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·Steege fama enters into eonservation easement agreement . 

Jon Steege 

l:fow many times have you heard livestock .facilities and housing de- Water Conservation District Com­
people say, "Boy, the old 'Smith' velopments. This is consistent with missioners agreed to hold the. ease­
place sure looks different. It's a good the family's wish that the land remain . ment and guarantee its performance. 

· f~g they can't see what happen~d in agricultural production. It seemed 'the logical course of ac~ 
to it because they certainly wouldn't: How does someone· come to a tion that · a local group concerned - · 
like ·it.." ? I am sure we have all said . decision such as this? Half of the . with. soil conservation be the guard­
that about one farn1 or another some- farm rec~ntly changed Q.ands due ians of the soil conservation practices 
time jn our life. But the Steege fam- settlement of an estate. At. the time on our farm. Also encouraged will 
ily at Maynard is taking steps to in- our family. sat down and talked about be participation in programs such as 
sure such a scenario doesn't happen wb,at would be the best way to keep the continuous CRJ:> under which we 
on _our family farm. Through a co- the farm in the family and yet main- have installed contour b~ffer strips. 
operative effort with the · Fayette tain the ·things that were ~portant - I don'tknow what my grandfa­
County Soil & Water Conservation to us. We consulted with an att9r-:: ther would think of what we are do­
District, we are donating ·a conser- ney who specializes in farm law. We ing with the farm because he died 
vation easement for the land. Ease- explained the things that are imp(;>r- when I was very young. But I be-­
ments can either be donated or sold tant to us, what we wanted to pre- Ileve my father would ~ppr~ve and, 
but we ·chose donating because, even . serve, and -how we wanted the farm indeed, be pleased by the course of­
though we were placing restrictions to stay in our family; and he sug- action we are taking. We have dis­
on the land, we didn't feel we were gested a course of action to meet cussed·.our plans with our children 
giving up anything of value that was those needs. We are currently· in the and. they agree it is the right course 
important to us ... The e~ement will process of drawing up the l~gaJ d~- to take. 
insure that the land remains not only ments to make that a reality. . · · If other people .are interested in 
. in agricultural production" but also During this process we also con- !aking a similar course of action ot 
That the·conservation measures that.. sulted .with the Iowa Natural Heri- JUStwantto_findoutmoreaboutwhat 
were installed on the farm starting tage Foundation about ways of put- ' can be done to pro~t??t land through 
back ·in the 1960's will remain in ting a C()nservation easem.ent on the the use of .conservatlon easements, 
place as the farm is passed on to fu: . land to protect the integrity o{ the . they can contact ~eat 637 -273~-' the 

. ~re gen~rations and per~~ps future . contours ·and keep soil erosion af a Iowa Natural Rentage Foundation at 
non-family o~~ers. :'-~dthonal.fea- minimum while improving water 515-288-1~, or the Fayette County 
tures will -res~~t buildmg .develop- · quality and enhancing wildlife habi- Conservation Board at 422-5146. 
m:ent .to the extstrng approXImate ll- tat on the farm. At their December 
ao:e ~uilding site and :-"ill also limit~ . meeting, the· F~yette Comity Soil & 
buildmg of any lruge srngle-purpose · 
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ConservGtion eGSell~ds apltdned frJ1 Nati. BerittJge Foululation 
My thanks to Jerry Muff for the widely practiced or even understood represent the ·rights of mining, log- arose from· an obviously well sea- Conservation easements repre-

opportunity to share a few thoughts by many Iowans. Therefore, it is im- ging, grazing, subdividing, and oth- soned older man who skeptically sent only a small, but significant as~ 
ori a different aspect of the term portant to recognize we all can learn ers. You have the choice to separate commented, "It lookS to me like you pect of the whole we all-call conser-
;'conservatjori." I certainly applaud · something about a concept that falls out any one or more and simply ex- are trying to govern from .the grave." vation. · 
him, his staff, and all the NRCS - underthe general heading of "conser- tinguish them. Some public agencies I told him he was exactly right; I We are willing to provide free 
folks who diligently carry our fed- vation." · and/or certain non profit organiza-:- could not have said it better myself. additional information · on request. 
eral programs through local county · Let me try to introduce the DO:_ tions then "hold" the easement by ac- I quickly added that I have also felt The INHF m~in telephone number 

- offices. In fact, they are commonly tion of conservation easements. cepting the responsibility of carrying th~ helplessness of many ·retiring is (515)-288-1846. Also, theAmeri-
the primary reference that comes to A conservation easement ·is a out your wishes for p.erpetuity. . landowners with their lan.d. being , ca11: Farm Bureau Federation has re­
mind with many farmers and l~nd- way of permanently proteCting pri- Conservation easei_!lents are not their primary retirement. asset, and · cently sponsored a new publication 
ownerswhen.th_esupjectqfconser- vateiand. Itisalegaldocumentthat, new. Landtruststhatholdeasements how much they love their land. In byBickandHaneycalledthe"Land­
vation is brought up. There was a when recorded .. with·the deed; vol- ··---have been commonly operating in tQQ many_ case~, ~~ey feel pressure- owners Guide to Conservation Ease-
time when I was much the same. untarily relinquishes certain prac- New England states for many years, · to sell out to an uncert.ain :future of ments" that provides -a--good refer- _ 

Though fny 20 years of row tices for perjJetuity. Consideration protecting farms and open ~pace. · their cherished land. Conservation ence. The -book is available from. 
crop farming are past; I still partici- for a conservation easement always Wisconsin has several dozen lOcally easements offer hope that can extend Kendall Hunt Publishing at 800-228-
pate in all applicable NRCS pro- rely on two things: 1) whatthe land based land trusts that protect de_sig- a family's cpnservation )egacy. They 0810. Our ultimate goal is that all 
grams on our Floyd County farm. calls for, and 2) what the land owner nated _land features. One Colorado do work. agencies and landowners working 

I still live on the land and feel wants to protect. A good easement based land trust. was .formed ~y together can accomplish amazing 
· itsdailyrhythmsasmanyofyou'do, simply fomializes an existing con- - ranchers to pr~tect .range land from It is simply our mission· to put" conservation results yet to be real-

but my experience with "conserva- s~rvation intent. It is important to intensive housing development pres- . some alternative options in front of ized .. 
tion" these days is in a broader note that no conservation easement" ·sure. In Iowa, INHF holds conser- willing landowners that may one day Thank you· for reading. 
realm. I work for a statewide, non- . automatically allows public a~ss.- vation easements. wi~h ~riv~te l~nd- choose to _protect their beloved re- . Darrel Mills -· 
profit. conservation organization All rights and responsibilities of pri- owners_ on MtsslSSI PP_I River source and perhaps assist in some tax 1695 Cameo Road 
called the Iowa Natural Heritage vate land ~wnership not specifically bluffllands, central Iowa forests .and savings with the transitioning of that Nora Sprin~~· lA 50458 
Foundation. relinquished are retained . by the lakeshores, and ·western Iowa loess .asset. It is. defmitely not our mis-

We work separately from, but owner. Each and every easement is hills farm land. - . 'sion to talk anyone into anything that -
in oonjll;nction with local, state, and personally designed. does not work well for them.· Our 
federal public conservation organi- · .Property rights associated with As I have visited with many work with private _landowners is fur-
_zations. We are a 20-year-old pri- land ownership can best be exempli- Northeast Iowa landowners about .ther rationalized by the premise that 

. , vately funded membership organi- fied by a· "bundle of sticks" analogy. this notion, I have had the pleasure public land ownership alone cannot 
zation. A large part of the work I do . When you own land, you collectively of fielding varied respons~s. provide sufficient natural area. ~nd 
with private landowners is not hold all the "sticks" that individually One· of my favorite discussions wildlife habitat protection. · 
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Brie l:l Cind~ Boehm's flood plain et~SBnaetat · 
proteets the land while providing-hGflitat 

Eric and Cindy Boehm live in· a 
scenic valley south ofWadena. They 
have· three children: :- Allison, one; 
Andrew, a high.school senim; plan­
ning to_ attend ISU; and another 
daughter Jamie currently attending 
ISU, with plans to complete a mas­
ters degree relating to effects of phos­
phorus level s. of pastures on water 
quality. 

Eric has served on the Fayette 
County Con­
s e r_v at ion 

for ap-
proximately 

time at the 
.................. , ........ ,,..,.F. a y e t t e· 

. County 
Enc Boehm Clerk of 

Court office. Their farm is an excel­
lent example of not only soil and 
water conservation measures, but 
also wildlife conservation. CRP 

- Contour buffer strips and filter strips, 
grassed water-ways, grassed -head-

lands, and mulch tillage are a few in the form of a permanent easement. 
practices applied to the farm in ad- In general, permanent cover is estab­
dition to a str~ambank stabilization lished on the· easement areas at the · 
proje-ct with lunker hides completed full /cost to the government. The 
a few .years ago. Woodland manage- government also covers alJ survey­
ment is also utilized with the ass is- : ' ing and associated legal exp<?nse~·· 
tance of the DNR fore~ter. _ The easement participant' may do 

~T~e ·;May ~to_rm of .19.9-9.,_ ~ad many _of t~e. th~gs ~n _this- .prop~~y · 
quite an impact on the Boehm farm . .. they.'ve dqne ·before. filing the ~ase­
Their fields along-Brush Cre·ek were ·· · ment; but there are many-things th~y!. ·. 
ravag~d :t0 the ·point · that' reparation are not able to contin~e doing. A few 
would:not be ~con_omically feasible: examples of allowable uses-are rec-­
.Bru~h ~re~k's ~oodw;aters ._s~~Rt r~~~ional; sue~ as ~unting, fishing, 
through _the narrow valley, leavmg trapping, camping, etc. Cropping ~r 
large channels cut down to the bed- . harvesting forage from the fields are 
rock, in addition to placing huge sand examples of restricted uses. -The 
and "rock depbsjtion~? wherever it · only type of earthwork or excava­
yvanted.: tion allowed, is with prior approval 

A.fairly new-program adminis- from NRCS. Another stipulation 
tered through the NRCS called the within the easement agreement is . 
·Emergency Watershed Protection that the participant agrees that no · 
floodplain easement program (EWP) more federal financial assistance 

, caught the Boehms' interest. With may . be provided for the easement 
this program, landowners offer their area, including emetg~ncy aid. 
flood-damaged land for a floodplain Last May the BoeluJ:ls' had just 
easement. In other words, land own- over 57 acres entered into-the EWP. 
ers 'are offered the full agricultural This includes approximately 25 
(pre-flood)valueofthelandforvari-. acres of crppland and 32 acres of 
ous restrictions placed on tfu.e land woodland. The Boehms' received 

... ~ ..... ; - : \ .. 

100% of the appraised oval tie for· the 
easement. The process was long and 
required a lot of work on the part pf 
agency p~ople, land surveyors, 
~unty employees associated with 
land records, real estate appraisers, 
lawyers and t~e Boehms'. 

The Boe}Jms' are happy they 

Boehm, cont. to pg. 3 

Boehm-s field was eroded severely from the May storm, except where 
protected by the ji[ter strip which was seeded to native pra.ine grass_es. 
(Photo courtesy of Dan Burkhart, Fayette County Extension.) 

... the soil that's tilled will last · 
forever. But, only if we conserv.e it, 
_maintain it, and don't over use _it. 

Our Agronomy division supports soil 
. . c_pnservation, making sure ·correct applications of 

neces~ary nutrients are done in a professional 
manner, ·to in&ur~ the vitality <?f Iowa soil f<?~ 

future ge~er~tions. 

Visit with Jim Arnold or Brian 
Knoke Community Bank's Ag 
Lqan Officers when planning for 
this spring's planting. 
Take advantage of low interest 
r~tes. Loans-available for 
repairs to machi~ery or on farm 
structures. Finance the 
expansion of your operation or 
for replacement of old buildings. 

Family . 
:::=, y : ... rement 

We .kn·ow your concerns, 
~nd we're here ·to. help. 

Jim Arnold Brian Knoke 

Schedule an on the farm visit! 

COMMUNlTY BANK . 
of OELWEIN . 

150 Firs_t Street SE • . Oelweit?-, Iowa 50662 
- 319-283-4000 • Fax: 319-283-9212 

www.bankoelwein.com G:t -­LENDER 
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·Report: &o_m CDI 
By Bill Bennett, President 

2000 was : a year of some suc­
cesses and some misses for-(CDI) 
Conservation Districts of Iowa. We 

. were successful working with com­
missioners from acros_s the-state, the 
State Soil Conservation Committee, 
the Division_ of Soil Conservation, 

Boeh~ fl~9di_ng, 
cont. frompage ~ 

- . 
the . Department of Agriculture, the · 
Department of Natural R~sources, 
the Governor and the-Iowa ~gisla­
ture in getting funding to address · 
sever_al -~nseiYation needs. Among . 
the biggest for the people of Fayet~e 

Soil C~nservation ... February, 2001 Page 3 
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County were· bonu~ payments on get more thin~s do!Je.: _1 1. 11 · · _. watershed tou~. for ·legislators and 
contour buffers strips, ·watershed Wr; provided training at spring the media across the state'. The one 
funding and a program to help dis- and fall regional Jl:teetings and at the nearest to Fayette County were the 
tricts hire so~e part time staff: It . annual ~eeting for comt:hissioners. ones in Allat:nakee County, Howard 
was. _another example !hat showed_ •Executive ·Dire<?tor, Deb Ryun and .. County and WillJleshiek County. 
when we wor~- with others we can local commissioners h~ld sev~ral ' . CDI-officers and staff attended 

NACD (National Association of 
Conserv~tion Districts) meelings and 
training in Illinois, Ctilorado, Wash­

.· ington,·o.c., Michigan, and .AriZona. 
The Water Quality Conference and 
the Carbon Conference here in Iowa 
were also on the agenda of CD I. 

went through with the easement- The people of CDI ( commis-
- project because Eric fe~ls thaf most · sioners, officers and stafl) played .a 

importantly, it's of mo~t benefit to big role ·in getting the. small water-
the land. The next time Brush_ Creek · ~ shed structure renovation bill the US 
comes roaring. through the valley, -Congress: . 
their sqil will -not only · remain· in · At the annuat.CDI meeting in 
place, but more than likely catch September Will Ogle ofWadena was 
sediment from others' land ·froni ·named outstanding Woodland 
above. This was painfully illustrated Owner for the State of Iowa by the 

~ during the '99 storm where the ~s- Iowa DNR. At this same meeting 
tablished filter strips held the soil and Bill Bennett of Elgin was reelected 
caught several inches of soil. President of Cbi. Judy Bennett of 

Eric plans to establish most of ElginwasreelectedTreasurerofCDI 
the cropland area to native 'prairie, · Auxiliary. . , . , 
except for five acres oftree planting - Because of the tremendous 
to be done in 2QiH. He also;j>lans to workload reported to CDI by the dis-

. do some wetland restoration ·work -. tricts across the state the association 
with the assistance of the NRCS en- . is working to obtain additional staff-
gineers. ing for districts from tl:te state. H;ow-

Eric's philosophy on the Sl.lbject, ever, even though we were able to 
of his ea~ement project, is that wqilc . · g_et this funding in t_he Dept. of Ag 
it appears to be a generous program, · budget request, we were not able to 
the annual federal farm program pay- "get it in the Gov·emor's Budget To 
ments accrued over many years is fill this ne~d will require the work 
possibly 'tpore expensive to the US of all citizens across the state of 
government. The FSAestimates that Iowa. CDI requests this assistanCe 
farm -payments made to ·Fayette . . .. , . . . , . .. . · . . · . · from all . . ' · · 
County producers averaged approxi~ Followmg th~.May 19?9flo!xls, thiS depiCts some·l!fthe devastation on the Enc_ &~ (:t1uly B_oehm property ~outh CDI for. the fifth year spopsored 
mately $~0 per acre on. p~ymen(_ofWadena. P~eture~, IS Jerry Muff. Photo by Dan Burkhart, Fayette Co. Extenswn .. Servtce. . the Iowa Envirothon competition 

~i~?~~;;g~~~S§ ~ · ~ -. --~ ~:~:~=~~~~~~~=~~~~~- ~~;:~~liE;~~;~;;~~ , 
ers for the '99 disas~et: ·When ron- · , " . _ i/ie. r ~- . - . .." ' vation District's Annual Report - to test the skill. of ifive-·person high 
· sidering that this la~d will be under. ?I) . ufate· . · . . _ Published by the Faye~e school team working· t_ogether to 

t h"l ··a· ' e I SWCD, Hwy. 150, :120 N. ' permanen cover w 1 e provt mg ~ · _ , . - -~· _ -, · Industrial Pkwy., West Union, solve environmental problems. ·Re-
habita't for wildlife, it will also keep ~- . - .-.. 4' . A IJif A ·lll AA - . • I ~ • • Ia. 52175- gional contests are held to narrow the 
millions of tons of sediment out of · . ~ {IVV 11 W ~'- · · . " Issue No. 4 field do~ri for the state competition. 
the downstream river sy~tem· for . · · · - . . . · - · · Published February 2001 , Each -district in the state has infer-
years to come. . .: · - - · . "'~- _St~tement of Freque~~y: Annually mation on ·how high·::;chool st4dents 

NIPJl :AUTO PARTS =takepartffiilieioWaEnvirothon. NOTICE 
The. District prohibits discrimi­

nation in it's pr~grruits on the basis 
of r~ce, color, national qrigin, .reli- , 
gion, sex, ~ge, disability, political 
beliefs, ~d fam~y o~ marital status: 

Roger Post . and Brian ·Hilsabeck · 
working hard on _the ScottPhatmacy 
expansion in Fayette. 

Favene.· 
lumber .--
comoanv, Inc. 

- . 

112· East·Eim, West ~nion (319) 422·_3~96 . 

Postville Ford MerCury;lnc. 
·Hwys ·1s ·& ·s2 SE_Postville 

~~6_4-7231 IaTi•Ji1 

~y planting a tr~ee,­
you ·not o~y beautify 
· the landscap~, but 

help ':prevent erosion and 
, improve wildlife habitat. -

- ~Elgin State: Bank 
"BUILDING A .FUTURE WitH NEIGHBO~S & FRIENDS" 

ELGIN 319~426-5515 ... ~·­
WADENA _319-774-2335 f~l 

... 

\ 
' \ 

- -~~, 
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Chad P~mble showed the students how to tell the age of a tree by using (i 
special drill. .., - . . 

• Sized right for kids . • Best riding experience jn its class 
• Built-in safety features · • Smooth-riding indepe-ndent rear suspension 
• Includes helmet and training. • World's best-selling automatic transmission 

• On-Demand true 4-wheel drive 

@ POLARIS" . 
. The Way Out.·. 

or,llinus All season snorts · 
2355 t7th St., Calmar •-(319).562·3601-. · 

•financing a~ailable to qualified customers subject. to credft approval from Transamerica Ban~. N,A. on the StarCard. 
Example: Tra1l Blazer MSRP· $3199, paY.ments of $47.99 a month for 24 months. Total balance after 24 months is 
subject to the standard program, Tia1l Blazer not sold in California. Does not include tax, title, freight, de~ler 
installation and setup. Accessory offer good on aU new and unregistered 4x4 ·ATVs, excluding Scrambler 4x4. Offers 
valid on consumer purchases. between February 1 and May 31, 2001, Offer subject to availability at participating 

· ~eaters only, ot~er conditions may appty. See dealer for details. Warning: Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 
and older. Polans ~outh models are for nders age 6 to 15. Always wear a helmet and be sure to take a training course. 
For safety and traming information, see your Polaris dtlaler or call 1·800·3~2-3764. e2001 Polaris Sales Inc. 

Submitted by Eric Palas 
Ensign Hollow II Project Coordi­
nator 

Th~ quality of a stream is the 
reflection of its watershed. In Iowa, 
less ,than 15 of the 106 co1dwater 

·streams ~risistently support natu­
rally repro.ducing populations of 
trout. Iow~'s coldwater_ stream re­
sources are limited in number and 
worthy of our protection. 

Ensign and Hewett Creeks, .in 
-southeast Fayette and southwest 
Clayton counties, comprise the two : 
distinct streams that are commonly 
referred to as Ensign Hollow. Ensign 
Creek, flowing east from 

Thoma~vill~ Spring, haS historically project CQmpleted on the _ Ensign 
supported natural .reproduction ·of Creek Watershed in 1994. 
brown trout. Natural reproduction 
has never. been documented in The .habitat that trout require is 
Hewett Creek below the confluence fragile .. They fin,d safety, in pools 
with En§ign Creek. In the spring of mo~e than-two feet ~eep and in ar-
1999, the Fayette and Clayton Soif eas that provide a break from the 
and Water Conser:vation Districts current. Overhead oover provided by 
initiated the Ensign Hollow II Wa- · root wads, logs, brush, boulders and 
tershed Project. The project pro- long stemmed grasses can protect 
. motes the voluntary adoption of con- trout from pr~dators like herons and 
.servation practices by \Yatershed ~· Sediment is the major c~l:Jse _ 
landowners and fann operators, with of trout habitat damage. Silt ftom 
the objective of improving the wa- eroding fields and streambanks fills 
ter quality of the two streams. The poofs _and reduces the overhead 
new eft:ort builds up~n a . similar cover where trout live. Trout also 

v •• • depend on htsects for f~. Sediment 
smothers the rocky tiabitat required 
to produce their msect foods and pre­
vents them ,from spawnii_1g and re­
producing. Trout eggs lie. incubating 
in the crevices b~twee~ gravr\ f~om 
spawning in early fall until they ~ 

· hatch in early spring. To ensure suc­
cessful reproduction, a stream must 
be free of silt with a steady tempera­

- ture. 
Trout like cool water t~mpera­

tures. Eroding sediment has th~ long­
tenn result" of causing shallow stream . 
channels that are easily wanned by 
the sun. Cold groundwater spring 
flows ~e essential to support trout, 
especially during petiods o( drought. 
Stream quality can be improved 

Sister Mary Kurt was recognized this year by the SWCD as Outsatnding 
Teacher of the fear. She has been a great promoter. of the third con-
servation educatiofl fi~ld day. _ · . . · 

. naturally, in part, by can trolling up­
land erosion. 'fhe conservation prac­
tices that are used 'today, (such as 
residue· tp~agement, contouiing and 
terraces) have the comnion goal of 
holding water where it falls. Control- · 
ling surface runoff reduced the de­
livery of soil and QUtrients to a 
stream; and allows water tp oool as 
it is filtered through the groundwa­
teisysteJ;ll. Excluding livestock from 
a stream channel can a)so have a big 
impact on trout coyer . . 

From 1990 thorugh 1992, nearly 
95 lunkers (artificial habitat struc­
tures) were installed ·on :(5 sites along 
~e state-owned portion of Hewett 
Creek by the DNR and _the Haw~eye 
Fly Fishing Association. · 

Lunkers impro~e overhead 
cover and stabili~e eroding 
streambartks! The installation of the 
structures also has ·the effect of fu­
creasing stream velocity. Higher cur­
rent speeds remove sediment and 
expoes ~ock and gravel,. which pro­
vides improved conditions ..for 
spawnign an~ aquatic insect produc- . 
tion. The habitat work coincided 
with two other events: 
• ~nsigp. Hollow w~s designated as 
a special re~lation fis])ing area. AI 

. trout caught must be iinfl?.ediately 
teleased ·alive, and possession of 
trout is prohibited. Anglers are also 

, required to use· artificiallqres only. 
·• Cattle were removed from the up­
per reaches-of Ensign Creek. 

· The impact on the trout pop~la­
tions.has been encouraging. On one 
particular stretch of Ensign Creek, 
obs~rved torut numbers increased 

·from three in 1991 to 618 in 1999. 
The 1999 assessment also led to the 
discovery of the natural reproduction 
of rainbow trout in Ensign ·Creek, 

. making it one of four streams in lowa 
where this has been documented. It 
would be difficult to detennine what 
the trout population has responded 
to the most. "The habitat improve­
ment, . the efforts . of landowners tn 
protect EI!Sgin and Hewett Creeks 
and the catch and release regulation 
have all had a positive effect. What 
is very obvious is.that there is a deli­

" cate. balance between crop and live­
. stock production and the. impacts on 

our naturill res<>urces. · 
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Results of weD water -esting in the· 
Upper Maquoketa River -\Vcltershed· 
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By Tom Sperfslage, Environmenkll Specialist Ii 
Iowa Deparfm:ent of Agriculture and Land Stewardship -
Division of Soil Cons~rvation_ 

Quality drinking water is a need th~ soil profile has a certain capac- the soil . profile. Sources of nitrate 
we all have. Clean, saye drinking ity to .filter and degrade . contami- contamination are numerous, with 
water is more important than all of nants, this ability can be limite<:l cr9pland fertiliZation · being ony of · 
life's other essential needs except · when the soil .layer is thin or other . t?e·leade!s· ~xc~~siv.e' conceritra­
·one- ·oxygen. ·Medical-research in-.. special conditions ~xist like sink tlons o~ mtr~te m d~g water can 
dicates the average person can sur- holes, fractured bedrock, and "cori- . make hfe d~fficult for yqunger and 
vivefor about 14days without food, tamination ·overload.''. Urifortu- · older members of the family. Ba­
about 3 day~ without watet; !lnd just nateJy, many of these oonditions ex- . bies can· develop "Blue Baby. Syn­
minutes without oxygen. . ist in northeast Iowa and can tnake drome". if too ·many nitrates are in 

Water _quality is an issue '?'e all ~mr ground ~ater vulnerable. Wh~n the. ~~ter. for too long .of a period. 
have to work on. It affects our fam- the aquifer b~comes co_ntamjnated, Boilmg mtrate contammated. water · 
ily health, our business, and our~"· it is very difficult' and expensive (if only m~es the pro~lem ~orse. 
community .,. . .it permeates every- eve possible) to make it safe again~ , Colifo~s. are bactena that c_an 
thing we do. Across the S!ate of In the spring of 1999, staff from cause ·~ys~ntery. an4 other malad1~s 
Iowa water quality projects are ad- Iowa State University Extension when mgested m the human bodY: 
dressing water and water contami- · · · . ·. · · ~gain, the y~unger and older tam-
nation. Here in northeast Iowa, sev- . ; 
eral water quality proj~ts are work­
ing tq improve cold water trout 
streams. 

Well tests for-nitrate (N0 3)- spring _1999 
.85 tests completed 

100% 

80% 

· 60% 

40% 

20l)'o 

0% 
unknown 

Locally, the_ Upper ¥aquo~ta · 
River Water Quality Project is assist­
ing watershed residents and land­
owners through education, incen­
tives and cost-share to improve the 
quality of water that runs off their 
prope·ities. Eventually, this runoff 
water rea~hes the Maquqketa Rivet; 
Bruce Creek, Fenchel Creek or in:- . j a safe at time oftest •potentially unsafe a_t time oftest .! . 
filtrates through the soil profile to the · · · · ' 
ground water aquifer. · tested 85 wells in the Upp_er . ily members C<l!l be mo..§_t affecte.q. 

Ground water is_ ~n important Maquoketa River watershed .. Wells ~li_forms · can get ~to the aquifer 
resource for low~ particularly north- were sampled· for . nitrates and through l~aking manure structures, 
east Iowa.· Recent ~stimates show ·coliform. Nitrate nitrogen is a com- improper manure disposal, septic' 
that nearly 75% of Iowa's popula- mon contaminate found in Iowa systems and fields, and open. well 
tion receives·i~ dX:UOOng water from ground water. ~t gets into ·the aqui- pits. Boiling co lifo~ contaminated 
ground water aqmfers. Ev~n though _· fer by leaching (ty~ically) through water may kill the c6liforms, f:)ut it 

• Attractive Deferred Payment Options ••• up to J%* below-prime 
rate, with the TruChoice5M-program from Pioneer and DuPont. NEW 

· incentives for increasing your Pioneer purchase over last year, too. 
• 2% Early-Pay Saving~ throughApril30, 2001 . 
• Quantity Savings applied to total purchase of all Pioneer® brand 

proaucts. · . . . · 
• Crop· protection options ••• freedom to choose the seed arad . 

herbiqide system that best fits your situation. 
• More product options ••.• more top-performing products to choose . , 

from than anyqne. in the industry. Wide array of herbicide and pest 
resistanc;:e options, plus traditional elite hybrids and vartetie~ : 

• Packaging opt~ons featuring convenient PROBOX® Seed Handling 
System for bulk co~ as well as soybean seed. · 

• Replant & weather-related seed exchange opticms~ 
• Premh.a~- contracti'ng opportuniti_.s. · 

• Maximum 2-112% below pnme for.canola seed purchases. 

''I'IIE lli~Ifl' ()P'I'lONS, 'IDE llitJH'I' S~I1Jitl~. 
_)IOIW ~IU'In V ALUill4BOII-I,IO~miU 

Kurt Steif1br()nn, Maynard 
(319) 637-2205 . 

Charle_s Koh.ls, Clermont 
(319) 423-7185-

@. 

Wayne Sc~roeder~ H~wkeye 
(319) 427-5310 - . 

" Lyle Bushkofsky, Westgate 
(319) 578-5007 

· www.p1oneer.com/choices 

· piQNE.ER~ 
BRAND· PRODUCTS 

All purcha~s are subject~ the te~ oflabeling ~nd purchase documents. . '. 
®, SM TM Trademarks and service marks, registered or applied for, of Pioneer 

. Hi-Bred lntemationaJ, Inc., Des MOines, iowa, U.9_.A. ©1~ PHil. · 

is not an effective method .of·treat­
. ing the· hundreds ~f gallons noces­
·sary to ~upply ·a home on a· daily ba­
. sis. Clearly, prevention is the key. 
1 

• Results of the-testing are ·graphed· · 
below. ·. Generally speaking, Iowa 
State University Extension staff did 
.not identify very many potentia~ly 
unsafe wells. Concentrations of un­
safe nitrate levels increased with 
shallow wells- which would be·ex­
pe'cted. , 

Soil .;· __ , 
Conservation . 
Saves l.owa 

F. ' _arms .•. 

We thank area 
farmers who practice ._ 

soil conservation. 

Steege · ·m· 
. PH_ARMACY & 

Ke"~.l\ P.fv 

119 N. Vine, West Union 
(319) 422-3151 

. ' 

. ( 

Well tests for coliform,·. spring 1999 . 
I 85 tests COmpleted 

0-99 100-199 2qO+ : ·. unknown 

well depth in fee_t 

I• safe at time of test • pat~~tially U!1Safe at ti~e ott est i 

-Farmers- savrngs-sanf< ·. 
,.~~~~~-.. ru--~6~-~t-~l~---.~~~'1"~q;c .... : ........ : .. 
.- .. . . . ~~t>';,'.!L!.:::::...l . 

~- You Know Us .... We Know You. 
205 N. vine, West Union 

(319) 422-6072' . 

:.-· salutes ~ur,very. oWn 

:: Jer-fy Burracll 

.Jerry and Mary Burrack in frOnt .. of the windbreak they planted in 
1979. Made ofmore· than 'SO spruce .trees, the acr~age soil is pro­
tected from th;e deteriorating effects of hi~h winds. 

2000 liaac Walton league 
Windbreak award wi-nner 

, . . 

Maynard · 
Savings Bank 

Maynard 637-22~9 & Hazleton 636-2431 
Member FDIC 
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JULY l, 1999 .THROUGH-JUNE 3.0, 2000 . 

1M BUDGET 

Alloc~tion----------~-.: __________ .:~---~----~- ------------------------ --- $ - . ' 

Supplem:ental-----:.-----------------~-----:----~--------------- - ------

Total Allocatiori------------------------------ -------~--- - ------------­
Commissioner Expenses--~------------------------------------~---:-­
~ffice Supplies &Expe.nses-;.----~---------------------------~------ $ 

3M BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM 

3,000.
1

00· 
2,107.00 . 
5,1 07.00 
2,835.86 
2,622.20 

1999-2000-. Allocation---------: __ _-~------;-----~--- -:-~------~---------- $ · 4 3,663. 00 
Spent~-----------------~--~~-:----~----_-:·:.·.:;----~:.----------------~:_____ 26,618.68 
obijgated-~.-~~~---~~:.-----~-:- --: .... :~------~----~---: -:------~------------: 1s ,221.11 

. . . . . . · Un~~ligated------~~---~-:.. __ :: _________________ : _____ ~-------------~-- ::- 1,816.61 
Commissionersfot the Fayette Soil atidWater (Jonservation·District include-fro_nt-( LtoRJ RodMarlatt;-;/Qyce . , . . . . _ . _ . "" . . . . 
. Trotter and-Paiil Nuss~-· Bac/f.- -DickJensen·-andJon -Grafenburg.Absentfr~n -photo--are BiU Bennett, Judy ·· : - . . · :. · - . : . · _ . · ·. . 
-Benniitt; -~IiebDessel,Toe Wmgert .and BiJfOgle.-'~ -.. ' · '. ·. ·'· · · :· I.·;··.··<_·".\ ·- '-.- ·· .. ~ ~ ,i :.. . ·-_, . · J998: 1_9~_ Allo~tt~~--~---~-~-~---~-----~----~-~-~-,---------~-------- $-37,84?.00 

· ' · ··· · · · ·. · · · · · . ··- ·. " · · : · - · · · .· .... · · - Spent--.;,·-----------------.--:--------~--------------------=----~----- ~ 29,511.33 
· • · · · · . ~ · ..... ·. Oblig_ "ated--..: ... :..!.:.:~ ---------:-.;~------~---------------------~-----------~ 7,34 2:87 

t!1 ·,· 

Northeast~ Iowa' Private, l'orestlcinds · · .· · .. : · unobligated--:~-~-'~--'--~-'-,----~--_--~'--.--.'---~---- 987·80 

·--M· · : .. _·. · · :- t'·Js· • t · -· ~- :_.:..·-_ -· ~~~=t~LI . ~- ---_.-~,.-: _;--.·· J991-1998Auocat-ion--.----.-~------:--~--~.;,-~------~-=-~-------=------ $37,616.00 ··· · :·· ana~~R __ . ·SIS_ BiD~e:::..:~~a,~·.am- ·:_ -~v~~e- ... ) <.:,·;; :-~. :-~- >~:_ .. :;supple~ntat"Aliocatio~~~-~-;.:-_~:~~---.;,:~~---.;-~-_.;~---.!---~--~_: ____ . ·. 1 ~5oo.oo · 
. , · The· four north~ast -low~ q,unties · t!l be held M~ch. 5-Mru:th :36.-The _ - -A F:or~try Stewardship P.i~· will ~ ·-Total. Ali9ca~ion:-~---\·--.--------~--.;·-.---~-:-·-:----~--~--.:----:~~---.;, 3 9,1 Hi. 00 .. 

of ~lam~ee, Cl~yton~ Fayette, -and ·. _ N~~east ·Iowa, -Priv~t~ For~st~ands need -~o be d~v~lope~ by the D.istrid ·. Spent----~----:.-~-~------~-~------~------------·--- ::--~-----------:---~---- . 21 ,834.66 
Wmn~~hiek haye b~en ~pproved~as · . pnot;tty a~ea has· beeR approved f?r' --~~rester:~or yq.ur -cqunt_!'Y~ ~OF - Obli ated~~---~---_.; __ :-:---:-~--.;,------~-----------~-----.,--.-------~----- 11,691.51 
an Envuonmental Qm1hty IncemiVe fundmg for 5 years.~ Sign-ups will Wmnesh1ek and Fayette counties, · g · . · ·· · · · · . · 
Prog am (EQIP) Pn.or·t e Th' b · h ld · fu · ' · t. t G B · D' · . F Returned to State---'----------------------------=--------------------·-- $ 5 589 83 r . . 1 Y ar a. Is e e m · ture years to · allocate con ac.: ary eyer, IstncP or- . _ · · . , . ' · 
pr~or~ty area · titled-Nonheast Jowa · funds. . . _ · .. ester, USDA Building, B{)x 4; · · 
Pn~~te Forestlands has cost-share · . . . .. :. 

1
. .- · Charles City, IA50616, phon~: (515) REAP Practices Allocation-------~---.-----.:----------------------: $12,030.00 

avail~ple to do forest man~gem~nt . . ~er s1~ up _Is rece1':~d, ~h~ ~p- . 228-6611.. For Alla!ll~e~ and Clay.. Su lemetital Allocation-:.---------~-~----------------------;------ 17 810 00 
practices, such as: tree plantmg, tim- plication will _be ranked t~ pnonhze ton Counties, contact:' Bruce Blait; PP · . · . · .. . . · ' · 
berstand improvement, and livestock ' applications fo!:,cost~shat;e approval. -. District Fprester, P.O. Box 662, Total A)locatlon-----------------------------~--~----------- .. --------- 29,840.00 · 
exclusiQn: The N<?rtheast Iowa Pri- . Applican~s will.be ~otified»ofthe·sta:- Elkader, IA 52043, phone: (3 i 9) Spent-------------.:.----------:-----------------:--::-:.---=-------------.:,____ 14,371.00 
vate For~stl~nds ·has recei~ed tus·ofth~U:apph~tiOnafterapprov~l 245:_ 1891; or Greg --Heidebrink, _ .Reallocated under 2001 Funds------------------------: ____ :______ 14,805.00 
$ ~80:000 m ·funds for cost shanng by. thPeRA~tatce Tte1cchnEic~l coDQlE.l J?SICtteRel. P. . EQIP Fore~ter, at (319) "245-1~91. _ · Returiled to State-------·---.-:---------·----.------------·----------~----- . $ 664.00 
thiS Sign-up. ,. · ·· . . . • _ · 

· About th~ program· . TIONS AND COST ·sHARE 
EQIP is the USDA.oonserv·ation "RATES r 

cost -share pro~~m. designed to en- · Tree Plantine Desjgned to es­
courage.and support conservation of tablish or re-estaJ>lish locally native 
natural resources on private lands on - trees. and other desirable non~native · 
a voluntary_ basis. woody vegetation by means of plant-_, 

It provides tec_hnical.assistance, · . ing seedling stock or direct seeding · 
.cost-share payments," incentive pay- method. Cost-share= 75% ·not to · 
meots, and education to producers . ·exceed '$315.00-per acre: 
who enter into 5-~9 lQ-year contrac~. -~ Tim be~ Stand Improvement 
based oii conserVation plans. . Designed to _ improve tne condition 

· Where_to apply _ of forests for multiple resou·rce ben-' 
Applications are Qeing taken at efits. Cost-share:= 75% not to exceed 

REAP Fer~stcy/Nativ~ Gr~ses All~cation-~-------------~---~-.- . - $-. 4,952.-00 
Supplemental Allocation-:-----------------~---------~-----'"----.: --~-- · 8,13 7 .SO · 
Total Allocation----=- ----------·.:~---------·------------:---~---------~ -- .13,089 .50 . -
Spent------:.. ·---------:-----------~-;. _____ .. : _______ ----------------------- 6, 5 24.63 
Reallocated under 200.1 Funds~--------------------------~---.,.---- 5 700.00 

. . -- . - . . . ' 
Returned to State-------------~-~-----~;;_____________________________ $ 864.87 

local USDA"Se!Vice Centers. Local $75.00 per acre. ·. :- . 

~~~~~:,~!:r~1~:s~:~s :;J~~ Des~;J~t!::~~::t ·~~~~ . ... · .............. . 
~:~~!~~~tff?~:;~~ =:~:i~~f~I!::::::;:~. SOIL CO S'ERVATEI~ 
Service Center. · , . - signed to: provide weed control in t-.:....;..-.....;.;...o,;._ ____ --:-,_ -~---.;;__..;.,_ ___ ~_;...___;,..!.--:----------;;;..._-' 

when to apply . years after-tree planting. COst:-share= Conservation Tillage systems. (~y~tems that leave 30%' ·or"_ more crop residue), ·such as 
The.2001 sign-up is sc!teduled ~ ?5~, rio~ to exceed_ $45·00 'per acre. no-till, stip·till, ridge-till and mulch-till, offer rJ!any :economic & environmental benefits. 

Our professional fores~ers 
. . wm help yoil: . 

, • Market your n,-tatu(e trees 
• Appraise your timber 
. • Manage your existing 

-. woodlands 
• ·Plant and grow n~w 
~ t(e_es from seed . 

One~Stop Forestry . ,_ 

101 E.- Gfeene, Postville. • (319) 864-3586 

•· . Reduced labor -with fewer trips to the field, 1 trip .instead of 2 or 3 
•· 'Time saving~ • up to 4~0-hours on a 1 ,000 ~ere farm 
• ·Re~uced la~r- with fewer trips to the field 

· • ·Reduced machinery wea(~ No-till saves an estimatecl'$5/acre 
• Fuel savings -fewer trips, ·no-till saves an ~vg. 3.5 ga~ons/acre 
• · Higher soil.moislure ·'reduCed evaporation saves up to 2" of water 
• ·Reduced soil .erosion -can red~ce wind & water erosion to 90% 
~ _Improved surface water quality -by holding soil partiCles, 

·nutrients"& pesticides .on the field, less runoff ;.· .. -- . 
• lncr~ased ·organic matter- important to long-term fertility 
• More wildlife • crop re§idues provide shelter & food for wildlife · 
• . Reduced ·carQ<>n gas releases ·, keeps~ natural occurring carbon 

in !he.soil, reducing green-house effect 
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.. . . ·. · ... · · · .. · ·. · .. ·. · · .. · • · •· . '' fiiiJ2.! .· .· . · · Field day rea~ walerWays, nQtrient management 
By Dan Burkhart, Fayette County Extension EducatiOn Director : ·· · · . . . ', . · . · ·. • . , · · · · · . · . , - . . · · · ~ · : ·. · · · · · · . 

P~ease · a?~wer t~e foll?~in.g . your Fayette q>unty E_xt~~sion Of- . . <· ·Watetw~y eoris~~ctio~ and ~m~ · · ~a~e~~y," he said, to k~,e~ it from -. ?u~g he~vy rains ~hile grass seed- _ : 
ques,tion--~htch of the. follo~mg I~ .. ~Ce: you will want tp pick up Iowa, provement, on~ ofthe.prac~~ces qted . sdtmg. m. _ _.Jerry ~u~, Distn~t Co?- · mg. IS gettmg establ,Is?ed. 
the best place to determme a farr cash . . State University Extension's amiual by the Maquoket_al:lead~aters Wa- . seryat!on1.~t, F~yette C<?u,I_?.ty, satd:.. Cost of the fabnc IS about $1 per 

·rental rate? . . . . . cash ren,~l sirrvey. ·ne survey is 'the tersh_e,d . Co~ncil: as a watto ~each. ·· . N_~tural R~s?ur~ .Conseryatiori Set:- run~in~ ~oot.. Distance ~etween the 
a. local coffee shop .. r.~sult_ ofa statewide su!Vey of farln- wa!e.r quahty . goal~;- led the hst of vtc~ ~pec~t~at_Ions · reqmre . u~land .. ~fabnc lme vanes betw~n 50 and 1~ 
b. . Fayette Co~nty Asse~sor's . e~, landow~ers, $lgriculturallenders, _ ~ events a5 t?e. fall field day held ~ov. tr~~at~ent, ·· I~ the ~at~rway . Is to feet, base~ on the s~ope of t?e wa-

office (m .the Courthou~e)> . real estate brokers, and professional 1 near A,rl~ngton. · . . "'. . . qualify for mcen~tve payments. , terway. ·. For more m~o?Dahon. on 
· c. FSA(F~rm Servt~Agency) fanp rilaJ1.agers._,They basetheires- · ·>'f!le -field day ~~as held at th~ · Muff ~nd To~ Sperf~lage;· Up~er · waterways and thefabncmst~latmn, 

office located m West Umon , . timates on !ypieal cash rental rates . Darrel R~sburg-Sn:uth f.arm south- Maqu~keta .RI.ver · p~oJe.ct environ- co~ tact the. Fayette ~WCD m West 
. d. I~wa State U~iversity Exten- for 'high, medium, and lo_w qu~lity · east.of:.'.rlmgton; ~Ith :the Watershed men~al spectahst, also di~ussed· i?·- ~mon. Producers and landowners 

SIOn o~~ce.loc~ted !ll Fayette . . .croplarid_in their.cimnties. · . - ~-- CoUJ1Cd_ as sp?ns?r. . . . . r . . centives, bon_uses·and options avail~ . m. the Maquoketa Headwaters Wa- . 
. Let s dtscu~s each of the P?t~n- . Estimate~ of ex:pected_ corn· ·Watt?twa~ demo?strations fea- .. abl_~ to l.andowner:';· a?d I~:Wa State· tershed . should contact Tom · 

hal answ~r-~ .. First ~he C?ffe~ ~hop; · .. . yields a~e derivedJn?m. ·;act_ual fami tur~d a .Humcane Dttc~e~ :us~d to ·. Umversity Extens~on s .:anan ~ng Spe~fslag~, Iowa Department .of 
Th~ credibility of mformation. ex- · yi~lds.subtnitted for crop insurance . . b~ild new or ~eshap~.e~tstmg ~a_t~r- and ~an Meyer discusse.d s~edmg, Ag~culture and La~ d. Stewardsh~ps 
chan~ed ~ver coffee r~lated to cash d<?cmnentation. Our ex,~ple _farm . wa~~,Jmd a ~~chme us~~ to m~t~ll esp_ectally the need to fmi~h fa~l wa- " envrronmental spec~abst,.~nceT?~g . 
rents I~ at tts bestunr~hable. In many . with an average CSR of 8~ would er?s10n-red~cmg lanqscape fa~nc · tetw~y work ~y e~rly. August to al- ~these progrruns and mcenttves wtthm 
~~_It l~ads ~~ condu~i~ns J~e this- ~ pr?bably fit_ fit~ the high quality one~ _. ~cro~ n~w. watetways. ·- _ . . · low. t~e for the ~ee~mg tQ ?eCQme the wa~ershed. · . . :. ' . . 
- Well, if you~ ~~?ant ts paymg Y9.lf ·third of Fayette Cgunty farms m'.the · .Btlt B~.n~ett~ ~ayette Sml and . est~bhshe~ befo~e the· growmg sea- . , . . Iowa St~te Umverstty s.ag~c.ul- . 
that much and It s JUS~ ~own the road .. surveJ; :The.-range of cash ·rents is . W~t~rs~ed. Dtstnct(SWCD)_ .co~~ -SOIJ.. ends. . . . . . , . . . . ' . · . . . tural .and .· .biosystems engmeen.ng 
from my farm, then mme shou_ldbe_ {rom$130-165/aq-e_.withan·;werag'e '· mtsst~ner_ tol~ som~ _40. prQ~uc~rs, The fabnc-laymg machm~ ~s dep~r:tmentdemonst~~teda~a~hme 
worth at;.l~~&rthat..muc~.~'· AS y~u _. of- $148 . ... Yo'u". CQ~\#. , r.*-;pecf. CQ.m·. ~an?owners and agency staff attend- ow~ed by the Fayette s~,CD~nd fs =-.w~~~ ~_cun:entresearch.on mtrogen . 
can predict, the p~ob_abt~tty . of dts~ . yields to average 143 bushel/acre as · mgthe field d.ay that good watef':"~Y . · ava~lable to_ lan~own~~ and P!9d~<r ~. ferti1Jl:ef.~atl.~~e~~9t. }?~~-~ -~_}Ylm; ... 
cussmg lo~er or fair cash rents at the · a five.:. year average. - . . . . .· man~ge~ent mcludes good practices ers m the county. The machme m~. -ISl.J research associat~, said the rna- · . 

. coffe;e shop is velysmalL .. , . ··: ·. 'Jf another farm averages ' 133 ·_ abovethe\yaterway, as well as good ·_stall~ a length qf.fabric; "fenc;e~' · chme injects-liquid nitrogen ferti1izer "" 
Both the tenant and the landlord -· -bushels/acre, has a ·lower:CSR and· ·. maintenance. . . . a~ross the waterway: The fabric; 36 :about. 4 .. 6 inches into the soil, then . 

.. ne~d some basic information· on ~ has same other crop ~imiting f~etor -.. · ' "We rieed to ·mahage the whole. in~hes. _w!de a~d ~urie,d ab9~~ - ~alf . covers andcomp~cts .the soil abQve 
whtch to base rent deci~ions. This ~ such as· drainage, then .we wiillook thatwtdth, ~ctstodai.Ii water rimoJf". .. the slot '· '· ;--' · · 
leads ,to t~e second potential ans~e~- , ·at the 'mediup} .qualit:fr~ntal. rat~s~ T!Ie niachhie destroys or dis-
- the· Fayette County ~sessor's ·~f- · The average.ca8h·rerit was·$t23.with _ ~pts tl\e macropores, which are 
fi~ .. rou can fmd out what the pro- . a rang~ of$95.~ 150/,~u:~re. ' . . . . . . ~.- for.rhed by earthworms or from pre-

. ductty1ty of y~ur farm is by asking _ . . - . Our example· farm with an ;;~ver- : v~ou~ .c~op rqot sys.tems: "The con-
lhe assessor .for. your average CSR. . age CSR of 29\vould.fit into theJow ~ . is to get water that goes to tile 
· ~SR stan~s for ~m suita~ili(y nit.;. qual~ty category.·· The aver~ge-,l~w to go ~roimd·the area where the 
~ng. CSR s provtde a relative ra~- . quahty cash rental r~te-is $105 per fertiliZer is ·knifed in,'~ he$aid. Tests 
mg from 0~100 of .an Io~a so!ls. acre. · The)ow q~ality rental bite during recent yearsshow a 10. to 20 

·' based c;m their potent~al .for mt~ns~;e . -rang~ . is ,from. _$90-120/~cre.,: lYpi.:. · percerit reduction in .nutrient loss; he 
row crop., productiOn. · Soils 111 cal ftve-yeat average corn yield said. ·.- . . ' · 
_County range from-anaverage csR· .. could. be 112 b~shels/acte . . , . ·. . P~ACTICE· · · Chad Ingels, Maquoketa Water- -: 
of 5 (Chelsea loamy fine sarid with · , The survey also shows what the . .FARM shed Project manure and·. nutrierit 
a_.14-25% ~l~pe) to 95· (Richwood · ·-ave(age rent per bushel of com or:· ~9- ~sEr.v~_riON . ·· . managetnen_tspecialistexplaine:dthe 
sil.t loam wtth a0-2% sl~pe~)Afarm ~ soyb'e.ansand .. ~h~t the_ average rent/ · results ftom watershed denioristra· · 
Wtth an .ayerage. CSR .of .. 8? . would: ,. CSR mdex pomt -lS.· The farm With . . tions candu~ted iil the watershed. 
generally 'be very. productive· while an average ds:R of 85 ca1c~lates out . ·: ·B R.E HM-E'. & ·-s.o NS' .· ·. . ' R~sults 'from .these nitrogen . 
a· farm with a CSRof.29 would have at $137.70/acre and the farm with the · · - · nianageinent' demonstrations show 
limits on··crop produ~tion due to ' CSRof29calcula~esoutat$47/acre.'. . CONs·· T·R·u·c··. T·lo·. N.: : .. . that nitrogen use can be reduced . 
sana, shallow bedrock, or,slope. ,1b.e . You Say You d<ii)'t.lq!Ow anyone that · · · . . · . · · . from·avef\lge_wate'rshed levels while 
. taxes. you pay on ~our-farm are' based ·;, is paying· only $47/acre?· Well :that-' .. La'nd_ · ·.··~- pr_ o_~e"'-ent Co_··.; ntra_ .. ~tor . & . Til.ing . ·.: .. maiiltaitiirig yielq a~d incteasi.ng . 
on this productivity index. _.Be aware· . . is" where . market- derriand com~s 'in. ' . . ' profit. "&edl.lGing ~mtnercial N ap-
:tbatth~avera?eC~Ri~for.the~hole · Ift~erento11this.famrisactuallyat..- · · - · Wad~na 633·6121 ·. ·_,, ,- · .·'· .. ' . _- plicationmayptomoteinoreefficient 
farm, mcludmg t1mber; wetlands;_ •: $90/acre, it reflects market demand. . , crop use of so~l :N, therefore decreas--
and any ot~er non-cr?p acres. · . . If the current, ten~ntdoesn't pay $90 . Cn,~ '·· a_ a·•_-1~· · .·~--- . . _..... . . .. _ ing the'chance of N moving htto the 

. . The thud potential answe~ ts _a per ~ere, . someon~ else will. If -we J.. 'e1f . ... · surf~ce water system. ·_ l'hosphonis · 
-VISit to the FSA (Farm Service 4ave a dry ye~r, the p~tential for loss • '· . . • . . . .. · .. . ' : . . . . . . . . . . .. .,. management demonstrations· in the --

Agency) office. Here you can _find by the tenant is' great. . Can, the ten- :on_ ..... · .. ''"··. tcmsi_ . ~ . . - V_ . e _.: a.._· - 'ift·l· .... .• . Maquoketa Headwaters Watershed 
out ~hat y~ur farm's crop acreage . ant really afford to rent this·farm at . .,._ .. ., • .., . this crop 'year show that yields are 
b~se. IS .. This -~~ects what a ten~nt > $99/acre? -This fs' cafied"risk. 'In a not mcreasedand profits are actually 
. recetves m de~Icten~y payment~ un:: .. cash r~!lta~ agre.em~nt the tenarlt:as~ . · !Jy Kevin ~mu~~n .. . · > , . . _than just tons of forage. Th~ q;ality ~e,duced when crop removrtl rates of 
det:.the fat;n. program. You can als~ sull)es ~ll ·the:·crop. produ{;tjori ·risk. · , · ~t~nstve gr:azmg began on our _has been 'Continually improving. phosphate, PzOs, fertilizer are applied 
get the official nu~ber .of ~rop acres·· The la~dlord's risk of nor-getting ~h·e . farm m 1992.Atthat time it was used to soils on three farms in the water-
on your farm. Whtle you ar_e t~~re, rept _is low, even if ther~ is a crop fo~ · tlje_ sulllil_ler pasture for a row/ shed. 
ask about the CRP . (Con~~rvat10n }allure orgover_nmem farm programs ·calf operation .. Since. th~t time we . _ · · Following the morning tillage . 
Reserve Program). ~ou mtght wan~ . dis~ppear. In _a·so-so rental ~gree- have ·converted to stoekersteets~ field day, Bob Bassett hosted a visit 
to~skabouttheContmu~usC?.nser- . ment.~thshareproqu~ti9qrisk,boih · If there ~as be·en one.fador ·in to his riparian buffer site .a mile 
v~tion Reserv_e Program If you: have ·· .benefit~from high prices oryje~ds and ·promoting this on our ~ar:m is high ~otith.- Bassett's project is ·. a Tr~es 
a stream flowmg through your far:m. both can suffer losses. ... · . '. . . tensile electriG fencing.· The new . · Forever Buffer Initiative and Trees 
If you needi_n~ormation on any gov- . . What-is th·e-~oiTecf answer to the _.-t~cbflology of low impedance fenc~ .-. . Forever cosponsored-this visit. 
ernment fa_rm pr<?gra_m_, just ask. question? I'm sure you have it fig- erii is· what ¢akes ~hisc grazing .sys- : Bassett said · he initiated the 
St~p ?ext door be.fore you leave .the· . ured out-by now. The rorr_ect answer . ·-t~ry w~rk. The con~tniction of this project because he had ~ 13 .· acres of 
bmldmg and. see I~ .~OU need to up- is b,C, and <j.· ~f yo~ want to. qeter- .. . fence COStS about 1/3rd less than US- pasture· "that wasn't good pasture." 
date your conservation plan at the mine a fair cash rental rate for both ·ing barl?ed w~e. There is no better He decided ~cr do· ~omething else on . 
~CS (Na~ral Re~ources Com~er-: temintandl_andioidbasedun produ~- fene:e to build. _ . , , · . . .. ·. ·. ~he _land ~ecaus.e the Maquoketa 
vaho~ Service) offi~e or check out . ti~ity,_ then visit b, c, and ,d, do your:' The ~ecopd part of the evolution River flows _ th,rough ·and when he 
the cost sh~re. for w.at~twFtys .or ot~~r homework, and negotiate . . If pot, go ·to grazing .has been _the: recom: · · · he~rd of the riparial) buffer prognim 
conservation proJects._ You also to the co~ee· shop. .• . . . mended· grasses and. legumes· tq put . KevinAP,undson thought 'it sounded good. It was an 

.... in the pasture:·We haye come a long Aiso, lim. e has."becom' e a· Sl·~;f1cant . -Qpporturiity -to. lielp decrease, sedi-
could fine tune your average CSR fr · h · · · 

51
1ll..l way om t e original thoughts .of ·"nutrient" to-apply. · · mentloss mto the river, he said. 

b_y looking at ypur soil m·a:p' s_. ~ . .. ,, " 1 t h t' · th d d' h" · p ap W a S Ill e-roa , ItC to The most sat_isfying. of all of this . The work was· done over three 
·The final potential an_swer_ is.' . , . ''trea· t t't ·like co. · · " Th first · -; - · . . . · ~ m <;rop ~ · e · has been the increased soil oonser- years w~th the help of a number of 

~astureswe.re seeded to bro.me,grass, vation. As a prlme example~ we had . agencies, including NRCS. · 
tpnothy, .reeds _capary, white·clover - a horrific rain of 2.8"which washed Bassett ·said his priorities in the ·so·. 1-L·_-. ·c·o· N. 5· E. R·'· ' ._A ·-T· .10""' · ~N· . .. a~d red _ clove._t,Th~s pastyear ·we ,rock ac~oss the gravel roads about . projeCt were: i) establish switch-. -¥ :... · seeded' down the reriiairiing uplands four weeks after seeding: I did not gras8 .in the ar~as needing immedi-

. . _.lfwe dpil't plari for it today, .there wo.-n't be . to Pererini~ rye.grassand white do- . look fotw'cird to :going up the hill to ·. a~e pro~ection arid to filter the water; 
. " .. af!ything to ~.platl fortpmorrow .. · ve~. We have arsof.oundacomp.any ·· see all the wash out gullies. To iny·, 2)take careofriverbankerosion be-

WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING ·-· ~~~f_speci;mzes in forages: It is 'J!te . _ complet~ ·surpri~e, we had o~y -t\vo .; .. fore ~Ianting any t.ree§; and then 3) 
. ·. . . _ . . , . . . . • .PIOneer' ._of ~e- f~rag~ compan1es s~all c11~· If thi~ .had ~n m ~m, .. plarttmg trees; Nearly 3,000 trees of . 

. . . . SO.IL ·CO~SE8VATION - __ . m ~urope . . )bis switch tf!these for- ~~-resultmggulli~swo~ldhave oeen many ·species w~re planted in the · 

BEATRJC,E. ' CHEESE . INC~ .~ ::.basput,:ur p~tures in big." hugi.st ~er we hosted a pas- ~uji:~:t cirol Teator of Trees 

. 11Manufacturer o.f'Fine· Quali~ . .Oairy'Prod_ ucts" . ·_ ..... The~ _third piece ~f _the.· p~l.e ·, tiire~~alk .. o~ J.tiiie2 .. Q~_ Weare happy Forever and Muff. ~rilpha~iz~ the -. 
'-'--'~~~~ . : fred· • k b. . . 37 . 53.11 .. , . . ~ms to ~me. fro~ proper fert~- , to_vtstt wt~· Cl!Jyone about our expe: . . rieed· to . plant. good . native seed in . . ..._ .. er.IC. S urg .· .. _· · --: ·. zat.~on. The _use ·o~ a balance<J blend~-. rienceswitlp~anag~ intensive graz-· similar bufferprQjects to,ensure sue-

, .- · - ·'· . -_of nutrients has reaped.more benefits. . ~g. Just give us a call. · ' · cess. ·· : 
. .• I .• \ . 
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I FREE INSTAlLATION ·~ 
FAY-ETTE COUNTYc ONLY 

- OffiCE HOURS: Mon·fri . ~·U & 1·~ . 

,.· 

Web of Life_ 
Soon the ~n.bw will ·be tu1.11ed 

into water and the warmth of the sun 
will ,coax the land into life. It should 
be called "The Greatest Show on . 

_ EC}Iih",- but most of us take it for 
granted. Eor many this renewing of 
life after a long cold winter seems to 
stir our spirits with a sense of awe. 
How can those small seeds frozen 
in the soil find the strength to take 
root and grow into plants?. How ·can 
the insects survive 20 degrees below 
zero all winter and slowly return to 

· life? If trees could communicate 
·what sound would they ·make? 

I will never be bored with _the 
mysteries of natur~. I hope you also 
have this spiritual and · emotiof! al 
connection~ with our environment. 
: - .You are, invhed·. to-beeome in.., . 

valved with this mystery of life in a 
'persona_l way.. by planting. a tree in 

/ our For-est of Memories. 
·. A tree will be planted-. in tribute. 

to any. persOn-you choose·and'a stone 
marker with the family's name en­
graved on it placed by the tree. Your 
"family' tree" will prove . that you 
have this spiritual and emotional re-
spect ~or l~fe. · 

For more information on the 
Forest of Memories please call. Ri­
chard Jensen at (319)_422-3919. 

·. Report from NllC 
BY, Bill B,enne_tt NA CD -Director .. · · - · --, 

~ACD has be:en wo-rking on a great number .of other things. . 
many nation-al issues during 2000 a&_ NACD works on things that are 
it' has ·for more than fifty \ years. ,of a national scope and cannot or are 

· Among .~e issues NACD· has. been _ difficult for state· a~sociatioris, like 
working on is the new faim bill, fmd- · CD I, to do on their own. The ·same 

· ing a w~y- to help provide. staffing thing can be· said about sate associa­
for conservati<;>n districts, how to use tions, they -work on things for dis-
all of ou,r resources in the best way, tricts to -do on their own. _ Legisla:­
how to be more responsible . to the · :tion is one of these things. CDI 
needs of our custome.rs, what the works on it on a _state level and 
needs of our customers are, how to NACD works on . it on a national 
cut costs and do more with less and lev~l. . '! • 

·~ --''bur· 
rd ·.Ser\tice· 

~-· check· Qut 
·. -& -tune-up ' 

y~ur ~r'!c~ .. 

NACD has. various committe·es 
that address different issq_es~ The 

, committees NACD has are: agricul-: 
turallahds resources; district opera­
tions, education, environment and 
resource policy, forest resources, 

.. grazing lands & public lands re­
sources, urban~ community, & 
coastal resources. and water re­
sources. These committees meet and 
hold heaHngs on different issues that 
ar¢ brought. forth from the 'distriCt 
·across the nation. · 

_ Bill Be_nrtett ·of Elgin is one of 
seven district officials from the coun­
try that serves on the forestry re­
sources committee and one of eleven 
NACD Board of Directors members 
to serve .on national resource com­
mittees .. Resource committees nor­
mally_ meet twice a year, while the 
NACD board usually meets three 
times a 'year. · · 

. NACD normally has several 
task forces working on non-perma­
nent issues. NACD like individual 
conservation districts works withal­
rripst 'any group ·to serve the needs 
of people . . All of this is done so that 

· conservation' districts can better 
/serve their customers~ all the citizens 

ll•ll•••••••••••••lliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilll of each district. · 
The NACD-mission statement 

· is: To enable conservation district 
.. to po_oi their re_s~urces to accomplish :, 
. Collectively_ what wo_uld be difficuiy ' 
or impossible to accomplish indi­
vidually . .. 



[" 
I 

I 

~· 

- . 
~i~~ .. r-...._'1/:.· :~~~~~:;.. ~':' ... ~:~--~-~-~?;-~_~ ;>..:··-:;.··:-- .::..~{-':.".'' :::-~~~- ~·:--:: V.J .• k~~- ... "':" ~ ... ~·;s.· .;').. • A'.. . «: -~ .. :; •.-:). .. · ... , .·. -:-. . ::-.·: .:n.·..., ..• _ ..• . 

" / Soil C~nservation .. . ·February, 2oo~ · Page 9 

JWph uO..,·eonservatkitJ. ·edJ~eatifila fa"'•· .·-
-· . - . . . .. . 

. r .. 

. In 2000, the Fayette SWCD was . ne~ pond was constructed. ·'The 
able. to.start devel~ging areas on the . wetland area on the farm-is ·. to be 
Ralph Houg.Edtication,Farin for in- enhanced in the suininer·of200L;. · 
structing people of all,·ag~s in for- · . The-Fayette SWCD received a 
estry and water quality practices. . grimt from the Fayette Cou~ty Farm 

·With the h~lp of the Northeast . Bureau.to help with the cost of the · 
Iowa Forestry A~visory Committee . projects. -Nl of th~&e· ar(!aS :~m be 
and t.he West .Union Boy Scouts, the , use~ to h'i!lp educate ·people pf all 
district h~ six different forestry prac- ages. . Eventually the fieJd day . for . 
tices. In the northwest comer of the third . graders will be moving from. · 
farin is an untreated area that wa8 . the Dick and_Dorothy Je.~sen farm .· 
left. Next to it is an area where 50 -to the ~alph ,Houg Conservation : 
percent of the over story was ·killed• .Edtidition Farm. ,. · 
and seedlings planted. Th___yn an ~re~ · 
was-established with 100 percent 0f 
the over story killed and .~edlmgs 
planted. In both of these areas some 

. of the seedlings have tree .shelters . 
and same do riot.. . ' . . .· 

"... The area.to the east had a do~er 
. . remove the weed trees aqd was di­

rect seeded with m~ts and acbms~ · -__ 
· Acr~ss the valley, . seedlings ~ere · 

planted into grasslands. The .other . 
practice is near the road . that goes · 

. through the farm,' and is a TSl(tim­
ber stand iinprovement) hazye~t and ... 
~a planting of seedlings at- a ·rate of · 
four ~eedlings Jor ea~h tree . har­
vested. The only trees ha,rvested , 
were ones in poqr health s.o the 
healthy ones could continue to grow. · · 

For water .quality. an~ to help 
prevent s9il erosion, SWCD com- . 
missioners with the use of farm trac­
tors .-imd ·loaders ro~strueted a ·gully , 

. \ ' ~ 

-. 

SWCD ·has ''no . 
.· h1Dlting'' •·policy 

Due to t~e fact tnat the Ralph ;.: . 
Houg Conservation Education Farm 
·has been designated ~or oonserv~tion 

- 'education, the SWCD Commission­
/ erswill not allow hunting on this 

property . . This is for safety and li­
ability .'reasons. 

. } 

block that -will also create a smali -· · · . Bill Bennett iS slwwn applying ~e 
pond.. This is located in t~e n.or,ih- · · · · 
. west forestry demo area. On the land Site preparation being done oi( th'e Ralph Houg conserv.Qtion farin, . seed as pcut of a.f!i!ect se~g on 

· east of the. road an area -has been east-of~est U~ion . . · · · · · · · . · .· ·. ·-. · · · theR!J!phH~g~onseTVati(Jnfann. · 
. seeded .to native grasses and forbes. 

In Nov'einber and December'-a 

·do you ~now you're really; cqvere~? : ' 

when itstrikes·like- (!;·bolt from the blue~ 
You work hard to make your operation a -SVG:Cess. And, with so much at stake,. you . . . 

can't afford to cut comers with your insurance· coverage. Find out how the distinctive . . 
. . -·. ' .. \, -. . . . 

features·of our fann and ranch insurance can help y'ou protect -your livelihood.- - .. 

Just say when ... 'whenever you.'re ready.sM · 

.... 
. . 

· J·ames.Mitchell .· 
Phil· James. 

.. Irina Kime, 

. . ' ... .. 
••• ® . ; . ·• 

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Insurance • Inve$tments · 
· · · www.fbfs.com · ·\ . . ·.Fay.tte (3,19)' 425-~333 . 

S<euritieJ prodoc15 :md servie<>off<;rcd througll: Eljui~rust MAri:etingS~ces. :.U:. 5400 Univ,;,ity.Av~ue.il'"' IJcs Moines.IA50;66, 1-~00-2~7-4110. . · • 
In IAIMN: Fatm Buttao Mutual Insurance Compaoy, We.st Des Moines, !A • In tTr. Utah Fatm Bureau Insurance CompanJ. SIJ1dy,lJT • In SO: Sooth Oakotafarm Bureau Mullla{ lnsuranc' Compar.y, Huron, SO · 
In AZ: .We.stem.Agricultitnllnsunnce Company, Phoenix, AZ • In NM: We.stem Frnu Bureou Mutual insurance Comp3ny. Las Cruces. NM . · ~ . . C FBLi 999 269 

'I ...., ( 

·,· And it's our . 
busi·ness to . 

tr~a~e it ha"ppen .. :. 

• _ Goul.ds Pumps · '"' 
• Sta:.Hite ·Pumps 

Conaire Pressure Tanks 
.· Complete W~ter Systems 
Land~O-Matic Chlor.inators 

· Fre~ Estimates 
• ·Reliable SerVice · 

.ERICKSON . 
-.PUMP-SERVICE-
Elkader 245-1698_ or 245-1684 

l:-800-.269~ 1698 . 

Wiltgen ... 
· .. ConstruCti._oQ. 

• ,·Excav_a'ti_ng· 
•-1,\g_l_ime _ 

·· .. Sprea~i-ng > ... 
-• Rock and Sand 

.Material$, 
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.. ·Project$ JleWIIJiiJ .• DJd Gt KCBD fOr Northeast--~~-
- . . . · - . - ·· · . . -· · - . : ·· - - / · tier of Iowa. . - . · _. and D1ck h~r~ m Fayette Co._· our _ 

By Andy J oJ.l-tison . . . . liance ~to . ·one ofthe mqst "reeog- Ia ted projects. The siX counties have : · staff," and all those partner agencies 
Based in Postvill~, Re'so:urce : ilized. and ·resp~e(J-_suc~ :gro~ps ii( - oooperativety implemented -~ - web. . · - The list of projects goes ort and (such as the F~yette Soil and Water 

Conservation and D~velop~ent for . •the state: · · . .. . ··. _ - page ' · , . accessible , · _- f rom · on but one worth special ment_ion·. Co-nservation Distdct), organiza- . 
Northeast Iowa is a nonprofit orga- - . _ · Patr-ick Henry came on. thi~ · www:visitiowa.m-g' de_scriblng ·the· iegardiiJ.g f'_ciyette County is the pos- tions; and iridividpals who have 
nization deqicated to sustainable de- : .spiingas a volunteer and later as GIS ... tmirism opportUnities available itf the.. sib~ity for methane ·recovery from helped RC&D make th-ings happen. 

, velo~nient ~A}lainake~, B:uchanan, - -. speeialist. fl~w~rks Cl<?sely with the _ region. And most recently, we 'have o the. Fayette landfill. Methane is pro- We are just beginning a planning 
_Cl ayton, Fayette, Howard, and . _Upper low.~ project ·'?n .resource helpedfacilitate:(and partially f.urid) - duced as the buried garbage breaks :process tha~willinclud~ publicme~t­
Winneshiek ~unties. We work on - analysis,assessm~rit and_educatiqnal the revision and - r~printing ·of the down and when .reCovered and use<i ings ~nd partiCipation in _al1 oounties · 
a project basis, assisting individuals. ,activities rising GIS as ~tool. ·.Goo- . Nisi tors guidebook to· the six~county ' . .-. as an altemativ~ energy _SOUrct? al~o coming up in February ~arid March. . 
and organiZations make ideas · be- · _ graphi~ . Information Syst~msc ~re ,ar~a, which is hot off the press as we " prevents-the methane from becom- If you are intere~ted in participating . 
come reatity through planning, or- .· powerful computer systems with the '· speak. These two· resources hav¢ . ·-mg a potent greenhouse gas in the and helping us_ identify priority work 
g~tional, giant-writing, and oilier · . poteritialto display, overlay and si- · prov~n in~ispensable to folklrwailt~ _ ·atmosphere. · - : - . - are~~ please call us at the offiee at · 
f<?rmS ofa~sistailce .. Projects rap.ge ' multarieously:·analyze 'many_.layers -ing to -visit US_.in this bea~tiful cOr- . And. ihariks ~0 out to ~ll bo~d (319~ 864-711~ 
froin rominunity development -and of g~graphic data , from land use;. -~ · · _. · · · . . . . ·. _ _ members (especially Marilyn, Bill _ 

resource-related b~sinesJ· ass!stance soils .and ~tr~~~-to_ Ian? OWn.-.• er8hip Ml·c· ha'-.. e· 'I-He' nd"e.-rs· on·- J·-o-- l·n·s SWCD -s·t·a· ff. 
to watershed~ andwate~ quality, for- · . and demographic data.-. Pat IS also , , . - . . . . . · · · . , _ · . · 
estry, and value-~dde~ agriculture. · av~ilable to, -do_ contracf·*ork on .. ·, _ _ Michabl Hende~smi h~ ~ecently measures iri Granilis Greek water- - ·"Before that I .was. attending 

. The RC&D IS. sponsor~d by _t~e . other natural reS<)ur~ or watershed . been hired by the F~yetie . Soil and shed. .· . -. . . Okl~oma State Uruve~Ity whet e l 
·· S?il an<:l Water· Conserv~tlon ?ts~ _.pr~jects: ~To leam ~ore about this --water Conservation District through : Improving-the W(iter quality -of re~rve.d a B.S. in Crop and Soil Sci- . 

tncts ap.dth~'Boar~s.ofSll;P~~·sors . orotheraspectso.fhiswork,feelfree· -a Water Protection Development Grannis Creek wo:gld be accom.: enc_~ m 1990 .and ~ - M.S. in 
from the six coun~1es ~entloned . to give him _a ~1 at the office. · . (}rant. . ( _ -_ _ · ·· _ . piished by a:oombiriation of.conser-. Agronomy in_ ~ ~93," says 

. . above. O~r Fayett~ ·Couq!y . boar.d ___ -: _ · . _ __ . . _ The,Dis!fict developed the gi;ant vation pr~ctice~ and education. The · H_7nde~n. , . . . . 
.- memb~ m~lude·Bill Bennett fi:?,m , Our work ,has not ~~en all on- .·_proposal to obtain finlds to study the proposal outlipe~ an intensiv~ srout- . . . Raised on a large liTigated farm 

th~ . ~oil ~nd Water- 9oQ.~ervat19n · -~nted. to the north· ?<>wever._ We ar~ , water -_quality of Mink and G_rannis _ ing p~ogram that wo~ld be fri<;used _ .. ~ th_e O~ahorna Panhandle which 
Distnct, Dick Je~sen from the Board wor~g clos~ly With a SI]la~ ·group : Creeks and to offer land treatment . on educating the landowner/opera- Iris. Dad and brothe~ are currently op-
ofSupervisors -andMarilynRubner oflandmynerstowaids. thefo~ation · , .· · · · · ·. . - .. tdrtoseouttheirfields.ltwmildalso · erating.· Michael married Eva 

. as a~ at-large · ~~mbe{an~ board _ P!-a s_ustainabie,for~stry cooperative· -fadlitat~ ·ili,e implement~tio~ of ·0n··' _· ·Meyer,_ a native of Postville, in 1993 
president. ~taff m the. office m~lude for northeastern Iowa. Such a coop- . Hmd.conservatioil efforts within the . : followi1_1g college-graduation for 

. myself, Teresa: Steffens. ~s program · erative would ~be -m<>.<Ieled after ex- · watershed. ,_. · < • . • • both. ·· _ . 
managemtmt . assistant,' Jeanne"'· isting· eoops in WisC<?~sin and M~- _ .. -~~ . is orily the grant pro~~al ._ · They have 9n'ee daughte~, Sa-
Kruck~nberg ~office assistant; Lora neso.ta~ . . . -. . _ \ . · . . · . arid it would. have ~o- receive -rund-· _: rah (5),. I)awn (3), ~d ~ah (7 mos.): 
friest as Upper'Iowa Wat~rshed co-· . · · Econ,om~cally!-· they . prov~~e a .. irig, before this cpuld all ··be itnple- < S~ah IS attendmg Kindergarten at · 
ordinator and -Pat Henry -as Geo- - means for (or~st'larrd~~ne!S to or~ · · m'ented. · ... _ t · · _·. · ·-- · · -Valley CEW . . ·we :live and have -a . 

- graphic ' Informatlon Systems ·spe"' . gan~e ~d pursue ~alu~:.ad~~d ~r<?- "'Ih~vebeenworkiitgafpos~ille · faimjust~?tthofGun'd~riri Clayton 
cialist. . ._ · ·._ . . ·_ ' . ceSSJ.!l~ and. marketmg .ofJ~~rr,tim.; _ · ·.Coop ~ince fa_ll· of 1993 as the County. , Water quality and land 

The year 2000 has· been · a time ber: ECol<:>g•cally and_educahonaUy, : ·, agronolirist. . In'1995 I helped b,r!flg -. ·conservation has always J?een impar- , 
of change at the RC&D·· in niany~._ · tltey Providt? a forum for members .·itj Site Specific Techndlogy . ~o the_ tant tO-me and I am 19Qkfug·forward 
way~: ,I j~i.fled the .RC&D fup time -. · to learn more about their-forests, -~e -~ .COop .. J worked extenSively with the· - . to steppirig into _the field of resource 

- in January and became part of a ' assured of_-sustainab~e .management -area farmers to ~how how GPS tech.: I .. conservation work," said 
-. strongorganization.wit}l_a proudhis:- . ~d-harve~_ting'andsh~e~o~ledge , ·Mike Henderso11; . .. nology,could work for them. ' · · Henderson. 

· tory of facilitating positive, sustain- _. ' .. and expenences surrou~~mg all as- · ~~~-IJJI!'::~I!!.IIIJI!~!I\I!IIJJI'I!~~~~~~~~~~~~--!JI~~~~-~~~~--~~IJI~ 
able change iii:o.ur oonimunities and.· .•pe9ts offorests._and their place-~ the . • 
rural landscapes. Lora Fr;ie~t came . landsca~. . · ._ . ~-~. -. ·~ 
on board last fall and has been lead~ ' .Teres'a . has . bee n . w orking ' 
. ing aJ1 .exciting, 9ynarnic and rapidly tirelessly -with: t~uris~ i~preserifa­
_gr<?wingUpper lowa Watershed AI-~ · 'tives from· e~ch cou~ty_· on tw~ _re: · 

. \: .. 

uiT'S THE SIGN OF THE TIMES'; .G:t 20 · Fir$t~ve~ NE_·(B . 
~- Oelwem,.IA · . · RE.Allo·· . 

. . ':. . 

~-~ · Reslci~ntial - Comm~rcia·l - Farms 

. Our' ForMat~ policy o.ot only- :­
provides excellent' protec~ -
-tion for your farm ; it can ;also _ 
. save you mon~yf 

Stop by our office._todQy for a 
competitive· quote on your 
farm insurance. ·.· 

_} . 
·'ButikQfer -

. Insurance. L.L.C. 
Dave Butikofer ; :· 

. 223. Ce~ter St_., Elgin 
319-426-5306· 

/ 

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION, INC.· 

-•. EARTH :MOVING_ -~ - WATE~WAYS, ~ -
· __ -. PO-NDS • ·ROCK HA-ULING -• .BASEMENTS ·· 

· •ALL f YPES 'OFEXciAVATION • . -
. . . ' . 

, . JIM & CAM GRANGER - . 
(all319) 422~3127 422~61_41 422-3598 

Relax. 
It~ Rhecm :M 

Stop-in {oday at F··& F, ·yourlocal 
Rheem dealer, and.check out the 

lates{ models -of gas-furnaces, . . . 

plus air conditio~ers for next 
·summer, and-be prepared! 

~ u~· RUST .. F: & F · HARDWARE 
ORTHV PLUMBING, . HEATING, E.LECTRICAL 

Hardware~Stores­
We're the~ Problem Solvers! 

GIVE US A CALL! FREE ESTIMATES! 
- -·-. Elgin, Iowa -(319) 426-5144 : -· 



·GET YOUR 
DIRECTV .. / 
DISH FOR 

Check Out 
What You've 

Efeen· Missing! 

For 1st Tirrie Di·RECTV c·ustomers! . 
-_· ·- NO. 

GIM_M.ICKS!· 
' . 

~ WAYNE & .D.L'S . 
Radio Shaclc 
· 121. N Vine . .-·west Uniofl • Phene 422-5751 

· business•trxnc•com•waydel 

_GOOD)!?YEAR 
...... ;.;.o.··· 

Your Com~lete Service_ Center 
,Tires: auto, 

lt. truck, farm 
& Commercial 

•Alignment 
•Struts & Shqcks 
•Brakes _ 
•Exhaust & More 
•Trailer H 
•Hitches 

Avalon Tim ~- Cerviee Oenter life. 
10-20th St. SE ·Oelwein,_. lA 283-4040 

~Tired of accepting lo_an rate .for-. 
your grain. producti.on?. · 

~ 
Pattison Bros. has developed a system that enables a producer to 
market com above $2.50 per bushel. Call and ask for names of 
customers who have made these sales. We can . custom fit a 
Personal Marketing Plan that ·will be uniq.l.Je to your operation. 
Please ·call for more information. 

· Fayette 
Clayton 

· 319-425-3361 or 800-632~5952 
319-964,~2651 or 800-562-2824· 

~~=~~~~~~~~===~· 

M~Pattison Bros. 

Caloric • Crosley • Sharp 
Speed Queen . 

PAUL OLSO~, Owner 201 South Main St. 
319-245-1948 Elkader, Iowa 52043 

SWCD Supporter Club 
donations for 2000 · 

We would like to thank the follow­
ing people who generously donated to 
the 2000 Soil & Water Conservation 
District Supporter Club. Your contri-_ 
butions help support the annual awards 
banquet, soil and water stewardship 
materials for churches and schools, 
scholarship a ..yards for high school se­
niors; teacher workshops, state. and na­
tional dues, update computer software; 
education field day supplies, and part­
time employees. 

Soil and Water Supporter . 

- Ralph Adams, Shirley Bagenstos, 
Mary Batterson, Killian Bodensteiner, 
Clayton Bonjour, . Inez Brown, Roger 

-Candee, Martha Chapman, Curt 
Chensyold, Robert ·DietZ, Patrick DuffY, 
Robert Finch, Dorothy Fisher, Sheldon 
Fox, Vincent Gaskill, Ralph. Gilmer, 
Bernadine .-Granneman, Galen Griffin, 
W. A. Grundmeyer, Theodore Hageman, 
Gladys He:Q.ry, James Ingels, Norman 
Jones, Alfr~d Kamoss, Lois Kelly, Arlin 
Knief, Eldon Knipper, James Lein, 
Herman Lenz, Berniece Lincoln, 
Howard Meaney, Dorothy Medberry, 
Mf!RM In~., Marilyn Mihall, Miller 
Family Farm, Ralph Moellers, 'Robert 
Musser, W. Harry Naffziger, Merrill 
Nerem, Robert Numedahl, Don. Oelrich, 
Eya Palmer, Harold Popenhagen, Doug . 
Poppen, James Rasmussen, Leroy 
Ri.chards Sr.~ La Verne Ries ;- Ruth 
Rummel, Robert G. Scott, Robert Scott, 
Marilyn Seedorff, Duane Stickfort, 
Philip Stohr, Robert Stone, Richard 
Stubenrauch, Nick Teig, Sid Tope, Don 
Treloar, Varykino Inc., Berniece Walsh, 
Robe_rta ·Warner, Vera Winter, George 
Woodard Jt., Stephen Zup~e 

Soil and Water Saver 

Tom Reinert, Helen Roberts, 
.E. Robinson, Lloyd- Robinson, James 
Rochford, Dean.Rueber, Jon Saboe, 
Alfred Schlatter, Heiiry Schmitt,­
Lewayn Schnider, Paul · 
Schuchmann, Ron· Seedorff, -Marvin 
Seegers, Allan Sloan, Sloan Insurance 
Agency, Patricia Smith, ·· 
Kefl!leth Springer, lola Stannard, 
Cyril Steinlage, Steve Story, Robert 
Swenson, Eleanor Swent, _ .. 
Jane Thompson, Donald Vagts, 
Keith Valesh · . · 

Davey VanDeBerg, Thomas Weston, 
Ruth Whiteford, Mike Woltzen, J. R. 
Wynthein, Stanley Yeaous · 

Soil and Water Steward 

Alan Albrecht, Jon Andersen; Frank 
Baldwin, Donna Barry, Charles 
Baumle, Edna Beermann, Roger 
Beermann, Ron Beermann, Eddie 
Begalske, . William Bennett, Wayne 
Bergrpa:n·, Robert Bertch,- LuAnn 
Berthel: Boess Family Farm, Paul 
Boess, C. M. Bowling Farms, Boyer 
Tree Farm, Donald Buhr, Elmer Buhr, 
Don Bunn, Gary Burger, Burrack 
Farms, Bob Campbell, Gerald Cook, 
James Cook; Ronald Corbin, Bruce 
Crandall, Steve Cride(Sidney Crowe, 
James Cue, John Cunningharp, Ken­
neth Diemer, D & J Pumping, Dave 
Drilling, Dummermuth Farms Inc., 
Richard Egan, Doug Egeland Tiling, 
Dan Fagle, Fauser Oil Co. Inc., First 
National Bank, Lizabeth Ford, Dan 
Forsyth, Raymond Forsyth Farms, 
Garlain FarmAcct,Ardith Graf, K Ted 
Green, Leona Gregory, Giadys Grimes, 
Gross Low Falms Inc., George Hack­
man, Tom Hamlett, Hawkeye Conser­
vation Club, Tom . Hayes, Bert 
Henderson, Suzanne Helin, Heraty 
Hudson Farm Acct., Larry Hienes, 
Vernon Hoffman, Mike Holtz, Rose-

J. R. Adams, Lavern Alcorn, D'orline · mary Hyman, Chad Ingels, Kyle 
Allbee, Marjorie Allenstein, Mark Jacobsen, Vio!·~t James, Lorraine 
Arthur, M. Lane Ash, David Baier, Dor- Jeckel, Richard Jensen, Phil Kahler, 
othy Bartels, Robert Bassett, Floyd Robert Kalb, Lynn Kelck, John D. 
Baumgartner, Ferne Bennett, Leonard Kelly, Leslie A. Kleppe, Alice 

· Benter, Lorna Bernau, Don Blaker, Koempel, Ron Knudsvig, Dan 
Bostroms Super Value, Ruth Brooks, Kuennen, Keith Lansing, Leslie Lauer, 
Brownell Farms, Tanimy Brownell, __ Lynch Livestock Inc., Robert 
Wayne Brownell, John B~ihler, Tom . Margtoff, Don Martins, Gary Maurer, 
Buresh, BusSe Farm, Veryl Burghardt, Maynard Coop, Maynard Savings 
Emory Christe_nsen, C~tizens S~lVings· ·Bank, Kenneth Meyer, Henry Miller, 

· Bank, Tom Oaassen, Laird Cine, Ronald .jeff_ Moeller, Randy Mohlis, James 
Copp, ·Thomas Davis, Brian Dmit, pon .. · Morf, ~odney· Morse, Myron Nagle, 
Durscher, John Falb, Jeryl Fink, · Mark Nelson, Millard Nelson Jr., Dean 
Veronica Fink, Four Strong Ltd., Paul Niewoehner, Northeast Iowa Realty, 
FoX\\;'ell, Eugene Franzen, Leo Fr~en, Carol Nus, Eugene Nuss, Paul Nuss, 
Edwin Gage, Darlene Qranger, Chuck Will Ogle, David Palas, Volney Palmer 
Gray, Helen . Halstead, Jim Halstead, Est., Harlan Peterson, James Potratz, 
Dale Halverson, Roger Halvorson; Prairie Agri Enterpr:ises, Mike Puff, 
~harles Hanson, Brian Harper, Harold Don Rausch Construction, Rausch 
Heins, Randy Helgerson~ Eugene Henn, . Family Inc., K~rel Rawson, RC & D, 
PaulHoeger,RaymondHoeger,Darwin Carl Recker, Jim Reeder, Robert 
Hofer, Warren Iliff, Marvin Ingels, Reeder, Reliable Insurance Agency, 
Rjtchie Kane,' William Kauten, Eva Florence Robinson, Dan Rosburg, 
Kingsland, Elsie Kittleson, Samuel Daryl Ruff, Willis Ruff, June Sanders, 
Koehler, Ben Kremenak, Raymond James Schmelzer, Luke Schmitt, 
:((ueker, E.B. Kunkle, Brian Lantzky, Harlan Seedorff, Vernon. Shaw, Eu-

. L & H Ranch, Dan Loftus, William gene Sieck, Hans Siemers, 
Lusson, D . . P. _McAllister, John Dick Smith, Noel Smith, Geo~ge 
McFadden, Marian Mcintosh, Edith Steinbronn, · Floyd Stensland, Szabo 
Mann, Dwight Maurer, Marsha Mork, Construction, Gayle Tellin, Randy 
Jim Moss, Janet Mitchell, . , Tope, Warr.en Trotter, Ken/Gerald 
John Muench, Leo M·ulford, Staniey Vagts, Valley Cooperative, Kenneth 
N~y, Ron O'Kones, Owen Ott, · Wagner, Robert Wilbur,Joe Wingert, 
Herman Peterman, Sidney Peterson, I?an Winter Jr., Clarion Winzenburg, 
Oarence Pleggenkuhle, Donald Pliester, Don Woods Trust, Joe Wood, John 
Eldon Polk, Matt Porter, Woods 
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· Ogte· getS·co.uniJ state 'Woodland ·Owner' award 
In the fall of 1984 Will Ogle . 

bought 39 acres of land· on Bighorn 
Road, north of Wadena. . ·. 

Then a resident of Marion, he 
bought the land as a ge~away from 
his job at Rockwell-Collins in Ce­
dar ~apids.-He didn't know much 
about forestry. 

- "I had an interest in an area 
where it was hilly and had timber ... 
not in timber as a product, but as a 
recreational area," said Ogle. ; 

He's certain I y learned a lot. 
Ogle was named the 2000 Fayette 
County SWCD WOOdland Owner of 
the Year. Ogle also went on to earn 
honors as the _Iowa Woodland 
OWner of the Year. 

Ogle put together a Woodland 
~tewardship plan in 1994 with Gary 
Beyer, District Forester from 
Charles City. A wildlife area was 
created across the road from his 
house through t he planting of spe­
dfic trees and keeping selected trees · 
which produce foodstuffs. 

As far as r~creation there, Ogle 
has created a trail running through 
the woods for friends to use for 
mushroom hunting, _deer hunting· 

· and turkey hunting- with permis- J .· ·;,im;:l~t:~wdil~i~f!%:;H1t!!!!Jii~f}\~~~f'E:'::, 
sion. l ~i 

He has improve'd his timber 
stand by culling unwanted trees .and 
pruning and releasing walnut on 33 
acres over the past six years. . 

Ogle also has planted six acres 
. to a mixture of walnut and pines. No 
harvesting has been. _conducted, as 
Ogle has been working to establish 
desirable -regeneration . before any 
harvesting is·done . . 

In recommending Ogle for the 
Iowa Woodland Owner of the Year 
award, Beyer said: 

"Will Ogle has done a nice job 
managing his property, but his com-

"Will is a graduate of the Mas­
ter Woodland Managers Program, 

_past chairman and member of the 

''Will Ogle has do~Je 
a nice job 11Ulnaging his 
property, but his · 
commitment _to -
promoting forestry to 
others is what makes . . 

· him exceptional." 
Gary Beyer, 

district 'forester 

Northeast Iowa Forest Advisory 
Committee, and is a member of the 
Woodland Owner's Association, 
Will . also assists with the forestry 
outdoor classroom for youth every 
year in Fayett{( County. 

"Will is truly an ambassador for 
forestry. The past siX to seven years, 

-Will has attended field days, assisted 
neighbors with forestry projeCts, and 
has served on every forestry-related 
committee and organization. 

_"His dedication to educating 
· youth and adults on proper wood­
land management is unending." 

Ogle has participated. in many 
events in the area. To name a couple, 
he has given a soil science presen­
tation to the third graders at the Dick 
Jensen farm near West Union and 
he's helped Boy Scout troops plant 
trees. Also, Ogle has helped with 
teacher education days. 

Mink Creek runs through _his 
property, providing trout fishing. 
And Ogle's land is adjoined by that 
of Louis Christen, who also is a win­
ner of woo~land management 
awards. 

Ogle ·noted Christen was the 
Tree· Farmer of tl).e Year in 2000 of 
the American Tree Iowa Farm Sys­
tem. It's the frrst time that two such 
major state award winners also hap­
pen to be next-door neighbors 

"I try to do it myself," Ogle said 
. of managing his timber. "It could be 
· a fuU-time joo, but I get the satis­
. faction. of doing it myself. That's part 

of why I enjoy it." 

~itme~t to promoting ~or.estry to Accompanied by his dog, Will Ogle heads ~p a recreational traii ~~ his · 
~thers IS what makes hrm excep- timberlandnorthofWadena.OgleistheFayette SWCDandlowa 
honal. Woodland Owner of the Year. 

C~~~O~E~LWE~- ~- ~IN~~~Q 

~HO~DA. 
. ·Come ride with us -

.lilllt 2008 $ou~h Frederick, Oelwein 

.... . 319-283-2301 . 

• Sidewalks 
• 
• Manure 
• Hog Bldgs,. 
• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Agricultu~al 

• Rock & dirt 
hauling 

• Backhoe & 
finishing 

• Fence rows 
• Dozer work 

~ ... -

·BAKER CONCRETE &-EXCAVATING 
245 Lakeview Dr., Clermont 

423-5000 . 
Member of Iowa Workforce 

The Iowa Woodland Owner of the Yea~ is presented to. Will Ogle. 

Save soil with conservation practices 
Sare your money with lowa_State Bank 

·Open 6 J?ays For Your ~anki~g Convenience 

· , Money Market S~vings APY 

$0 to $24,999 4.75% 4.84%* 
.$:25,000 to $49,999 4.95% . 5.05%* 
$50,000 to $74,999 5J5% 5.26%* 
. * APY effective 2/1/01, subject to change 
*Fees may affect earnings 

LOBBY 
M, T, W, F .. . 8:30a.m. - 3:30p.m. 
Th ............... 8:30 a.m.-6:30p.m . 
Sat. ... ..... ... 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

DRIVE-UP 
M, T, W ....... B:OO a.m. 7 5:00p.m. 
Th ........ .. ... .. B:OO a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Fri. : ... ... ....... B:OO a.m. - 5:30p.m. 
Sat.. .......... B:OO a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

201 South Frederick . • Oelwein • 319·283-3911 
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A graduate of North Fayette 
Higb School in 2000, Travis Soppe 
was awarded the Fayette County 
Scholarship for onservation Districts 
of Iowa. 
· . Soppe is currently attending 
Northeas Iowa Community College 
in Calmar . . He plans to attend -

time trying to start out fanning." the rest of my life'." . NICC for two years, then transfer · 
to Iowa State University.:in Ames. 

His goal is to get a .bachelor of 
Th~ son of -Ernie and Sheila 

Soppe of West Union, Trayis has · 
worked on the family farm ...:. Soppe 
Farms- for a number of years. He ~s 
worked with dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
and assisted with planting and har­
vesting crops such as com, soybeans 

He also noted the family faim E. • · • •ty · , · 
uses soil and water conservation in . quip-pr10r1 are~ ·_ 

· . arts degree in ag business at Iowa 
State. He said farming has influ­
enced him to stay in the agricultural 
field of study and also job market. 

its o~~r~~':h Fayette High School, .. receives· $180~000 ,:_. 
he participated in FFA and held the The four northeast Iowa cou.n­
offices. of secretary and president. · _ties of Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette; 

Soppe said he would like . to 
work at a local ag-related business 
"because farming is gettii;J.g very 
tough. With these bad times we are· 
going through, I would bave_ a. hard 

· Soppe .also was in German Club and and Wmn~shiek have been approyed 
basketball. Soppe. regularly helped · to receive·$180,000 in funds to ·cost 
with ~rnmunity Dairy Days and its ·share forestry practices. · 

and hay. · . 
· Soppe wrote -in his scholarship . 

application, "This has influenced me 
very much, because living and . 
working on a family farm has in­
spired me to stay in agriculture for 

parade for seven years. The Environmental Quality· •In-
Hobbies and areas.' of special centive Program (EQIP) is a fed~r-

interest iqclude farming, hunting, ally funded cost share program,, to 
auto mechanics, four-wheeling (!nd · protect natural resources. The fo~r 
snowmobiling. · · - . Northeast Iowa counties have an 

approved EQIP priority area to. p~b­
vide cost share to do forest manage.:. 

. Do Something 
By Rod Marlntt 

I pondered at great length upon 
the context of this article. theFay­
·ette CountY Conservation Board is 
involved with many diversified 
projects. These include recreation, · 
environmental education, wildlife 

tative regarding an issue you feel 
strongly about? How much effort 
would it really take to attend a wild­
life fundraiser? There are many 
wildlife related mganizations that are 
working hard to enhance the envi­
ronment we live in. 

habitat, recycling and solid waste, I would encourage all of us to 
groundwater projects, etc.. · do wha~ w~ can with what little time 

. These are things the public not · we have in this fast paced world. I 
·only ·wants, but demands. In my · have a faded document on my wall. 
years of work, · I have come to the. un- This tattered piece of paper is ·a 
deniable ·conclusion. · This conclu- pledge to remind me of why I :m .· 
sion is tqat m~y people doing small doing this. It goes like this: I GIVE 
things can far outweigh the accom- MY PLEDGEASAN AMERICAN, 
plishmen~s of a few doing big things. . 1'0 SAVE AND FAITHFULLY TO 
This is not to encourage those few DEFEND FROM· WASTE. THE 
to do less. Indeed we need these citi- NATURAL RESOURCES OF MY 
zeps as leaders in our quest to pre- COUNTRY -ITSAIR,. SOIL,AND 
serve and· enhance our environment MINERAlS-·ITS FORESTS, WA-
. and quality of life. TERS~ AND WILDLIFE. 

. I believe that we can all DO Rememb~r,- "We did not. inherit 
SOMETHING to enhance the con- this land from 9ur parents, we are 
servation e:ff~rt on this home we call · merely borrowilig it from. our chil-
earth. dren." 

ment practices !)uch as: tree pliuit:-
. ing, timbe( stand improvement, and · 
livestock exclusion. The priority 

. entitled, "Northeast Iowa Private 
Forestlands" is in the fourth yea( of 
'funding. This year's allocation is 
$180,000. . 

The priority area was approved 
based on the interest 'of landowners 

· to install forestry managementpra~­
tices, .the unique resources in North­
east and the proximity of the forest­
lands to the unique resources . 

The EQIP has given lando~n- .. 
ers a tool to manage the forestlands 
and requce the pressure to convert 
or utilize forestlands for short eco'­
nomic gains such as clearing ·for 

. cropland or grazing livestock. Land­
owners are approved for COSt "Share 
based on a set of environmental fac­
tors . that a_re designed to direct the 

· c.ost share. funds to protect the most 
· environmentally sensitive areas with 

the mo~t cost effective forestry man-
ag~inent practice.- · · 

NEW JOHN DEERE · How much time would it really I leave we· with this thought: 

. For more infonnation contact . 
. your local USDA Ser¥ice Center ot 

the Iowa DNR District Forester that 

· ROTARY CUTIERS 

TWICE AS SlHONG 
... Doubie-decker ~~is 

twioo as strong. as cutters 
witll a single deck._ 

... The tOp deck is domed. ­
Wa~r and grass roll off, 

. preventing water 
buildup and rust. 

... The clean bottom deck 
promotes better airflow for 
better cutting/~tribution . 

... Available in 5- to 14-foot 
cutting widths,. for mid­
and heavy-duty 
·appliCations. 

·ta!c~ to make· a call to your represen- .DO SOMETHING serves your (;9Unty. 

· · VVhat will be the legacy you leave for yQur children? .;" 
co_nservati~n s~ves soil, and -in s~ doing, s·aves the future·/ 
of farmhig. What bet!er gift to give tQ. yQur children. : ·· · 

First Nation·al B~nk -salutes the conserva~ion efforts 
of area farmers, who keep.agric_ulture thriving in Iowa . 

n ·rst National· Ba.nk 
1 _ .............. 3_ Convenient Locations "\ 

\\'esl Uniou · St. Lucas· i 
Maii1 Dank . Drive~in Bank . St. Lucas I 
115 N. Vine Highway ~ 8 V>(: .Branch Office 
422-3883 422-3883 - ------ !.!~.:~~~! ... ../. 

Member F.DJ.C. Each Depositor Insured to $100,(Hl0.00 •. 
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Iowa still a natioDif'Jead~r~ ill ·· nO~tm ·ana Coitsemttion tillage 
Results from a field smvey con- 4.9 milli_on acres, .followed by Ohio 

ducted in 2000 show that Iowa still with 3.4 million acres, and Ne.bra8ka 
leads the nation iii tlte use of no-till with 3.4 million acres . . 
and conservation tillage. . Uot pockets in-the State 

According to results of the 2000 . In Iqwa, eight counties reported 

*Filter strips anc~ riparian buff­
. ers must be next to and paralJel to 
.·perennial or se~nal streams, ponds, 
lakes ana certa,in ~efu:ied wetl~n~s. · 

Crop Residue Management Survey more than· 100,000 acres of no-till ButTer Conservation Practices and 
released earlier this winter by the com· and soybeans each. Together CP numbers 
Conservation Technology Infortna- these eight counties, the majority of Conser-vation buffers are strips 
tion Center (CTIC), Iowans- used . which are located iil the southwest or areas of land in permanent veg­
conservation tillage on 1~.9 million comer of the·state, .totaled 1.1 mil- etation that help lan_downers reduce 
acres this year, more than 60 percent lion acres, or 21 percent of the state's pollution and achieve other ~bjec­
of the total croppeCt acreage in the total no-till acreage ( 5.1 million tives. Here's a list and description 

~, state. This is an increase of more. acres). Pottawattamie led the state . of some of the main practices ap­
than 2 million acres from 199. No- with 216,520 acres, followed by provedfqrthecontinuousCRPsign­
till use went up as well. Farmers Cass, 143,062 acres; Marshall, · ~p: 

· reported no-till use on 5 million acres 133,730 acres; and Shelby, 123,320 · * Riparian Buffers (CP22)-
in 2000, an increase of 30 percent acres. Other strong no-till produc- Streamside plantings of trees, shrubs 
from the-3.8 million acres recorded tion was found in Jaspet; 116,5:20 and grasses that .can intercept con­
in 1998. acres; Clinton, 113,724 acres; Page, . · tarpinants from both surfacewater 

· "CTICresuJtsshowthatlowans, 106,314. acres; and Audubon, 106, , and groundwat~rbefore they reach 
are in fact, continuing to do their part 056 acres. ~- stream and help restore damaged-
to reduce erosion on farmlands,'~ Fmirteeri Iowa counties reported., . streams: _ 
says Leroy Brown, State Conserva- more than 225,000 acres of oonser- * Filter Strips (CP21).:. Strips 

tained, they have the capacity : . * protect people, crops, livestock, 
*removeup'toSOpercentormore wildlife, buildings, _and roads from 

of nutrients and pesticides. · wind-blown soil and snow. 
*remove up to~ percent or more 

of certain pathogens. 
* slow erosion and remove up to 

80 percent of sedilnent from runoif 
waters. 

tionist _for the USDA Nat1,1ral Re- vation tillage on com·and .soybeans. · ofgrassusedtointerceptortrapfield . . . . . , . .. 
sources Conservation Servic~ · ' each, which-represented more than· sediment, nutrient's, otgani<;s, pesti- .. An unprotectedjield took a beating from ram m the spnn_gof 2000. 
(NRCS) in Iowa NRCS, the U.s~- .· . 25 per~ent (3:5 million acres) of the · cides and other potential polluta11ts 
Depaitment of Agricult_ure:s l~ad to total conservation· cornisoybean before they reach a body of'watet· 
conserv-ation agency, assists CTIC m · tillage acreage in the state (13. 7 mil:- . * Grassed Waterways (CP8A)-
condticting the semi annual til~ag~ lion acres). Manyoftheleadingcon-·. Ships of grass seeded ~areas of 

survey. Information collected from. servationtilhige counties are located · cropl~rtd where water concentrates.· -··''=]!;;;:::i:I:Jil;:::-::=::':r·;.:_:;:o;;:::,::;:[:=:.~:\::·'i:,;: 
each county in the United States is ·in north central Iowa. Pottawattaniie.··. ~ :'?r- flq~s off a field. Whil~. they ar~ .. ,, 
used to analyze trends of various till~ led the· state again with 323,691. .. : :primarily_'u~ed to prevent gully e~o­
age systems. acres; followed by - Pocah~ntas~ · :· ~ion,-wate~ays can be com_bin~d 

"ConserVation tillage and no-till . 300,32~<ames; Calhoun, 286·, 706 . · :With f*~t- strips.to trap contaminants 
ha':'e come_a long way in Iowa·in the · ac-res; · K0s.suth, , 275,645 acresi or filed sedinient. · . 
last ten years," says Brown. "It was Frankli.n~ ·- 257~39_7. acres; and * ·shelterbelts/Field Wind­
good to see that the 2000 results fol- Crawford; 256,390 acres. Other breaks (CP16A)- A row or rows.of 
lowed the same upward trend we've counties that rec6l ct.ed :. more than .trees, s_hrubs or other plants used' to 
seen all decade." According to 250;000 acres ea~)ljhClude· Sioux, · reduce wind ero~ion, prptect yQu_ng 
Brown, since 1990, the total num- -Marshall, Boonet) lutler, Buena . crops and control blowing_ s'now. · . 
ber of acres in conservation tillage 'Vista, Web_ster, Ce_f!_ar and O'·B1;im. _· Shelterbelts als.o provide excellent :· · ' ·. : .' · , : .' . 
has almost doubled and rio-till acre- · Continuous dR.P sign-up 22+ proJection from the elements for · . · ' · · ~ . · . .. . · · 
age h::.ts increased by ~00 percent. offers upfront bonus payments, wildlife, livestoc)(, .heuses _and f~.rm After the water ~ecedes top so# lS deposite.d at the hott_om of the fie_ld 

Conservation tillage is the prac..: higher incentives for installation, buildings. fie!d windbreaks'f a-re . a~d in near by ditches and streams. ' · 
tice of l~aving stalks and other resi- wider strips, and increased mainte- similar to snelterbelts~ but are located · · 

~es~m~wm~~~cr~oo m~rn~ooso~~~~~~ ~~~pffied~~~or~~~~=~;~============~=====~~ 
the surface of the soil after harvest gram available since April, 2000) field itself. 
toprotectthesoilfromrainandwind * Conto.ur Grass Strips 
until the next year's crop can pro- Signing Incentive Paymen_t of$100. (CPISA)-Narrow bans of perennial 
teet it. Conservation tillage leaves to $150 per acre (most practices) . . vegetation established_ across the 
30 percent or more residue on the * ~eceive $~0/acre per full year slope of a crop field and alternated 
ground after planti_ng, and is the for field windbreak~ (CP5A), water- down .the slope with wider strips of 
umbrella term often used to describe -· ways (CP8A), shelt_erb~lts (CP16A), crops. Properly designed·and·main: 
no:-till, mulch till and ridge till sys- livi~g snow fence ' (CP17A), filter tainedcontourgrassstripscanr¢uce 
terns. · strip, (CP21), and 'riparian buffer soil erosion, ~inimize transport of 

National Perspective (CP22). sediment and other waterborne con-
Iowa leads .the nation in mulch *Contract length is 10-15 years. taminants ~nd provide wildlife habi-

. till acreage, wit~ 8. 7 million acres. Practice Incentive ·Payment equal tat. Field borders may·_ be inclined 
Minnesota follows as a far second to 40%· of installation cost with contour grass strips if needed 

-with 4.9 million acres, followed by · *One-time incentive appli~s to as an integral component of a ·con-
Illinois, 4.3 million acres, Montana, , the total eligible cost of practice in-· tour buffer strip system. 
3.6 million acres, and ~ebraska, 3.3 · stallation. Benefits of Buffers . 
million acres. *Applies to all continuous sign- Conservation buffers are installed 

Iowa ranks second in the nation up practices. ~ong streams or-in uplands-~within 
·in no-till with 5.1.million acres. Illi- · 20% ·wider maximum on filter crop fields, at field edgys, or outside a 
nois leads the country with 6.9 mil- · d · field. Properly inst~led and main­stnps an npar_ian buffers 
lion acres. Indiana ranks third with 

CUSHION 
PluiJlbing,Heat.ing _& El~ctric 

Maynard (319) 637-2496 ' / 

. Rich fertile soil, clean air, and abundant clear water .. ,::: : , 

Sarah D. Lopez 
Allamakee-Clayton Electric 

Gooperative, Inc. 
aoard..of Dire_Ct()JS 

At Allamakee-crayton Electric Cooperative, the p~wer we distribute is 
ma~e right, with respect for the land, air and water. 

All of us tend to enjoy history from a dist~nce of about 100 years. We 
- want the convenience of modern living provided _by eleGtricity, but must 

leave antique thinking behind. We continue to move toward technology 
that will meet our needs without harm to our environment. 

Our customers can choose to part.icipate in the Evergreen Power 
Program, purchasing electricity produced using the latest in wind genera­
tion technology. We offer our customers a choice with respect for the 
environment and that's my idea Qf respect for the land. 

Allamakee-Ciayton 
/Electric Co-Op, Inc. 
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ~ 

. - -
228 W Greene St. • PO Box 715 • Postville, lA 52162 

319-864-7611 www.acrec.com 1-888-788-1551 
Serving the ch.anging needs of more than 8,500 customers in Allamak~. Clayton, Fayette, 

Win.neshiek, Chickasaw, Bremer, Delaware and Dubuque counties. 
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Stewarts are SWCD's ''OWJier-Oper~tOrs of the Year' 
. - ' ' '· . . ;<;: - - - , ·-: - . . ' . . . . 

H shou_l<;l com.e as no su,rprise in high school,· Michael m· seventh . -th t M d D s . beep test~d to see how much nitro- the CRP filter strip progra~. He be-
a .att an Iana_ te~art o~ grade; Dan. in fourth grade,: and gen 1"s pre· sent_. . li "thfil · Oelwem w e d th SWCD &' eves WI ter stnps and rotational 

~r name e Katie, 4. · . · - · · The Stewarts have· ho· sted at 
Owner-Operators of the Year for ' · / grazing, his loss of soil is very mini-
2000. ·Matt is a fiim believer in soil .least one·.field day per year the past mal. Even with the· heavy rains of 

The family has a strong history eonsetvati~~.-They started rqtational seven years. Those attending include 1999, M~tt said he . has ·seen very 
- in soil and water conservation. . _grazing in 1994. Their goal was to · ·. othe~ fa~ers,_ ~x~ension .p~opie little soil loss ~n the grazed tarrns. 
Diana said, "Matt's gr~dfatherwas . get into a program that was more - .!earmng about grazmg system_s, and As a .family, the Stewarts ~re­
big on soil conserVation-- real big."· prdfitable and better for the soil. Of government agency ~mployees: . - very .actiye in ~he Iowa flolstein 

His grandfather, Alfred Stewart their 345 tillable acres 260 acres are . Ute con~m abou~ _saving soU Association .. They-will be helping 
~eryed as state president of th~ . in rotational grazing ' ' also reaches ~o the sinall amount of -with Junior Holstein activ~ties when 
SWCD Commissioners in the "The decision was· to try to de.:. ~ound that IS row cropped by the Iowa hosts the H?lstein nation·al 
1960s. So the ethic of soil and wa- · termine and demonstr~te th~t-grass~ ... · Stewarts. Matt enrolled·tne land -in ·. 
ter conservation .ha~ been th~re from ·' based farming was as profitabl~ or 
th~" start. · . · · more profitable than row crop 'farm-

Matt and Diana farm 380 acres · ing," Matt said. · .. 
in southeJf}Fayette County, just east The prograni has met with sue-
of Oelwein. They started farming in cess. Matt aiso uses areas-of his farm. 
a partnership with Matt's ·father in . for test plots for ilie Practical Farm-
1978. In 1995, the. partnership was· ers o{Iowa, kflown as PFI. 
diss9lved and purchased by the , "We;ve done trials on pastUre 
eouple. · · . establislun~nt, warin season grasses, _. . 

- The Stewarts milk·110 Holstein water quality, supplemental feeding · · 
and Jersey dairy cows, and feed i2. of dairy q~ttle on pasture, groWth · 
beef cows, 15 s~eers and 130 Hoi- ratesofHolsteinheifersinrotationai· 
stem heifer_ calves. . . . . · grazing, and experimental grasses," _ 

Theirfainily..-helpsalotwith the - Matt said. . --. 
·tarmwork. The Stewarts· have five He des~ribed .. .o~e example. of '· . 
children: Jared; a sophomore at Iowa one trial. for i>FI:· when the com ·is 
State UniversitY; Lindsey, a jUI)ior - growing in June, leaf samples have 

- . . . . I 

convenlion June 27-30 in Cedar 
Rapids . . - · · _ 

Diana and Matt have received 
other awards, including .the Iowa 
Holstein Association's Outstanding 

' You~g Breeders Award in 1994, and 
the Iowa Forage & Grassland Out- · 
_standing Producer .Award. They also 
serve on the Iowa For~ge & Grass­
land Council. 

Holdingafi~ld_dajo'!_ ,thefar:zilyfa~ ·!'ear_Delwein,~attSt~arl, right, 

Mati, and Duma St~warl tire_ seen at the computer th~y use. on ~!zeir farm 
near·Oelwein. They were the Fayette c_ounty SWCD Owner-Operator of 

demonstrates/an (l.Spect of grasses and roiati01ial ~raz!.ng:. . _. · ·. 
!he Year award winners f or 2000. · 

ConuratulationSto Matt & Diane SteWart 
tor heir so ·1 conServation enorts . 

~ ~ . \ 

. -

·. AUNION ·PLANTERS BANK . 
G) 

- HUL­
LENDE~ · 

Oelwein 319-283-3361 • Arlington 319-633-3855 •. A\lrora~319-634-33lJ · 
· - · , · · w\vw.unionplanters.com . · . . · 

· Dixo~ ZTR® R~sir;Jenti~I _Hyd &-Drive 
;zero Turning Radiu~ Mower 

_- The Only.·True.ZTR® 
is a' Blu·e ZTR®:.. ' 

• Zero Turning Radius for. easy 
handling & maneuv.erability 

• Cut widths from 36"-50" 

. · -Users report cutti ng their 
.. ·mowing time In half 

· ~fun to run, too! _ 

Some Used 
Machines ___ 
.on·Han.d! 

_. ,®Dixon and.ZTR are registered trad~marks ~f Di?<-on. lndustries, In~. 

f'~pe':S Appl_iance % 
· Hawkeye,--loWa (319) 42.7-3246 ·~ 

' . ~ 
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Wa~ Fallrie MGeJame .· 
GvailaiiJe for use fil2ooi 

In October of 2000, the F~yette power. tractor with .hydraulics, and .a 
SWCD purchased. a fabric laying person-fo operate the tractot -Please 
machine which is available to rent. contact William , Bennett ·at 
It is 4sed to help establish waterways. (319)426-5232 or th~ office at 
The machine installs a 36-inch fab- (319)422-38(>8 Ext. 3 to get your 
ric vertically--across the center one name on the-list for the use of this 
half of -the \Yaterway . . One to two 'conservation tooL 
feet of the fabric is guried. with the Uist fall -t~e Fayette SWCD . 
batance-above the ground. This. is- a demonstrated the fabric machine at 
very effective way of protecting the the _ M?qu?keta River_ Headwater 
new waterway until the seeding is : Council. Fteld Day~ . S~veral land­
well established. - _ owners mstall_ed fabqc m 2000. The 

The SWCD furnishes the rna- SWCD believes that pr~vid.ing this . 
chine, fabric, and one person while machin: is anot,h~r way to .assist ' 
the customer fumishes .a 100 horse- people m .protectmg our_ sod and 

._ water resour.ces. : 

It. 

-If fou're Fishing for Your N_e~t ~epair,-
~ - . - . . " . 

. · . then Stop in at: 

Sumner · 
·1111p1ement 

u We ·at Sumrier Implement are dedicated to ALL-makes 
_ equipment repair. We have _12 qualified technicians, and 

· extend~d· store hours for your conv~nience. 

W~ ... can repair: · ALL John Deere E'quipment 
Case-IH Tractor-Combines 
Dl!etz Tractors 

Store Hours: 
7:30-9:00 

Knize Planters &Ag Equipment Mon.~Fri. 
White Planters . ' ~ 7:30-5:00 

- Vermeer Balers Saturday 
Belarus T~acto_rs & M~ny ' More! _...__..,..-~---=-----__. 

We also specia~ize fn all Air Conditioning. ~ystem Repairs 
, ·· · · & R-134a Retro K~ts are· av:ailable. . : 

We also offer high quality parts at bottom line prices 
·for all m~kes equipment 

S~_mner ··,Implement 
·1414 W 1_st, Sumner • 578-5115-9r .1-800:435-7541 -

/ . 
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:A·.visiOJa for: Iowa's private IGnds 
Page 17 ~ 

Guest commentary by Leroy Brown; Srore· Conservationist USDA ·NaturalRes~u_rces :conserv(ltion Service 

A little more 'than 30 years ago~ or trees while the-y produce record 
~futurist predic_ted a number of the . crops 'ol). the bes_t ofthe land._ Iowa's 
technological advances wel)ow have conservatio_n farmers will also con­
in 2001. Burl don't ren]ember mimy tinue the trend to Festore, rather tha~ 
predictions of fencerow-to fencerow drain, wetlands. 
farming in the 70;s to be followed · The bald eagie, river ott~r, bl~~ 
by extrem·e agricuftunil hardship in bird; wild turkey, pereg-rine f~lcon, 
the 80 '~ to be followed·'by 'some .of Gia~t Cana~a ·goose, ·trumpeter ." -
our cmintry's'strongest conserv-ation · swan, rainbow trout and · other spe- · ' 
efforts in the 90's. 1 cies will coi1tinue their dramatic 

So, while we now have comput- corri~b':lcks in the next 10 years. 
ers that talk, we~ also have cleaner . That',sbecause they will be aided by 
water. On Iowa's farmlands, there's conservation ~genci.es and mganiza- · 
more food and shelter for nature 's tions as well as the thousands ofland-

. creatures. Better pasturelands, high- owne~s who will_provfde the-food, · 
yielding croplands, renewed forest- shelter, and ofher ~abitat they need. 
lands, and restored wetlands,- that's _,_An increased -availability' of a_-mix .· · . . 
~e direction oflowa.agriculture. It's of education efforts, public and pri- . .. . . . ·· Leroy Brown,· : :· _ .. 
a direction, the people of Iowa -want_ vate incentives; ·and tec~noJog~al educatron programs are begun ig 
- a future ~ith a strong agric.ulture improvem,ent~ w~ll~help Iowa con- Iowa that touch every student, as part 
that produces food ana fiber in a tinue its status as'a national leader in · of the State's focus .on. bette[ edlJ:Ca-
healthy envU:onment. ~ resoJ.Jrc~ cons~rvation 'on-. private- tion for our childr~n. 

If you think about it, it is the .di- lands. - As the nation'sJead technical 
recti on ·our society must go to sus- .· . Research, ed~cation, and. new. agency on natural resour~e care. o{ · · 

.. \ .. 

lowa.,··- ,.. .. --_ flf· sk· 
ehosen ·'P.ilot 

tain ourselve·s. Our working land~ . technology can turn. our current private lands for more than 60 years, 
the privately owned land _that pro- . problems with-livestock manure into the Natural Resources Conservation , 
duces most of ourf'tod and fibe~; is a _,viable part of a~ economically, ServiGe (NRCSflook~ forward to A new Co~serv~tion. Reserve rent widt~ _ limit (f50 feet) on either 
also the same landtpat provides habi- _ environment~ .sound system of h,.elping Iowans take more steps for- -. Pro~aqt (CRP) pra~ttce ~ill soon be ~ide·, whfchever is_ gt:_eater . . Total 
tat f~r our fish and - wildlife~ filters , farming in the near future. Livestock · ward. avatlab~~ - ·Iowa w~s cpo~en ~s-~?e , acre~ge ·of w_etl-and and -adjacent 
our water and helps purifY o~r air · ~am.ire, I<:n1g seen as ~im~l waste, : Wit~ an office in-.eyery. county 9f the SIX stat~s for the pdot' mtha- buffers per tract will be '40 acres: . 

Seventy percen~ of the,Ameri-:. will be recognized an·d treated as a in ·Iowa, our· mission _is t<;:> give on.:. tiveJo~ wetlands~ .l.ci'ndownets will · Cropped· wetlands must have 
can landscape is in private ha'nds. · valuable · resource. It will be · used site help to JallJ?-ers and other l~md- _ be able. to enroll smal~. W€_tland a~_eas ., been cropped -in· at least _3 of the past 
That figure jumps to more thari 90 only in the amount ano 

9
t.}he time owriers tnro~gh conservat'ion di's- and a.d,t.acent buffers m the_ C<?nhttli-: ' 10 years in·-ordyr to be. eligible for 

percent in Iowa. We are inqeasingly crops can best us_e it; ·managed with . trict·~. We ·will continue to work .ous stgnup of C~P. The USDA has , the 'progr~m. Contracts will likely 
becoming an ·urban .society, even jn commerci?l fertilizers, -it wiU pro- closely with the Io:wa J?epartment of set acreage cap~-a ~naximurp. · of · be 10-15 years in length. Rental rates 
Iowa, qut our natur~l resource base· d~ce higher cro£1_ields than any in ·Agriculture an9 ~nd Stewardship 's . 500,000 acres that ·can -'.be ·e.ntered will lik~ly be the CRP continuous 
and our ·environment-is critically this century.. .· Division ·of $oil Conservation .and :. into the·prog_ram within the six states signup r.ates plu's incyntive payments 
linked to the health of our private; Iow<i-farm~rs and the conseiva- the rri~ny other conser\ratipn and in the pilot region, and a ma~imum oonsistent with those avaihible for 
rural}and.: Every time webuy a1oaf . tion commu~ty ~re. already national farm agenCies and groups dedicate~ · · of 150,000 acres:in each state. riparian ·buffers and filter strips. 
of bread, take. a d~ of watet; and . leaders in establishing conservation to improving private lands: . , ~ere will_be tough ~mpetition· . Hydrology must be restored to _. 
watch a flock of geese head ~outh, buffers, restoring ·~etlands: .using . . When we looki>ack in 10'years, . for these acres . . We w~nt Fayette the- wetl~nds, as determined techni­
we are r:eminded th_at private 'land is · conseryatiq

11
_ tillage inithods, and . we·will see the-positive cons~IVati(:m · :·Count~ landowners-. to have all ~e- /cally feasible by NRCS, and vegeta­

interwoveil into ·our' daily liyes. ·AI:- overall care of workirig agricultural ·marks Qn the land from ·our com: sources ' needed to make informed .tive cover must be established. Farm 
most_90percenfoftherain· ~ndsnow land. The many partnerships and · bin~d-.efforts: -W~wiliseethousands ~ decisions and to be.ready to enroll ServiceAgencycostshareforresto- ­
that eventually m*es its way to us .. strong conservation etHic· that have . of as::_res ,Q{IlJ~astir~s Yicluding .... £Q_g- ~s - ~o_?n as , the sign up begin·s. We ·ration · activities· is currently ·avail­
for our use as wate.r f~s,first on_pri- _ propelled Iowa into . nation~lleader- ,· tour stripcropping, terracing, coris.er- - ~ want to~ assure that every. Fayette able. 
vate l~nd: and a?ou.t thr~e-.fourths of . ship in resou~ce c~fnservatiort will vatic:m bu_ffers, conser-Vation tillage·, · County landowner that is interested· .Incidental (after-harvest) graz­
our wild~ife hab1tat_ \S ~~ pnvat~ land. gain 11_1or~· support- as p'ublic and pri- ·· wetl~ds restoration, _and grass · ~nd . . in an~ i_s eligi~le for the program, has ing will be allowed as part of glean:. 

"" _While the_ movement to·take bet- vate ci>nser\ration efforts continue to tr~e planting. We'll have less ·soil · an opportunity to enroll in the pro- ing adjacent ,cropland. Howevet; 
ter care of na·tur.al r~sdurces n~ver-·· expand. ·water ·quality monitoring erosion_, better water q~~lity, im- gram.-._· ·"· · there will be a payment r~duction for 
seems ~o occur fast en~ugh, the signs and · state cost -sharing programs. for proved wildlife habjtat, a healtnier F!nal program rules will be out .incidental grazing. . 
are evtdent thgt ~ t~end has ~egu~. _use of best . mapagei:neni practices . econQniy; and. an improved quality in . 2001. · Wetland areas may _be 5 ' · · · 
I~.th~ next_ te~ y~ars, . th~-~cs VI- ._ will expand throl)ghout the next 10 'of life for both farmers. and non-- acres or less . . Adjaeent buffers may By Don Carpenter/. 
smn .Is ~hat pnvate )andown.ers will . years, · fa,rmers. And we.;wilfha~e the sa tis-· be up to an additional 15 acres (three ,County Executive Director 
c?n.tmue to make voluntary deci- Finally, the stage will be s~tfor . faction of _knowing ':e did the best · ~ times t~e w.~tland acres) or:the cur-. Fayette County FSA.Office _ 
st?ns to take ~ver be~ter care-of th~ a $'ociety in Iowa that makes sound . _we coul~ t.o take .care ~four part of 
l~nd_. They will cQ_ntmu~ to co~vert decisions about resource protection the w_~rld m the short time we have 
fragile. · unproductive soils to grass . for years to come as ·environmental · on thts earth. 

Custom ·Fa·rm Work · 
Bulldozi_~g ·. t 

Tiling · 
Terracing . 
Scrap~r· Work · 
Farm Ponds 
Waterways 
Lime Spreading 
l~sement' Excavation 
Rock & D~rt Haulin~ · 

-

CALL 3·19·422·543() WEST UNION ' 

••.•• _,.Replenish The Earth And It's Riches wm ·Be Ours II Ill 

PRACTICE . CONSERVATION 
WapSie Valley· Creamery 

In~. -
_- 3o·o _1Oth St • . N.E. 

~-~-~ependenc_e, .I_A ~-- . 334· 7193 
. } 

Don Rausch & Sons 
Construction 
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. · NRCS·~rS ~~ N.E. ByJ!.iCha:rdJensen . : :' . set ·~ex~mpleforthestaiebyusing ' of field borders,- l2,700'ofwater-

l 
. n .... • E'~ ,...A..... • · : · Dt!ring· the early i860's when . the most modern farming methods. ..ways. With the help offish and wild-

IJ. .,Y~:· ~u ... ...UtioJi· _ .· ~aye~t~ Comity w~s just a scattered Fi~e dairy cattle, h?rses, .hogs -a~d ' lif~ funding, 2 shallow water. struc-· 
. . . -•• # · . . . . population of primarily farmerS .and - chi~kenswere fed with gram and nay . · tures have been constructed to attracL 

By lim Ranum . ground wate~lines will he dem~n- shop ~e_ep~rs, . thei~ l~v~liho<?d w?s ·. grown in the fields. and processed by_ geese and other shore birds. Ap-_ 
The Northeast Iowa ·Commu- strated. Qther 'demonstrati9nS will-.. essentially dependent . on. the SOIL . the residents. By 1977 thefarm·grew proximately 50 acres of trees, shiubs, 

nity-Based Dairy Foundation was .include pastUre phmtings, brush con- : These newcomers to our county to 548 acres and: 80 residents, lfow- nativ~ grasses and wildflowers have 
founded to assist citizens of. North-· ~ol, and a streain crossing.: · worke~ very hard, to clear. the -land . ever they were forcea to discontinue been planted. · The sum of all these 
east. Iowa capture dairy 'i~dustry op~ - Mr, Ranum riotes ' 'In a time -and build the farms and shops they . the ,.livestock. and ·crop production practices benefits area. wildlife, soil 
·portunities, and to apply appropriate when it J.s:more· and ~o-re difficult needed. ~ey ?epended upon on and proeessing. thus endmg·an·era and water quality and our very ex-
technol~gies and-production systems for young families-to start up or take an.other dunng times· o~ ~eed. ~rop that befittingly . met the Gounty 's istence. · - -
designed to fit the unique l_andscapes ·over existing dairy f~ums, we need . fall~re~ or t>a~ luck caul? bnng a · need& for some time. · · · The County farm has been serv-
o.ftheregion. AfunctionoftheJoun~ todemonstrateanafternativeriiethod . f~mtly desperate hatdship at any The County still owns land~ .. ing t9e nee<;ls for County residents 
dation is to expand extended and ·for a young person to enter the in- · tune. When a family was "down and Each year it is rented out to the high,. - for 155 years. · Thanks to the Natu-

.. continuing edU:~ti~nal oppoiturut~es ~ dustry. "· . Techniques that will be out": a neighbor wh~ w~-"better oft"' . est bidder. All land is subject to ero: · ral Resource Conservation Service, 
. to QJ.eet the specialized n~ pf dairy demonstrated with _the grazing herd w~uld tak~ the family:~- Oft~n the sion and must be farmed according!~ . County CoQservation Board, Road­
. prod~~rs. and the ~~rv1ce mdust~. ~ill help producers more efficiently ~ ~htldre~; : Ifthere wet:e -any, were Thei'efoJe , our 'local NR CS side Management and the Extension 
The IDI.tiati~e has ~nstructed a drury utilize small areas of land for la:rger · . f~ed ou~ for the labor they could has developed _a~ extensive Service the farm now also serves as 
educati~n an? apphed researcl) eel?-- numbers of cattle.' · Mt. Ranum. ex~ . provide. This plan worke-d w~ll for . · plan to co~trol soil erosion .. includ- wildlife refuge -and rental inc6me for 
ter; whic~ ~ill provi_d~ educatfo!lal . plafns, "We want to · demoilst~ate . ; .. a few years but by 18?8 t~e num_ber ing 30,850'-<?.t C<?ntour buffers, 7,350' the County. 

_.~ opporturuti~s and tr$11{1~. Trammg - ways dairy producers can do this, not of poor people outgr~w this system. 
on . ~temative Pt:odu<;~t~n syst~Iils, .. ·only. to keep ro~t down·, but also to . ~e board of s:upervisors,· 20 . tow;n~ 
envrroim?-ental protection, and-landi' .. reduee ·sediment . aiid nutrient 'toad- ship trustees- one. from each township, 
scap~ . enhancement ar~ ~portant .. . lng of near~y :streams and rivers . . decide<!ifthecountyboughtlandand 
~nc;t10n~ of the foundati~!l· Agraz"': ,, ~Environmental · qualiW Can be· en- ~nstmcte~ a l~rg~ house! barns and ­
mgherd ts pl~ed ~o be m pla~. ~or _ hanced ~ith an-ec6rioinical, produc;- · shed~ and provided machmery, tools 
the 200~-grazmg seaso~. Throu~· tive gra8s based dairy~operation.'' . _ · ~d hv~stock, the poor and deraQged . 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2000 

· the Envrronme~~ Qu~ty_ lricenttve_· · . Northeast Iowa DairY Founda- . . could be housed and operate the farm . . 
(EQIP) educational asststance pro..! tion will start by seeding·50 acres of at profit to the C~u?ty. . _ . 
gr~ the N~tural Resource ~nser- .cropland to improved forages for._ . J\ farm consisting of 2~3 acres : 
vat10n Service ~as p~ere? wt$-the . dairy production and stat! building .was purchased for $2,21 ~·0? and the 
No~east low~ Co~umtr~Based the infra structure for the . grazirig . ·house, bam and ot~~r butldmgs con,. . 
Dati! Fo~nd~tl?n ~o. h_elp demon- her4 this yeat: PastUre walks ·field. structeci at a ~st of $3~826.00. The 
strate_~mg pnn~1ples tq ~tudent~, . days,. ·a.nd the -~cvlums 'Yill · pro·-· : fa~ ·was eqmpped ·':"Ith farm rna-:- . 
pr_o~ucers and _da~ ... support . agr~- vide gra~s-based dajry edu~tion to ~hmery, tool~ a~d l~vestQck. By · 
busmesses. JIm R~n.~m~ ,NRC:S . at lea,st 50' students' per year as weij . 1~78, 25 'residents hv~d ~nd Sus-.. 

. Grassl~nd . Conserv~t~omst, wtll as the general .public: The:partner- . tamed themselves.on the fafm. The . , ... 
serve as: the NRCS batson for · th~ ship helps both parties move forward _ "poo~ farm~' concept gr~w in sc?Pe .. · · 
agreement. ~ Ranum. notes th~t with their goals. It also helps keep an~ stze for many .years allowing the· 
the fun~ pr~vtd~d by. the NR~ will . Northe~t Iowa up to date with ·the res~dents· to· produ.~.e an~ process . 
be used t~ give !fl~erested .parties. an · _latest in grazing ·science as it relates. their own ,crops. . · . , . . 
oppo~~mty to .view conservation to.dairy production.... · Fayette County's ."poor·· farm" 
practices. Fencing alternatives, iin- , · .._ - · · -
prove<;! ijvestock lanes, watering al- c· 

ternatives including a nose-pump, · 1 
· · ..... 

spring development and a_bove ' J · 

l . 

'~ .. 

Cash Flow Report 
7/1/99. Through 6/30/00 

Category Desciiptio-:t 

INFLOWS 

'Deposit' 
Interest Inc 

TOTAL INFLOWS 

OUTFLOWS 

Arcview Software 
Awards Banquet 
Check Order 
Commissioner 
Dues· -
Education 
-Field Day 
Memorial . 
Miscellaneous 
Office· Supplies -
Payroll · 
Postage. 
Sales Tax 
Scholarship . 
Service Charge 

· Soil Stewardship 
Tax:· · 

Federal FICA 
IP'ERS 
State 
State Unemployment 

TOTAL Tax · 
Trees . 
·water Quail~y 
Wildflowers 

TOTAL OUTFLOWS . . . \ . 

; .· ·. 

. 7/1/99~_ 
6/3Q/OO,' ... • • C' 

·HaHan.Anderson · 

· s(935·9·T Why. .. ·I_ ter_ raced.·· 
679.18 

_..;.. __ ......:.-, - · By Harlan Anderson · 

4,591.53 
.880.26 
504.00 . 
135.36 

\ ', 

55,615·.15 My farming operatiqn sta.rted · 

967,87. 
3'47 .00 

16.25 
'3,056.96 
1,300.00 ' 

315:00 
p41.70 
·75.00 . 

·· r24.07 . 
. 9.55.94 

15,456.97 
-1 ,426.6·1 
· ·806.59. 
. 500.00 
.. 10.45 

52'1 .81 

. :feb. 14,) 970 with 2~ dairy· cows and 
later added. 16 sows, farrow to fin­
ish. Twoyear8 later, in 1972, I bought 
235 acres and · increased the dairy 
'herd to 33 cow s, rented more land 
and upgraded the building site with 
a new'silo and m.achine shed. 
_ I was in · partn.ership with my 

brother Elvin, renting 370 ·acres af · 
lapd, since I purchased. another 200 · 
acres . . Now I own. 435 acres and rent 
630 acres ill which t raise 562 acres 

· of corn, 363 acres of beans~ 100 acres 
of hay~- and 40 acres of oats.. . .. 

. Conservation practices I use are; 
contouring; contour buffer strips, 
waterways, t~rracr:s, and mulch till-:- . 

·:.. age. ·. , 
Over· the · past two years, I ter­

rated a farm . that was farmed com · 
' and beans, no seeding down. of any . 

grass. The l~mg gentle slopes were 
eroding bad. I thought of grass wa- . 

6 
· ~ .terways but with w.a~erways· I've ex·- ·. . ,111.15 . 

8,918.69. · ~rienced ditch~ tunning.do)Vn bOth · · 
6,740.00. s1des ofthe grassed waterway. With 
1 ;552.15 · ; _cost-share~ through SWCD, it made . 

· possible for nie to terrace this farm - . 

Practice .. · 

Contour Buffer Strips 
Conservation Applied 
Conservation Planned 

· Conservation T~llag~ · -
Cqrttour Fanrung · -
Cwtoniers Assisted · 

. Forest Stand lmpro'vemen~ . 
Manure Systems Plaimed . 

·Total Assistance Customers 
Grassed W~terways 
Ponds 

·Shallow \fate£. Stiuctur~s ·· 
·· Terraces 

Tree & Shrub Plantings 
· . Upland Habitat Management 

Water&; Sedinlent.Control Ballin 
Wetlands Restored · · · 
Conservation Reserve Program 

General CRP - #20 . . · · 
Continuous CRP - #'21 

- #22 
- #23 

Total CRP Contracts 
Total CR.l> Acres 

. . . . ,.,0 

· Ntiniber 

3 
1,662 

1 
3,422. 

13 
2 
6 ·, 

. 97 
113 
150 
35 

1,348 

49,?44JB to help prev_ent the ditches from 
washing~_ ,·Now there is no· washing 
and no silt down at.the bottom of the 

. 5;870.97 field or in th(i road ditch. . Member 
.. FDIC 

One_ West Ch~des, .. Oelwein, ·IA. 
~- ·:-(319) 2·83~2524 

www~fnboelwein.corn 

.· 

Acres/Feet 

1,733 ac. 
7,604 ac. 
9,358 ac. 
3,399.ac. 

140 ac. 

-6.'_ 277ac. 

52 ac. 

22,315 ft. 
362 ac. 

7,166 ·ac. 

12,ac . . 

4,056 a:c. 
671 ac. 
885 ac. 
235 ac·. 

.. -9 \· 1.:.1 --- L£ND£R 

,? 7 
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BurraeJr honored -with 'Wiildflretdl'< award ··• 
})age 19 

II . 

. "Many, ma~y years ago; 1 used Maynard on High'Yay 150. . CountY Conservation, -~~pervisedthe · 
to work for the Soil Conservation de- . Ill_ the first year of establishmg . p~antin. OJ) his_adviee, the tree~ were· 
partment in West Union," explains the windbrea~~ the Burracks used a planted close tog~ther hecause·"nor: .· 
Jerry Burrack when ·askeg how he granular chemical in a: 2' diameter mally one loses ah9ut half of the trees 
became interested in conservation. · circl~. around each tree. In subsequent the fi rst year," Burrack sc;tid. 

"l was · not ·invblved· so n:nich ye~rs, the w indbreak, was mowed · ·"Weir, if you . reca~l, " sta_ted 
with trees then, but with c_onserva- kl , Biirrack;"l993 was a year of heavy · wee y. ~ · . · 
tion in farming practices such as sfi1p ·- . Burrackmows alop.g the ditches ,· rain· and. we didn't lose ~ hardly· an~,. 
contourip.g. and in places where "there aren'ttoo not ~ven.fi.Y-e p~rcent, so now we w.ill 

"It was then I saw the reafben- ·many trees" 1JSing his Ferguson trac~ . have. t<? go in _and cut some oli!." _ 
efit to preventing soil erosion. With . tor ·with a 72-inch-deck, while· Mary Somewhat amazed, he ·remarked, 
modem farming today and not niany . . niows around the \ylndbreak using "The trer~rare so tighfyou can't even 

. fences anymor_e·, we need to do their John Deere with a 60-inch deck. walk b~tween th~m. " . · ·. 
somethingto protect.ourwildlifeand . ·When t~e get an ·occasional ·Last year, Burrackarid his wife 
to protect our soil," he noted. . . pocket gopher, the animals are .· bought another farm adjacent to their -

· Th~ ·windbreak for which . t!apped. . · . . .. . ,Ian_d an_d hav~ already implemented 
Burrack received the lzaak Walton. . Burrackis an avid collector of new conse-rvation pnlGtices mr it. . 
League · Windlireak award -was · old. tract~~' having eight in alL H~ · First thing last spring, on the _ 
planted in 1979 . . '· . . ' also love~ to fly and shoot aerial pho- three acres alongside Jhe. cre~k, he . 

Using trees purchased from - tos of their land. · _ planted a filter strip of switch· grass. · 
Oelwein Lan~caping; it ~n~i.sts of . , The Burracks also own two apres· .. ' ~It. will help prevent erosion · · 
28 ~rborvitae ·and 24 B_lack H_ill _ . of.:land south of theit: home, which " again,Jf'~ g<J?d for the .~ildlife," .~ID,d . ·. 
spruce. - · · . . . · · are~strictly:-planted,to trees. Btntack : Buriack. . · · ·· 

Burrack's wife, M;ary; ~elPed I explains 913 seedlings were planted ... - -" 
wit~ the planti~g . and during. the · by machine ·On these acres .. in .1993., · · 
sullliUer. mo~ths helps.main~ the . consiStingofvariaus-pineaitdspiuce. 
a~reage th~y l~ve 90 )~~-t e~&.t ~f: '· ~·· At the· time, ~oil S~eege, of Fayett~ 

. .. 

' 
• •• ' r 

Farms • Homes • Acreages • Commercial 
.; .: • ., r ~ ' 

FARMS . . . . .., 

Clermont Township:· 119 Acres 
, _ · Dover Township: 12 0 Acres· . 

. Westfi~ld Township: ) 95 Acres : 
Illyria Township: 2'2 3.89 Acres 
Dbver Township: 1 ~ 8.8 Acres 

. Westfield Township: 32_ Ac~es · 
· Mariofi,Townsh!il"jton Co.i : 40 Acres 
· .. 1\1·1 _I_~I·Ce1_1 · · . 

· 105 -Lincoln Co~rt: ·2 story, 4BR, 2-1/2 bath 
. 312 North Vine Street:-. 1 story; 2 BR, 1 bath 

_ 10.2 North OakStreet: 1 story; 2BR, 1 bath 
· 401 ·~~?rth Pi_ne - ~treet: ~~BR ranch .w/basement garage 

_· . . ·2~ ? · S Walnut Street: ... ) BR, basement garage . 
· 2 14-.,S Walnut Stre~t: · ·3BR, 1-1/2 bath, 1 car garage 

NRCS Fieid Office staff includes front · (LtoR) -Jerry Muff, LaVonne Koch, Lori Kohlmeyer Back-Tom 
· Sperfs/o.ge andA/o.n Crowe~ Abse~t from photo Joe Wingert and Mike Henderson. ·. · ~ · .. 

· Congratulation~ · . 
Jerry {1 ~ar-y 8urrilck 

. . 

f:P-jj . :Phone 427~325'5 • ~awkeye,-lowa ·e-mail: csba~@netins~~e~ · -: __ '\ 

. l·. 

FAYETTE . · . . 

~06 MechankliiimiBiiR,. 1-112 . b~th 

. '900 Switch Street: 1 story, :3 BR, 1 bath . 
~08 .Franklin Street: cute 1 BR,' immediate possession 

HAWKEYE , 
2 2 2 E Main' Street: · 840 sq. ft., 2 -BR, .1 : bath 

. 0 II tldte1~1 I . · 
- 414 Larrabee .St reet;; Beautifuf bric_k home ~_BR 

WADENA 
_: · _. 324 NliiiimilllfRo~d: ·1,346 s . ft., 4BR 

( .. ' :l . I :l I 

' I 

·. : '· 2.534~ Johilson Mill Road: · 3BR, 2 bath : 

ACREAGES 
.. . :21'2{)3_Neon Rd.: - 4 acres,_ 4BR ~honie~ severaloumuildings 

.,. 8186 Fihnore Rood: 1.02 acres, 4B~ 2 futh,_lff)l sq. ft. · . 
·· . . · 401 EBurgerStrirt: l,~-afthouse,Cl.Sacrelot,4BR, 1 bath .· . 
· .. ·.. · 11•14• tMQr+JM -. ~ ,. . 

Peacock Mobile Home-.Park, .Fayette: 404: Wad_en·a Rd., · · 
4- 5.lots on 3.47 acres, city water & sewer. _ . 

.. Hartman ~uilding,140 ·S Main, ~ayette: 2 story ·bri.ck 
Valley Ma~ket, 73 Mill St.: 4,500 sq. ft. 

·Old.T~ Inn Tavern & Bai-: 304 Mill St: 2 ,cro ~·ft. . 

.- . 
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SWCD Hig~ghts "from the year 2000 
Why? .luii 1999 

. . . 

• SWCD rece:i,ved $3,000 for the 
IM Aliocation. 

• SWCD received· $43,663 fot 
the Iowa Financial Incentive .Pro-
gram (IFIP) Allocation. . · · 

. . . 
·• :;.Bennett arid Wingert ·com- ·' 
pleted the audit of all financial . 
records~associated with the District . · 

· Revolving Fund: all records ·we.re . 
accurate 'to date :and a copy .of the . ~ 
audit report was sent to · the Divi-

. sion o~ &oilCopservatlon. 

. Sub-An~a· co-operative 'Agree- . Over $9,0000 w~_s .allocated fo~ ' Annual Awards Banquet was . 
ment wa~ -appro~ed. . . the Emergency Conservation ~ro- held at the Methodist Church in ' 

gr~m (~CP). · . West Unio·n . 
. September 1999 . J· have been ~sked by m~riy of · 

. .. . _ December 1999 • ~· Tra.vis Soppee was s~leded as · my friends anq neighbors why I am 
• The 8th Annual Education '# . the Fayett~· SWCD Scholarship · partieip_ating in all .of the CRP prac-

. Fi~ld Day ~as held for 413 Fayette S~CD met _with State Legis- Award winner. ~ tices on my farni: Well, it is because . 
.Coun.ty Third Grade Students .. · lators to discuss cons.ervat1on I believe in these practices, the help 

· · . needs. · Fayette County had . 8 EQIP Mother Nature improve the environ-
.• - Paul N uss was appointed -·as · ~ : ·Forestry ·applications, 2 EQIP graz-:- ment. 
com~is~ioner to fm a vacancy. . • · -Regional m~eting was held, in ing applications~ and. 4 statewide · We ann 160 ·acres, 120 owned 

·. Dyersville. ·· · concerns ag:-waste ·EQIP 'applica- and 40 rented. · We have owned and 
• · .. ·Ken ·an_:d_ Doris _Wagner. were_ · · tioris ap· proved · · .l.·ved o· n this farm since 1956; It lays 

. SWCD receiv_ed. app'· ro~al · for · · · · 
·named one of.lowa 's Centruy Con-: . one quarter mile wide and one·· mile 
·servation Fartrters at the Iowa Farm the . ..Volga River Watershed Giant. . · Muff ~re~iewed EEO; C:ivil -long. Of these acres, 1~_0 are .con-
Progress Show in Middle Am~na. Rights, Me,rrio·s of Understanding,_ sidered tillable acres by. FSA. · 

· By Bruce·Greutzmacher 

· . ·· .· . · · · · .lanti~ry 200° . . andS:upplemental Menios with the We. have established filter strips 
• The IM Allocatio:Q. Contract · Grazing workshop was .held at : - SWCD.- - . . . . . . . along each side of waterways that we 
and budget and Spending Plan were .- lin~sboro; MN. . - ~ ·Mark Habiger, Area Conserva-: -. . cannot cross, waterways we can crosS 
approved. : tionist, gave the SWCD an upd~te . M_av 2000 and are mowed,- tree . field wind · 

· ·. · · · · · on the NRCS items. · .J-
. •· · .EQIP Forestry and Grassland breaks. We are currently ·establish-

• Sev~nteen applic.atio~·s . in . meetingwa_s held. 1 · f • • · · · · Andy Johnson, RC & D Coor- ing.contourbufferstrips. The8eprac-
Fay~tte County were accepted for , Election of· Offi~ers mee~lng . dlnator, gave a report on their on~ tices consist ofan estimated 54 acres · 
the Flood·Plain Easement Program~ . . ~ . The Aimual Conference was . was held. . . going p~oje~ts~ . in the abov.e CRP praCtices. ' ' ' . 

.. ' ' · held in Des Moines. , · . The-remaining 100 acres are . 
. Soil -and Water . Stewardship:· . • Will Ogle was nominated ~s ·plapted to one half corn and one half 

' · · ·· · • ·.The Anril!al · RC ~ D barbe.q~~ · · ·materials were· ordered for· Fayette Woodland Owner of the. Year. ·S<)ybeans . . We u~ ·-a heavy. ·disk on· 
•· . Eric ' Palas, . Ensign Holto)V II' . . was held in PostVille. . co~mty schools and churches. . cOm staiks in 'the fall,. going .. over it 

Aupst -1999 . · / 

Proje~t Coordinator; reviewed th~ . •.: .. The Upper Maquok~ta' .water . with a .S<>if finishedn the_ spring and 
ongoing activities -jri the • Annual Farm Bureau Banquet · · SWCD · purchas·~d : t.·he· .Quality Commissiorier.Agte<?_menl then plaiit. . We,try to use as little till-
weatershed. . ,·was held in Fayette: S Jon ·Grimes A~CVIEW computer ~oltwar~ . was approved. . . age as possible to get a good seed 

was awarded· the: SWCD Conser- progra~. · . , :·· . . . ·bed, then ·plant, & use chemicals to 
. • SWCD approvep . fu11ding {or · 
· tWo teachers to ·attend the Food, . 

vation Owner/Operator of the Ye~r _ . · . . . · : : . - \ ' . - . "' ·. • .. · Pheasants.For'?yer S.-gpplemen,- · .. · eontrol weeds on th~ growing·crop; 
Award. . . •. ~~~ North~a~t Iowa Forestry ·. tal Agreement was approved. ·, ·. . " I The.beaefits, I feel, from partici- . 

: Advisory C.?mm•ttee donated _5QO . . ~ . . . patiilg ·'in these practices,' is~ lot of 
. tree~ to be planted on the-. Houg . · .~ SWCD purchased- trees to _.be ~ satisfaction in knowing I ani coopeF- · · 

property. planted in the Jen~n inemoriai' gar- ating with ·Mother Nature to pass on . 
. . d' en hbno~ing r ·ast oommi~sioners._ to .the nextgetieration a b_etter envi- . 

. Februcicy ·2000 ronment, maybe better than · I have 

Land and Peopl~ Works~op. 
October 1999 r-. 

Dan schmitt and Don Durscher 
were hired as tempotary. employ.,. · • SWCD re~eive-d ·$1,5000 ion . 
ees to assist with _CRP_check out. supplemental IM1funding. 

Five prqJ~tts . were approved .. 
under the EQIP program. 

· · · .June 2000, · . exp·eJienced. The next generation-· 
.• S\VCDrequested and· received · • NACD' and . CDI dues were needs-to have something tobuild. oit 
$25,947 . .50 in supplemental REAP paid. ~ .· . • -swco·approved funding for and.thenpassalongtpfollowinggen- · 

, Fores!ry/Practices. .. , · · · s~jlolarship suppotf for the 4-H erations. To me this is a win win situ-
. . I • •. ~ · . The contiituotis CRi>· currently . Youth Conference. . ati~n, you areparti'cipatiiig ~nthe es..: ": 

. -~""'·'"'"" has -610. contracts with · a total of · ·· .tablishment of CRP practices,' enjoy 
'}~~~~f. , . . · 4,804 acres enrolled. • .. CRP .meeting for. the .20th: geil-~ · . the ~ benefitS:. of hunting, fishing '"and (' 

-::. ·~ eral sign-up :was held· at Farmers boating in a cleaner environment. and 
Match 2000 " . - Savings Bank. · / · on the flip side the govenm_ent helps .PRECISELY 

WHI. 
YOU 
.EXPECT.· 

\ . 

ALL·NEW 1200·=SERIES. Pt:JINTERS 
Introducing a peffect pair fdt planting , 
precision --'"" the seed singulation of the 
Advanced Seed Meter (ASM) p{us the 

·proven placement of the Early R(ser~- . 
row unit on the new 1200 Series Planters 

-from Case /H. · · 

· simply accurate. A· positive drive trans-_ · 
.. mission with, 120 rates offers complete . · 

control with any crop - from coin· and. . 
coiton io sugarbeets and sunflowers. . · · 
And the simple, low-maintenance design . · 
of the ASM and Early Riser ro·w unit' . 

. MaximuqJ precision for maximum . means iasting reliability ancf_'easy upkeep., 
, yields. -T~is all~new vacuum-type design · .A perfect fit. ·. Match crops_.and acreage 

of the ASM delivers consistent in-row · to these ·1200 Series.modets: 6-row · 
seed spacing a{ld Jinproved population . .trailing (narrow), B-row mounted dglct · 
conttol ... even at higher ground. speeds. . (wide or narrow), or 12-row mounted _. 
Thanks to large-diameter seed discs.: . · stackerbar (W.ide or narrow). , 
and patented singulator spools, you . ' . 
get iiJdividual seed selection fo'i' - _ . 
accurate results row after row. 

CASECREDW 
BringingJ"'lllleandpodua~ ,· ' 

Uptime. All the time~ · 
_. .. . ) 

Want yourplinterready for spring? 
Schedule a ~7_point planter inspection today/ 

PostVille lmp'lement,"Co~ .· 
12344· U~S. Hwy 18' ;~ostvllle ; lA 521~2 ., _ -.-

. 3'19-86.4-·3124 . ~ ·.· 
,i .. ' J. 

© 1998 CASE CORPORATI~~-· • 
Vis1t Case's Web Site at http;/MWw.casecorp.com CASE Ill 
Case IH and Case Cred1t are ·r~g_r g~d trademarks of Case Corporat,on ~ 

' ~ ...... .. ~ 

SWCD ·received $475 in 
.. suplleme~tal.I~ funds. 

Let' us help with your': 
TILING, BACKHOE WQRK & BULLD9ZING 

IBIDRI~I 
WAUCOMA, .lA 

PHONE 319-776-4693 

with ~ the ·cost. of establishment of 
these practiees and·theil pays rent on 

'this land based on the soil type of the . 
fields. Th~ rent the government pays 

... ·is comparible to what you c~uld .ex­
pect ·front any renter based <?n your 
soil type; · I have not heard cif a_gov­

. ernment check that wasn't good . . 
I answer the why with, why not? 

The participation in. the above prac.; 
,· tices·fit my lif~style: · .I love to hu~t, 
-.Jfsh, bOat,,-and ride art'ATY lOQkiitg ~ · 
' Qver the CRP · ~ere~. ~: ~ enjoy. this · 
. friendly habitat watching it grow and 
·establish-itself. ·· · . ; · · ·· · 
- · . :I challenge, why ·not parti_cipate 

. . in as many CRP practiees that might . 
· fit your (aiming Qperiit!on and pass 
· alongto the next generation, our.chil,. 
: dren, grandchildren and ~nyon~ who 
'wants to hunt and fish in a leah envi- . 

~~orime~t; l feel fity -~rsonal benefit · 
is watching the wildlife taking advan­
tage of all this riew habitat · Deet; · 

: pheasant& turkey can be seen on this 
: fami regularly. I also fed I know this 
is the falll .~ going to get that eva­
sive 32 point buck! 
· Why not get in touch with your 

-NRCS and made sure you are aware 
of all the cbnseivation practices of­
fered by the .govern_ment. I eel we . · 
need as many acres in goveinment 

·. CRP. practices to lower acres ~vail­
able to be planted. It is evidenced by 
the"low gram· price~. _All the Hlnd, · 
_after the rent contract with the gov-
. eminent expires~ can be relclaiined · 
. andJanned, probab)y in a bett~rcon­
dition and better fertility than when 
it wafentered intci the CRP.Prograni. 
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Fayette SWCD emltiiiUBS effOrt to ·-
-obtain ,water tpiality Proleet funds_ 

,. , 

Last year theSWCD worked to Recently, the F_ayette .SWCD . ·.Gr;nnis Cr7ek is placed_ on a list 6~ · another large WPF/319 grantappli- ':you can contact the SWCD/NRCS 
obtain water quality' funds through deCided to· switch directions and the top-25 cold~water ·stream'S" in ··cation for primarily Grannis Creek, office in West Union. We w~ll - pro­
various c programs. ; . The Fayette . work towards ·'obtain~g watershed .. nortlleast' Iowa . . In January . of thi~ ' b~t also to obtain water_ quality data vide youwith infomiation on the 
SWCD applied-'and. was (lpproyed , funds for Mink and Graiu1is Creek. .- year we were approve9 for .$10,000 . -for Grannis and Mink Creek. . IOWA'J]3R program. This is an ex- . 
for a s~all grant of$10,000 through . Appa~ent~y~ the mult~-age~cy tech- . for' another Watershed Protectiqn if you are interested in 'water ·ceptional, ififormational, and enjoy-_ . 

. a state admmistered Watershed Pro~ . nical committee places a higher pri- Develop~ertt Grant. , ·We: have se.: . . quality. in Fayette County and would· . able program. , 
. tection Development Grilp.t program . . . ority :on smaller . water8heds· with ·. l~ted an mdivjdu~l - to put- together · like t9 provide voluntary as8istance, . . 
, The obje.ctive of thi~ program is. to high quality t _old-water ·-stn!ams. ·, · · · · 
., assist distJicts with the.aev~lopment i' 

of large watershed grant appliq~tions . - · · 

~~!:~~;~o;~;~ymk!:;~~:::~~ If trees eould Sing-••• 
measures, conservation ·educational - · · · · · · 
progral11s, and provide funds to hire:- If trees. could sing t~ey woul~ be . , . streams are re~ognized-:as an ex.,. . that once a lan9own~r ~tarts dow~ the :source .on 4350 acres of forest land. 
a watershed 90ordinator. . There are . . singing the :praises of the Northeast treinel yvaluable nat~ral resource by ·road oHorestry tpanagement, the for . . A ranking worksheet . is used to di­
tWo main sources of funds for· this Iowa Private F.Qiest Lands.'EQIP pri~ .multiple conservation agencies. The est land will remain permanently pro- recu'he funding to-protect the more 
p~rpose: Io~a Water Protecti on · ority area. The priority area is a 4. ~o~a Dep~rtment of Natural Re- . tected and dfufthe landowners i.mple- environmentally sensitive areas with 
Fun4 and a federal program. entitled county area in ~ortheast Iowa that , .sources· manages manY · of the ment a lot of forestry· management the m9st cost-effeCtive forestry man-
'319, both referred to as WPF/319. · includes·the counties-of Allamakee, · coldwater· sre~ms as. trout·fisheries. practices without ~st share. · · agement practice. · · 

The Fayette SWCD utilized the Clayton, Fayette and Wirin~sh_iek: · The coldwater streams are the main . . In three yews the.l~forth east Iowa ~ The . trees are .singing the best 
grant funds to concentrate on sillall . The priority area was started because · · just~fication for multiple ·state and Private Forest Lands EQIP piiority time to:. start forestry management 

. su6··watersh~ds of the Volga River. · the Jocally led group could not}gnore federally funded .w-ater quality area has received 219 applications w~s 2Q years ago, the next best time 

. Severe erosion and flooding from the . the need and interest in-forestry man- . . projects in the fmircounties... . '-- requestihg $907,571 in cost shar~. is today . . - _· . · 
May 1999 storm ~used the conimis- agerr-ent in the four c6untry area: The · · A lot of the for~st ·land .located . The amount of cost share requested 
sioners and field office staff t01 take four Nqrtheast Iowa counties include .' within the -four counties is adjacent has been suppressed as· landowners 
action in the tl~~aged ·area. -The over290,000 .acres of forest 'I and o'r with in close· pr-oximity . to the · submit the most competitive appli-
commissiohers· hired Karen Ott a . which representsapproximately-15% · . coldwat~t streams. Economic· pres- cation possibl~ to -receive.cost share 
recent g~aduate .in . conser~ati~·n, of all forest land in the state of Iowa. . sure was· driving .l<mdowners1o look from theEQIP {Jlnds allocated t9-the 
i!om Upper Iowa Uni\,~rsity, tO' de- . · - Landowners_ r~questing funas . at short.,terin economic gains: on the priority area. ' Landowners have re-
velop the grant for the Volga River .from ~-~her cost spare sources ~ad -forest lamfthat included gr(lZing'and quested roughly three· times more· / · 

. sub~ watersheds. Karen spent tnat:tY · created a· backlog of over 150 ~ppli- eonversion tp row ~rop. Graiirig arid CO§t share-than funds allocated. No-tiD JIIJtiVB 
.. 'hours researching th~ area, .develop- . cations requesting cost share in the 4 conversiorito ro~ crop can have dev~ . . . The EQIP funds have cut down · . .-..n. -... -4•.u· 

ing maps, contacting tandu.sers . c~unty are_a. Exist_ingp~ogramswere · astating effects on the coldwater . the·backlogofepstshareapplications tj• .~ • ·• 

within.- the watershed, ·and drafting . able to only fund between _12-15 cost · _streams fr<;~m the increase potential. and EQIP funds managed with other """-· fla __ . .,Je c.a.. liSe 
the grant application. ·. · . share requests per year. This ·existing of sediment delivered to the stream; forestry cost share opportunities have . JV• 

The district made an excellent . backlog represented over .a 1 O.:.year History has show~ if a land- greatly improved a l~dowrier d1ance . :After reeei~ing a n~mber of re-
effort, but was not approved .for the wait for co~t ~shar~ ,assistance. . owner w~ provide~ a for~stry man- . of receiving forestry cost share. The quests from citizens in the coun~ 
grant in this cdmpetitive venture . . It The topography ill _. the priority :agement plan and cost share to imple- current EQIP Contracts approved for · the Fayette SWCD:purchased a-1o.5 
is not uri common for a watershed to · area is. unique in the state of I_owa. ment the fo{estry practices: the natu- _.cost share are being implemented to foot Truax no~ till native grass drill _ 
be subm1tted several times before it . The four counties~ have 35 coldwater ral'.resources wou_ld_, be pro_teeted o_ n.' enhance and protect the forestry re-. · · . The_·.swco. reached an agiee:.: 
. is finally· approved. · str~arris or ttieidribtitaries w'ithin the. :, that property. History has also shown · · >. • •• • .- • ment with the Fayette County Con-
. . . -. · . - cou~ty b_oimdafies. the -coldwater .~· . 1 

. . . . . . servation Board and Pheasants For-

,__. ·Acab 
~ designed for :YPU 

. , . . . . I , . , : . 

The New Holla~Jd 70 Series 1 40+ hp tractor cab is 
designed for the·w~y.you want to w9rki so you feel 
good at the end ofthe day. .. ' . - . . ~' . ': 
. - . . ¥ 
• Sidewinder™ r:novable console puts controls exa~tly 

. where you want them. . . . . . . . ·' 
• ·7_0 Series powershift is ··smooth and simple to .operate . . 
. i. · Das:hboard display provides information at a ~Jiance . 
". and ·goes easy on your eyes. .' . ;--'' . '. . . 
• Two ?oors m;;1_kes for ~asy ~ntry_a~n.~ _~xit. . . :' ~S. 

Stop in for a test_drive.We have ~- comfortabl~ __ , _, 
70 Series ai r-ride s_eat r.eserved for you! 1\EWHOUAf\0 

\ . 

·' ·:., r. 

BAUMLER IMPLEMENJ,--
·1306 Hw.y.~-1- ~0:-S,, -West Unio~ i (3t9.F4'2~·38~s -~ ·. 

--·--~· 

. n~oth i ng-.. gets-the ·. 
------- . JOb done .. 

you"· ca·n, -~ 
. count on. _ 

~ - Torkels.on.'s · . 
. .: , · 

to have ju~t 
-the rig·ht 
veh:icl.e for 

_ youl. '\ _ 

bett-er· 
-than a· 

Torkelso·n­
truck! 

./ 

ever on the ~iation of the drill. To 
get you~ name on the' list, please con­
t8ct the'Fayette County Conservation 
Board at(319)422-5146. They will _ 
be directing the operation. of this drill 

. ·. along with their three-drills. · Pheas­
ants_Forever will provide the opera- · 

· . tor and seed for the SWCD's drill. , 

.. . 

S_ome things · Stand 
··The ·r8St Of Time ... 

Like Far-Mutual· Insurance. 
'FarMutual ·lnsurance· has_beeh 
protecting Midwestern farms a'nd 

. families since 1909. 

We pride ourselves on, our-strong 
histoiy of working together to 
provide our customers with 
q_uality insurance coverage. 

.FARMERS MUTUAL . 
·. IN.SURANC~· ASSN. 

c135>Souti\Maiil; Box.246 
· Fayette,'lowa S214_2 . 
· Phone: (319f 425-4176. 

--~---oo .. --,--,...- ---------
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:Upper Mi141wlretG River water 4f1Gii~ . · 
projeet i$ dOW underwa~ . Farm opeRtioil benefits from no-till be~ 
By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental While "official" field operations 
Specialist, Iowa Department of began in September 2000, ISU Ex- · 
Agriculture arid Land Stewardship tension staff had previously collected 

information about the- Upper : 
The UpiJer Maquoketa River and Maql;Joketa sub-waterShed and· tl1e 

its major· tributaries, Bruce. and whole Maquoketa River basin, 
Fenchel 'Creek, are important natu- · through surveys and persorialvisits 
ral resources for northeast Iowa. In The Upper Maquoketa River Water 
addition to being cold water streams Qmility Project is part of a latgyr c~­
stocked with trmi t by the Iowa DNR, operative effort to protect and im­
the river and creeks also suPI)Iy wa- prove the larger Maquoketa River · 

I ter .to Backbone Lake in Backbone basin, that eventually outlets to the 
State Park, near ·strawberry Point, · Mississippi River in JackSon County, 
Iowa. Every year, thousands of visi-: Iowa. ISU Extension staff will as­
tors come to the area to fish~ swim: sist the water quality project by train­
and recreate, bringing with them ing producers in Nutrient an~ Pesti­
thousands of dollars. cide Management for cropland fields. 

This pas~ Septembet; the Fayette, A major goal for this program would 
Clayton, Delaware and Buchanan be to fine tune !lutrient inputs so that 
SWCD's initiated field operations for yields are. maintained while environ­
the Upper Maquoketa River Water mental concerns are reduced. 

· Quality Project. The Upper Othergoals-fortheprojectwould 
Maquoketa River watershed is just be to reduce se~iment delivery to the 
over 40,000 acres in size with the Upper-Maquoketa River _ by 40%, 
majority of the acres being used for improve manure usage and storage 
crop. and livestock production. The and conduct" field · days and educa­
largest portions of the watershed are tional events to help people un_der- ­
located in Fayette and Clayton coun- stand water quality, crop production, 
ties, followed by Delaware- and resource conservation and related is-

. Buchanan counties: · sues. 
This water .quality project was a . Water quality monitoring data 

long time coming -- planning ·and show that th_e Upper Maquoketa 
grant writing for the ·project started River is laden with excessive nitro­
back in 1998. Funding and support gen (N), ·phosphorus (P) and sedi- · 
for the project comes from several ment. Excessive N, P and sediment 
sources and includes Iowa Depart- in the river· makes it harder for the 
ment of Agriculture and Land Stew- trout to survive and naturally repro.., 
ardship -Division of Soil Conserva- duce. Backbone Lake also shows the 
tion, Iqwa DNR, US Environmental ·· effects of poor water quality l;>y hav­
Protect,ionAgency (section 319 of the ing more frequent algae bfooms, snal- · 
CleariWaterAct),USDA-NRCS and low depth and Lake/beach closings: 
FSA, Iowa State University- Exten- Keeping contaminants out_ of the 
sion, the City of Strawberry Point, water protects farm vall:~<?• protects 
and local fly fishing clubs. · farm l.noonie, improves trotit(and the 

· In addition to the sponsors listed 
abov'e;' 'the project is also supported 
by the locally led Maquoketa River 
Headwaters Council, chaired by Mt: 
Tom Hayes of rural Arlington. This. 
council consists of landowners and 
producers in the·watershed who are­
also concerned about water quality 
in the Upper Maquoketa Rivet: The 
Headwaters Council looks to involve 
all citizens ·in the watershed, so that 
by protecting their farm, the river is 
protected as well. . 

Pr.oteCting ':. 
You·r· Investment· 

Gi~e_ one -· . 
of our ,,·ent~ .. 
. , ti c•ll! · 

-critters they feed on) production; and 
protects the local economy that is 
based on farming and tourism. ·-

Soil saving/water quality prac­
tices offered to landowners in th~ 
watershed· include terraces, grassed 
waterways, sediment basins,- pon.ds, 
streamb~mk stabilization, · timber · 
stand improvement, liveStock ma­
nure structures, corridor fencing; and · 
pasture establishment. To encourage 
construction. of .these. practices, .the 
SWCD.'s are offering 75% cost-share · 
instead of the usual 50% cost-share. 
Cost-share for pasture establishment 
is offered at 60%. 

The Conservation Reserve P.ro-. 
gram · (CRP) is another· soil savi~g 
'tool that protects farm income by 
offering yearly rental rates and 90% 
cost-share. So far, enrollment in the 
CRP has been very good -- rental 
rates have been in the $150 to $180 
per acre per year area and producers 
have heen earning signing bonuses 
for inost practices. ~RR praCtices 
offered are waterways, filterstrips, 
field wind breaks, constructed wet­
lands, ripari~m- filter and a few oth­
ers. 

Water quality is a product of our 
land and management. In the long 
run, it is as important as any other 
commodity we produce. 

:·, 

My Jane, and 1 started 

fewer rocks. to pick up- everyone in­
volved is happy about that! I've also 

. noticed,' after" eight years, that the so it 
tilth is· improved. 1 have been very 
comfortable with the yields we get 

. with this program. I know 1 can't give 
ali the credit for increased yields to · 
no-till, but it certainly has not de­
tracted from high yields in any way. 

· No~till soybear;ts is, in my opin- . 
ion, the ·most beneficial consetvation -
practice th"at we use in our operation, 
but"we also mulch-till for com, and, . 
two years ago, we seeded (ifty-five 
acres of CRP buffer strips along 
streams. We also _have more than five 
miles of permanent waterways, and 
in the last few years have installed · 
130,000 feet of tile. 

The cost of these conservation 
efforts is-substantial, but like any jus­

ownGenerally we plant about half tifiable business expense, I ~ow the 
return of our investment has been, com and half soybeans on our total 

farming in 1969 on a rented crop and 
livestock· operation. . Three years 
later, we purchased the farm where 
we live. Since then, we have con­
tinually increased the si~e of 'our 
faiTn, and today operate a 1,500 acre 
cash grain farm-most of which we 

acres. In 1993, we tried no-till beans and will continue to be good. -
drilled into com stalks for the fir~t Our y.oungest son, Kevin, cur­
time. we· hav.e been no-till drilling rerttly an Ag Bus mess major atlowa 
all of our beans ever since-between , State University, has always exhib-
700 and 800 acres per year: No-till · ited a real interest in farming. This 
beahs have benefited our operation year he is buying into our farming 
in many·ways. Obviously,.soil con:- operation. I can sense his enthusi­
serva:tion is the. largest benefit, but asm about soil conservation, and his 
there are also the ec'onomic benefits optimism about farming., I find that 

f s: t . . th f'eld less refreshing, and so it is with a renewed o tewer nps across e 1 , 

machinery cost, and less labor: An- passion for the future of this hu~iness 
other advantage ·wifh less tillage is that w~ begin another _year! · 

• fl1 

5799 
Twin ea. pc. F~ll set 

$~69". Queen set $899 
$459 

: 
Twin matts 

ReYeille [g 
5388 Full set $439 

Queen set $489 
1\vin set 

·DE.SS.EUS 
FuRNITURE &ArPLIANCE, INC. 

. M-F 7:30-5:3~; 
Th .. to 7:30p.m.; 
. Sat. 8-4 p.m. 

6.11 w Bradford,. We sf Unioi{ · 

319-422-5302 
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Upper MIIIJiwfreta River wt~ter qutdi~ · 
projeet i$ now underwa~ Thmi opeiatioil beile6bi from no-till beaJJS 
By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental While "official" field operations 
Specialist, Iowa Department of began in September 2000, ISU Ex-
Agriculture and Land Stewardship tension staff had .previously collected 

information about the Upper . 
The Upper Maquoket~ River and Maquoketa sub-watershed and· the 

its major· tributaries, Bruce. and whole Maquoketa River basin, 
Fenchel 'Creek, are important natu- · through surveys and persorial visits 
ral resources for northeast Iowa. In The Upper Maquok_eta River Water 
addition to being cold water streams Qmtlity Project is part of a latg~r c~­
stocked with trout by the Iowa DNR, operative effort to protect and im­
the river and creeks also supply wa- prove the larger Maquoketa River · 
ter .to Backbone Lake in Backbone basin, that eventually outiets to the 
State Park, near ·strawberry Point, · Mississippi River in Jackson County, 
Iowa. Every year, thousands of visi-: Iowa. ISU Extension staff will as­
tors come to the area to fish~ swim: sist the water quality project by train­
and recreate, bringing with them ing producers in Nutrient and Pesti­
thousands of dollars. cide Management for cropland fields. 

This past Septembet; the Fayette, A major goal for this program would 
Clayton, Delaware and Buchanan be to fine tune -~utrient inputs so that 
SWCD's initiated field operations for yields are_ maintained while environ­
the Upper Maquoketa River Water mental concerns are reduced. 

· Quality Project. The Upper Other goals-for the project would 
Maquoketa River watershed is just be to reduce se~iment delivery to the 
over 40,000 acres in size with the Upper _Maquoketa River _ by 40%, 
majority of the acres being used for improve manure usage and storage 
crop. and livestock production: The and conduct field · days and educa­
largest portions of the watershed are tional events to help people un_der- ­
located in Fayette and Clayton coun- stand water quality, crop production, 
ties, followed by Delaware- and resource conservation and related is-

- Buchanan counties: - sues. 
This water .qualityproject was a . Water quality monitoring data 

long time-coming-- planning and show that thy Upper Maquoketa 
grant writing for · the ·project started River is laden with excessive nitro­
back in 1998. Funding and support . gen (N), phosphorus (P) and sedi­
for the project comes from several ment. Excessive N, P and sediment 
sources and includes Iowa Depart- in the river' makes it harder for the 
ment of Agriculture and Land Stew- trout to survive and naturally repro--: 
ardship -Division of Soil Conserva- duce. Backbone Lake also shows the 
tion, Iqwa DNR, US Environmental ·effects of poor water quality l;>y hav­
Protec(ionAgency (section 319 of the ing more frequent algae blooms, snal- · 
Cleari..WaterAct), -USDA-NRCS and low depth aQd Lake/beach closings. 
FSA, Iowa State University- Exten- Keeping conta-minants · out_ of the 
sion, the City of Strawberry Point, water protects farm value, protects 
and local fly fishing clubs. . farm meorrie, 'lin proves trout ( imd the 

· In addition to the sponsors listed 
above;' 'the project is also supported 
by the locally led Maq·uoketa River 
Headwaters Council, chaired by Mt: 
Tom Hayes of rural Arlington. This_ 
council consists of landowners and 
producers in the· watershed who are­
also concerned about water quality 
in the Upper Maquoketa Rivet The 
Headwaters Council looks to involve 
all citizens in the watershed, so that 
by protecting their farm, the river is 
protected as well. . 

ProteCting 
You·r-l.nvestme.nt_-

fiive_ one -- . 
of our ,,-;ntl .. 

. - •''' ' . , c.rh ·· 

-critters they feed on) production, and 
protects the. local economy that is 
based on farming and tourism. ·-

Soil saving/water quality prac­
tices offered to landowners in th~ 
watershed· include terraces, grassed 
waterways, sediment basins, pon.ds, 
stream bank stabilization, · timber · 
stand improvement, livestock ma­
nure structures, corridor fencing~ and · 
pasture establishment. To encourage · 
construction. of these. practices, .the 
SWCD.'s are offering 75% cost-share · 
instead of the usual 50% cost-share. 
Cost-share for pasture establishm·ent 
is offered at 60%. 

The Conservation ReserVe Pro-. 
gram · (CRP) is another soil savi~g · 
tool that protects farm income by 
offering yearly rental rates and 90% 
cost-share. So far, enrollment in the 
CRP has been very good -- rental 
rates have been in the $150 to $180 
per acre per year area and producers 
have been earning signing bonuses 
for most practices. CRR praCtices 
offered are waterways, filterstrips, 
field wind breaks, constructed wet­
lands, riparian-filter and a few oth­
ers. 

Water quality is a product of our 
land and management. In the long 
run, it is as important as any other 
commodity we produce. 

My Jane, 

fewer rocks. to pick up- everyone in­
volved. is happy about that! I've also 

. noticed,· after' eight years, that the so it 
tilth is· improved. I have been very 
comfortable with the yields we· get 

. with this ptograin. · I know I can't give 
ali the credit for increased yields to · 
no-till, but · it certainly has not de.:. 
tracted from high yields in any way. 

· No~till soyb'eaQs is, in my opin- . 
ion, the ·most beneficial conseivation ·h 

· practice thatw-e use in ~ur operation, 
but we also mulch-till for corn, and, . 
two years ago, we seeded ~ifty-five 
acres of CRP buffer strips along 
streams. We also have more than five 
miles of permanent waterways, and 
in the last few years have installed · 
130,000 feet of tile. 

The . cost of these conservation 
efforts is· substantial, but like any jus­

ownGen~rally we plant about half tifiable business expense, I know the 
. return of our investment has been, 

farming in 1969 on a rented crop and 
livestock -operation. Three years 
later, w·e purchased the farm where 
we live. Since then, we have con­
tinually increased the si~e of our 
faim, and today operate a 1,500 acre 
cash grain farm-most of which we 

col'I) and half soybeans on our total 
acres. In 1993, we tried no-till beans an.d will continue to be good. -
drilled into com ·stalks for the fir~t Our ~oungest son, Kevin, cur­
time. we· have been no-till drilling rently anAg Business major aflowa 
all of our beans ever since-between , State University, has always exhib-
700 and 800 acres per yeat: No-till · ited a real interest in farming. This 
beans have benefited our operation year he is buying into our farming 
in many-ways. Obviously,.soil con:- operation. I can sense his enthusi­
serva:tion is the. largest benefit, but asm about soil conservation, and his 
there are also the ecbnotnic benefits optimism about farming., I find . that 
of fewer trips across the field, less refreshing, and so it is with a renewed 
machinery cost, and less labot: An- passion for the future of this bu~iness 
other advantage ·with less tillage is that w~ begin another year! :· 

' (11 

5799 
Twin ea. pc. F~ll set 

$~69'- Queen set $899 
$459 Twin matts 

ReYeille ~ 5388 Full set $439 
Queen set $489 

Twin set 

-n·E.SSEUS 
FuRNITURE & MPL~CE, INC. 

. M-F 7:30-5:3~; 
Th .. to 7:30p.m.; 
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Pa~e 24 _ Soll C::onservation~ .•• February, 2_001 -FAYETTE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM -2001 

NAME: ____ ~---------~------------~----~----------------~ 
ADDRESS: ------~--------------------------------~--------~ 
CITY: -----------'-------------~ STATE _________ ZIP _____ _ 

PHONE: --~~-----------------
/ - . 

Trees are hardy, bare root seedlings with healthy root systems from Cascade Forestry Service, Inc. Trees 
_ are ~old only· by the bimdle (25 trees), except for the nut, s~de, evergreen, wildlife shrub. packages, and 

... . . ·~··· r~. w;· ·~am.' C• . individual trees. These three packages 3I)d individual trees are sold as specified as below. There is no 
& ,-..,. U ·-J ..,~er guarantee on stock so.ld at these pnces. . · • . . . . . · 

. . _.. . The sale iS open to anyone. There are no guidelines as to who can purchase the trees and where the trees 
~ · 'I~ .. ~ ., • .;...., ~ •• ,,., are to -be planted. · Cut offdate'{or orders will be April!. 2001. NO orders accepted after this date. 

,gat~:' · ·. • .V~ ...-cr141 . '# / We ·will notifY you in late April when your order can be picked up. Supplies are limited so order early. 

th h :SWCD ·.· roue .. PLEASE NOTE: Check must accompany your order, payable to Fayette SWCD. 

Species 

Am~rican Arborvitae ( 12-18") . 
Black Hills Spruce (6-12") 
Black Walnut (2~3 ') 
Blue Spruce (6-12") ·· 
Nannyberry ( 6-18") 
Lilac Villosa (8-24"). 
Norway Spruce (12.-18") 
Red. Oak (2-j ') .· 
Red Osier ·Dogwood (.8-24") 
Sco~ch Pine ( 6-18") 
Su~-r. Maple (12-18") 

Evetgreen Pkg. Includes: 
5 \Vhlte Pine_ i 2-18"; 5 Blue. 
Sprti~e· · 12-18"; .5 Norway Spruce 12-18" 
Nut/ free Pkg. Includes: 

· 3 N~tthem Pecan 6-12~'; 
3 Stikbark Hickory 4-:12"; 
3 H~elnut 6-18"; 3 Walmit.2-3' ;· · 
3. sh~llbark Hickory 6-12" : 

Price Per 
Bundle-

$35.00 
~ $30.00 

$35.00 
$30.00 
$30.00 
$30.00 
$35.00 
$35.00 
$30.00 
$30.00 
$J5.00 

$45.09 . 

$45.00 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

--
Number. of 
Bundles 

Total 
Cost 

Sha'de Tree.Pkg. Includes: $55.00 x 
3 White Ash 2-3'; 3 Pin Oak 2-3' 
3 Red'Oak 2-3'; 3 Bur Oak 2-3' 
3 S\\:~P- whit~ Oak 2~3' 

·Wildlife Shrub Pkg. Includes: · $40.00 x 
3 American Cranberry 6-18" 
3 Hazelnut 6-18"; 3 American Plwn 2-3' 
3 Red Osier Dogwood 2-3' 
3 Nanking Cherry 8-22" 

Ind-ividual Trees 

Ametican Arborvitae (2~3') 

Norway Spruce (18-24") 

Price. Per 'Number of Total 
Cost Tree .Trees 

$ . 6.0Q . X 

$ 5.00 X 

·Total of Above 
Add 6°/o Sales Tax 
Total Payment Due ----~ 

Trust OelWein 
_Landscaping for 

your spring · 
gardening, floral & 
yard landscaping/ 

· Iowa wildflowers invite bees, songbirds, and butterflies to your garden and make excellent 
garden and landscaping plants. By planting native plants, you can help_preserve unique species, 
create· wildlife habitat, and enjoy a self-sufficient garden. 

A habitat can be as small or. as large-as y.our area and imagination allows. Start by using native 
plCUltS in existing beds, borders, ditches, or create a small "prairie plot" oflowa wildflowers and · 
grasses in .your yard. · -

E~ch garden package contains 14 - 2 12" potted plants. Orders will be accepted until 
April I, 200 I and plants Will be available .for pickup at our .in late M~y or early June. We will 
notify you later of the exact pickup date. _ 

The garden packages have been put together-for sunny sit~s With average soil-moisture. 
*Heights ~ed are for mature plants. · 

. Note: The greenhouse reserves the: right to substitute stock in case of plant failure. 

·Butterfly/Hummingbird Garden 

· 2 Wild Sweet William 2' tall* 
3 Butterfly Milkweed 2 ~ tall* 
2 Wild Bergamot 4' tall* 
2 Showy Goldenrod 4' tall* 
3 Sweet Black-eyed Susan 3' tall* 

.2 New England Aster 2' tall* 

· Iowa Prairie 'Garden : 

3 Prairie Coreopsis 4' tall* 
2 Pale Pm:pl~ Coneflower 3' tall* 
2 White Prairie Clover · 2' tall* · 
3 Prairie-Spiderwort 
2 Praire Smoke -
2 Sky Blue Aster 

2' tall* , 
· 1' tall* _-
3' tall* 

Butter~y!Hummingbird · Garden . 

Total of Above Columns 

Add 6% Sales TaX 

Total Amount Due 

·~· · $3Seach 

~ Pink flowers. early summer 
Orange color in early summer 
Lavender color in summer 
Golden color in fall 

· Yellow color in summer 
Purple color in fall 

$35 each 

Yellow color in suinmer 
- Lavender color in summer 

White color in early summer 
Purple color in ·late spring 
Red color is spring 
Blue color in fall 

Number 
to Order Total 

@ $35 each x ___ = $ __ _ 

·· @ $35 each x _.:;____;_ __ = $ __ _ 

$ ___ _ 

$ ____ __ 

' $,__ __ _ 

· Please make checks payable to Fayette SWCD and return with your order to Fayette SWCD, 
120 N Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union, 'lA 52175-1612. If you have any questionS; please 
contact us at_ (319) 422-3868-Ext. 3. 

Name:· 
---~~~--~--------~~~----~---

Address: 
--~--~~--~----~----~~----~----~ 

City: . · St t t ---:-------------'-:---==-___;_.:.____ a. e.: - .. _· _ - -tp: ______ _ 

Phone: 
~--___;_----~------
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