ANNUAL REPORT
THE TAMA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
STATE OF ICOHA
Janusry 1, 1946 to December 31, 1946

INTRODUCTION

Our Distriot has been organized end operating for nearly five years.
Progress has at times been sgtisfactory while during other periods
forward movement has been neglikible. During 1946 it became evident
that some action had to be taken to #pesd up the rates of farmer
spplication for farm conservation plans. We Commissioners feel that
there is a general recognition of need and interest. The job to be
done is to further arouse this interest to a poimbt where farmers will
recognize the need of and will apply for assistence in preparing Farm
Conservation plans. With this thought in mind we submit this briefl
repert of Distriet Operation for the year 1946.

OPERATIONS

The goal in number of firm plans for 1946 was 50. Because of & lack of
applications fer farm plans only 18 were written. As of December 31, 1946
only three applications were on hand. These were located in areas where
it was thought planning groups might develop and as & result were held
over. We have 120 active plans in operation in the Digtriot to date.

The Distriet in cooperation with the Extension Service and the AAA held
a series of eight contour application demonstration meetings for those
farmers wanting to start contour operations., This program was carried
on in much the ssame manner as in previous years, on & group basis and
resulted in the following: :

59 Parmers Conboured 1L5T Acves

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

General Soil Conservation education continued ko receive abtention
in 1946. Excellent cooperation was received from newspapers, eivic
groups, and other governwental groups and agencies.

A meeting held in the Spring of 1946 at Traer, Iows, Tama County, with
District Commissioners from adjoining counties, and Miss Ivah Green,
Rurs} Sehool Supervisor of the State Department of Public Instructien
aided materially in the State Department adopbting and recommending to
rural schools & course of study in Soil Conservation. Commissioner:
Frad Treur> had an active part in this meeting.

The Tame County Rural Schools are following the course of study and

of special intereste has been the efforts of E. 8. Simmons, Tama County
Superintendent of Schools. A summary of his work and activities is
atbached to this reports :



i

A sontouy plowing conbest sponsored jointly by the Marshall, Grundy,
and Tama County Distriots, and the Teoms Counby Livestoek end Falr
Assoolation, was held nesr Gladbrock, inm Tams Counby in August 1945,
The attendance at the wateh was sbout 2000 and general interest wae
evidents

The Distriot, working with the Iows Bankers Assocation, was hec® %o &
Distriet Bankers mesting on Soil Conservation in Septembur, 1946. 4
cosperatine fabm wag visited, FMollowing the vislt a lunchemt and a
disoussiencperiod were held.

Several civie orgenizations hed Soil Conservation ag a btopie at one of
their meetings during the yesr, and Township Farm Purean devoted at least
one meebing to Soll Conservation activities.

EXPERTVENTAL STUDIES

The District cooperabing with the Iows State and Soil Conservation Service
Experimental Stations sontinued thelr sbudies on ylelds from Direction

of row plote, milch culbture and methods o€ tillages Some of thets exe
periments have been carried on for & nunber of years snd it i¢ pliimed

to continuved them during 1947. '

e wish %o call particular attention to Earl Lyons end Js Dy smyw
for their pudblic spirited cooperation in meking awilable plote on
their ferws in the miloh culture and tillage studies,

Some of the resulis of sbtained from the studles are indicated in
attachments to this report,

SEED PRODUCTION

The fact that seed of adopted variebies of Brome Grass, have not been
aveilable in sufficient gquanities to meet the needs in the District
prompted the Commiseioners to cooperate with the State Soil Conserwation
Service Hursery in producbion of quanities of ceriified Brome Grass Seeds
Distriot Coopemstors were asked to aid and three § acre plots wers
established on the farme of D, Ve Wells, Joe Xucsrs and William Kremenslk.
The Wells plot was e<tablished in 194} and the Kucera and Kremenak plots
in 1945 Deceunse of excellent growbths of alfalfe economical harvest was
not peasidle on the Wells and Kremenak areass The Kucera plot was
harvested this year bub as a result of combining diffioulties the seed
could not be certifieds It 1s hoped that in 1947 a relatively larpe

. amount of seed may be obtained.

COMMERCIAL FERTILIZERS

The Distriet aided in establishing two coumerciel fertilizers plots in
Tawa Coumbys One plot was on oats and one on corms The complete results
bave not been tabulabed to date but the informetion desired is for both
quanity and quality determinations regparding commercial fertilizer
applications to these orops.




FECOIBENDATIONS FOR 19T

1+ Purther develop conzervation thinking in fewvmers, on s group basis,
%0 increage demands for faym consorwation plenas

2+ Haintaln a widespread application program and incresse 1t when
poseible through sontinued 444 madé Exbension Service sovperation,

3+ Continue sxperimentel studles o zive further ald to lesal farsers in
developing thelir conssrvation prozreme _

Le Mpintein effeetive rolstionships with all groups, sgencies and
individuals, that may heve & part in meinteining =nd ineressing Distriet
Activitien,

5a Continue bringing general informetion to ell regarding needs for
Boll Couservation,

6¢ Continue the fine sbart of Soil Conservation Educabion in Rurs)
fchoole. '

The Districtte program and how it fusctions depends upon effective
lemdorship at sll levelss Our District reeeived w severe loss in this
regard during 1946 with the wntimely passing of Chelrman Robert Lyons

Bob was an effective, conscientious, and uwntiring leader in Conservation,
as will as in the many obher agricultursl sobtivities in whieh he had &
hands, He was a pulding 1isht $n the Ters County Distrietts organization
snd he gonbinued to lewd the way in carrying on the Matriet’s program
fellowing organizatione

Hia 1llness and subsequent passing, undoubbedly hed much to do with the
slewing down of the Distriet's Propress during 1936, 1t is the hope

of the present Commissioners thad we will be able to caryy on in a
manney that will live up %e the beginning mede vessible largely throught
Robert Lyon's leadership.

Te £111 the wacaney, Clifford H, Ryand of Chelss, was appointed by
the State Commitbee in Decomber, 1946. Mr. Rysn bas made good uge of
conservetion measures on his own farm and bringes to the Pletrist the
respoot and high repsrd of hiz commumiby.

Respectfully Submitbed,

Comissionorss Baby o 2 g =
Wme J» Kromenak, Chairman g‘
Fred Broune

clifrerd He Ryan:
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Ernest P. Simmons

TAMA COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION Superintendent
John Weiler, Traer *
lirs. Robert Wilsen, Tolede
Anng Wieland, Gladbrook Mildred Emerson
Charles Gary, Monbour TAMA COURTY Deputy

Garles Hill, Dysart
J+ Re Reid, Tams

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
TOLEDQ, TOWA

Mr, William Kremenak, Comud ssioner
Tams County Sell Conservation District

Toledo, Iowa

My dear Mr. Eremensl: .

The rural

schools of Tama county have attempted the following in

eooperation with the Tema County Soil Conservation District:

1)~

2)~

3)

One hundred per cent cooperation with the Tams County
Soil Conservation office to promote conservation of the
precious lows soil.

All rurel schools and instructors have been given nany
coples of the latest booklets on Conservation as furnished
by your organization and that of the State and National
government and districts.

Slides are being shown in the schools visited by the
county superintendent for better famming by conservation
of our top soils. BSome of the slides are Tama county
projects and conditions.

~ Ingtrucbors have been urged end are glving special lesszons

in conservation snd the best methods of saving our top soils.

Each rural school is requested to prepare a booklet for

their room on Conservation containing, the name of the school,
the instructor, the names of the pupils, the names of the
gschool direators on the front pages. Eoach pupil is to prepare
an essay on Conservation snd same to be o part of the school
book on Conservabion.

Prizes of & blue, red and white ribbon will be awarded for

the lst, 2nd, and 3rd booklets for cach township. Local

end district conservation offices to act as the judges. Awards
to be given at the annual eighth grade graéuatian at Toledo

on Friday, ¥ay 25rd, 1947.

We hope this report will be of interest and we are glad to have the
privilege of being of some service in the worthwhileeffort: ¥e are ever,

¥ildred Emerson

Deputy

Very, very ai.meroly,

ﬂ% P
Gaunt}/ Sup rintend enﬁ or 5 Schools



