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Many years ago. a bridge was 
constructed over a small creek 
which flowed under what was 
then a part of the Lincoln 
Highway. on the northeast edge 
of Dunlap. Later. the Lincoln 
Highway was re-routed. and 
that former segment of It 
became a street In Dunlap. 
which had grown to encompass 
the area. The street was called 
Uncoln Way. In deference to Its 
history. and the old bridge 
carried a lesser volume of 
traffic. 

Years of stress. however. had 
taken Its toll on the bridge. 
Erosion had also degraded the 
creek banks. causing the bridge 
supports to be undermined and 
the structure unsafe for travel. It 
was then the Harrison County 
R<Y<\d Department decided to 
remove the bridge and replace It 
with a wooden "Greenwood" 
flume. This provided adequate 
gully stabll17.aUon for a number 
of years. 

At that lime. the site was still 
considered to be outside the city 
IJmfts, so It was a county 
responsibility. Meanwhile, 
vandals set fire to It, damaging 
the wooden chute. and It began 
to deteriorate. Each year. there 
was more deterioration, and 
less maintenance. The lack may 
have been due to the fact that 
the city felt the stn.Jcture was 
the county's problem, as It had 
always been. But as the city had 
grown. Its parameters had also 
expanded. The county fell the 
street and the structure was 

• now a part of Dunlap proper 
With each side at somewhat 

of a stalemate. deterioration 
continued. The flood waters of 
1993 and 1996 probably were 
the final blow. and the structure 
was felt to be beyond repair. 
Uncoln Way. at that point. was 
caving In, and down to one way 
traffic. 

Giles Lacey. current Mayor of 
Dunlap. sald during a recent 
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Interview: 
'We had accepted the fact 

that the problem was going to 
have to be the city's. But the city 
didn't have the funds to do what 
needed to be done. When I saw 
the original engmeer's cost­
estimate. I couldn't see how In 
the world It could be done. I 
finally got In touch with Russ 
Kurth at the Natural Resource!> 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and asked If he could help us 
design or plan something to 
solve the problem. That was the 
best move I ever made. Russ dld 
some research and found that 
this structure. Site A-3. was In 
the Mill-Picayune Watershed. 
and sWI eligible for funding. 

"When the county Installed 
the Greenwood flume.' Kurth 
explained. "It provided the 
needed gully stabiliZation for 
the sites upstream. But now 
that the structure was falling. 
Public Law 566 funds could be 
used to Install a new structure 
which would continue to provide 
gully erosion control." 

Charles Carrigan. City 
Council member and Mayor 
Pro tern. continued, "Russ also 
proposed different Ideas which 
would bring the cost down, and 
be just as effective." To which 
Russ added, "Other watershed 
structures on the land above the 
site had helped decrease the 
water flow so that a smaller. 
less expensive pipe would 
suffice. Normally when a 
watershed structure Is built on a 
road, a cost-share agreement Is 
made between NRCS and the 
project sponsors. The sponsors 
normally agree to pay 40% of 
the constn.Jction cost. and 
NRCS agrees to complete the 
survey, design and Inspection:· 

After various "brainstorming" 
sessions Involving Mayor Lacey. 
Carrtgan. NRCS and other city 
council personnel. a plan was 
devised. Since NRCS engineers 
did not have Ume to do the 
surveying or designing. the city 
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Russ Kurth , commission ers Anita Met}ler and Dwight Mills, Cha r les Carrigan a nd Engineer 
Mark McCurdy (kneeling) examine damage at the site in 1977. 

was to pay Snyder and 
Associates Engineering firm of 
Atlantic for those services. 
NRCS then. through the Mill Pic 
Watershed program. would pay 
the costs of construction 

Members of the Dunlap City 
Councll at that Ume were 
Carrtgan. Ruth Sherwood. 
Lorraine Houston. Kurt Kline 
and Conrad Knlckman They 
agreed to the proposition But 

• first. easements had to be 
obtained from landowners who 
would also be Involved with the 
project. Lacey and Canigan set 
out to talk to these people. and 
get their consent 

Carrtgan commented. with a 
grtn. Those on the far side of It 
weren't too hard to deal with, 
but some of the rest took a little 
convincln~." 

Lacey laughed and added. 
'Yeah. Charlie can be pretty 
convin all But he d 
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a good job. and they (the 
landowners) came to see It 
would be a big benefit to them." 

The contract was let. and 
Larry Clark Construction of 
\VhiUng was the low bidder for 
the project. The plan called for 
the removal of the old wooden 
structure and installation of 
116-feet of 96" diameter. 
corrugated metal pipe. A 120" 
diameter riser 9-feet tall was 
attached to 96" diameter pipe to 
provide the designated grade 
control upstream. 
ApproXimately 1500 cubic 
yards of extra fill dirt was 
needed to cover the pipe and re 
establish the roadwav. 

'The contractors didn't lose 
any Ume. but got right to it and 
stayed with it unW the project 
was done," Lacey stated 
emphatically. 'They did a good 
job. too. The contract was let on 
October 7. they began 
construction on October 12. and 
it was completed and the road 
open again by November I :· 

Carrigan shook his head and 
saJd. "I Uunk that Is a record .. 
gelling It done that fasU I agree 
with Giles . . . that first 
engineer's estimate had me 
saymg 'no way'. but this just 
shows what cooperation. and 
finding the tight people 
(gesturtng toward Russ) can do ' 

Lacey nodded. and went on to 
say. It was a job that had to be 
done. arid through cooperation 
between a large number of 
people It was done. That just 
shows what happens when 
people work together I believe 
It's Important to kPCp 
communication lines open. and 
that Is what we tried to do. 
Everyone Involved knew what 
was happening at all times." 

Installed at Site B 3 (Pleasant 
View Park) In Dunlap He 
pointed out that upland 
treatment by private 
landowners east of It would 
really be of benefit. 

I remember years ago when 
I was a ldd, the Idea was to 
contour and build terraces. and 
build control stn.Jctures In the 
ditches. But something 
happened to that •• the funding 
was cut down for one thing. and 
people just seemed to lose their 
enthusiasm. or something. I 
have worked In conservation 
wtth farmers around the area. 
and have been familiar with It 
since I was a kid. I still have the 
old hand Ievell used back then 
I spent 30 years as a federal 
employee. I guess I know 
something about how the 
system works." Then with a llft 
of an eyebrow and a grin. he 
added " .... when it works!" 

Russ pointed out that a 
pooling of resources was also 
important to Ute success of the 
project "Tite city's agreeing to 
provide or contract the 
engineering assistance for this 
structure really speeded up the 
process, he affirmed · NRCS 
engineers were busy witlt 
projects for Emergency 
Watershed programs In other 
parts of the state The tumn~ , 
was also right. a:. NRCS's fiscal 
year ends on September 30. 
There were funds left over from 
another project which needed to 
be committed by the end of the 
fiscal year It just happened that 
the structure at Dunlap was 
designed and ready to go. and 
just the right size to use the 
remainder of the funds 
available. So with cooperation. 
combining of resources and a 
little luck. It all worked ouL 

Carrigan, Lacey and Kurth.are shown at the same location in November, 1998, afte r the 
new structure waa completed. 

Lacey also commented that 
such cooperation m!ght be 
valuable In getting a filter dam More photos on Pa ge 2 
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Th is photo, taken in 1997, s hows t he degradation of t he 
stream bank , a nd also t he det erioration of t he old woode n 
flume. 
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The same site with new instaUation in place, Nove mber, 
1998. 

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full line of 
products and services 

FEED - FERTII.JZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 

OIL & GRFASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BAl"I'EmES u ~ARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPIJES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GRFASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'EmES - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAULING 

ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES 

Elevator {712) 643-5342 
Shop {712) 643-5993 
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Drop in use of soil-saving 
tillage methods a concern 

Conservation and farm 
group leaders are concerned 
about an apparent drop on the 
use of soiJ-savtng reauce<l 
Wlage methods In Iowa 
PreUmJnary results from the 
1998 conservation Ullage survey 
shows a 25 percent drop In no 
Ull methocb. and a 12-percent 
decline In total conservallon 
Ullage from 1997 

ll appears thls decline Is 
across the stale, according to 
s urvey analyzers. LeRoy Brown. 
Slate Conservationist for NRCS 
says. ·we urge fanners to leave 
crop residues on the soli surface 
lh1s fall after harves t This 
protects the soU from falling 
raindrops unW the next year's 
crop can prolectiL " 

Conservation and farm 
groups have also noticed fewer 
crop residues thls year. The 
Com Growers Association Is 
convinced that conservation 
Ullage has worked and saved 
mtllJons of tons of topsoil In the 
pasL They are concerned when 
they hear reports and see extra 
Wlage going on. accorcllng l.o 
Larry Kay. Kay ls a 
Potlawatt.amle County farmer 
and representative of Iowa Com 
Growers. 'We need l.o be as 
concerned as ever about soli 
erosion. " he sald. 

The decline In conservation 
Ullage Is being atb1buted t.o a 
long. dry fall last year which 
provtded the Ume and 
opportunity to till farm fields 
after harvesL Other reasons 

given for more Ullage trtclude a 
cool, wet spring. compacUon 
problems and less attention to 
conservation compliance. 
Conservationists feel they have 
valid answers opposing each of 
the reasons for more Ullage. 

Apparently conservation 
compliance Is sUJI an Issue for 
farmers. Most farmers, however. 
are s upporting the conservation 
compliance concept and 
following their conservation 
plans. Butll mus t be again 
emphasized that may still lose 
USDA program benefits If they 
don't follow their plans. Almost 
all of those plans. for example . 
call for conservation Ullage. 

Conservatlonlsls and some 
long term no-llll fanners also 
took Issue with the Idea of 
needing l.o WI because of extra 
time In the fall. or cold. wet 
springs. 

'You lake away your options 
for next spring when you tJIJ 
after harvest In the fall," sald Jim 
Gulllford. Olrect.or of the 
Division of Soli Conservation for 
the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship. He said that five 
years of on -farm analysts. 
looking at economic records 
from 1623 com fields and 1189 
soybean fields showed that corn­
oean rot.au ons In Iowa using 
mulch-till. rldge-UII and no-till 
systems have more profit than 
systems wtth llttle or not crop 
residues. These figures come 
from the MAX-Farming for 

WHERE T HE WISE ECONOM IZE 

ENJOY EXTENDED EVENING AND WEEKEND 
HOURS FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE 

MISSOURI VALLEY, lA 
8:00A.M. TO 9:00 P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

8:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. SUNDAY 
PH. 642-3148 * DEll 642-4487 

WOODBINE, lA 
7:30A.M. TO 8:00P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

7:30A.M. TO 7 P.M. SUNDAY 
PH. 647-2240 

Maxlmum Efficiency reports. 
Sotl-savtng Is cited as a 

strong reason to farm with 
residues. Fields were severely 
eroded thJs summer after heavy 
rains. but those with heavy 
residue suffered much less 
damage than those wtth little or 
none. 

Other Information from the 
conservallon Ullage survey 
showed the following; 
(Comparing 1998lo J997) 

A 25% reduction In no· WI 
com and soybeans. 

1\vo counties are 50% or 
more no-UII; 31 counties are 
25% or more no UU: 28 counties 
are less than I 0% no Ull/ 

Counties with the highest 
no· UU percentage are In 
southern Iowa. All but two 
(Harrlson and Shelby) of the 
counties wtlh 25% or more no 
Ull are south of or Include 1-80. 

The largest no-Ull Increases 
came In the early I 990's as 
farmers Implemen ted 
conservation plans required ln 
provtslons of the 1985 and 1990 
farm bllls. 

77 counties had a drop In 
no-till, with 44 counties showing ' 
a drop of 25% or more. However 
22 counties had an Increase In 
no-till. 

No-till decUne was ln both 
com and soybeans. However. 
51% of the com and soybeans 
produced In 1998 were ln 
conservations Wlage systems. 

Whlle acres of no-UU and 
conservation Ullage decreased. 
acreages with 0% to 15% cover 
Increased. nearly all of the 
Increase being In com fields. 
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Planting legum~s for wildlife 
by Ed Weiner 
DNR Wildlife Biologi\t II 

Cooperators are completing 
seeding of land enrolled m the 
16lh and 17th CRP signups. and 
qutetly anticipate future CRP 
signups that will benefit producers 
and wildlife alike. Wildlife 
benefits of CRP have been greatly 
mcrcased by inclusion of legumes 
in required grassland sccdtng 
m1xtures. 

Legumes have long been 
known to be a valuable 
component of w1ldlife hab1tat and 
are utilized by numerous wildhfe 
species. They provide essential 
cover for a variety of wtldlife 
activ1tes. Legumes. such as 
partridge pea and lespedeza. arc 
important food sources for upland 
brrd~. and like all legumes. they 
attract good populauons of 
insects, creating a smorgasbord of 

-Wild licorice 
Scurf pea 

Common introduced 
legumes found in the area: 

Allalfa 
Sweet clover 
Red clover 
Wh1te clover 
Ahtke clover 
C1cer m1lk vetch 
Btrd\foot trefoil 
Roundhead lespe&!za 
Korean Iespedeza 
Seneca le:;pcdeza 
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vulnerable to mammal or raptor 
predauon. 

Kevin 
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daughters Emily, left and Ashley. 

'Y high protem food for young 

I 
phea.<;ants and the ground nesttng 
upland brrds. 

Sefecuon of a legume spec1cs 
depends on the type of wildlife 
cover that IS to be established 
Winter cover, roosting cover or 
loafing and escape cover is be:.t 
prov1ded by tall legumes such as 
alfalfa. sweet clover orlespedeza. 
The tall spec1es provtde good 
overt1ead cover while protecting 
them from strong winds and snow 
MediUm height legumes such as 
alfalfa or red clover arc well suited 
to acuviucs such as nesung and 
brood rearing. Clover and alfalfa 
allows hens to castly lead the1r 
broods to forage on insects 
attraCted by the cover. Shorter 
legumes such as brrdsfoot trefOil 
and white clover are unhzcd for 
loafing by smaller blfds such as 
quail, and mammals such as 
rabbits and rodents. 11le shorter. 
less dense cover perm1ts these 
smaller an1mals to move freely 
wh1le foragmg. Maximum wlldhfe 
benefit is derived when legume.s 
arc established m a 3: l mu with 
cool season grasses such as 

Research contmues to show 
that delaymg hay harvest until 
after July 15 greatly increases 
Survival of young birds and 
mammals alike. An opuon for 
w1ldlife IS to make sure that fields 
to be harvested early are cut short 
late m the fall, so there 1s httle 
residual cover in lhe spring. If th1s 
opuon ts employed. fields to be 
harvested after July I 5 can be left 
with 10 to 12 mches of growth 111 
the fall. Early ne.\hng brrds will 
select the tall cover field over the 
short cover fields. thereby creaung 
a secure area for nesting through 
July 15. Wh1le th1s is not a 
perfect soluuon, it does provide 
add.lllonal benefits for wildlife for 
farmers who want to make a 
difference. 

Kevin Holcombe honored 
"K~vm ct:rtatnl) left h1s mark 

on tht: landscape, '' 11h many m1les 
of terrace~ h~ des1vned and la1d 
out. H1s techmcal assistance on a 
''Ide vanety of other conservation 
pracuc~s '' 11l also be nonced for 
some time to come 

tUe or 

creases 
as 

pin 
showing 

In addition to wildlife benefits. 
legumes provide great benefits to , 
the soilm wh1ch they grow 
Legumes transform gaseous 
mtrogen mto nodules in the If root 
systems. addmg valuable Nitrogen 
to the so1l tn which they grow. ln 
life their root systems protect soil 
from eroding. and m death, they 
release mtrogen to nearby plants. 
or tO the SUCCeSSIOn Of plants that 
will follow 

Most of us are fam1har wuh 
legumes such a~ red clover or 
alfalfa. but less familiar are lhe 
numerous native legumes found 
growmg tn unculuvated areas. In 
their hidden locauons, they 
provide the same values to w1ldlife 
and the land as they hve out thelf 
life cycle in obscurity. Below 1s a 
list of some commonly found 
nat1ves and a lis t of some 
common cultivated legumes which 
are found in the region. 

Common native legumes 
found in tbe area: 

Partridge pea 
Illinois bundle-flower 
Purple and white 

pramcs clover 
Leadolant Canad:l 

milk vetch 
American deervetch 
Tratlin I! wildbean 

WALKER . 
SERVICE . 
"Your full-

service 
station" 

Lubrication 
Ignition 
Brakes 

Tire Repair 
Wrecker Service 

Highway 30 
Woodbine 

Ph. 712-647-9921 

brome, orchard grass or umothy 
Most mtroduced legumes such 

as alfalfa and clover are grown for 
forage and hay crops. Generally. 
timmg of lhe ftrSt hay cutting 
COIDCidCS With the peak of 
hatchmg for birds such as 
pheasants. Adult brrds and ch1cks 
caught unaware can be swallowed 
up by mowers or condiuoners, and 
incubating hens flushed from 
nests, leaving unhatched eggs 

Legumes create a valuable 
wildlife cover type. and provide 
both food and cover needs for 
upland nesung btrds and small 
mammals. Selecuon of the proper 
legume is criticalm creatmg the 
type of cover desLCCd. Managing 
the legume w1th w1ldllfe 10 m1nd 
greatly mcreases 1ts value as cover 
for todays blfds. and Will 
contnbute to the succes.s of 
tomorrow's nests. 

Keuin Ring ~ 
Bulldozing !~.6~u r ~ 
0' Hauling~* ~) 

Bulldozing • Terracing .. Building Site 
Grodlng • Cleoring • All Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Hauling R oclr:, Sand. Dirt II' 
Asph olt 

712-485-2 431 Neola, lA 

. .......... ·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· . · .:t::+:!+::+!!t:;"t';~:y;~;oy;~~~~~~~;'lr.:.;~~~. 

Commercial 
Federal~. Bank 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
• .-.;~~~~~;'9';~~ :r.~ ..... ....-;-.;....-...,;~..,;;y;~~;-r. ~ 

Serving all of Harrison County 

Woodbine (712) 647-2301 
Pisgah (712) 456-2291 
Persia (712) 456-2425 

-----
FDIG _ __, __ _ 

Ke'm Holcombe, ''ho had 
served as So1l Conservation 
Tcchmc1an at the Logan 
NRCs.swco office smce 1979. 
was recently transferred to lhe 
Wmterset field office He began h1s 
duues there on Januar)· 4 H1s '' 1fe, 
Robm, 1s employed at the State 
Farm Serv1ces Agency (FSA) 
office 10 Des Momes. They ha\e 
two daughters. Ashley and Em1ly. 

Rush Kurth, Otstrct 
Conservallomst commented: 

The field office staff'' til 
certamly mtss Ke\ m's help, 
espec1ally when cooperators 
request ass1s1ance on proJeCts for • 
'' h1ch he la1d the groundwork 

"\\ e w1sh Ke\'ln ·the \'ery best' 
m his new adventure " 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

[§.) riREEN}PLAN· 
O·IJiltS~ t'IC C56731 

Gnd mapptng ts one of modern farmtng's most tmportant new 
technologtes And no one knows how to make 11 pay oH for your 
farm1ng operation better than your local FS Crop Spectalist. 
Us1ng the FS GREEN PLAN", he'll help you to analyze vttal crop­
ping data - from soil sampling to y1eld monttonng - 1n order to 
prov1de you w1th accurate, stte-spectftc recommendations. Gtve 
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start charttng your 
course toward optimum yteld and ma>Cimum profits 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-1610 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-1313 • Grtsw'iid 778-1134 
Malvern 614-8611 • Audubon 563-1675 
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USDA EQIP 
cost-share 

• s1gnup 
announced 

The USDA has announced a 
s ign· up period of January 2 5 
through February 5 for 
landowners who want to apply 
for cost-share funds from the 
Environmental Quality 
Improvement Program (EQJP) 

'The sign-up Is for the 
program's s tatewide concerns. 
said Russ Kurth. Harrison 
District Conservationist for the 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 'There 
are 52 local EQIP priority areas 
which will have their own 
separate sign-up and pracllces.' 
Kurth noted. 

Hamson County has 2 of the 
local Priority Areas: WtUow 
Creek and Mill Picayune Creek 
Watershed Site S-5. East 
Pottawattamie has one in the 
Farm Creek Watershed 

The Intent of EQIP ls to get 
the maximum conservation 
protection for the funds 
expended EQIP offers cost 
share (generally 50%) for 
lns taUing conserva tion 
practices . as well as Incentive 
payments. Applications 
received during the sign-up will 
be In the first group to be 
considered for funding. and 
based on the fund demand In 
previous sign-ups there wtll 
llkely be only one s ign-up 
period In 1999. Funds will be 
available for the followtng 
resource concerns : 

• Uvest.ock manure 
management and grazing lands 
~ • soU erosion 

• priority lakes. municipal 
water supply Impoundments 
and lakes. DNR priority cold 
water streams and agricultural 
drainage wells. 

Producers will be asked to 
enter Into 5 to 1 0-year contracts 
that speclfy the type and 
amount of conservation work to 
be done wtlhln a specified 
timetable. 

Payments are then made to 
the producer when the 
con servation practices 
spectned In the contract are 
satisfactorily es tabU shed. 

USDA 

Woodbine 

Manufacturing 

(712} 647-2050 

Commissioners David Christensen and Everette Wohlers are 
administered the oath of office by Commissioner Chair 
Babetta Lucke. 

"I promise to do my best 
(Woops! Wrong oath!) 

• • • " 

Oa\ td Chrhtcnscn of P"gah 
and E\Crene Wohlc1:. of :1.1tssoun 
\'alley ''ere recently s\\om mas 
HJmson County Sot! and \\atcr 
Con!><:nallon Dtstmt (SWCD) 
C'onums>~oners 

Chnstensen has 'aved as 
\ ss1stant Commts"oner smce 
I 994, and wa~ elected as full 
Comrrusstoner last '\:ovember He 
operates Ius own 240 acre farm m 
the Ptsgah area. and ts also 
mvolved m the fa.mtly farm 
operanon wtth hiS father and 1\vo 
brothers Dav1d also works at a 
part-time job m Counc1l Bluffs. 

Wohlers, an mcumbeot, was 
also elected to another term m 
November He bas served as 
Commtsstooer smce 1993, havmg 
been an assistant comrruss10ner for 
several years pnor to that ttme 

Any land outside of the 
Harrison and Pottawattamie 
EQIP Priority Areas would be 
ellgJble for thls 'statewide 
reaource concerns' stgn-up. 

Anyone Interested In 
apply1ng conservation 
practices may stop at their local 
USDA Service .::enter for s ign­
up Information. 

Everene farms 4 15 acres whtch he 
owns, and 263 of whtch he ts 
operator Ht .md ht> \\ tfc: Karen 
have four sons. 

C'ha1rman Babena Lucke 
admmtstercd the oath of ollice 
durmg the January spec1al session. 
Other commtsstoncrs arc Zane 
McBrtde of Logan and Anita 
\If ether of rural Logan, ~agooha 

SWCD commtsstoners are 
respons1ble for helpmg dtrect sotl 
and water conservauon and 
financtal mcentive programs m the 
county, addressmg sotlloss 
complamlS, approvmg sotl 
conservation plans, and planmng 
such acttviues as student field days, 
poster conteslS and other evenlS. 

They serve staggered four-year 
terms, unsalaned, on a volunteer 
basts. 

EQIP Is part of the 
Conservation Provision of the 
1996 Farm BUL 1l11s program 
focuses on conservation 
pr1ority areas, maximizes 
envi.ronmenlal benefits per 
dollar used and Increases the 
Involvement of communities 
through locally-led 
conservation. 

HUS.Z 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

44114 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKLAND, IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 711-481-6851 

Tim HUS% 
Ph. 711-484-3435 

Construction, LLC 

rracec; • Waterways • Cleanng 
• Buildmg Sites • General Earthwork 

• 20 yrs Experience • References upon request 
•Free Estimates 

No-till corn favors 
ammonium nitrogen 

Ammonium sulfate ls an 
excellent source of nitrogen 
for no-till because it is not 
subject to losaes from 
ammonia volatilization. 

Results of a two-year no-Ull 
com study conducted by the 
University of Illinois highlights 
the superior N efficiency of 
ammonium sulfate. a ferUllzer 
source that originally gatned 
attention for It sulfur content 

Ammonium s ulfate contains 
24 units of sulfur In the sulfate 
form but new research shows It 
Is also an effective source of 
nitrogen - particularly for no­
till applications. Ammonium 
sulfate contains 21 percent 
nJtrogen. all In the ammonium 
form. 

According to Or. Fred Below. 
crop physiologist with the 
University of Illinois. 
ammonium sulfate ls an 
excellent source of nitrogen 
because It Is not subject to 
losses from ammonium 
volaUllzaUon. a problem that 
affects surface applications of 
urea and urea contalnlng 
fertilizers like UAN solution 

Volatil17..atJon is a process 
that releases fertilizer nitrogen 
Into the atmosphere. The risk of 
N loss from volatillzation 
Increases In no Ull because of 
the presence of crop residues on 
the soU surface Crop residues 
contain urease. an enzyme that 
triggers ammonia volaUllzation 
when urea forms of nJtrogen are 
broadcast and left on the 
surface of the soli. Without 
rainfall to work the fert1Lizer 
past crop residue and Into the 
soU, N losses from volaUllzation 
can reach 30 percent or more 
after three days. 

·Ammonium sulfate can be 
broadcast on the surface of a 
no-till soU with little risk of N 
loss." says Below. 

Ammonium sulfate also 
resists N losses from leachJng 
because Its positively charged 
ammonium tons bind to 
negatively charged soU particles 
and become relatively Immobile. 
Rainfall after application of 
ammonium sulfate Is less llkely 
to move nJtrogen out of the root 
zone than urea or nitrate-

contalning sources. 
Over a two-year period. 

Below and associates examine• 
the performance of ammonium 
sulfate and six other nJtrogen 
treatments when applied at 11 
different no-till locations 
throughout Ullnols. The 
researchers used production­
sized plots and their findings 
take Into account a variety of 
soli and weather conditions. 
"Ammonium sulfate consistent! 
produced hJgh y1elds across all 
environments," says Below. 
'Some fertill.7..er N sources need 
the addition of amendments to 
maintain their efficiency In no­
un. but ammonium sulfate 
performs well In no-Ull systems 
without the help of amendment 

Loess Hills 
Info Fair 

Open house for small 
a creage owners In the Loess 
Hills and an "Information FaJr' 
will be held March 6, 9 am. to 2 
p.m. at the Visitors Center In 
Pfsgah 

Those who already own 
small acreages. or who plan to 
bulld on one In the Loess Hills 
may find the event Interesting. 

Representatives of several 
public agencies wUI be present 
for consultation about various 
Interests. Topics may Include 
buUdlng In the hills. landowner 
options. woodland programs. 
conservation programs. 
neighbor relations. erosion 
control. etc. Representative 
personnel will be from the 
Harrison County Conservation 
Board. the Loess Hills State 
Forest Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Iowa 
Stale Extension Agency. 
Harrison County Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the 
Harrison County Land1lll and 
Recycling Department 

Those attending are 
welcome to request Information 
about these and any other 
topics unique to the Loess Hills 
and Its soU. {>rtnted malerials 
with further Information will be 
avallable. 

£w~@lcsrw®scs 

©®ffi~{llJ'tn@~ft®ffi 
Conservation. work of an 

kinds! . 
Walt&Gary 

712-485-2094 712-488- 3843 

26966 Major Ave., 
Neola, lA 51559-6046 

(712) 643-2281 

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague • Dunlap, Iowa 51529 
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Bus Brown Drive 

Woodbine, Iowa 

401 Mill St., PO Box 75 
Lewis. IA 51544 

Home (712) 769- 2360 
Mobile (712) 254-2360 I GrE 
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"A tour of problems & solutions" 
• apldly-growtng 30 foot ditch 

Next. the group vlsited the 
Don Eyler farm. where a severe 
cutback comtng,omg ofT Graybill 
Creek was divldtng the farm. Don 
Is considering dolnq the same 
thing that his neighbor. 
Commissioner Marlyn Von 
Weihe. did on tl1e other side of 
the creek. to solve the same 
problem. Marlyn explained. 
Most all of these watersheds are 

too large to control With a costly 
dam. so we are trying to find new 
and dUTerent ways to stop the 
degredatlon of the stream and 
the cutbacks coming ofT the 
stream." 

IIIla! I 

County Board or Supervisor members, Distric t 
Commissioners and other public officials examine a large 
cutback during the Legislative Tour or East Pottawattamie 
County. 

Those attending from the 
County Board Included Arlyn 
Danker. Delmar Coos, Robert 
Williams. Betty Moats. Stanley 
Grote and Tim Wichman. State 
Representative Jack Drake and 
Ben Post. Aide to Senator 
Ganske. also made the trip. 

Jlm GUiesple from the Iowa 
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Loess Hills 

~ matertab 
utlllll w1ll be 

by Greg Matbh 

The sight of the Southwest 
Iowa Transit bus going aver a 
steep h1ll In the middle of the 
stalk field was strange Indeed! It 
was on a mission! 
Commissioner Russ Brandes 
reported that six members of the 
County Board of Supervisors. 
the field representative of 
Congressman Greg Ganske, a 
State Representative, a 
representative from the Iowa 
Dtvtston of Soli Conservation. 
and two employees from the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service boarded the bus at the 
Annstrong Research Center 
Fann. It was a warm 1\Jesday. 
December 15, and the plan was 
to visit eight different sites. 

Chairman Darrell Stamp 
called It a "tour of problems and 
solutions." He said, "One of our 
biggest erosion problems Is 
streambank and streambed 
erosion. The streams and creeks 
are getung det'per and wlder. due 
to the Intense drop In elevation 
In each mUe of the creeks This 
causes the creeks to dig deeper 
Into the soU and simultaneously 
the banks start cavlng away. ' 

One of the first stops was on 
the Floyd and Anne Willlam:s 

..... farm which has Walnut Creek 
running through ll. The Williams 
escorted the ~roup around the 
farm. showing where they have 
built one small waterway this 

n 

843 

B-2281 

JZING 
JlldozJng 

3 51529 

fall. They also showed us where 
they plan to put a windbreak 
arounp the farmstead, and a 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto 
Duane McFadden 

and Lonn Schleuter 

New Holland 
Great Plains * Hiniker 

Kinze * Krause 

ftlterstrlp along the creek. 
New terraces were recently 

built above an old ditch. whJch 
will be rebuilt Into a waterway 
next year. Where the old ditch 
dumps Into Walnut Creek. a 
severe cutback exists. which wlll 
require a structure to stabtll7-t 
the proposed waterway outlet 
and the surrounding bank. 

Looking upstream, a two foot 
waterfall can be seen cutting 
away at the streambed. Most of 
the conversation on the bus 
revolved around how to best 
stabilize the ~loughlng banks 
and stop the cutting of the 
waterfall. 

The next stop was at the 
Lester l-eighton farm. where 
l-ester. who ts both a farmer and 
contractor. had recently 
completed a grade stabilization 
structure using sheet piling and 
riprap on the un-named creek. It 
appeared to be very effective 
and an efficient way to control a 
straight section of this creek 
The creek had been fast- flowing 
and causing cutbacks \1.1thin the 
streambed 

A stop was also made at the 
Mark Perdue fann to vlew a 
newly constructed conventional 
dam, which was to control a 

Dlvlslon of Soil Conservation, 
and Jeff Ztmprich, NRCS Area 
Four Conservationist from 
Atlantic were present. Also were 
Clair Acker, State Technician 
and Greg MathJs. District 
Conservallonlsl from the 
Oakland NRCS office. 

Spring rains bring 

fall terrace breaks 
Becky Lockwood, State 

Secretary for the East 
Pottawattamte SoU and Water 
conservation District. didn't 
know whether to brag. or cry! 

'We've had over two-hundred 
applications for cost-share to 
repair terraces", she said. "''m 
accustomed to sixty or eighty 
applications for building new 
terraces each fall. but not thJs 
volume! 

The Farm Service Agency 
received emergency fundrng 
(Emergency Conservation 
Program ECP) for repair of 
some conservation practices 
which had been damaged by 
heavy rams this spring. 
However. they could only cost 
share amounts of over $1563 
worth of damage. ThJs lefl a void 
for t11ose producers who had 

Crop Production 
Services 

Fertilizers, Chemicals 
Scouting, Custom Application, 

GPS & Other Agronomic Services 
.... 

712-7 41-54 73 or 1-800-578-2902 
317 West Kimball 
Hancock, Iowa 

Commissoners re-elected 
by Mlchelle Zimmerman 

Darrell Stamp of Lincoln 
township and Russ Brandes of 
James Township were recently 
re elected as East 
Pottawaltamle SWCD 
Commissioners. They bring to 
the board many years of 
conservation experience 

A commissioner Is a 
volunteer promoter In the 
community. helping direct such 
activlties as field days and 
educational meetings. They 
also help distribute 
conservation materials to the 

pubUc by promoting 
conservation contests and 
awards programs. 

• 

As commJsstoners. Darrell 
and Russ will help decide the 
direction of soU and water 
conservation programs In the 
county. and will have the 
opportunity to Influence slate 
and national conservation 
programs 

Their Involvement Will 

lesser amounts. The district 
commissioners decided that 
terrace repair for those 
producers who do not qualify for 
ECP would be an appropriate 
use of the Local Option Sales 
Tax (LOS'O money 

To date. there have been 
more than 1400 terrace breaks 
turned In as repaired under this 
proqram. Becky reports that 

Include actlvlties such as soli 
loss complaints, establishing 
acceptable soil loss Umlts, 
publlshJng an annual report. 
approvlng soli conservation 
plans and assisting In the 
management of district funds 
and personnel 

Among other things. the 
commissioners will take part In 
regular monthly meetings. 
become knowledgeable of the 
soil and water conservation 
laws and programs. develop 
and cany out soU and water 
resource conservation plans 
and help direct frnancial 
programs . 

Five commissioners elected 
at general election on a non­
partisan basts for staggered. 
four-year terms govern each 
district. Only one 
commissioner may reside In 
any single township. 

For more Information. those 
Interested may call or vlsll 
their local district office. 

only a UtUe over half of the 
applicants have reported lhelr 
number of terrace break 
repairs. 

Commissioner Chairman 
DarreU Stamp commented that 
this program spreads the 
funding round to benefit a larger 
number of rural people In the 
East Pottawatlamie area. 

750 No-Till Drill 
.Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 

• Steds mto mtuallv any 
condition w1th mim· 
mal \Oil dtsturb.Jnce 

• '\rw hw'' hvdrauhc~ 
lt:t ) ou Sri op~ner 
down.prmurf Ill 
se<onds. 

• E.\cept1onalaccuraq· 
and c~pth ccnt:ol. 

• Ad)ustablf, C(lrrOSi'lO· 

r~mtant, 3·posltlon 
Sl.'t'Mrrllhzer d•1 1der 

• 10·, IS· Jill! !li·l(l\lt 
1\ldths Full,~ l\h 
cltaraml' lorJIIl or 
gram l~rtlhzer fhO. 
UOII httch JI'JIIabJ~. 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712-486-2441 800-373-3185 

GOOD DEALS ••• AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 
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1999 state cost share policies announced 
The East Pottawattamle Soli 

& Water Conservation District 
Commissioners have finalized 
the policies for state rost­
share funds. The 
commissioners customized the 
Iowa Financial Incentive 
Program rules to best suit the 
dlstrlrl's needs. The following 
cost-share policies were 
draOed by the board for 1999; 

I) One first priori1y 
application per 
owner/operator will be allowed 
per calendar year . (Ownership 
documented ln the office as of 
January I. 1999) Applications 
for 1999 wtll be accepted 
beginning at 8:00a.m. on 
January 6 at the Oakland NRCS 
office. 

2) Maximum terrace footage 
allowed wUI be 7,500 feel CO'>l­
shared at 50% not to exceed 55 
cents per fooL The maximum 
amount of cost-sh<U"e available 
per terrace job Is $4.125. 
regardless of terrace type 
TopsoiUng will be required 

3) Tlltng will be cost-shared 
at $300 per Intake not to 
exceed total cost-share job 
(terrace and tile) of $7,500. 
Tiling war only be cost-shared 
In coryunc!ion wtth the 
construction of new terraces. 

4) Sign-up wtll be divided 
toto three lists: spnng. summer 
and fall One season may be 
cnosen AppUcallons wUI be 
chronologically picked up as 
that season's funds become 
avallable. No assurances of any 
fall allocation. If applicant ts 

not ready when his tum ~mes 
around, that applicant's name 
wtU be dropped from the list. 

5) Those persons receiving 
stale cost-share the prior year 
(1998) wtll be a second 
priority. These applications 
will be placed chronologically 
by dale of sign up after those 
not receiving cost-share the 
prior year. 

6) If the Dlstrlct sUll has 
funds after the list of first and 
second priority Is allocated. • 
approvals wtll then be granted 
chronologically to third 
priority. This priortty could 
Include appiJcations from 
persons receiving cost-share 
earlier ln 1999. These 
applications will be approved 
only after first and second 
priority jobs are covered. You 
can have one application for 
terraces and one application 
for a structure. both as "fin.l 
priority" 

7) For those landowners 
bulldtng thelr own terraces. the 
NRCS strongly recommends 
they have access to a hand 
level or transit and tripod for 
checkout. 

Appllcatlpns taken out of 
the office to be signed 
cannot be a ccepted prior to 
January 6 , 1999, n or show a 
1998 date. If the appllcaUon 
Is returned by mall , lt 
should not reach u.s before 
January 6 . All contractors 
will be spot-checked by 
NRCS staff. 

JOHN DEERE 
160-HP 8100, 180-HP 8200, 200-HP 
8300, AND 225-HP 8400 TRACTORS 

HIGH·PERFORMANCE POWER 
• 'Hlgh-t.orque. fuel-cfftcienl 

John Deere 8 1 L 
Powetrooh engines 

• Can generate as much as a 
10 percent power bulge 

• Mamtam lugh-t.orque 
performance to as low as 

1 ,000 rpm for easy, 
heavy-load starting 

• Exclusive Field Cruise" 
oontrol mamtams oon­
stant speed for uniform 
seeding, ferti.lizlng, and 
seedbed making 

Warner Implement 
Woodbine, 712-647-2702 or 

1-800-369-2703 
MissDuri Valley, 712-642-4117 or 

1-800-999-0568 

WATERWAYS 
Waterways staked and 

constructed to NRCS 
specifications will be cost­
shared at 50 percent. not to 
exceed 40 cents per foot. up to 
2 .500 feel tn length not to 
exreed $1,000.00 Please no~: 
A 20-year maintenance 
agreement will be signed prior 
to receiving cost-share funds. 
pursuant to Division of SoU 
Conservations Rules In Section 
27 of the Iowa AdmlnJstrative 
Code. Chapters 10. 12, 13. 
Please refer to the back of your 
cost-share application Tile 
wtthln a waterway (available 
only wtth county funds) wtU be 
50 cents per foot per tile ltne In 
a waterway wtth a maximum of 
two Ule lines per waterway. The 
maximum on the waterway 
would be one mile. 
SUNQ4ER !NCENTrvE 

I) Maximum terrace footage 
allowed will be 7,500 feet cost­
shared at 60% not to exceed 66 
cents per fooL For terraces 
(not need.lng tiling), a 
maximum amount of cost­
share available per terrace Job 
Is $4.950 will be available for 
all types of terraces. Topsolllng 
will be required. 

2) Tiling wiU be cost shared 
at $300 per Intake not to 
exceed a total cost -s hare 
job (terrace and tUe) of 
$7,825. Tiling will only be 
cost-shared In conjunction 
with the constrtll:tlon of new 
terraces. 

3) Fund for summer 
construction can only be 
obligated after June l . and the 
terraces must be completed by 
August 15. (NO 
EXTENSIONS) People 
receiving s ummer cost-share 
funds wtl1 need to build the 
terraces durtng the summer. 
Extensions will not be granted 
due to the operator having com 
or beans to harves t. We will 
help stake out areas for small 
grain where the terraces are to 
be constructed to the best of 
our ablllty. 

STRUCTURES 
One .first prtortly 

application per 
owner/operator wtU be allowed 
per calendar year Structures 
wtll be cost-shared at the rate 
of 50 percent of the estimated 
cost or actual cos t. whtchever 

VANDEMARK 
HEATING, 
COOLING 

PLUMBING 

FURNACES, HEAT 
PUMPS I AIR 

CONDITIONING, 
WATER HEATER 
SERVICE AND 

INSTALLATION, 
PLUMBING 

Check out our 
service agreements 

and save $$$ 
Free Estimates! 

woodbine 
712-647-2627 

Is less not to exceed $7.000 per 
structure. Structures Include 
ponds. grade stabilization 
(638). earthen and non earthen 
structures. cattle panels. rock 
chute. s heet piling. sediment 
bastns. wetlands. etc. It Is 
highly recommended these 
jobs not be ·self builL' 
WINDBREAKS 

Cost share Is at the rate of 
75 percent up to $700 per 
wtndbreak through the 
Resource Enhancement & 
Protection Program (REAP). 
Individual limits are $12 per 
tree and $2.25 per shrub. 
NO TILL INCENTIVE ON 
CRP 

The no-till tncentlve ts 
offered to encourage the 
practice of no-tilling toto CRP. 
Participants need to sign an 
agreement of understanding. 
that payment would not come 
unW the sprtng, to vertfy that 
they did no-till. Although this Is 
a "one-time Incentive payment 
per acre", It ts hoped that the 
practice of no-till wtU continue 
on these acres. The Incentive 
payment Is $10 per no-tilled 
acre of explrtng CRP ground No 
acre limit ts set. or cap on the 
total dollars per person. 
Applications may be made by 
the landowner or the producer. 
Once the planting Is completed. 
participants must sign a 
producer cerUflcation and 
supply chemical htstory on 
selected acres (to be used ln 
future educational programs) 
and NRCS staff wtU certify no­
till on CRP acres prior to 
paymenL 

WELLS 
The PottawattamJe County 

Board of Supervisors offers a 
program whereby stale fundtng 
can be utilized for the purpose 
of properly pluggtng 
ab'Vldoned wells. Cost-share 
on wells ts avallable at 50 
percent of the cost of the 
closure up to $200 maximum 
on first-come. first-serve basis. 
Applications are available at 
the Oakland NRCS office. 
Pluggtng must be completed by 
a certified weU-plugglng 
contractor or wtth on -site 
supervision by the Coun ty 
Resource Planner 

REQU!RED INFORMATION 
When you are tn to apply for 

any cost-share, please brtng all 
necessary tnformation you. 

I) We need to know 
ownership and tract number 
where construction Is planned. 
Do not sign up tn the 
"operator's" name. 

2) We need your aoc!al 
sec~ty nUDBber (~ 
Individual) or Federal I.D. 
number (If partnership, 
corporation, etc.) when you 
sign up. A separate form for 
th1s wtl1 need to be completed 
at the time of sign up. 

3} The landowner signature 
ts required on the cost-share 
application. If there Is more 
than one owner which will 
result to two (or more) checks 
charged to separate social 
securtty numbers. both 
signatures are required. A 
signature may have to be 
obtatned ahead of time or a 
Power of Attorney (POA) wtll 
need to be In our fUe. A Farm 
Service Agency POA cannot be 
accepted 

4) All applications must 
have a landowner signature. 
Any person may deliver the 
application for the "landowner". 
tf the "landowner'' has signed an 
application wtth a 1999 date. 

5) All cost-share proJects 
must be located on land wtthtn 
the East Pottawattamle District 
boundaries. If land Is located In 
West PottawattamJe. Mills. 
Montgomery. etc .. you must 
apply for cost-share at those 
dlstrlct offices. This ts a slate 
policy. and we cannot make 
exceptions. 

To receive cost share. the 
landowner must sign a 20-
year maJ.n tenance agreemenL 

Know yow approll::l.mate 
footage, especially If It will 
amount to less than our 
maxlmum amounL (Changes tn 
applicaUon footage will res ult 
tn more paperwork for you and 
the office.) If you have an Idea 
of a contractor you may use. let 
us know. 1bis helps the 
technJclan schedule staking. 

Again, lmow yow soclal 
sec~ty number or Federal 
Identlflc.ation number. 

Citizens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checking ~ Savings ~ Certificates ~ All types of 

~ (712) t82-6431 ~ 
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It takes manpower to put in the dry fire hydrant on the the 
Dean Rus h farm In Southeast Pott county. 

Fourth rural hydrant installed 
"You can't get there from 

here" is about the' truth when 
you are ln Griswold and need to 
get to rural areas of Southeast 
Pottawattamle County. 
Griswold veterinarian Dr. Lew 
Boucher said, "I lry to cross the 
nver only once a day to make 
farm calls 1f I can. It's a long 
way around to get to this side of 
the nver." 

This situation Is a 
particularly big concern to the 
volunteer fire department 
which Is responsible for 
emergency calls ln rural 
southeast Potl county. 
Griswold Fire Chief Jim Wyman 
said, 'With the bridge on 
Highway 92 out. we have to haul 
water several miles to the north 
to cross the Nlshnabotna River. 
We have UtUe chance of 
controlling or putting out a Ore 
ln that area without a closer 
source of water." The bridge wt11 
be closed durtng the wlnter 
months when ho)..lse Ores and 
buJldlngs using a heat source 
are the most prevalent. 

District Commissioner Russ 
Brandes was approached 
about the situation. The district 

decided to help finance a dry 
fire hydrant If a farm pond 
could be located. On Saturday, 
December 5, a crew from the 
Griswold volunteer fire 
department met on the gravel 
road next to a pond on the Dale 
and Jesse Rush farm. to Install 
the new fire .hydranL Bruce 
Damgaard. who has supervised 
the other three dry hydrant 
lnstallaUons. provided advice 
and guidance. Greg Mathis, 
NRCS District Conservationist 
from Oakland, brought the 
necessary hardware to 
complete the hydrant. 

After uslng two farm 
tractors to pull the backhoe out 
of the mud. and brtnglng lnner 
tubes and bass boats to deal 
with the "ornery" 80-foot.long 
PVC pipe. the lnstallaUon was 
finally completed just as the 
temperature was dropplng and 
alight mist begl~g to fall . 

Thanks to Drew Kirkoff for 
providing a backhoe. and to 
Ftre Chief Jim Wyman and the 
Griswold crew for providing 
manpower and equJpmenL Also 
thanks to Bruce Damgaa.rd and 
Gre~ Mathis. 

Posters 
wanted 

Do you like nature or 
conservation? Are you In 
klndergarten through 12th 
grade? Why not share your 
creativity with lhe Soli and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners? 

This year's theme for the 
annual poster contest is "In the 
Children's Hands·. The theme 
emphasiZes the need for future 
generations to consider the 
legacy lefi to them. and what 
they will do with il 

Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company and the 
Auxiliary of the Con">ervatlon 
Dl!'trlcts of Iowa co sponsor 
the poster contest. 

The poster contest is open 
to all students In Iowa from 
Kindergarten through 12th 
grade. The divisions are as 
follows: 

Division I - Grades K. 1. 
Division 2 - Grades 2. 3. 
Division 3 - Grades 4 · 6. 
Division 4 - Grades 7 9. 
Division 5- Grades 10 - 12 
Posters should reflect the 

contest theme. They should be 
on regular poster paper Wlth 
the siZe being no smaller than 
14 by 22 lnches, and no longer 
than 24 by 36 Inches. They may 
be of any medium such as 
paint, magic marker, pencU, cut 
and paste, collage. decoupage, 
crayon. etc. 

Judglng of each poster will 
be based on the conservation 
message (30 percent), visual 
effectiveness (25%), and 
universal appeal (25%)_ 

For more lnformatlon or an 
entry form or to leave your 
poster. contact the local Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District. The posters are due by 
Monday. March 15. 1999. 

We know that a fool and his 
money are soon parted, but It 
would be Interesting to learn 
how they got together ln the first 
place. 

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc. 
DUNUP, IA51529 OOWCrTY, IA51521 PANAMA,IA 5t562 LOGAN,IA5t546 

E 43-53150 17 4-3344 489-2535 644-2.540 
80().23>5360 

Grind & Mix • Health Aids • Custom Spraying • F~ed • Grain • Seed • Fertilizer 

* Purina Chows 
Receiving Chow 
Cattle Liquid Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 
Horse Chows 

* Fertilizers 
Dry, Liquid & Ammonia 
Custom Application 
Soil Testing 

• Western QLF 
Liquids & Protein Tubs 

*Equipment * Livestock Equipment * Seeds 

*Grain 
Buy & Sell Grain 
Grain Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

Sioux Gates Dekalb Corn & Beans 
Husky Feeders ' Golden Harvest Com & Beans 
Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses 

Think about windbreaks now! 

Now is the Ume to be 
thinking about ordering trees 
for your wlldllfe or farmstead 
windbreak. This past month, 
cold. blustery winds have rolled 
through acreages and 
farmsteads. causlng pipes to 
freeze and feedbunks to nu up 
with s now. and drivewaYS be 
drifted shut. 

A good way to prevent this Is 
to plant trees and shrubs 
around the area you wish to 
protect. By properly planning 
your windbreak and 

shelterbelL you can have an 
effective living snow fence and 
prevent drifis from 
accumulating In thesr> areas. 
By reduc:nc, wind velocity, 
annual fuel costs can be 
reduced by as much as 30%. On 
the leeward side of the 
windbreak the temperature t 
usually a few d j:(rees higher 
than in the open. 

Other enVIronmental 
benefits of ,helter belts and 
windbreaks mclude noise 
reduction, evaporation 
reduction and dust nitration. 

Contact the East 
Pottawattamie Sotl and 

Water Conservation Dlslrlct 
at 482-6408 to help ln 
developlng a windbreak plan 
and discuss tree varieties, 
location. care and cost-share 
options. 

Grants available 
by Michelle Zimmerman 

Are you a teacher or parent 
with a great Idea for a leaching 
project to help educate 
children and young adults 
about conservation or 
environmental Issues? If so. 
financial aid Is available. 

The East Pottawattamle 
SWCD Commissioners have 
established an environmental 
education grant with emphasis 
on soli and water conservatJon. 
and environmental education. 

The grant Is funded through 
donations received from the 
public. It Is available to all 
three school district, county 4-
H clubs. the Annstrong 
Research Farm, or any other 
organiZation with education In 
mind. 

The grant committee will 
meet three Urnes each year to 
score, rank and dis tribute the 
funds. 

To request a grant 
appUcaUon, those Interested 
may call 712-482-6408 

Great New Ideas. 
Ne.v Ne.v wet muiii-<!ISC clutCh 
Transm ssron •ncreases dUiabl oty by 
Standard : cush•on•og torgue load1ng 
4 -speed surface wfi P d SSipat ng heat 

NewEngne 
AGCOAIIIS 
600Senes 

lurtxx:hatgc<l 
I QUid cooled 

desels 
transm1ss1on 
oropiJOOal 
18-speed 
Power shill 

New ultra· 
oom'Oitable cab 

New Sty1e 
loNprOMe 
sty1•ng tor 
tneteast.>d T 

IIISibrhly ' 

lntroducmg the nr'' \CCOJt \llis 
9700 SenrsThe 97 00:. g.\e 
you a chotcr oft wo cotnplctcly 
nc'' modrl::.. the I :25 PTO hp 
<r::n and tht' 1-t) P'l 0 hp 
<>?-6 Comr get a good look 
at orw toda, 

New electronrc 
3-polnth>tch 

~I:EEg l 
Robinson Implement 

Box 257, Irwin, lA 51448-0257 
Ph. 712-782-3171 or 1-S00-448-0807 
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"Before Communism failed, they were led to believe 
(This is the lut of a series 
of a.rtlcles concerning the 
visits of Kelly Summy of 
Midwest Ag. Service, Inc. 
and Gary Thien of Thlen 
Farm Management, Inc. to 
the S lovak and Czech 
Republics in 1994 and 
1995.) 

Exrerpts from the Farm 
M.lnagement Te;\m Report In 
1994. Continued. 

Saturday ScptemLt·r I 0 
Darrell (Unkemann) 1nd I took 
a bus down to Bardejov and 
toured the city The downtown 
are:1 was beautiful with many 
stores operated by private 
bu.,lneSl>eS. Food and oU1a 
goods.are qUite lnexpensi\ t' as 
compared to the coslln L:nite-d 
States. Electronics are more 
expensive than In the Stale'>. 
however A typic-al worker In 
the country earns 6.000 sk. or 
$200 per month Forty to siXty 
percent of their wages are 
spent on food. We never saw a 
shortage of food and the food 
was very good (One would 
wonder If food Is still as 
plenUful and cheap. since the 
economy in those countries 
has worsened, according to 
current news reports.) 

Sunday. September II. 
Darrell and I spent the day 
prepartng for our 
presentations or semmars for 
the upcoming week. We 
arranged sUdes and overheads 
were translated Into Slovak by 
our interpreter I (Kelly 
Summy) was to speak on 
management; what a manager 
does. the management process 
and how to develop and 
lnlplement a management 
plan I would also discuss 
budgeting and rapltal 
lnvestmanL I would uc;e an 
overhead on the economics of 
of purchasing a new or used 
combine Darrell would also 
revtew decision making; how 
fanners make decisions and 
the declslon-mak1ng process. 
After our presentation. we 
would show sUdes and discuss 

11fe on American farms. At the 
completion of the seminar. we 
would hold a question and 
answer period. 

Monday. September 12: Our 
first semJnar was at the 
Bardejov ~ MlnlslJ'y It was 
arr<.nged by the Ag Chamber. 
whic·h Is headed by Mr Btros 
and the~ Mmlster We had 15 
priv<tle farmers in attendanrc. 
\\1th qulle .1 variety of 
Individuals represented After 
our initial introduction, they 
mtroducffi themselves and told 
us a II tlJe abou l U1etr 
barkl(round and the size of 
their operauon 

Most of the private farmers 
were operaung 10 to 40 ha 
(her tares) of land. and owned I 
to 10 milk rows. Those In 
attendance ranged from 20 to 
70 yeilrS of age. The two oldest 
farmers present were the most 
vocal They staled the1r despair 
and aggravation with the 
Communist regm1e, and 
wondered If they had been left 
alone. where would they be 
today? They were cUsrouraged 
that the government wasn't 
tak.Jn~ an artive role In 
assisung farmers and that 
thln~s were not rhangmg 
under the new leaders 

Much of the discussion had 
to do with the government and 
lack of Involvement or 
assistance and the their 
perception that U.S. agriculture 
is hl~hly subsldl.led. We told 
them we would dlcuss Ute U.S. 
subsidies In our presentation 
and would rompare them to 
what they are rereiving. We told 
them to C}l.pect less 
government assistance. to 
think in a new way. as the 
government would mostllkely 
conunue to play a smaller role 
In a~rlcullure In the country 

It was eVldenl that the 
pnvate farmers Viewed the 
large coUecUves as their major 
compeuuors. They stated land 
has no value In the counlJ'y. 
and there Is no C'OmpeUUon to 
rent land. We told them to 
anticipate a change In the 
future. as land would estabUsh 

• ·your Jfometown 'Bani( 

~(!(;Jt]IJ(!r;J 
---Natwnat•Bank---

Council Bluffs • Mam Bank. 201 Bennett Ave. • Midtown Bank.IOO> W Broadway 
Missouri Vllley • Crescent • Carter lAke 

Member FDIC 

Sheep peacefuUy graze in a field in the Zborov Collective 

a market price and rental 
value. based on economics and 
profltabiUty This would then 
establl!>h a competitive 
situation for both the 
sale/purchase and rental of 
land. We discussed producllon 
costs. land values and 
profit.1bUJty In the U.S The 
farmers were surprised to find 
slnlllarllles In (U.S.) market 
price and production expenses 
to those found Ill Slovakia. 

I presented the ' 
management and capital 
expenditures program I 
showed the break even cost to 
justify the purchase of a new 
and a used C'omblne This was a 
comparison ofbuy1ng new 
versus used equlpment. I 
encouraged them to keep In 
mind that new Is not always 
better 

I was pleased with the 
seminar. We had good 
Involvement from the 
participants. and they were 
taking notes lliroughout. The 
·workshop began at9 a.m. and 
closed at 1:30 p.m We thanked 
those who attended, and 
wished them weU In the future. 

We also encouraged them to 
work together. and share labor 
and equlpmenL 

Tuesday. September 13: We 
held a seminar in Presov 
County In Presov. Slovakia We 
had 25 colleclive managers In 
attendance, and they had good 
questions and Interaction. We 
had some lndlvlduals from the 
Slate Land Fund who were very 
Interested In our leasing 
program In the U.S. 

After a brief introdUction. 
we agaJn asked them to 
Introduce themselves and give 
some background lnformallon 
about their collective. We 
changed the format of our 
presentation so as to address 
their major concerns. 

Those In attendance 
discussed the major problems 
faced at their coUectives. They 
were similar to others from 
other collectives we had 
visited Lack of capital. high 
Interest rates. huge debt 
servtce, high fuel costs. high 
unemployment. low wages. 
excess labor. old equipment 
and poor markets for their 
products. 
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We were pleased with the 
workshop and grateful for their 
active participation and Uvely 
questions. The time went too 
quickly. It's difficult to cover all 
the material in a 3 or 4 hour 
session . and leave time for a 
question answer period. 

At the completion of the 
seminar, we were Invited by 
VIctor Nemec. Chatrman of the 
Drul.ztsvo Agricola Collective. 
to take a tour of their site We 
accepted. and drove 10 km 
south of Presov Into a very 
productive region. This 
collective was formed from the 
separation of a larger 
collective after the revolution. 
It was approximately 700 ha In 
sl7.e. 

We made a short lour of the 
Uvestock facilities and drove by 
some of the farmland. They had 
excellent ·appeartng alfalfa. 
which was the best we had 
seen to date. Unfortunately. we 
saw them mlx1ng good quality 
alfalfa with wheat straw to feed 
their datry herd. The facUlties 
were In poor condition. and the 
Uveslock very dirty. They were 
experiencing some of the same 
problems as the other 
collectives. Mr Nemec Is an 
older man and very 
opinionated about the 
m.Jslak~ of the past and the 
present problems they are 
facing. I was more impressed 
with hls "right-hand-man" who 
had a veterinary degree. was 
well educated and more 
opuirustic about the future It 
Is apparent that the success of 
this operation will lle In the 
hands of the younger 
generation and thelr work 
ethic. 

It Is my opinion that many 
of the daJry operations in this 
region will cease to exist wlthm 
the next Ove years. There Is an 
over-supply of milk. and no 
need for the large numher of 
dairy operations found In the 
region Most of the dairy 
operations are operating at a 
loss. They slated they were 
making a profit on thetr gram 
operation and hog production. 
The coUectives are reluctant to 
leave bulldlngs sit Idle or 
consider making changes 
which will be profitable In lhe 
long term. Most have made 
drastic cuts In thetr labor force. 
some by as much as 50% since 
the revolution. I beUeve further 
cuts will be needed. forced 
upon them by the economy 
Improved and more efficient 
equipment would reduce the 
size of their mechaniZation 
units. requiring less 
maJntenance. parts and -
JIM SCHABEN 18 
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they were leading the world in technology" Gary Thein, speaking of 

the people of Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic 
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equipment. 
(Condensed notes from 

seminars presented on 
September 14 and I S) 

The only lease utilized ln 
Bardejov ts the cash lease. The 
tenant pays the real estate 
taxes and not the landlord. The 
net profits. If any. are paid to 
the s hareholders of the 
collective at the end of the year. 
Most have been operating at a 
loss, so no profits are paid to 
the owner at year-end. 

They were amazed to find 
that subsldles tn the U.S. are 
the same or less than they are 
currently recetvtng. Farm 
subsldles created a lively 
dtscusslon and question­
answer session. We suggested 
they should be prepared to do 
more with less government 
subsidies In the future, as we 
have experienced In the United 
States. 

We discussed the 1980 farm 
crtsts tn America and the 
stmllarlties to the problems 
they are currently factng ln 
Slovakia. They were unaware 
we had faced any difficulties or 
hard Urnes and thought the U.S. 
fanner was very profitable. 

We returned to the Hotel 
Mlneral and met late tn the 
evening with collective 
managers who had dnven for 
11 hours to be there. We had 
lunch with the group and got 
an update on lhelr operation 
and how thlngs were 
progresslng with them - or 
nol All of the collectives In 
both Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic had been impacted 
by drought conditions 

We drove south to meet with 
lng. Pavel Bodor, Chairman of 
the P.O. Osdany ln R!mavska 
Sobota County. SlovakJa. This 
collective Is 1.150 hectares and 
located ln southern SlovakJa, 
north of the Hungarian border. 
It Is a productive a~cultural 
region, with gently roiJing land 
which appears to be more 
fertile than that ln Barjedov 
County. 

Crops grown included 
wheaL barley. rye. com. alfalfa 
and clover They have 400 head 
ofbeefand dairy cattle and 60 
SOWS 

In 1989 they had 104 
employees: today they have 52. 
No further labor cuts are 
planned as the workers are all 
relatives or part owners ln the 
collective. Approximately 850 
ha are owned by prtvale 
farmers: the rest by Jews who 
were killed ln WWll, with no 
surviving heirs to receive the 
return of the land. Ownership 

Boyer Valley 
Farm & Home 

Center 

"Your one-stop spot 
for all your home 
construction and 

repair needs· 

Woodbine, lA 
712-647-2816 

Roger & Pat Melby 
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The ruins of an ancient castle are outline d against the sky 
in the Zborov distric t . The lands s urrounding t he castle h ave 
been farmed for centuries, dating bac k t o feudal days. 

then Is unsettled. They were 
the only collective we visited tn 
SlovakJa that had paid profits 
to shareholders. 

Milk production was very 
low per cow, and they had lost 
2.5 million sk that year to dale. 
But they have placed no 
emphasis on upgrading the 
genetics or feed rations for the 
dairy herd. but concentrated 
more on grain production. 
which has been profitable. 

The collective recently 
purchased a John Deere 2640 
combine for 5 million sk, or 
$180.000. Thls took much 
negotiating by the Board of 
Directors. according to Bodor. 
We asked to see the combine. 
but he staled It was on dlsplay 
at the University. Bodor said he 
was very Impressed with the 
combine, which he sa.Jd would 
do 5 Urnes the work of their 
German-made combines with 
far less field loss. The 
nelghbortng collectives were 
highly critical of the purchase, 
however. and called the 
combine the "wonder machlne". 

The maln purpose of our 
meeting was to become 
acquainted with lng. Bodor and 
see u he would be Interested ln 
forming a working partnership 
and host a future team visit of 

U.S. representatives. We were 
encouraged by his enthusiasm 
and Interest ln becomtng 
Involved In the program. (Bodor 
was Invited to visit the U.S. ln 
October. and aJ!reed to host a 
U.S. Farm Management learn In 
his country In November.) 

Friday, September 16: We 
spent the morning relaxing 
after a very busy week. In the 
afternoon we mel with Martln 
Bruhosky. represenative of U.S 
aid and reviewed our lrtp. 
Afterward we met with a press 
assistant and answered 
questions regarding our visit to 
Slovakia. The article and our 
photo was to be pubUshed In 
Slovak newspapers 

Saturday. September 17: We 
rose early and len ln the rain to 
rtde In the Hover Crafi from 
Bratislava to VIenna It was an 
hour rtde along the Danube 
River to Vtenna. We took a taxJ 
from downtown VIenna to the 
Novotel Hotel That afternoon 
we had time for a tour of the 
beautiful city 

Sunday. September 18: We 
flew from VIenna to FrankfurL 
Germany, then to Chicago and 
on to Omaha We had a safe 
flight bullt was a long day wiU1 
a seven-hour time change. It 
was good to be home and with 
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Kelly Summy, final Gary Thien, final 
comments: "One difficulty 1 c omments: ·1 keep ln touch 
had was conversion of our with a special friend I made 
weights and measures to the while ln the Czech RepubUc 
melrtc system when makJng a and also friends from Slovakia 
presentation. ft was a We exchange letters, FAX's and 
challen,l!e, because 1 had to Christmas cards. It was 
give the conversions very Interesting and personally 
quickly. and so had to try to --~ 
memorl7.e them, which was 
difficult ... Intense. I would 
stand there with them (the 
audience at the seminars) 
considering me the experL and 
be worrying about the message 
getting across. and whether or 
not was I convertmg correctly 
SomeUmes I communicated by 
drawing something. or ustng 
my hands to try to convey what 
was meanL I could usually tell 
when they were understanding. 
but once ln a while I would see 
a raised eyebrow and a 
questioning look Of course. I 
dldn·t know how accurately my 
words were being translated. 
either. 

"I wlll always remember the 
frtendlJness of the people. and 
that they were wonderful hosts. 
I think they will succeed. but it 
will take Ume and dedication to 
change. Political stability Is 
always a concern for them, but 
they seemed willing to 
Implement the changes we 
suggested. I would love to go 
back and see what has 
happened since I was there. 

sa.Usfytng to work with people, 
give them Ideas which would 
benefit them, and see them 
Implement those Ideas and 
find they worked. A friend there 
keeps me updated on what has 
happaned. I hear that the 
people have put many of our 
Ideas into practice. and thlngs 
are going better for them I am 
glad to hear that. but I know 
much more needs to be done. 
They are ltmlled by the 
economy. lack of efficient 
equipment. poor genetics and 
shabby facilities 

'The old way obViously 
sUfled creativity and prevented 
people trom looking at and 
analyzing different options. 
Before Communism failed, they 
were led to beUeve they were 
leading the world In technology 
and agrtcuiture. But when the 
wall came down, they realized 
they had been misled about 
their position in the world Now 
they are ln a situation where 
they must revamp. restructure 
and reorganize. I hope the 
American teams have helped 
them to make some progress 
aloag those lines. 
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'} ~? ~- tnt:o~!~~~::!a:~!~h;::~~e: Fall application Every little 
1~~~E~~ :r . " I) Control existang vegetation of n•t bit h 1 ' F: - ~'":/ =--= with gtyphosate (Roundup TM). I rogen e ps. 

r :r1L - 2) Use 1 to I 1/2 quarts per acre CarrieS high riSkS 
in a 2-perccnt ammonium The staff and 
sulfate solutiOn and a 

F J' surfactant Apply this mixture by Alfred M, Blackmer commissioners at the 
-..?"ll prior to or JUSt after seeding Professor of Agronomy Oakland Field Office 
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Switchgrass seeding recommendations 
Se ed;ng Me thods: Three 

major requirements are 
common to all seeding methods. 

11 A firm seed bed Use of a 
packing deVIce Is highly 
recommended In tilled soil a 
footprint should not be VISible 
when the soil is walked upon. 2) 
Seed depth should be 1/4 to I /2 
inch. 3) Weed control during the 
f~.rsl eight weeks is rssentlal 

Drills are recommended 
for planting s witcbgrass. 
Conventional drUls or n o-till 
drills should have: I) Small 
seed boxes suitable for 
accurately metering 
SWJtchgrass. 2) Seed placement 
depth adJuSted to plant seed no 
deeper than 1/45 to 1/2 inch 3) 
An effective press wheel. If no 
prc"S wheel iS used, follow the 
dr111 with a swtable soil-firmmg 
device such as a culllpacker or 
roller. 

Tille d Seedbed : 11 Tillage 
can be used to control weeds 
before seeding. 21 A packing 
deVICe should be used until the 
soli '" firm enough so that 
walking on the so1l docs not 
produce a footprint. 3) One or . 
two passes of the packing 
device after seeding w1ll help to 
ensure good seed-to soil 
contact 4) Use of a pre­
emergence and/or a post 
emergence herbicide may be 
helpful in controlling weeds. 
Contact a local ag chemical 
dealer for specific product 
recommendations. 5) Weed 
control may also be achieved by 
clipping one to three times 
during the first gro\vlng season. 
Clip to a stubble height of 4 to 5 
inches when weeds are 6 to I 0 
mches tall 

. /UtMERS & MERCHANTS 
ES'J: . STATE BANK. IHH(, 

Offices in Neola and Minden 
Ph. 485-2245 * Ph. 483-2611 

Please call on us in regard to: 
LOANS; 

*Agricultural Operating 
*Equipment, Truck, Auto 
*land, Housing, Home Improvement 
*Personal 

SAVINGS INSTRUMENTS, 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, IRA'S 
NO CHARGE CHECKING 

(We still return your cancelled checks) 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

WE SUPPORT YOUR SOIL 
CONSERVATION EFFORTS 
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and before the seed Iowa State University. would like to thank 
germinates Control weeds with 
a pre or post-emergence It has long been recognized Tom Schemer. son of 
herbicide or by clipping. that amount of fertilizer N lost James and Judy 

Seeding In to an exis ting 
pasture, bay meadow or CRP 
sod: F'all preparation and 
spring seeding. I) Mow the 
vegt'talion to a he1ght of 2 to 4 
mcht·s m m•d-August of the 
year previous to the sct·din~. 
When autumn regrowth has 
reached a height of 4 to 6 
inches apply glyphosate in U1e 
same manner as for preVIous 
crop residue 2) The followinp, 
Sprlllg. evaluate for vegetative 
control skips and repeal the 
gtyphosale treatment. If 
necessary 3) Control weeds 
\viU1 a pre or post-emergence 
herbicide or by clipping. 

Another alternative may 
be applying glyphosate In laic 
summer II Bum the area In 
April after the cool season 
species have started to grow 2) 
Reduce the thatch layer and 
allow the soil to warm more 
quickly 3) Glyphosate should 
then be applled to the green 
vegetation prior to seeding. 
Spnng applications of 
herbicide may not be as 
effective as late summer 
applications 4) Control weeds 
\vith a hcrbtc1de or by clipping. 

Frost seeding: I) Must be 
done durtng freezing and 
thaWlng activity 2) Seed must 
be able to make contact with 
the soli. A general rule Is to 
have at least 30-percent of the 
soil exposed. This may require 
mow1ng or other preparation 
the fall before the frost seeding. 
3) Weed control Is critical 
during the first growing season 
and may be accomplished 
either with the use of 
herbicides or mechanically 4) 
Frost seeding will stratify seed 
that is less than one year old. 
reducing the amount of 
dormant seed. 

before 1t can be used by crop Schemer, for 
tends to increase with volunteering some of 
Increasing time between 
application and plant uptake. his time. He was a great 
The Important queslion help to US during the 
therefore. Is whether the busy layout season! 
benefits of fall applications Tom was home over 
outweigh the costs associated 
with losse., of the extra N The the Thanksgiving 
popularity of fall-applied N holiday. He said the 
during the past Jew years 
Indicates a commonly-held exposure to 
VIewpoint that the extra losses COnservation 
of N are relattvely unimportant application helps him 
to producers and the ferUllzer to understand (Or 
Industry. 

Studies dunng the past question) principles 
decade suggest that the costs and theories taught in 
associated with fall his agronomy and other 
applications of N are probably classes at school 
greater than believed by those 
who recommend thts practice Thanks again, Tom! 
Some of these studies used soil 
nitrate testing. remote scnsmg. 
end-of-season cornstalk 
testing, on-the -go yield 
monitoring. global positioning 
and geographic information 
systems to characterize 
reponses of com to ferUltzer 
applied in strips within fields. 
These studies have revealed a 
surprising number of 
situations in which most of the 
fall-applied N was lost before ll 
was needed by the crop. 
Perhaps even more revealing. 
these losses often would not 
have been detected by usmg 
more traditional methods. The 
results suggest that losses of 
fall-applied N may have been 
underestimated in the past and 
that yield-limiting deficiencies 
of N should be considered a 
major cost of fall-applied N. 

Soil examples collected in 
late April of 1998 provided 
additional evidence for 
substantial losses of fall 
applied N in many fields tn 
West Central Iowa Results 
mdicated that the N was largely 
converted to nitrate before the 
crop was planted In many 

Thank Your 
The East 

Pottawattamte SWCD 
would like to thank 
South Side Press for 

donating several reams 
of paper for our poster 

contest. Over 150 
students wiD 

participate in the 1999 
contest. 

This year's theme is 
''In Children's Rands". 

Anyone wishtng more 
information regarding 

the poster contest, 
please call 

712-482-6408. 
Once again, thank 

you. South Side Press 
for your generous 

donation! 

Boeck Construction 

fields. less than half of the N 
applied could be accounted for 
as nitrate, exchangeable 
ammonium. or readily 
mlneraltzable N in the surface 
2-foot layer of soil The 
fertilizer N present as nJtrate 
was extremely vulnerable to 
loss by leaching or 
denitrification durin,!! the laree 
amounts of rainfall that 
occurred dwing June. 

Frank Boeck 

0 12) 654-5682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating 

Box 74 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

MIKE WELLMAN 
WALTER WELLMAN 

BOX 39 
NEOLA, lA 51559 

PHONE 
485-2416 

A hypoxic zone, or "dead 
zone". has been identified in the 
Gulf of Mexico dunng the past 
few yea.rs. Although the cause 
of this problem is not known 
w1th certainty. N that moved 
down the Mississippi River 
from the upper midwest Is 
suspected to be a major factor 
More mtensive monitoring of 
nitrogen loads In Iowa rivers 
should be expected 

Given what has been 
learned In the past few years. 
Iowa farmers and fertilizer 
dealers are w111 advised to start 
moving away from the fall 
applications of N. Moving 
toward In-season fertlllz.ation 
would tend to Increase profits 
for producers while minimizing 
losses of N to the environment. 
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305 McKenzie Ave .• Suite 1. Councll Bluffs. lA 51503-1017 Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987 

Terrace break 
cost-share 
program 

1. Application deadline Is 
Apnl 1. 1999. Work must be 
completed and bills submitted 
byJtme I. 1999. 

2. Cost-share Is 75% of 
which ever Is less.. the bill or 
estimate. with a maximum cost­
share payment of $1.000. The 
estimate Is calculated at $75 
per hole/slough. (Average cost 
Is $50 to $60. based on bUts 
received). 

3. One payment wt1l be 
made per landowner. 

4. Cost-share wt1l be given 
only to landowners who do not 
quallfy for ECP money form 
FSA. (FSA sign-up Is OCtober 26 
through December 24. 1998). 

5. Landowners need to 
complete the tnfonnatlon sheet 
and a pplication. Land owner or 
operator can mark the aerial 
photo. 

6. Cost-share will be paid 
only on breaks/ slouch! 
marked on aerial photo and 
lpspec te<l before repairs are 
made. 

7 Contractors need to 
document on the bill the 
number of holes/ sloughs 
repaired. A copy of the aerial 
photo should be attached to the 
bill. with the location of the 
repairS marked. 

(cJo\ Mosqu ito 
Valley 

PHI.Ag s 1 
INSURANCE Upp y 
SERVICES Inc. 

Jack Stamp 
Sales rep for 

Pioneer products 

Pers ia Office: 

712-488-2014 

Shelby Office: 

712-544-2020 

PIONEER. 
··~""""' -<· ... 

Are you breaking the law 
taking out that terrace? 

Before you remove a terrace, 
check with your local SoU and 
Water Conservation District to 
see If cost-share assistance was 
received. If you or a previous 
owner did receive cost-share. 
you must request pennlsslon 
from the commissioners to 
remove any portion of a terrace. 

Have you ever read the back 
of that cost-share application? 
When /ou sign the application. 
you are agreemg to s1gn a 20-year · 
(after 1/ 1/81) Maintenance 
Agreement (ten-year agreement 
prtor to 1/1/81). When you sign 
the Matntenance Agreement. 
you and any succetsort a re 
bound to: 

•Maintatn the practice. 
•Request permission from 

the District Commissioners 
prior to removal, alteration or 
modification of the practice. 

•Notify any prospective 

purchaser of the obligation 
created by the Agreement. and 
Section 161A. 7(16) of the Iowa 
Code before legal or equitable 
title to any portion of the 
property Is transferred. 

Failure to follow the 
conditions of the Maintenance 
Agreement wtU require the cost 
share recipient or successor 
landowners to maintatn. repair. 
reconstruct or repay the cost­
share received on the affected 
portion. 

The practice shall be 
tnspected any time the District 
has reason to believe Ills not 
betng satisfactorily maintained. 
Satisfactorily maintained 
means betng maintatned In 
such a state of repatr so that the 
practice Is successfully 
performing the function for 
which It was originally tnstalled. 

Continuous CRP signup 
The purpose of the 

continuous CRP sign-up Is to 
provide flexlblUty to farmers to 
Implement certain conservation 
practices on thetr cropland. 
Acreage will be automatically 
accepted Into the program 
providing the acreage and 
producer meet ellgtblllty 
requirements. 

Eligible land Includes 
cropland that has been planted 
or considered planted to an 
agricultural commodity In any 
two of the three crop years 1994 
through 1998. The acres must 
also be determined eligible and 
suitable by NRCS for any of the 
following practices: 

•Con tour grass 
strips 

•F1Jter strips 
•Riparian buffers 
•shelter belts 
•Fteld windbreaks 
•Grassed 

waterways 

•shallow water 
areas for wildlife. 

The following practices can 
have a contract for 15 years: 

•Field windbreaks 
•shelter belts 
•FUter strips 
"Riparian buffers 

To be eligible. landowners 
must have owned the acreage. or 
operators must have leased the 
acreage, for one year before 
offering It for CRP. Any 
combtnatlon of continuously 
leasing and owning the acreage 
by the same producer for one 
year would also be ellg161e. 

Maximum payment rates 
are based on s ite-specific soU 
productivity and local 
prevaUlng cash equivalent 
rental rates. The effective date 
of the contract Is the first day of 
the month following the month 
of approval. Producers may 
defer the effective date for up to 
six months. The contract wt1l be 
for no less than I 0 years and 

Without the farmers who 
strive to conserve our land 
and its resources, we could 

not do business! 

We thank them for 
their efforts 
BUNGE 
CORPORRTI ON 

19560 Bunge Avenue 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 

712-366-3600 800-373-0036 

~ 

Does money grow on trees? 
Wouldn'llt be nice If money 

grew on trees? The next best 
thing Is to receive money for 
planting treesl 

The West Pottawattamle 
SoU and Water Conservation 
District has cost-share 
available for farmstead and field 
wtndbreaks. The total cost­
share for a windbreak can not 
exceed $700 per windbreak. 
Payment Is based on 75% of 
actual cost. not to exceed $12 
per tree and $2.25 per shrub. 

In addition to receiving 
cost-share. windbreaks save 
money by reductng heating and 
cooling expenses. and Increase 
the aesthetics of the farmstead. 

Now Is the time to start 
planntng for a windbreak. Due 
to the tncreased demand for 
trees In recent years. 
availability of species has been 
limited Plan ahead to have a 
wlndbreak that you'll enjoy for 
years to come. 

In order to receive cost­
share. certain guJdeltnes need 
to be followed. To be eligible. 
you must be a landowner of at 
least 10 acres m Pottawattamte 
County and produce an 
agricultural commodity. If you 
are an eligible landowner. the 
windbreak needs to consist of at 
least three rows. tn order to 

not exceed 15 years. 
Additional Information on 

the CRP continuous sign up Is 
available from your local USDA 
Service Center. 

receive cost-share from the 
District. It Is recommended that 
one row consist of shrubs. For 
the greatest protection. locate 
the windbreak on the north and 
west sides of the farmstead 

If you have a site that Is 
suitable for a windbreak or tf 
you would Uke additional 
Information. call the West Pot~ 
SWCD at 712· 328-2488 and ask 
for Julia. 

--------
t· 
I 

Native Grass Seeds • Wildflowers • Cus1Dm Seed Cleaning 

Heyt1e Custottt Seed Services 
6ruc o A Hoyne. Ownor 

26420 SlOth Street 
Walnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

Telephone: (712) 784-3454 Ftoc ~ 794-2000 Mobile: (712) 249-02E7 
om81l: HEYNESEEDSonetans.net 

l10mepage: http:/www.netins.neWlowcaselbluestenV.•ndex.html 

BANK 
Serving your financial needs 

at two locations 
Dunlap. 643-5442 

Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri. 
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon-Thurs., 8-6 Fri. , 8-12 Sat. 

Soldier. 884-2255 
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon.- Fri, 8:30-11 Sat. 
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Basics of Management Intensive Grazin 
b' '>ltpbtn 1\.. Barnhan 

Dept. of Agronomy 
Iowa State University 

What Is management­
Intensive grazing? 

Managenwnt intcnsl<'t' 
l:(r.•zml( ts a ml'lhod for 
n·.~ulating how olkn and how 
much to graze m order to 
control the qu.11ity, yield 
<·onsumption and perststenn· 
of foral(t" from pasture 
M.mal(t'd grazml( attempts to 
optimiZl· anunal pt·rformnncc 
or hmtt mtakc to a clestrcd kwl 
and reduce wasted fora~tt' 
Ot·pendtng on the ~azing 
methods used. the amount of 
fresh pasture prO\'Ided. the 
amount of forage eaten. and its 
quality, Is regulated by the size 
of the pasture area being 
grozed. the duration of that 
graz~ng and the amount of 
available forage allowed for 
grazing. Also critical Is the 
period that each pasture is 
rested between gra?tng. In this 
way. it tS posstble to match 
pasture growth wtth ant mal' 
requtrements. Surplus growth 
can be conserved as hay or 
silage. while growth shortage~ 
can be made up by careful 
fe~ding of supplem("nls. 

Why go to all this effort'? 
The purpose of managed 

gr~ '>.in~! is to tmprove efficiencv 

of for,\,:!e production and ust·. 
t>lirnmate negative 
~> nvironmc.-ntal Imparl and 
tmprove ne-t farm return 
through hil!hcr .mimal 
produt·l!on .md or reduced 
produtlion rosts 

Ten tips for designing 
and managing a mangement 
Intens ive grazing system. 

1 Use forage plants that 
are adapted to and are 
produ ctive and persis tent In 
your s oils, climate and 
management system The 
maJOrity ol the pasturt· area 
Wlll hkely be lon~·term. 
perennial forages. Usc legumes 
such as clovers and alfalfa In 
mixture with grasses to th<: 
Cll:tent that -.ntis will permit 
legume growth. Annual or 
temporary forage areas can be 
ronstdered to add needed 
management flexibility 

2 Economic analyses who 
livestock enterprises that 
can graze more days show 
Improved profitability. When 
planning the overall 
forage/livestock enterprise. 
minimize limd dedicated only 
to hay-making. Hay or Stlage 
can often be obtained by 
cutting surplus growth from 
grazmg paddocks Thts can 
help in weed and parasite 
mangement and tmprove the 
fleldbtlity of pasture. Equally 
tmportant ts to use fall ~azmg 

EIIVIRON MEN T A LLV ORIVEN 

T E C H N 0 l 0 G Y 
A new environmentally dnven technology is 

.,volvtng It involves a new way of thtnktng about and 
managmg your crops. It provides you ~ 
the opportumty for long term profitability ~ 
and environmental stewardship for the 
land It IS AG•21 

Farm Service Company 
1020 South Eighth Street 
Council Bluffs, lA 51501 

CQuncll Blut1a ............................ ..................... 323-7167 
Henderson -·-· .. ·-·.. .... . .......... -·-- 825·3561 
Gra1n Ot:'IC8 ... ....... ........... .. ... .. . .. ............... . .. 825·3711 
Logon .. • • ·-· ....... .... ......... . .................. 644·3038 
Loveland • • __ .. .. ... • .. ... .. 642·3939 
Neola .... .... ......... ...................................................... 48.5·2449 
Pacific Junction . .. • 622·8161 
Silver City ..................... . .. ... ....................... . 525·1155 
StaUon 525·1122 
Treynor ... ...... ... • ........ • 4a7 ·3223 
Underwood ........ .... ......... ...... ............ ..... 566·2388 

and crop n·,tdue gra1.1ng to 
recht<·c winter hay fe<'dinl!. 

3 Subdivide the grazing 
unit and cross fence to 
control the grazing pattern. 
Crntc 10 1o 20 smallt·r 
pas1ures or paddocks, The 
optunum number of paddocks 
on 01 farm wtll vary w1th 
topo~traphy. sotls, plant types 
and .1nimal productton goals If 
tt ts not w.mted to 1urnp 
tmm<"dtatr·Jy to I 0 -20. start 
with 6 or 8 and consider further 
s ubdiVisons later 

Use fences to separatt> 
pastures that differ In growth 
rate. palatabtlity and exposurc­
(north Vl'rsus south s lopt>) 
SubdiVide the fields to 
separate. 

a) hill land from bottom land 
b) sunny slopes from shady 

slopes 
c) shallow soils from deep. 

productive soils 
d) areas planted With 

different plant species. 
Boundary fences must be 

substantial enough to retam 
animals. Consider using 
electric powered internal cross 
fencing to ration forage to the 
animals: In many cases one or 
two temporary electnc wtres 
Will be sufficient. Use new 
technology materials such as 
low impedance 
energizers/chargers wire and 
msulators to tmprove the 
dependabtlity a nd efficiency of 
eleC'tric fencmg. ProVIdinlt 
water In each pa<1dock or 
dio;persed through the grazm~ 
system can improve animal 
movement and lane 
maintenance 

4 Manage to grow green 
leaves. Young green leaves arc 
70 to 80 perc~nt digesUblt 
whereas brown leaves and 
mature s~edstems are only 40 
to 50% digestible. Have 
animals \VIth high nutritional 
requtrements -- such as dairy 
cows. cows with calves. and 
heifers and stocker cattle ·· 
graze leafy. vegetative 
paddocks. Usc animals whiC'h 
have low nulriC'nt requrements 
-- dry. prrgnant brood cows. 
ewt·s or mart's ·· to ~traze more 
mature and strmmy fora~<" 

5 Graze each a rea 
rapidly Put t•nouJ:!h ammals 
on a paddock to graze to the 
desired s tubble height in om• to 
three days. A high stock 
density, cqut\'a lent to 20 to 70 
anunal umts pC'r 'acre is usually 
nerded 10 reduce w,1sted loraJ!t' 
and obtnm uniform ~trazmJ!. 
Many pasture weeds \Viii be 
grazed at an unmature stal!;e 
wtlh thts managerm·nt. thus 
reduC'ing the need for weed 

control measures. 
The timing of animal move" 

from ont. paddock to another 
depends on plant height For 
example. With bromegrass or 
grass/clover pastures. move 
the animals into the pasture at 
about 6 to 8 Inches of growth 
and out of the pasture at 2 to 3 
Inches. This residual leaf area 
will speed the regrowth of the 
paddock 

6- Anticipate changes In 
pasture growth. If several 
pastures are growmg very 
raptdly and accumulate more 
than 8 to 10 mches of growth. 
take one or two paddocks out of 
the grazing rotaUon and 
harvest this surplus as hay or 
s1lage at the correct stage of 
maturity Conversely if 
pastures are regrowing very 
slowly. offer supplement.al feed 
or hay to allow a longer 
recovery period for the 
remaining paddocks in the 
system. 

7- Provide a sacrifice 
area. A sacrifice area is often a 
drylot. woodlot or pasture 
scheduled for renovation A 
sacrifice area may be 
permanent ProVIde water in 
the sacrifice area and u<,c this 
area to reduce lane damage 
and severe overgrazmg of the 
paddock areas when pastures 
an extremely wet or when 
pasture growth is msufficient 
and supplemental feeding is 
n·quired Thts may not be a 
productive paddock. Plant 
j!;rowth \Vill bl· J:!reatly reduced 
o. elimmated altogether, in tht· 
effort to mamtain the 
C' ,ndillon and produch"tty of 
the remaining paddocks 

8- Use lime and plant 
n utrients wisely. The yields 
of pasture plants are directly 
.c.utec. to the nutrients 
:;upplic·d by the soil's organic 
matter or by Inputs of f<'rtiliZer 
manure and lime. Using 
managed rotational grazln~ 
pt oVIdes a more unlfoml 
J:!rnzing pattern and recycling 
of nutrtrnts from urine and 

RANDY PRYOR 
AUCTIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Phone# 

(712) 647-2712 

manure. From 75 to 85% of the 
nutrients consumed on 
pastures are excreted on the 
pasture. Over several years. 
this management will reduce 
the fertilizer requirement. 

9- Be Oe:rlble Be prepared 
to make adjustments tn the 
grazing or feeding program 
because pasture growth rate 
and animal requirements are 
continually changing. Let the 
rate of grass growth and the 
amount of forage present 
determine when a paddock or 
area tS to be regraud The rule 
of thumb for controlled 
rotational grazing Is when 
grass tS growing fast. use a 
short rotational grazing cycle 
( 12 to 20 days) and harvest the 
surplus growth as hay or Silage: 
as the growth slows. use a long 
cycle (30 to 60 days or more) 
and feed supplemental forage if 
needed 

I 0 Get started. Begin by 
using only a part of the herd or 
a small pari of the farm You 
C'an expand after you have 
gained experience With the 
management sy~tem. Keep the 
stocking rate on the farm about 
the same. SubdiVIde pastures 
and plan your management 
schedule to allow the forage in 
each paddock to be gra7.ed In 
one to three days Keep records 
or the amount or surplus forage 
harvested, the number of days 
each pasture is J:!razed. the 
sequence and length or the 
rotational grazln~t cycle and 
seasonal ammal performance 

The United Statu Department of 
Aqrlculture (USDt\1 prohibit~ 
dl....,mlnatlon tn lb prol!rams on the 
b.>'Sis of race, color, national ort!lln. sex. 
r<ltglnn. llj(e, dtsablhty, political beliefs 
•nd mnr1tal or famlll.u st.otus. (Not all 
prohibited ba•es .lpply to all the 
pr•JQ"'lm•). ~""'ns wtth dt.,nbllltlcs who 
rc-qutrt alt.:rnattve mean!oo for 
communlcatlon of program tnfonn.tlion 
!bratllc an:e prtnt, audiotape. etc I should 
~onta<'t th< USDA Office of 
Communications at 12021 720 5881 
b>tc:cl or 1202) 720-7808 (11)1>) 

CONSTRUCTIO 

GERALD L. RING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
WORK OF ALL KINDS 

NEOLA, lA 51559 

SHOP: 711-485-2247 
HOME: 712-485-2021 
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FAX 712-755-2381 

------=---R_o__,b_e__,rt Grote a man of many interests 

This rare Bird of Paradise plant has a vivid red-orange 
.bloom, and is only one of the rare flowering plants in Bob's 
greenhouse. 

by Lou Waite 

Robert Grote (call him 
"Bob'1 bas been one of the 
moUvattng forces In the Upper 
Mosquito Watershed since Its 
Inception. An aVid 
conservationist. Bob also h as 
11¥UlY other Interests. and 
perhaps might be labeled an 
"eclectic collector" 

Born on a farm near Neola. 
Bob moved to Portsmouth wtth 
hJs famUy tn 1935. He 
graduated from St. Mary's 
CathoiJc School tn 
Portsmouth. then farmed until 
entering the United States 
Army ln 1945. He was 
stationed With the occupatJon 
forces In BerUn after the war, 
and whUe there was a vtctlm of 
a serious accident. 

'We had two new men 
helping clean the motor pool." 
Bob recalled. "ustng gasoline to 
remove the ~e. etc. from 

../ 

the floor. They flushed the 
gasolJne away with water. 
which flowed to an outside 
dratn, laldng the gas with IL 
Unbeknownst to them. a man 
outside was cleanin~ the draJn 
with a blowtorch A flash fire 
resulted, and of the nine men 
tn the pool, onlv two survived I 
was one of them. I spent a year 
tn a burn center In Berlin, 
where skin grall.s and other 
procedures were carried out. 
My legs were burned the worst. 
and took a long time to heal. 
But when they flew me h ome, I 
arrived o,r.ty a day before the 
hospital ship on which I would 
otherwise have been." 

Bob farmed for nine years 
after his release from the 
service. along with hJs father 
and brothers. Then In 1955 he 
successfully passed a civil 
service lest. and was 
appointed Postmaster at 
Portsmouth. He served tn that 

KINZE 2600 Planters 
• uswtr• t• tnaJ'S "' .. altlll CIJICI\1 & 

D1 u:,, ... _.. ,tllllll cullee1est liMhl ...,,... 

'RIW, I RIW I R11l W 
1z RIW 11, W; 11 RIW N stztS\ . 

ptlldll \1 trllallt II SICIIU\ 

• ltl1llltlf wtsltlll er '""' "'' •••••rs. 
ut~~• ",~ wns· '' 19. aamw nwst 
er tlt1rt -· • uits 11nram• & row-uolt 
·rnctslll ,tacem,nt -:rnc residue maaagemeat 
mt•. attac:•m•ats er -
reQalrements t 

See your Kinze dearer today! 

Sorensen Equipment 
Box 446, Harlan, lA 51537 

Ph. 755-2455 

capacity for 29 years, retiring 
In 1984. 

Retired" doesn't really 
describe Bob, however, for he 
keeps active with various 
pursuits. In 1967. he became a 
"rock hound", a hobby he has 
developed ln a number of ways. 

"It began when a couple 
friends and I would go looking 
for fossils on Sunday 
afternoons," Bob reminisced. 'I 
began noticing the pretty or 
unusual rocks along the way. 
and became more Interested In 
coUecttng them One year I got 
a camper for my pickup, and 
my friends (Don Letnen, Msgr 
Michael Schwart.e) and I 
headed west on vacation. We 
were looking for fossUs still, 
but I also wanted to find some 
'good rocks'. We drove through 
the Black HUls and on to 
Newcastle, Wyoming. Actually, 
It was a hlghway patrolman 
there who told us where to find 
fossUs. and another officer 
gave us Information on finding 
rock!'.. I was hooked, and that 
was the beginning of my rock 
collection · 

So ln addition to betng an 
amateur palaeontologlst. Bob 
has become a lapidarist, usmg 
many of the ston'es he collects 
to create beautiful jewelry and 
other ornaments. He has all 
the equipment needed to 
polish the stones, whlch he 
has obtained from all over the 
world 

The three friends would 
spend two weeks of every year 
travellng. ·we hlt every 
continent except Antaruca," 
Bob said With a chuckle, 'and 
brought back artifacts each 
Ume. We Visited Bishop Arkfeld 
In New Guinea, and other 
priests ln other countries, all 
friends of Msgr. Schwarte. 
They helped us obtaln such 
things as 'story boards', which 
have pictographs carved by the 
natives of New Gu inea. who 
had no written language. Once 
we had them shlpped back ln a 
wooden box 8 feet long and 4 
foot Wide . These were sold at 
auction. and the money 
received sent back to the 
foreign mlsslons. " 

Bob has several of the story 
boards hanging ln hJs house. 
And the shipping box Itself 
was utlllzed. he said. Indicating 
a beautiful clock on hls liVing 
room wall. 'That's made from 
the Quela wood from which the 
box was buUt", he said. "Quela 
Is tn the mahogany famJiy." 

From palaentologlst to 
lapldarist to botanist, 
perhaps? In a greenhouse 
attached to his dwelllng. Bob 
has some rare flowering 
plants, such as a "Bird of 
Paradise", whJch he Informed Is 
"Regina SterlJtsta· In L.aUn. 
(Linguist. too?) A large 
collection of cacti boasts no 
two-of-a-kind. and other 
unusual planlb are carefuUy 
tended. 

He also has miniature 
citrus trees. tncludtng orange. 
lemon. IJme. tangerine and 
grapefrull. all of which bear 
fruJL The lemon tree. whlch 
was In bloom. produces one to 
four lemons per year, Bob said, 
n oting that they are "sweeter" 

l 
than the standard variety. 

On the I 1 /2 acres 
surrounding Bob's house tn 
Portsmouth are planted a 
st>lect variety of nut-beanng 
trees Included are Heartnut a 

Grote shown with some of the New Guinea artifacts which 
adorn his living room. 

natJve of Japan. HJckon. a 
cross between a hickory nul 
a nd a pecan: Hickory. Ftlberi.. 
Hazelnut and WalnuL 'The 
walnuts are pear-shaped, "Bob 
said. "whlch makes It much 
easter to pick out the nut 
meats. I spend a lot of time 
dotng that In the \\1nter 
months. I would IJke to plant 
more black walnut trees tn the 
future. Squirrels are my 
biggest problem. and I have to 
put tin around each tree trunk 
to try to keep them from 
climbing. Those little rascals 
seem to get past It somehow 
Maybe they are fiytng 
squirrels! 

Photography has long been 
a hobby. ard tn more recent 
years a Video cam era has been 

uUIIzed as well. Bob has 
thousand of photcs, taken 
when tn the serv1.::e. during his 
extens ive travels. and locally. 
The Upper Mosquito 
Watershed actiVities have been 
recorded throughout the years. 
shoWing how the creek has 
rava~ed the landscape. and the 
allempts made to control It 
(not enough. Bob says). Many 
events have been captured on 
film. as well as people. places 
and things. Bob's photo 
albums are of great historical 
value. 

Bob Is second eldest of his 
s iblings. with five brothers and 
one sister (the younges t). One 
brother Is deceased. The 

Continued on Page 16 
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The "Brickyard Orchard" so named for a reason 

Bill and Ethel say they enjoy meeting the people who 
patronize their business many of whom are customers of 
long standing. 

by Lou Wa.lte 

Evidence of why the 
Brickyard Orchard at Harlan 
was so-named Is found if one 
looks carefully around the 
grounds. Tilling the land around 
the fruit trees has unearthed 
bits of old brick. mellowed With 
<ij(e. which have been tossed Into 
plies here and there. Others In 
beller condiUon have been 
stacked neatly. perhaps to be 
uUIJzed elsewhere. 

Present owners of the 
orchard are Wllllam and Ethel 
Campbell. who gave an 
lnteresung account of the 
history of the place 

'The bricks were made from 
the yellow clay found here. · Ethel 
said, 'and many of the bulldtngs 
on the square uptown were 
originally built With bricks from 

the brickyard. But It went out of 
business ln 1917. My father. 
Louis Jensen. boughlllln the 
spring of 1947 and planted the 
trees thereafler Before that. he 
had operated a canning factory 
In Harlan. located where Jim's 
Markel Is found today. The 
factory processed and canned 
vegetables. and during the 
drought years of the 1930's, 
canned meal for the 
government" 

Bill. a native of Avoca. met 
Ethel when he and a friend came 
looking for popcorn. They talked 
to Ethel and a friend of hers, who 
obtaJned the popcorn for them, 
and afi.erward the two couples 
continued to see each other "In 
1938, we had a double weddlng. 
Bill sald wllll a chuckle. 

BUI worked at the canning 
factory for Ethel's father unUI 

PrtDmoti:mg Ag:ri~:mU:u:r:e~~ IP:rovjmft:mg 
tl! tt ~tiler ~lh a ;p> o p, mrt:uuma ~a :e s ~~ !L.f{l) 1b fu> yi rm.8 

~(ll) Pr(ll)t<e«::t lm.WlJUtft H!lll~:er:es~® 

lHl&nnso rn Collllllil Qy IF &ll'llilll B llllll'<e &llll 
115 N. Third Ave., logan, lA 51546, (7 12) 644-2701 
lEt~~ t !Po Uti w t1 t ~~~mae 1F <!lrrllilll llha rr~&<flllll 
P.O. Box 390, Oakland, lA 51560, (712) 482-3496 

'W res~ !Po U<!IW!l U<!lm ae 1F <!111'llilll llh11na aa 
110 East Broadway, Co. Bluffs, lA 51503, 
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Slm en U:lly Co 1lll rn ty 1F &ll'mm B 1lllll'i& !IIlli 
1208 Industrial Pkwy., Harlan, IA 51537 
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entering the anny during World 
War II. He participated In the 
Battle of the Bulge. one of the 
major conflicts of the war After 
his return In 1946. he continued 
work at the factory. and after the 
Jensen's bought the old 
brickyard. he became Involved 
wtth that enterprise. 

'The trees were all planted on 
terraces. which were 
constructed with an old terrace 
plow.· Bill noted. 'The plow Is 
sUII here. as a matter of fact 
There were 17 terraces on one 
side of the drainage ditch (which 
runs through the site). and 23 on 
the other. The trees were planted 
on the terraces to help control 
erosion. Flfieen-hundred trees 
were planted on 30 acres. 
ongtnally They were mostly 
apple. but there were 200 cherry 
trees and some peaches and 
apricots." 

Some of those old trees 
survive. the Campbells said. but 
many new trees have been 
lnlerplanted or used as 
replacements. 

The June stonn (of 1998) 
destroyed about 200 of the old 
trees Ethel said. 'and damaged 
some of the new trees as well It 
also ruined our strawberries. 

Yes. and It caused about 
$1800 damage to this building. 
which was about half finished at 
the Ume." BUI added. He was 
referrtng to the attraclJve new 
building which now exists. and 
sald thatll sUI! Isn't fully 
completed. but wtll be by "next 
season" 

The Campbells have owned 
the orchard for 32 years. They 
have made many Improvements 
and changes In producUon 
methods. William does all the 
pruning and spraying of the 
trees. 

"The spraying Is so 
important." he stressed. "and I do 
It myself so I will know It"s been 
done right." 

Ethel. meanwhile. serves as 
office manager. clerk and "chief 
asslstanL Some outside help Is 
hired during the busy season. 
··one year we had two college 
graduates from England pick 
apples for us on the weekends." 
Ethel recalled. "They were 
electronic engineers. over here 
for further education. They were 
really nice boys. and sent us 
some pictures after they 
returned home." Most of the 
other help has been local, 
however. 

'The nice thing about hiring 
young people lo pick Is that 
most of them come back to see 
us and l>CC Har1an In later years. 
BUI sald. Ethel added. "One 
young man who picked cherries 
for us became a Rhodes scholar 
ln England " Bill nodded. then 
continued. "Another Is now head 
of the Michigan Wildlife 
Department. and another Is In 
Florida at an aircraft plant." 

"We're very proud of every one 
of them. " Ethel said 
emphatically. 

The orchard produces 18 
varieties of apples. many of 
which are commonly known 
varleUes. Butlncluded Is a 
Jonathan-Red DeUclous cross. 
and a unique variety called a 
Criterion. 'The Criterion can't be 
produced," Bill Informed. "but 
has to be grafted. I graft onto old 
crabapple root stock a cross 
between red delicious. yellow 
delicious and winter banana. It 
has become a popular favorite 

Bill CampbeU with an old terrace plow once used to build the 
terraces on the orchard site. 

among our customers." (rhls 
writer will attest to the excelle.1t 
flavor. having been presented a 
Criterion to sample). Another 
variety (a saC'k of which was also 
a gtfi) Is the Chleftan, named for 
the old Chleftan Hotel, which 
once housed the rlch and 
famous" In Omaha 

The Campbells are members 
of the Methodist Church In 
Harlan. both having served as 
Sunday School teachers. and he 
as a lay leader He belongs to the 
Odd fellows Lodge. and she Is a 
Rebekah They are members of 
the Iowa Fruit Growers 
Association. for which Bill 
served four years as president. 
They live In Harlan. but In 
addition lo the orchard have 35 
acres of cropland whJch Is 
rented to a tenant 

They have one son. William. 
Jr .. of Colorado Springs. 
Colorado; five grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren. 'The 
young ones love to vtsil and 
'help' grandma and grandpa," 
Bill saJd. to which Ethel added. 
'That's because you let them do 

as they please!' With a grin and a 
l1fl of an eyebrow, he retorted. 
And I suppose you don't?" 

"Ah. well. I guess that's why 
we are sUU here. Ethel saJd, with 
a smile. "we meet so many nice 
people. New friends and old. we 
enjoy them all." 

"Better enjoy It while we can,. 
because we aren't getting any 
younger'', BUI quipped. to which 
his wife replied. wtth a twinkle In 
her eye. "Speak for yoursew·· 
,_ _______ ~ •I 
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llel Bursey, incapacitated with a badly injured 
leg, -• able to s hare a moment of humor with Stan Nielsen 
durinc the interview. 

match, so about $13,000 needed 
to be pro\'lded by the city In 
matching funds. The city 
personnel has been very helpful 
and understanding." 

Mel lnteljected, ·well 
actually. Stan has done the leg 
work, and we supported him." to 
which Stan replied, "Well, we can't 
do these things without barkup. 
Mel and the Council have been 
strong supporters." Mel reiterated 
that Stan · had done all the work", 
then added with a grin. "so we just 
kept gathertng our eggs together. 
and pretty soon had them all in 
one basket!"' 

Stan noted that durtng the 
process, he appreciated the fact 
that the council members 
realized the Importance of 
attending all the necessazy 
meeUngs Involved. "All five 
council members attended many 
of the meeUngs," he saJd, "and 
there were always at least two or 
three present. It was a learning 
process for all of U!'., and will 

by Lou Waite Railroad line through town, conUnue to be so in the future, 1 
partly abandoned. and 13 acres am certaln " 

Stanley Nielsen Is the former of adjacent land being farmed. Both men said they 
pastor of the United Lutheran The Rock Island had gone appreciated the work of Snyder 
Church in Shelby. Iowa. He had ·bankrupt. so Its property was in and Associates Engineering of 
to leave his ministry because of a the hands of a holding agency, AUanUc, whose staff members 
debJUtating illness. wtth some having been returned drew up the blueprints for the 

Melvin Hursey Is the Manage1 to the original landowners project. and assisted with the 
of the elevator In Shelby. but also The plan was to construct a planning. 
serves as Mayor of that small nature trail for walkers and "All the eggs" to which Mel 
town. At the time of the Interview. bikers along the old rall line, referred eventually Included 
he was incapacitated by a broken using the culverts and bridges $81.000 more from MAPA through 
leg, suffered in a mishap at the already existing, rather than an ISTEA grant: $5.000 from the 
elevator. des~roylng these unique old Iowa West Racing Commission, 

The two men shared structures. It was to extend two $4,500 from State 
something in common, due to miles from Center Street to the Sesquicentennial funds, $1.000 
chance. But they have been .. Pfngle timber" in one dJrecUon. from Trees Forever and $15,000 
sharing much more due to choice and to Interstate 80 in the other. from Trees Please. 
Thanks to their efforts, and the Lula Plngle had already donated And the day came when the 
efforts of others In the the timber for the project. which contract was let. via the State 
community, the Rock Island Old was a plus. Department of TransportaUon, 
Stone Arch Nature Trail Is In "After the grant was and Western Engineering of 
t:xistence, wtth great hopes of obtained," Stan saJd, "we learned Harlan was the low bidder 
expansion in the future . that It could be used as a local "But." Stan said." after all. we 

Melvin gives credit for the match for federal money, so we didn't have enough money. We 
Idea. and for the tmpetus toward applied for additional funds thought we needed $400,000. and 
obtaining It to S tanley. It was through the Metro Area Planning found we needed $600.000. That 
Stan who worked on a grant with Agency (MAPA). resulting In us was a dark day! But Mel and I and 
SWlPCO, became the project receiving $313,000. But that Bill Lemon from Western 
director, and appealed to the meant It was s Wl an 80/20 Engineering got together. and It 

Shelby City Council for support. p••••••••••••••••••••••• .. 
The city agreed to become the 
sponsor. or the actual applicant 
for the grant. which in Ume was 
approved. Through the REAP 
(DNR) Cities in Open Spaces for 
Recreational Purposes program, 
Shelby received $50.000 to cany 
out the proJect. 

'The Idea came wtth a 
community builder plan." Stan 
explained. "and was put together 
by a group of city residents in 
September. 1993. They assessed 
aVailable r~ources and 
constructed a five-year capital 
Improvement plan. 

There was an old Rock Is land 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Delta Ave. 

McClelland, lA 51548-6110 
712-487-3167 

Your past and future 
business 

is appreciated 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 

leRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414 

Debbie ~arrls 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647-2712 
Jerry Baldwm, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426 

Jim Rock 547-2996; Patty Kelley 647·2544 

This historic old arch, for which the nature trail was named, 
has been nominate d for Inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

was decided lO work wtth the 
money we had. uslng It to 
complete Phase 1. then continue 
wiU1 Phases 2 and 3 at a later 
date·. 

Phase I consisted of gradJng. 
cleartn~ and surfacing \vlth 5 of 
asphalt the two !niles to the 
Plngle timber. which adjomed 
land purchased by the rlty. That 
was completed. and the bike trail 
v.'as officially opened on October 
23. 1998 \vlth a rtbbon-cutUng 
ceremony and open house 

Mel and Stan relninJsced. 
agreeing It had been a red-letter 
day indeed I..ocal poliUclans 
and other YIP's were attendance. 
There were people who had 
helped with the project and 
others from around the area as 
well as engineers and "even 
lawyers 

"One lawyer rode his bike 
along the trail -- tried It out." Mel 
said wtth a chu ckle. "I wonder lf 
that made his fee any less? 
"Probably more". Stan quipped. 

were provided so groups could 
ride along the trail. 'I think ndmg 
along and seeing how unique It 
was maybe changed some 
attitudes. · Mel said. 

The trall became an 
1m mediate attraction for bikers. 
the men said Many out-of­
county/state license plates were 
observed parked at Ute btginning 
of the trail. The fact that there are 
only one or two Intersections 
wtth cross-traffic to worry about 
make It Ideal for famllies with 
smaller children to navigate. ·111e 
trail runs along SUver Creek. with 
Its gurgling waters providing a 
restful accompaniment for the 
r1de. Several species of wildlife 
may be observed durtng the trip. 
and the ever-changtng vistas of 
nature. 

Bits and pieces of the old 
Great Western Railway. which 
preceded Rock Island. still exist. 
These c ulverts and trestles have 
a hJstorical significance. At one 
place. the bike trail crosses an 
old stone arch. which spans the Golf carts were furnished for 

those who wished to use them, 
and flatbed trailers wtth benches Continues on Page 16 
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Bob's rock collection includes s pecimens from aU over the 
world. He uses many of them to make jewelry or other 
decorative items. 

Robert Grote . .. 
Continued from Page 13 

others all live tn Shelby County 
except the SISler, who resides 
In Florida. Bob enjoys his 
nieces and nephews. and all 
young people In general. He 
loves to show his collecllons. 
and share hls knowledge about 
them. It ts obvtous to aU. that 
that knowledge Is extensive 
Indeed I 

He ts active In church 
affairs, a fonner council 
member and Involved with the 
Partsh Board. He Is a member 
of the Northern Nut-growers 
Association. serves as 
secretary of the Upper 
Mosquito Watershed Board. 
and belongs to the Portsmouth 
American Legion. Chapter 54 7 
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creek. Stan has learned some of 
the history of the structure and 
others like It: 

'The Rock Island went 
through a rock quarry at 
EarU1am, Iowa. wanting to make 
the Rock Island line a 'mighty 
tine line', as In the song. But they 
knew the structures over the 
streams had to be very stable for 
steam engines to cross. so they 
used limestone trestles. such as 
the ones seen on U1e trail Two 
days before the golden spike was 
drtven In Provo. Utah, the Rock 
Island engine 'Silver Horse 
arrived In Council Bluffs. the first 
on thls line " Application has 
been made for the old stone arch 
which the train crossed so many 
years ago to be listed In the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Phase 2 of the project will be 
continuing the bike trail south to 
the Cornstalk Park along 
Interstate 80 A wetland lying 
along this route may be donated 
to the City of Shelby by the 
current owner. This will be 
maintained by the County 
Conservation Board. and wUI give 
passers-by the opportunity to 
observe this Interesting facet of 
nature. 

Phase 3 wiU be Installing 
spans over Sliver Creek to reach 
the Umber. One span of 1940 
vintage. once located at Defiance. 
Is "stockpiled", awaiting 
Installation Another of ctrca 
1894. the oldest In Shelby County 
and havtng survived several 
floods. ts hopefully available. Mel 
said with a grtn. All we have to do 
Is convince a barge-operator to 
move It down the creek for usl 
Then we hope som!how we can 
extend the trail northeast to 
Harlan. which would be a big 
advantage." 

With people as Stan and Mel 
dedicated to the cause, plus all 
those who have supported them. 
how can It fall to happen? 
Everyone Involved Is to be 
commended. and rightly so. 

Nielsen and wife Cheryl traversed the nature trail in unique 
fash ion on o pen ing day. 

Stan and his wife. Cheryl. employed at the Oriental Trading 
have a son. Dory. of Shelby. and a Company In Underwood. They 
daughter Ivy of Omaha. plus three have two sons. Wade and his wife 
grandchildren Alison of Flandreau, S. D . and 

Mel's wife Marsha Is David of Deerfleld. IL. 

Persona many yean ago 
carved their In it ials into t he 
limest one railroad arch. 
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