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Wetland restoration

By Jim Allen,
District Conservationist

Migrating ducks and geese
found warer this fall in wetlands
created last summer on the Dolly
Ogden property, located two
miles west of Belle Plaine
Water on the property wouldn't
have existed 1o the extent it did
without volunteer efforts from
the Towa Land Improvement
Contractors Association (LICA),
a donation from Ducks Unlimit-
ed, and the leadership of the

Tama Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District

Working under the guidance
of staff from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
20 acres of farmland was
changed dramatically over a
two-day period in August. Con-
tractors who were members of
LICA operated backhoes, exca-
vators, and dozers to create a
diverse wetland complex on the
Ogden property

Ogden enrolled 267 acres into
the Wetlands Reserve Program

recently. Under easement with
the USDA. the Wetlands
Reserve Program plan for the
Ogden property included earthen
dikes, water-level control struc
tures, native prairie restoration,
and oak savannah tree planting
This work will be completed by
private contractors hired by the
Ogdens, who will work under
the direction of the USDA Nat
ural Resources Conservation
Service

Neighboring lands already
enrolled in the Wetlands Reserve

Pogram will benefit from wet-
lind restoration work on the
Ogden property. Jim Allen, Dis
tict Conservationist for the
NRCS, explained that the earth
o1 dikes would create signifi
ently more wetlands than what
isted prior to enrollment into
the WRP. Engineers planned
Improvements based upon topo
graphic surveys of two adjoining
lindowners, plus the Ogden
property. “It’s a win-win situa-
tion for all landowners.” stated
Allen. “ These wetland restora

tions are great for all kinds of
wetland wildlife, from crayfish
and frogs to ducks and geese.”
The Dolly Ogden wetland
restoration effort showcased the
changes that are occurring
nationwide with the Wetlands
Reserve Program, with greater
is being placed on de-
eling the floodplain topogra-
phy. Historically, NRCS looked
to place carthen dikes across old
remnant channels, and wetlands
were created from soil pushed up
from near the dikes. "We are

uge Success

looking at more excavations and
placing the spoil in a more ran-
dom fashion around each exca-
vation. By designing the excava-
tions with flat side slopes around
the islands or edges, creating
two or three distinct water
depths within the excavated area,
and varying the shape of the
excavations, the wetland com-
plex ¢ ed is significantly bet-
ter in abating downstream flood-
ing, filtering surface water, and
providing wetland wildlife habi-
tat.” stated Allen

JULY

The District voted to partici-
pate in the Tama County Fair by
having & display booth and pro-
viding a Free Watermelon Feed.
The District will participate in
the Buffer Achievement Awards
contest.

Three commissioners terms
will end. They are; Dennis
Emke, Stan Dostal and Dennis
Wieben,

A tour of the Union Grove
Watershed with NRCS student
trainees was sponsored by the
District.

A date of May 16, 2001 was
announced for the Outdoor
Classroom for Tama County stu-
dents.

AUGUST

The Otter Creek 319/Water
Quality Project manager, Cheryl
Pansegrau, has vacated the posi-
ton. A memo for the Buffer Ini-
tiative to support the CRP pro-
gram was reviewed by the Dis-
rict. It was decided to submit an
application using the opiion that
would give a bonus to individu-
als that signup contour buffers in
the CRP program.

A motion to approve the pur-
chase of a native grass no-till
drill was tabled until an operator
could be found.

The District voted to approve
giving an sward © 4-H students

that submit a conservation pro-
ject for the fair,
SEPTEMBER
A Co-Op agreement with
Linn and Benton counties was
approved.

It was approved to support
two educators from Tama Coun-
1y to participate in the Food,
Land & People workshops at a
cost of $75.00 per participant.

OCTOBER

Plans for the Conservation
Awards banquet were finalized.

The District will purchase a
Great Plains native grass, no-till
drill from Southard [mplement.
The District received $2,500.00
from the Turkey Federation and
$5,000.00 from the Diyision of
Soil Conservation towards the

of a drill,

The District also voted to
approve the sale of native grass
seed and torbs.

The District will again
vide a tree or shrub rorscverypz
grade student in Tama County.

NOVEMBER

The District approved the
application for the lows Water-
shed Protection Development
grant for Deer Creek Watershed.
The District the Sup-

vation, SWCD, NRCS for the
Otter Creek Lake Water Quality
project.

The District will seek funding
assistance from the Tama County
Board of Supervisors in January

DECEMBER

It was reported that the Otter
Creek/319 Project Coordinator
position is still vacant

Rollie Haynes was approved
as a District Commissioner for
the next four years due to “fail-
ure (o elect”.

The Memorandum of Under-
standing between the District and
the USDA 1o allow the use of the
postage machine was approved

A contribution letter request
will be mailed with the newslet-
ter in March. A letter of resigna-
tion for the RC&D board was
received from Don Meenken

JANUARY

Andy Chyma was hired to do
the drilling of CRP acres for the
District

Election of Offi was held
and are as follows: Chairman.
Dan Bruene; Vice-Chairman.
David Beane: Secretary/Treasur-
er, Nancy Havran and Assistant
Treasurer, Jody Kasal. Assistant
C i

plement to rh‘chmjm Agree-
ment between Towa Department
of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship, Division of Soil Conser-

were appo
and are as follows: Dennis
Emke, Cathy Wieck, Andy
Chyma, Melody Bro and Karen
Stahlecker.

I was decided 1o discontinue
the 8ale of wildflowers by the
District due to more activity by
the District Secretary in the
scheduling of the drill, seed sales
and tree sales

FEBRUARY

A 319/WPF Project Coordi-
fator has been hired by the name
m‘\'esn Gibson. She will be
d a study on the Lower Deer
Creek Watershed and continuing
the work on the Otter Creck
3I9/WPF Project

Mark Pokorny has been hired
# @ District employee. He will
be working on the CRP Buffer
Program,  Funding for this posi-
tion has been received by Pheas-
ants Foreyer, Division of Soil
Conservarion, NRCS and the

" David Beane has been select
& for the second term as a Dis
trict representative for the
RC&D board of directors

It was decided that the Dis-
tnct would again provide a free
Watermelon feed at the Tama
County Fair in the summer of
2001

The District will be meetin,
With the Tama County Enginee
on February 1 to increase the
Enginu-n\ office awareness of
the monies that have been saved

the construction of culvert nis
e in Tauma County

District activities for fiscal year July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001

It was decided to have a field
day in the summer of 2001 to
showease some of the CRP,
WRP, etc projects that have been
completed in Tama County.

On Jan. 12 Andy Chyma and
Jim Allen anended a workshop
on seeding native grasses using
different methods at the Neal
Smith Prairie Refuge

MARCH

Distribution of the CRP seed
will be March 30,

Insurance was purchased for
the dnll

Trisha Wilson was selected at
the District’s Schelarship Award
recipient

The District and Tama Coun-
ty Conservation Board will part-
ner to apply for & mini grant for
an Enviro-Scape.

The Contractor’s meeting wis
held o hruary 21 with 40 peo-
ple attending. LICA indicated
that they would like to help
sponsor a wetland field day to
showcase CRP, WRF and new
work béing done.

Trees Forever and Pheasants
Forever will meet with the Dis-
Conse tionist to pl

ant

that have been completed for the
riparian buffer program

APRIL

The Buffers IV

was approved with the Dis

sgreement

et

matching $2,000.00

The trees will be picked up on
April 23 at Cascade Forest Nurs-
ery. The trees will be sorted that
day and can be picked up on
April 24th at Dostal Construc-
on.

The Envirothon competition
was held at Hawkeye Communi-
ty College on March 28, Cathy
Wieck, Assistant Commissioner,
assisted in the competition along
with Myma Dostal, Stan Dostal
and Nancy Havran. The state
competition will be held at
Guthrie Center on April 23,

May 16 will be the date of the
Outdoor Classroom.

MAY

Commissioner Kasal and the
District Secretary will select
someone to make a sign for the
Otter Creek Water Quality Pro-
Ject.

Conservation Award nomi-
nees were selected and the win-
ners will be selected by the Dis-
trict Commissioners and the Dis-
trict Conservationist on May 31.

Wetland Restoration Field
Days will be held Aug.10 and
11

JUNE
The resignation of Karen
Stahlecker for the RC&D board
was accepted, Tama County
Farm Bureau awarded the Dis-
tract S400.00 in grant money.
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Abo
Classroom stud
Park for trash. Several other litter barrels were also decorated.

n May, Tim Meyer taught Outdoor Classroom students a class in trees. Below, Outdoor
s proudly display their decorated litter barrel to be used at Otter Creek Lake

New position created

by Larry E. Jones,
Soil Conservationist

has been made
signed on Sept. 10, 2001.

and was

by Cathy Wieck

The Tama County SWCD
Commissioners maintain an
ambitious educational program
for Tama County students.

Educational materials devel-
oped by NACD were distributed
to the schools for all students in
the third and fourth grades.
These quality materials consist-
ed of colorful booklets which
carried out the year's environ-
mental theme which was “Earth,
Habitat for Mankind."

The annual Outdoor Class-
room Day was held at the Otter
Creek Lake Park on May 16
with over 200 fifth grade stu-
dents and their teachers in atten-
dance. Classes in a number of
conservation areas were con-
ducted by area experts. The
cight different classes were
attended in a round robin
arrangement. A litter barrel dec-
orating contest was also held
with a number of colorful
entries.

photos provided
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Tama County SWCD 2001 educational activities

During the Arbor Day season,
the District provided a tree for
each sixth grade student in the
county. These were delivered to
cach school, along with the
tree’s description and planting
instructions. The 2001 variety
chosen was Ninebark.

The Conservation Grocery
Sack contest was held again in
2001 with a record number of
eniries. Local grocery stores
provided large paper grocery
sacks for third, fourth, and fifth
graders. The students decorated
the sacks carrying out the theme,
“Earth, Habitat for Mankind.”
The winning artists in each
grade at each school received
$5, and two students received
airplane rides over Tama Coun-
ty. Those who enjoyed the
plane rides were Emily Hast and
lan Halverson.

Tama County SWCD Com-
missioners also coordinated and
helped staff the Northeast lowa
Envirothon competition held at
Hawkeye Community College

on March 28 where eleven teamy|
from northeast lowa competed §
The Envirothon is a competition
for teams of five high schoo
students who are tested in fou
different environmental areas
forestry, soils, wildlife, anc
aquatics, The competition i1
Waterloo was won by a tean
from Grundy Center Higl
School. The top sixteen team:
in the state competed at Spring
brook State Park at Guthrie Cen
ter. The winning team in the
state was from Linn Mar Higl
School. Two volunteers fron
Tama County also helped staf
the lowa Envirothon.

Each year the SWCD award
a scholarship to a Tama Count;
High School Senior that is pur
suing a study in an agriculture
related field. After the scholan
ship award recipient is chosen
their application is then forward
ed on to the Conservation Dis |
tricts in Iowa for a chance at the
Regional and State Scholarshiy
award.

natural resource pmlccllun.
enhancement, and restoration
on Settlement lands.

= Larry E. Jones began duty

A Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice and the Sac & Fox Tribe
of the Mississippi in lowa

on Sept. 24 as a Soil Conser-
vationist located at the Sac &
Fox Settlement to assist the
Tribe in the development and
implementation of plans for

Jones will also mentor and
train a local tribal conserva-
tionist, assist in developing
an integrated resource man-
agement plan, and serve as

f

Conservation doesn’t cost
. .it pays!

.
*Rugged Polaris 325, 4-stroke, air-
cooled engine
*Features Mossy Oak® Break-Up™ Y
brand cama ~,
«Exclusive, rugged Shatt Ride Sys-
tem chassis
*World's best-selling automatic
transmission (PVT)
+On-Demand trud 4-wheel drive
with onvoff thumb switch

POLARIS
USS REPAIR

408 N. County Rd., Toledo - 641-484-2540_

Polaris ATVs may not be ridden by anyone under 16, and all riders should take a safety
course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call Polarls at 1-800-342-
3764, ATVs can be hazardous o operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye protec-
tion, profective clothing and never carry passengers.

©1998 Polaris Industries inc.
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GOODFYEAR

FL tre 7

Cuts Through Mud, Dirt,
And All Kinds Of Soil

A
GAADYEAR
Golb TR

BEAR'’S, INC.
COMPLETE

E]E TR BTORES 1 oe SERVIC

105 State - P.O. Box 15, Tama, lowa 52339
1-800-447-3202 » 641-484-3202

Goodyear. As American As Farming.

the liaison between the
NRCS and the Sac and Fox
Tribe.

Field Day Girls

Tama County
Publishing
220 W. 3rd Street

by Jody Kasal,
Tama, 1A 52339 i

Commissioner

641'4.84‘2841 The Tama Soil & Water
editor@ Conservation District pur-
tamatoledonews.com chased a 10 ft no-till native

grass drill this past year.
The Turkey deration,
Pheasants Forever, and the

DOWNS

DozING SERVICE
Bulldozer, Track Hoe, Scraper Work,
Ponds, Tree Removal, Waterways,
Fence Lines, Site Prep,
Demolition of Building Sites,
Basements Dug, Trenching
All Types of Dirt Work
FREE Estimates
Call Rick Downs

641-479-2712

www.tamatoledonews.com

lowa Department of Land
Stewardship assisted the Dis-
trict with additional funding
for the drill.

The District’s Commission-
ers felt, with the large amount
of Native Grasses that were
needing to be seeded, it would
be an additional service that
the District wanted to offer.

As a result, the drill has

photo provided

These little girls attended the Wetland Field Days that were held last August. From left to right
are Whitney, Jamie and Kelsey Pokorny.

No-till drill purchased by the district

been used to establish approx-
imately 863 acres of new
native grasses and wildflow
ers within Tama County this |
past year.

Do you need native gras:,
seed? The Tama SWCD car
supply the seed you need
Just call the office at 641
484-2702 to get your seec
ordered.

g

Caution... to producers and

landowners

Lose your benefits
due to practices on
highly erodible land

The Commissioners of
Tama County Soil & Water
Conservation District are
greatly concerned about
tillage practices to highly
erodible lands within our
county. The amount of fall
tillage that has been complet-

to make things work for you!

y Smith
Vice President
& Ag Representative

A ParTNER FoR GROWTH

We're your financial workhorse, with an entire banking staff at your
disposal. Call on us to assess your needs, we can provide what it takes

See Kelly
for all

Financial
Needs!

THE STATE BANK OF TOLEDO

Box 309 * Toledo, lowa 52342 + (641) 484-2980

Friday- 8:30-6:00

MAIN BANK HOURS:.
Monday through Thursday - 8:30-2:30

ed throughout the county
could reduce the requirec
amount of residue on the lanc
that is required,

Don't get caught not fol
lowing your conservatior
plan! Yes!!!!!! You must stil
have an approved plan and be}
applying your plan on hnghl‘\;
erodible land to receive you
benefits from the govcrn‘
ment, |

If you are not sure wha|
your conservation plar}

requires and would like help|
growing conservation on you:|
land contact NRCS at 641
484-2702.

Your F'ar
Specialist for
Appraisals &

|

Real Estate! |

221 E. High St. |
Toledo

|
641-484-3105 |
1-800-555-1162 |
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m‘gwcn Commissioner

:._:__w first year as a commis-

sioner on the Tama SWCD has
been an interesting experience.
Having been raised on a farm
and involved in the agriculture
industry all my life, I was very

to leam about the role
of the Tama SWCD.

The efforts of the office per-
sonne! and the commissioners to
improve the environment are to
be appreciated by all. The many

year asa SWCD Commnssioner

ways they work together with

area schools and farmers to edu- tion.

cate people and help farmers
improve their conservation prac-
tices are numerous. They work
together to improve water quali-
Ly, control erosion and improve
wildlife habitat. These just name
a few of the activities that are
conducted by the SWCD.

The SWCD sold grass seed to
help control erosion in water-
ways, buffer strips and head-
lands. Also native grass seed
was sold to help improve wilflife

habitat and for ®

rograms for the ared
pl-:very year the SWCD
bareroot trees or shrubs toall 6tb
grade students in Tama County-
The District likes to focus on
helping the younger population
understand the environment and
to know what it takes to maintain
and improve it.
Iam looking forward to leam-
ing more in my next three years

as a Commissioner.

About the Iowa Valley Resource Conservation
and Development corporation

Ly David Beane,
Tama SWCD Commissioner

The lowa Valley Resource
Conservation and Development
(RC&D) is a six county, non
profit corporation whose objec-
tives are to improve the quality
of life and enhance resources as
well as improve harmony
between rural and urban people
of Powesheik, Tama,
Benton,lowa, Linn and Johnson
counties,

The RC&D directors are
made up of one Supervisor and

one appointee and one Soil and
Water Conservation Commis-
sioner and an appointee.

There are four people on staff
and they are involved in the fol-
lowing projects: Land steward-
ship program which provides
education and demonstrations of
native plant inventories, burn
plans for native grasses and
forests and wetland mitigation.

They also have been develop-
ing with other partners an lowa
River Cornidor Book that will
build a greater sense of place and
heritage among the people of the

lowa River corridor. 4

There will be 50,000 copies
printed for distributiion through-
out the six counties.

There have been funds
received from fowa DOT to
develop the lowa Valley Scemic
Byway plan from the Amanas to
Montour.

There are also giants wrtten
for funding from private and
government sources for urban
watershed plans, daycare ceater
recreational facilities, confer-
ences and non traditional farm-
ing programs.

Correcting gully problems with ponds,
gabion chutes, and culvert risers

by Roger Platt,

Soil Conservation Technician,
Natural Resources
Conservation Service

All three of these conservation
practices full i the category of gully
cotitrol structures.

All three practices are usually
cost-share eligible under different
programs funded through the Tama
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict or USDA offices,

All three practices serve to cor-
rect gully problems in different situ-
anons.

Ponds are used where gullies
exist in open field or timber areas.
They control the gully by blocking
the mnoff water flow and covering

the area with water. Ponds provide
multiple conservation bcncfus
including gully control, water quali-
ty improvements, wildlife and fish
habitats and livestock watenng.
Gabion chutes are used primarily
to control the gully or drop-off at the
outlet end of a grassed waterway.
They are made with rock filled
gabion baskets placed on a shaped
out chute. They are very versatile as
to where they can be used and fairly
cost-effective. This would explain
the large number (60 to 70) that
have been installed in Tama County.
Where there is a gully or drop-off
at the outlet of a grassway at a road
ditch, and if there is a corrugated
metal culvert under the road, then
you might select a culvert-riser

structure. These are fabricated cor-
rugated metal that attach to
the existing road culvert. This elimi

nates the drop-off and stabilizes the
waterway outlet and also provides
tile outlets if needed. These arevery
cost effective and are used when
both the landowner and the county
receive benefits. Tama County
Engineer's approval is necessary

Natural Resources Conservation
Service completes the designand
the Tama Soil and Water Consava-

tion District handle cost-share fund-
ing.

S if you have gully or diopoff
problems, contact the Tda%d
Office of the Natural Re
Conservation Service formore
information.

Eroskon Cuntrol Meas,

Sy
Pest Management Systems Applied .
Wetlands Created, Restored or Enl
Wildlife Habitat Mgmt Applied . .
Trees & Shrub Estab. Applicd
Buffers Applicd

IFIP M (State Cost Share)
FY 0102

Original Allocation

Spent to Date

Ending Balance

FY 0001
Original Allocation
Spent ta Date ...
Ending Balance

FY 00099

Original Allocation
Spent (o Date
Ending Balance .

FY 9899

Original Allocation .
Spent to Date ...
Ending Balance .
REAP-F 2002
Originat Allocation .
Spent to Date
Ending Balance

Tillage and Residue Management Systems Applied

1M Fund
$59,535.00 Original Allocation
$59,025.92
$ 50908 Ending Balance ...

REAP-F-2002

Spent to Date
Ending Balance

Original Allocation .

ACCOMPLISHMENTS COMPLETED BY NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE & TAMA SWCD
Fiscal Year October 1, 2000 to September 30, 2001

Resource Management Systems Applied on Cropland .
Applied

Congratulations
to our
Tama County
Farmers on
their
conservation
practices!

We Salute Tama County Farmers For
Their Conservation Practices!

ALLIANT ENERGY.

1400 822448

wnwaisn

CSRRapRes v e

TRAER STAR-CLIPPER

AN. 17,2002 PAGE 3C

Contlnuous conservation reserve program (CCRP)-
- 800d for the land and you

by Mark Pokorny,
District Employee

Several continuous CRP
Piograms exist to reduce soil
£10sion, improve water quali-
. and provide wildlife habi-
'at. They are becoming more
POpular with farmers and
landowners across the coun-
'y, You can sign upat any
time. The process is quite
Simple to gain approval into
CICRP compared to tradition-
al

\Iml practices require
Cropping history two of the
Last fiye years to be eligible
One exception is the Margin-
al Pastureland riparian tree
buffer program. It does allow
acceptance without cropping
history along a stream to be
planted 1o trees in a 180 ft
wide buffer. Rental rates are
lower than vmpped areas.

Grass and riparian filters
along streams require a
perennial flowing stream to
be eligible. Gullies and
waterways are not eligible
They can be up to 120 ft
wide maximum for grass fil
ters and 180 ft. wide for
riparian filters, Rental rates
range from about $140 to
$190 per ucre

Shallow water areas are
best suited on bottom ground,
where water can be main-
tained for a longer period of
time. Shallow water areas can
be up to 10 acres in size, with
30% of the area excavated to
a | ft. depth

The remaining area would
be seeded down. The entire
ared has many benefits to
several types of wildlife
Rental rates range in the $90
1o $140 category

Contour grass buffer strips

are usually 30 ft. wide strips
used on stecper slopes to help
The

tour

reduce soil erosion
rental
buffers
waterways and shelter belts
vary depending on your soil
types

There are very attractive
signing bonuses availuble on
almost all of these practices
They are paid up front when
your contract is final

They range from $100 to
$150 per acre depending on
the length of your contract
Contracts can vary from 10 to
15 years depending on the
practice. These and all CCRP
practices also have 90% cost
share rates to assist the
implementation of these prac
tices. Extra assistance may
also be available from other
partners in the Buffer Initia-
tive

rates on cor

as well as grass

Winning Flyers

photos provided

Grocery Sack Recycling Contest was won by two students, Emily Hast from Dysart Elementary
and Ian Halverson (below) from the Sac & Fox School. They both received a free airplane ride
over Tama County. Jeff Else was the pilot for Lan and Jim Pippert was the pilot for Emily (above),

s There were 256 participants.

w Everyone has

a stake in the

conservation
of our soil
and water!

@ HORSE
@ UVESTOCK
@ FLATRED

4 STEEL

ALUMINUM OR

€7
y 29773
EVD.
Tire & Repair
402 N. County Rd.
Toledo, IA 52342
641-484-6214
Randy & Connie
Zimmerman

Customization and many
options available
Including new “rumber”
non-slip, quiet flooring
for the comfort & safety
of your animais

2line@latelecom.net
www.zlineltd.com

Big T Maid-Rite
Toledo - 641-484-3720

Musgrave Motors
Michelle’s Styling
641-484-3358 - Toledo - 641-484-5214

Appraisal & Real
Estate Services of Iowa
Toledo - 641-484-3248

Doyle’s Family Pharmacy
Toledo - 641-484-3906

Toledo -

K&K Auto Body
641-484-6015

Dirks & Jacobson

JKYV Realty
Toledo - 641-484-2140

Meskwaki Trading Post
Tama - 641-484-3303

Horbach Furniture
Toledo - 641-484-2780

Joanne Yuska
Farm Bureau Insurance
Toledo - 641-484-4160

Benda Ag Service
Elberon - 641-489-2946

Kenkel Law Office
Toledo - 641-484-8899

Town & Country Veterinary Clinic
Rick Cooper DVM
Tama - 641-484-4086

Goos Implement
Gladbrook - 641-473-2403 or 800-542-3591

fowa Builders Supply

Gladbrook - 641-473-3037 or 877-700-3037

Benda’s Bulldozing
Ron & Julie
Gladbrook - 641-473-3242

Schmitz Construction Tiiing & Backhoe
Gladbrook - 641-473-2209

Lincoln Savings Bank
Reinbeck+Lincoln*Garwin

Home Federal
Toledo - 641-484-5141

Austin Motors
Toledo - 641-484-3502

Manatt’s
Tama - 641-484-4022
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The Otter Creek Lake Project

By Judie Krebsbach,
Environmental Specialist

soil regulates how water flows and
what moves with it.

The Otter Creck Lake Project
has received an extension for one
year, The final end date for the pro-
ject is now June 30, 2002, The time
will be used to complete work in
progress and write a Final Report
that details all the activities and
accomplishments of the Project
The landowners and producers in
the watershed are commended for
their commitment to improving and
protecting Otter Creek Lake, while
improvirig their soil and economic
viability for the future

Practices that have been
installed included 4.9 acres grassed
waterways, 4 water and sediment
control basins, 200 feet of terraces,
and 1 grade stabilization structure,
These practices reduced sediment
entering the lake by an average of
6.6 tons per year for each acre
treated. A total of 395 tons of sedi-
ment have not entered the lake this
year that would have if these prac-
tices had not been installed. This
amount will continue each year that
the practices remain in place. Sedi-
ment entering the lake will be fur-
ther reduced by practices waiting
for installation, which include 3.5
acres of grassed waterways, 5
water and sediment basins, and 1
grade stabilization structure, and by
the acres enrolled in CRP.

Water quality is directly related
10 the condition of the soil, as is the
economy of agricultural. Soil is the
place where the crop is made. If it
slowly leaves, the effects are not
readily seen, but the cost of produc-
tion increases as the resource base
disappears. It has been estimated
that it costs $8.24 to replace the
nutrients and organic matter lost
with one ton of soil. That does not
include the price of the topsoil.
Topsoil bought by the truckload or
the bag can be costly. If you are
losing an average of 10 ton per year
per acre (a 10-ton tandem truck
load of top soil hauled off each acre
cach year) that's $65,920 worth of
nutrients and organic matter plus
the 800 tons of top soil on 80 acres.

And where does all this soil go?
Most soil lost enters our streams
and lakes, degrading their quality.
Soil loss in Tama County is primar-
ily due to water erosion. Although
Wwe can not stop erosion, our actions
effect the rate. The condition of the

Scholarship
Award recipient

Tricia Wilson

Trisha Wilson, daughter of
Dennis and Jean Wilson of
rural Traer, is this year's
Scholarship Award recipient.
Trisha's entry was also
awarded the Regional Schol-
arship with the Conservation
Districts in Towa. Trisha is
currently attending lowa State
University

It is imp 10 remember that
“Soil is the fundamental entity for
all living and non-living things. IT,
like the human race, comes in vari-
able colors, shapes, structures, and
texture, If ill treated, IT will disinte-
grate and fall short of supporting
the living and non-living things,

So, handle IT with care and
respect.”
Watershed Quiz

Answer these multiple-choice
questions and test your Watershed

1. A watershed is defined as:

a. & building that stores water

b. all the land area that drains 10
a given point in a water body

¢. a new way of organizing
environmental agencies

2. What is the main source of
motor oil contamination in our
rivers, lakes, and bays?

4. individuals who improperly
dump their car’s motor oil

b. discharges from oil refineries

¢. oil spills from ships and off-
shore wells

3. No-till farming systems,
which leave the greatest amount of
residue on the soil surface, reduce
erosion by as much as (what) per-
cent of that occurring from cleanly
tilled systems.

a.25

b. 80

c.95

4. How much land in a water-
shed is taken up by a stream buffer
network that extends a distance of
100 feet from either side of the
stream?

c. 0 percent, nobody is going to
ever take my land

5. How many gallons of water
fall on one acre of land during a
one-inch rainfall?

a. 27,200 gallons

b. enough to flood my basement

Tillage Award

¢. 45,000 gallons

6. What fraction of the totai
water supply on the planet is avail-
able for use by humans?

a. 0.1 percent

b. all of it

c. 25 percent

7. What well-known American
said, “When the well is dry, we
know the worth of water™?

a Will Rogers

b. Mark Twain

¢. Ben Franklin

8. What type of pollution poses
the greatest threat to rivers and
streams?

a municipal garbage

b. precipitation running off of’
farm fields, roads, parking lots, and
lawns (non-point source)

¢. waste dumped by factories
(point source)

9. According to United States
Geological Survey (USGS) figures,
groundwater provides an estimated
(what) percent of.drinking water
for America’s rural population.

a29

b.49

<9

10. How much money do
American water utilities spend
annually to make tap water fit to

ink?

a. $22 million

b. $222 million

. $22 billion

Answers: b, a, ¢, b,a.a, ¢, b, c,

o

More questions and information
about watersheds can be found on
these web sites:

http://www.ctic.purdue.edu
Conservation Technology Informa-
tion Center

http://cwp.org Clean Water
Action Plan

http://epa.gov/iowow Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Office
of Wetlands, Oceans, and Water-
sheds

http://rivernetwork.org  River
Network
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Why Native Grasses?

By Chester Worden,
Soil Conservation
Technician

The purpose of this article
is to help ybu understand
why the USDA now asks for
Native Grass mixes like Big
Bluestem, Indiangrass and
Little Bluestem on CRP land
instead of only cool season
grasses like bromegrass was
seeded 5 to 12 years ago. 1
posed this question to two
people who aren’t NRCS
employees and I will also
add my thoughts toward the
end of this article.

Jim Chizek, farmer and
agribusiness person, started
with switchgrass in 1990
even before the government
asked him to. He has also
planted several mixed native
grass plots of three to five
native grass varieties. He
stated, “Native mixes are
better for winter wildlife
cover than brome. They are
best for brooding and nest-
ing and easier to hunt in
than straight switch, I also
sec a lot more song birds
and butterflies near my
natives than in the brome.”

TAMA NEWS-HERALD

Terri Rogers, Natural
Resources Management
Instructor at Hawkeye Com-
munity College in Waterloo
gave me these reasons:
“Native mixes will help a lot
more with a variety of
wildlife and has more bio-
diversity than a straight
brome or a switch stand.”
Terri also stated that the
rainfall infiltration rate is
much greater on an estab-
lished native grass stand
than others. This helps with
soil stability. Restoration of
landscape like we had in
pioneer days is another
advantage according to
Terri.

Now for my thoughts.
There isn’t any doubt that
native mixes are better for
wildlife. Having the title of
Soil Conservationist behind
my name, I look ar this care-
fully also. I have found that
a4 sod forming grass like
brome grass is needed in
draws where water moves;
but that probably is the only
place native grass roots
won't hold the soil.

This proves to me that
there is room for both grass-

Look for the lines

by Stanley Dostal,
Tama Soil and Water
Conservation District
Commissioner

A turn of the plow accom-
panied by an unfortunate turn
of events created the nation’s
worst environmental disaster,
which has come to be known
as “The Dust Bowl.”

This single event, which
happened less than 70 years
ago, made us realize that our
life-sustaining land must also
be nurtured and sustained.
As a pation, we came to real-
ize that an investment in our

photo provided

Conservation Tillage Award: Jeff and Cheryl Bruene met while attending ITowa
State. They have two sons: Douglas, a junior at Gladbrook Reinbeck High School and

David, in fifth grade at Gladbrook Elementary School. Jeff's interests include:

"old

farm machinery and cars, woodworking, fixing anything and everything using what they
have." Jeff is a grain and livestock farmer. Cheryl is an interior designer at Freder-
ick’s Furniture in Grundy Center. Organizations that Jeff and Cheryl belong to
include: Gladbrook Lions Club, Farm Bureau, Tama County Pork Producers, leader
for Wolf Creek Whirlwinds, 4-H Club and youth group leader at United Methodist
Church. Jeff farms 990 acres. Most of the land has been farmed by the family for 50 to
60 years. The Bruenes moved to their present home in 1997 when Jeff's parents retired
and moved to Gladbrook. Jeff uses minimum till and no-till farming. He started farm-

ing in 1979,

soil was an investment in our
future.

In the relatively short time
the land has been farmed in
the United States, manay of
our most productive soils
have lost more than half their
topsoil and, with it, produc-
tivity. Some highly erodible
soils have lost topsoil at
rates 50 times faster than the
soil can replenish itself. On
the average, it takes nature
500 to 1,000 years to build
an inch of topsoil.

“The Dust Bowl" was the
beginning of the modern con-
servation movement, creating
agencies like the Soil Con-
servation Service (Today this
is called the Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice or NRCS) that worked
with the individual farmers
and ranchers to protect théir
land.

Lines are all around us —
lines made by nature and
lines made by people. Look-
ing at those lines tell you
much about the way we live.
On the land, lines are a
record of land ownership,
field boundaries, cropping
patterns, and natural forces.
The lines we see on the land
are a result of neglect or they
are lines, which are a result
of actions by conservation
farmers to care for the land
The NRCS will help make a
conservation plan that is
suitable for your farm.

To help us understand
these lines of the land, let's
compare conservation prac-
tices with things we are
familiar with:

Conservation tillage —
Crop residues spread across
the surface of a field could
be compared to the cheese
sprinkled over a pizza.

Contour farming — If
you've ever put a coin into a
cyclone or funnel type of
wishing well and watched the

es. They can’t be seeded
together in a mix but they
can be used where cach is
best. Natives for wildlife
and brome grass in draws
only. I have also learned
through experience not to be
afraid of seeding natives.
They can and are being suc-
cessfully grown. They take
longer to establish; but once
established, they pretty well
take care of themselves. You
can’t judge native grass
stands the first two years;
but after the third year they
will smother out weeds, are
good for wildlife, hold the
soil in place and will not
take as much of the nitrogen
out of the soil as brome
grass does.

I figure if I have learned
to raise natives, anyone can.
I am not quite old enough to
remember the pioneer
prairies; but do remember
when brome grass and
orchard grass were intro-
duced in the 40s. They were
so much better for hay and
pasture than blue grass and
timothy. Now I'm seeing the
advantages of Native Grass-
es.

coin go around and around
the funnel, you know the
concept of contouring.

Crop rotation — A farm
with crop rotation looks like
a quilt; each patch of the
quilt represents a different
crop.

Contour Strip Cropping —
The stripes on a waving
American flag and contour
strip cropping have a similar
appearance.

Field borders — A field
border used on all sides of a
field looks like a picture
frame. .

Terraces — Terraces catch
water much like eave spouts
on a house.

Grass waterway A
grass waterway works like a
water slide to safely carry
concentrated flowing water
from a field.

Contour buffer strips —
Contour buffer strips look
like the narrow rings of a

iy

dartboard of the white stripes

on a football.

Water and Sediment con-
trol basins — A small dam
across drainageway. water-

way and sediment control |

basins are similar to the
dams beavers build across
small streams.

Filter strips — Filter
strips filter sediment and
other contaminants from
water. Compare it to the lint
filter on a clothes dryer.

Windbreaks Wind-
breaks work like any barrier
to block the wind,

Multiple rows of trees are
as effective as building or
other man-made barriers.

Tree and shrub plantings
— In a sea of corn and soy-
beans, tree and shrub planti-
ng are an island of food and
shelter for wildlife,

The lines on our land
should always be the signs of
stewardship, care and dedica-
tion — not results of neglect

Traer Manufacturing
Traer - 319-478-8818

Boldt’s Food Market & Realty
Clutier - 319-479-2212

Hamilton Auto & Body
Traer - 319-478-8881

Central Iowa

Credit Union
Traer - 319-478-8044

Buckingham Coop
Traer - 319-478-2331

Clearline Cutlery
Traer - 319-478-2858

Ernie’s Plbg., Htg. &

Air Cond
Traer - 319-478-2512

State Farm Insurance

Joe Morris
Traer - 319-478-8310

Farmers Mutual Insur-

ance Assoc.
Traer - 319-478-2585

Gas-N-Grub
Traer - 319-478-2144

Pioneer Hi-Bred Int. Inc.
Dysart - 319-476-2390

Sunrise Hill Care &

Rehab Center
Traer - 319-478-2730

struction

Traer Cabinet & Con-

Traer - 319-478-8635

Van’s Locker
Dysart - 319-476-3500

Vokoun Company
Traer - 319-478-2261

Appraisal & Real Estate Ser-

Traer - 319-478-2990

vices

Teddy’s

Clutier - 319-479-

2550

Tama Co. Mutual

Ins. Assoc.

Traer - 319-478-2710

L.L. Owens Ins. & Assoc.
Traer - 319-478-2710

Dysart Tire & Service
Dysart - 319-476-3977

Dysart - 319-476-2400

Sunnycrest Nursing C enterl

Community Service Agency
Dysart - 319-476-4470

Farmers Lumber Co.
Dysart - 319-476-2180

Master Clipper
Dysart - 319-476-4180

Tri-County Lawn Service
Dysart - 319-476-3088

Carl Luze Real Estate
Dysart - 319-476-4949

Ohlsen-Wrage Realty
Dysart - 319-476-7070

Famers Coop Telephone
Dysart - 319-476-7800
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New Cooperator Award:
Shadden has installed
LO0U 1L, waterways and 2,200
of narrow based terraces on
is 160 acre farm. Future
!lul on his farm call for
more terraces, waterways and
a gully control structure
Randy Nekola is the operator
of the Shadden farm.

Wild Turkey Federation -
Tama County Toms -The Wild
Turkey Federation contributed

$2,500.00 towards the Distric-
t's purchase of a native grass
no-till drill. David Draisey is
the Chairman for the newly
organized local chapter named
Tama County Toms.

Wildlife Award went to
Dale and JoAnn Fisher. The
Fishers have been married for
42 years. Their children are:
Shelly who is married to
Doug Yanecek and Eric who
is married to his wife, Julie.

DYSART mom
Jonservation Award recipients

The Fishers have taree gl'ln“
children: Katelyn, Drew and
Tyler. Dale's interests and
hobbies are hunting, fishing
and managing farms for
wildlife. Dale owns and man-
ages a hunting lodge. Dale
belongs to NAGA, Pheasants
Forever, NRA, National Trap-
pers Association and the
American Legion.

Photos were unavailable
for publication.

Tama SWCD offering trees and shrubs

The Tama SWCD is again
offering trees and shrubs for
sale this spring with a dead-
line date for ordering of
March 15

The trees and shrubs will
be sold in bundles of 25
Perhaps you have someone

you would like to share a
bundle with. The trees and
shrubs are bareroot.

We also have wildlife
shrub packages, shade tree
packages and native nut tree
packages. These packages
consist of 15 (trees or shrubs)

Ten free flowering trees from
Arbor Day Foundation

Ten free flowering trees
will be given to each person
who joins The National
Arbor Day Foundation during
January 2002

The free trees are part of
the nonprofit Foundation's
Trees for America campaign

The ten trees are two
White Flowering Dogwoods,
two Flowering Crabapples,
two Flowering Pears, two
Washington Hawthorns, and
two American Redbuds.

“These compact trees were
selected for planting in large

space, John
Rosenow, the Foundation's
president, said. “They will
give your home the beauty of
lovely pink, white, and yel-
low flowers and also provide
winter berries and nesting
sites for songbirds.”

The trees will be shipped
postpaid at the right time for
planting between February 1
and May 31 with enclosed
planting instructions. The six
to twelve inch trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will
be replaced free of charge

or small

in a package

Order blanks are available
at the USDA Service Center
Building at 203 W. High St.,
Toledo, 1A, If you would
like to have an order blank
mailed to you call 641-484-
2702,

Members also receive &
subscription to the Founda-
tion's bimonthly publication,
Arbor Day, and The Tree
Book with information about
tree planting and care.

To become a member of
the Foundation and to receive
the free trees, send a $10
contribution to Ten Free
Flowering Trees, National
Arbor Day Foundation, 100

Arbor Avenue, Nebraska
City, NE 68410, by January
31, 2002
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Conservatlon Award Wmner

Urban Backyard Conservation Award went to Tom and Phyllis Holven. The Holvens have four
children, Rebecea Alexander, Russell Holven, Douglas Holven and April Graveman. They have
11 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Tom makes shelves, decorative woodwork for the
family and makes decorative stepping stones, metal plant holders and arches for the garden.
Phyllis enjoys working in the garden, sewing decorative things, ceramics and reading. The Hol-
vens enjoy sharing their garden and flowers with others.

Tom is currently employed as a school bus driver. He is retired from John Deere where he was
a machinst. Phyllis is retired from Covenant Medical Center in Waterloo where she was a cashier.
Tom is a member of the Masons, American Legion and DAV. Both are members of St. Paul
Lutheran Church.

Read
Tama County Today
weekly!

photos provided

We Salute

Tama County MAGISTRATE COURT

the

These cases appeared before
Magistrate Ann Kuhter in the Tama
Cs Magistrate Court Wednes-
. 28, 2001

Eric Dwayne Moore, 36, Tole-
do, pled guilty to the charges of pub-
lic intoxication and interference with
official acts.

The charges were filed Nov. 18 at
8:05 pm. at 1008 Prospect Dr., Tole-
do, by Toledo Reserve Officer Dan
Johnson.

Moore was fined $100 with $30
surcharge, plus $50 court costs,

Amanda Castillo, 20, Tama,
pled guilty to vanous charges of traf-
fic violations, including: driving
while license suspended (non-pay-
ment of fines), excessive speed (41-
25), defective and/or unauthorized
muffler system and driving while
license suspended.

The first charge of DWLS was
filed Nov 18 at highways 63 and 30
in Toledo by Toledo Police Officer
Bob Kendall. The additional charges
were filed Nov. 21 at Broadway and
Grand streets in Toledo by Tama
Reserve Officer Dan Johnson.

Custillo was fined $550, with
$165 surcharge, plus $80 court costs.

Marian Lisa Roberts, 33, Tama,
entered a plea of innocent to the
charge of domestic assault.

c as filed Nov. 21 at
in Tama County by
‘Tama County Deputy Craig Kar,

The defendant is to have no con-
tact (of any nature) with the victim or
be on or adjacent to the residence or

employment of victim.

A tnal date was set for Jan. 25,
2002.

Linda Gail Snow, 50, Tama,
entered a plea of innocent to the
charge of interference with official
ats.

The charge was filed May 26 at
11:35 a.m, at 1695-340th St., in
Tama County by Tama County
Deputy Trevor Killian.

A trial date was set for Feb. 27,
2002.

Eldon Bennett, 57, Toledo,
entered a plea of innocent to the
charge of possession of drug para-
phemalia.

The charge was filed Nov. 20 at 9
a.m. at 2369-360th St., in Tama
County by Tama County Deputy
Bruce Rhoads,

A mal date was set for April 24,
2002

Nathan Robert Taylor, 19,
Toledo, pled guilty to the charge of
driving while license suspended,
habitual violator.

The charge was filed Nov. 9 at
10:15 am. at Subway on Highway
30 in Toledo, by Toledo Police Offi-
cer Ben Anderson.

Taylor was fined $250 with $75
surcharge, plus $25 court costs.

John Benda, 20, Elbcron,
entered a plea of innocent to the
charge of excessive speed (39-25),

The charge was filed Nov. 17 at
11:16 pam. at Sth and Hall streets in
Tama by Tama Police Officer Vem
Jefferson.

b

Phone: (319)

l@ans

Whether you're buying a new car,
purchasing a house, or investing in machinery,
we have the loan to meet your needs.

L @an

Contact our loan professionals today for fast
decisions, competitive rates, and incredible service

Laans

Farmers

Savings Bank - Trust - Traer

(Zr

611 2nd Street, Box 435 » Traer, lowa 50675
i78-2148 » Member FDIC

E-mail fsb,t@fsb-tracr.com * web site; www.fsb-traer.com oy

Standard credit qualifications apply

A trial date was set for Jan. 30,

Richard Neely, 37, Gladbrook,
entered a plea of innocent to the
charge of excessive speed (50-35).

The charge was filed Nov. 10at

Tama County
Soil & Water
Conservation District
and
the conservation

2:30 p.m. east of Gladbrook on
Highway 96, by Tama County
Reserve Deputy Kevin Hintermeis
ter.

A trial date was set for April 24,
2002
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efforts of the landowners

Nichole Cathcart, Grinnell, 6555,
41

Jared Fetter, Chelsea, defective
muffler, $28.

Marshon Dubbert, Windsor H
45-35,841.

Ovalik Erdem, Ames, 67-55, $54."

Debra Hanus, Tama, 35-25, $41

Jeffery OBnien, Cedar Rapids, 67-
55,854,

Gloria Ramirez Perez, Toledo, no
child restraint, and failure to obey
stop sign, $60.50.

Ashley Mathews, Conrad, no
valid fishing license, $54.

Mark Shambaugh, Ottawa, 1L, no
proof of annual inspection displayed
unit 2, $47.50.

Nuholas Feigln, Ames, 78-55,
$7740

Gma McKeag-Hall, Grinnell, 35-
25,841

Joshua Purk, Toledo, 65-55, $41

Bret Flynn, Toledo, 69-55, $54.

Rita Eichhorst, Clutier, 70-55,

7.

John Dellinger, Des Moines, 75-

55,84/
Kristine Gabriel, Tama, 35-25,

55,567, in Tama County
Trinidad Martines, Tama, 45-35,
$41, and no valid drivers license,
$145.
Laura Miller, Cedar Rapids, 65-
341

Poweshiek Water
Association

Brooklyn Office - 641-522-7416
Tama Treatment Plant - 641-484-3234

S‘Al.usk Sarin, Waterloo, 68-55, = = Tm——

S
Linda King, Garwin, 50-35, $54.
i, seatbelt,

Jason Lee Evin, LaPorte City, 65- PP E —
55,841

Dean Benda, Elberon, no retrore-
flect SHT/reflexreflect, $47.50.

Brenton Stull, Elberon, no proof
of annual inspection, sw 50, over
reg. wt. by 24.900 #,

Mitchell Anderson, Ml. Pleasant,
5545, 841,

Melissa Mayer, Tama, failure
give change of address, $28, operat-
ing a vehicle with expired license,
$54, and failure to obey stop sign,
$60.50.

1997 Ford Contour
4 dr, nicely equipped, well cared for

automatic, good looking!
eek 5 >
Only ; 9;

2 1o 475
-4'~.A<V‘~M“""/‘N"” A X

SAD AN AN AN AN

Sport package, automatic, great equip-
ment, average miles, very sharp!

until spring of 2003 on new John Deere spring tillage tools

Order today...three great ways 1o save!

Certifiad Pre-owned

A Ford Quality Checked Certified Pre-owned vehicle includes:

 6-year/75.000 mile Quality Checked Powertrain Lumlul Warmamy that
provides coverage for six years from the original Ford New Vehi

{ota) 175,000 miles on the
parts and labor)

tted Warranty start date and u
omes first (include

whichever ¢

¥ L15-point inspection

Early order specials on
spring tllage tools

Y

¥ 24 hour roadside assistance
1999 Ford F150, 4x4, Lariet, 26,000 miles
1998 Escort SE, 4dr, 46,000 miles .. ..
1998 Mountaineer, 4x4, 42,000 miles .
2000 Explorer XLT, 4x4, 26,000 miles ...

2000 F150 Supercab Lariet 4x4, 37,000 miles

Option 1 - interest-free financing unt the spring of 2003
Option 2 - Financing as low as 2.05% o 3 years,

Option 3 - Order now and get a sraght cash discount warth up 10$2,279"cr move

AR MW W vy Sependieg on mose e 0

s

1
John Deere announces interest-free financing until the spring of 2003 on all new 1
spring bllage equipment! Or take advantage of cash discounts; or a combination j
of both discounts and low finance rates. Save thousands on John Deere disks. g

1

ith us service is a business not a sidel

T
641-484-5225 *

A8 france offrs e 1 Jom Do Crngt aporovs (%73 Tus e ot bman iy | M 31, 70

St
Figure shown i the approximats amount saved Of the purchase of & 32-100l 1-inch RockDisx

1 Ford Focus SE $13,475*
2001 Ford Escort SE $10,975"
2001 Ford Explorer Sport, 4x4 $19,975*
cU(AI Mercury Sable LS, 4dr §14,975*

d Taurus SES, 4dr $14,975*
$11,975*

percrew, 4xé, XLT $28,975

50 Supercab, 4x4, XLT $22,975*

2000 Ford erjshv $17,975*
2 $12,975*
1999 Ford r2:>0 HU 4x4, auto, V8 $14,975*
1999 Mercury Cougar, loaded, iow mi $12,975"
Ford Explorer 4dr, 4x4 $15,975*
Dodge Ram Ext C: $12,975*
Lincoln Tow Sign: $19,975"
Mercury Mystique LS, V6, low miles $9,875"

Ford WindstarLX $7,975*

Ford F150, Supercab, 4x4 $12,975*

7 Ford Contour, 4dr §7,875*

rd Explorer 4x4, sport $8,975"

MANY MORE USED CARS & TRUCKS
T0 CHOOSE FROM'

P Vou Don't See I Listed. , .Ask Us!
Plonry more to choose from with New Selections Daily! 1

BEVINS MO"I;ORCO, INC.

319-444-3438 or 1-800-723-8467
www.bevinsmotorco.com
Dan Bevins
Res. 319-444-2054

800-873-5855

We Want To B

Car Co
Dale St. John Il

mpany
Ryan Bevins
319-434-6252

Res. 319-444-4044
—



