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2017 Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation Commissioner. (standing) Paul md Linda Beckman (center) re<:eive their Environment.tl Le.;~~der 
Jason Hinson, June Morgan (Assistant), and Troy Nelson; (seated) Maureen Hutchcroh, Award from Iowa DNR Director Chuck Gipp, Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Bob Hinson, and Brian Messer. Not pictured Jeff Burgus, and Andrew Mason (Assistants) Bill Northey, Governor Kim Reynolds, and Lt Governor Adam Gregg. 

Lake Geode Restoration Efforts Hit Full Swing 
By Caleb Waters, Lake Geode Watershed Coordinator 

Lake Geode is known for its excellent sport fishery, but in recent 
years the water quality has been on the decline. The lake is current· 
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ly listed on 
the 303d 
impaired 
waters list 
due to high 
concentra· 
tions of E. Coli bacteria and pH levels 
As a result, project partners have been 
working towards improving the water 
quality through a water qu.ility proj 
ect. Since 2010, a great deaJ of work 
has been completed in the watershed 
Landowners within the watershed 

1----- ----- ---- ----1 have been implementing a variety of 

D M G ( cQns~:nation practices to reduce soil 
Mutua ?~s~rance erosiOn and runoff off trom the.,. land. 

1/ssOCJtidian These practices include terraces, wa 
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terways, ponds, cover crops, no-till, 
and strip-till practices_ Landowners 
within the watershed un receive up 
to 75 percent cost-shart to volunt . ..ui· 
ly implement conserv;(ion on their 
properties 

This past year, prOJ~Ct partners 
gef!red up to begin an extensive lake 
restoration project that will include 
the removal of 200,000 cubic yards of 
sediment from the upper end of the 
lake (that's nearly 10,000 dump truck 
loads!). The restoration project will 
also include building underwater fish 
habitat, armoring eroded shorelines, 

652 Main St., Mediapolis, lA and building an in-lake sur d•m. On 

319-394-3456 June 16, 2017, a dtve team investtgat· 

1-----------------1 ed the lakes inlet. While doing so, they 
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found a steel plate covering the struc­
ture. After a few months of developing 
a strategic plan, crews were hired to 
re-install the sluice gate back into the 
dam and to remove the steel plate cov· 
ering the inlet. On October 11, 2017, 
crews removed the steel plate. Later 
that day, the gate was cracked begin­
ning the lake draw down process. It 
took approximately thirty days for the 
178-acre lake to ful ly drain 

1---- --------------1 Over the next two years, crews will 

SPERRY mechanically remove sediment from 
~ the lake. The Iowa Department of Nat-

~~~Union Store ural Resources hopes to have the proj-

~Y / FEIED and GRAIN ect completed by Spring of 2019, al­
though it will depend on the weather 
At that time, the lake will begin filling 

11721 Locust Street on its own. Once the lake is filled, the 

P.O. Box 186 fishery wtll be restocked The c•mp­
ground at the park is also slated for 

Sperry' 985-2169 a renovation over the next year This 
t-------~---------1 project will include newdrive-through 

Contour Mapping 
Drainage Analysis 
Infrared Imaging 

Volumctrics 
Machine Control data prep 

QUANTUM lAND DESIGN/AEROVIEW SERVICES lLC 
Ryan Murguia, President 319-572-2215 ryan@avqld com 
wwwquantumlanddesign.com WNW.aeroviewservtee5.com 

LUMBER CO. 

camp pads and updating breaker box­
es from 30 to 50 amps. 

For more information about the on­
going water quality efforts, logon to 
the "Lake Geode Watershed ProJect" 
or the parks Facebook page at MGeode 
State Park IA.~ You u n also contact 
the Lake Geode Watershed Coordina­
tor at 319-753-6221, ext: 3968. 

Beckmans Win Environmental Leader Award 
PauJ and Linda Beckman of Sperry were one of 81 Iowa farm families 

presented with the Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Awards during the 
Iowa State Fair in 2017 

The Des Moines SWCD nominated the Bedonans because of their strong 
conservation fanning ethics and Paul's objective ~to run a successful prof 
itable farming oper<~tion, while improving his soils." The award is a joint 
effort bet\'leen the Governor, Lt. Governor, Iowa Department of Agricul 
ture and Land Stewardship, and Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
to recognize the efforts of Iowa's fanners as environmental leaders com­
mitted to healthy soils and improved water quality. It seeks to re:ogni.z.e 
the exemplary voluntary actions of farmers that improve or protect the 
environment and natural resources of our state, while a1so encouraging 
other farmers to follow in their footsteps by showcasing the success that 
they have had 

Find more information and current news about 

the SWCD on Facebook at "Des Momes County 

Soil and Water Conservation District" 

SWCD FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 
July 1, 2016 -June 30, 2017 

Cheddng Ge!'leRIIAccot.lnt 
Balance, July 1. 2016 

Receipts: 
Seed Sale!. 
Cookbook Sale< 
Bluebird Bol(es Sales 
0\ed(lng Account Interest 
1M Re1mb!Jrsement 
Geode Reimbursement 
TOTAL 

Expenditures: 
Po<t>ge 
Sales Tax 
Awards 
Commissioner Travel 
Poster Contest Prlles 
PF Seed 

"""' Sympathy/Get Well EJI:presSIOilS 
omc.eSupplles 
Scholarsh1p 
Cover Crop Aeld Day 
PF Banquet Sponsor 
Bluebird Box Supplies 
Farmers Maritet 
Soils Judging Contest 
Env1rothon 
TOTAL 

Balance, June JO, 2017 

Special Pro)ectS/Payroll Account 
Balance, July 1, 2016 

Receipts: 
Account Interest 
FB Program 
Tntem Program 
TOTAL 

Expenditures: 
Payroll 
PF FB Biologist 
Taxesi!PERS 
l ntem Travel 
TOTAL 

Balance, June 30, 2017 

~Watershed AccOunt 
Balance, July 1, 2017 

Hou.r~: 

Receipts: 
Account interest 
IOALS - payroll & supplies 
Transfer from payroll for tal(es 
TOTAL 

Expenditures: 
Payroll 
Taxes, IPERS, p.e>yroll fees 
COnferences/training --Supplies 
PTintlng 
TOTAL 

$ 10,313.05 

$ 75,736.46 
40.35 

112.35 
6.18 

2,000.00 
---1l.S2 

$ n,912.9l 

244.00 
5,630.00 

27.75 
932.40 
180.00 

63,150.50 
1,150.00 

125.00 
2 .. 5.67 
350.00 

32.31 
500.00 
107.02 

13.67 
100.00 

----'lWIII 
$ 72,838.32 

$ 15,387.66 

$ .. 2,785.85 

13.84 
7,786.80 

---UZll..><l 
$ 11,279.1 .. 

$ 4,207.14 
2,500.00 
1,012.39 

____1.lll.,lS 
s 7,820.88 

$46,244.11 

$ 6,326.58 

$ 2.02 
65, 126.75 

....J..llZ.2l 
s 66,466.68 

s 36,297.47 
29,5 15.44 

46 1.80 
582.62 
3 15.70 

----'!l1J!S 
$ 67,313.88 

$ 5,479.38 
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Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 

72nd Annual Report 
Healthy Soils Are Full of Life 

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District, in partnership with Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company and Conservation Districts of Iowa. spon. ored the 

annlUI poster contest for all students in the county 
The 2017 theme was ''Healthy Soils Are Full of Life." Soils are the foundation for everything that we are and do-from the clothes that we wear, the food we eat, to the house 

we live in; every person and thing gets its start from the soil. Healthy soils are important for growing our food . People and plants need healthy food to live and grow. 
The contest consists of five divisions - Division 1 is kindergarten and 1st grades; D1vision 2 is 2nd and 3rd grades; Division 3 is 4th-6th grades; Division 4 is 7th-9th grades; 

and Division 5 is 10th-12th grades criteria included visual effectiveness and univers;::al==-----::;=-------~ 

Division 4 Winners from Burlington High School were Abby Division 3 winners from Mediapolis Schools are Solomon 
Peters, 1st; Peighton Davis, 3rd; Spencer Brown, Honor- Zaugg, 1st; Alyssa Haynie, Honor.tble Mention; Ella Russell, 
able Mention; and Isaac Morehead, Honorable Mention 2nd;LaraeSteiner,HonorableMention;andJaydonWirt,3rd. 

Personnel During 2017 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS BURUNGTON FIELD OFnCE STAFF 

Maure.on Hutchcroft, Q\airperson & Co­
Treasurer 
Robert H1nson, Vice-Cha1rperson 
Bnan Messer, Co-Treasurer 
Jason H1nson 
TroyNP'I~ 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 

x~aurgus 

Drew Det.ang, 01stnct ConservatJomst 
Shiloh Bradley, Resource ConservatJonist 
~ndra Pruett, Soli Conseovabon 
Technician 
taleb \Vate", Geode Wate"hed 
Coordinator 
Erica Yost, Pheasants Forever Farm 811! 
~~ogiSt 
Enc Bro, Swnmer Intern (May • August) 
Jamie Gnmes, State ConservabOn 
Assistant June Mor!Jan Messer Receives Soil and Water 

~And=rew=M"""===:=:::===:==::=::========~ Conservation District Scholarship 
swco Financl;,l Report The Des Moines County Soil & Wa-

Of Statt- Funds ter Conservation District honored a 
July 1, 2016 -June 30, 2017 local high school senior with a schol-

Budget & Operating F~ $ ,,ooo.ool arship in 2017 This scholarship is 
Total Allocaoon sponsored in conjunction with the 
CtommiSSioflers Expense s 896.83 Conservation Districts of Iowa (COl). 
~~~~wards : ~~~:~ Matthew Messer of Burlington High 
Balance s ( 2.03) School was the recipient chosen He is 

the son of Brian and Diane Messer 

REAP PRAcnCES 
Forest Stand Improvement - 69.6 ;;~cre.s 

W•ter • Sediment Control Basin (Knotty Creek priority wi!ltershed} - 1 no. 

-~unds Paid!"~ ~-In~ ~nty 

REAP FORESTRY & NATIVE GRASSES 
Forest Stand lmprovemen~-10.1 acres 

F~nds Pa~ II] ~Moines Coun__tv 

COST SHARE 
Terraces- 1S,802 feet 

W•ter • Sediment Control S.sln- 1 no. 
Putunl!l • Hay1and Planting - 5 ar:ra 

Summer Construction - 1 •ere 

$ 9~319.50 

$ 921.~ 

s_g9s3.tJ 

LAKE GEODE- PUBUC OWNED LAKES, WSPF, 319 
CoverCrops-371.8 .aes 

Terraces - 1,305 feet 
Grade Stabillutlon Stnlcture- 1 no. 

SepUc System Upg~es - 3 no. 
Strip nil - 73.2 acres 

Matthew is currently attending Des 
Moines Area Community College. 

Matthew was chosen from the ap­
plications received from seniors 
throughout the county. In order to be 
eligible, the student must be planning 
to attend college to pursue programs 
of study in any field of agriculture or 
natural resources Criteria consid· 
ered in judging the applications in­
cluded scholastic achievement, need 
and leadership, which include service, 
character, and self-motivation. 

£unds _P~Id ~n_~ Mol~-~"!Y • $19,l_54.89 

WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE 
Cover Crops- 2.590 i!IOU 

Strip Till- 2.50.5 ac:N:$ 
l'll ftrificatlon Inhlbftor - 160 acres 

Thanks for Your Help 
The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 

District is a govemmen~ subdivision that relies heavtly on 
donattons, whether it is cash donations from landowners or 
product donations from businesses. 

Businesses donating goods or services to the SWCD during 
7.017 mcluae 
· Papa Murphy's~pizza gift certificates to give as honorable 

mention prizes for the poster contest 
·Mediapolis News-prints our Annual Report every year 
• Des Momes County Fau-booth space for one day 
The Des Moines County Soil ar.d Woiter Conservation District 

dunks each and t>very one of youl Those wanting to make a 
donatlon should c.ill the SWCD at 319-753-6221 
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serving you since 1960 
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Breuer Agency, Inc. 
650 Main St/PO Box 32 (319)394·3323 
Mediapolis, lA 52637 (319)394·9466 (Fax) 
breuer1@mepotelco.net (319)750-7161 (Cell) 

Kevan Mellinger, Ucensed Agent 

Insurance- Auto, Home, Farm, Crop, Business 
Tax Preparation/Notary Public 

Providing stability down the road 

Crop~ ~) Production -
Services 

Crop Production Services-Mediapolis 
419 Wapello Street Nonh 

PO Box 506 
Mediapolis · IO\\a 

3 19-394-3900 (office) • 319-394-3998 (fax) 

~,,\,\111/;~ 

~~~ '§ Moming ~ 
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Fann Implement. Inc. 
\lorninJ! ~un. I \ • t.H 9) Kl.R-758(, 

Geode Forestry Inc. 
o Timber Sales 
o Tree Planting 
• Forest Management 
• Consulting 

1923 - 14Dth Street • P.O. Box 86 • Swedesburg 
(319) 254-2232 

www.geodeforestry.com 

--FARM BUREAU 
· · - FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Vince King 
3 t 9-394-3805 office 
645 Mam Street 
Mediapolis. lA 5263 7 
vmcent.king@.fbfs.com 

Sperry, Iowa 

319-985-2417 • ASGROW 

Denmai<31!).52S4122 
8unngton31!).752-620! 

Dilposr of your 
tfl;llh ill 11 ~•fr and 

srcuu munnrr; 
shrrd or \ON tmd 

ruydr! 

Wever31G..17~-514 1 

Farmers Sa" ings Bank, Built on Tradition, 
Trust and Team\\-Ork 

www.fsbwever.com 


	Des Moines County Annual Reports0093
	Des Moines County Annual Reports0098

