Steege farm enters into conservation easement agreement

Jon Steege

How many times have you heard
people say, “Boy, the old ‘Smith’
place sure looks different. It’s a good
thing they can’t see what happened
to it because they certainly wouldn’t

~ like it.” ? I am sure we have all said

that about one farm or another some-
time in our life. But the Steege fam-
ily at Maynard is taking steps to in-
sure such a scenario doesn’t happen
on our family farm. Through a co-
operative effort with the Fayette
County Soil & Water Conservation
District, we are donating a conser
vation easement for the land. Ease-
ments can either be donated or sold

| but we chose donating because, even

though we were placing restrictions
on the land, we didn’t feel we were
giving up anything of value that was
important to us. The easement will
insure that the land remains not only
in agricultural production but also
that the conservation measures that
were installed on the farm starting
back in the 1960’s will remain in

- place as the farm is passed on to fu-

ture generations and perhaps future
non-family owners. Additional fea-
tures will restrict building develop-
ment to the existing approximate 11-
acre building site and will also limit

building of any large single-purpose

livestock facilities and housing de-
velopments. This is consistent with
the family’s wish that the land remain
in agricultural production.

How does someone come to a
decision such as this? Half of the
farm recently thanged hands due
settlement of an estate. At the time
our family sat down and talked about
what would be the best way to keep
the farm in the family and yet main-
tain the things that were important
to us. We consulted with an attor-
ney who specializes in farm law. We
explained the things that are impor
tant to us, what we wanted to pre-
serve, and how we wanted the farm
to stay in our family; and he sug-
gested a course of action to meet
those needs. We are currently in the
process of drawing up the legal docu-
ments to make that a reality. :

During this process we also con-
sulted with the Jowa Natural Heri-
tage Foundation about ways of put-
ting a conservation easement on the
land to protect the integrity of the
contours and keep soil erosion at a
minimum while improving water
quality and enhancing wildlife habi-
tat on the farm. At their December
meeting, the Fayette County Soil &
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Water Conservation District Com-
missioners agreed to hold the ease-
ment and guarantee its performance.
It seemed the logical course of ac-
tion that a local group concerned
with soil conservation be the guard-
ians of the soil conservation practices
on our farm. Also encouraged will
be participation in programs such as
the continuous CRP under which we
have installed contour buffer strips.

I don’t know what my grandfa-

ther would think of what we are do- .

ing with the farm because he died
when I was very young. But I be-
lieve my father would approve and,
indeed, be pleased by the course of
action we are taking. We have dis-
cussed -our plans with our children
and they agree it is the right course
to take.

~ If other people are interested in
taking a similar course of action or
just want to find out more about what
can be done to protect land through
the use of conservation easements,
they can contact me at 637-2733, the
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation at
515-288-1846, or the Fayette County
Conservation Board at 422-5146.

Conservation easements explained by Natl. Heritage Foundation

My thanks to Jerry Muff for the
opportunity to share a few thoughts
on a different aspect of the term
"conservation." I certainly applaud
him, his staff, and all the NRCS
folks who diligently carry our fed-
eral programs through local county
offices. In fact, they are commonly
the primary reference that comes to
mind with many farmers and land-
owners when the subject of conser-
vation is brought up. There was a
time when I was much the same.

Though my 20 years of row
crop farming are past, I still partici-
pate in all applicable NRCS pro-
grams on our Floyd County farm.

I still live on the land and feel
its daily rhythms as many of you do,
but my experience with "conserva-
tion" these days is in a broader
realm. I work for a statewide, non-
profit conservation organization
called the Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation.

We work separately from, but
in conjunction with local, state, and

federal public conservation organi--

zations. We are a 20-year-old pri-
vately funded membership organi-
zation. Alarge part of the work I do
with private landowners is not

widely practiced or even understood
by many Iowans. Therefore, it is im-
portant to recognize we all can learn
something about a coneept that falls
under the general heading of "conser-
vation."

Let me try to introduce the no-
tion of conservation easements.

A conservation easement is a
way of permanently protecting pri-
vate land. Itis a legal document that,
when recorded with the deed; vol-
untarily relinquishes certain prac-
tices for perpetuity. Consideration
for a conservation easement always
rely on two things: 1) what the land
calls for, and 2) what the land owner
wants to protect. A good easement
simply formalizes an existing con-
servation intent. It is important to
note that no conservation easement
automatically allows public access.
All rights and responsibilities of pri-
vate land ownership not specifically
relinquished are retained by the
owner. Each and every easement is
personally designed.

Property rights associated with
land ownership can best be exempli-
fied by a "bundle of sticks" analogy.

-When you own land, you collectively

hold all the "sticks" that individually

represent the rights of mining, log-
ging, grazing, subdividing, and oth-
ers. You have the choice to separate
out any one or more and simply ex-
tinguish them. Some public agencies
and/or certain non profit organiza-
tions then "hold" the easement by ac-
cepting the responsibility of carrying
out your wishes for perpetuity.

Conservation easements are not
new. Land trusts that hold easements
have been commonly operating in
New England states for many years,
protecting farms and open space.
Wisconsin has several dozen locally
based land trusts that protect desig-
nated land features. One Colorado
based land trust was formed by
ranchers to protect range land from
intensive housing development pres-
sure. In Iowa, INHF holds conser-
vation easements with private land-
owners on Mississippi River
bluffllands, central Iowa forests and
lakeshores, and western Iowa loess
hills farm land.

As I have visited with many
Northeast Iowa landowners about
this notion, I have had the pleasure
of fielding varied responses.

One of my favorite discussions

arose from an obviously well sea-
soned older man who skeptically
commented, "It looks to me like you
are trying to govern from the grave."
I told him he was exactly right; I
could not have said it better myself.
I quickly added that I have also felt
the helplessness of many retiring
landowners with their land being
their primary retirement asset, -and
how much they love their land. In
too many cases, they feel pressure
to sell out to an uncertain future of
their cherished land. Conservation
easements offer hope that can extend
a family's conservation legacy. They
do work.

It is simply our mission to put
some alternative options in front of
willing landowners that may one day
choose to protect their beloved re-
source and perhaps assist in some tax
savings with the transitioning of that
asset. It is definitely not our mis-
sion to talk anyone into anything that
does not work well for them. Our
work with private landowners is fur-
ther rationalized by the premise that
public land ownership alone cannot
provide sufficient natural area and
wildlife habitat protection.

Conservation easements repre-
sent only a small, but significant as-
pect of the whole we all call conser-
vation.

We are willing to provide free
additional information on request.
The INHF main telephone number
is (515)-288-1846. Also, the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation has re-
cently sponsored a new publication
by Bick and Haney called the "Land-
owners Guide to Conservation Ease-
ments" that provides a good refer-
ence. The book is available from
Kendall Hunt Publishing at 800-228-
0810. Our ultimate goal is that all
agencies and landowners working
together can accomplish amazing
conservation results yet to be real-
ized.

Thank you for reading.

Darrel Mills
1695 Cameo Road
Nora Springs, IA 50458
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Eric & Cindy Boehm’s flood plam easement
protects the land while provulmg habttat

Eric and Cindy Boehm live in'a
scenic valley south of Wadena. They
have three children: Allison, one;
Andrew, a high.school senior, plan-
ning to attend ISU; and another
daughter Jamie currently attending
ISU, with plans to complete a mas-
ters degree relating to effects of phos-
phorus levels of pastures on water
quality.

Eric has served on the Fayette

| proximately
seven years.

time at the
» .- Fayette
Eric Boehm glgrz(l 1 to);
Court office. Their farm is an excel-
lent example of not only soil and
water conservation measures, but
also wildlife conservation. CRP
Contour buffer strips and filter strips,
grassed waterways, grassed head-

lands, and mulch tillage are a few
practices applied to the farm in ad-
dition to a streambank stabilization
project with lunker hides completed
afew years ago. Woodland manage-
ment is also utilized with the assis-
tance of the DNR forester.

The May storm of 1999, had
quite an impact on the Boehm farm.
Their fields along Brush Creek were
ravaged to the point that reparation
would not be economically feasible.
Brush Creek’s floodwaters swept

‘through the narrow valley, leaving

large channels cut down to the bed-
rock, in addition to placing huge sand
and rock depositions wherever it

wanted.

A fairly new program adminis-
tered through the NRCS called the
Emergency Watershed Protection
floodplain easement program (EWP)
caught the Boehms’ interest. With
this program, landowners offer their
flood-damaged land for a floodplain
easement. In other words, landown-
ers are offered the full agricultural
(pre-flood) value of the land for vari-
ous restrictions placed on the land

SWCD nwner-
Operators of the
Year 2000!
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: .Dave Melchert, Owner 15 2nd St. SW, Oelwein * 283-140
Complete line of Alfa Laval Agri Dairy Equipment
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...the soil that’s tilled will last
forever. But, only if we conserve it,

maintain |t and don’t over use it.
;x‘%

Our Agronomy division supports soil
..consérvation, making sure correct applications of
necessary nutrients are done in a professional
manner, to insure the vitality of Iowa soil for
future generations.

_ harvesting forage from the fields are

in the form of a permanent easement.

In general, permanent cover is estab-
lished on the easement areas at the
full cost to the government. The
government also covers all survey-
ing and associated legal expenses.
The easement participant may do
many of the things on this property
they’ve done before filing the ease-
ment, but there are many things they
are not able to continue doing. A few
examples of allowable uses are rec-
reational; such as hunting, fishing,
trapping, camping, etc. Cropping or

examples of restricted uses. The

only type of earthwork or excava-

tion allowed, is with prior approval

from NRCS. Another stipulation

within the easement agreement is
that the participant agrees that no

more federal financial assistance

may be provided for the easement

area, including emergency aid.

Last May the Boehms’ had just
over 57 acres entered into the EWP.
This includes approximately 25
acres of cropland and 32 acres of
woodland. The Boehms’ received
100% of the appraised value for the
easement. The process was long and
required a lot of work on the part of
agency people, land surveyors,
county employees associated with
land records, real estate appraisers,
lawyers and the Boehms’.

. : Boehm’s field was eroded severély from the May storm, except. Where
The Boehms’ are happy they protected by the filter strip which was seeded to native prairie grasses.

Boehm, cont. to pg. 3 (Photo courtesy _of Dan Burkhart, Fayette County Extension.)

Visit with Jim Arnold or Brian
Knoke Community Bank's Ag
Loan Officers when planning for
_ this spring’s planting.

Take advantage of low interest
rates. Loans available for
repairs to machinery or on farm
structures. Finance the
expansion of your operation or
for replacement of old buildings.

Brian Knoke

Jim Arnold
Schedule an on the farm visit!

COMMUNITY BANK
of OELWEIN

150 First Street SE ¢ Oelwein, Iowa 50662
319-283-4000 ¢ Fax: 319-283-9212
“F“"D“I—i www.bankoelwein.com
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Report from CDI
By Bill Bennett, President ;

2000 was a year of some suc-
cesses and some misses for (CDI)
Conservation Districts of lowa. We
were successful working with com-
missioners from across the state, the
State Soil Conservation Committee,
the Division of Soil Conservation,

Soil Conservation. . . February, 2001
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County were bonus payments on
contour buffers strips, watershed
funding and a program to help dis-
tricts hire some part time staff. It
was another example that showed

the Department of Agriculture, the
.Department of Natural Resources,
the Governor and the Towa Legisla-
ture in getting funding to address
several conservation needs. Among
the biggest for the people of Fayette

Boehm flooding,
cont. from page 2

went through with the easement
project because Eric feels that most
importantly, it’s of most benefit to
the land. The next time Brush Creek
comes roaring through the valley,
their soil will not only remain in
place, but more than likely catch
sediment from others’ land from
above. This was painfully illustrated
during the ‘99 storm where the es-
tablished filter strips held the soil and
caught several inches of soil.

Eric plans to establish most of
the cropland area to native prairie,
except for five acres of tree planting
to be done in 2001. He also plans to
do some wetland restoration work
with the assistance of the NRCS en-
gineers.

Eric’s philosophy on the subject
of his easement project, is that while
it appears to be a generous program,
the annual federal farm program pay-
ments accrued over many years is
possibly more expensive to the US
government. The FSAestimates that
farm payments made to Fayette
County producers averaged approxi-
mately $50 per acre on payment
acres over the past five years. The
Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP) paid out approximately $1.2

million to Fayette County landown- .

ers for the ‘99 disaster 'When con-
sidering that this land will be under
permanent cover while providing
habitat for wildlife, it will also keep
millions of tons of sediment out of
the downstream river system' for
years to come.

NOTICE

The District prohibits discrimi-
nation in it's programs on the basis
of race, color, national origin, reli-
gion, sex, age, disability, political
beliefs, and family or marital status.

Following the May 1999 floods, this depicts some of the devastation on the Eric & Cindy Boehm property south

when we work with others we can

get more things done.

We provided training at spring
and fall regional meetings and at the
annual meeting for commissioners.
Executive Director, Deb Ryun and
local commissioners held several

of Wadena. Pictured, is Jerry Muff. Photo by Dan Burkhart, Fayette Co. Extension Service.
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watershed tours for legislators and
the media across the state. The one
nearest to Fayette County were the

- ones in Allamakee County, Howard

County and Winneshiek County.
CDI officers and staff attended
NACD (National Association of
Conservation Districts) meetings and
training in Illinois, Colorado, Wash-

‘ington, D.C., Michigan, and Arizona.

The Water Quality Conference and

the Carbon Conference here in Iowa

were also on the agenda of CDI.
The people of CDI (commis-

 sioners, officers and staff) played a

big role in getting the small water

'shed structure renovation bill the US

Congress.

At the annual CDI meeting in
September Will Ogle of Wadena was
named outstanding Woodland
Owner for the State of Iowa by the
Iowa DNR. At this same meeting
Bill Bennett of Elgin was reelected
President of CDI. Judy Bennett of
Elgin was reelected Treasurer of CDI .

Auxiliary. :

Because of the tremendous
workload reported to CDI by the dis-
tricts across the state the association
is working to obtain additional staff-
ing for districts from the state. How-
ever, even though we were able to
get this funding in the Dept. of Ag
budget request, we were not able to
get it in the Governor’s Budget. To
fill this need will require the work
of all citizens across the state of
Iowa. CDI requests this assistance
from all. - i :

CDI for the fifth year sponsored
the Iowa Envirothon competition
with the state winners from Decorah
going to Wolfville, Nova Scotia to °
compete in the international compe-
tition. The Envirothon is a contest
to test the skill of a five person high
school team working together to
solve environmental problems. Re-
gional contests are held to narrow the
field down for the state competition.
Each district in the state has infor
mation on how high school students
can take part in the lowa Envirothon.

| Roger Post and Brian Hilsabeck
i working hard on the Scott Pharmacy
i expansion in Fayette.
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: NEW!
Youth Scrambler 50

e Sized right for kids
e Built-in safety features
e Includes helmet and training

Soil Conservation.

Will Ogle brought several soil samples for the third-grade students to see.

Chad Pemble showed the students how to tell the age of a tree by using a
speczal dnll
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Sportsman 400

* Best riding experience in its class

¢ On-Demand true 4-wheel drive
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valid on consumer purchases. between ebruarg 1 and May 31, 2001. Offer subject to availability at participating
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0
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Trout Habttat

Submitted by Eric Palas
Ensign Hollow II Project Coordt-
naior

The quality of a stream is the
reflection of its watershed. In Iowa,
less than 15 of the 106 coldwater
streams consistently support natu-
rally reproducing populations of
trout. Iowa’s coldwater stream re-
sources are limited in number and
worthy of our protection.

Ensign and Hewett Creeks, in
southeast Fayette and southwest

Clayton counties, comprise the two.

distinct streams that are commonly

- referred to as Ensign Hollow. Ensign

Creek, flowing east from

Thomasville Spring, has historically
supported natural reproduction of
brown trout. Natural reproduction
has never been documented in
Hewett Creek below the confluence
with Ensign Creek. In the spring of
1999, the Fayette and Clayton Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
initiated the Ensign Hollow IT Wa-
tershed Project. The project pro-

- motes the voluntary adoption of con-

servation practices by watershed
landowners and farm operators, with
the objective of improving the wa-
ter quality of the two streams. The
new effort builds upon a similar

Sister Mary Kurt was recognized this year by the S WCD as Outsatnding
Teacher of the Year. She has been a great promoter of the third con-

servation education field day.

“Worklng Hard to be your #1 paint Store!”

GARVIN 7z«zl/alue Hardware

West Union (319) 422-3671 or 800-632-2324
www.truevalue.com

project completed on the Ensign
Creek Watershed in 1994.

The habitat that trout require is
fragile. They find safety,in pools
more than-two feet deep and in ar-
eas that provide a break from the
current. Overhead cover provided by
root wads, logs, brush, boulders and
long stemmed grasses can protect
trout from predators like herons and
mink. Sediment is the major cause
of trout habitat damage. Silt from
eroding fields and streambanks fills
pools and reduces the overhead
cover where trout live. Trout also

- depend on insects for food. Sediment

smothers the rocky habitat required
to produce their insect foods and pre-
vents them from spawning and re-
producing. Trout eggs lie incubating
in the crevices between gravel from
spawning in early fall until they
hatch in early spring. To ensure suc-
cessful reproduction, a stream must
be free of silt with a steady tempera-
ture.

Trout like cool water tempera-
tures. Eroding sediment has the long-
term result of causing shallow stream
channels that are easily warmed by
the sun. Cold groundwater spring
flows are essential to support trout,
especially during periods of drought.
Stream quality can be improved
naturally, in part, by controlling up-
land erosion. The conservation prac-
tices that are used today, (such as
residue management, contouring and
terraces) have the common goal of
holding water where it falls. Control-
ling surface runoff reduced the de-
livery of soil and nutrients to a
stream, and allows water to cool as
it is filtered through the groundwa-
ter system. Excluding livestock from
a stream channel can also have a big
impact on trout cover.

From 1990 thorugh 1992, nearly
95 lunkers (artificial habitat struc-

_tures) were installed on 15 sites along

the state-owned portion of Hewett
Creek by the DNR and the Hawkeye
Fly Fishing Association.

Lunkers improve overhead
cover and stabilize eroding
streambanks. The installation of the
structures also has the effect of in-
creasing stream velocity. Higher cur-
rent speeds remove sediment and
expoes rock and gravel, which pro-
vides improved conditions for

spawnign and aquatic insect produc-

tion. The habitat work coincided
with two other events: ;

* Ensign Hollow was designated as
a special regulation fishing area. Al
“trout caught must be nnmedlately
released alive, and possession of
trout is prohibited. Anglers are also
required to use artificial lures only.
* Cattle were removed from the up-
per reaches of Ensign Creek.

The impact on the trout popula-
tions has been encouraging. On one
particular stretch of Ensign Creek,
observed torut numbers increased

‘from three in 1991 to 618 in 1999.

The 1999 assessment also led to the
discovery of the natural reproduction

_of rainbow trout in Ensign Creek,

making it one of four streams in lowa
where this has been documented. It
would be difficult to determine what
the trout population has responded
to the most. The habitat improve-
ment, the efforts of landowners to
protect Ensgin and Hewett Creeks
and the catch and release regulation
have all had a positive effect. What
is very obvious is that there is a deli-
cate balance between crop and live-

* stock production and the. impacts on

our natural resources.



Results of well water testing in the
Upper Maquoketa River watershed

By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental Specialist IT
Towa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship -
Division of Soil Cpnservatiorg

the soil profile has a certain capac-
ity to filter and degrade contami-
nants, this ability can be limited
when the soil layer is thin or other
special conditions exist like sink
holes, fractured bedrock, and “con-
tamination overload”. Unfortu-
nately, many of these conditions ex-
ist in northeast Iowa, and can make
our ground water vulnerable. When
the aquifer becomes contaminated,
it is very difficult and expensive (if
eve possible) to make it safe again.

In the spring of 1999, staff from
Iowa State University Extension

Quality drinking water is a need
we all have. Clean, save drinking
water is more important than all of
life’s other essential needs except
one - oxygen. Medical research in-
dicates the average person can sur
vive for about 14 days without food,
about 3 days without water, and just
minutes without oxygen.

Water quality is an issue we all
have to work on. It affects our fam-
ily health, our business, and our
community....it permeates every-
thing we do. Across the State of
Iowa water quality projects are ad-
dressing water and water contami-

the soil profile. Sources of nitrate !

contamination are numerous, with
cropland fertilization being one of
the leaders. Excessive concentra-
tions of nitrate in drinking water can
make life difficult for younger and
older members of the family. Ba-
bies can develop “Blue Baby Syn-
drome” if too many nitrates are in
the water for too long of a period.
Boiling nitrate contaminated water
only makes the problem worse.
Coliforms are bacteria that can
cause dysentery and other maladies
when ingested in the human body.

Soil Conservation. . .
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| ; Well tests for coliform - spring 1999
85 tests completed

100 -199 200+ unknown

well depth in feet

nation. Here in northeast Iowa, sev- |
eral water quality projects are work-
ing to improve cold water trout

" Again, the younger and older fam-

Well tests for nitrate (NO;) - spring 1999

| 85 tests completed

streams. 100%

80%
60%

Locally, the Upper Maquokgta
River Water Quality Project is assist-

ing watershed residents and land-

owners through education, incen- 20%

tives and cost-share to improve the o5
; : 0%

quality of water that runs off their ! 0-99

properties. Eventually, this runoff

water reaches the Maquoketa River

40%

100-199

200+ unknown

well depth in feet

Bruce Creek, Fenchel Creek or in-

i@safe at time of test gpotentially unsafe at time of test }

filtrates through the soil profile to the
ground water aquifer.

Ground water is an important
resource for Iowa, particularly north-
east Jowa. Recent estimates show
that nearly 75% of Iowa’s popula-
tion receivesits drinking water from
ground water aquifers. Even though

tested 85 wells in the Upper
Magquoketa River watershed. Wells
were sampled for nitrates and
coliform. Nitrate nitrogen is a com-
mon contaminate found in Iowa
ground water. It gets into the aqui-
fer by leaching (typically) through

Risk management optlons for the way you farm.

* Attractive Deferred Payment Options ... up to 3%* below prime
rate, with the TruChoice®™ program from Pioneer and DuPont. NEW
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* More product options ... more top-performing products to choose
from than anyone in the industry. Wide array of herbicide and pest
resistance options, plus traditional elite hybrids and varieties.

* Packaging options featuring convenient PROBOX® Seed Handling
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Kurt Steinbronn, Maynard  Wayne Schroeder, Hawkeye
(319) 637-2205 (319) 427-5310

Charles Kohls, Clermont  Lyle Bushkofsky, Westgate
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®, SM TM Trademarks and service marks, registered or applied for, of Pioneer
BRAND -PRODUCTS Hi-Bred Intemational, Inc., Des Moines, lowa, U.S.A.©1999 PHII.

ily members can be most affected.
Coliforms can get into the aquifer
through leaking manure structures,
improper manure disposal, septic
systems and fields, and open well
pits. Boiling coliform contaminated
water may kill the coliforms, but it
is not an effective method of treat-
ing the hundreds of gallons neces-
sary to supply a home on a daily ba-
sis. Clearly, prevention is the key.
Results of the testing are graphed
below. Generally speaking, Iowa
State University Extension staff did
not identify very many potentially
unsafe wells. Concentrations of un-
safe nitrate levels increased with
shallow wells- which would be ex-
pected.

Soil
Gonservation
Saves lowa
Farms!

We thank area

farmers who practice
soil conservation.

Steege S
PHARMACY

Ken W R Ph,

119 N. Vine, West Union
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|gsafe at time of test g potentially unsafe at time of test !

You Know Us...We Know You.

205 N. Vine, West Union 200 Mill St., Clermont

¢\

(319) 422-6072 (319) 423-5267

\o J

¢ ‘ —
Maynard Savings Bank

salutes our very own
Jerry Burrack

Jeny andMaryuk the windbreak they planted in
1979. Made of more than 50 spiruce trees, the acreage soil is pro-
tected from the deteriorating effects of high winds.

2000 Izaac Walton Leagu'e
Windbreak award winner

Maynard
Savings Bank

Maynard 637-2289 & Hazleton 636-2431
Member FDIC Ty
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Commissioners for the Fayette Soil andWater Conservation District include-front-( LtoR) Rod Marlatt, Joyce -
Trotter and Paul Nuss. . Back- Dick Jensen and Jon Grafenburg.Absent fron photo are Bill Bennett, Judy
Bennett, Deb Dessel, Joe Wingert and Bill Ogle.

Northeast Towa Private Forestlands _
Management Assistance Program BAvailable

The four northeast Iowa counties
of Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette, and
Winneshiek have been approved as
an Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) priority area. This
priority area titled Northeast Iowa

Private Forestlands has cost-share |

available to do forest management
practices, such as: tree planting, tim-
ber stand improvement, and livestock
exclusion. The Northeast Iowa Pri-
vate Forestlands has received
$180,000 in funds for cost sharing
this sign-up. Vi,
- About the program

EQIP is the USDA conservation
cost-share program designed to en-
courage and support conservation of
natural resources on private lands on
a voluntary basis.

It provides technical assistance,
cost-share payments, incentive pay-
ments, and education to producers
who enter into 5-to 10-year contracts
based on conservation plans.

Where to apply

Applications are being taken at
local USDA Service Centers. Local
employees of the Farm Service
Agency, Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service, and the conservation

district can take applications.

- Apply by completing and sign-
ing contract form CCC-1200 at the
Service Center.

When to apply
The 2001 sign-up is scheduled

to be held March 5-March 30. The
Northeast Iowa Private Forestlands
priority area has been approved for
funding for 5 years. Sign-ups will
be held in future years to allocate
funds. :

After sign up is received, the ap-
plication will be ranked to prioritize
applications for cost-share approval.
Applicants will be notified of the sta-
tus of their application after approval
by the state technical committee.

- PRACTICE DESCRIP-
TIONS AND COST SHARE
RATES

" Tree Planting Designed to es-
tablish or re-establish locally native
trees and other desirable non-native
woody vegetation by means of plant-
ing seedling stock or direct seeding
method. Cost-share= 75% not to
exceed $315.00 per acre.

Timber Stand Improvemen
Designed to improve the condition

- of forests for multiple resource ben-

efits. Cost-share=75% not to exceed
$75.00 per acre.

Livestock Exclusion (fencing)
Designed to protect forest resources
from destruction by domestic live-
stock. Cost-share- 75% not to ex-
ceed $1.00 per foot.

Plantation Maintenance De-
signed to provide weed control in
years after tree planting. Cost-share=
75% not to exceed $45.00 per acre.

Our professional foresters
will help you:

* Appraise your timber

* Manage your existing
woodlands

* Plant and grow new

trees from seed

* Market your mature trees #

One-Stop Forestry

101 E. Greene, Postville * (319) 864-3586

A Forestry Stewardship Plan will
need to be developed by the District
Forester for your country. For
Winneshiek and Fayette counties,
contact: Gary Beyer, District For-
ester, USDA Building, Box 4,
Charles City, IA 50616, phone: (515)
228-6611. For Allamakee and Clay-
ton Counties, contact: Bruce Blair,
District Forester, P.O. Box 662,
Elkader, [A 52043, phone: (319)
245- 1891; or Greg Heidebrink,

- EQIP Forester, at (319) 245-1891.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

JULY 1, 1999 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2000

IM BUDGET
Allocation $ 3,000.00
Supplemental 2,107.00
Total Allocation: 5,107.00
Commissioner Expenses 2,835.86
Office Supplies & Expenses $ 2,622.20
3M BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM
1999-2000 Allocation: $43,663.00
Spent------ 26,618.68
Obligated 15,227.71
Unobligated 1,816.61
1998-1999 Allocation: $37,842.00
Spent 29,511.33
Obligated 7,342.87
Unobligated 987.80.
-1997-1998 Allocation $37,616.00
Supplemental Allocation 1,500.00
Total Allocation 39,116.00
Spent-- 21,834.66
Obligated 11,691.51
Returned to State $ 5,589.83
REAP Practices Allocation $12,030.00
Supplemental Allocation: 17,810.00
Total Allocation 29,840.00
Spent 14,371.00
Reallocated under 2001 Funds 14,805.00
Returned to State------- $ 664.00
' REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation $ 4,952.00
Supplemental Allocation 8,137.50
Total Allocation 13,089.50
Spent . 6,524.63
Reallocated under 2001 Funds 5,700.00
$ 864.87

Returned to State

* Reduced labor - with fewer trips to the field

in the soil, reducing green-house effect

+ Time savings - up to 450 hours on a 1,000 acre farm

* Reduced machinery wear - No-till saves an estimated $5/acre

* Fuel savings - fewer trips, no-till saves an avg. 3.5 gallons/acre

* Higher soil moisture - reduced evaporation saves up o 2" of water

* Reduced soil erosion - can reduce wind & water erosion to 90%

*Improved surface water-quality - by holding soil particles,
nutrients & pesticides on the field, less runoff

* Increased organic matter - important to long-term fertility

*More wildlife - crop residues provide shelter & food for wildlife

* Reduced carbon gas releases - keeps natural occurring carbon

Conservation Tillage systems (systems that leave 30% or more crop residue), such as

no-till, stip-till, ridge-till and mulch-till, offer many economic & environmental benefits.
* Reduced labor - with fewer trips to the field, 1 trip instead of 2 or 3

HAWKEYE COOPERATIVE

319-427-3214 + 888-315-4139



A cash rent quiz ., PPt

By Dan Burkhart, Fayette County Extenswn Education Director

Please answer the following
question--which of the following is
the best place to determine a fair cash
rental rate?

a. local coffee shop

b. Fayette County Assessor’s
office (in the Courthouse)

c. FSA (Farm Service Agency)
office located in West Union

d. Iowa State University Exten-
sion Office located in Fayette

Let’s discuss each of the poten-
tial answers. First the coffee shop.
The credibility of information ex-
changed over coffee related to cash
rents is at its best unreliable. In many

cases it leads to conclusions like this-

- “Well, if your tenant is paying you
that much and it’s just down the road
from my farm, then mine should be
worth at least that miich.” As you
can predict, the probability of dis-
cussing lower or fair cash rents at the
coffee shop is very small.

Both the tenant and the landlord

"need some basic information on

which to base rent decisions. This
leads to the second potential answer
- the Fayette County Assessor’s of-
fice. You can find out what the pro-
ductivity of your farm is by asking
the assessor for your average CSR.
CSR stands for corn suitability rat-
ing. CSR’s provide a relative rank-
ing from 0-100 of all Iowa soils
based on their potential for intensive
row crop production. Soils in
County range from an average CSR
of 5 (Chelsea loamy fine sand with
a 14-25% slope) to 95 (Richwood
silt loam with a 0-2% slope.) A farm
with an average CSR of 85 would
generally be very productive while
a farm with a CSR of 29 would have
limits on crop production due to
sand, shallow bedrock, or slope. The

taxes you pay on your farm are based .

on this productivity index. Be aware
that the average CSR is for the whole
farm, including timber, wetlands,
and any other non-crop acres.

The third potential answer is a
visit to the FSA (Farm Service
Agency) office. Here you can find
out what your farm’s crop acreage
base is. This affects what a tenant

- receives in deficiency payments un-

der the farm program. You can also
get the official number of crop acres
on your farm. While you are there,
ask about the CRP (Conservation
Reserve Program). You might want
to ask about the Continuous Conser

vation Reserve Program if you have
a stream flowing through your farm.

If you need information on any gov-
ernment farm program, just ask.

Stop next door before you leave the:

building and see if you need to up-
date your conservation plan at the
NRCS (Natural Resources Conser
vation Service) office or check out
the cost share for waterways or other
conservation projects. You also

could fine tune your average CSR
by looking at your soil maps.
The final potential answer is

your Fayette County Extension Of-

fice. You will want to pick up Towa

State University Extension’s annual
cash rental survey. The survey is the
result of a statewide survey of farm-
ers, landowners, agricultural lenders,
real estate brokers, and professional
farm managers. They base their es-
timates on typical cash rental rates
for high, medium, and low quality
cropland in their counties. -
Estimates of expected corn
yields are derived from actual farm

 yields submitted for crop insurance

documentation. Our example farm
with an average CSR of 85 would
probably fit into the high quality one-
third of Fayette County farms in the

-survey: The range of cash rents is

from $130-165/acre with an average
of $148. You could expect corn
yields to average 143 bushel/acre as
a five-year average.

If another farm averages 133
bushels/acre, has a lower CSR, and
has some other crop limiting factor
such as drainage, then we will look
at the medium quality rental rates.
The average cash rent was $123 with
a range of $95-150/acre.

Our example farm with an aver

age CSR of 29 would fit into the low - =

quality category. The average low
quality cash rental rate is $105 per
acre. The low quality rental rate
range is from $90-120/acre. Typi-
cal five-year average corn yield
could be 112 bushels/acre.

The survey also shows what the
average rent per bushel of comn or
soybeans and what the average rent/
CSR index point is. The farm with
an average CSR of 85 calculates out
at $137.70/acre and the farm with the
CSR of 29 calculates out at $47/acre.
You say you don’t know anyone that
is paying only $47/acre? Well, that
is where market demand comes in.
If the rent on this farm is actually at

- $90/acre, it reflects market demand.

If the current tenant doesn’t pay $90
per acre, someone else will. If we
have a dry year, the potential for loss
by the tenant is great. Can the ten-
ant really afford to rent this farm at

-$90/acre? This is called risk. In a

cash rental agreement the tenant as-
sumes all the crop production risk.
The landlord’s risk of not getting the
rent is low, even if there is a crop
failure or government farm programs
disappear. In a'50-50 rental agree-
ment both share production risk, both
benefit from high prices or yields and
both can suffer losses.

What is the correct answer to the
question? I’m sure you have it fig-
ured out by now. The correct answer
is b,c, and d. If you want to deter
mine a fair cash rental rate for both
tenant and landlord based on produc-
tivity, then visit b, ¢, and d, do your
homework, and negotiate. If not, go
to the coffee shop.

SOIL CONSERVATION

If we don’t plan for it today, there won'’t be
_anything to plan for tomorrow.
WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING
SOIL CONSERVATION

DBEATRICE CHEESE INC.

“Manufacturer of Fine Quality Dairy Products”

‘Frederickshurg 7 9311

- Waterway construction and im-
provement, one of the practices cited
by the Maquoketa Headwaters Wa-
tershed Council as a way to reach
water quality goals, led the list of
events at the fall field day held Nov.
1 near Arlington.

The field day was held at the
Darrel Rosburg-Smith farm south-
east of Arlington, with the Watershed
Council as sponsor.

" Waterway demonstrations fea-
tured a Hurricane Ditcher, used to
build new or reshape existing water
‘ways, and a machine used to install
erosion-reducing landscape fabric
across new waterways.

Bill Bennett, Fayette Soil and
Watershed District (SWCD) com-
missioner told some 40 producers,
landowners and agency staff attend-
ing the field day that good waterway
management includes good practices
above the waterway, as well as good
maintenance.

“We need to manage the whole

Soil Conservation. . .

waterway,” he said, to keep it from
silting in. Jerry Muff, District Con-
servationist, Fayette County, said
‘Natural Resource Conservation Ser
vice specifications require upland
treatment, if the waterway is to
qualify for incentive payments.
Muff and Tom Sperfslage, Upper
Magquoketa River project environ-
mental specialist, also discussed in-
centives, benuses and options avail-
able to landowners, and Iowa State
University Extension’s Brian Lang
and Dan Meyer discussed seeding,

especially the need to finish fall wa- -

terway work by early August to al-
low time for the seeding to become
established before the growing sea-
son ends.

The fabric-laying machine is
owned by the Fayette SWCD and is
available to landowners and produc-
ers in the county. The machine in-
stalls a length of fabric “fence”
across the waterway. The fabric, 36
inches wide and buried about half
that width, acts to dam water runoff

February, 2001

7 * .
"BREHME & SONS

Land Improvement Contractor & Tllmg
Wadena 633-6121

PRACTICE
FARM
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Amundson family sold
on intensive grazing

By Kevin Amundson

Intensive grazing began on our
farm in 1992. At that time it was used
for the summer pasture for a cow/
calf operation. Since that time we
have converted to stocker steers.

If there has been one factor in
promoting this on our farm is high
tensile electric fencing. The new
technology of low impedance fenc-
ers is what makes this grazing sys-
tem work. The construction of this

-fence costs about 1/3rd less than us-

ing barbed wire. There is no better
fence to build.

The second part of the evolution
to grazing has been the recom-
mended grasses and legumes to put
in the pasture. We have come a long
way from the original thoughts of
“plant what’s in the road ditch” to
“treat it like a corn crop”. The first
pastures were seeded to brome grass,
timothy, reeds canary, white clover
and red clover. This past year we
seeded down the remaining uplands
to Perennial rye grass and white clo-
vers. We have also found a company
that specializes in forages. It is The
“Pioneer” of the forage companies
in Europe. This switch to these for-
ages has put our pastures in high
gear.

The third piece of the puzzle
seems to come from proper fertili-
zation. The use of a balanced blend
of nutrients has reaped more benefits

than just tons of forage. The quality
has been continually improving

Kevin Amundson

Also, lime has become a significant
“nutrient” to apply.

The most satisfying of all of this
has been the increased soil conser-

vation. As a prime example, we had .

a horrific rain of 2.8"which washed
rock across the gravel roads about

four weeks after seeding. I did not
look forward to going up the hill to
see all the wash out gullies. To my
complete surprise, we had only two
small cuts. If this had been in com,
the resulting gullies would have been
huge.

Last summer we hosted a pas-
ture walk on June 20. We are happy
to visit with anyone about our expe-
riences with managed intensive graz-
ing. Just give us a call.
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es waterways, nutrient management

during heavy rains while grass seed-
ing is getting established.

Cost of the fabric is about $1 per
running foot. Distance between the
fabric line varies between 50 and 100
feet, based on the slope of the wa-
terway. For more information on
waterways and the fabric installation,
contact the Fayette SWCD in West
Union. Producers and landowners
in the Maquoketa Headwaters Wa-
tershed should contact Tom
Sperfslage, Iowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardships
environmental specialist, concerning
these programs and incentives within
the watershed.

Iowa State University’s agricul-
tural and biosystems engineering
department demonstrated a machine
used in current research on nitrogen
fertilizer management. Pete Lawlog
ISU research associate, said the ma-
chine injects liquid nitrogen fertilizer

“about 4-6 inches into the soil, then

covers and compacts the soil above
the slot.

The machine destroys or dis-
rupts the macropores, which are
formed by earthworms or from pre-
vious crop root systems. “The con-
cept is to get water that goes to tile
lines to go around the area where the
fertilizer is knifed in,” he said. Tests
during recent years show a 10 to 20
percent reduction in nutrient loss, he
said.

Chad Ingels, Maquoketa Water- -
shed Project manure and nutrient
management specialist explained the

results from watershed demonstra-

tions conducted in the watershed.
Results from these nitrogen
management demonstrations show

that nitrogen use can be reduced

from average watershed levels while

.maintaining yield and increasing

profit. Reducing commercial N ap-
plication may promote more efficient
crop use of soil N, therefore decreas--

_ing the chance of N moving into the

surface water system. Phosphorus
management demonstrations in the
Maquoketa Headwaters Watershed
this crop year show that yields are
not increased and profits are actually
reduced when crop removal rates of
phosphate, P,O,, fertilizer are applied
to soils on three farms in the water-
shed. :

Following the morning tillage
field day, Bob Bassett hosted a visit
to his riparian buffer site a mile
south. Bassett’s project is a Trees
Forever Buffer Initiative and Trees
Forever cosponsored this visit.

Bassett said he initiated the
project because he had 13 acres of
pasture “that wasn’t good pasture.”
He decided to do something else on
the land because the Maquoketa

~ River flows through and when he

heard of the riparian buffer program
thought it sounded good. It was an
opportunity to help decrease sedi-
ment loss into the river, he said.

The work was done over three
years with the help of a number of
agencies, including NRCS.

Bassett said his priorities in the
project were: 1) establish switch-
grass in the areas needing immedi-
ate protection and to filter the water;
2) take care of riverbank erosion be-
fore planting any trees; and then 3)
planting trees. Nearly 3,000 trees of
many species were planted in the
buffer area.

Bassett, Carol Teator of Trees
Forever and Muff emphasized the
need to plant good native seed in
similar buffer projects to ensure suc-
cess. -
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Bill Bennett and other family members honor his father, Cleve Bennett.
Cleve was one of the first Fayette SWCD Commissioners. :

should you have to digest the
same cable programming as
everyone else in town?

We have the solution! %

justhuya
DIRECTY System | _
and subscribe )%
to Total Choice®
programming.

S24°° g
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"FREE INSTALLATION

FAYETTE COUNTY ONLY

 OFFICEHOURS: Monr 12645

 HAWKEYE
TELEPHONE larsid

115 W. MAIN, HAWKEYE « Ph. 427-3222

- Helen Halstead a grandcildren plant a tree in memory of George
Halstead, past SWCD commissioner. ; S )

By Bill Bennett NACD Director

NACD has been working on
many national issues during 2000 as
it has for more than fifty years.
Among the issues NACD has been
working on is the new farm bill, find-
ing a way to help provide staffing
for conservation districts, how to use
all of our resources in the best way,
how to be more responsible to the

needs of our customers, what the
needs of our customers are, how to
cut costs and do more with less and

ore field

Carol Nus shown with SWCD
chairperson, Bill Bennett planting
a tree to honor her late husband
Carl, past SWCD commissioner.

Ford Service
check out
& tune-up

After Hours Towing

Need collision repair or estimates? Stop at Call: Don Kell
Wilbur Ford Body Shop for quality body work. a4 2 1 %“4 699 y
Ask for Wayne or Bonnie: =

Wilbur Ford Service Dept.
CALL JEFF FOR AN APPOINTMENT
Whene Zuatity Can Care % a-FORD-able Fer Evergone. -

1-800-728-3882 West Union (319) 422-3881

Web of Life

Soon the snow will be turned
into water and the warmth of the sun
will coax the land into life. It should
be called “The Greatest Show on .
Earth”, but most of us take it for
granted. For many this renewing of
life after a long cold winter seems to
stir our spirits with a sense of awe.
How can those small seeds frozen
in the soil find the strength to take
root and grow into plants? How can
the insects survive 20 degrees below
zero all winter and slowly return to
life? If trees could communicate
what sound would they make?

I will never be bored with the
mysteries of nature. I hope you also
have this spiritual and emotional
connection with our environment.

" You are invited to become in-
volved with this mystery of life in a
personal way. by planting a tree in
our Forest of Memories

A tree will be planted in tribute
to any person-you choose and a stone
marker with the family’s name en-
graved on it placed by the tree. Your
“family tree” will prove that you

" have this spiritual and emotional re-

spect for life.

For more information on the
Forest of Memories please call Ri-
chard Jensen at (319) 422-3919.

Report from NACD

a great number of other things.
NACD works on things that are

of a national scope and cannot or are

difficult for state associations, like

CDI, to do on their own. The same
thing can be said about sate associa-
tions, they work on things for dis-
tricts to do on their own.. Legisla-

tion is one of these things. CDI

works on it on a state level and
NACD works on it on a national
level.

NACD has various committees
that address different issues. The
committees NACD has are: agricul-
tural lands resources, district opera-
tions, education, environment and
resource policy, forest resources,
grazing lands & public lands re-
sources, urban, community, &
coastal resources. and water re-
sources. These committees meet and
hold hearings on different issues that
are brought forth from the district
across the nation.

Bill Bennett of Elgin is one of
seven district officials from the coun-
try that serves on the forestry re-
sources committee and one of eleven
NACD Board of Directors members
to serve on national resource com-
mittees. Resource committees nor
mally meet twice a year, while the
NACD board usually meets three
times a year.

NACD normally has several
task forces working on non-perma-
nent issues. NACD like individual
conservation districts works with al-
most any group-to serve the needs
of people. All of this is done so that
conservation districts can better
serve their customers, all the citizens
of each district.

The NACD mission statement
is: To enable conservation district
to pool their resources to accomplish

“collectively what would be difficult /

or impossible to accomplish indi-
vidually.
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Ralph Houg conservatwn educatum iarm

In 2000, the Fayette SWCD was
able to start developing areas on the
Ralph Houg Education Farm for in-
structing people of all ages in for

_estry and water quality practices.

With the help of the Northeast
Towa Forestry Advisory Committee
and the West Union Boy Scouts, the
district has six different forestry prac-
tices. In the northwest corner of the
farm is an untreated area that was
left. Next to it is an area where 50
percent of the over story was killed
and seedlings planted. Then an area

new pond was constructed. The

wetland area on the farm is to be

enhanced in the summer of 2001.

' The Fayette SWCD received a
grant from the Fayette County Farm
Bureau to help with the cost of the
projects. All of these areas will be
used to help educate ‘people of all
ages. Eventually the field day for
third -graders will be moving from
the Dick and Dorothy Jensen farm
to the Ralph Houg Conservation
Education Farm.

~

was established with 100 percent of

the over story killed and seedlings
planted. In both of these areas some
of the seedlings have tree shelters
and some do not.

The area to the east had a dozer
remove the weéd trees and was di-
rect seeded with huts and acorns.

Across the valley, seedlings were

planted into grasslands. The other
practice is near the road that goes
through the farm, and is a TSI (tim-

ber stand improvement) harvest and -
@ planting of seedlings at a rate of |

four seedlings for each tree har
vested. The only trees harvested
were ones in poor health so the
healthy ones could continue to grow.

For water quality and to help
prevent soil erosion, SWCD com-
missioners with the use of farm trac-
tors and loaders constructed a gully
block that will also create a small
pond. This is located in the north-

-west forestry demo area. On the land

east of the road an area has been
seeded to native grasses and forbes.
In November and December a

east of West Union.

Bill Bennett distributing walnuts as a part of a direct seedmg on the
Ralph Houg conservatwn Jarm.

vl

do you know you 're really covered?

Just say when ... whenever you're ready.”

5

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

when 1t strikes like a bolt from the blue.

You work hard to make your operation a success. And, with so much at stake, you
can’t afford to cut corners with your insurance coverage. Find out how the distinctive
features of our farm and ranch insurance can help you protect your livelihood.

James Mitchell

www.{bfs.com

Insurance » Investments

Phil James:
~ lrma Kime
Fayette (319) 425-3333

Securies products and services offered through: EquiTrust Masketing Services, LLC, 5400 University Avenue, West Des Moines, 1A 50266, 1-800-247-4170
In AMN: Farm Burean Mutual Insurance Company, West Des Moiacs, 1A + n UT: Utah Farm Bureau Insurance Company, Sandy, UT » tn SD: South Dakota Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Corfpany, Huron, SD
In AZ: Westem Agricultural Insurance Company, Phoenix, AZ + In NM: Western Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company, Las Cruces, NM

©FBL 1999 269

SWCD has “no
hunting” policy

Due to the fact that the Ralph
Houg Conservation Education Farm
has been designated for conservation
education, the SWCD Commission-
ers will not allow hunting on this
property. This is for safety and li-
ability reasons.

' Bill Bennett is shown applying tree

Su‘e preparation being done on the Ralph Houg conservation farm, Seedaspart of a direct seeding on
the Ralph Houg conservation farm

And it’s our
business to
make it happen.
 Goulds Pumps
 Sta-Rite Pumps
* Conaire Pressure Tanks
» Complete Water Systems
* Land-O-Matic Chlorinators

B Free Estimates
" - Reliable Service

"ERICKSON

PUMP SERVICE

Elkader 245-1698 or 245-1684
1-800-269-1698

Wiltgen
Construction

1. e Excavating

e Ag Lime

| Spreading
| « Rock and Sand
Materials

113 E. Mam St., Calmar IA Ph. 319-562 3301_ 

: 1-800 365-3301 ‘
Quarrles at Wadena » Waucoma Decorah Ossuan
Frankvnlle . Prot /in : ;
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- president. Staff in the office include

By Andy Johnson

Based in Postville, Resource
Conservation and Development for
Northeast Iowa is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to sustainable de-
velopment in Allamakee, Buchanan,
Clayton, Fayette, Howard, and
Winneshiek Counties. We work on
a project basis, assisting individuals
and organizations make ideas be-
come reality through planning, or-
ganizational, grant-writing, and other
forms of assistance. Projects range
from community development and
resource-related business assistance
to watersheds and water quality, for-
estry, and value-added agriculture.

The RC&D is sponsored by the
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tricts and the’Boards of Supervisors
from the six counties mentioned
above. Our Fayette County board
membefs include Bill Bennett from
the Soil and Water Conservation
District, Dick Jensen from the Board
of Supervisors and Marilyn Rubner
as an at-large member and board

myself, Teresa Steffens as program
management assistant, Jeanne
Kruckenberg as office assistant, Lora
Friest as Upper Iowa Watershed co-
ordinator and Pat Henry as Geo-
graphic Information Systems spe-
cialist.

The year 2000 has been a time
of change at the RC&D' in many
ways. I joined the RC&D full time
in January and became part of a
strong organization with a proud his-
tory of facilitating positive, sustain-’
able change in our communities and
rural landscapes. Lora Friest came
on board last fall and has been lead- -
ing an exciting, dynamic and rapidly
growing Upper Iowa Watershed Al-

Soil Conservation. .

Projects new and old at RC&D jor Northeast Jowa

. February, 2001

liance into one of the most Tecog-
nized and respected such ‘groups in’
the state.

Patrick Henry came on this
spring as a volunteer and later as GIS
specialist. He-works closely with the

Upper Iowa project on .resource

analysis, assessment and educational
activities using GIS as a tool. Geo-
graphic Information Systems are
powerful computer systems with the
potential to display, overlay and si-
multaneously analyze many layers
of geographic data from land use,
soils and streams to land ownership
and demographic data. Pat is also
available to do contract work on
other natural resource or watershed
projects. To learn more about this
or other aspects of his work, feel free

to give him a call at the office.

Our work has not been all ori-
ented to the north however. We are
working closely with a small group
of landowners towards the formation
of asustainable forestry cooperative

~ for northeastern Iowa. Such a coop-

erative would be modeled after ex-
isting coops in Wisconsin and Min-
nesota.

Economically, they provide a
means for forest landowners to or-
ganize and pursue value-added pro-
cessing and marketing of their tim-
ber. Ecologically and educationally,
they provide a forum for members
to learn more about their forests, be
assured of sustainable management
and harvesting and share knowledge
and experiences surrounding all as-
pects of forests and their place in the
landscape.

Teresa has been working
tirelessly with tourism representa-
tives from each county on two re-

. A fter busmess hours call

Sandie Graf 636-2512
Bob Kalb 634-3654
Dave Gearhart 283-3612

“IT’S THE SIGN OF THE TIMES” =1

REALTORS 283-2211

1-800-409-1450

@ 20 First Ave. NE
Oelwem IA

Lou Pirillo 283-1513
Erin Perry 283-4022
Don Jensen

283-1748

save you money!

competitive quote on your
farm insurance.

Butikofer

Insurance L.L.C.
Dave Butikofer
-223 Center St., Elgin

319-426-5306

Stop by our office foday for a

Protect Your Farm —And Feed Your
Livestock At The Same Time

Our FarMate policy not only
provides excellent protec-
tion for your farm, it can also

lated projects. The six counties have
cooperatively implemented a web
page .accessible from
www.visitiowa.org describing the
tourism opportunities available in the
region. And most recently, we have
helped facilitate (and partially fund)
the revision and reprinting of the
visitors guidebook to the six-county
~area, which is hot off the press as we
speak. These two resources have
proven indispensable to folks want-
ing to visit us in this beautiful cor-

ner of Iowa.

The list of projects goes on and
on but one worth special mention
regarding Fayette County is the pos-
sibility for methane recovery from
the Fayette landfill. Methane is pro-
duced as the buried garbage breaks
down and when recovered and used
as an alternative energy source also
prevents the methane from becom-
ing a potent greenhouse gas in the
atmosphere.

And thanks go out to all board
members (espec1ally Marilyn, Bill

-and Dick here in Fayette Co._ our
staff, and all those partner agencies
(such as the Fayette Soil and Water
Conservation District), organiza-
tions, and individuals who have
helped RC&D make things happen.
We are just beginning a planning
process that will include public meet-
ings and participation in all counties
coming up in February and March.
If you are interested in participating
and helping us identify priority work
areas, please call us at the office at
(319) 864-7112

Michael Henderson j joins SWCD staff

Michael Henderson has recently
been hired by the Fayette Soil and
Water Conservation District through
a Water Protection Development
Grant.

The District developed the grant
proposal to obtain funds to study the

water quality of Mink and Grannis

Creeks and to offer land treatment

Mike Henderson
o A\/A‘\/ a A A e

INC.

measures in Grannis Creek water-
shed.

Improving the water quality of
Grannis Creek would be accom-

- plished by a combination of conser-

vation practices and education. The
proposal outlines an intensive scout-
ing program that would be focused
on educating the landowner/opera-

. tor to scout their fields. It would also

facilitate the implementation of on
land conservation efforts w1th1n the
watershed.

This is only the grant proposal
and it would have to receive fund-
ing before this could all be imple-
mented.

“I have been working at Postville
Coop since fall of 1993 as the

~ agronomist. In 1995 I helped bring

in Site Specific Technology to the
Coop. I worked extensively with the
area farmers to show how GPS tech-
nology could work for them.

> GRANGER CONSTRUCTION,

e EARTH MOVING * WATERWAYS °
* PONDS * ROCK HAULING ° BASEMENTS °
* ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATION °

“Before that I was attending
Oklahoma State University where I
received a B.S. in Crop and Soil Sci-
ence in 1990 and a M.S. in
Agronomy in 1993,” says
Henderson. ,

Raised on a large irrigated farm
in the Oklahoma Panhandle which
his Dad and brother are currently op-
erating. Michael married Eva
Meyer, a native of Postville, in 1993
following college graduation for
both. ?

They have three daughters, Sa-
rah (5), Dawn (3), and Leah (7 mos.).
Sarah is attending Kindergarten at
Valley CEW. We live and have a
farm just north of Gunder in Clayton
County. “Water quality and land
conservation has always been impor-
tant to me and I am looking forward
to stepping into the field of resource
conservation = work,”  said
Henderson.

JIM & CAM GRANGER

Yo Help Keep the @iiiLL
ﬂut of the Rir This Winter

Stop in today at F & F, your local
Rheem dealer, and check out the
latest models of gas furnaces,
plus air conditioners for next
summer, and be prepared!

Its Rheem ™

FAMTIIAL

Insurarice sy for Town and Fanm

APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

"Hardware Stores
We're the Problem Solvers!

F & F HARDWARE

ORTHY pLUMBING, HEATING, ELECTRICAL|

GIVE USACALL! FREE ESTIMATES!
Elgin, lowa (319) 426-5144
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201 South Main St.
Elkader, lowa 52043
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PAUL OLSON, Owner
319-245-1948

GET YOUR ()
DIRECTV
DISH FOR

For 1st Time DIRECTV customers!
"NO

.J GIMMICKS!

DIRECTV

Check Out
What You've
Been Missing!

Installation

WAYNE & DELS
Radio Shack

121 N Vine « West Union * Phone 422-5751

businessstrxncecomswaydel

GCOODEYEAR-

Your Complete Service Center

>Tires: auto,

*Trailer Hook-ups %
*Hitches

COMPLETE TRAILER
SALES & SERVICE

*large inventory of trailer parts in stock

10-20th St. SE ¢ Oelwei

Avalon Tire & Service Center Ine.

n, IA 283-4040
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Fayette
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-, TI red of accepting loan rate for
your grain production?
Q ' _
Pattison Bros. has developed a system that enables a producer to
market comn above $2.50 per bushel. Call and ask for names of
customers who have made these sales. We can custom fit a

Personal Marketing Plan that will be unique to your operation.
“ Please call for more information.
N

319-425-3361 or 800-632-5952
~ Clayton 319-964-2651 or 800-562-2824
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_Pattison Bros,

N

SWCD Supporter Club

We would like to thank the follow-

* ing people who generously donated to
the 2000 Soil & Water Conservation
District Supporter Club. Your contri-
butions help support the annual awards
banquet, soil and water stewardship
materials for churches and schools,
scholarship awards for high school se-

niors, teacher workshops, state and na-
tional dues, update computer software,
education field day supplies, and part-
time employees.

Soil and Water Supporter

Ralph Adams, Shirley Bagenstos,
MaryBatterson, Killian Bodensteiner,
Clayton Bonjour, Inez Brown, Roger
Candee, Martha Chapman, Curt
Chensvold, Robert Dietz, Patrick Duffy,
Robert Finch, Dorothy Fisher, Sheldon
Fox, Vincent Gaskill, Ralph Gilmer,
Bernadine ‘Granneman, Galen Griffin,
W.A. Grundmeyer, Theodore Hageman,
Gladys Henry, James Ingels, Norman
Jones, Alfred Kamoss, Lois Kelly, Arlin
Knief, Eldon Knipper, James Lein,
Herman Lenz, Berniece Lincoln,
Howard Meaney, Dorothy Medberry,
MHRM Inc., Marilyn Mihall, Miller
Family Farm, Ralph Moellers, Robert
Musser, W. Harry Naffziger, Merrill
Nerem, Robert Numedahl, Don Oelrich,

Eva Palmer, Harold Popenhagen, Doug

Poppen, James Rasmussen, Leroy
Richards Sr., LaVerne Ries, Ruth
Rummel, Robert G. Scott, Robert Scott,
Marilyn Seedorff, Duane Stickfort,
Philip Stohr, Robert Stone, Richard
Stubenrauch, Nick Teig, Sid Tope, Don
Treloar, Varykino Inc., Berniece Walsh,
Roberta Warner, Vera Winter, George
Woodard Jr., Stephen Zupke

othy Bartels, Robert Bassett, Floyd
Baumgartner, Ferne Bennett, Leonard
Benter, Lorna Bernau, Don Blaker,
Bostroms Super Value, Ruth Brooks,
Brownell Farms, Tammy Brownell,
Wayne Brownell, John Bruihler, Tom
Buresh, Busse Farm, Veryl Burghardt,
Emory Christensen, Citizens Savings
Bank, Tom Claassen, Laird Cine, Ronald
Copp, Thomas Davis, Brian Dunt, Don
Durscher, John Falb, Jeryl Fink,
Veronica Fink, Four Strong Ltd., Paul
Foxwell, Eugene Franzen, Leo Franzen,
Edwin Gage, Darlene Granger, Chuck
Gray, Helen Halstead, Jim Halstead,
Dale Halverson, Roger Halvorson,
Charles Hanson, Brian Harper, Harold
Heins, Randy Helgerson, Eugene Henn,
Paul Hoeger, Raymond Hoeger, Darwin
Hofer, Warren Iliff, Marvin Ingels,
Ritchie Kane, William Kauten, Eva
Kingsland, Elsie Kittleson, Samuel
Koehler, Ben Kremenak, Raymond
Kueker, E.B. Kunkle, Brian Lantzky,

L & H Ranch, Dan Loftus, William
Lusson, D. P. McAllister, John
McFadden, Marian Mclntosh, Edith
Mann, Dwight Maurer, Marsha Mork,

“donations for 2000

Tom Reinert, Helen Roberts,

E. Robinson, Lloyd Robinson, James
Rochford, Dean Rueber, Jon Saboe,
Alfred Schlatter, Henry Schmitt,
Lewayn Schrader, Paul

Schuchmann, Ron Seedorff, Marvin
Seegers, Allan Sloan, Sloan Insurance
Agency, Patricia Smith,

Kenneth Springer, Iola Stannard,

Cyril Steinlage, Steve Story, Robert
Swenson, Eleanor Swent,

Jane Thompson, Donald Vagts,

Keith Valesh

Davey VanDeBerg, Thomas Weston,
Ruth Whiteford, Mike Woltzen, J. R.
Wynthein, Stanley Yeaous

Soil and Water Steward

Alan Albrecht, Jon Andersen, Frank
Baldwin, Donna Barry, Charles
Baumle, Edna Beermann, Roger
Beermann, Ron Beermann, Eddie
Begalske, William Bennett, Wayne
Bergman, Robert Bertch, LuAnn
Berthel, Boess Family Farm, Paul
Boess, C. M. Bowling Farms, Boyer
Tree Farm, Donald Buhr, Elmer Buhr,
Don Bunn, Gary Burger, Burrack
Farms, Bob Campbell, Gerald Cook,
James Cook, Ronald Corbin, Bruce
Crandall, Steve Crider, Sidney Crowe,
James Cue, John Cunningham, Ken-
neth Diemer, D & J Pumping, Dave
Drilling, Dummermuth Farms Inc.,
Richard Egan, Doug Egeland Tiling,
Dan Fagle, Fauser Oil Co. Inc., First
National Bank, Lizabeth Ford, Dan
Forsyth, Raymond Forsyth Farms,
Garlain Farm Acct, Ardith Graf, K. Ted
Green, Leona Gregory, Gladys Grimes,
Gross Low Farms Inc., George Hack-
man, Tom Hamlett, Hawkeye Conser-
vation Club, Tom Hayes, Bert

It. truck, farm | Enclosed. Henderson, Suzanne Henn, Heraty
& Commercial Car, Soil and Water Saver Hudson Farm Acct., Larry Hienes,
«Alignment Flatbed, Vernon Hoffman, Mike Holtz, Rose-
+Struts & Shocks § Stock, J. R. Adams, Lavern Alcorn, Dorline mary Hyman, Chad Ingels, Kyle
-Brat\]kes - A Utility ! Allbee, Marjorie Allenstein, Mark Jacobseq, Violet James,_ Lorraine
*Exhaust & More | & More! Arthur, M. Lane Ash, David Baier, Dor-  Jeckel, Richard Jensen, Phil Kahler,

Robert Kalb, Lynn Kelck, John D.
Kelly, Leslie A. Kleppe, Alice
Koempel, Ron Knudsvig, Dan
Kuennen, Keith Lansing, Leslie Lauer,
Lynch Livestock Inc., Robert
Margroff, Don Martins, Gary Maurer,
Maynard Coop, Maynard Savings
Bank, Kenneth Meyer, Henry Miller,
Jeff Moeller, Randy Mohlis, James
Morf, Rodney Morse, Myron Nagle,
Mark Nelson, Millard Nelson Jr., Dean
Niewoehner, Northeast Iowa Realty,
Carol Nus, Eugene Nuss, Paul Nuss,
Will Ogle, David Palas, Volney Palmer
Est., Harlan Peterson, James Potratz,
Prairie Agri Enterprises, Mike Puff,
Don Rausch Construction, Rausch
Family Inc., Karel Rawson, RC & D,
Carl Recker, Jim Reeder, Robert
Reeder, Reliable Insurance Agency,
Florence Robinson, Dan Rosburg,
Daryl Ruff, Willis Ruff, June Sanders,
James Schmelzer, Luke Schmitt,
Harlan Seedorff, Vernon Shaw, Eu-
gene Sieck, Hans Siemers,

Dick Smith, Noel Smith, George
Steinbronn, Floyd Stensland, Szabo
Construction, Gayle Tellin, Randy

Jim Moss, Janet Mitchell, .Tope, Warren Trotter, Ken/Gerald
John Muench, Leo Mulford, Stanley Vagts, Valley Cooperative, Kenneth
Ney, Ron O’Kones, Owen Ott, Wagner, Robert Wilbur,Joe Wingert,

Herman Peterman, Sidney Peterson,
Clarence Pleggenkuhle, Donald Pliester,
Eldon Polk, Matt Porter,

Dan Winter Jr., Clarion Winzenburg,
Don Woods Trust, Joe Wood, John
Woods



Page 12

Soil Conservation. . . February, 2001

Ogle gets county, state ‘Woodland Owner’ award

In the fall of 1984 Will Ogle
bought 39 acres of land on Bighorn
Road, north of Wadena.

Then a resident of Marion, he
bought the land as a getaway from
his job at Rockwell-Collins in Ce-
dar Rapids.-He didn’t know much
about forestry.

~“I had an interest in an area
where it was hilly and had timber...
not in timber as a product, but as a
recreational area,” said Ogle.

He’s certainly learned a lot.
Ogle was named the 2000 Fayette
County SWCD Woodland Owner of
the Year. Ogle also went on to earn |
honors as the Iowa Woodland
Owner of the Year.

Ogle put together a Woodland
Stewardship plan in 1994 with Gary
Beyer, District Forester from
Charles City. A wildlife area was
created across the road from his
house through the planting of spe-
cific trees and keeping selected trees
which produce foodstuffs.

As far as recreation there, Ogle
has created a trail running through
the woods for friends to use for
mushroom hunting, deer hunting
and turkey hunting — w1th permis-
sion.

He has improved his timber
stand by culling unwanted trees and
pruning and releasing walnut on 33
acres over the past six years.

Ogle also has planted six acres

-to a mixture of walnut and pines. No
harvesting has been conducted, as
Ogle has been working to establish
desirable regeneration before any
harvesting is done.

In recommending Ogle for the
Iowa Woodland Owner of the Year
award, Beyer said:

“Will Ogle has done a nice job
managing his property, but his com-

mitment to promoting forestry t0 Accompanied by hzs dog, Will Ogle heads up a recreational trail on his
others is what makes him excep- fimberland north of Wadena. Ogle is the Fayette
Woodland Owner of the Year.

tional.

Q OELWEIN
< HON DA

Come ride with us
2008 South Frederick, Oelwein %

319-283-2301
The Best Deals on Two Wheels

O

e Sidewalks
* Basements
e Manure Pit
* Hog Bldgs.
* Commercial
e Residential
» Agricultural
* Rock & dirt
hauling
* Backhoe &
finishing
* Fence rows
° Dozer work

245 Lakeview Dr., Clermont

423-5000

& Member of lowa Workforce

BAKER CONCRETE & EXCAVATING

“Will is a graduate of the Mas-
ter Woodland Managers Program,
past chairman and member of the

“Will Ogle has done
a nice job managing his
property, but his
commitment to
promoting forestry to
others is what makes
him exceptional.”
Gary Beyer,
district forester

Northeast Iowa Forest Advisory
Committee, and is a member of the
Woodland Owner’s Association,
Will also assists with the forestry
outdoor classroom for youth every
year in Fayette County.

“Will is truly an ambassador for
forestry. The past six to seven years,
Will has attended field days, assisted
neighbors with forestry projects, and
has served on every forestry-related
committee and organization.

SWCD and Iowa

T

Towa STate Bilk)
B A BT
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Save soil with conservation practices

Save your money with Iowa State Bank
Open 6 Days For Your Banking Convenience

Money Market Savings apy

“His dedication to educating
youth and adults on proper wood-
land management is unending.”

Ogle has participated in many
events in the area. To name a couple,
he has given a soil science presen-
tation to the third graders at the Dick
Jensen farm near West Union and
he’s helped Boy Scout troops plant
trees. Also, Ogle has helped with
teacher education days. i

Mink Creek runs through his
property, providing trout fishing.
And Ogle’s land is adjoined by that
of Louis Christen, who also is a win-
ner of woodland management
awards.

Ogle noted Christen was the
Tree Farmer of the Year in 2000 of
the American Tree Iowa Farm Sys-
tem. It’s the first time that two such
major state award winners also hap-
pen to be next-door neighbors

“Itry to do it myself,” Ogle said
of managing his timber. “It could be
a full-time job, but I get the satis-
faction of doing it myself. That’s part
of why I enjoy it.”

The Iowa Woodland Owner of the Year is presented to Will Ogle.
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Travis Soppe is scholarship winner

A graduate of North Fayette
High School in 2000, Travis Soppe
was awarded the Fayette County
Scholarship for onservation Districts
of Iowa.

Soppe is currently attending
Northeas Iowa Community College
in Calmar. He plans to attend

NICC for two years, then transfer
to Jowa State University-in Ames.
His goal is to get a .bachelor of
arts degree in ag business at Jowa
State. He said farming has influ-
enced him to stay in the agricultural
field of study and also job market.
Soppe said he would like to
work at a local ag-related business
“because farming is getting very
tough. With these bad times we are
going through, I would have a hard

Travis Soppe.

NEW JOHN DEERE
- ROTARY CUTTERS

Soil Conservation. . . February, 2001

time trying to start out farming.”

The son of Ernie and Sheila
Soppe of West Union, Travis has
worked on the family farm — Soppe
Farms — for a number of years. He’s
worked with dairy cattle, beef cattle,
and assisted with planting and har-
vesting crops such as corn, soybeans
and hay. :

Soppe wrote in his scholarship
application, “This has influenced me
very much, because living and
working on a family farm has in-
spired me to stay in agriculture for

Do Something

By Rod Marlatt

I pondered at great length upon
the context of this article. The Fay-
ette County Conservation Board is
involved with many diversified
projects. These include recreation,
environmental education, wildlife
habitat, recycling and solid waste,
groundwater projects, etc..

These are things the public not
only wants, but demands. In my
years of work, I have come to the un-
deniable conclusion. This conclu-
sion is that many people doing small
things can far outweigh the accom-
plishments of a few doing big things.
This is not to encourage those few
to do less. Indeed we need these citi-
zens as leaders in our quest to pre-
serve and enhance our environment
and quality of life.

I believe that we can all DO
SOMETHING to enhance the con-
servation effort on this home we call
earth. :

How much time would it really
take to make a call to your represen-

the rest of my life.”

He also noted the family farm
uses soil and water conservation in
its operation.

At North Fayette High School,
he participated in FFA and held the
offices of secretary and president.
Soppe also was in German Club and
basketball. Soppe regularly helped
with community Dairy Days and its
parade for seven years.

Hobbies and areas of special
interest include farming, hunting,
auto mechanics, four-wheeling and
snowmobiling.

tative regarding an issue you feel
strongly about? How much effort
would it really take to attend a wild-
life fundraiser? There are many
wildlife related organizations that are
working hard to enhance the envi-
ronment we live in. '

I would encourage all of us to
do what we can with what little time
we have in this fast paced world. 1
have a faded document on my wall.
This tattered piece of paper is a
pledge to remind me of why I’m
doing this. It goes like this: I GIVE
MY PLEDGEAS AN AMERICAN,
TO SAVE AND FAITHFULLY TO
DEFEND FROM WASTE THE
NATURAL RESOURCES OF MY
COUNTRY -ITS AIR, SOIL,AND
MINERALS ITS FORESTS, WA-
TERS, AND WILDLIFE.

Remember, “We did not inherit
this land from our parents, we are
merely borrowing it from our chil-
dren.”

I leave we with this thought:

DO SOMETHING
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Equip priority area
receives $180,000

The four northeast Iowa coun-
ties of Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette,
and Winneshiek have been approved
to receive $180,000 in funds to cost
share forestry practices.

The Environmental Quality In-
centive Program (EQIP) is a feder
ally funded cost share program to
protect natural resources. The four
Northeast Iowa counties have an
approved EQIP priority area to pro-
vide cost share to do forest manage-
ment practices such as: tree plant-
ing, timber stand improvement, and
livestock exclusion. The priority

. entitled, "Northeast Iowa Private

Forestlands" is in the fourth year of
funding. This year's allocation is
$180,000.

The priority area was approved
based on the interest of landowners

- to install forestry management prac-

tices, the unique resources in North-
east and the proximity of the forest-
lands to the unique resources.

The EQIP has given landown-
ers a tool to manage the forestlands
and reduce the pressure to convert
or utilize forestlands for short eco-
nomic gains such as clearing for
cropland or grazing livestock. Land-
owners are approved for cost share
based on a set of environmental fac-
tors that are designed to direct the
cost share funds to protect the most
environmentally sensitive areas with
the most cost effective forestry man-
agement practice. -

For more information contact
your local USDA Service Center or
the Jowa DNR District Forester that
serves your county.

What will be the legacy you leave for your children?
Conservation saves soil, and in so doing, saves the future
of farming. What better gift to give to your children.

First National Bank salutes the conservation efforts
of area farmers, who keep agriculture thriving in lowa.
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» Available in 5- to 14-foot
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preventing water
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Iowa still a national leader in no-till and conservation tillage

Results from a field survey con-
ducted in 2000 show that Iowa still
leads the nation in the use of no-till
and conservation tillage.

According to results of the 2000
Crop Residue Management Survey
released earlier this winter by the
Conservation Technology Informa-
tion Center (CTIC), Iowans used
conservation tillage on 13.9 million
acres this year, more than 60 percent
of the total cropped acreage in the
state. This is an increase of more
than 2 million acres from 199. No-
till use went up as well. Farmers
reported no-till use on 5 million acres
in 2000, an increase of 30 percent
from the 3.8 million acres recorded
in 1998.

- “CTIC results show that lowans,
are in fact, continuing to do their part
to reduce erosion on farmlands,”
says Leroy Brown, State Conserva-
tionist for the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
(NRCS) in Iowa NRCS, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s lead
conservation agency, assists CTIC in
conducting the semi annual tillage
survey. Information collected from
each county in the United States is
used to analyze trends of various till-
age systems.

“Conservation tillage and no-till
have come a long way in Iowa'in the
last ten years,” says Brown. “It was
good to see that the 2009 results fol-
lowed the same upward trend we’ve
seen all decade.” According to
Brown, since 1990, the total num-
ber of acres in conservation tillage
has almost doubled and no-till acre-
age has increased by 800 percent.

Conservation tillage is the prac-
tice of leaving stalks and other resi-
dues from the current year’s crop on
the surface of the soil after harvest
to protect the soil from rain and wind
until the next year’s crop can pro-
tect it. Conservation tillage leaves
30 percent or more residue on the
ground after planting, and is the

umbrella term often used to describe

no-till, mulch till and ridge till sys-
tems.

National Perspectlve

Iowa leads the nation in mulch
till acreage, with 8.7 million acres.
Minnesota follows as a far second
with 4.9 million acres, followed by
Illinois, 4.3 million acres, Montana,
3.6 million acres, and Nebraska, 3.3
million acres.

Iowa ranks second in the nation

«in no-till with 5.1 million acres. Illi-

nois leads the country with 6.9 mil-
lion acres. Indiana ranks third with

CUSHION

Plumbing, Heating & Electric
Maynard (319) 637-2496 4

4.9 million acres, followed by Ohio

with 3.4 million acres, and Nebraska
with 3.4 million acres.

Hot pockets in the State

In Iowa, eight counties reported
more than 100,000 acres of no-till
corn and soybeans each. Together
these eight counties, the majority of
which are located in the southwest
corner of the state, totaled 1.1 mil-
lion acres, or 21 percent of the state’s
total no-till acreage (5.1 million
acres). Pottawattamie led the state
with 216,520 acres, followed by
Cass, 143,062 acres; Marshall,
133,730 acres; and Shelby, 123,320
acres. Other strong no-till produc-
tion was found in Jasper, 116,520
acres; Clinton, 113,724 acres; Page,
106,314, acres; and Audubon, 106,
056 acres.

Fourteen Iowa counties reported
more than 225,000 acres of conser-
vation tillage on corn and soybeans
“each, which represented more than
25 percent (3.5 million acres) of the
to total conservation corn/soybean
tillage acreage in the state (13.7 mil-
lion acres). Many of the leading con-
servation tillage counties are located
in north central Iowa. Pottawattamie
led the state again with 323,697
acres; followed by Pocahontas,
300,322 acres; Calhoun, 286,706
acres; Kossuth, 275,645 acres;
Franklin, 257,397 acres; and
Crawford, 256,390 acres. Other
counties that recorded more than
250,000 acres each include Sioux,
Marshall, Boone, Butler, Buena
"Vista, Webster, Cedar and O’Brizn.

Continuous CRP sign-up 22+
offers upfront bonus payments,
higher incentives for installation,
wider strips, and increased mainte-
nance rates on some practices. (Pro-
gram available since April, 2000)

Signing Incentive Payment of $100.
to $150 per acre (most practices)

* Receive $10/acre per full year
for field windbreaks (CPSA), water-
ways (CP8A), shelterbelts (CP16A),
living snow fence (CP17A) filter
strip, (CP21), and rlparlan buffer
(CP22).

* Contract length is 10-15 years.
Practice Incentive Payment equal
to 40 % of installation cost

* One-time incentive applies to
the total eligible cost of practice in-
stallation.

* Applies to all continuous sign-
up practices.

20% wider maximum on filter
strips and riparian buffers

*Filter strips and riparian buff-
ers must be next to and parallel to
perennial or seasonal streams, ponds,
lakes and certain defined wetlands.

Buffer Conservation Practices and
CP numbers

Conservation buffers are strlps
or areas of land in permanent veg-
etation that help landowners reduce
pollution and achieve other objec-
tives. Here’s a list and description
of some of the main practices ap-
proved for the continuous CRP sign-
up:

* Riparian Buffers (CP22)-
Streamside plantings of trees, shrubs
and grasses that can intercept con-
taminants from both surfacewater
and groundwater before they reach
a stream and help restore damaged
streams.

* Filter Strips (CP21)- Strips
of grass used to intercept or trap field
sediment, nutrients, organics, pesti-
cides and other potential pollutants
before they reach a body of water

* Grassed Waterways (CP8A)-

Strips of grass seeded in areas of
cropland wherée water concentrates
or flows off a field. While they are
primarily used to prevent gully ero-
sion, waterways can be combined
with filter strips to trap contaminants
or filed sediment.

* Shelterbelts/Field Wind-
breaks (CP16A)- A row or rows of
trees, shrubs or other plants used to
reduce wind erosion, protect young
crops and control blowing snow.
Shelterbelts also provide excellent
protection from the elements for
wildlife, livestock, houses and farm
buildings. Field windbreaks‘are
similar to shelterbelts, but are located

tained, they have the capacity :

* remove up to 50 percent or more
of nutrients and pesticides.

* remove up to 60 percent or more
of certain pathogens.

* protect people, crops, livestock,
wildlife, buildings, and roads from
" wind-blown soil and snow.

* slow erosion and remove up to
80 percent of sediment from runoff
waters.

An unprotected field took a beg rom rain in tsprmg " 2000.

After the water recedes top soil is deposited at the bottom of the field

and in near by ditches and streams.

along crop filed borders or within the
field itself.

* Contour Grass Strips
(CP15A)- Narrow bans of perennial
vegetation established across the
slope of a crop field and alternated
down the slope with wider strips of
crops. Properly designed and main-
tained contour grass strips can reduce
soil erosion, minimize transport of

sediment and other waterborne con- |

taminants and provide wildlife habi-
tat. Field borders may be inclined
with contour grass strips if needed
as an integral component of a con-
tour buffer strip system.

Benefits of Buffers

Conservation buffers are installed
along streams or in uplands--within
crop fields, at field edges, or outside a
field. Properly installed and main-

Relax.
Its Rheem”

Rich fertil soil, clean air, and abundant clear water...

At Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperatlve the power we dlstnbute is
made right, with respect for the land, air and water.

Al of us tend to enjoy history from a distance of about 100 years. We

~ want the convenience of modern living provided by electricity, but must
leave antique thinking behind. We continue to move toward technology
that will meet our needs without harm to our environment.

Our customers can choose to participate in the Evergreen Power
Program, purchasing electricity produced using the latest in wind genera-
tion technology. We offer our customers a choice with respect for the
environment and that's my idea of respect for the land.

Allamakee-Clayton
Electric Go-0p, Inc.

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative m

228 W Greene St. * PO Box 715 © Postville, 1A 52162
319-864-7611 www.acrec.com 1-888-788-1551

Servmg the changing needs of more than 8,500 customers in Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette,
Winneshiek, Chickasaw, Bremer, Delaware and Dubugue counties.

Sarah D. Lopez
Allamakee-Clayton Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
Board of Directors
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Stewarts . are SWCD’s ‘Owner-Operators of the Year’

It should come as no surprise
that Matt and Diana Stewart of
Oelwein were named the SWCD
Owner-Operators of the Year for
2000.

The family has a strong history
in soil and water conservation.
Diana said, “Matt’s grandfather was
big on soil conservation -- real big.”

His grandfather, Alfred Stewart
served as state president of the
SWCD Commissioners in the
1960s. So the ethic of soil and wa-
ter conservation has been there from
the.start. - ,

Matt and Diana farm 380 acres
in southern Fayette County, just east
of Oelwein. They started farming in

-a partnership with Matt’s father in
1978. In 1995, the partnership was
dissolved and purchased by the

- couple.

- The Stewarts milk 110 Holstein
and Jersey dairy cows, and feed 12
beef cows, 15 steers and 130 Hol-
stein heifer calves. .

Their family helps a lot with the
farmwork. The Stewarts have five
children: Jared, a sophomore at [owa
State University; Lindsey, a junior

in high school; Michael in seventh
grade; Dan in fourth grade; and
Katie, 4. 3

Matt is a firm believer in soil
conservation. They started rotational
grazing in 1994. Their goal was to
get into a program that was more
profitable and better for the soil. Of
their 345 tillable acres, 260 acres are
in rotational grazing

“The decision was to try to de-

termine and demonstrate that grass-.

based farming was as profitable or
more profitable than row crop farm-
ing,” Matt said.

The program has met with suc-
cess. Matt also uses areas of his farm

for test plots for the Practical Farm-

ers of Towa, known as PFI.

-« “We’ve done trials on pasture
establishment, warm season grasses,
water quality, supplemental feeding

of dairy cattle on pasture, growth

rates of Holstein heifers in rotational
grazing, and experimental grasses,”
Matt said. :

He described one eianiple of

one trial for PFI: when the corn is
growing in June, leaf samples have

‘been tested to see how much nitro-

gen is present. _

The Stewarts have hosted at
least one field day per year the past
seven years. Those attending include

" other farmers, extension people
learning about grazing systems, and

government agency employees.
The concern about saving soil
also reaches to the small amount of
ground that is row cropped by the
Stewarts. Matt enrolled the land in

the CRP filter strip program. He be-
lieves with filter strips and rotational
grazing, his loss of soil is very mini-
mal. Even with the heavy rains of
1999, Matt said he has seen very
little soil loss on the grazed farms.

_ As a family, the Stewarts are
very active in the Jowa Holstein
Association. They will be helping
with Junior Holstein activities when
Iowa hosts the Holstein national
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convention June 27-30 in Cedar
Rapids. ;

Diana and Matt have received
other awards, including the Iowa
Holstein Association’s Outstanding
Young Breeders Award in 1994, and
the Iowa Forage & Grassland Out-

standing Producer Award. They also

serve on the Iowa Forage & Grass-

- land Council.

Matt and Diana Stewart are seen at the computer they use on their farm
near Oelwein. They were the Fayette County SWCD Owner-Operator of
the Year award winners for 2000. : '
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‘ www.unionplanters.com .
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Waterway Fabric Machine

In October of 2000, the Fayette
SWCD purchased a fabric laying
machine which is-available to rent.
Itis used to help establish waterways.

The machine installs a 36-inch fab-

ric vertically across the center one

~ half of the waterway. One to two

feet of the fabric is huried with the
balance above the ground. This.is a
very effective way of protecting the

. new waterway until the seeding is *

well established.

The SWCD furnishes the ma-
chine, fabric, and one person while
the customer furnishes a 100 horse-

| available for use in 2001

power tractor with hydraulics, anda
person fo operate the tractor Please
contact William Bennett at
(319)426-5232 or the office at
(319)422-3868 Ext. 3 to get your
name on the list for the use of this
conservation tool.

Last fall the Fayette SWCD
demonstrated the fabric machine at
the Maquoketa River Headwater
Council Field Day. Several land-
owners installed fabric in 2000. The
SWCD believes that providing this
machine is another way to assist
people in protecting our soil and
water resources.

The fabric layer machine is available for rent.

‘Johnﬂ Falh (319) 422 5353

John Falb Co.

Leo I.ehman (319) 426 5399  WEST UNION, IA (319) 422-3801 or TOLL FREE 1-800-373-3801

If You’re Flshlng for Your Next Repair,

- We at Sumner Implement are dedicated to ALL-makes |
~ equipment repair. We have 12 qualified technicians, and
extended store hours for your convenience.

We can repair: ALL John Deere Equipment =
Case-IH Tractor-Combines Store Hours:
Duetz Tractors 7:30-9:00
Knize Planters & Ag Equipment Mon.-Fri.
White Planters 7:30-5:00
Vermeer Balers
- Belarus Tractors & Many More! e

then Stop in at:
Sumner
Implement

We also specialize in all Air Conditioning System Repairs
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We also offer high quality parts at bottom line prices
for all makes equipment

Sumner Implement

1414 W 1st, Sumner « 578-5115 or 1-800-435-7541

“A Family Tradition for Over 85 Years”
“FRIENDLY COURTEOUS SALESMEN TO HELP”

DnnisSchefr (319 451485
Gurtis Hack (319)422:001
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A vision ior Iowa’s private lands

Guest commentary by Leroy Brown, State Conservationist USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

A little more than 30 years ago,
a futurist predicted a number of the
technological advances we now have
in 2001. ButIdon’t remember many
predictions of fencerow-to fencerow
farming in the 70’s to be followed
by extreme agricultural hardship in
the 80’s to be followed by some of
our country’s strongest conservation
efforts in the 90’s. .

So, while we now have comput-
ers that talk, we also have cleaner
water. On Iowa’s farmlands, there’s
more food and shelter for nature’s

creatures. Better pasturelands, high- '

yielding croplands, renewed forest-
lands, and restored wetlands - that’s
the direction of lowa agriculture. It’s
a direction the people of Iowa want
- a future with a strong agrlculture
that produces food and fiber in a
healthy environment.

If you think about it, it is the di-
rection our society must go to sus-
tain ourselves. Our working land,

the privately owned land that pro--

‘duces most of our food and fiber, is
also the same land that provides habi-
tat for our fish and wildlife, filters
our water and helps purify our ait
Seventy percent of the. Ameri-
can landscape is in private hands.
That figure jumps to more than 90
percent in Jowa. We are increasingly
becoming an urban society, even in
Towa, but our natural resource base
and our environment is critically
linked to the health of our private,
rural Jand. Every time we buy a loaf
of bread take a drink of water, and
watch a flock of geese head south,
we are reminded that private land is
interwoven into our daily lives. Al-
most 90 percent of the rain and snow
that eventually makes its way to us
for our use as water falls first on pri-
vate land, and about three-fourths of
our wildlife habitat is on private land.
While the movement to take bet-
ter care of natural resources never
seems to occur fast enough, the signs
are evident that a trend has begun.
In the next ten years, the NRCS vi-
sion is that private landowners will
continue to make voluntary deci-
sions to take ever better care of the
land. They will continue to convert
fragile, unproductive soils to grass

or trees while they produce record
crops on the best of the land. Iowa’s
conservation farmers will also con-
tinue the trend to restore, rather than
drain, wetlands.

The bald eagle, river otter, blue-
bird, wild turkey, peregrine falcon,
Giant Canada goose, trumpeter
swan, rainbow trout and other spe-
cies will continue their dramatic

. comebacks in the next 10 years.

That’s because they will be aided by
conservation agencies and organiza-
tions as well as the thousands of land-
owners who will provide the food,
shelter, and other habitat they need.
An increased availability of a mix
of education efforts, public and pri-
vate incentives, and technologigal
improvements will help Iowa con-
tinue its status as a national leader in
resource conservation on private
lands.

Research, education, and new
technology can turn our current
problems with livestock manure into
a viable part of an economically,
environmenta#y sound system of
farming in the near future. Livestock
manure, long seen as animal waste,
will be recognized and treated as a
valuable resource. It will be used
only in the amount and at the time

crops can best use it; managed with

commercial fertilizers, it will pro-
duce higher crop yields than any in
this century.

Towa farmers and the conserva-

- tion community are already national

leaders in establishing conservation
buffers, restoring wetlands, -using
conservation tillage methods, and
overall care of working agricultural
land. The many partnerships and
strong conservation ethic that have
propelled lowa into national leader
ship in resource conservation will
gain more support as public and pri-
vate conservation efforts continue to
expand. Water quality monitoring
and state cost-sharing programs for
use of best management practices
will expand throughout the next 10
years. _
Finally, the stage will be set for
a society in Iowa that makes sound
decisions about resource protection
for years to come as environmental

Leroy Brown'* .
education programs are begun in
Towa that touch every student, as part
of the state’s focus on. better educa-
tion for our children.

As the nation’s lead technical
agency on natural resource care of
private lands for more than 60 years,
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) looks forward to
helping lowans take more steps for-

“ward.

With an office in every county
in Towa, our mission is to give on-
site help to farmers and other land-
owners through conservation dis-
tricts. We will continue to work
closely with the Iowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship’s
Division of Soil Conservation and
the many other conservation and
farm agencies and groups dedicated
to improving private lands.

‘When we look®back in 10 years,

- we will see the positive conservation
‘marks on the land from our com-

bined efforts. We will see thousands
of acres of measures including con-

tour stripcropping, terracing, conser- -

vation buffers, conservation tillage,

wetlands restoration, and grass and

tree planting. We’ll have less soil:
erosion, better water quality, im-
proved wildlife habitat, a healthier
economy, and an improved quality
of life for both farmers and non-

- farmers. And we will have the satis-
faction of knowing we did the best .

we could to take care of our-part of
the world in the short time we have
on this earth.

Custom Farm Work
Bulldozing

Tiling

Terracing

Scraper Work
Farm Ponds
Waterways

Lime Spreading
Basement Excavation
Rock & Dirt Hauling

CALL 31 9-422-5430 WEST UNION

LESLIE R. LAUER_& SONS

SINCE 1948

Jowa one of six
chosen for pilot pre

A new Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) practice will soon be
available; Iowa was chosen as one
of the six states for the pilot initia-
tive for wetlands. Landowners will
be able to enroll small wetland areas
and ad_Lacent buffers in the contmu-

ous signup of CRP. The USDA has

set acreage caps-a maximum of
500,000 acres that can be entered
into the program within the six states
in the pilot region, and a maximum

. of 150,000 acres in each state.

There will be tough competition
for these acres. We want Fayette
County landowners to have all re-
sources needed to make informed
decisions and to be ready to enroll
as soon as the signup begins. We
want to assure that every Fayette
County landowner that is interested
in and is eligible for the program, has

“an opportunity to enroll in the pro-

gram..

Final program rules will be out
in 2001. Wetland areas may be 5
acres or less. Adjacent buffers may
be up to an additional 15 acres (three
times the wetland acres) or the cur
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rent width limit (150 feet) on either
side, whichever is greater. . Total
acreage of wetland and adjacent
buffers per tract will be 40 acres.

Cropped wetlands must have
been cropped in at least 3 of the past
10 years in-order to be eligible for
the program. Contracts will likely
be 10-15 years in length. Rental rates
will likely be the CRP continuous
signup rates plus incentive payments
consistent with those available for
riparian buffers and filter strips.

Hydrology must be restored to .
the wetlands, as determined techni-
cally feasible by NRCS, and vegeta-
tive cover must be established. Farm
Service Agency cost share for resto-
‘ration activities is currently avail-
able.

Incidental (after-harvest) graz-
ing will be allowed as part of glean-
ing adjacent cropland. However
there will be a payment reduction for
incidental grazing.

By Don Carpenter
County Executive Director
Fayette County FSA Office

PRAGTICE CONSERVATION
Wapsie Valley Creamery

inc.
300 10th St. N.E.

independence,

IA 334-7193

Don Rausch & Sons
Construction

the-farm construction needs.
We are also proud to assist in the efforts toward
proper soil conservation and protecting our
resources for the future.

can take care of your on-
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- NRCS partners with N.E.
Ia. Dairy Foundation

By Jim Ranum
The Northeast Jowa Commu-
nity-Based Dairy Foundation was
founded to assist citizens of North-
east Iowa capture dairy industry op-
portunities, and to apply appropriate
technologies and production systems
designed to fit the unique landscapes
of the region. A function of the foun-
dation is to expand extended and
continuing educational opportunities
to meet the specialized needs of dairy
producers and the service industry.
The initiative has constructed a dairy
education and applied research cen-
ter, which will provide educational
- opportunities and training. Training
on alternative production systems,
environmental protection, and land=
scape enhancement are important
functions of the foundation. A graz-
ing herd is planned to be in place for
the 2002-grazing season. Through
the Environmental Quality Incentive
(EQIP) educational assistance pro-
gram the Natural Resource Conser

vation Service has partnered with the

Northeast Iowa Community-Based
Dairy Foundation to help demon-
strate grazing principles to students,
producers and dairy support agri-
businesses. Jim Ranum, NRCS
Grassland Conservationist, will
serve as the NRCS liaison for the
agreement. Mr Ranum notes that
the funds provided by the NRCS will

be used to give interested parties an -

opportunity to view conservation
practices. Fencing alternatives, im-
proved livestock lanes, watering al-
ternatives including a nose pump,
spring development and above

Cash Flow Report

ground waterlines will be demon-
strated. Other demonstrations will
include pasture plantings, brush con-
trol, and a stream crossing.

Mr. Ranum notes, “In a time
when it is more and more difficult
for young families to start up or take
over existing dairy farms, we need
to demonstrate an alternative method
for a young person to enter the in-
dustry.” Techniques that will be
demonstrated with the grazing herd

“will help producers more efficiently

utilize small areas of land for larger
numbers of cattle. Mr. Ranum ex-

plains, “We want to demonstrate

ways dairy producers can do this, not
only to keep cost down, but also to
reduce sediment and nutrient load-
ing of nearby streams and rivers.
Environmental quality can be en-
hanced with an economical, produc-
tive grass based dairy operation.”
Northeast Iowa Dairy Founda-
tion will start by seeding 50 acres of
cropland to improved forages for
dairy production and start building
the infra structure for the grazing
herd this year. Pasture walks field
days, and the curriculums will pro-
vide grass-based dairy education to
at least 50 students per year as well
as the general public. The partner-

ship helps both parties move forward-

with their goals. It also helps keep
Northeast Iowa up to date with the
latest in grazing science as it relates
to dairy production. :

7/1/99 Through 6/30/00
5 711/99-
Category Description 6/30/00
INFLOWS
Deposit © 54,935.97
Interest Inc 679.18
TOTAL INFLOWS 55,615.15
OUTFLOWS
Arcview Software 967.87
Awards Banquet 347.00
Check Order 16.25
Commissioner 3,056.96
Dues 1,300.00
Education 315.00
Field Day 541.70
Memorial 75.00
Miscellaneous 124.07
Office Supplies 955.94
Payroll 15,456.97
Postage 1,426.61
Sales Tax 806.59
Scholarship 500.00
Service Charge 10.45
Soil Stewardship 52181 age
Tax:
Federal FICA 4,591.53
IPERS . 880.26
State 504.00
State Unemployment 135.36
TOTAL Tax 6,111.15
Trees 8,918.66
Water Quaility 6,740.00
Wildflowers 1,5652.15
TOTAL OUTFLOWS 49,744.18
OVERALL TOTAL 5,870.97

Harlan Anderson

Why I terraced

By Richard Jensen .

During the early 1860’s when
Fayette County was just a scattered
population of primarily farmers and
shop keepers, their livelihood was
essentially dependent on the soil.
These newcomers to our county
worked very hard to clear the land

and build the farms and shops they -

needed. They depended upon on
another during times of need. Crop
failures or bad luck could bring a
family desperate haidship at any
time. When a family was “down and
out” a neighbor who was “better off””
would take the family in. Often the
children, if there were any, were

. “farmed” out for the labor they could

provide. This plan worked well for
a few years but by 1868 the number
of poor people outgrew this system.
The board of supervisors, 20 town-
ship trustees- one from each township,
decided if the county bought land and
constructed a large house, barns and
sheds and provided machinery, tools
and livestock, the poor and deranged
could be housed and operate the farm
at profit to the County.

A farm consisting of 283 acres

was purchased for $2,214.00 and the

“house, barn and other buildings con-

structed at a cost of $3,826.00. The
farm was equipped with farm ma-
chinery, tools and livestock. By
1878, 25 residents lived and sus-
tained themselves on the farm. The
“poor farm” concept grew in scope
and size for many years allowing the
residents to” produce and process
their own crops..

Fayette County’s “poor farm”

‘The county farm of Fayette County

set an example for the state by using
the most modern farming methods.
Fine dairy cattle, horses, hogs-and
chickens were fed with grain and hay
grown in the fields and processed by.
the residents. By 1977 the farm grew
to 548 acres and 80 residents, how-
ever they were forced to discontinue
the livestock and crop production
and processing. Thus ending an era
that befittingly met the County’s
needs for some time.

The County still owns land.
Each year it is rented out to the high-
est bidder. All land is subject to ero-
sion and must be farmed accordingly

Therefore our local NRCS
has developed an extensive
plan to control soil erosion, includ-
ing 30,850’ of contour buffers, 7,350

of field borders, 12,700’ of water-

“ways. With the help of fish and wild-
‘life funding, 2 shallow water struc-

tures have been constructed to attract
geese and other shore birds. Ap-
proximately 50 acres of trees, shrubs,
native grasses and wildflowers have
been planted. The sum of all these
practices benefits area wildlife, soil
and water quality and our very ex-
istence.

The County farm has been serv-
ing the needs for County residents
for 155 years. Thanks to the Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service,
County Conservation Board, Road-
side Management and the Extension
Service the farm now also serves as
wildlife refuge and rental income for
the County.

» ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2000

Practice Number Acres/Feet
Contour Buffer Strips 1,733 ac.
Conservation Applied 7,604 ac.
Conservation Planned 9,358 ac.
Conservation Tillage 3,399 ac.
Contour Farming 3 2 140 ac.
Customers Assisted 1,662
Forest Stand Improvement 277 ac.
Manure Systems Planned 1
Total Assistance#8*Customers 3,422
Grassed Waterways 13 52 ac.
Ponds 2
Shallow Water Structures 6
Terraces 22,375 ft.
Tree & Shrub Plantings 362 ac.
Upland Habitat Management 7,166 ac.
Water & Sediment Control Basin 1
Wetlands Restored 12 ac. .
Conservation Reserve Program

General CRP -#20 97 . 4,056 ac.
Continuous CRP - #21 113 671 ac.
-#22 150 885 ac.
= : - #23 33 235 ac.
Total CRP Contracts 1,348
Total CRP Acres 21,448 ac.

By Harlan Anderson

My farming operation started
Feb. 14,1970 with 22 dairy cows and
later added 16 sows, farrow to fin-
ish. Two years later, in 1972, I bought
235 acres and increased the dairy

herd to 33 cows, rented more land

and upgraded the building site with
a new silo and machine shed.

I was in partnership with my
brother Elvin, renting 370 acres of
land, since I purchased another 200
acres. Now I own 435 acres and rent
630 acres in which I raise 562 acres
of corn, 363 acres of beans, 100 acres
of hay, and 40 acres of oats.

. Conservation practices I use are;

contouring, contour buffer strips,

waterways, terraces, and mulch till-

Over the past two years, I ter-
raced a farm that was farmed comn
and beans, no seeding down of any
grass. The long gentle slopes were
eroding bad. I thought of grass wa-
terways but with waterways I've ex-
perienced ditches running down both
sides of the grassed waterway. With
cost-share through SWCD, it made .
possible for me to terrace this farm
to help prevent the ditches from
washing. Now there is no washing
and no silt down at the bottom of the
field or in the road ditch.

-
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Burrach honored with 'Windbreak' aivard e , _,

“Many, many years ago, I used
to work for the Soil Conservation de-
partment in West Union,” explains
Jerry Burrack when asked how he
became interested in conservation.

“I was not involved so much
with trees then, but with conserva-
tion in farming practices such as strip
contouring.

"It was then I saw the real ben-
efit to preventing soil erosion. With
modern farming today and not many
fences anymore, we need to do
something to protect our wildlife and
to protect our soil,” he noted.

The windbreak for which
Burrack received the Izaak Walton
League Windbreak award was
planted in 1979.

Using trees purchased from
Oelwein Landscaping, it consists of
28 arborvitae and 24 Black Hill
spruce. _ :

Burrack’s wife, Mary, helped
with the planting and during the
summer months helps maintain the
acreage they live on just east of

NRCS Field Office staff includes front (LtoR) -Jerry Muff , LaVonne Koch, Lori Kohlmeyer Back-Tom
Sperfslage and Alan Crowe. Absent from photo Joe Wingert and Mike Henderson.

Maynard on Highway 150.

In the first year of establishing
the windbreak, the Burracks used a
granular chemical in a 2' diameter
circle around each tree. In subsequent
years, the windbreak was mowed

- weekly. _
" Burrack mows along the ditches

and in places where “there aren’t too
many trees” using his Ferguson trac-

-~ tor with a 72-inch deck, while Mary

mows around the windbreak using
their John Deere with a 60-inch deck.

When the get an occasional
pocket gopher, the animals are
trapped.

Burrack is an avid collector of
old tractors, having eight in all. He
also loves to fly and shoot aerial pho-
tos of their land.

The Burracks also own two acres
of land south of their home, which

-~ are strictly planted to trees. Burrack

explains 913 seedlings were planted
by machine on these acres in 1993,
consisting of various pine and spruce.

. At the time, Jon Steege, of Fayette

County Conservation, supervised the

* plantin. On his advice, the trees were

planted close together because “nor-
mally one loses about half of the trees
the first year,” Burrack said.

“Well, if you recall,” stated §

Burrack, “1993 was a year of heavy

rain and we didn’t lose hardly any, |

not even five percent, so now we will
have to go in and cut some out.”
Somewhat amazed, he remarked,
“The trees are so tight you can’teven
walk between them.”

Last year, Burrack and his wife
bought another farm adjacent to their
land and have already implemented
new conservation practices on it.

First thing last spring, on the
three acres alongside the creek, he
planted a filter strip of switch grass.

“It will help prevent erosionand -
again, it’s good for the wildlife,” said
Burrack.

@

FDId

Congratulations
Jerry & Mary Burrack

73 Years of Service to the Hawkeye Area!

Citizens Savings Bank |

)

Phone 427-3255  Hawkeye, Iowa e-mail: csbank@nefins.net
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| erry & Mary Burrack in front of their windbreak.

Farms * Homes * Acreages * Commercial

Clermont Township: 119 Acres
Dover Township: 120 Acres
Westfield Township: 195 Acres
lllyria Township: 223.89 Acres
Dover Township: 128.8 Acres
Westfield Township: 32 Acres
Marion Township (Clayton Co.): 40 Acres

105 Lincoln Court: 2 story, 4BR, 2-1/2 bath
312 North Vine Street: 1 story, 2BR, 1 bath
102 North Oak Street: 1 story, 2BR, 1 bath
401 North Pine Street: 3BR ranch w/basement garage
253 S Walnut Street: 2BR, basement garage
214 S Walnut Street: 3BR, 1-1/2 bath, 1 car garage

FAYETTE
306 Mechanic Street: 1,168 si. ft, 3 BR, 1-1/2 bath

900 Switch Street: 1 story, 3 BR, 1 bath
308 Franklin Street: cute 2 BR, immediate possession

HAWKEYE
222 E Main Street: 840 si. ft., 2 BR, 1 bath

414 Larrabee Street; Beautiful brick home 3BR
WADENA

-324 N Mill Road: 1,346 si. ft., 4BR

25343 Johnson Mill Road: 3BR, 2 bath

ACREAGES

21203 Neon Rd.: 4 acres, 4BR home, several outbuildings
8186 Filmore Road: 1.02 acres, 4BR, 2 bath, 1601 sq. ft.
401 E Burger Street: 1,096 sq. fit house, 3.5 acre lot, 4BR, 1 bath

Peacock Mobile Home Park, Fayette: 404 Wadena Rd.,
25 lots on 3.47 acres, city water & sewer.
Hartman Building, 140 S Main, Fayette: 2 story brick
Valley Market, 73 Mill St.: 4,500 sq. ft.

Old Times Inn Tavern & Bar: 304 Mill St.: 2,090 sq. ft.

Northeast lowa Realty

Steve Heyer & Jay Jensen, Brokers,

Leanne Cline, Broker Associate
Jerry Kelly, Bill Bouska & Roberta Jones, Sales Associates

117 South Vine, W.Union (3 19)422-3285
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SWCD Highlights from the year 2000

July 1999

°  SWCD received $3,000 for the
IM Allocation.

e  SWCD received $43,663 for
the Iowa Financial Incentive Pro-
gram (IFIP) Allocation.

* Bennett and Wingert com-
pleted the audit of all financial
records associated with the District
Revolving Fund. all records were
accurate to date and a copy of the
audit report was sent to the Divi-
sion of soil Conservation.

¢ The IM Allocation Contract
and budget and Spending Plan were -
approved.

* Seventeen applications in
Fayette County were accepted for
the Flood Plain Easement Program.

August 1999

» Eric Palas, Ensign Hollow II
Project Coordinator, reviewed the
ongoing activities in the
weatershed.

*  SWCD approved funding for
two teachers to attend the Food,
Land and People Workshop.

*  Dan schmitt and Don Durscher
were hired as temporary employ-
ees to assist with CRP check out.

* Five projects were approved
under the EQIP program.

PREGISELY
WHAT
YOU

EXPECT

Introducing a perfect pair for planting
precision — the seed singulation of the
Advanced Seed Meter (ASM) plus the
proven placement of the Early Riser®

from Case.IH.

Maximum precision for maximum

- ‘yields. This all-new vacuum-type design
of the ASM delivers consistent in-row
seed spacing and improved population
control...even at higher ground speeds.
Thanks to large-diameter seed discs -
and patented singulator spools, you
get individual seed selection for -
accurate results row after row.

CASE CREDIT
Bringing people and product together.

©1998 CASE CORPORA‘i‘I'
Visit Case’s Web Site at htt
Case IH and Case Creditare reg|

CBSECOIP com

ALL-NEW 1200 SERIES PLANTERS

row unit on the new 1200 Series Planters

Want your pléhter ready for spring?
Schedule a 57 point planter inspection today!

Postville Implement, Co.

12344 US. Hwy 18 » Postville, IA 52162
319-864-3124

rademarks of Case Corporation.

* Sub-Area Cooperative Agree-
ment was approved.

September 1999 .

® The 8th Annual Education
Field Day was held for 413 Fayette
County Third Grade Students.

* Paul Nuss was appointed as
commissioner to fill a vacancy.

e Ken and Doris Wagner were

named one of Iowa’s Centruy Con-

servation Farmers at the Jowa Farm -

Progress Show in Middle Amana.

. Grazing workshop was held at

Lanesboro, MN.

* EQIP Forestry and Grassland
meeting was held.

¢ The Annual Conference was
held in Des Moines.

* The Annual RC & D barbeque
was held in Postville.

* Annual Farm Bureau Banquet

was held in Fayette. S Jon Grimes
was awarded the SWCD Conser-
vation Owner/Operator of the Year
Award.

October 1999

e SWCD received $1,5000 ion
supplemental IM funding.

* SWCD requested and received
$25,947.50 in supplemental REAP

Forestry/Practices.

gL

Simply accurate. A positive drive trans-
mission with 120 rates offers complete
control with any crop — from corn and
cotton to sugarbeets and sunflowers.
And the simple, low-maintenance design
of the ASM and Early Riser row unit
means lasting reliability and easy upkeep.
A perfect fit. Match crops and acreage
to these 1200 Series models: 6-row
trailing (narrow), 8-row mounted rigid
(wide or narrow), or 12-row mounted
stackerbar (wide or narrow).

Uptime. All the time™

e Over $9,0000 was allocated for
the Emergency Conservation Pro-
gram (ECP).

December 1999
*  SWCD met with State Legis-
lators to discuss conservation

needs.

° Regional meeting was held-in

Dyersville.

* SWCD received approval for
the Volga River Watershed Grant.

January 2000
*  Mark Habiger, Area Conserva-

- tionist, gave the SWCD an update

on the NRCS items.

* Election of Officers meeting
was held.

* Soil and Water Stewardship
materials were ordered for Fayette
county schools and churches.

e SWCD  purchased the
ARCVIEW computer software
program.

e The Northeast Iowa Forestry
Advisory Committee donated 500
trees to be planted on the Houg

property.
February 2000

* NACD and CDI dues were
paid.

e The continuous CRP currently
has 610 contracts with a total of
4,804 acres enrolled.

March 2000

- SWCD. received $475 in
supllemental IM funds.

* Annual Awards Banquet was
held at the Methodist Church in
West Union.

. . T1avis Soppee was selected as
the Fayette SWCD Scholarship
Award winner.

° Fayette County had 8 EQIP
Forestry applications, 2 EQIP graz-
ing applications, and 4 statewide
concerns ag-waste EQIP applica-
tions approved.

Muff reviewed EEO, Civil
Rights, Memos of Understanding,
and Supplemental Memos with the
SWCD.

May 2000

*  Andy Johnson, RC & D Coor-
dinator, gave a report on their on-
going projects.

* Will Ogle was nominated as
Woodland Owner of the Year.

¢ _The Upper Maquoketa Water
Quality Commissioner Agreement
was approved.

*  Pheasants Forever Supplemen-
tal Agreement was approved.

- »  SWCD purchased trees to be

planted in the Jensen memorial gar-

" den honoring past commissioners.

June 2000

e SWCD approved funding for
scholarship support for the 4-H
Youth Conference. ;

* - CRP meeting for the 20th gen-
eral sign-up was held at Farmers
Savings Bank.

CASE Il
R R S e WAy

] Let us heIp with your
| TILING, BACKHOE WORK & BULLDOZING

LORAS DRILLING

WAUCOMA, IA
PHONE 319-776-4693

Why?

By Bruce Greutzmacher

I have been asked by many of
my friends and neighbors why I am
participating in all of the CRP prac-
tices on my farm. Well, it is because
I believe in these practices, the help
Mother Nature improve the environ-
ment.

We arm 160 acres, 120 owned
and 40 rented.” We have owned and
lived on this farm since 1956. It lays
one quarter mile wide and one mile
long. Of these acres, 150 are con-
sidered tillable acres by FSA.

We have established filter strips
along each side of waterways that we
cannot Cross, waterways we can Cross
and are mowed, tree field wind
breaks. We are currently establish-
ing contour buffer strips. These prac-
tices consist of an estimated 54 acres
in the above CRP practices.

The remaining 100 acres are
planted to one half corn and one half
soybeans. We use a heavy disk on
corn stalks in the fall, going over it
with a soil finisher in the spring and
then plant. We try to use as little till-
age as possible to get a good seed
bed, then plant, & use chemicals to
control weeds on the growing crop.

The benefits, I feel, from partici-
pating in these practices, is a lot of
satisfaction in knowing I am cooper
ating with Mother Nature to pass on
to the next generation a better envi-
ronment, maybe better than I have
experienced. The next generation
needs to have something tobuild on
and then pass along to followmg gen-
erations. To me this is a win win situ-
ation, you are participating in the es-
tablishment of CRP practices, enjoy
the benefits of hunting, fishing and
boating in a cleaner environment and
on the flip side the govenment helps
with the cost of establishment of
these practices and then pays rent on
this land based on the soil type of the
fields. The rent the government pays
is comparible to what you could ex-
pect from any renter based on your
soil type. Ihave not heard of a gov-
ernment check that wasn't good.

I answer the why with, why not?
The participation in the above prac-
tices fit my lifestyle. I love to hunt,
fish, boat, and ride an ATV looking
over the CRP acres. I enjoy this
friendly habitat watching it grow and
establish itself.

I challenge, why not participate

-in as many CRP practices that might

fit your farming operation and pass
along to the next generation, our chil-

dren, grandchildren and anyone who

wants to hunt and fish in a lean envi-
ronment. I feel my personal benefit
is watching the wildlife taking advan-
tage of all this new habitat. Deer,
pheasant & turkey can be seen on this
farm regularly. I also feel I know this
is the fall I am going to get that eva-
sive 32 point buck!

Why not get in touch with your
NRCS and made sure you are aware
of all the conservation practices of-
fered by the government. I eel we .
need as many acres in government
CRP practices to lower acres avail-
able to be planted. It is evidenced by
the“low grain prices. All the 14nd,
after the rent contract with the gov-
ernment expires, can be relclaimed
and farmed, probably in a better con-
dltlon and better fertility than when
it waS entered into the CRP Program.
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Last year the SWCD worked to
obtain water quality funds through
various programs. The Fayette
SWCD applied and. was approved
for a small grant of $10,000 through
a state administered Watershed Pro-

tection Development Grant program. -

The objective of this program is to
assist districts with the development
of large watershed grant applications
designed to provide incentive funds
to landusers to apply land treatment
measures, conservation educational
programs, and provide funds to hire
a watershed coordinator. . There are
two main sources of funds for this
purpose: Iowa Water Protection
Fund and a federal program entitled
319, both referred to as WPF/319.
The Fayette SWCD utilized the

" grant funds to concentrate on small

sub watersheds of the Volga River.
Severe erosion and flooding from the
May 1999 storm caused the commis-
sioners and field office staff to take
action in the damaged area. The
commissioners hired Karen Ott, a
recent graduate in conservation,

. from Upper lowa University, to de-

velop the grant for the Volga River
sub-watersheds. Karen spent many
hours researching the area, develop-
ing maps, contacting landusers
within the watershed, and drafting
the grant application.

The district made an excellent
effort, but was not approved for the
grant in this competitive venture. It
is not uncommon for a watershed to

be submitted several times before it

is finally approved.

Soil Conservation. e

Recently, the Fayette SWCD
decided to switch directions and
work towards obtaining watershed
funds for Mink and Grannis Creek.
Apparently, the multi-agency tech-
nical committee places a higher pri-
ority on smaller watersheds with
high quality cold-water streams.

If trees could sing . . .

_streams are recognized as an ex-

_ Iftrees could sing they would be
singing the praises of the Northeast
Iowa Private Farest Lands EQIP pri-
ority area. The priority area is a 4
county area in Northeast Iowa that
includes the counties of Allamakee,
Clayton, Fayette and Winneshiek.
The priority area was started because
the locally led group could not ignore
the need and interest in forestry man-
agement in the four country area. The
four Northeast Iowa counties include
over290,000 acres of forest land
which represents approximately 15%
of all forest land in the state of Iowa.

Landowners requesting funds
from other cost share sources had
created a backlog of over 150 appli-
cations requesting cost share in the 4
county area. Existing programs were
able to only fund between 12-15 cost
share requests per year. This existing
backlog represented over a 10-year
wait for cost-share assistance.

The topography in the priority
area is unique in the state of lowa.
The four counties have 35 coldwater
streams or their tributaries within the
county boundaries. The coldwater

Fayette SWCD continues effort to
obtain water quality project funds

Grannis Creek is placed on a list of
the top 25 cold-water streams’ in
northeast' Iowa. In January of this
year we were approved for $10,000
for another Watershed Protection
Development Grant. 'We have se-
lected an individual to put together

tremely valuable natural resource by
multiple conservation agencies. The
Iowa Department of Natural Re-

" sources manages many of the

coldwater sreams as trout fisheries.
The coldwater streams are the main
justification for multiple state and
federally funded water quality
_ projects in the four counties..

A lot of the forest land located
within the four counties is adjacent
or within close proximity to the
coldwater streams. Economic pres-
sure was driving landowners to look
at short-term economic gains on the
forest land that included grazing and
conversion to row crop. Grazing and
conversion to row crop can have dev-

. astating effects on the coldwater
streams from the increase potential,

of sediment delivered to the stream.
History has shown if a land-
owner was provided a forestry man-
agement plan and cost share to imple-
ment the forestry practices the natu-
ral resources would be protected on
that property. History has also shown

another large WPF/319 grant appli-
cation for primarily Grannis Creek,
but also to obtain water quality data
for Grannis and Mink Creek.

‘If you are interested in water
quality in Fayette County and would
like to provide voluntary assistance,

you can contact the SWCD/NRCS
office in West Union. We will pro-
vide you with information on the
IOWATER program. This is an ex-
ceptional, informational, and enjoy-
able program.

that once a landowner starts down the
road of forestry management, the for
est land will remain permanently pro-
tected and that the landowners imple-
ment a lot of forestry management
practices without cost share.

In three years the North east lowa
Private Forest Lands EQIP priority
area has received 219 applications
requesting $907,571 in cost share.
The amount of cost share requested
has been suppressed as landowners

- submit the most competmve appli-
cation possible to receive cost share
from ihe EQIP funds allocated to the
priority area. Landowners have re-
quested roughly three times more
cost share than funds allocated.

The EQIP funds have cut down

the backlog of cost share applications
and EQIP funds managed with other
forestry cost share opportunities have
greatly improved a landowner chance
of receiving forestry cost share. The

current EQIP contracts approved for

cost share are being implemented to

enhance and protect the forestry re-

good at the end of the day.

where you want them.

A cab
designed for you

The New Holland 70 Series 140* hp tractor cab is
designed for the way you want to work; so you feel

m Sidewinder™ movable console puts controls exactly

m 70 Series powershift is smooth and simple to operate.

® Dashboard display provides mformatlon ata glance
and goes easy on your eyes.

® Two doors makes for easy entry and exit.

Stop in for a test drive. We have a comfortable \l
70 Series air-ride seat reserved for you!

BAUMLER IMPLEMENT

1306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union ¢ (319) 422-3835
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‘vehicle for
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source on 4350 acres of forest land.
A ranking worksheet is used to di-
rect the funding to protect the more
environmentally sensitive areas with
the most cost-effective forestry man-
agement practice.

The trees are singing the best
time to start forestry management
was 20 years ago, the next best time
‘is today.

No-till native

grass drill
available for use

After receiving a number of re-
quests from citizens in the county,
the Fayette SWCD purchased a 10.5
foot Truax no-till native grass drill

The SWCD reached an agree-
ment with the Fayette County Con-
servation Board and Pheasants For
ever on the Operation of the drill. To
get your name on the list, please con-
tact the Fayette County Conservation
Board at (319) 422-5146. They will
be directing the operation of this drill
along with their three drills. Pheas-
ants Forever will provide the opera-
“tor and seed for the SWCD’s drill.

Some Things Stand
The Test Of Time...

Like FarMutual Insurance.
FarMutual Insurance has been
protecting Midwestem farms and
families since 1909.

We pride ourselves on our-strong
history of working together to
provide our customers with
quality insurance coverage.

FARY UTUAL

/nsuram:e— for Town and Farm

APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

FARMERS MUTUAL.
INSURANCE ASSN.
135 South. Main, Box 246
'Fayette, lowa 52142
Phone: (319) 425-4176
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tmunnnmuumwakeﬁuIhwmm1vu¢erqpuﬂhﬁy
project is now underway

By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental
Specialist, lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship

The Upper Maquoketa River and
its major tributaries, Bruce and
Fenchel Creek, are important natu-
ral resources for northeast lowa. In
addition to being cold water streams
stocked with trout by the lowa DNR,
the river and creeks also supply wa-
ter to Backbone Lake in Backbone
State Park, near Strawberry Point,
lowa. Every year, thousands of visi-
tors come to the area to fish, swim
and recreate, bringing with them
thousands of dollars.

This past September, the Fayette,
Clayton, Delaware and Buchanan
SWCD's initiated field operations for
the Upper Maquoketa River Water
Quality Project. The Upper
Maquoketa River watershed is just
over 40,000 acres in size with the
majority of the acres being used for
crop and livestock production. The
largest portions of the watershed are
located in Fayette and Clayton coun-
ties, followed by Delaware and
Buchanan counties.

This water quality project was a
long time coming -- planning and
grant writing for the project started
back in 1998. Funding and support
for the project comes from several
sources and includes lowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship - Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, lowa DNR, US Environmental
Protection Agency (section 319 of the
Clean Water Act), USDA-NRCS and
FSA, lIowa State University - Exten-
sion, the City of Strawberry Point,
and local fly fishing clubs.

In addition to the sponsors listed
above; the project is also supported
by the locally led Maquoketa River
Headwaters Council, chaired by Mt
Tom Hayes of rural Arlington. This
council consists of landowners and
producers in the watershed who are
also concerned about water quality
in the Upper Maquoketa River The
Headwaters Council looks to involve
all citizens in the watershed, so that
by protecting their farm, the river is
protected as well.

While "official" field operations
began in September 2000, ISU Ex-
tension staff had previously collected
information about the Upper
Maquoketa sub-watershed and the
whole Maquoketa River basin,
through surveys and personal visits
The Upper Maquoketa River Water
Quality Project is part of a larger co-
operative effort to protect and im-
prove the larger Maquoketa River
basin, that eventually outlets to the

- Mississippi River in Jackson County,

Iowa. ISU Extension staff will as-
sist the water quality project by train-
ing producers in Nutrient and Pesti-
cide Management for cropland fields.
A major goal for this program would
be to fine tune nutrient inputs so that
yields are maintained while environ-
mental concerns are reduced.

Other goals for the project would
be to reduce sediment delivery to the
Upper Maquoketa River by 40%,
improve manure usage and storage
and conduct field days and educa-
tional events to help people under
stand water quality, crop production,
resource conservation and related is-
sues.

Water quality monitoring data
show that the Upper Maquoketa
River is laden with excessive nitro-
gen (N), phosphorus (P) and sedi-
ment. Excessive N, P and sediment
in the river makes it harder for the
trout to survive and naturally repro

duce. Backbone Lake also shows the
effects of poor water quality by hav-
ing more frequent algae blooms, shal-
low depth and Lake/beach closings.
Keeping contaminants out of the
water protects farm value, protects
farm income, improves trout (and the

Protecting

Your Investment

critters they feed on) production, and
protects the local economy that is
based on farming and tourism.

Soil saving/water quality prac-
tices offered to landowners in the
watershed include terraces, grassed
waterways, sediment basins, ponds,
streambank stabilization, timber
stand improvement, livestock ma-

nure structures, corridor fencing, and’

pasture establishment: To encourage
construction of these practices, the
SWCD's are offering 75% cost-share

instead of the usual 50% cost-share. -

Cost-share for pasture establishment
is offered at 60%.

The Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) is another soil saving
tool that protects farm income by
offering yearly rental rates and 90%
cost-share. So far, enrollment in the
CRP has been very good -- rental
rates have been in the $150 to $180
per acre per year area and producers
have been earning signing bonuses
for most practices. CRR practices
offered are waterways, filterstrips,
field wind breaks, constructed wet-
lands, riparian filter and a few oth-
ers.

Water quality is a product of our
land and management. In the long
run, it is as important as any other
commodity we produce.

: February, 2001
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Farm operation benefis from no-till beans

By Mike Holtz

My wife, Jane, and [ started
farming in 1969 on a rented crop and
livestock operation. Three years
later, we purchased the farm where
we live. Since then, we have con-
tinually increased the size of our
farm, and today operate a 1,500 acre
cash grain farm-most of which we
own.

Generally we plant about half
corn and half soybeans on our total
acres. In 1993, we tried no-till beans
drilled into corn stalks for the first
time. We have been no-till drilling
all of our beans ever since-between
700 and 800 acres per year No-till
beans have benefited our operation
in many ways. Obviously, soil con-
servation is the largest benefit, but
there are also the economic benefits
of fewer trips across the field, less
machinery cost, and less labor An-

~ other advantage with less tillage is

fewer rocks to pick up- everyone in-
volved is happy about that! I've also
noticed, after eight years, that the soil

i tilth is improved. I have been very

comfortable with the yields we get
with this program. Iknow [ can't give
all the credit for increased yields to
no-till, but it certainly has not de-
tracted from high yields in any way.

No-till soybeans is, in my opin-

ion, the most beneficial conservation

practice that we use in our operation,
but we also mulch-till for corn, and,
two years ago, we seeded fifty-five
acres of CRP buffer strips along
streams. We also have more than five
miles of permanent waterways, and
in the last few years have installed
130,000 feet of tile.

The cost of these conservation
efforts is substantial, but like any jus-
tifiable business expense, I know the
return of our investment has been,
and will continue to be good.

Our youngest son, Kevin, cur
rently an Ag Business major at lowa
State University, has always exhib-
ited a real interest in farming. This
year he is buying into our farming
operation. I can sense his enthusi-
asm about soil conservation, and his
optimism about farming. I find that
refreshing, and so it is with a renewed
passion for the future of this business
that we begin another year!

[ s @z
$144 5799
Twin ea. pc. Full set I
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Queen set $459 Twin matts  starting a$99 |
Reveille 53"3 l
$3 8 8 Full set $439
Twin set Queen set $489
DES SEL’ S MF7:305:30; 611 W. Bradford, West Union
. Th.to7:30 p.m.;
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE, INC. st ¢4pm.
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Upper Maquoketa River water quahty
project is now underway

By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental
Specialist, lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship

The Upper Maquoketa River and
its major tributaries, Bruce and
Fenchel Creek, are important natu-
ral resources for northeast lowa. In
addition to being cold water streams
stocked with trout by the lowa DNR,
the river and creeks also supply wa-
ter to Backbone Lake in Backbone
| State Park, near Strawberry Point,
Iowa. Every year, thousands of visi-
tors come to the area to fish, swim
and recreate, bringing with them
thousands of dollars.

This past September, the Fayette,
Clayton, Delaware and Buchanan
SWCD's initiated field operations for
the Upper Maquoketa River Water
Quality Project. The Upper
Maquoketa River watershed is just
over 40,000 acres in size with the
majority of the acres being used for
crop and livestock production. The
largest portions of the watershed are
located in Fayette and Clayton coun-
ties, followed by Delaware and
Buchanan counties.

This water quality project was a
long time coming -- planning and
grant writing for the project started
back in 1998. Funding and support
for the project comes from several
sources and includes lowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship - Division of Soil Conserva-
tion, lowa DNR, US Environmental
ProtectlonAgency (section 319 of the
Clean Water Act), USDA-NRCS and
FSA, lowa State University - Exten-
sion, the City of Strawberry Point,
and local fly fishing clubs.

In addition to the sponsors listed
above; the project is also supported
by the locally led Maquoketa River
Headwaters Council, chaired by Mt
Tom Hayes of rural Arlington. This
council consists of landowners and
producers in the watershed who are
also concerned about water quality
in the Upper Maquoketa River The
Headwaters Council looks to involve
all citizens in the watershed, so that
by protecting their farm, the river is
protected as well.

While "official" field operations
began in September 2000, ISU Ex-
tension staff had previously collected
information about the Upper
Maquoketa sub-watershed and the
whole Maquoketa River basin,
through surveys and personal visits
The Upper Maquoketa River Water
Quality Project is part of a larger co-
operative effort to protect and im-
prove the larger Maquoketa River
basin, that eventually outlets to the

- Mississippi River in Jackson County,

Iowa. ISU Extension staff will as-
sist the water quality project by train-
ing producers in Nutrient and Pesti-
cide Management for cropland fields.
A major goal for this program would
be to fine tune nutrient inputs so that
yields are maintained while environ-
mental concerns are reduced.

Other goals for the project would
be to reduce sediment delivery to the
Upper Maquoketa River by 40%,
improve manure usage and storage
and conduct field days and educa-
tional events to help people under
stand water quality, crop production,
resource conservation and related is-
sues.

Water quality monitoring data
show that the Upper Maquoketa
River is laden with excessive nitro-
gen (N), phosphorus (P) and sedi-
ment. Excessive N, P and sediment
in the river makes it harder for the
trout to survive and naturally repro~

duce. Backbone Lake also shows the
effects of poor water quality by hav-
ing more frequent algae blooms, shal-
low depth and Lake/beach closings.
Keeping contaminants out of the
water protects farm value, protects
farm income, improves trout (and the

Protecting

Your Investment

critters they feed on) production, and
protects the local economy that is
based on farming and tourism.

Soil saving/water quality prac-
tices offered to landowners in the
watershed include terraces, grassed
waterways, sediment basins, ponds,
streambank stabilization, timber
stand improvement, livestock ma-
nure structures, corridor fencing, and
pasture establishment: To encourage
construction of these practices, the
SWCD's are offering 75% cost-share
instead of the usual 50% cost-share.
Cost-share for pasture establishment
is offered at 60%.

The Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) is another soil saving
tool that protects farm income by
offering yearly rental rates and 90%
cost-share. So far, enrollment in the
CRP has been very good -- rental
rates have been in the $150 to $180
per acre per year area and producers
have been earning signing bonuses
for most practices. CRR practices
offered are waterways, filterstrips,
field wind breaks, constructed wet-
lands, riparian-filter and a few oth-
ers.

Water quality is a product of our
land and management. In the long
run, it is as important as any other
commodity we produce.
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Farm oi:eration benefits from no-till heans

By Mike Holtz

My wife, Jane, and I started
farming in 1969 on a rented crop and
livestock operation. Three years
later, we purchased the farm where
we live. Since then, we have con-
tinually increased the size of our
farm, and today operate a 1,500 acre
cash grain farm-most of which we
own.

Generally we plant about half
corn and half soybeans on our total
acres. In 1993, we tried no-till beans
drilled into corn stalks for the first
time. We have been no-till drilling
all of our beans ever since-between
700 and 800 acres per year No-till
beans have benefited our operation
in many ways. Obviously, soil con-
servation is the largest benefit, but
there are also the economic benefits
of fewer trips across the field, less
machinery cost, and less labor An-

~ other advantage with less tillage is

‘144

fewer rocks to pick up- everyone in-
volved is happy about that! I've also
noticed, after eight years, that the soil
tilth is improved. I have been very
comfortable with the yields we get
with this program. Tknow I can't give
all the credit for increased yields to
no-till, but it certainly has not de-
tracted from high yields in any way.

No-till soybeans is, in my opin-
ion, the most beneficial conservation
practice that we use in our operation,
but we also mulch-till for corn, and,
two years ago, we seeded fifty-five
acres of CRP buffer strips along
streams. We also have more than five
miles of permanent waterways, and
in the last few years have installed
130,000 feet of tile.

The cost of these conservation
efforts is substantial, but like any jus-
tifiable business expense, I know the
return of our investment has been,
and will continue to be good.

Our youngest son, Kevin, cur-
rently an Ag Business major at lowa
State University, has always exhib-
ited a real interest in farming. This
year he is buying into our farming
operation. I can sense his enthusi-
asm about soil conservation, and his
optimism about farming. I find that
refreshing, and so it is with a renewed
passion for the future of this business
that we begin another year!
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Tree & Wildflower
sale now underway

through SWCD

- FAYETTE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM — 2001

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:

STATE ZIP

Trees are hardy, bare root seedlings with healthy root systems from Cascade Forestry Service, Inc. Trees
are sold only by the bundle (25 trees), except for the nut, shade, evergreen, wildlife shrub packages, and
individual trees.” These three packages and individual trees are sold as specified as below. There is no
guarantee on stock sold at these prices.

The sale is open to anyone. There are no guldehnes as to who can purchase the trees and where the trees
are to be planted. : , : : : .
We w1ll notify you in late Apnl when your order can be prcked up. Supphes are hrmted so order early

PLEASE NOTE: Check must accompany your order, payable to Fayette SWCD.

Towa wildflowers invite bees, songbirds, and butterflies to your garden and make excellent
garden and landscaping plants By planting native plants, you can help Preserve unique species,

Price Per Number of Total
t gard
S S S ot create wildlife habitat, and enjoy a self-sufficient garden.
American Arborvitae (12-18”) $35.00  x L A hablrat can be as small or as large as your area and mlagmat‘iqn allows. Start by using native
Black Hills Spruce (6-12”) $30.00 x = plants in existing beds, borders, ditches, or create a small “prairie plot” of Towa wildflowers and
* Black Walnut (2-3°) $35.00 X = grasses in your yard.
Blue Spruce (6-12”) $30.00 X =
Natlberny (6:18; S000° z Each garden package contains 14 -2 ” potted plants. Orders will be accepted until
Like Vitosa(8-243) P00 3 7 April 1, 2001 and plants will be available for pickup at our in late May or early June. We will
Norway Spruce (12-18”) $35.00 x = e ey s sheata a1 L
Red Oak (2-3°). $35.00 x = notify you later of the exact pickup date.
Red Osier'Dogwood (8-24") $30.00 x = ; : .
Scotch Pine (6-187) $30.00 x = The garden packages have been put together for sunny sites with average soil moisture.
: Sugar Maple (12-187) $35.00 x 2 *Heights listed are for mature plants.
E Pke. Includes: $45.00 = . : ; : .
5 ‘{;ﬁg;’;ne lg-lgfc’;us lgiue, x Note: The greenhouse reserves the right to substitute stock in case of plant failure.
Spruce 12-18”; 5 Norway Spruce 12-18”
Nut Tree Pkg. Includes: $45.00 x = :
3 Northern Pecan 6-12”; : s oh : 5
: i Butterfly/Hummingbird Garden §35 each
3 Shagbark Hickory 4-12”; $
ggg:ﬁén;; 6}13(0; g?l;m 230 2 Wild Sweet William 2 tall* Pink flowers early summer
Shade Tree Pkg. Includes: $55.00 x = 3 Bu}terﬂy Milkweed 2’ tall* Orange color in early summer
3 White Ash 2-3’; 3 Pin Oak 2-3’ 2 Wild Bergamot 4 tall* - Lavender color in summer
3 Red Oak 2-3’; 3 Bur Oak 2-3’ 2 Showy Goldenrod 4 tall* Golden color in fall
%V S_r;?}zlps\:\lfhlts gzk 21-3’1 = e 3 Sweet Black-eyed Susan 3’ tall* Yellow color in summer
1alie ru g. inciudes: 5 X = ) % >
3 Atk FiCan Cranberry 6187 2 New England Aster. 2’ tall Purple eolor in fall
3 Hazelnut 6-18’; 3 American Plum 2-3’ =
3 Red Osier Dogwood 2-3’ Towa Prairie Garden $35 each
3 Nanking Cherry 8-22” ;
Price Per Nomboror Total 3 Prairie Coreopsis 4 tall* Yellow color in.summer
Individual Trees Tree Trees " Cost 2 Pale Purple Coneflower 3’ tall* Lavender color in summer
: ; 2 White Prairie Clover 2’ tall* White color in early summer
American Arborvitae (2-3") $ 600 x T 3 Prairie Spiderwort 2 tall* Purple color in late spring
Norway Spruce (18-247) $25.00.7 x % 2 Praire Smoke 1 tall* Red color is spring
: TotalobAbove 2 Sky Blue Aster 3’ tall* Blue color in fall
Add 6% Sales Tax
Total Payment Due i Number
Item to Order Total
Butterfly/Hummingbird-Garden - @ $35 each x =3
lowa Prairie Garden @$35 eachx =§
Total of Above Columns $
Add 6% Sales Tax $
Total Amount Due $

Please make checks payable to Fayette SWCD and return with your order to Fayette SWCD
120 N Industrial Pkwy #2, West Union, A 52175-1612. Ifyou have any questions, please
contact us at (319) 422 3868 Ext;3:

El

Name:
Trust Oelwein i
Landscaping for ICSS.
your spring City: : 7
ardening, floral & e State: Zip:
Phone:
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