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Funding approved for new Willow Creek Watershed 
by Lou Waite 

Willow Creek, which flows 
through Harrison Counry. has a long 
history of flooding. "Old-timers" of 
the area can recall numerous 
occasions when water overflowed lhe 
banks, or broke through the dikes to 
devastate the countryside. The 
feeling was that it was just 
somelhmg wh1ch happened 
penodicaiJy ... something beyond 
lhetr control. 

"I remember m 1957 ," saJd 
Leonard Johnson of Missoun 
Valley, "when we had a 6 or 8 mch 
rain 10 the late evemng, falling in a 
sbort penod of time. Around 
rnidmght. r went out and could see 
lhe water was running over lhe top 
of the banks of lhe Willow. The road 
was closed, and water was advancmg 
at a rap1d rate. The next mom mg. 11 
was water everywhere'" 

In retrospect. however. Leonard 
recalled that there were few terraces 
on lhc land at lhat time. and fewer 
dams to help control the water flo"' 

George "Buck" Winther 
remembers lhe late forties when 2-
foot of topsoil was deposlled at a 
low point m the area. Much of lhe 
nch loam was also spread out across 
the farm fields adjacent to lhe 
Willow. "They didn't use fertilizer 
back lhem," Wmther recalled, "so 
lhe com in those fields would 
become dark green and always y1eld 
better. Now when the water recedes, 
all we find is sand! And the crops are 
damaged or lost altogelher. So what 
does that tell us?" 

Willow Creek Watershed Board member!> are, lert to right, Leonard Johnson, George (Bucky) Winther. Russ Kurth 
(District Conservationist), H. E. (Whitey) Men!tching and Charles Wisecup. 

What is was telling was obvious, 
and even more so after the floods of 
1982 and 1993 in particular. "After 
the flood of 1993." Johnson said, "I 
looked at what had been a field of 
fully tasseled com. and I couldn't see 
one tassel showing anywhere." 

Charles Wisecup of Mlssoun 
Valley well remembers the years 
when floodwaters from Willow 
Creek covered thousands of acres of 
fertile farmland. "In 1996. we bad 
two floods, three weeks apart," he 
said. "There were large breaks 10 the 
dikes from the fll'St flood, so when 
the second one hit , !here was 
nothing to stop lhe water. Jt was 
devastating to lhe crops and also to 
the people. The crops were ruined, 
and the ground stayed so wet we 
couldn't even replant! 

That was the year lhat H.E. 
(Whitey) Mensching decided be was 
tired of just slllmg back and 
endunng whatever Molher Nature's 
whim dictated "I didn't know for 
certain what could be done," Whitey 
afftrmed, 'but I knew someone had 
to try. We had to begin somewhere." 

It began with Whitey contactmg 
his farmer friends, Johnson, Wmther 
and Wisecup, and aslang them 1f 
lhey would join in lhe effort. They 
readily agreed, and thus what was to 

become the Willow Creek Watershed 
Board of Directors was born. 

The group came to Russ Kunh, 
Distnct Conservauomst, who 
recommended they attend a meeting 
of the Iowa Watersheds organization. 
Atlhe meeting, they received 
valuable directions on how to 
develop their project and how to seek 
financial aid. Then, wilh Kurlh's 
assistance and guidance, a Willow 
Creek Watershed project plan was 
designed and application made for 
funds from the Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). 

It sounds simple, but a lot of 
time was spent in devising lhe work 
plan and following alllhe procedures 
of making application. "We couldn't 
have done it Without Russ," Whitey 
emphasized, "and we really 
apprecJate his efforts." 

Tentative approval for the 
93,000-acre watershed was rece1ved 
in February and final approval in 
March of this year. Through EQIP, 
$100,000 has been granted for 
expenditures 1n 1998, and $250,000 
for each of lhe next two years, 
unless budget restrictions intervene. 

At a meeting held on Friday, 
March 13, 1t was decided to use 
approxunately half of the money for 
terraces and half for grade 
stabili~.auon and/or sed1ment control 
structures. Th1s year, 60% cost-share 
will be offered for terraces, and 70% 
for structures to landowners withm 
the watershed. 

Alllhese landowners wJII receive 
a letter, explammg the purpose and 
goals of the watershed, and 
encouragmg !heir participauon. They 
will be asked to complete and return 
a survey form which will be 
included. "It is unportantlhat they 
return the survey," Menschmg 

emphasiZed, for therr response to 
this will gi vc the board an 1dea of 
how and where to proceed." 

The emphasis ts on partnerships 
for this project, according to board 
members. The H & P Dramage 
District (of Harrison and 
Pottawattamie Counties) may 
contribute funds, for the watershed 
project will benefit !heir 
organization. The Harrison County 
Board of Supervisors may also be a 
contnbutor, for improvements in the 
watershed would protect roads and 
bridges, etc., for which lhe county IS 
responsible. The City of Missouri 
Valley, many times inundated by 
flood waters m the past, may be 
included. There may be olher local, 
state or federal enllties or 
organtZauons also mvolved in the 
far-reaching partnership. 

Wayne Kierscht. who represented 
lhe H & P Dramage District at the 
session. agreed that being mcluded in 
lhe partnership would be of value. 
"It costs the d1stnct money every 
time a dike breaks. or sediment 
washes down from the hills and fills 
lhe ditches," he srud. "Upland 
treatment and erOSIOn control 
structures m lhe watershed would 
ceruunly a1d m preventmg such 
damage and help us stay witlun our 
budget." 

The Willow Watershed Board 
members among them own over 
2.000 acres of cropland and one 
major industry. alllymg wuhin the 
watershed boundanes. 

The Board agreed that tlus IS 
"only the begmning". but 11 is a 
beginnmg wluch can lead to an end 
lhese men have long desired. 
Mensching. Wisecup, Johnson and 
Winther are all volunteers. worlang 
toward a goal wh1ch will benefit 

everyone concerned. 

As W1secup expressed 11 so 
eloquently, ~we need to be good 
stewards of the land, as well as 
worrying about the financ1al angle". 
Wmther agreed. then added, ''We need 
to remember that if we don't getlh1s 

WiUow Creek begins South or 
Charter Oak io Crawrord 
County, nows through 
Monona and Harrison 
Counties, and 
empties into 
the Boyer River 
south or 
Missouri 
VaUey. 

J 

done. somewhere down lhe road 
some state or federal official may 
come in and do 1tthetr way. And 
that very weU may NOT be the way 
we want 11 done. 

Thts is our opportunity D.Q!l!_and 
we need to act upon 11 wh1le we 
can." 

Willow Creek 
is designated by 

' ' \ \ Shaded area 
is land included\ 
in Willow Creek 
Watershed 
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Meeting water needs in a grazing 
system is a major concern 
by Brian C. Peterson 
Grassland Conservationist 

What is the most important factor 
m dcvclopmg a gra11ng system? The 
answer to this quesnon m1ght vary. 
but m many situallons. water IS the 
most crillcal element when trymg to 
plan a gr.wng system. 

Water IS 1mportant for many 
reasons. The pnmary reason is 
livestock cannot survive long 
Wlthout water Water needs vary by 
type of livestock. whether they arc 
lactallng and the weather. Beef cattle 
need 6 to 18 gallons per day and 
sheep I to 4 gallons per day. 

Tradlllonally. m thts pan of the 
state, ponds and streams serve as 
pnmary water source:; for livestock. 
These wil l often remain the primary 
water source 10 a rotational grazmg 
system. However, other sources 
should not be overlooked. In many 
ways you are orily hmited by your 
1magmation when looking for 
potential water sources. Some of 
these mclude wells. tile line outlets, 
and rural water systems. 

Availability of water can also 
mfluence the design of a grazng 
system. An Important concept when 
des1gmng a grazing system is to try 
to "bring the water to the livestock., 
1nstead of bnnging the livestock to 
the water. • Two reasons for this 
concept are: when livestock bas Jess 
than 800 feet to go for water. they 
better utilize the forage in the 

pasture. They typically defecate near 
the water facility, so if the water 
fac1lity IS m the pasture. more 
nutrients will be returned to the 
pature In addtuon. tf livestock ha\ 
to move to the water. a lane will 
typically be needed for this acuvuy 
HeaVIly travelled lanes can become a 
source of gully eros1on. 

Mak.tng water avrulable to the 
livestock m each pasture can present 
many challenge:;. Thts, however. is 
when you should not limn your 
1magtna11on A well that m1ght not 
support livestock for the enttre 
season may work on a rotational 
system Rural water that m 1ght seem 
too e1tpcns1ve 1f used throughout the 
year could worl .. very well 1f only 
used for a calVIng pasture. w1ntcr 
gra.zmg pasture. or for a smgle 
pasture w1th no other water source 
Tile used to dram a s1dehill seep-area 
m1ght provide adequate wa1er dunng 
some periods of the year. Some 
pastures have natural springs that can 
be developed and used as a water 
source. 

To 1mprove the quahty of the 
water when usmg swface sources. 
such as streams or ponds. livestock 
should be eltcluded from havmg 
continuous access to these areas. 
This can greatly reduce stream bank 
erosion and improve water quality. 
You can manage the area and utilit:ze 
the forage by "flash" grazing at these 
Sttes dtmng the grazmg season. 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 
~ GREEN.b-LAN· 

O t-GAO · •IIIIC "C.-CYJ'll 

Gnd mappmg IS one of modern farmtng's most tmportant new 
technologtes And no one knows how to make tt pay off for your 
farmtng operat1on better than your local FS Crop Spec1alist. 
Using the FS GREEN PLAN' he'll help you to analyze vital crop­
ptng data - from so1l sampling to yteld momtonng - 1n order to 
provide you with accurate. Site-specific recommendattons. Gtve 
your FS Crop Speoalist a call today, and start charttng your 
course toward optimum yield and maximum profits. 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-100 • Avoca 3.U-6386 • Harfan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-2313 • Grlnr'Ad 778-1134 
Malvem 624-8612 • Audubon 563-1675 

A wards banquet honors district cooperators 
=-..,.,..,. 

Cathie G raves or IDALS· Division of Soil Conservation 
congra tulates Rod Plath, winner of tbe District and also Regional 
award as outstanding Owner ·Operator for 1997. 

The Hamson County Soil and 
Water Conservation District Awards 
Banquet was held Sunday evening. 
March 22. at the Logan Chnsuan 
Church. 

Babetta Lucke. Commissioner, 
Chairperson and MC for the 
evening. gave the welcome and 
invocation which pre.«ded the 
ilinner. 

Recognized for their conservation 
efforts during the evening and 
JrCSCOted their awards by SWCD 
Commissioners were the following: 

Elizabeth Plath of Logan and 
Rodney Plath of Missouri Valley, 
Owner-Operator Division. presented 
by Anita Melber. 

Scott Pape of Little Sioux. New 
Cooperator DiviSOn. presented by 
Lmda Herman. 

Kenneth Mcintosh of Missouri 
Valley and David Lundholm of 
Grand Island NE. Landlord-Tenant 
Division, presented by Everette 
Wohlers. 

Dwight Willard of Logan, Isaak 
Walton windbreak award (planted 
ovtt S y~). presented by Doyle 
Knadle. 

Peggy and Eugene McCool of 
Pers~a, Isaak Walton windbreak 
award (under five~). JRSCilted 
by Babetta Lucke. 

Robert Romeo of Missouri 
Valley, Natural Area Management 
DIVison, presented by Lou Waite 
and accepted by Dominic Romeo. 

Kenneth Hem, Dunlap, Pasture 
Managment Divis1on, presented by 
RoUte Roberts. 

Evelyn Coffelt of Logan. 

See us at 
Dunlap Fertilizer 

Company 
for all your fertilizer, 
chemical and seed 

needs. 

Your Fert ilizer & Chemical Dealer 
365 days a year/ 

We appreciate your busi.ness! 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Highway 37 West 

712·643-5822 Dunlep, Iowa 

Conservation Supporter Aw~ 
presented by District conservatiomst 
Russ Kurth. 

Kyle Kaufman. Woodbme, 
Poster Coo test Grand Award, 
presented by Zane McBride. 

Larry Papc of PISgah, Special 
Recognnion Award. presented by 
Lou Wrute. 

Gary Guge. Elttension D1rector, 
presented awards for Iowa Master 
Corn Grower Conservation Tillage 
D1vision and also Com Grower 
Contour Division to 0. Vernon 
Sm1th of Woodbme. The Soybean 
Grower ConservatJon Tillage Award 
was g1ven to Tom and Lyle 
Mcintosh of Rockford Farms, 
Missouri Valley. The soybean 
Grower No-1111 Divison Award was 
presented to Gail and Duane Wine of 
MJssoun Valley. 

Enten.amment for the event was 
by Dale Knauss of Logan, who gave 
readmgs of ongmal poetry. and 
Judith Gruver of Woodbine with 
vocal and instrumental music 
selecllons. 

Favorite Recipes 

Hamburger Hot Dish 

l ib. ground beef 
I pk.g. noodles 
1 can cream or 
mushroom soup 

I can cream of chicken 
soup 

1/2 cup diced onion 
I can or sma1J pk:g. chow 
mein noodles 

Salt and pepper 
Brown ground beef with onion. 

Pour off grease. Cook noodles and 
mix all together with ground beef, 
soups and desired amount of salt 
md pepper. Add l(l lbe chow mem 
noodles and bake until bubbly. 
Spread remammg noodles on top 
and bake a few minutes more. 

RON MEEKER 
WELL CO. 

*Well Drilling 
*Pump Repair & Service 
*Backhoe & Trenching 

*Septic Systems 
*Plugging Abandoned 

Water Wells 
• Aermotor Pumps & Water 

Systems 

•service on all 
pumps and wells" 

-712-
Ron 647-2262 
Rick 647-2031 

Woodbine, Iowa 
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Tree planting enhances and protects Barry homestead 
by Lou Waite 

While Randy Barry was growing 
up, he used to love 10 visit his 
grandparents. Ben Arthur and Velva 
Barry, in therr spac1ous farnhouse 
atop a h11l south of Wooovme. From 
that site could be seen the Boyer 
Rtver Valley. and the rolling hills in 
the distance. Even at a young age, 
Randy enJOyed gazmg at the 
panoramic view. He could always see 
Woodb1ne and Logan, and on a clear 
day. Missouri VaUey. He could 
watch the traffic on Highway 30, and 
the fanners at work in !herr fields. 

"I dectded way bock then." Randy 
recalled. "that some day I would have 
a hou~ w1th a view like that" 
Today. Randy and his family have a 
beautJful. modem home and they 
also haven view ... almost exactly 
the same vtew, in fact Their 
homestead IS about a quaner mile 
from where his grandparents house 
once stood. 

This IS no coincidence, for Randy 
bought the 240-acre family farm 
three years ago ... land h1s father's 
family has tended for three 
generations. Those acres are now 
included m the 1400, owned and 

I leased, which Randy farms. 
But long before he owned the 

land, Randy had selected the site 
where he wanted his house to stand 

The Barry homestead, showing the larger trees which were planted berore their bouse was built, and the smaller trees 
in the foreground which they added later. 

And after he and his wife Lon were previOusly seeded, and pnor to the 
married. they both looked forward to planting ~dy used a sidewmder 
the day when it would be built. They 14-foot rotary tiller, from wh1ch he 
even planted a wmdbreak to protect had removed all the teeth. With this 
therr house yet-to-be he established rows 10-feet apart, 

"There were no establ~hed trees pauemed to fit the contours of the 
m the area." Randy said. "and we hillside. 
knew how stark it would appear "The trees were putmto the 
without any. So we planted 60 blue ground by a couple using a tree 
spruce and Austrian pine to the north planter." Randy recalled. "The ground 
and west of where we wanted the was so wet that! had to use my 
house to be." hands to pack the mud around each 

After Clreful oonsiderallon and one. My father, Dean, helped with 
planning, their home was constructed thts, :n'hicb was really a~iated. I 
in 1989, and they occup1ed it m womed about~ &J'?und bemg 
September of that year. compacted after 1t dried out, but 

In 1991, The Barry's decided to luckily this wasn't the case. 
add a tree planting to the south and Actually, the weather those flrst few 
east, and sought the help of the years was optimal ... we never had 
NRCS office to do so. Upon to irrigate at aU. The rains came at 
aPt "'val, Resource Enhancement and just the right times. That doesn't 
Pn .:ction (REAP) funds were used happen too often, I understand." 
to help purchase and plant 1400 The survival rate has been above 
additional trees. The deciduous average, as well, but Randy noted 
(shade) varieties selected were silver that the growth rate of the trees has 
maple. green ash and red oak. varied. "You can certatnly tell the 
Evergreens were scotch, ponderosa '":CS planted in ~good soil." he 
and white pine, and Norway and S3Jd. Down the hill, where the 
white spruce. topsoil is washed down and 

The tree-planting area had been accumulates, the trees are bigger. Up 

Woodbine 0 il Company 

Top quality fuel 
Fast, efficient serulce 

Dwight & Marian Mills 
712-647-2217, Woodbine, I A 

where the wil is more eroded and 
thinner.they are smaller We have 
had some deer damage, but our dog 
Sheba keeps most of the animals 
away Actually. gophers eating the 
roots have been our worst problem. 

Lori chuckled as she recalled that 
while Randy was usmg a gopher 
mac!: me to try to aUeviate the 
sttua11on, he managed to cut their 
telephone cable m several places. 
"Ye<lh," Randy adrmtted with a grin, 
"so now I have to do it by hand. But 
we have the problem preuy well 
controlled ... for the time bemg, 
anyway." 

The Barry's spend many hours 
prunmg and spraytng the trees. and 
manicuring the area. They have had 
to spray the evergreens for 
dotlustroma, an airborne disease 
which can spread from tree to tree. 
Randy has a trailer w1th a motor 
which powers a hand-sprayer used for 
the trees, and for spot spraying where 
needed, such as on dandelions and 

~ L .. IJStBrl!J 
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tl:l1tf .~amt~ 

md: 
41J 'Wd.Qr Sl. 
w~~«f.Pin~,lJl 

!P!l. {'112) 641-2323 
:JU' {112) 5~11·2210 

other weeds. One year they had to While Randy's grandfather and 
add Miracid to the red oaks, to help father were prommentlivcstock 
aUevtate a htgh pH factor m the soil producers. he prefers growing com 
"The pH still needs lowered." Randy and soybeans. ' I leave the carrying 
satd, "but we can only do so much." on of the cattle tradtuon to my 

The last two years, the Barrys brother. Lynn". Randy admJUed with 
have cut some trees which were too a bit of whtmsy. The HELland ts 
close together and used them for no-tilled. and extenstve terracmg has 
Chnstmas trees. Last year in addtllon been done on the Barry farms. In 
to the family tree, son Jordan (4) and fact, Randy's late grandmother Velva 
daughter Taylor (2 1/2) had their own once commented that they should 
masterpiece, lavishly if a btl name the place "Terrace Acres". 
lopsidedly decorated by loving little Lori is an accountant at the 
hands. "That was a special time," Hamson County Rural Electric 
Lori saui, "for aU of us." Cooperauve (REC) m Woodb1ne. 

Randy admitted that they would She and Randy emphasized that their 
have established the tree plantmg, major mterestas therr family. As a 
even w1thout cost share. if necessary. family, they enjoy boating and water 
"We just like trees. I guess." he S3Jd skiing, and also snow skim g. Last 
with a shrug. See "Tree planting", page 4 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed "'* Fertilizer 

Woodbine, lA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 
FAX (712) 647-3020 

1-800-950-0163 

• 
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Tips on spring seeding 
for pasture improvement 

by Brian C. Peterson competition from the eXIsting forage' t 
Grassland Conservationist Care must be taken not to allow 

. . livestOck on the pasture if it is too 
Spnng Signals the s~ of a new wet. If it 1sn't possible for tivestock 

year as trees leaf out, tulipS bloom to graze the areas, it can be clipped 
and many calves and lambs are born. It 1s important to keep an eye on 
It~ ~_mark the start o~ a new the new seeding dwing the year. The 
begmnmg m ~ pasture. Spnng can be new seeding should be up and 
:m excellent ume t? mt~ . growing ten to fourteen days after 
tmproved forages mto an exiSIJOg plantmg. The new stand needs to be 

The trees contrasted sharply with the snow-covered terrain, after the March blizzard 
pas~ure ~to de~elop a ne~ pasture. momtored for insect or other 
Sp~g will typ1cally prov1de the problems that mtght destroy the 

Randy and Lori Ba rry, with their children, Jordan and Taylor 

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full line of 
products and services 

FEED - FERTIUZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GWNDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 

OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRFS - BA'I"I'EWES - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'ERIES - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND BAUUNG 

ON -mE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OrnER SERVICES 

Elevator(712)643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 

Tree planting . 
Continued from page 3 

moiSture needed to get the new seeding 
• • forages started so they will survive · 

dunng the hotter, dryer summer. But To successfully establish the new wan 
there are some management steps seedmg it will be necessary to graze ~ 

year the fam1ly took a skimg which can be implemented to m a rotauon, or mow the pa~urc to de 
vacation to Winter Park. Colorado. 1mprove the chances of malang thiS remove compcuuon. llns needs to tx 00 

w1th the ch1ldren also trying out the scedmg successful. done while maintairung good leaf- on 
gentler slopes. Randy and Lori are You will need to decide what you growth on the new plants. ~ 
part of a volleyball team, competJng w1U seed m the pasture. The soil Grazing can be a very effective ~ 
in Woodbine and Magnolia. typeS m the pasture and the intended method of managing the competiuon ... 

The Banys arc members of use of the area need to be considered in this newly seeded area. Three to rnaq 
Immanuel Lutheran Church m when making th•s selection To select five mcbes of growth tS recommended facilil 
Logan a seedtng mixture, contaCt your local prior to grazing. When the new •Wl!l 

Russ Kurth, District Natural Re!;()UTCCS Coi\SCJVaUon seedmg area is bemg graz.ed, the ~ 
conservationiSt commented: ''Randy Service or ISU Extension office. pasture needs to be monitored closely ;:J 
and Lori's tree planting has been weU Timmg of the seedmg tS so that it tsn't overgrazed and the new 
cared for. They are begtnning to see lffiportant. The spnng seedtng pcnod seedtng harmed. It might be necessary stnp:~ 
the rewards of thetr hard work. as the IS rather long, with cool season to mow the area if 11 tsn't posSible to rd 
trees mcrease m Size and growth rate. grasses and legumes lasting until graze, if grazing was spotty or if cfiid 

"Anyone mtercsted m domg a tree May 15. However it tS normally weeds are a problem. to live 
planting on their farm may stop at better to seed closer to April 1. when A four to six week rest period in ~ 
their local NRCS office to get the Lbe so• I cond1tions are ready. This the fall IS needed. starting about ___ 1 
details about the existing tree allows more time for the small September 1. Late fall grazwg after JS r 11 
planting program and availability of seedling to become established prior mid October IS possible, if there is S2 loc 
cost-share funds. The Barry's received to the hotter, dryer summer weather. adequate growth on the new f<nge. 1998 
cost-share assistance through Lbe When seeding mto an exiSting At least 3 mches of residual growth D~ 
REAP program. This progam can forage it would be beneficial to graze should be left on the new forage prior local £ 
pay 75% cost-share for trees and the exiSting forage closely after 10 winter. 11iJJ 
planting of trees on a minimum of seeding. This will help make good There isn't a "fool-proof' method ~ 
three acres. seed-to-soil contact and reduce some to ensure successful seedmg. 1101111( 

•11 However. the closer you follow the 
bas1c steps, the more you will 
improve the chances for a successful 

New 8000 Series Tractors deliver fast-acting 
hydraulics/ extraordinary hitch-lift capacity/ 
and exclusive TouchSef hydraulic controls 
• Four ne•• mO\Irls· JUCl·hJ>Siftl 

IRII·hp RlOO, ZOO·hp S 100. and 
mhpiH()l. 

• Grtup to 2,9il0 p\1 h1drauli1 
pit•S)Uit'; up tO 1!1 ~(llll Om1 Jl 
the SCVs ' 

• 1.111 o1er 1 ~.rxxt1M>und111it h the 
tw•>large11 ml~l.·h. "' ··r t~JJOO 
Jll.lunds 1\llh the twn \lllJIIer 
models l••ptionJI 

• XI hld!JUIIC (,lie and now lrom 
rour .sr.ll. on·the·go 
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Signup announced for EQIP 
two watersheds approved for 

cost-share; 
funding 

The 1998 application penod for practices specified m the contract are 
cost-share funds for statewide satiSfactorily established. There 1s a 
envn'Onmental practices under $10.000 per year hm1t, With a total 
USDA's Environmental Quality lim1t of $50.000. EQIP is intended 
Incentives Program (EQIP) will to completely treat all the resource 
begin April 6. concerns on a parcel of land 

Approximately one-fourth of the After the s1gnup period ends. 
S4.4 million in financial and there will be an evaluation of the 
educational funds have been allocated apphcauons. Producer appllcations 
for 1998 use in Iowa. will be ranked according to how well 

The signup. which connnues the conservauon work they plan to 
until May 15. IS for land users who carry out will solve resource prionty 
want to receive cost-share to conb"'I problems at the most reasonable 
soil erosion, improve water quality, cost to the USDA, Kurth srud. 
develop better arumal waste and Producers approved for cost-share 
nutnent management systems, and will then be noufied. 
unprove grazing lands. 

Environmental improvement 
practices eligible will include, but 
are not limlled to, grass waterways, 
terracing, manure management 
facilities, pasture management and 
nutrient and pest management. Other 
practices may mclude tree plantings, 
wildlife hab11at., windbreaks, wetland 
restoration, conservation tillage or 

1 stripcroppmg. 
Fifty percent of the funds will be 

I 1 directed to resource concerns related 
to livestock production. 

This statewide signup is for the 
landowners and operators whose land 
IS not withm the boundaries of the 
52 local EQIP projects accepted for · 
1998, according to Russ Kurth. 
Distnct Conservauorust. Those 52 
local EQIP projects in 63 counties 
will have their own sign up penod. 
The statewide signup is for those 
101 mcluded in tlus group, Kurth 
wtphasim! 

Local signups will be scheduled 
;oon, so producers mterested may 
:ontactlhe1r local USDA Service 
::enter to apply for fundmg. 

Producers will be asked to enter 
nto five to ten year contracts that 
;pecify the type and amount of 

Willow Creek Watershed 

The 1998 signup period for 
application for cost-share funds for 
Willow Creek Watershed (Harrison, 
Monona and Crawford Counties) 
through the EQIP program will 
begm April 6 and continue unnJ 
September 15. Applications 
recc1ved will be evaluated on the 
15th of the month, beginning May 
15. until this year's funds are all 
allocated. 

Landowners m Willow Creek 
Watershed can s1gn up for cost­
share assistance to build terraces, 
small eros10n contr'Ol sttuctures and 
ponds. Producers will be asked to 
enter into a 5 to 10 year contract 
wh1ch specifies the type and 
amoun1 of conservation work co be 
done. Payments are made to the 
(:X'Oduccrs once the conservation 
practice specified in the contract IS 

satisfactorily completed. Cost share 
payments will be 60% of the 
estimated total cost for terraces and 
70% of estimated total cost for 
small sttuctures and ponds. 

There IS a $10,000 per year 
limit, with a total limit of 
$50,000. 

animal waste storage structures 
could apply for cost-share 
assistance for these pracuces 
through the state cost-share 
program at their local SWCD 
office. 

D1strict Conservatiomst Russ 
Kurth stated that the main focus for 
use of EQIP funds m the Willow 
Creek Watershed will be to apply 
conservauon structures which 
reduce runoff. Small structures w1th 
ponds with an 80 to 120 acre 
drainage area would be 1deal for t.lus 
program. There are also funds from 
tlus program for construction of 
small "dty" dams with a 20 to 40 
acre drrunage area 

Landowners in this watershed 
with questions about thiS program 
should contact their local SWCD 
office for further information. 

Mill-Picayune Creek 
Watershed 

Mill-Picayune Creek Watershed 
IS also approved for the EQIP 
program. Harrison County 
landowners m the approved sub­
watershed will be eligible to receive 
cost-share and lOCentive payments 
to complete conservation systems 
on the1r farms. 

Producers m this sub-waterShed 
will be eligible for 75% cost-share 
of the estimated cost for terraces. 
walec and sedimenl concrol basin< 
and waste storage suuctures for 
existing livestock operauons. They 
could receive 50% cost-share to 
1mprove pasture seedlllg. 

Incentive payments will also be 
made to producers who will do 
Integrated Crop Management (ICM) 
of S5 per acre, pet year for three 
years, and $15 per acre per year for 
those who establish planned 
grazing systems with 5 or more 
paddocks. I :onservation work to be done, 

- .vithin a specified timetable. 
:>ayments are then made to the 
lroducer when the conservation 

Landowners interested in 
farmstead windbreaks, tree 
plantings, grassed waterways and 

For futher mformation, contact 
the SWCD-NRCS office, 7 12-644-
2210. 
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Grind & Mix • Health Aids • Custom Spraying • F-1ed • Grain • SeecJ • Fertilizer 

* Purina Chows 
Receiving Chow 
Cattle Liquid Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 
Horse Chows 

* Fertilizers 
Dry, Liquid & Ammonia 
Custom Application 
Soil Testing 

• Western QLF 
Liquids & Protein Tubs 

*Equipment • Livestock Equipment * Seeds 

*Grain 
Buy & Sell Grain 
Grain Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

Sioux Gates Dekalb Com & Beans 
Husky Feeders Golden Harvest Com & Beans 
Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses 
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Mill-Picayune Watershed Site 5 area. See story a t left. 

Guill is awarded 
district scholarship 

Brad Guill of Persia has been 
selected to receive the recently 
establlshed District Scholars !up 
award of $100. Harrison SWCD ~ 
Commissioners dec1ded to fund th1s 
annual award, to be presented to an' 
apphcant chosen by the scholarship 
committee. The applicant mu~t be 
planrung to pursue higher education 
in an ag-related field. 

Brad IS the son of Bruce and 
Sheryl Gu1ll of Persia. His father 
operates the family farm and his 
mother is credit manager at the Farm 
Serv1ce Cooperative in Harlan. 

A student at Tri-Center High 
'School, Brad is involved in music 
and alhleocs. is a member of the 
scudenl Counce! and vanous olller 
school committees. He is a mernbeT 
of Trinity Lutheran Church 111 
Persia, and active in church affairs. 

In hiS applicauon, he stated. 
"Growing up on our family farm and 
helpmg my parents on the farm 
influenced my decision in choosing 
a career 1n agriculture. I plan to 
attend a four-year college and 
graduate wllh a degree m 
environmental sc1ence and a mmor 
in biology In the last year, I have 

Brad Guill 

had a special interest m the seed 
cndusuy I feet it has great polential 
(ot> growth of new technology .. 

Brad will automancally be 
el.cgcble for the Conservauon 
D1stricts of Iowa ScholarshJp State 
Award Program. Those scholarships 
are giVen m the amounts of $800, 
$400 and $200. 

Change of address?? 
Please notify us! 

Write to 71~ N. 2nd Ave.. 
Logan. IA ~1546 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 

LeRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414 

Debbie Harris 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647-2712 
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426 

Jim Rock 547-2996; Patty Kelley 647-2544 
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Wagon Wheel Farms is 
example of true diversity 
by Lou Waite 

Entcnng the dnve of Wagon 
Whul Farms. one readaly sees 
why u wa.~ so named. The neatly 
landscaped grounds surrounding the 
aurnctave. modem home have a 
nwnber of those appunenances an 
evidence. The entire fannstead. 
located near Avoca. as a pleasmg. 
immaculately maamamed site (and 
saght!). 

In wnung these arucles. I don't 
usually make personal observations 
or commems. Actually. using ftrSt 
person in thas an stance as a 
journalistic "no-no". but forgive me 
this time af I dagress. 

Wbile conducting many 
anterviews. I have never before been 
greeted by a lovely lady Llama. 
either! As the creature gracefully 
extended her long neck toward my 
face. 1 nervously recalled stories 
about what Llama's do if they don't 
like you. While she batted her long 
eyelashes and wluffed at me, I tried 
to convey the message that! was 
no threat . 

"This is An me". said the man 
who had a fmn grip upon the 
Llama's halter. "and she as only 
trymg to loss you." From then on. 
between Annie and me, at was love 
at ..• well. at least second sight! 

Neal Schirm. the interviewee, 
showed me the remaander of has 
Llama herd, each of them as taane 
and ameroble as the fii"SL I also was 

antroduced to "Gabby". a purebred 
quarter horse stallion, who after 
anhaling my scent. royally 
condescended to allow me 10 pet 
ham. Other quarter horses nearby 
came to the fence LO give me a 
curious once-{)vcr A pet tabby cat 
coaled around my ankles unul I 
packed it up for a caress. And the 
two famaly dcgs were tongue­
lolhngly apprecaative as I scratched 
behand their ears. II was an ammal 
lover's paradise, and it was a long 
ume before we got to the actual 
anterview itself 

Neal saad that he had always 
liked to have "dafferent" animals 
around hun. He bought hts ftrSt 
Llama fi ve years ago, and now has 
four females and two males. The 
young are called "cria", and three are 
raised and usually sold each year. 
The gestataoo penod for the species 
as a full year. "Annie" was reared 
from a cria. but was retained and 
became very much a famaly 
fav<Xite. 

"The demand for Llamas has 
mcreased during the past fifteen 
years." Neal informed. "They make 
good guard animals. such as with 
sheep. for they wall protect them 
from dogs and coyotes. They only 
spat when they are upset and angry. 
but they hum to each other as a 
means of communicauon. They 
hum to us. probably for the same 
reason. They make a musacal, flute­
like sound, whach as dafferent when 

SHELBY CO 
STATE BANK 

We s upport conseruation, and comme nd our 
f arme r clie nts fo r the ir e fforts towa rd 

pre s e ruing natural r eso urces. 

I= DiG ----·--Offices (oreo code 71 2); 
Horl an, 7 55- 5 11 2 Shelby 544- 2626 
El lc Horn , 764- 5 067 Ponomo, 489- 2424 

Por t sm outh, 743- 271 5 I rwin, 782- 3 155 

FAX 712-755-2381 

Neal and Annie. tbe lovable lady Llama. 

they are "tallcing" 10 their babies 
than when they are communicating 
with an adult Llama." 

Many of the animals come from 
Chile. Bolivta or elsewhere tn that 
hemisphere. Once they come to the 
Stales and are crossbred. however, 
they are known as "domestic" or 
"U.S. bred" 

Neal noted that a male Llama 
sold for $25,000 at a recent auction, 
and his owners had paid SSO.OOO for 
him three year prior to thaL Top 
females sold for around 54500. and 
one cna Neal admired went for 
S875 "I liked that amrnal." Neal 
saad, "but am of muted emouons 
about adchng to or replacing my 
breeding stock. I probably should 
have bought the young one. for as 
more county frurs, etc., get mto the 
pacture, the price will undoubtedly 
go up. Llamas make great projects 
for kids, for the arumals become 
very tame ... like dogs ... and are 

very good-natured unless teased or 
abused" 

The Schirm Llamas are classed 
as a "medium wool" variety. They 
are carefully brushed or curried, the 
wool is saved and sold 10 a 
company in Wisconsin. Once the 
wool has been cleaned, it can be 
used in a number of ways. For 
example, 11 as excellent for 
spinmng, sance it is less oily and of 
a softer texture than sl-eep's wool 

Llamas are also becoming 
popular as show animals (such as at 
county fairs. etc.) and the Schirms 
have won awards at the Clay 
County Fair. Of course it was the 
lovable Anrue who walked away 
with the Grand Champion nbbon an 
the mediwn wool class. 

The arumals are Judged for 
conformation, wool, color, etc .. and 
must perform creditably on an 
obstacle course (jwnp over, walk 
around or throuR.h barricades, etc.) 

Hit Pay Dirt 
SKID 

LOADfRS 

• Models ava1lable WJth SAE opera!lng capac111es from 
850 lbs to 2050 lbs 

• Standard OuVConslrutliOn Buckels \'~lh capac111eS from 
7 J cu It lo 17 cu It 

• W1de vanety ol attachments available 
• H19h capac1ty aux1hary hydraulics 
• See your local authorized dealer tor sales. serv1r.e parts 

and hnanong 

Bvlld 11 better "'rh Gchl 

GcHL. 
NELSON FARM SUPPLY 
606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, lA 51537 

71 ?.-755-3115 1-800-772-6184 

"It is hard 10 breed for color, 
Neal said a bit ruefully. "The tri­
color animals are the eye-catching 
ones ... such as brown, tan and 
wlute, or brown, tan and black, etc. 
But it is difficult 10 predict color or 
markings an the young, m spite of 
the appear.lllCC Qf the parents." 

Llamas for show are all 
regastered, so regastered arumals 
should be purchased 10 qualify. Neal 
wamed. H1s are registered with the 
American Llama Assocuuion. and 
listed tn the magazme, Llama Li11lc. 
"Each month the nauonal 
publication lasts three or four states 
in a cenam region and lists all the 
breeders m that area" Neal 
explamed. 

The Schirms also raise registered 
Quarter Horses, and have done so 
for the past 25 years. Neal and his 
wife, Pam. both ride and are 
members of the Rowlude Saddle 
Club of Atlantic. 

"I used to haul the mares 200 
nules or so for breeding." Neal 
recal led, "but I got tired of that. So 
two years ago I bought my own 
stalhon, Gabby's Watch ... the 
Gabby of earlier mention. (Gabby 
as royally pedigreed and regastered. 

See " Wagon Wheel Farms" 
conlinued on Page 7 
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Curious yet friendly creatures, Cbe Llamas surround Neal as if to ask "what 's happening?' 

Wagon Wheel Farms 
Continued from page 6 

and appeared to be a real gentleman. 
U quarter horses can be srud to be 
beauuful. then add that to his IJst of 
characteristics. Of course. that 1s a 
personal opinion.) 

Gabby's harem consists of five 
mares and a number of colts, who 
are sold, Neal stated. "all over the 
United States." The horses are 10 
great demand by the range cattle 
mdustry, and are expert (if well 
trained) at working cattle. 

Neal also bas mules, and breeds 
two of the mares to Jacks< 'ch year. 
Some of the mule colts are broken 
to nde before bemg sold. some are 
not. "I've sold mules to people m 
Washington, Wyoming. Montana, 
Colorado, Nebraska, Missoun and 
Iowa". Neal srud."With the Uamas. 
horses and mules. we get to meet a 
lot of nice people in a lot of places. 
I guess that is part of the 
enjoyment for me. And, as I said. I 
just love animals." Then w1th 
another gnn, he added, "You have 
to, to do what I do!" 

Neal vo1ced the same thoughts 
about farming, while recalling that 
n was an occupation he chose rnther 
than coming to II through family 
uaditioo. "My Dad owned a feed and 
fertilizer business. and offered me 
the opportunity to manage that , but 
I chose farming mstead," Neal 
remm1sced. He bought !us first 
130-acre farm in 1970, and since 
then has added 6 more for a total of 
900 acres. He also leases another 
400 acres. His father Albert (AI) 
and mother DIXie are partners 10 
some aspects of the opernoon, and 
assist when and where needed. 

The land, wh1ch IS mostly 
highly erodible, is no-tilled, with a 
com/bean rotauon. Neal began no­
tilling five years ago, and has found 
11 to be a valuable way to save soil, 
tune. expense and wear on 
eqmpmenL He bought a new com 
planter and bean drill and went 
totally to no-ti II the first year he 
tried IL Now he does some custom 
work with these implements, along 
with a round baJer and a combine. 

Included in Ius holdings are 50 
acres of hayland, where rotational 
grazing is implemented to maintain 

a Black Angus cow-calf 1-.erd of 
120. The herd sires are Maine 
AnJOU and Simmental, and the 
calves are sold each wmter. In the 
past, 2400 hogs were finished 
yearly, but after losing Ius htred 
help. Neal decided to rent the unll 
facilities to an outs1de producer. 

"I have appreclllted the ass1stance 
of the NRCS personnel." Neal 
affumed, "and the cost-share wluch 
we have rece1ved. We do some 
terracing each year, and all the field 
borders and waterways are instaiJcd. 
We still need some terrnces on 
rented land. and will continue until 
that is completed." 

Neal and Pam are also owner of 
the Heart of the Cowllry antique 
store 1n Walnut. opernted by Pam 
and her mother, Doreen Knop. 
Neal assists w1th purchasing. 
refinishing and repair, and with 
Pam enjOys attending aucuons or 
seeking antiques "all over the 
country". 

Their children are Healhcc, who 
IS a doctor's assistant 10 Atlantic; 
Mindy, a senior at Walnut and 
Tyler, a 6th grade student. The 
siblings all assist with the family 
ventures, and Tyler enJOys nding 
the mules. In the past, as 4·H 
members, Heather's Main AnJOU 
steer was Reserve Grand Champ1on 

and Mindy's Stmmental hetfer was 
named Grand Cbampton at the East 
Pottawattarnie County Fair. 

The enure family enJOys trail 
riding, and last year partic1pated in a 
horseback ride through the Black 
Hills of South Dalcota. 

In addtuon to the Llama 
associauon, the Schirms are 
members of the AmCilcan Quarter 
Horse Assoc•al•on. lhc Iowa Mule 
Assn., and others. The fam1ly 
attends the Peace Umred Chureh of 
Christ 10 Walnut, where Pam 
teaches the young adult class. Neal 
IS a past member of the chureh 
board. and the Board of Deacons. He 
now serves on the property 
planmng comm1ttee 

"I am concerned about the future 
of farrmng," Neal mused, "and I'm 
not certain l would encourage Tyler 
to farm. He likes to drnw, and may 
go into drafting, wh1ch might be 
the best for him. l feel the small 
farmer will have difficulty 
competing 3gainst farm 
conglomerntes. It's the same with 
livestock production .• it's hard to 
get a ca111e buyer to come to a 
small producer. They would rnther 
go to the big feedlots " 

Then with a shrug and a smile, 
Neal concluded, "But it's anyone's 
guess, isn't 11? Nothtng in life IS 

without risk." 

RANDY PRYOR 
AUCTIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Ph one # 

(712) 647-2712 

.How the months were named 
Everyone learned to remember how many days in each month by 

memorizing "Thlfty days hath September, etc.", but how many recall 
learn10g how the months were named? The Farmer's Almanac gives 
that 10formation as follows: 

January: From the Roman god Janus, the keeper of the gates. who 
was p1ctured w1th two heads, thus able to see the past and the future. 

February: From the Laun word "to smoke", since it was the 
Rdrnan month for punficauon. 

March: Named for the Roman God of War. Mars. 
April: From the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite. 
May: From the Roman goddess of growth, Maia. 
June: From Juno. wife of Jup1ter and the goddess of women. 

marnage and ch1ldblrth. 
July: From the Roman emporer. Ju!Jus Caesar. 
August: From Caesar's successor. Augustus Caesar. 
September. For the Latm word for "seven" smce 1t was the seventh 

month of the Roman year. 
October: From the Labn word for "eight", smce it was the 8th 

month of the Roman year. 
November. From the Latin word for runth. 
December: From the Laun word for tenth. 

Also from the Almanac comes the foUowing (no author listed) 
Autumn 1s a vamp. She uses her charms of Indian summer, bright 

October skies and leaves ablaze with color to beguile us into 
forgetting the coming of w10ter. Then she indulges in temper 
tannums, tossing around ram and wind and sudden tempernture drops 
and even premature snowstorms, just to warn us that we bad better 
watch out! 

The result of this fickle behavior IS that we are confused by 
Autumn's mood changes and leery of her not-so-subtle warning that 
the worst 1s yet to come. 

We have forever tried to outguess the vagaries of Autumn, and now 
10 spue of the ulbmate in weather-predicung equipment. we still miss 
by a mile. Is a computer a better forecaster of the elements than that 
rooster weathervane on the bam roof? It told old· timers which way the 
wind blew and what to expect from upcoming weather. 

Does a h1gbly-paid TV weather techniCI3ll do a better JOb of 
forecasting than that feeling in our bones? 
Old~umcrs watched the skies for lhe u weather reports, wlule now we 

watch the TV for ours. And stilJ there are unpredictable "weathenngs" 
that will always catch us by surprise 

One old adage still holds true here 10 the Midwest: If you don'tlike 
the weather today, just wall, for tomorrow and 11 will be different. 

Qt's kinda like the USDA directives, isn't it?) 
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Tremels' biggest 

Ron Tremel and a Concolor Fir tree such as those he sells at 
his Nursery and Lawn Ornament business location near 
Earling 

by Lou Waite 

Ronald (Ron) Tremel. of ncar 
Earling in Shelby County, gave up 
farm10g at the end of last year. It 
was not because he wasn't successful 
at that occupation. It may have been 
because cloning of humans IS still 
10 the experimental stage. A less 
tonguc-m-cheek explananon is 
simply that the nursery bus10ess the 
Trcmels' began 19 years ago was 
takmg a major portion of their ume. 

What began as a basac tree/shrub 
nursery business bas gradually 
grown to mclude landscapmg, design 
and ma10tenance. producuon of lawn 
ornameniS. sale of flowenng 
perenmals, cu.stomer servaces and 
much more. "Smce I can't add hours 
to the day." Ron said with a smalc 
•I had to set some pnonlles So we 
rented out the land, and are now 
.:oncentratmg on the nursery " The 
busanes.~ is technically hsted 3!> 

1'1 emel Nursery and Lawn 
Omamenls 

When one VIewS 18,()()() 
::ontuners of shade and fruit trees 
111d shrubs filling an acre of land, 
111d another four-acre tract planted 
;~~ath evergreen (Christmas) trees, 
JOe can understand the deciSaoo. Add 
o thiS the many perenmals whach 
ll'C offered, and the colorful variety 
lf lawn ornaments (brrd fountams 
ll'C the most popular). the 
landscaplflg services, etc., one 
Nonders if the Tremel's days are 
ong enough even now. 

Ron noted that supplying trees 
md shrubs for farm windbreaks 
:ompnscs about 75% of the 
>usiness. These serve both a 
>racucal and esthetic I urpose. But 
1e also supplies trees. shrubs and 
>erennials for urban projects whach 

are more of an ornamental nature. 
He also does the landscap10g for 
many of these projects, as weU as 
for andlVIdual customers. 

"I usually suggest a destgn. and 
once at IS approved. do the 
planung," Roo remarked. 

"Sometimes the customer IS 

mvolved with the work, and I serve 
as advisor. Others have me do the 
whole thing. and maintain 11 
afterward. Whichever way is fine 
with me ... whatever works. We 
slri ve to please." 

Ron noted that the demand for 
perenmals has increased. and is the 
reason those were added to !hell' 
mvcntory Popular vaneues are 
roses. hybnd day lilies. ho)tas 
peon1es (tree and bush). silver 
mound. creep10g phlox. etc. Ron 
commented that the old-fa~haoned. 
sweet-fragrance<! roses arc coming 
back m the scene. "But my wafe 
Kathy 1s the perennial expert". he 
saad w1th a grin, "as well as beang 
anvolvcd an the entire operation. She 
can do anythmg I can do. and some 
th10gs better. but don't tell her I saJd 
that!" (We won't!) 

He went on to note that Kathy 
also does the painting of the 
ornaments, IS bookkeeper and takes 
care of customer relations. All llus 
10 addition to bemg wife and mother. 
and breeding and raising mml31urc 
horses (more about this later). 

The Tremels' began therr 
business with "bare root" stock, but 
now use 9" potted liners. The stock 
IS purchased 3 to 6 inches tall, 
depcnd10g upon the plant. then are 
transferred from a small pot to a 3 to 
4-gallon sized container. They grow 
10 these pots until they are ready for 
sale. Dccaduous (shade) trees arc 

problem? Never enough time! 
grown in 15-gallon contuners. 

Ron commented that he as 
woa king toward devclopmg a better 
root system so recently has begun 
coaong the anterior of the pols w1th 
what is called "spm out". Tius has a 
latex earner wh1ch IS a concentrated 
nucro-nutrient system The root lips 
grow unul they touch the coaling 
on the pots, which "burns" the root 
ups off. The plant then sends out 
more roots to compensate. These 
new shoots branch out mto new 
soil, rather tllan growmg around and 
around and eventually "stranglmg" 
or shu tung off sustenance to the 
plant. 

"Root ups absorb m01stur~ and 
nutncnts so we want to encourage 
the growth of more and more of 
them. Ron explained. "After 
planung the tree or whatever w11l 
recover faster and wuh less shoe: I... 
We used to spray the spin-out onto 
the 10s1de of the pots. but now some 
pre-coated contamers are becom10g 
available. We have used root control 
bags 10 the past for the same 
purpose, but the sp10-out IS easier 
and more economacalto use " Then 
wath a hft of the eyebrow Ron 
added, "I'm never satisfied 
never thmk 11 (the system or 
process) good enough. That's why I 
hkc to try new things " 

Survivability of the plant specaes 
and satJSfied customers are the key. 
Ron said. Both of these have 
mcreased. wtuch IS vcnficaoon that 
the "new things" he tried have been 
successful. He gave a valuable hint 
for keeping deer or other "critters" 
from mbbling at the new 
evergreen/deciduous tree growth. 
"Just take some muuature bars of 
soap. such as are given out by 
motels. etc., leave the wrapper on, 
and tie two or three to several trees 
m the grove,· he advised. "The 
stronger the fragrance of the soap. 
the beuer. Tlus does work!!" 

Ron prunes and lrlmS trees and 
shrubs. He has an established 
customer route which covers 
approximately a 25-mile radlUS 
around Earling. with a few "detours" 
here and there which range further 
afield. He would like to 
accommodate more customers. but 
once again saJd. "Time (or lack of it) 
1s the problem". 

"I hear people complain that 

Boyer Valley 
Farm & Home 

Center 

"Your one-stop spot 
for all your home 
construction and 

repair needs" 

Woodbine, lA 
712-647-2816 

Roge1 & Pat Melby 

there is not enough work for them 
to do ... they can't find JObs," Ron 
saad. frowning slightly. "and I say, 
baloney! There's work to do if you 
are walling to do 11. Th1s 1s hard 
work, yes, but it has ats rewards. 
You have to know your hmits You 
cant do 11 all• The problem IS. 10 
my opinaon, some people JUSt don't 
.want to put enough effor1 mto 
whatever they do to make a success 
of it." 

The Tremel siblmgs arc Daniel, 
12: Kauc 9 and Kevin 6. They arc 
members of the Northern Explorers 
4-H club. and assist with the famaly 
operation. 

Katie IS involved with her 
mother. Kathy. m the raasing of 
reg1stered mtniature horses. 
Currently there are 6 of these m 
thell' herd , w1th one new colt 
expected tn the spring. Ron 
explained that mlOiature horses 
represent all the familiar breeds. 
such as Palomino. Buckslan. 
Appaloosa, etc .. except that they arc 
much smaller. Class B mmaatures 
average 34" to 38" an hcaght. to the 
w1thers. ThetrS are all Class A. 
avcragang 34" and less 10 heaJZht. 

The "mallest miniature ever recorded 
was 19" tall, but that sue 1s very 
rare. The Tremel stallion measures 
27 inches in height. 

MJrnatures are kept for peL~. and 
Ron explamed that youngsters who 
weagh 50 pounds or less can ndc 

them. But many are r.used for show, 
and the Tremel siblings show for 4-
H projects. They also raise rabbits 
for4-H show. For Kathy and Kallc. 
and even the boys. the horses arc 
also a hobby. 

Ron's hobbaes are anuquc cars 
and street rods. and hls sons 
undoubtedly share an anterest 10 this 

. (it's a guy thmg!) Ron also 
collects toy tractors and enJOYS toy 
shows, where he can buy. sell and 
trade with other collectors. 

"But of course wath Kathy and I, 
the family and famtly activiucs 
always come ftrSt." Ron 
emphasized. 

The Tremels auend St. Joseph's 
Church m Earling. where he as a 
member of the Parish Council. 
They belong to the Iowa Club of 
Miniature Horses and several other 
Nauonal Horse Registries: Iowa 
Nurseries and Landscape Ao;sociaoon 
and the North American Concrete 
Producers Associal!on. They arc 
members of the Farm Bureau, and 
very active 10 community affrurs. 

Great New Ideas . 
NewEngone 
AGCOADis 
600Senes 

IUtlocharged 
liquid COOled 

desels 

NeN 
Tr a'lSITII$SIOII 

. Standard 
4-Speed 
transtniSSlOO 
or optlO!Ial 
18-speed 
~rfl 

Introducing the new \CCO .. \JJ,, 
9700 Series.The 9700:. gJ'C 

you a cho1ce of two complete!) 
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9745. Come get a good look 
at one today. 
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Parmen can laugh at themsetva, dgbt? The 
follcnrlng wu submitted to the newsletter. and 
we hope It wiD prove the truth of the previous 
statement. 

A day in the life of a farmer 
by A. Nonymoas 

3:00 - Cartoons 
5:00 am. - Wake up 3 5 Aft 
5:30 - Check on hlred man 1 - e m oon farm report. 

Check out the 
6 :00 - Breakfast at local cafe weather gir l 
7:00 - Trip to Big R 3:20 - Stop by and look at 
7:45 - Chec k lottery numbers new Dodge Ram 
8:00 - Drop wife off at real pickups 

Job 3:30 - F inal m arket check 
8:15 - Drtve s lowly d own 3:45- Call commod!Ues 

middle of g ravel road broker 
and check on com 4:00 _ Gas up p ickup and 
and beans socialize. Be certain 

8:30 - S top at the ~levator not to get there unW 
and watc h com s!Jde just before they close 
Into grate 4:30 - See CPA about latest 

8:45- Drtve lractor down tax d edu ctions 
middle of m ain 5:00 - Pick up wife at work 
s tre et. b locking botll 5:30 _ Dinne r 
lanes 5:45 - VIs it with wife while 

9:00 - Park a t cafe for s nack she washes dishes. 
9:30 - Check mail for latest pic ks up after you and 

g overnment check does la undry. 
10:00- Farm report. radio 6 00 Res aft 
10: 15 - Discuss board of trade : - l e r a very hard 

with local b anke r dayl 

10:20- Hit on the bank teller Sbelby SWCD/NRCS 
at the drive thro ug h 

10:30- Stop at post office to Filter strips 
gripe a t postal 
employee ab ou t late by Joni Scbwery 
government check Soil Conser vation Tech 

11:00 - Upda te farm report. 
radio 

11: 15 - Check with doctor 
a bo ut irregular pulse 

11:30- Start thinking abou t 
lun c h 

11:31 - Stop at farm s u p ply to 
price fertillzer. Gripe 
abou t p rices. Drink 
free coffee. G ripe 
because Is n ot fresh 
pot. G ripe about 
m onthly statemen t. 
even tho haven 't 
opened It yet. F llrt 
with office c lerk 

11:45 - S top at Implement 
dealer to check on 
new colors of hats 
and Jackets 

12:00 - Lunch 
12 :45 - BS session 
1:00 - Stop at home for 

RolaJds and 
b athroom 

Do you own land along a creek 
that IS someumes hard to farm due to 
flooding. erosion from creek 
overflow or just is always too wet? 
You can put this land into the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) by planting a stnp of grass 
up to 99 feet wide. or grass and/or 
trees up to J 50 feet w1de. 

Your rental payment will be 
based on the value of the three 
predommant soil typeS, plus a 20% 
bonus, plus $5 per acre for 
mamtenance. You can recetve these 
CRP payments for up to 15 years. 
This is a continuous stgnup. 

Some rental payments may be as 
high as $150 to $175 per acre, per 
year. 

New waterways and other 
pactices are also eligible for the 
CRP continuous signup. Stop in at 
our office at 1112 Monmingview 
Drive in Harlan, and learn more 
about this program. 

East Pott SWCDINRCS 

SWCD staffers 
work with schools 

The Soil and Water conservation 
DIStriCt m the East Pot1awauam1e 
County stnves to maintam a 
program of working w1th the area 
schools to supplement thelf 
curnculum in conservation Thclf 
goal is to g1ve conservauon 
presentations to teachers and students 
and provtde poster activity for the 
students as a summary 

The judging criteria credits fi fty 
percent for effectlVIty of the message 
as 11 pena10s to the thene. This 
year's theme is "Wonders of 
Wildhfe" 

Twenty-five percent consJdeljiUOn 
1s given to arusuc ability and 
neatness. The other 25 percent IS 
based on originality. 

Th1s year's partiCipants were the 
6th grade students from A voHa­
Shelby-Tennant; 5th graders from 
R1verside South and 6th grade 
classes of Walnut Commumty 
Schools. 

The pnze money and nbbons are 
proVIded by donated funds. Ftrst 
place m each level rece1ves S 15, 
second $10. and tlurd and honorable 
mennon $5. All paruc1pants are 
given a pencil when their posters are 
returned. 

Sixtb gra de winner s -
Keme Holtz , lst; Nancy 

Schrecengast, 2nd; Tyler SchlfTO, 
3rd; S1mon Nielsen. Anna Fell, 
Jenmfer Ploen. honorable mennon. 

Fiftb grade winners -
Kelly Bentley, 1-st; John Eyler. 

2nd; Rachel Shanno, 3rd; Glenna 
Freesner, Chris Wa:A honorable 
menuon. 

If you can't be thankful for 
what you receive, a t least be 
thankful for what you escape! 

It Is better to remain s ilen t 
and be thou gh t a fool than to 
speak and remove all doubU 

One of the mos t difficu lt 
mountains to cllmb Is the one 
made out of a molehJll. 

There mus t be something to 
relncamauon, the way people 
come back to Ufe at quitting 
Umel 1: 15 - Begin painting shed 

1:20 - E nd painting shed 
1:30 - Watch J eopardy 
2:00 - Regis and Kathy 
2:30 - Days of Our Uves 
2:24 - Nap 

YOUR WILSON EXTRA 

JIM SCHABEN 
REAL ESTATE 

SELLING BY AUCTION 
& PRIVATE LISTING 

JOHN A. HANSEN, 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 

LOGAN, lA 51546 
712-644-3001 

Built-in protection 
against disease 

Thanks to Wilson's exotic germplasm, 
many of our hybrids are naturally 

resistant to diseases 

SEEDS 

Precision (jenetics 

'I1ie rig/it pfant in tfie rig/it pface 

%gfiway 44 TAst, :Harfan, IJI. 
1-800-7 4 7-1200 
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Seidel is District Conservationist 
at Atlantic NRCS field office 

Martin Edward (Ed) Se1del will 
assume dulles as District 
Conservationist on March 30 at the 
Ca~s County Naturat Resources 
Conservation Service field office 
10 Atlanuc. Unul th1s promouon, 
Seidel has been a Soil 
Conservauomst at the Shelby 
County NRCS office in Harlan. 

A native of Troy M1ssouri. "Ed' 
rece1ved his degree tn Agronomy 
from Missouri State University in 
Columb1a, MO. 

In 1975, he served as a student 
tramee 10 Dubuque County.lowa 
wuh what was then the Soil and 
Water Conscrvauon Service. In 
1976. he conunued 1ntem sh1p tn 
Jackson County 

In 1977 he began as a Soil 
Conservauomst 10 Fatrlield, 
Jefferson County. Iowa. In 
ensumg years. he served m the 
same capacuy in Washington and 
Osceola Counties. In 1982. he was 
ass1gned to Harrison County, and 
in 1996 came to the Shelby 
locauon. 

"I have enjoyed the ume m 
Shelby County," Ed satd, "worlcing 
with the office staff, farmers and 
landowners. I have also enJoyed the 
Long Branch Watershed activities 
and other projects with which I 
have been involved. 1 have been 
espectaiJy pleased to assist with the 
6th grade Conservanon Days, and 
feel it IS imponantto educate our 
youth about the need to conserve 
and preserve natural resources." 

Ed added. however, that he tS 
looking forward to "new honzons 
and perhaps a few new challenges" 
in Cass County. 

Ed and his wtfe Sharon, who IS 
an Adult Baste Educanon 
Specialist. plan to move from 
Logan to Atlantic in the near 
fu ture. They have two daughters. 

Mart in E. (Ed) Seidel 

Mary IS a Jumor elementary 
cducauon maJOr at Southwest 
Bapttst Umverstty m Boltvar. MO. 
Cynth1a is a freshman at Dav1d 
L1pscomb Umvers1ty tn Nashv1lle. 
Tennessee, and plannmg to be a 
d1euctan. 

Ed IS an expenenced aptarJSL. and 
has become known for the quality 
of honey Ius bees produce. He is 
also a rose-grower/lover and an aVJd 
cross-country cyclist., having taken 
part m RAGBRAI and BRAN. 

Sharon enjoys music, crafts and 
seWlllg, and takes a deep mterest m 
clients wtth whom she works as an 
educaiOr. 

No man Is tn compeUUon with 
another man . h e Is tn conflict 
wtth hJs own errors. 

The only complete mis take Is 
the mistake from which we Jearn 
nothing. 

Try to learn from the mis takes 
of others. You can't poss ibly live 
long enough to make them all 
yourselll 

Abou t the Ume we learn to 
make the most of Ufe, the most 
of life Is gone! 

Midstates Bank, N.A. 

Four Convenient Locations to Seroe You 

Citize-as Natwnal Bank,Avoca 

First Nahonal Bank, Missouri Valley 

First National Bank of Mondantin 

Harlan National Bank, Harlan 

Committed to Providing You 
Quality Customer Service. 
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First public hunting area established in East Pottawattamie 

-
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origmal survey and coordinated the 
drafung and destgn of the plans. He 
remarked that the state office, the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
and the Pottawattamie County 
Engmecr w11l all be involved in the 
final approval process. 

Asay stated that the donation 
from Pheasants Forever was a 
welcome and appreciated beginmng 
for the project, but that further 
fundmg is needed. Thus far, 
anuctpated revenue will come from 
the County Road Department, in 
heu of having to replace the old 
bridge; Quails Unlimited has 
promtsed S6600; and East PotL 
SWCD will contnbute $7.000 in 
the form of co~t-share from Local 
Opt1on Sales Tax (LOST) funds 

"We will be writing for grant 
rcque.\L\ from US Fish and Wildlife. 
Wildlife Forever, Iowa Farm Bureau, 
Trees Forever, the Iowa West 
Foundauon. and any others we feel 
m1ght help us." Asay satd 

and other problems would otherwise • 
have made the projeGt unrealistic for 
them. Now, thanks to their dream 
come true, the public will benefit as 
well. 

"The preserve will be restncted to 
huntmg and fishmg ... no 
picknicking or camp10g," Asay said, 
"but the public will be invited to 
enjoy the natural habitat It will be a 
low-maintenance facility, providing 
excellent educauon opporturulies for 
young and old. We members of the 
foundauon arc looking forward to 
having some of the best public areas 
such as this 10 the state•• 

Once developed and f manciaUy 
sol1d, the site w1ll be turned over to 
the County Conservation Board for 
mamtenance. Shoemaker will then 
become more 1nvolvcd. "I feel th•s 
w111 be a valuable asset to the 
county and the area." Shoemaker 
commented. "and hopefully just the 
begmning of more to come." 

Discussing ways and means for the hunting preserve recently were Mark Shoemaker a nd Brad 
Asay, seated, and Clair Acker and Roo Peterson, standing. 

"Formtng partnerships such as this 
JS important to the success of any 
pro)CCt". he afflfffied, "and we hope 
to encourage other landowners or 
private and public organit.atioos to 
do the same." 

The Pottawattarnie Conservauon 
Board consists of 12 members, and 
there IS also a I 0 member AdviSOry 
Council to lend support. All of 
these mdJVJduals serve on a 
voluntary basis. 

Asay has been a promoter of 
conservation and an aVId 
outdoorsman "all of his life", and 
has been with the foundation since 
the early 90's. A native of the Quad 
Cities and former poltce officer, he 
is a resident of Council Bluffs. 

It was recently announced that were. actually none. " he sa1d, "unul 
the Pouawanamie County Chapter now." 
of Pheasants Forever had donated But now, with apologies to Paul 
$10.000 to be used to help establish Harvey. for the rest of the story. 
the fJCSt public hunung area 10 East It all began, it was learned, when 
Poll. county. The contribution was two brothers, Harold and Ronald 
made to the Pott. County Young. carne to Clatr Acker of 
Conservauon Foundation and the NRCS and told htm they were 
check accepted by Brad Asay. interested in creating a pond on 
president of the foundation. some of thetr land. Clair had 

Asay explained that the previously consulted C10dy 
foundauon 1s a non-profit Thompson of the PoLL. County 
organization, solely designed for the Conservauon Board about possible 
purpose of preserving habitat and expans1on 1010 the East Poll. area. 
w1ldlife areas for public use and When the Youngs made thetr 
enjoyment. It is affiliated Wlth the request, he remembered this and 
Conservation Board. which began makmg the contacts necessary 
ma10tams and superv1ses the county to "funher the cause". Among others 
parks and recreation areas. He also becom10g involved w1th the project 
noted that although the county JS the were Mark Shoemaker. 
second largest 10 the state area-wise. Conservauon Board Duector. Brad 
IllS "sadly lacking" 10 pubhc Asay, Greg MathiS, D1sLnct 
hunting opportumlies. "There are, or Conservauonist, and Mark McCurdy 

Crop Production 
Services 

Fertilizers, Chemicals 
Scouting, Custom Application, 

GPS & Other Agronomic Services 

712-741-5473 or 1-800-578-2902 
317 West Kimball 
Hancock, Iowa 

and Ron Peterson. NRCS engineers. 
The site is located five miles east 

and two miles south of Carson, on 
Highway 92. The Young Brothers 
donated 10 acres of the land, and sold 
the remaining 70 acres of the 80-acre 
tract to the foundation for S 101,500 
on a five-year contract. It will be 

Asay pointed out that the Young 
Brothers, by forming a partnership 
w1th the foundation. will see a 
lifeume dream come true - a fishmg 
pond at the site. Lack of resources 

Beedle new Extension Director 
developed into a public hun ling area Perry Beedle m (Bud) assumed fa!her, and served with Iowa 
for upland birds (pheasant. quail, the position of County Extens1on NauonaJ Guard. 
grouse, panndge, tuikey) and game Educauon DlfCCtor m East He and his wife. Marsha. live on a 
such as deer. Pottawattamie County on farm southeast of Oakland. They 

At the present ume, plans are to December I, I m. He replaces Don have three children: Perry IV, who 
replace an old county bndge Wlth an Baker, who rellfed on January 2 of is a student at Iowa Western 
earthen darn, then 10 acres of land this year. Community College and will 
behind it will be flooded to create a Beedle rcce1ved his BS degree transfer to ISU io Ames ne~t fall. 
pond. Native prat.rie grasses and from Iowa State University, Wlth a Jodi, a jumor at Nebraska Med.tcal 
wildflowers will be planted. ma1or m Aruma! Science and a School of Nursing in Omaha and 
providing buffer zones between minor in Ag Business. He served as Lindsay, a seruor at Riverside High 
various wildlife habitat areas. A ISU ExterJSion Assoc18te from School, who has applted for 
five-acre plot w1ll be establtshed as a 1987 until 1990, ass1s11ng w1th admiSSion to Nebraska Medical 
hunting area, and the pond will be livestock record closings. and as a School of Nursing. 
stocked with fJSh. It is hoped to Livestock Iniuauve Techmcian m Marsha is employed at Cogley 
have the area ready for publtc use by 1990-91. His most recent prior OBGYN Cltmc in Council Bluffs. 
fall. employment was as V1ce President Beedle has been an area resident 

Peterson. engineer from the of Qaldand State Bank. He has for most of his life. "I look forward 
Atlaouc office. was in charge of the farmed m partnership w1th his to serving the people of East 

.. -•••••••••••••••••••••Ill Pouawattam1e County 10 this new 

Citizens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checking - Savings - Certitlcates - All types of 

1l:t (712) ~82-s431 i=QJ~ 
i.ENDEfl 

role," he said. "and antic1pate 
working with man} old fnends. as 
well as mcetmg many new people." 

_, ..... -

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto 
Duane Mcfadden 

and Lonn Schleuter 

New Holland 
Great Plains * Hiniker 

Kinze * Krause 
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Tradition and heritage important to Hazel Harvey 
by Lou Waite 

Hazel Harvey said reflectively, 
'What IS that old sayrng about 
t.aldng the person from the farm, 
but not the farm from the person? I 
guess that would describe me. I feel 
a need to protect and preserve my 
heritage, and continue a family 
ttadition." 

That tradition followed by both 
ber maternal and paternal ancestors 
is. of course, stewardship of the 
land. Hazel is now owner of fanns 
inherited from each side of her 
family. located 10 Valley 
Township, East Ponawattamie 
County, near Oakland. Iowa. 

Hazel, however, 1s execuuve 
ass1stant to the chamnan of U S. 
Equnies Realty. Inc., 10 Ch1cago. 
It IS a commercial real finn 
specializ10g in leasing, 
management, 10vestment. 
construcuon and development of 
commercial real estate throughout 
the United States. Just last year. 
!hey opened an office in Buenos 
Aires, Argenuna. 

Hazel's circumstance in not 
unusual, for "absentee landlords", 

1 as !hey are tenned., are quite 
common m the agricultural picture. 
But perhaps not as common is the 
close tie she mainlalns With her 
"roots". 

"I feel good about havmg the 
farms," she said emphatically. 
"They are still a pan of me. I was 
born and bred in that environment, 
and 1 hope to never gtve 11 up -- the 
couniJy will always be m my heart! 
When I was growing up, a sttetch 
of land, approximately three miles 
m the Oakland· Hancock area. was 
fanned by my relatives. Our farm 
was 10 the middle, so I was 
surrounded by uncles, aunts and 
cousms. Some of them are still 
there." 

The 280 acre farm from her 
father's side of the family is 
operated by DWight (Pete) Hobson, 
while Robert Scott operates the 
farm once belonging to her 
mother's father. "They are two of 
the best tenants one could have and 
I am very, very fortunate to have 
them," Hazel affirmed. "They are 
nard-working, and just as concerned 
about the land as if it were their 

SERVICES 

Jack Stamp 
Sales rep for 

Pioneer products 

Persia Office: 

712-488~2014 

Shelby Office: 
712-544-2020 

PION EER. 

own. We have an excellent 
busmess relauonsh1p, with open 
commumcation on both sides. 
They are also fnends, and I have 
known them for almost my enure 
life." 

Hazel keeps 10 close touch, 
making tnps back to Iowa at 6 to 8 
week intervals, visit10g her mother, 
Phyllis (B10gham) Harvey, tn 
Oakland, as well as olher relatives 
and friends. She also enjoys treks 
to the farms and "communmg w1th 
nature", as well as nottng the 
progress or changes made. 

Some of those changes have 
included installing headlands, 
construenng waterways, building 
terraces, restonng the farm houses 
where tenants live, no-tilling for 
numerous years while working 
with high residue amounts, and 
more. 

Pete Hobson commented, "I 
have known Hazel and her family 
for over twenty years, and I have 
also farmed lhe land for that long. I 
respect her as a conservationist . . 
preserving Iowa's hentage ... 
farm mg." 

Bob Scott said, "I have farmed 
this ground for lhuly-Lhree years. 
The biggest change I have seen IS 

the concern for stopping erosion on 
the farm. This has been done by 

IOSt.alling ule and buildmg terraces. 
The 160 acres I farm 1:> 100% better 
today than 11 was when I started a.~ 
a tenant." 

Hazel IS obviOusly dedicated to 
the preservation of natural resources 
and protection of wildlife. She also 
has an avid mtcrest in preserving 
histoncal build10gs, V1ctorian 
houses and artifacts of the pasL 
This past year, she was involved 10 
1ssues relattng to constructing a 
new basement (replacing lhc old 
basement which her grandfather dug 
by hand) under the house where her 
father was born and raised. (After 
retirement, he moved to the house 
where Hazel grew up.) ''There were a 
lot of food memories recalled and 
stones told as we tore the old 
basement apan," she mused, "from 
tearing out the old coal bin, rippmg 
out the old concrete stand where the 
milk separator once stood, to 
finding treasures we are certatn my 
grandfather left bebind." 

When asked what ctrcumstances 
caused her to leave the environment 
she loved, Hazel said, "I mamed 
my hometown sweetheart. moved 
with htm to Arizona, where he 
completed graduate school. We then 
came to Ch1cago, where we 
obtained jobs (both in advertising), 
and later were transferred to 

FIRST 
BANK 
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Logan, Iowa 
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Cop U ol -o c counts o u e r S 3, 5o o, o o O' 

Member FDIC (712) 644- 2310 

London, England. After I became 
single agam. I returned to Chicago. 
and 10 1982 began my present 
employment." 

Huel stated that she enjoys 
travel. and once she vis11S Alaska 
wJII have been 10 all 50 states. 
While living in England. she had 
the opportunity to travel 
throughout the Umted Kingdom. 
Europe. Greece and Sweden. and 
has been to "ne1ghbors" Canada and 
Mex1co. "Dunng my travels." she 
said. "I always make 11 a pomt to 
get tO the count.rys1de and see how 
(tJ1e1r) country life dlllers from that 
10 Amenca I plan to 'cc more of 
the world and the 'universal atlas' ts 
never far from my reach' 

She commented that hv10g m 
the c1ty allows many opportumllcs 
to attend numerous cultural events 
and frequent good restauranL~ wh1ch 
are w1thm walk10g distance. "But," 
she empha.\lzed "I never give up the 
chance of go10g anuqumg, or 
getting to the country for some 
biking, h1k1ng, long walks or a 
mght of camping under the stars 
and breathmg our most God-g1ven 
asset .. fresh aJC!" She adm1Ued 
that there IS some pleasure 10 
smelltng the "natural aroma" when 
passing a livestock bam. "I tell my 
city friends (with thw noses 
crunched up) 'that is the smell of 
SS to a farmer"'. she SaJd with a 
chuckle. She added that while 
growing up on the farm. there were 
always many an1mals, and her life 

today IS shared w1th a domestic cat. 
which was recently featured 111 thl: 
March 1ssue of Cat Fancy 
maga11ne. 

Ha1.cl is a member of the Farm 
Bureau, ProfessiOnal Secretaries 
International. and the Fourth Stn:ct 
Presbysterian Church 111 Ch1cago 
"Tius IS the church used 10 filming 
the movie, My Best Frrend's 
\Veddmg, Hazel confided. "and it 
was quite exc1ttng to see all the 
ac11v11y 10volved w1th 11 at the 
lime." 

Greg Math1s. 01strict 
Conserva!lomst sa1d. "Ha1el1s an 
excellent example of the absentee 
landlord who understands lhc 
respons1b1lity wh1ch comes with 
ownersh1p of the land 

"We encourage all landowner.; 
hving long distances away to call 
the NRCS office 10 the county 
where theJC farm exists for 
10fonnation on how to take better 
care of LhcJC farm10g resources.· 

750 No-Till Drill 
Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 

• Seeds mto vutually any 
condition w1th m1111 
mal SOil disturbanc~. 

• '\~11 IIVt hydraulics 
let you set Opt'ner 
down-pressure m 
seconds 

• Exceptional acruraq 
and depth (Cntrc) 

• Ad!Uitable, corro110n· 
r~lstant, 3-position 
set'l!/fert1llzer d1v1der. 

• JO. IS- and 20.toot 
w1dths. Fu ii 4S·Imh 
cltar 1{~. l. rJIO or 
gram/fertilizer. fwo­
umt hitch ava1lable 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712-486~2441 800-373-3185 

GOOD DEALS ... AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 
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Not into CRP? Get stripped! 
by Kevin Gee less busy 
Tech. Aide With the local option sales tax 

money. we arc cost-sharing many of 
Do you have areas that dad not get these types of project.s now at 50% 

iK:Ceptcd mto the regular CRP of the constructed cost. The payment 
stgnup? Do you have sadc-hall areas on gras~cd niter srnps IS based on 
on owned or rented land that does not the s01l type(s) m the area. plus S5 
have te~race.o;. but you would hke to per acre maintenance fcc, plus an 
be able to do tillage on com stalks? addauonal 20% over the regular soil 
Would you like to receave the type rate. Two of the most common 
crosaon control benefitS on grass sOil type.-; along creeks mclud~ II 8 
huffer stnps or filter strips while not and 88 The rate.~ for these soals arc 
gavmg up cash rent or these areas'! If $115 and $135. respectively. Thus u 
vou answered "yes" to any of these 88 was the soalm a filter stnp area • 
quesuons the Continuous CRP the rate would be $136 per acre plus 
Program may be for you. 20%. plu\ $5 per acre. or Sl67 per 

The Conunuous CRP Program acre. Most people wall fmd thas rate 
basacally centers around three items very attracuve a\ opposed to 
for tlus county· contour gra\S buffer producuon on these areas. 
strips for the sadehalls. grassed If your offer 10 renew your 
waterways and grassed falter strips exastmg CRP contract was not 
along creeks. Eligible land for the accepted. or if you have untecraced 
progrnm ancludes ground wtuch has lullsades. the grassed buffer strips 
been cropped two of the past five entered under the conunuous CRP 
y~. or has tx:cn an the CRP or set- may be of mtcrest. Typ1cally, there 
asade program m the past. Sagn up arc two methods to lay out grass 
for the program can range from 10 to stnps. The pomt rows may be put m 
15 years and applica!lons arc taken the crop portion between each grass 
any busaness day. Typacally, strap or m the grass stnp portaon 
payment as prorated from the first of uself. The normal grass width IS 30 
the month following applieauon feet on the upper stnps, or up to 60 
and is made on October 1 hke the feet on the lowest stnp af there is 
regular CRP program. Thus, if you JUSt one strip entered. However. if 
would enter a paece of land tlus the pomt rows are putm the grassed 
March, your first-year payment areas, the strip may be much wider 
would run from April I to October on these correcuon areas. Normally, 
I . and then a full year payment for people choose 90 to 150 feet of 
the next 9 years. Eli gable producers cropable area between grass stnps 
must have owned or leased the to fit planter passes. Wath grassed 
property for at least one year. buffer stnps. you may also enter the 

The payment rates are based on ;mall grossed waterways and 
eqwtable cash rent rates for the three headlands (up to 66 feet Wide) under 
prommcnt sot I types 10 the area the same application af 10 the same 
entered. The most common side-htll area. The contllluous CRP may 
soals in the county-- 99C. 1002 and uuhze the same brome grass species 
9902 pay $1 15. $105 and S 105 per already established for ex.istmg CRP 
year, respecuvely. All conunuous fields wathout any interseeding. 
CRP contractS also receive an 
additional $5 per acre per year for The continuous CRP is a very 
mamtenance weed control. about the good option for many owners and 
rent rate for that soil. Thus, if you operators in the MidwesL The local 
entered a grassed buffer stnp 30 to 60 NRCS will assast in locating your 
foot wide, containing 990 2 soil, you strip boundaries so you may lcill or 
would receive S 110 per acre per year till the area around the strips for 
on however many acres in the strip. cropping JllllP?SCS· If interested in a 
There is no "bidding" process in copy of the soil type rental rate for 
continuous CRP. each county, please stop at your 
The~ filter strip areas are local NRCS of FSA office. 

' I I.~· 

Stewardship Week 

" Wonders of 

Wildlife" theme 
Just about everyone enjoys seemg 

waldlife m thetr backyard or in the 
countrysade. Organizers of thas year's 
Soal and Water Stewardship Wedc 
observance are hopmg that thctr 
Wonders of Wrldlife theme will 
attract mterest from the pubhc and 
that md1v1duals and families w1ll 
take the lime to apply baste 
conservation pracuce:; that wtll 
benefit the anJJTials and btrds that are 
thetr ne1ghbors. wherever they ilve. 

SWCD staffers work with schools 

To encollfagc backyard wJidilfe 
hab1tat ImprovementS, the East 
Po11awattam1e SWCO mvates you to 
celebrate Soil and Water Stewardslup I 
Week April 26 - May 3, and to learn 
more about ways you can trnprove 
wildlife habitat in your b backyard 
and neighborhood. Your local 
conservauon dtStnct works with the 
National Assocaation of 

by Loleta Hanson 
Walnut Elementary 
First Grade Teacher 

Michelle Zimmerman came to 
first grade class on Wednesday, 
February 28. She talked to us about 
how she became intecested in her 
career. She anended college at 
Northwest Missouri State and 
maJOred in agribusiness. 

Michelle worked tor Ule extenston 

m Shelby County before acceptmg 
her present position in Oakland. 

She told us about animals needmg 
fOO<i water, atr and sheller. We then 
made animal tracks of a coot, fox. 
deer, rabbit, raccoon, dog and 
woodchuck. We made the tracks 
using stamps and pamL This was 
kind of messy. but was was fun to 
learn about animal tracks m this 
way. 

Conservation OtStnctS, which helps 
produce some of the mformauonal 
material available to you. 
Stewardslup Week promotional 
matenals are suited for use in both 
churches and schools. as well as 
general civic gatherings, such as 
garden clubs. 

What happened to wetland project? Darrell Stamp, Chainnan of East 
Pottawatta!me SWCO, said 

by Emily Snyder 
Walnut Higb School J unior 

Although not much has been said 
about the wetlands project lately. it 
is su II underway. 

This project was started by the 
class of 1996, whach did the 
fundraising and planning. Then those 
studentS graduated. the wetland 
project was handed down to the class 
of2003. 

The wetlanG . is located on the 
southwest edge of WalnuL This area 
has a natural growing underground 
spring. The studentS plan to restore 
it to a raatural habitat for plants and 
wildlife. 

The bids for the di.rtwork and 
asphalt trails are going to be taken 
in March. The designs for the trails 

have already been finished by the "Backyard wildlife unprovementS can 
arclutectS. be as sunple as placing a peanut 

butler filled pme cone in a tree for 
The trees have been ordered. but birds, to a project as complicated as 

due to bad weather last fall. they mstalling a wetland or small pond to 
were not plant~ Ther are scheduled attract other species of wildlife. • 
to be planted this spnng. Personnel at the conservation 

The seventh. ~e studen~ hope to diStrict or other community wildlife = construcuon m late spnng or organizations can help identify those 
Y summer. practices which are best SUited for 

The Phil and Kim Knapp family 
have also volunteered their time to 
help construct the wetlands. 

FU'SI grade teacher Loleta Hansen 
helped start and coordinate this 
project, and is still active with it. 
Mrs. Hansen said. "It's been a long, 
educational process, but it will be a 
wonderful place for adults and 
children to en joy when it is 
finished." 

your own backyard, whether it be a 
small urban pon:h, or several acres m 
the country. 

To learn more about conservation 
practices which benefit wildlife, 
contact the SWCD office during 
business boors at 321 Oakland Ave., 
Oakland, lA 712-482-6408. 

those along creeks. nvers and smaller 
streams which typical range from 66 
to 99 feet. however slightly raarrowcr ,..•••••••••••••••••••••• .. ,.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
strips may be used. Grassed filter 
strips can be very beneficial to reduce 
creek bank sloughing. cutbacks into 
the crop field, wildlife destruction of 
crop tum-rows. etc. Ano!}ler plus 
wath the filter strips as that work on 
creek bank cutbacks may be done in 
the summer when the contractors arc 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Della Ave. 

McClelland, lA 51548-6110 
712-487-3167 

Your past and future 
business 

is appreciated 

Boeck Construction 

-~ 
tJ ~I 1,_"':' ~ 

Frank Boeck 

012) 654-5682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating 

Box 74 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 

Moores Pumping 
Sepdc Tanks, Hog Pits, etc. Cleaned 

Porta-Potty Rentals 
Any event, Any place, Any dme 

Terry Moores , Woodbine 
(712) 647-3117 

HUSZ 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

44114 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKlAND, IOWA 

All TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 711·482·6852 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 711·484·3435 

(712) 643-2281 

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague* Dunlap, Iowa 51529 

rl 



• I 

Jib 

fe, 
I g 

Ave. 

rusz 
51 

35 

g 

~ 

East Pottawattamie SWCD Page 13 

321 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560-0217 Ph. 712-48~6408 FAX 712-482-3561 

Tillage Round Table discussion held 
ehminated Ute concerns I had w1Ut 
erosion by water runrung down a 
kmfe mark. I may try coultering 
and inJCCting 28% as a way 10 

reduce n:sJduc dt~turbancc. I'm 
defmirely convinced a no-tiller ha\ 
to get the N l!l the ground. 

"Pete" Hobson 

makes response 
A "Tillage Round Table" was 

held on February 18 at the Ciuzen's 
State Bank conference room m 
Oakland. The conference was 
sponsored by the East 
Ponawauamie SWCD and featured 
Dr. Doug Karlen. Soli Tilth 
Specialist from Iowa State 
University. Ames. 

Karlen showed slides and gave 
commentary having to do with soil 
quality. compaction. organiC 
maucr. tillage 1mpacts, post CRP 
dects1ons. swine manure 
challenges. crop rotauon 1m pacts, 
etc. He pointed out that soil is a 
"dynamic. hving body" and asked 
the paruc1pants. "Arc you 
sustaming 11, mruntammg it or 
degrodtng 11"? He presented a 
plethora of further informauon and 
made suggestions on how to 
alleviate some of the common 
conditions which affect soli 
viability. 

During the presentauon. mput 
was received from representatives of 
vanous ag businesses. financial 
insututions. tmplement compruues. 
etc., a~ well as landowners and 
operators. 

Followmg the session, Pete 
Hobson of Oakland was asked to 
give hts impression of the value or 
content of the round table and how 
11 mi~ht impact h1s thmlong or 
mode of operation. He gave his 
answers to a questionruure which 
each person attending was asked to 
complete. 

Q • Do producers 
understand the characteristics 
or good soil health? Do they 
understand what compaction 
really is and what causes it? 
What creates good 
permeability in soil? 

Hobson - Overall I would say 
yes. most farmers are well aware of 
what good. healthy soil is 
However, I also believe that what 
mosr believe is good soil health is 
really JUSt good, mherent 
properties and the farmers who can 
1mprove soil charactenstics, such 
as permeability. aggregate stze, 
orgamc content, etc .. arc few and 
far between Time constraints and 
weaUter conditions arc the leading 
causes of compaCtion Econom1cs 
have prevented some farms adapung 
no-till (lower gross income or 
possibly higher mput costs) Some 
good educauon and analysis would 
eliminate some of these concerns. 

Q • How can machinery 
selection affect soil health? 
What are the trends in 
machinery used in East Pott.? 

Hobson • There 1s no doubt 
that controlled wheel traffic will 
improve soil structure (Jess 
compaction). The eas1est way to 
get there is to operate wider 
equipment. If Ute trend is to move 
away from no-till ( wh1ch was 
discussed at the meeting) and go 
back to minimum till, it is most 
hlcely because of cooler, wetter 
soils m no-till. More no-tillers arc 
trying to address this problem wtth 
trash wipers. usmg IJi gauge 
wheels, seed firmers and different 
closing wheels, etc. The last two or 

The other concern w1th plantmg 
com no u II has been the cooler. 
wetter soil I am going to try 
putllng IH gauge wheels on my 
Whue planter. and Keeton seed 
firmers. and use the m1mmum 
down pressure necessary to 
eliminate the s1dewall compaction 
Also. I'm paymg much more 
allenuon to cold germmauon. 
among various varicues Some 
corn vaneues arc much more 
adap1ed to no-till. espcc1ally 
concemmg gcrntmauon. 

Karlen (background center) and some of tho~ attending the tillage round-table d~u.,~ion. 
Pete Hobson (with bands under chin) is seated at the r ight. 

P & K are topdressed and 
although fen1lity is straufied. so 
arc your roots. and I haven't seen 
th1s to be a problem. I have used 
Pel lime. but have moved back 10 

ag lime. all top dressed and w1ll 
wrut for 11 to filter down Utrough 

three wet spnngs have been more 
the aberrallon than the norm A lot 
of no-tillers were first mterested in 
no-ull as a way to save mmsture 
and ensure gcrmmation. 

Q • What is the trend on 
bow to apply nutrients and 
lime. What equipment is being 
used and when i~ it being 
applied? 

Hobson - Topdressmg P & K 
and lime works well for 
mamtenance applications. If this IS 
a build-up program or corrective 
program (ie. 4-ron hme) •t would 
be most effective 1f incorporated. 
The altemauve is to topdrcss 
repeatedly over a period of years, 
and the waiting will kill you! 
Takes a lot of patience. but it also 
spreads out your cost. 

As far as N applications go. I 
thtnk the long-term no-tillers are 
moving to injecting N. either 28% 
or NH3. Surface applied N m no­
till has been popular and is 
convement, but as the mulch 
builds, u seems that topdressed N 
is less effective (C:N rauo?). 

The cqwpment manufacturers 
have really improved theN 
application cqwpment the past 10 
years. and I see no reason why a 
no-ullcr would want to surface­
apply N any more. 

Q · What is the trend for 
'1\eed control in East Pott,? 
What chemicals are being 
used? Are they as toxic as they 
were ten years ago? What type 
or chemical control system are 
successful no-tillers using? 

Hob!.On • The more successful 
no-tillers arc committed to a two­
pass spraying system, te burndown 
followed by post-emergence or a 
pre-emerge followed with a post 
emerge. A one-pass spray system 
didn't work very wellm a tillage 
system unless it was followed up 
by cultivation. The no-tiller has 
substituted a second spraying for 
the tillage and cultivation. 

Roundup-ready soybcans,lMl 
com. L1berty com. SR com, etc., 
are becoming popular for effective. 
planned systems that are usually 
rumed at problem weeds. I also 
believe there has been a move to 
avoid using some ALS herbicides. 
or to be sure to include another 
mode of action to ptck up the 
weeds the ALS's were missing. 

Hobson: Personal 
obser vations and no-till 
exper iences 

(Hobson IS a first gtneranon 
farmer, who as a youth was 
employed on farms, ani early 011 
decidtd that was "all he e1•tr 
wallled to do "lie has been "domg 
1t" for 21 years. a11d rurre11tly 
famls 700 acres H1s 11tfe, De11ue. 
Is employed at Oakla11d Foods 
The1r rhildre11, all of"" hom a/ll!nd 
Riverside Schools arl! Bonni, a 
}tllliOI, Valerie, a frl!shmell, a11d 
Rebt:t:ca (Beet..')·), a 61h grade 
stude11t.) 

I became interested m no-tilling 
as a way to reduce erosiOn when 
planung com into soybean ground. 
No-li II also had the benefit of 
always having moisture for 
gcrmmation. Th1s worked fine w1th 
a JD 7000 planter. I was really 
trying to ridge-ti ll because I 
cononued to culuvatc and then 
plant alongside these rows the next 
year. No-ti llmg mto bean ground 
worked very well and I was set up 
to use my furrow-opener as trash 
wipers to move residue out of Ute 
way. 

N was usually Ooated on as 
28%. P & K topdressed, hme was 
worked in when g01ng to beans. or 
plowed commg out of hay Th1s 
worked okay; no-tillmg com mto 
bean ground. mmliTlum-tilhng 
bean~ mto ·om and plow1ng sod. 
However as you can sec. I really 
wasn't no· oiling an} one field long 
enoui>h to overcome the erfects of 
tillage in this arrangement. Lack of 
experience and not too many good 
chOices of herb1c1des for post­
emergence beans IS why I continued 
to munmum-till the beans Th1s 
was 1980 through 1990. 

In 1991 I hJted Bryce Leighton 
to drill beans no-till into com 
stalks. In 1993, I bought my own 
drill and have no-tilled all my com 
and beans since that time. 

The drill worked fine, but what 
also came along at this time were 
vanous herbicides which worked 
quite well with no-till. Round Up. 
2-40 , Canopy. Pursuit, Poast, 
Basagran, Pinnacle, Fusion, 
Aexstar ... they each have thc1r 
place and a certain situation wh1ch 
favors one over the other. The 
evolution of a no-till system is 
dlfferent for everyone. Marc's Tail 

seemed hke a problem 5 y~ ago, 
but IS not today. Water Hemp was 
becommg a problem. but IS not 
today. 1f you plan your system. 
Lamb's Quancr can be a problem 
but it can be controlled The weed 
spectrum changes and you have to 
adapt. 

Com herbtctdes have also 
unproved very moch the pasl five 
years or so. One change IS that I 
have defimtcly gone to a planned. 
two-pass spraying system. A pre­
plant or pre-emerge herb1ctde 
followed by a post ~praymg 10 get 
broad-leaf plants. Adjustment.~ can 
be made as needed with the second 
pass to changmg weed emergence. I 
also had some success w1lh a total 
post program on a few fields. but I 
don't plan for it. 

l have moved away from 
topdressmg N and gone to fall 
apphed NH3. The covenng dtsks 
pulling the dirt and residue back 
over Ute knife slot seem to have 

the profile · 
Th1s ha~ hcen an 18-year 

leanung procc.~s. The past five 
years have been ~tnctly no-ull. I 
feel we have :he herb1c 1des that wt/1 
YfOrk (not rmgllt work) We have 
equ1pment built to handle no-till 
(heavy planter frames. dnlls that 
won't plug up. fcrulizer applicators 
winch can reduce eros1on. res1duc 
spreaders on comhmes, etc etc.). 
We have vaneties wh1ch are 
adaptable to no-till No-till IS not 
trial and error any more. I know we 
have more problems to overcome. 
S1dcwalli. compacuon can be a 
problem, but some equ1pmcnt 
modifications may overcome th1s. 
Grey leaf spot is a problem. but I 
believe hybrid selection can lessen 
1ts affect and plant breeders are 
looking into a solution. 

To be successful at no-tilling IS 

no different than any other system. 
Plan your work and work your 
plan. Most importantly. keep an 
open mmd. 

NEIL JENSEN 
CONSTRUCTION,Inc. 

NEIL & BETTE 

Grading 
·Road Building 

Soil Conservation Work 
Earth Moving 
of All Kinds 

~~ 
(712) 6~7·2938 

Also Have New and Used Culverts, 
Bridge Stringers, Piling and Plank 

2804 • 190th Trail Woodbine, lA 

l 

l 



1 
I 

'1 

l 
t 

• 

I 

• 

Page 14 West Pottawattamie SWCD 
305 McKenzie Ave., Suite 1, CouncU Bluffs, lA 51503-1017 Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987 

Interest in continuous CRP signup 
The USDA Service Center Reminders concerning CRP 

continues to see interest in the ground: 
Continuous CRP Signup. The I) Annual mowing ofCRP for 
purpose of thiS program 1s to generic weed control is prohibited. 
provide flex•bility to producers so Spot treatment wh•ch includes spot 
certain practices will be Implemented spraying and mowing is limited to 
on cropland. area of mfestauon 

Thus far, founeen contracts w1th 2) PenodJc mowmg and spraying 
approximately 105 acres have been for cosmetic purposes is proh•bited 
accepted, w1th more contracts being at all limes. 
processed. The practices of 1ruerest 3) Pnor permis.~•on IS needed for 
m th1s area mcluded grassed mowmg and spraying durmg the 
waterways. contour grassed strips primary nesting season, wh1ch is 
and filter strips. Currently. 24 acres from May 15 through August I 
are enrolled m grassed waterways, 20 4) No terraces can be butlt on 
acres m grassed contour strips and 61 CRP ground. 
acres m ftltcr stnps. 

No interest loans 
are available 

The West Pottawauamae SWCO 
has no-antcrestloan funds available 
to mterested landowners. In this 
program, elJg.ablc landowners can 
borrow up to SIO,OOO at no mterest 
for up 10 a ten· year penod. 

To be eligible, a landowner must 
be able to secure the loan and be 
capable of repaying it in ten annual 
installments. 

The agreement between the 
DtviS•on of Soil Conservauon and 
the participaung fa.nancaal anstitution 
requlfCS the fmancialmsbtution to 
render an opimon regarding the 
applJcant's abahty to repay the loan 

Anyone wishmg more 
an formation about this program or 
who would like application forms IS 

asked to stop at the office or call 
712-328-2489 and ask for Tracy. 

16th CRP signup 
termed successful 

Dunng the 16th signup for the 
Conscrvauorl Reserve Program. held 
Octollcr 14 through November 14 of 
last year, J9 applicauon were 
received by the West Pottawattarnie 
USDA Service Center ~I 
Of these, 28 were bid mto CRP. 
wi th a total of 894.6 acres. 

The local offices were noufied at 
the end of January of those producers 
who were approved to bid theu land 
into CRP. Twenty-six applications 
were accepted wtth a total of 878.8 
acres. 

The majority of producers an 
West Poll increased their chances of 
getting accepted by b1dding lower 
than the 8SS1gned rental rate and by 
cnhancang the area for wildlife. 
Enhancement for wildlife included 
planung various nabve grasses, 
trees, shrubs or a combinauon of all 
these. 

r~ 
.'AitMERS & MEIICHANTS 

ES'I: . STATE BANK. IMI'U. 

Offices in Neola and Minden 
Ph. 485-2245 * Ph. 483-2611 FDI€ 

Please call on us in regard to: 
LOANS; 

*Agricultural Operating 
*Equipment, Truck, Auto 
*Land, Housing, Home Improvement 
*Personal 

SAVINGS INSTRUMENTS, 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, IRA'S 
NO CHARGE CHECKING 

(We still return your cancelled checks) 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

WE SUPPORT YOUR SOIL 
CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

Super sodbuster 
The super sodbuster policy 

applies only to CRP participants 
wllh contracts during the tenth and 
subsequent s•gnup per1ods. who arc 
owners ofh1ghly erodible {HEL) 
land purchased after November 28, 
1990. 

CRP paruc1pants who are owners 
of HEL land purchased after 
November 28, 1990. may not 
harvest an agricultural commodity 
from that hnd 1f it was not planted 
to an ag commodity, other than a 
forage crop in one of the most recent 
five crop years. For thiS provision, 
acreage enrolled in CRP IS 

considered planted to an agricultural 
commodity. 

If pasture IS broken up on land 
purchased since November 18. 1990, 
CRP payments cannot be received 
until such tune the "sodbusled" acres 
are seeded bock to a forage crop. 

Only CRP part1c1pants who 
commit the VIOlation arc melJgJblc 
for CRP benefits. CRP participants 
with acres accepted during 
continuous s•gnups 14 and 17 shall 
remain eligible. 

Terracing shows 
a steady interest 
by Julia Gubbels 
Resource Planner 

While some neaghboring 
counties have seen a decline m 
terracing, West Pottwattamic has 
shown a steady interest in terrace 
COfiiStnJCticm. Once agam. the distract 
has had a successful year of 
mstalling these eros•on-control 

lstruclllt1es. Many of the landowners 
,\\"!llwlhn installed terraces received cost 

Pott.County 
contractors meet 

• ~niillc. A total of 7 1 mtles of terraces 
bu1lt in the district last year. Of 

'rhn·•,.71 miles, approxamately 37 
miles were narrow-base and the 
remaining 34 miles were grassed 
backs lope. 

In addition to terraces, many 
landowners are tnterested m 

. altemauve structures to control 
. The East and West Po~tawattanue erosion. Currently. there are a few 

S?il and Water CofiSCrvauon sites with designs that are ready for 
Districts held a county con~tors construction and numerous ones 
meetmg on February 27 at Minden. ' . 
An estimated fifty people were in ~are pending cost share and cost 
attendance for the session. estamates. 

Each distnct discussed current Those anteresled m putting in a 
cost share polJc•cs and Olher structure are encouraged.to plan at 
changes. Contractor liabili ties and least ooe year ahead of tame. 
responsibilities of building The West Pou SWCD would 
structures were presented by NRCS like to thank those andividuals who 
Area Engmeer Jeff Godwm. anstalled conservauon practices on 

Other topics discussed included the land in 1997. 
pooling agreements involving - - ------ - --
multaplelandowners, cross sections Favorite Recipes 
ofterracesandpluggingand f NRCS 1 
renovating wells. 0 personne 

Following the meeting. dinner 
was served and sponsored by Fchr's 
Nebraska Tractor and Equtpment, 
King Equipment. Nebraska 
Machinery and Thomas Equapment 
Service. 

The district would like to thank 
the sponsors for their suppon. 

d? Ojllf. .f. !Ba~ 

Better than 
potato salad! 

4 cups cooked long-gram nee 
8 radishes, slJced 
4 hard~ed eggs. chopped 
1 med. cucumber, seeded and 

chopped 

:Jl.J~ 1Jarry 7/ccounlinr 

2 cups thinly cut celery 
l/2 cup chopped oruon 
1 l/2 cups mayonnaise 
3 T prepared muStard 
3/4 tsp. salt 

CJ"o a.t/W£. y ou-r. tax and au.ounti.n.g nuda. 

!PhonL (712) 6¢7·2323 ¢16 <WalXc-t .Etud 

:Jd/-9(: (712) 6;.7-2270 <Woodbine, ffowa 51579 

In a large bowl combine nee, 
radishes, eggs cucumber, celery and 
onion. Combine mayonrtalSe, 
mustard and saiL Mix well. Pour 
over nee mtxture and toss. Cover 
and refngerate at least one hour. 
Yields 12-14 servings. 

Agri-Land Insurance Agency 

John Dalton 
Mick Ryan 

Ken Taylor 
Willard Fritz 

Automobile • Farmowners • 
Packaged Plans Help You Save 
Farm· Hail· Crop· Life- Health 

"Old Fashioned Prices; Old Fashioned Service" 
Front Door Parking. 

2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646 
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West Pottawattamie County SWCD Annual Report Brain Teaser 
There are three words m the English 

language which end m "gry". One is 
"angry". Another is "hungry". EveryOne 
knows what the third One stands for. 1-M Operating Budget FY97 

96-97 (7-1-96 to 6-30-97) 
Allocation (7/96) $ 2.500 00 
Supplemental Allocat1ons $ 955 00 
CommiSSIOners' Travel $ I ,652 88 
Office Supplies, Expenses, Dues $ I ,690 96 
Recalled by DSC ( ) $ III 16 
Balance Unobligated 6/30'97 $ 0 00 

3-M Cost-Share Budgets F\'97 
96-97 \ 'ol. lFlP (7- I -96 to 6-30-97) 

Allocation(7/96) $41.03500 
Supplemental Allocauon S 76.3 71 00 
Spent or Obligated Funds $ 87.724 21 
Recalled b} DSC ( 12 J I '97) $ 0 00 
Balance Lnobligated 6/30/~7 $ 29.681 79 

95-96 \'ol IFLP 
Allocation (7/95) 
Supplemental Allocattons 
Spent or Obligated Funds 
Recalled by DSC 

(7-1 -95 to 6-30-97) 
$ 40.760 00 
$ 64,770 00 
$104.944 54 
$ 0 00 

Balance Unoblu~ated 6/30/97 - $ 585 46 

94-95 \ 'ol IFIP 
Allocation (7/94) 
Supplemental Allocation 
Spent or Obligated Funds 
Recalled b} DSC 

(7-1-94 to 6-30-97) 
$37.58500 
$ 69.937 00 
$106,102 00 

Balance Unobltgated 6/30/97 
$ 1.42000 
$ 0 00 

REAP Cost-Share Budgets FY 97 
Practices ( 7-1-96 to 6-30-97) 

Allocation (7 9o) S 9.34' 00 
Completed Terrace Projects $ 6.970 00 
Completed Tree Plantmgs $ 0 00 
Recalled by DSC $ 2,375 00 
Balance L nobligated 6 30:97 S 0 00 

Forestryi:'Jative G rasses (7-1-96 to 6-30-97) 
Allocation (7/96) $ 2. 162 00 
Completed Tree Plantings $ 1.519 85 
Completed Windbreak Plantings $ 0 00 
Recalled by DSC S 642 15 
Balance Unobligated 6/30/97 $ 0 00 

Other State Cost-Share Budgets 
No-loteresl Loan Program (1-1-97 to 12-31-97) 

Balance(I/I/97) $41.58680 
Allocation (5/28/97} $ 23,400 00 
Supplemental AllocatiOn $ 0 00 
Completed Terrace Projects $ _,<;,7o3 00 
Incomplete Terrace ProJects $ 21.935 43 
Balance Unobltgated I 2/31/97 $ 3.288 37 

"Your soil conservation contractor" 
644-2492, Logan, lA 

County Cost-Share ·Budgets 
Pottawatumie County Local Option 
Sales Tax (L.O.S. T.) Fund ( l-l-97 to 12-31-97) 

Balance Unobhgated 1 I 97 $ 80,978 09 
Allocations $109.249 18 
Cancelled/Overobligated $ 441 12 
Completed Terrace Projects $ 24.465 08 
Completed Structure(s) $ 0 00 
Incomplete Terrace Projects $ II 037 50 
Incomplete Structure(s) $ 41.880 50 
Office Equipment S 3,87~ 81 
Balance Unobligated 12/31t97 $109.412 50 

Summary of 1997 Cost-Share Projects 
Proj ects (l/lt'J7to t~·.:;t <J~\ Number 

o-Till 
State Cost-Share Terraces 
State No-Interest Loans 
County Cost-Share Terraces 
Federal Cost-Share Terraces 
NonCost-Share Terraces 
State Basins 

... 
.) 

Structures Designed ' .) 

Wmdbreaks ' .) 

CRP Contracts Accepted 56 
CRP Continuous Stgn-up 3 I 

1997 Personnel 
District Commissioners 

Amount 
91 150 

248, 160 
31 680 
31.680 
58.080 
15,840 
------
------

3 I 
2,02.:-

391 

l' n it 
Acres 
Feet 
Feet 
Feet 
Feet 
Feet 
-·----
-----
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

Randy\\ tlhams. Hazel Dell Townshtp 
vlark Schnepel. Stl\ er Creek Townshtp 
John vi. Dea.. 1\hnden Tov.nshtp 

Chamnan 

Dan vlcGtnn. Garner TO\vOShlp 

\'ice Cha1r 
Treasurer 
Treasurer 
Commtss1oner Robert F Young.. Lewts Township 

Robert M. Jensen. Neola Township 
Clmt Goos. Keg Creek Townshtp 

Ass't Comm. 
Ass't Comm 

NRCS 
Lyle Peterson 
Lois Crawford 
Tom Bottoms 
H enry Tordoff 

County 
Julia Gubbels 

Sta te 
Trac\1 Bruun 

D1stnct Conservattomst 
Sot! Conservattontst Tech 
Soil Conservationist Tech 

Sotl Conservationist 

Resource Planner 

Dlstrict SecretaiJ 

EveryOne uses them everyday. 
And, tf you listen carefully, r have 

gtven you the thtrd word. What is it? -
__ _..gry? 

Do you have the answer? If so send 
tt to the Quad Dtstrict Newsletter. 715 
N 2nd Ave .. Logan. lA 51546. 

A bit of humor 
(Baseball season wtll soon be here) 
Old Bill was a really btg baseball fan 

-- a fanallc, m facL One day he asked hts 
mtruster, "Is there baseball in heaven? I 
have to know!" 

The minister knew of no references 
to baseball in the Bible. But seeing how 
tmportant It was to Bill. he prayed for 
dtvine revelation upon the matter. 

The next day he went to old Btll and 
said. • I have good news, and I have bad 
news. 1lle good news IS, yes, there is 
baseball in heaven. The bad news ts that 
you are pitching tomorrow!" 

Speaking of heaven ... 
A man approached SL Peter at the 

Pearly Gates, and was told. "Before you 
can enter heaven, you must be able to 
correctly spell the password, which is 
"love," The man spelled the word 
correctly, then St. Peter srud, "Do me a 
favor and keep an eye on the gates while 
I run some errands. 1lle man agreed. 

Lo and behold. the next person to 
approach the Pearly Gates was the man's 
wife. She explamed that she had been in 
a fatal accident while returning from his 
funeral . He in tum passed on to her the 
information about spcUmg the password 
before she could enter Heaven. "What is 
the password. she asked, and the man 
replied "Czechoslovakia"! 

The cowboy went to a fancy. btg­
ctty restaurant, but the mattre d' 
wouldn't let htm in wtthout a 
necktie." Don't you have one I can 
borrow?, the cowboy asked. but was 
told there were none. 

Undaunted the cowboy returned to 
hiS pickup and looked for somethmg he 
could wear as ,, subsutute. He soon re­
entered the restaurant with a pair of 
Jumper cables neatly tied around his 
neck. "Wtll thts do?," he asked 

"I suppose so. the maitre d' satd, 
grumpily. but don't start anything!" 

WALKER 
SERVICE 
"Your full-. 

service 
Native Grass Seeds • Wildflowers • Custom Seed Cleamng 

station" 

Heyt1e CustotM Seed Services 
Bruce A H6y M , Owner 

26420 SlOth Street 
Walnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

Telef>hone: ('7t:!J 784-3454 Fex: ('7t:!J 784-2030 Mobile: (n:]249-0227 
omail: HEYNESEEDSOnetins.net 

homepage: htt:p:/www.netins.n~owcase/bluestern/ index.html 

Lubrication 
Ignition 
Brakes 

Tire Repair 
Wrecker Service 

Highway 30 
Woodbine 

Ph. 712-647-9921 
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Tordoff 
to stay 

once 
with 

rejected job 
conservation 

• In Hawaii 

When Henry was ten years of Work Umt Conservaoon1st; from 
age. he auended a conservaoon 1968 to 1973 he was a D1stnct 
planning meeting wuh h1s father. Conservauon1st (DC) m Storm 
The meeung. held in a neighbor's Lake: 1973 to 1979 was spent as a 
house. was led by what was then a DC at LeMars. Wh1le there. he 
"Work Umt Conservauonist." His served a special assignment as the 
father s1gncd w1th the program. and Western Iowa Non Pomt Source 
Implemented a rotauon of com. Coordmator, holdmg mectmgs m 
soybeans. com, oats, meadow. 23 western Iowa counties. 
meadow to control erosion. In March. 1979. he res1gned 

"Our fann was very wet,' llenry from SCS and began his own 
said, "so we had to install a lot of Agricultural Consullmg and Earth 
underground ule to remove excess Movmg Construcuon busmess. But 
water. The Soil Conservation conservation was tn his blood. so 
Serv1ce. as 11 was known then. tn 1989, he gave the bus mess to 
des1gned and staked out our we. his son and returned to SCS. The 
Tiling was a good conservauon next years were spent as a Soil 
pracuce and resulted m good land ConservabonlSt in Donnellson and 

• Oskaloosa, and in 1992, he came to 
Henry Tordoff use. ff th 

Henry attended high school m Counctl Blu s to assume e 
by Lou Waite Estherville, where he was a member posiuon from which he retired. 

of Future Farmers of America. The Dunng his working career, he bad 
On January 3 of thiS year, Henry advisor recommended that he served with SCS or NRCS m 31 

Tordoff retired from his posiuon as consider employment with the Sot! counties, and as District 
Soil Conservauonl.st w1th the Area Conservauon Service, as tl was Conservationist for 17 years in fo1tr 
4 Natural Resources Conservauon known then. On May 26. 1956, he counltes. 
Service staff. It was the end of a 42· began employment at the scs field When asked to define the 
year career in helpmg protect and oflice in Algona. H1s salary. as a changes in conservation activities 
improve natural resources. w AE. was $1.42 per hour. "After during his career, Henry sal(l, 

Henry was born on a farm two weeks," Henry srud. "the Work "In my first DIStrict 
northeast of Estherville on August Umt Conservauonist, Lyle Conservationist job, r spent 80% of 
4, 1937 "At that time, " Henry Reldmger. told me 1 might as well my ume working in the field m 
srud. "we had no runmng water or rum at hemg the boss. and direct assistance to the landuser. and 
electicity. and my Dad had a b1g convinced me to attend college. • 20% of my bme with paperwork. 
crew of relatives and ne1ghbors So. 10 1959, Henry graduated from In my last JOb, I spem 20% of my 
lhreshmg oats on the day I came Iowa State College with a degree in time in the field giving assistance 
mto this world' Threshmg Agronomy. His was the last class to the landuser, and 80% domg 
mactunes looked something ltlce to graduate before it became known paperwork! Twenty years ago, the 
today's combines," he explained," as Iowa State University. way the field office staff spent thetr 
but remruned m one spot and horses • After 1 graduated,· Henry saJd, time was determined by the 
brought the oats to them. It was "I received an offer from Dole Commissioners of the Soil 
then pitched by hand into the large Pmeapple to move to Hawau and Conservauon DistncL Local people 
machine. which separated the oat work as an Agronomist. But 1 was were the ones who decided what 
kernel from the straw (stem)." a dedicated conservatiorust, wanting activ1Ues were important. 

"My early days,"Henry recalled. to save sot! . so 1 turned them "Today, those decisions are made 
"were spent hauling wood and water down." by bureaucrats in Washington D.C. 
to my mother's kitchen. and feedtng From 1959 to 1963, Henry was and they fool the local people into 
the ctuckens and p1gs. plus a Soil Conservationist at Primghar, thinking they have a part tn malang 
gathering eggs and milking cows and he saJd that job gave him solid decis1ons. This is done by having 
by hand. We obtatned electnctty m techni.cal trairung, plus experience community meetings and asking for 
the m1d forties. My Dad farmed as a "conservation salesman" "I opinions. Then Washington comes 
w1th horses, but by the time I was spent a lot of ume just plain out with a program and in order to 
old enough to do a lot of field sellmg conservauon ... from door admimster 1t.the local field office 
work. he bought a tractor. It had to door". he remtntSCed. staff has to spend their time domg 
steel wheels and could plow twice From 1963 through 1968, paperwork which provides the 
as much ground in a day as several Henry was at Emmetsburg as a necessary proof that Washmgton's 
t, .. eams::.:;:,:o;:,:f.:,ho~rse:.s:;,." ______ .. ___________ llll rules are bemg followed and it can 
,. be proved their program is a big 

&m~@l@!Iil®l1@ 

©®m~{kl1\!l@{lft®m 

Conservation work of aD 
kinds! 

Walt&Gary 
712-485-2094 712-488- 3843 

26966 Major Ave., 
Neola, lA 5 US59-6046 

success! 
"ThiS has helped the b1g farmer 

and made it so that the only 
land users that come to the NRCS 
for help today are the ones who 
want some cost-share money for a 
big practice. Due to the compliance 
aspect of the 1985 Food Security 
Act and the fact that the NRCS was 
and 1s a part of the admimstration 
of thiS act. most landusers are 
fearful of even havmg the NRCS 
on their land. They hesitantly take 
the risk of bemg mvolved with 

~======================= NRCS in order to get cost-share ,. money. 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

"The last year I spent with 
NRCS was spent1n a local field 
office and I must sadly admit that a 
very small percent of the field office 
staff ttme was spent in the field. 
helping a landuser with solving a 

MIKE WELLMAN soil or water conservauon problem. 
WALTER WELLMAN "How to change the trend, and 

return to locally controlled 
BOX 39 PHONE conservation?? InmyoplntOn,local 

NEOLA, lA 51559 485_2416 people needtojoinwiththeSoil 

--------•••••••••••••••• and Water Conservalton DtStricl. 

Mark Schnepel, E. Pott. Commissioner Vice Chairman, is 
shown accepting the World Herald Award from Cathie Graves, 
Field Representa tive for IDALS-Divisoo of Soil Conservation. 

West Pott SWCD winner of 
Omaha World Herald award 

The West Pottawattamie Soil and 
Water Conservation District was 
selected as Winner of the 52nd 
annual Omaha World Herald Soil 
Conservation Program award. The 
monetary award will be used for 
educational pwposes. An engraved 
plaque was also rece1ved, as well as 
certificates of merit for each district 
commissioner. 

The award honors 
agriculturalists who strive to 
conserve the state's soil and water. 
Basis for selection mcludes distnct 
govemmg board activtties and soil 
conservation district activities. 

The district commissioners are 
mvolved With preparanon of the 
annual report, making personal 
contacts with district cooperators 
and reviewing sites of potential soil 
loss problems. In addition to 
worlcing with cooperators, the 
district also works with various 
local, county and state 

Commodity Groups. 
Environmental Organizations and 
State and National Political Leaders 
to reduce national bureaucratic 
control of the local office!" 

Henry concluded a bit wtSifully, 
"I was privileged to be able to 
spend most of my career in the 
field, getting to know and help 
farmers. I made thousands of 
fnends. and I feel that I had a part m 
protecung and improving our 
natural resources. • (And so you did. 
Henry. You did). 

Henry and his wife Lillian bave 
been married 40 years. Thetr 
daughter, Marilyn, IS a registered 
nurse and clinical nursing mstructor 

organizations for cooperative 
assistance in the conservation 
program. 

Various acbvibes are conducted 
by the district each year. Programs 
mclude the conservabon poster 
contest. lASWCDC scholarship, 
Arbor Day, conservation education 
field days and more. Presentations 
and progams are conducted by staff 
upon request &om teachers and 
students on vanous topics regarding 
conservation, erosion and naJural 
resources. The distnct also 
continues to support technical and 
financial assistance to the 
landowners for trnplementabon of 
conservation practices. 

All of these accompl.ishments 
were made possible by tearnwolk 
and dedication from commissioners 
staff and cooperators, according to 
Lyle Peterson, District 
Conservationist. He adds, 
"Congratulations on a job well 
done!" 

wtth Western Iowa Tech and 
occupational health nurse at Marion 
Health Center, S1oux C1ty. Her 
husband is a Woodbury County 
Deputy Sh~. and they have a 12-
year -<>ld son. 

Son Bill owns and operates 
Tordoff Agricultural Services. an 
earth-moving constructicn 
company. Last year, the company 
completed 60 large hog 
confinement systems 

Henry, meanwhile IS free to 
pursue h1s hobbies: r:using Arabian 
horses, operating tbeir 147-acre 
farm. avid readmg, hunung and 
fishing. 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

Terracing 
Conservation Work 

Tree Cleaning 

32527 270th St. 

Neola, Iowa 51559 
712-485-2493, Home 
712-566-247 5, Shop 

Dams 
Dirt Work 

Site Grading 
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Native grass drill 
now available 
by Mark Beedle 
Soil Conservation Aide 

East Pouawau.anue Sotl and Water 
Conservation Distnct has avrulable 
for rent this spring a Great Plains 
10-foot. no-till drill The drilJ 
program was developed to meet 
needs of producers in this districL 
This type of program has seen great 
success in ne1ghboring counues. 

The drill will seed aJJ types of 
native grasses and alfaJfa. It will be 
an excellent tool for use in pasture 
renovation. grassed waterways, fi Iter 
strips. field boards and CRP acres. 

Rental rates this first year will be 
S6 per acre. The producers will 
provide their own tractor and person 
to operate the drill. The district will 
transpon the dnll from place to place 
and give instructions on how to set 
it. 
Prod~ interested m reotmg the 

drill for spnng are asked to call 
NRCS at Oakland, 712-482-6408, or 
caJJ Mad: Beedle at 712-482-6778. 

Order trees now! 
Now is the nme to be thinking 

about ordering trees for your wtldlife 
or farmstead windbreak. This past 
month, cold. blustery winds have 
rolled through acreages and 
farmsteads causing pipes to freeze 
and feedbunks to fill up with snow 
and driveways being drifted shuL 

A good way to prevent this is to 
plant trees and shrubs around the area 
you wish to protect. By properly 
plannmg your windbreak and 
shelte!belts, you can have an 
effective, living snow fence and 
prevent dnfts from accumulating in 
these areas. 

By reducmg wind velocity, annual 
m fuel costs can be reduced by as much 
10 ' as 30%. On the leeward sides of the 

( 
all· 

ID 

any 

) 

abian 
~ 

d 

windbreak. the temperature is 

' 

usuaJly a few degrees higher than in 
the open. 

Other environmental benefits of 
shelter belts and windbreaks mclude 
noise reduction. evaporauon 
reduction and dust filtration. 

Contact the East Pott SWCD at 

\ 

482-6408 to help you m develop10g 
a windbreak plan and discuss tree 
vaneties. location. care and aJso 
cost -share options. 

CONSTRUCTIO 

GERALD L. RING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
WORK OF ALL KINDS 

NEOLA, lA 51559 

SHOP: 711-485·1147 
HOME: 712-485-202] 

New park ranger at Botna Bend 
by Chris Williams 
Naturalist 

John Fenner is the new park 
ranger at Botna Bend County Park, 
having assumed that position 
recently with the Pottawattarme 
County Conservauon Board. 

A native of Council Bluffs, 
Fenner previously mtemed as a pad: 
ranger during he summer of 1996 
and 1997. He has also been an 
animal keeper at Henry Doorly Zoo 
10 Omaha. At that orne, he dealt 
specificaJly with hoofed animals, 
such as giraffes, zebras. gazelles, 
antelope, llamas and wa1Jab1es. For 
several months. he was at the new 
wildlife zoo being developed at 
Mahoney State Park. 

Fenner has a BA degree 10 
Environmental Sc1ence from 
Simpson College 10 Indianola. He 
also gruned extra credit m the pre­
veterinary program at tlle college. 
His educauonaJ background and 
experience 10 ruumal husbandry had 
made him a valuable staff employee, 
and a great asset to the elk and bison 
herds at Botna Bend Park. 

We are excited to have John at the 
park. and look forward to his 1deas 
for improvement of 1t for aJl 
visitors. lf you have a chance to stop 
at Botna Bend. welcome John into 
the community and see aJl the new 
park 1mprovement he IS bringing 
about 

Without the farmers who 
strlue to conserue our lend 
end Its resources, we could 

not do business. 
We thank them for 

their efforts ! 

BUNGE 
CORPORATION 

3218 Second Ruenue 
Council Bluffs, lA 51502 

712-328-2389 800-373-0036 

Read the back of the application? 
You should! 

How many of you have ever read c) Frulure to comply w1ll reqUire 
the back of the applicauon form applicant to repay money provided to 
when signing up for conservations them as a result of th1s agreemenL 
practices that are cost shared by the 2 - Sign receipt of warrant. 
Sotl and Water Conservation All programs are subject to 
District? requ~rement contained m Chapter 

Well. there are a few things you 161A of the Iowa Code and Div1510n 
should know if you haven't read 11. of So1l Conservation rules Section 

27 of the Iowa Adlmmstrative Code. Permanent practices: 
1 _ Sign a twenty (20) year B~ si~ning the _co~t-share 

maintenance agreement. Copies of apphcauons you 10d1cate that you 
this agreement are avrulable from the have revte\1.-ed the back of the cost-
Soil Conservation Distnct office. share form (I P - I Ad~endum) and 
The a reement contruns the understand the co~d1t1ons that apply. 
foUO\~\ng requrrements: Next lime you stgn up for cost-

a) Applicant or successors wtll sh01 r. take a moment to read the 
maintrun the erosion control back of the applteal/on. 

capab1hues of the pracuce. 
b) Approval of the SWCD 

commissioners 1s reqUired prior to 
removal. alterauons or modification 
of the pracuce 

c) Applicant or successors w1ll 
noufy any prospective purchaser of 
thtsagreemenL 

The man who s ings his own 
praises usually gets the wrong 
pitch 

We know that a fool and hls 
money are soon parted. but It 
would be Interesting to learn 
how Utey got togeUter In Ute first 
place 

d) Frulure to follow the condlllons 
of the mruntenance agreement will 
requ~re the applicant or successors 

to mruntrun. repair or reconstruct the - -----------, 
pracucc at his/her own expense. r 

2 - Cenify the actual cost of the 
project 

3 - S1gn a receipt of warranL 
Temporary practic~ (contour 

strip-cropping): 
I - S1gn a five (5) year 

performance agreement. 
a) Applicant or successors wtU 

conunue pracuces for length of 
agreement 

b) The rectplent shall be aJJowed 
to work out a sub-agreement to 
transfer the performance agreement 
to a new landowner or farm operator 
who agrees to conunue to 
implement the practices during the 
remaining time period of the 
agreement 

Woodbine 

Manufacturing 

(712) 647-2050 

Bus Brown Drive 

Woodbine. Iowa 

·your Jfome.toum. '13anK. 

[gm~mrlmgj 
--National• Bank--

Council Bluffs • Mam Bank. 201 Bennett Ave. • Midtown Bank, I~ W Broadway 
Missouri Valley • Crescent • Carter Lake 

Member FDIC 
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T he creek prior to the "Missouri crossing" being installed 

·-
-... -

The above two photos show phases in the process of constructing a low water crossing on the 
Bernie Bolton farm 

Ph. 712-482-6408 FAX 712-482-3561 

Low water crossin2 
now in place 

Sometimes known as 
a "Missouri" crossing 

by M11rk Beedle 
Soil Conser vation Aide 

A new low-water cross10g has 
been completed 10 East 
Pottawattamie County, ncar Oakland 
on the Bcm1e Bolton fann. You may 
be ask10g yourself. what IS a low 
water crossing? It is a new type of 
structure for thts area and will be 
evaluated for dcstgn changes and 
unprovement for further work of th1s 
type. These cross10gs were often 
termed "Missouri Crossings" in the 
past. 

The ObJCC!Ive of the project was to 
establish a creek crossing for 
livestock and light vehtcles and to 
proVlCie a degree of streambed 
stabJIIZ3tion. Its targeted advantages 
over a culven type earthen ft.ll or 
wooden bridge was to offer a safe, 
low-mamtenance structure that 
would be livestock biendl)' .tS well 
as I'31SC the elevation of the stream 
by 1·3 feeL 

The following is a list of 
construction items used 10 the 
pro.JCCt and a brief descnpbon of 
each. 

Gabion baskets - Wire cages 
hand-filled with rock and lied shut to 
keep rock m place. 

Gcowcb -· A 6" tall plastic 
honeycomb type material which 
cells are filled wtth rock. Purpose IS 

to hold rock 10 place in the stream 
current. These arc 20-foot sheets lrud 
on top of the baskets. 

Filter Fabnc .. Cloth-like material 
to cover the base to allow water 

movement but to keep soil and rock 
m place. 

Rtp Rap .. Large. clean rock. 3 to 
8" 

Gravel .. 1 to 2". 
The crossing was placed on a 

stra1ght pornon of the stream. The 
drive approacllCI> were excavated at a 
5 to I ratio. The s1dc banks were 
sloped at a 2 to I or flatter slope. 
The dnve slope was covered with 
filter fabric and gravel. The stream 
area was excavated about '3 feet deep. 
Filter fabric was placed m the 
bottom covered by 1 foot of rip rap 
This np rap was bordered on each 
side by the 3-foot tall rock-filled 
gabtan baskets. The 6 mch geowcb 
material covering the np r:aP was 
hand-filled with gravel. This is the 
actual dnve-<>vcr surface. 

On the day of compleuoo, a 
tandem dump truck and backhoe used 
in construction easily crossed tbe 
new structure. 

Staff members, SWCD 
commissioners, as well as those 
involved with the construction. are 
eager to follow the stab1lity and 
maintenance of the crossing. after 
umes of changing temperatures and 
water now rates. 

Anyone wishing to sec the 
structure is invtted to stop by or 
contact the Oakland NRCS or Bernie 
Bolton. 

East Pott. SWCD and Loess Hllls 
Development and conservation 
Authority were panners in this 
projecL 

Simple Interest 
_ _r-~---"'-- . fi~@.~~i ng 

- ' ' Ratu Change !.'onthly ,..._---..... 
,-§J.!.~~ 
~ 

Finances Grain Bins 
and Drying Bins. 

Since 1966, thousands of 
farm managers have in­

vested in bins with the SIOUX simple interest finance 
program. Not a lease! Th1s is a pure, low interest loan 
program. A SIOUX dealer is the only place you can 
get this kind of financing. See him now . 

IIITEJIEST SUBJECT TO CHUIIE MOmtLY 

WOODBINE FARM SUPPLY 
521 WALKER STREET 

WOODBINE, IOWA 51579 
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715 North 2nd Ave., Logan. lA 5154&103, Ph.712-644-2210 FAX 712-644-3247 

Watershed history and update facts 
by Babetta Lucke 
Commissioner Chair 

The first watershed was 
orgam.t.cd an Coon Valle) 
Wisconsan m 1933 The tops01l 
there was startmg to be formed 
over 10.000 years ago. at the umc 
'"ester!)' wmds earned a blanket of 
loess silt from nearby reccdmg 
glacaers to Coon Valle) and mto 
Wisconsm. Mmncsota. 101\a and 
llhnoas. known b~ the geologists as 
the dnftless area (or land the 
glacaers forgot), 

Lou Waite receiving tbe NAACD award from Cathie Graves, 
Field Representative of IDALS-Division or Soil Conservation. 

In the 1850's. \~tth 10 mches of 
nch topsotl . settler.. began clcanng 
trees. and plowing prairie grasses 
to plant crops and raasc ll\cstock 
In the late 1920's. half of the 
topsoal was lost because of farmang 
practices The gullies formed and 
took the topsoil into the creek 
bottoms, wluch filled the streams 
and caused Ooodmg. Thts was 
happerung throughout all the 
country. 

Lou Waite wins writing awards 
Loureua (Lou) Waite recently 

received a first place state award for 
"Excellence in Conservation 
Reporting" from the Iowa Chapter 
of the Soil and Water Conservation 
Society. She accepted the award at 

I the chapter meeting in Ames on 
February 12. 

Previously, the Quad District 
Conservation Newsletter for which 
Walle writes, and also edits and 
produces, was Runner-up in the 
nme-state North Central Region ol 

the National Association of 
Conservations Districts' newsleltcr 
compeullon. The publication covers 
East and West Pouawattamie. 
Shelby and Harrison Counties. and 
IS mailed to 6000 readers in 15 
states. A ward ceremonies were held 
February 3 in Nashville, TN. 

A long-time journalist and 
Conner newspaper editor. Waite bas 
been employed as an Infonnauoo 
Specialist with USDA NRCS for 
seven years. 

President Franklin D Roosevelt 
in 1933 chose Hugh Hammond 
Bennett (the soil setCDUSl with the 
USDA) to head a new Soli Erosaon 
Serv1ce, two years later renamed 11 
the Soil Conservation Service. 
Today 11 is called the Natural 
Resources Conservauon Service 

Conservation practices revolving 
loan program (no- interest loan) 

He chose Coon Valley as his 
expcnment for the first Watershed 
ProJect because it was close to the 
Upper Misstsstppt Valley Erosaon 
Experiment Station In LaCrosse . 
Wtsconsin 

by Konda Slagle, Secretary 

The Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts have access to a fund which 
provides loans at no interest to 
eligible landowners for constructing 
permanent soil conservation 
prxtices. 

In this progam, eligible 
landowners can borrow up to 
S I 0.000 at no mterest. for up to a 
ten-year period. to construct terraces 
and water and sedunent control 
basins. 

To be eligible. a landowner must 
be able to secure the loan and be 
::apable of repaymg the loan in ten 
mnual installments. Some 
"CStrictions apply. 

Each diStrict must submit a LISt 

KRK 
Trucking 

Grain & 
Livestock 

~ransportation 

Ph. 712-647-3260 
1/oodbine, lA 51579 

"Anything* 
Anywhere* Anytime 

1 

of names of interested landowners to 
the Division of Soil Conservation 
office in Des Moines m April . The 
exact date has not yet been 
detennmed. Once the Division bas 
received the requests from all the 
districts in Iowa, it will then divide 
the funds between the distncts who 
made requests for fundtng. 

Those wishing to apply for a no-

His concept was the government 
would provade fcrulu.er. hmc. 
seed. and labor to farmers Willing 
to begm conservation pracl.lces on 
thetr land Tlus wasn't caS). as the 

interest loan or wanting more 
information may contact their local 
soil and water conservation districL 

• !&! * :t: !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&!!&! !&!!&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! !&! • 
.~ •••• ~~.,.;y;~-:r. .... .-..~ ................ ~ ........ ~ ......... 

CornnJercial 
Federal® Bank 

•!.tio.!!.tio.!!A!!&!!&!!&!!A!!&!!A!!&!!&!!&!!A!!A!!&!!&!!A!!&!!&!~~!&!~ ................. ~ ................................................. ~ ........ .... 
Serving all of Harrison County 

Woodbine (712) 647-2301 
Pisgah (712) 456-2291 
Persia (712) 456-2425 

-·-----
FDIG ____ ... 

Keuin Ring 
~•7'1-J!!-..., Bulldozing ~--~ 
~~~&Hauling .. 
Bulldozing • Terncing • Building Site 
Grading • Clearing • Rll Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt & 
Asphalt 

712-485-2431 Neola, lA 

f.1rmcrs thought the go,cmment 
was talong thetr land from them 

Most of the work centered on soal 
S.1\ mg practices hkc stnp 
croppmg. crop rotal.lon. fencmg 
livestock out of ''oodlands. flood 
control and ampro\lng the'' tldhfc 
habatat 

As the years passed the fam1crs 
became good stewards of the land 
and put pressure on thcar nctghbors 
to do the same 

Soil losses aver;agcd 50 or more 
tons per ;acre at the st;an of thts 
proJect and now the NRCS states 
the) arc from 4-5 tons What an 
tmprovcmcnt• 

Just four years a Ocr the Coon 
Valley ProJect \\aS started the first 
Soal Conservation Dastnct was 
established 10 North Carohna and 
now today there are 300<1 dastncts 
m the US 

Fmashmg up I wanted to g1vc 
you a few facts about the Mosquato 
Watershed Application was made 
for It in November of 1959 w llh 
PL566 funds. Darectors at that 
time were D.E. Hamann. James E 
Stamp. Robert Zachans. and 
Walter E Wear 

In Apnl of 1%5. the watershed 

\\ork plan was started. at that ume 
there "ere 162 farms located cather 
enurcl} or panaall) \\tlhtn the 
\\atcrshed dastnct. 

The total draanagc for the proJect 
as 245 Ill acres or 1R 1 square 
males and at as about 12 males long 
and 5 males" a de It as cstunated 
there as over I nul lion feet of 
terraces (I 'XI males) but It "hach 
has rc.1lly amproved the soal loss 
\\llhtn the \\atcrshed 

The total csllmated cost an 1965 
was S I 458.290. to be completed an 
8 )cars There arc 57 structures 
planned and today there arc 14 
structures len to be bualt 

The first proJect w.as completed 
10 1968 - SIIC 11. Wilfred BrO\\ n 
and sue 13-1 : SchiC) Brothers 
Sate 11 as a cement grade 
stabtlWHton structure (concrete 
chute spill\\ay) m the field and si te 
13-1 as the dam no\\ Schley Park 

Today the dtrcctors arc Wtlhelm 
Stamp. John Stamp. L}nn Grap. 
and Scott Dollen. who arc sull very 
active and want to sec that the 
origanal purpose of the watershed 
gets carried OUL 

same sentence. We put them tn the same hybrid. 

NEW OK 580RR t08RM 

Roundup Ready-/ Excellent y1eld 
potential drydown I Widely adapted I 

Very good root stalk strength 
foliar d1sease res1stance 

NEW DK 545RR IOSRM MNI 

Roundup Ready-/Excellent y1elds I 
Good stalk. root quality. test weight/ 

Adapted to a wade range of 
environments. management practices 

NEW DK 566RR 106 RM 

Roundup Readv-/ Excellent seedling 
growl h. yield for 1ls matunty drydown I 

Very good foliar d1sease res1stance 

As the first to offer Roundup 

Ready com. we re proud 

to say w e dtdnt put lh1s 

powerful new tra1t an JUSt 

one hybnd We put 11 in many 

Leadmg hybnds proven to 

yaeld in your area So your 

corn w1ll not only stand up to 

the competition but to some­

thing even better Over-the-lop 

appliC<IIIon of Roundup Uttra• 

Real people working rea l hard:" 

Kenneth Fisher, Mo. Valley, 642-3958 
Gary's Ag TERRA, Woodbine, 647-2441 

Henry Supply, Magnolia, 648-2360 
Kenneth Mcintosh, Mo. Valley, 642-4244 

Waylon Nelson, Shelby, 544-2553 
TERRA, Mo. Valley, 642-2801 

Rolland Thomas, Mondamin, 646-2633 
Cogdill Fann Supply, Dunlap, 643-5360 

Agriland FS, Logan 644-2620 
Don Dickinson, Logan, 644-3055 

Tim Barry, District Sales Manager, Pisgah, 456-2559 
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Iowa's trumpeter swans being restored Quad-District 
Quarterly 

Conservation 
Newsletter 

715 N 2nd Ave 
Logan, lA 51546 

Lou Waite, Editor 
712-644-2210 

FAX 712-644-3247 
Published four 

times yearly 

by Ron Andrews 
and Da,·e Hoffman 
Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources 

Iowa's trumpeter swan restorauon 
program continued on tracJ... m I 997 
Thtrty-stx addiuonal necJ...-cottarcd 
one and two-year old trumpeter 
swan~ were stK:cessfuUy relea.'ied 10 

the summer of I 997. To date. 85 
trumpeter swans have been relca.'ied 
111 Iowa: 4 unmarked buds in 1994 
14 in 1995· 31 10 1996 and 36 10 

1997. All trumpeter swans except 
those that escaped m I 994. are 
marked wuh green neck collars 
(F##). green plastic leg bands (Rffl) 
and USFWS leg bands. 

Some of the lowa-relea.'iCd swans 
which mtgrated during the Winter of 
1996-97 went as far south as west­
central Mtssoun and cast-central 
Kansas. Three trumpeter.; released at 
the Umon Slough NWR near 
Titonka mtgrated to southeast 
Colorado. near Fort Lyon. Two of 
these birds were re-stghted at 
Monucetto, Mmnesota. the 

followmg spnng -- a straight tine 
round tnp dtstance of over 1300 
mtles At1cast 5 of the Iowa released 
swans spent the summer of 1997 
wtthln Iowa and c;cveral others were 
reported in southern Mmncsota. We 
also received a report that one of our 
swans was part of a patr whtch 
produced two cygnet~ to fltght stage 
111 I 997 ncar Lake Tuonka 
Mmnesota. ProduCilon m the wtld ts 
a maJor milestone for our project and 
we hope that 1998 wtlt be the year 
that we have our llrst "'tid nesung 
swan m Iowa since 1883. 

Migrating \\IUDS from other 
Mates 

For the past several wrntcrs. we 
have had several swans from 
W tSCOnsm and MtnnC~><>ta stop m 
Iowa. with a few staying for the 
wmter. Trumpeter swans from 
WISCOnsin have spent the past four 
winters on Blackhawk Lake near 
Lakevtew,lowa Swans from the 
Lake Itasca regton of Mrnncsota have 
spent portions of the past four 
wmters on the Winnebago Rjver near 

The Un•tcd Stall'S Orpanmenl ol Agnculture (USDA) proh1b1ts 
diSCIImiMhon 1n 1ls programs on the bas•s olrace. color na11onat 
or>g1n. sex. rehg10n. age. d1<;ab>hty. pol•hcal behets and manta! or 
lam1ilal status (Not all prolub1led bases apply 10 all programs) 
Persons ""1th d•sab>l•hes ""ho 1equue alternahve means lor com· 
mun1cat•on or program rnlormahon (braille. large pnnl. aud1otape, 
etc ) should contact the USDA OH>ee ot Communte<~t.ons at 
(202) 720 5881 (VOICe) or (202) 720· 7808 (TOO) 

BANK 
Serving your financial needs 

at two locations 
Dunlap. 643-5442 

Hours: lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri. 
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon-Thurs., 8-6 Fri. , 8-12 Sat. 

Soldier. 884-2255 
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. - Fri, 8:30-11 Sat. 

DJt __ _ 

Minnesota Zoo, hatched 12 of 15 
eggs m 1996 and I3 of IS in 1997. 
The cygnets were hand-reared at three 
separate sites by pnvatc cooperators. 
with only I cygnet mortality. The 
maJOrity of these young birds will be 
released during the summer of 1998. 
Al thts point, we do not expect to 
obtatn any additional eggs from the 
Alaska breeding grounds. We have 
acqwred sevaal additional swans 
from Wyoming. Washington. 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Mtchtgan 
and Mississippi. We have informal 
cooperal.lve agreements wtth the 
Milwaukee Zoo. the Northeast 
Wisconsm Zoo, the Jackson 
Mtssisstppi Zoologtcal Park, the 
Minnesota Zoo and Blank Park Zoo 
tn Des Momes In 1998, we will 
have 30 cooperators/contributors 
holdmg 32 paus of swans whtch 
could potentially produce enough 
cygnets annually to sustam our 
relca.o;e efforts. Our goal IS to have 
15 free-flymg nestmg patrs of 
trumpeter swans by 2003. 

Developing a sta ndardized 
database 

We have aLLcmpted to develop a 
uruform swan observallon database 
that we hope will be useful in 
compiling and transferring 

East Pott SWCD/NRCS 

USPS No. 170 

observations bet ween cooperatrng 
entiues throughout the country. We 
bel.teve standardaed databases will 
aJiow electronic tran~fer of 
observauons and thus qwcker access 
to data on the Interior Trumpeter 
Swan populauon, as well as whatts 
happening with swan populations m 
the rest of North America. 

We have also developed a 
Trumpetmg the Cause for 
IVetlandsiTmmpetu Swan 
Restora11on educauonal bookJet for 
schools, which we hope will be 
useful in educallllg students about 
wetlands and swans. 

Mason Ctty. We also had 3 
trumpeters from Mtch•gan observed 
on the Misstssippt River ncar 
Burlington during the spring of 
1997. During the wtnter of 1996-
97. numerous swans. both marked 
and unmarked. were observed in 
Iowa and even are being reported 
th•s wmter. 

Known swan mortali tie!l 
16th CRP signup information 

To date, 18 of the released swans 
are J...nown to have died 5 from 
power hne collisions. 6 shot by 
vtolator.;. 4 from dJsea.'iCs and 3 from 
unJ...nown causes Addiuonal swans 
presumed dead but never recovered 
include I inJured by an eagle and 5 
that are mJSsmg from the release 
sues and presumed dead, as they were 
never observed 10 flight. Thts is 
more mortahty than we would ltke 
to sec. but hopefuUy by releasing 
large numbers of swans. we can 
overcome these losses. 

Trumpeter swan partnerships 
Through a coopeerallve agreement 

wtlh the Wisconsin DNR. we 
oblaint'd 15 eggs from the Alaskan 
nesl.lng grounds in both 1996 and 
1997. Jtm Ptchner, curator at the 

by Tracy Robin~on 
Program A~~istant 
EastPott.FSA 

East Pottawattamte County has 
rccetved notification of accepted and 
reJected CRP offers for the 16th 
signup. East Pott had IS of thelf 31 
offers accepted for a Lotal of 964.2 
acres. wluch was 71% of the acres 
offered. 

Ten of the accepted offers were 
eJUSUng CRP Contracts which have 
expued or will be expinng m 1998. 
The effecllve date of the contracts 
that have expued will be March I, 
1998 and October I, 1998 for the 
remauung contracts. 

Acceptance into CRP was 
detennined by the following factors: 
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I) Wildltfe Factors: mcludt:S 
cover to be established. endangered 
spectes, prOXITntty to water, adJacent 
protected acres. contract stze wetland 
to upland rauo. 

2) Water Quality: includmg 
Jocauon, ground water. surface and 
wetland benefits. 

3) Erosion Factor: erodabtlity 
index. 

4) Enduring Benefits: adding a 
pracuce wruch would remain in place 
beyond the contract period (for 
example. tree' or shrub planllngs. or 
restoration of rare and declirung 
habttal. 

S) A1f QuaJjty: wind erosion. 
6) State or National Conservation 

Priority Areas (CPA's) none in Pou 
County. 

7) Cost Factor: dollars offered. 
cost sbarin g costs and cost per 
benefit. 

The single, most important 
producer decision mvolved the cover 
practice applied to the acreage 
offered. In East Pottawattamie 
County, we had 12ofour 1S 
accepted offers seeding the acres to 
warm season native grasses. Four of 
our IS offers went beyond the warm 
season cover and added endUflllg 
benefits to their offered acres. 

The cost was also an tmportant 
producers deciSion. To have the best 
chance to be accepted. producers had 
to btd below their bid caps, which 
are calculated by averagmg the 
County Rental Rates for the 3 
predommant soil types on the 
acreages offered. The rental rates for 
the accepted 16th CRP ranged from 
S79.68 to S105.00. East Pott also 
had I I of thetr 15 contracts wruve 
the cost share asststance for 
estabiJShtng the practices. 

We antictpale another general 
signup to be held tn 1998 for CRP 
Contracts, to be effective October I. 
1999. Watch further newsletters and 
columns for mformation on the next 
stgnup. 


