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News and Views

The United States’ annual loss of
five million acres of rural land to non-
agricultural use is a special concern
during this year's celebration of Soil
Stewardship Week April 30-May 7,
Henry Lyphout, chairman of the
Benton County Soil Conservation
District announced today.

This year's Soil Stewardship Week
theme, "“Compelling Ventures," also
stresses the importance of controlling
water pollution caused by run-off
from unprotected farms, roadsides,
and construction sites, Lyphout ad-
ded.

Soil Stewardship Week is a
nationwide observance which em-
phasizes man’'s responsibility to
protect and copserve soil; water; and
other natural resources.
Traditionally; churches and local
citizen's groups participate.

“Nearly 3,000 conservation districts
throughout the U. S. will focus their
attention upon conserving and
preserving America’s best farmlands
during this 21st annual observance of
Soil Stewardship Week,” Lyphout
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said. “The U. S Department of
Agriculture estimates that of the five
million acres annually lost to
agriculture, nearly one million acres
are classed as ‘prime’ land — the best
and most productive land we have. We
are encouraging the preservation of
these top-quality farmlands for far-
ming rather than their indiscriminate
use for housing developments, high-
ways, shopping centers, and the like."

Twenty-three churches participated
in Soil Stewardship Week in Benton
County last year. We are hoping that
at least this many will use the
materials again this year.

The 1978 Soil Stewardship Week
reference booklet, ‘““Compelling
Ventures,'' and related materials are
available free of charge to local
churches and community groups
through the Benton County Soil
Conservation District. The
publications were prepared by the
National Association of Conservation
Districts. If you church or citizen's
group is interested, call the district
office at 472-2161.
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Our country is blessed with a good
agricultural climate, ample resources
distributed from one end of the nation
to the other, and a large acreage of
good farmland.

But these assets are not growing.
Population is.

Fifty years ago, there was an
average of more than 100 acres of
cropland per person in the United
States. There is now just over a billion
acres of farmland in the United
States. That is an average of 5 acres

TOTAL: 5 ACRES

per person. So, each of us depends on 5
acres of land for our food and some of
our clothing and lumber.

If we are going to maintain our
affluence — or increase it — we must
somehow make our farm acreage
more productive to keep up with the
growth in population. Good soil
conservation practices are one way to
make our land more productive, and
without these practices, the
productivity goes down over the
years.,




