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Upper Mosquito Creek Watershed in need ·of further 
{11nding to control • ongoing stream bank • erOSIOn 

~~~~------~--~----~------------~------~~~ 
by Lou Waite 
NRCS/AIS 

Michael T. (Mick) Leinen, 
Robert (Bob) Grote and Jack 
(Buzz) Wendt have served on the 
board of the Upper Mosquito 
Watershed in Shelby County for 
many years. They have been 
fnends for JUst as long. They have 
shared many concerns as friends, 
but as watershed commiuee 
members, they have one maJOr 
concern wh1ch un1tes them: the 
ongoing need for more warershed 
treallllent and funding. 

"I Uunk the people who control 
the fundtng of these !lungs have 
finally reaJized what we out here 
have known for a long ume." 
Wendt S3Jd. "Watersheds protect 
much more than the farmland. but 
aJso bndges, roadways and the 
like." 

... . 

Grote chimed in to st3tc th3t 
conunumg eros10n has almost 
"taken out the on I y railroad line 
through I he county''. The track 1s 
sinkmg, he S3Jd. and the railroad 
company is forced 10 spend more 
and more money for rep3.1rs 10 
krep in operation ."It's a temble 
cosr." Grote emphasiled. "and ju.st 
a band-3Jd. It's JUSt hke where np 
rap was put in the creek to 1ry to 
control bank erosion. It caused the 
creek to change course and cave 
off the land of the fanner on the 
other side." 

Mosquito Creek is each year coming closer to swallowing up this section of the only railroad line to 
serve the county. Repairs are expensive for all entities involved, and never ending, as well. 

Leinen commented that more 
structures like the one instaJied 
between Panama and Earling are 
needed. "That has worked really 
well," he said, "controlling the 
stream and protecting five bridges 
which exist in less than a mile. 
Tiris should prove to anyone that 
;uch treatment does work. I reaJiy 
:lon't understand why the 

legislature cannot see that!" 
Mosquito Creek originates m 

lower Crawford County. flows 
south through Shelby, Harnson 
and Pottawattamie Counties. 
emptymg into the Missouri R1ver 
just south of Lake Manawa. At 
the tum of the century. 11 was a 
slow-flowing, windmg stream and 
much of the land along it was 
marshland. In 1915, the creek was 
dredged and Straightened. Thts 

An example of ongoing stream-bank degradation is this 
area on Mosquito Creek, north of the Highway 44 
bridge near Portsmouth. 

turned it into a fas t flowing 
stream with a lot of faJl. From 
Panama to Persia, the faJJ is as 
much as 7-8-9 to 1, the most of 
any stream in Iowa Grote noted 
that the elevauon IS 1198 feet at 
Portsmouth, wh1le it is only 900 
feet at Omaha. "That's a b•g 
difference wh1ch is reaJly felt 
when the btg f3Jns come. Water 
tlowmg that fast and droppmg that 
much does a lot of damage." he 
corf 111Tled. 

In 1957 the Watershed was 
divided 1nto two pomons, upper 
and lower Lemen. Grote and 
Wendt as members of the Upper 
Watershed board have seen many 
changes s1nce that ume. For 
example, they can remember when 
the creek used to be 16 feet w1de 
and 12 feet deep. Now they 
estimate the w1dth in places to be 
100 feet. wh1le 1he depth 1s 50 
feet or more The greatest 
problems are between Panama and 
Pers1a and one of these IS that the 
so1l, when wet, "Just slide~ mto 
the creek m b1g chunks" 

The wat•·rshed board members 
maini3Jned they were "just trytng 
to stay acuve, so "they ·· (state and 
federaJ funding agenctes) will 
know we are here" The three men 
agreed it is hard to keep the locaJ 

interest, because the ones who 
were concerned 40 years ago are 
"no longer around", and the 
younger ones do not reaJize how 
much damage has been done 
throughout the years. 

Leinen said, with great 
conviction, "If we don't get 
somethmg done, we w11l lose the 
bridges, and there will be no 
money avaiJable to replace them." 
He aJso pointed out that not only 
Mosqu11o Creek needs treatment, 
but the larger tributaries which 
flow into 11. as well as many 
laterals All agreed that 1f proper 
treatment had been done 20 years 
ago. thiS problem would not be as 
criucaJ. and some of the smaller 
lateraJs wouJd never have existed. 

The same IS true of Mosquno 
Creek 1tself. they afnrmed. "That 
creek used to be gravel bottom." 
Grote sa1d. "but now 11 IS all mud. 
Once the creek bottom has eroded 
down past the gravel layer, the 
only thing which will stop it is to 
control 11. That's what we are 
trving to get everyone to realize. 
It will take money. yes, and that 
IS what we need. But every year 
nothing IS done costs much more. 
in loss of farmland, bridges, 
roadways. railways and m the long 
run, will adversely affect 

everyone." 
Lemen pOinted out another 

problem, which IS the danger to 
those fann1ng land adjacent to 
Mosquito Creek. "SeveraJ farmers 
can tell of havmg two to four or 
more rows less when they harvest 
the fields than they had when they 
planted m the spring." he said 
"The eros1on causes them to faJI 
mto the stream. and 1f the farmer 
was not aware of th1s. it could 
bring about a serious m1shap 
This cert3Jnly IS something 10 be 
cons1dered as machmery gels 
b1gger and b1ggcr." 

While some construction has 
been ongo1ng. appltc auons for 
PL566 (Small \\. alcrshet.l 
Program) fundt.ng have never been 
approved "They said at one time 
that the benefits would not 
warrant the cost." Wendt said, 
wtth a wry sm1le "I guess they 
had to g1ve some excuse. I know 
the cntena has changed and 
maybe we could apply agam and 
have a better chance. but now thev 
say there ts no money It's funny, 
but if we d1d get funded now. 11 
would probably cost ten times as 
much as 11 would have years ago 
It's hard to understand how they 
(USDA personnel at federaJ Ieven 
Continued on page 2 
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Mosquito Creek 
Continued from front page 

thmk. someumes. ·· 
Nellt sprinr wtll see the 40th 

anm versary of the formauon of 
Mosquito \n:ek Watershed A 
tour will be h.:ld the ~econd Y.Ccl.. 

of June. and other events are 
planned Mick Lemen. Bob Grote 
and Buzz Wendt w1ll be mvolved 
1n the process. They hope the 
OCCaSIOn Will arouse publtc 
awareness. and that articles such 
as tlus will do the same 

Some years ago . a 
representau"e of hm Lightfoot's 
office v1sited the watershed and 
stated that n definitely would be 
funded Later a group of state and 
federal conservauo msts also 
viewed the sites. and tt was felt 
they agreed fundmg was mented. 
That was years ago, but the 
watershed comm1ttee members are 
still w3Jnng and hopmg. 

Over the years, the farmers 
having been doing their part. 
IOStalhng terraces. and small 
structures, ustng cost share 
through NRCS and their own 
funds They are usmg m101mum 
ull and no.ull . instalhng grassed 
waterways and using other means 
of upland treatment. But as was 
po1nted out 10 one report 
subm1tted to the project judges, 
" It IS too bttle, and too late to 
solve the problem." 

Leinen. Grote and Wendt 
wonder why 11 was dec1ded to cut 
the funding for PL566. Even in 
these times when there is so much 
compeuuon for federal dollars. 
they wonder why prOJects wh1ch 
benefit only a small sector of the 
populanon rece1ve approval. wht.le 
ones whtch would preserve the 
very earth wh1ch SUSI3Jns mankind 
are judged to be undeservmg. 

"Mick" Lemen wonders. Wh1le 
retired after a lifeume of ulling 
the SOil , he sull cares about what 
happens to 11. Mick hves near 
Portsmouth in the house in wh1ch 
he was born, and where he and his 
late w1fe brought up the1r II 
children. One of his sons operates 
the family farm. Mick IS a 
member of the Farm Bureau, the 
Community Betterment 

McCARTHY 
TRENCHING 

JERRY McCARTHY 
1305 HWY 59 
AVOCA, lA 51521 

PHONE 

(712) 343-2786 

Home-grown Iowa 
sweetcom, fresh or frozen, 
Is ezceUent for this quick 

and easy recipe 

IOWA CORN BAKE 

1 can cream style 
com 

1 can whole kernel 
com 

1 cup shredded 
Velveeta cheese 

1 cup small elbow 
macaroni 

1 stick margarine 

Left to right, longtime Mosquito Creek Watershed directors " Buzz" Wendt, 
"Mick" Leinen and Bob Grote. 

Put an the above 
ingredients in a 2 
quart casserole dish. 
Bake in a 350 degree 
oven for 45 minutes. 
Stir once removed. 

Association, the Athleti c 
Assoc1auon, and is an assistant 
CommiSSIOner of the Shelby 
County NRCS He served IS 
years w1th the former ASCS 

Township Comminee. part of that 
ume as chairman. He attends St. 
Mary's Catholic Church 10 
Portsmouth. In the past, he has 
been a basketball and baseball 
coach, and sull m3Jntatns an avid 
10terest in sports. He has 18 
grande hi ldren and "three and three· 
founhs" great grandcht.ldren. 

"Buzz" Wendt also wonders. 
Still acttvely farrntng near 
Portsmouth. he also raises 
purebred Limousm cattle, seUmg 
the precondiuoned calves and 
breedmg bulls. He belongs to the 
Farm Bureau, IS a council member 
of St. Mary's Church, and enjoys 
hunung. fish10g and camping at 
Praine Rose Lake near Harlan. He 
IS rettred from an over 30-year 
tenure wnh the local volunteer fire 
department. havmg served two 
terms as chtef. HIS wife EI3Jne IS 

owner and operator of the No 
Swtat Fitntss Ctnttr in Harlan. 
They have e1ght ch1ld.ren and 20 
grandchildren. His fnend.s added 
that Jack IS also an ell pen "cher. 
much in demand to volunteer his 
serv1ces for vanous fundratsers, 
appreciauon days. etc. "He makes 
the best fned chicken you ever 
ate." they declared. 

Bob Grote IS reured from lus 
pos1tion as postmaster in 
Portsmouth. He resides in town, 
but owns 160 acres of farmland. 
wh1ch is rented to h1s nephew. He 
IS a member of the Shelby 
County Area Econom1cs 
Development Board. a veteran of 
WW11 and member of American 
Legton Post 547 at Portsmouth, 
and is a reured volunteer ftreman. 
He anend.s SL Mary's Church. and 
is a member of the ch01r 

Bob sa1d he would hke to 
preserve for the future the same 

mode of travel he has known. His 
concern IS not only for the land. 

Hit Pay Dirt 
SKID 

LOADfRS 

• Models av.utable wtth SAE operaung capactltes from 
850 tbs. to 2050 lbs. 

• Standard Otrt/Constructton Buckets wtth capacutes from 
7 3 CU. It 10 17 CU It 

• Wide vanety of attachments avatlable 
• High capaclly auxiliary hydraulics 
• See your local aulhonzed dealer lor sates seMce pans 

and fmancmo 

8U<Id rr berrer wc/h Gehl 

CicHL. 
NELSON FARM SUPPLY 
606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, lA 51537 

712· 755·3115 1·800-772-6184 

but for the bridges. roadways and 
railroads. "I know we are at a 
critical stage." he said. "and I don't 
want to see 11 worsen. I thinlc of 
what could happen to a school 
bus, for instance, crossing a 
bridge which has had the approach 
eaten away after a heavy ram. An 
in addition. Mosquito Creek is 
dropping the water level m the 
farm wells. The creek is deeper 
than the wells, so the water depth 
is also lower Ill the wells than it 
once was. That could change m a 
dry year. of course." 

As for the statement which 

came from Wasltington D.C. 
saying that watershed funding 
should be cut because watersheds 
are · not fnendly to the 
environment." Buzz Wendt 
snoned. and made the comrnenL 
"That obviOusly came from 
someone who doesn't know what 
the h·- they are talking about!" 

The others agreed. 
unequivocably. 

EXPERIENCE 
THE POWER 

(AND THE SAVINGS) 

The 86-180 PTO hp• .\IF 6100 and 8100 
Scrie' t.ra<to~ have 'et the 'undard for 
powerful dllcienq And nol\ thev'rc 
,r·thng a '1milar siJndard lvr 
pO\VtrfuJ -.;tving> 

Choose from: 
• Low-rate frnancing 

S.-1 , APR for 24 month5 

* 
6. 1"'' APR for 36 months 
~ I' APR for lfl m :>nths 
7 ?' u APR for 60 months 
8 '"'' APR for 72 months 

• Cash discounl5 on selected model~ 
• Waiver of finance charges for 6 month!. ""~sse~ 

from date of purchase ""~cus0111 • 
Hurrr' 7bese deals end October 31, 19961 

Robinson Implement, Inc. 
Cora Street * Box 257 * Irwin, lA 51446-0257 

Ph. (712) 782-3171 FAX (712) 782-3173 
Massey FergYson' rs a .. ~~o~ry owned wbsldral)' of AGCO Corporation, 0\lluth. GA ' Mfr. ·s rated 
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Schechinger says aid to graziers is long past due 
. - ~-------------------, 

. ,_.. 

Scbechinger's flock of sheep on the move from one grazing area to another. 

by Lou Waite 
NRCS/AIS 

When Tom Schechinger of rural 
Harlan decided to ra.Jse sheep. he 
said he knew that in order to make 
a livmg. he would need to become 
really good at iL . 

He had already determmed tt 
would require less capttal to ra.tse 
sheep than cattle. for example. but 
he also knew that the ovtne 
rreatures would be more work. 

"M y goal was to develop an 
trtensive grazing system. so I 
wanted to rent good ground. not 
:ueep hlllstdes. But 1 found it 
difficult. because the landowners all 
wanted to keep a com base on the 
land. rnlher than to have 11 grazed." 

Meanwhile, Tom was attending 
sheep sympostums and grazmg 
~eminars. as well as consulung 
other graziers and "umverslty 
experts." And, once he felt he had 
enough information he began. as he 
satd, "to put 11 all together". He 
utilized several small acreages. such 
as water treatment facthues. 
orchards. farm building sites. etc. 

He began by stocking 5 "dry" 
ewes or ewes wtth smgle lambs per 
acre. Then he added or decreased the 
number as the season progressed 
and/or as the ramfall amount 
dJctated. He found the carrytng 
capacny of most of the blue grass 
or brome grass Sties was between <1 

and 5 head of 140-lb. ewes. or 560 
to 700 pounds, respecuvely. per 
acre in an average 180-day season 

He followed a similar procedure 
on his own 35-acre tract. The fiiSt 
few seasons. he fertiLized with slow 
release nitrogen at a rate of 40 lbs. 
in May, along with 2-4D + Banvil. 
to help with th istle conttol. An 
addi tonal 40 lbs. of N was 
broadcast during the second week of 
August. He found, however, very 
lillie response to the added 
nittogen, or not enough to JUStify 
the cost. This may have been 
eaused by prior severe compaction, 
or low PH, but if so. these 
conditions have "hopefully" been 
corrcct<Xl. 

In t992. T:m ttied rotauonal 
grazinc 1:-i divtding hts pastures 
tnto paddocks of vanous 
dJmenstrc. defined by the lay of the 
land and exisnng fences. "At the 
end of the season, however," he 
satd. " I found the ewe days per acre 
disappoinung. and stmtlar to the 
previous two years." 

In 1993, he decided to go to 
mtenstve grazing where ewes could 
be rotated every 3 to 5 days, and he 
rented 45 acres of "good ground" 
from a neighbor. Thts land adJomed 
hiS own 35 acre ttact. He seeded It 
watha Brilliant seeder, whtch had 2 
sets of culupacker rollers. and 
rolled 11 agam to insure good seed-

to-sotl contact. His chotec of 
varieties and amounts of seed were 
as recommended by one of the 
"expens" he had consulted. That 
same year, he rented an 
additional 35 acres of brome 
pasture. "in the bluffs east of the 
nver" south of Harlan, and expanded 
his operation to the point he 
maintains 11 today. 

Tom uses 3 strands of htgh 
tensile wire between paddocks. but 
those holdmg baby lambs may 
requtre 4 to 5 str:10ds. The fences at 
the outSide. however, must be at 
least 7 strands. in order to try to 
"keep out the dogs and the 
coyotes." Tom s:ud that there is 
help from USDA through an 
ammal damage control progrnm. 
targeung coyotes whach are domg 
the lulling. But the program 1tself 
may or may not be continued. 
according to budget resolutions. 

"At thts time, they try to trap the 
coyote." Tom informed. "but they 
must be certain to trap the exact 
ammal whtch ts causmg the 
problem. or it will return again and 
the problem conunue. I would like 
to see USDA have someone in each 
of these ten counties to help with 
coyote conttol, mstead of JUSt one 
man to cover all of them. Among 
other reasons. the traps need to be 
checked often, so that tf an anunal 
ts caught, it doesn't have to suffer 
unttl someone finds 11. 1 have 

FUTURES/OPTIONS TRADING 
GRAINS & liVESTOCK 

CompetiJive Rates- Rapitl Executio11 
Knowledgeable Persomrel- Toll Free Li11e.f 

TOll FREE 1-800-452-4312 
Fann Service Cooperative 

P.O. Dox 429, llarlan, lA 51537 

tall..ed to USDA personnel abou1 
thts. and they agree, but must try 
to get additional funding 10 order to 
implement 11. • 

To anyone consider ing the 
raising of sheep, Tom recommends 
they look at the pounds of lambs 
per acre. "Instead of haVIng btg 220 1•-.... • 
pound ewes wtth one lamb. they 
should try a more prolific breed, 
usmg 130 pound ewes with a 1.5 
or 2 lamb average." he adviSed. 
"They also need to look at. the 
pound of ewe per acre rauo. A ewe 
eats a cenam percent of her body 
wetght. therefore to increase the 
pounds of lamb. you may need to 
decrease the size of the ewes. then 
use a larger buck to produce the 
desued SIZe of lambs. 

"For example, If you have a 300-
lb buck and a 200-lb ewe. you have 
a total o~ 500 pounds. or an avernge 
of 250 pounds per parent. If you 
take that 250 pounds umes 70% 
percent. the result tS 175 pounds. 
This teUs you you could tal:e the 
lamb to 175 po"nds befor..: you 
would lose too much feed 
coverston. But. packers don't like 
175 pound lambs, so they would be 
docked. Why breed them. then! 

"It is better to have a 250-lb. 
buck and a 130-lb ewe. whach 
totals 380 pounds. or a 190 
avernge. umes 70%. whtch gtves 
you a 133 lb. lamb. Packers like 
lambs between 110 and 135 
pounds. But you JUSt have to keep 

Tom Schechinger 
trying dtfferent thmgs ... dtllerent 
breeds. unul you fmd what works 
best." 

He has found th:ll 50 percent 
alfalfa 10 the paddocks provades a 
cheaper cost per ewe. per day. but 
someumes causes problems with 
bloating. He has determmed that 
blooming alfalfa give less bloat 
problem. but it ts best to "stay 
away from dewey mornings." 
Givtng them a litde corn before 
turnang them out will also help 
acchmate them to alfalfa. he satd, 
with less chance of bloating. "You 
can reduce risk of bloat with proper 
attention and careful management." 
Tom afflllTled. 

Sheep will go out earl) in the 

Continued on page 4 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

[§.) BREEN~~-

Gnd mapp1ng is one of modern farming's most important new 
technologaes. And no one knows how to make 11 pay oH for your 
farm1ng operat1on better than your local FS Crop Specialist 
Using the FS GREEN PLAN" he'll help you to analyze v1tal crop­
ping data -from so1l sampling to y1eld monatonng - 1n order to 
provade you wath accurate, S1te-spec1fic recommendations. G1ve 
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start charting your 
course toward optimum yaeld and maximum profats. 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-1610 • Avoca 343-6386 • tt.rtan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-1313 • Cirtswold 778-1134 
Malvern 614-8611 • Audubon 563-1675 
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Schechinger 
Cont inued from page 3 

mormng :md cat their fill then 
come he d,11vn until cvcnmg. when 
they go back and gra7e agrun. Tom. 
therefore. puts the antmals mto the 
paddocks about noon. when they 
are not hungry. On the most 
recently established 45 acre tract. he 
has five 9-acre paddocks. spltt with 
elecmc net fencing. The 30 acres of 
grass on hts own farm adds 3 more 
paddocks. Grazmg tS rotated every 
three days. on an average 39-day 
cycle Thts vanes tn the spring of 
the year. 

ln the fall. the sheep are turned 
tnto stall.. fields also on a 
rot:ltlonal basts. They are first 
prepared for this by feedtng each 
one ear of corn and perhaps some 
hay daily. The ammals are moved 
of1en. otherwtse they would qutckly 
eat the "good stuff" tn each field. 
leavmg only "Junk". But agrun. 
before movmg them to a field with 
more than the normal amount of 
com on the ground. they are 
prepped by giVIng them eJttra ears 
of com. Sheep will also eat bean 
pods. so bean fields are utilized tn 
the same manner. 

"I have found 11 best to calculate 
2 ewes per acre for 60 days. or 110 
ewe days per acre. for com or bean 
stubble." Tom Said. "It vanes. of 
course. but I start wtth that. Then I 
walk the fields. and tf I find an ear 
of com wtthtn the first 15 mtnutes. 
I figure the sheep can. too. If not. 

I move them. I also check the 
condttlon of the sheep perio<!Jcally. 
This gives me an indication of 
when they need to be moved." 

Currently, Tom has 750 ewes 
and 20 rams. The ewes are 
Po1ypay. TeJtas Rambouillet and 
blackface, along with 150 
Romanov/Cheviot and Cheviot 
ewes. He "feeds out" between 2500 
and 5000 lambs per year. Son 
Shane sees to the feedmg of the 40 
or 50 lambs which are orphaned 
each season. These are also sold 

Tom wants to go to a smaller 
ewe and is m the process of selling 
h1s bigger breeds, allowmg for the 
gradual eJtpansion of 
Chcvtot/Romanov-cross ewes 
Some of his equipment will also 
need to be changed 111 order to 
accommodate th1~ ~maller. cross-

bred ewe. These Chevtot/Romanov­
cross ewes will be bred to Suffolk. 
Hampshtre and Columbta rams. 
Once he has the st?e ewes he 
desrres. he wtll then run 15 130-lb. 
ewes and thetr lambs per acre for 
180 days. CheviOts are better 
foragers. he feels. and he hopes to 
produce and sell 3. 4 or S-way cross 
lambs. 

He and wtfe Kay recently 
purchased a 176 acre tract east of 
Harlan. wh1ch he w11l eventually 
incorporate tnto hts sheep 
operation. He plans to have 32 
paddocks, and move the sheep more 
often -· "every day or two" This 
will achteve better parasne contrOl. 
he sa1d. and ~ilould the ewes 

mtl.lung better. He keeps records on 
computer. but admits thts practice 
could be eJtpanded to contain more 
perunent data. 

The sheep are sheared annually. 
but Tom admtts he raises the 
antmals for the meat, not for the 
wool. "If wool grows too fast. the 
kmks per mch are less. so it is not 
worth as much." he potnted out 
"Breed type and other factors also 
reduce the value of the wool in the 
mtdwest • P:lul Hoffmann of Battle 
Creek tS the shearer. and the wool 
is sold through ausptces of a 
cooperauvc wool pool. It ts hauled 
to Spencer or Greenfield. 

Kay works with the school lunch 
program at the Harlan Juntor Htgh 
School. and IS a part-umc postal 
employee. Shane 15. attends htgh 
school. and Nicole. 7. is tn the ftrSt 
grade. The family ts acttve in 
community church and school 
affrurs. 

Tom said he has always 
appreciated hiS associauon with the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Dtstrict. and hopes to someday 
eJtpand his rotational graztng 
program with the help of cost-share 
funds. "I feel thts year, pasture 
ground with good enough fence for 
sheep will be hard to find in this 
area," he said, "and the cost-share 
money for fenc1ng, etc , is not 
always available. But I must say 
that I feel 11 is time the 
government, tf they're gotng to 

KINZE 2&00 Planters 
" dat's taltlllan\\DI caoacltY & 
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See your Kinze dealer today! 

Sorensen Equipment 
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helby SWCD 
Staff Personnel 

~hirley Fredericksen, 
Joann Schulte, Sec. 

Ed Seidel, SC _....,,... __ ., 
effDarling SCT "" .... __. .. s:;...., 

Joni Schwery, SCT 
Donna Thraen, CT A 
Bill Hammitt, CT A 

Marolyn Monson, CT A 

ld Bladt, Sh 
Richard Wooster, Manning 

Wayne Krohn, Avoca, 
Hans Nielsen, Harlan 

~~r_:::::::_...).l) Edward Lapke, Dunlap 

subsidize should tnclude the 
grazters. and perhaps prefer them 
over the com growers. 

"It was once thought that we (the 
farmer) had to grow more 10 feed 
the world. Then they decided that 
too much was bemg ra.tsed. so they 
lOOk land out of production with 
sewide, CRP. etc But now they 
are saytng perhaps they were 
wrong, and supplies are shon. So 
maybe they wlU go back to fence­
row to fence-row com and beans 
again! Will there sull be money to 
subsidize grazmg then. I wondet'lln 
my opmion. government programs 
tn the past have dtscouraged Iowa's 

grass farmers and the grazmg 
livestock industry here in Iowa. 

"I've learned a lot about grazmg 
m the last Silt years. and tf the past 
ts any md.icator. I'm going to learn 
a lot tn the neltt stx years as weU. 
But I rruse sheep because I enJOY 
raismg sheep. "Tom confirmed. 
with a wry smtJe and a lift of an 
eyebrow. "I enJOY worlcing wuh 
them. and it's physically safer than 
raising cattle It is also something 
I can do unnl I am at least 75 or 
80!" 

Then wtth another gnn. he added. 
Especially smce there mav be no 

social sccunty by lhen'" · CU 

SHELBY CO 
STATE BANK 

We support conseruotion, ond commend our 
former clients for their efforts toward 

preseruing noturol resources. 

FIR ----
Offices (area code 712); 

Harlan, 755- 5112 Shelby 544- 2626 
Ellc Horn, 764- 5067 Panoma, 489- 2424 

Portsmouth, 743-271 5 Irwin, 782- 3155 
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SbeJby SWCD/NRCS 

Third dry fire hydrant Improving 
farmsteads a 
breeze with 
windbreaks 

installed in county 

by Donna Thraen 
SC Technician 

Volunteer 8re department members observe the laying of 
pipe for the third cby 8re hydrant Installed in East 
Pottawattamle County recently. The hydrants provide 
water for Bremen to use when large , readily ava!Jahle 
amounts are needed 

Would you IJke lower utility 
bills? Would you like to 
Improve the weigh t gains of 
your livestock? Would you 
like more wildlife around 
your fa rms tead? If the answer 
to any of these questions Is 
"yes". the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service advises you to plant a 
farmstead or feedlot 
windbreak 

Farmstead windbreaks 
reduce wind erosion. conserve 
energy. reduce heating bills 
and beautify a farmstead. 
They also serve as a sound 
barrier and provide food and 
cover for wildlife. And. 
livestock gains more weight 
when windbreaks protect 
them from winter winds and 
snow. 

by Greg Mathia 

The third dry fire 
hydrant was Installed In 
East PottawattamJe County 
on November 11 at the 
Macedonia Rock Quany. It 
was a cool and overcast day. 
but the twenty-five people 
from Macedonia and 
Carson volunteer Ore 
departments made It almost 
a county fair type 
atmosphere. 

Dick Blackburn 
provided the backhoe to dfg 
the four foot deep trench 
from the waters edge. The 
volunteers connected the 
etght-foot sections of six­
Inch PVC pipe to make a 
100-foot dry fire hydrant. 

Bruce Damgaard directed 
the placement of the pipe 
mto the trench and thfrty 

Shelby SWCD/NRCS 

Conservation 
still required in 
newFannBm 

EIJglbilfty for USDA 
program benefits still 
requires conservation 
compiJance. sodbuster 
provisions, and wetland 
conservation (swampbuster). 

The Federal Agriculture 
Improvement and Reform Act 
of 1996 allows for flexibility 
In planting operations. 
Following an acceptable 
conservation system to 
control erosion Is stilf 
required, however. to remain 
eligible for USDA program 
benefits. 

Bringing new land into 
production (sodbuster) 
requires a cons ervation plan 
prior to planting the crop. 

Improving water quality, 
maintaining and Improving 
soU resources for fu ture 
productivity. and preserving 
wetlands are critical for the 
quaiJty of life In our 
community, s ta te and nation. 

feet out into the pond. Bruce 
Is the dry Ore hydrant 
coordinator for the county. 
He has worked closely with 
the East Pottawatta.mie SoU 
and Water Conservation 
District and the Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service. (Bruce managed to 
get only two people 
thoroughly soaked from 
placing the pipe into the 
trench !) The flnish tng touch 
was placing the blight. red 
hydrant head onto the top 
of the n ser. 

This hydrant will 
provide the communities of 
Carson and Macedonia 
access to large volumes of 
water in the event of an 
emergency. The other dry 
fire hydrants were Installed 
this past s ummer. They are 
benefiting the communities 
of Walnut. Hancock, Avoca 
and Shelby. 

The dry fire hydrants 
were installed with money 
from the LOSf (Local 
Option Sales Tax) funds. 

Windbreaks consiSt of 
several rows of coniferous 
trees or a combination of 
coniferous and deciduous 
trees that are planted usually 
on the north and west sides of 
a farmstead or feedlot. One or 
two rows of shrubs are also 
often added. 

Establishing a windbreak 
slows wind on the downwind 
side of the windbreak a 
distance of 1 0 times the 
height of the trees. The tree 
rows also act like a snow 
fence. trapping snow within 
the windbreak. 

Of course. there are other 
benefits from trees. too. Trees 
provide oxygen. reduce air 
pollution and provtde 
beneficial shade In the 
summer. Windbreaks really 
provide something for 

~~QD 0 (p)!Ml~(l\)Q 
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Loess Hi11s 

Page S 

Conference 

Pasture management is very important In the fragile 
Loess Hills, where this herd of cattle was snapped eariler 
this year. Those attending the Loess Hllls Grazing 
Conference will learn more about this practice. 

The Loess Hills Grazing 
conference Is scheduled for 
January 8 . 1997. at St 
Patnck's Parish Center In 
Dunlap. Registration will 
be at 9 :30 a .m .. with lunch 
served at noon . 
Adjournment will be at 
three In the afternoon. 

Iowa State University 
Extension Service and 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
personnel from a four­
county area will sponsor the 
session. 

All those with an interest 

everyone. 
The Natural Resources 

Conservation Servtce has 
detailed information about 
how to properly establish a 
windbreak. Including 
locations which are best 
avoided for safety reasons. 

For technical assistance tn 
establish ing a windbreak. 
contact the NRCS office. 
Spnng cost-share Is available 
from the SWCD for farmstead 
and feedlot windbreaks. 

Please stop at the office and 
sign up today! 

In graz ing land 
management Is Invited to 
attend. according to those In 
charge. 

Topics will Include 
forage management. 
paddock layout and 
management. watering 
systems. year-round graztng 
systems and the new federal 
cost-share Incentives 
available 

There will be equipment 
displays and numerous 
informational publications 
will be available. 

A producer panel will end 
the session with discussions 
of their indtvtdual planned 
graztng systems. 

Gayland Ha l l. 
coordinator of the 
conference. said. 'This will 
be an opportunity to visit 
wtth people who have lots of 
hands-on experience:· 

To pre-register. a fee of 
$10 may be sent to Gary 
Guge at the HarrisOn County 
Extension office. 304 East 
7th St., Logan. IA 51546. 

For those not pre­
registering, a $15 fee will be 
charged at the door. 

See us at 
Dunlap Fertilizer 

Company 
for all your fertilizer, 
chemical and seed 

needs. 

Your Ferttlizer & Chemical Dealer 
365 days a year! 

We appreciate your business' 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Highway 37 West 

712·643-5822 Dunlap Iowa 
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Jack Stamp "practices what he preaches" when it comes to no-till 

r-o--
~ ~_) 
~ PIONEER 

Jack Stamp shows OC Russ Kurth this old. borse~wn John Deere planter. one of a 
variety of antique Implements and farm artifacts which be collects. 

by Lo u Waite 

Jack Stamp of Pers1a is a 
fourth generation "steward of the 
soil", and part of the land he farms 
was purchased by his great­
grandfather rn 1899 Another trnct 
once belonged to h1S great-uncle. 
Both arc part of 2500 acres the 
Stamps operate. owned and rented. 
While hts parents. John and Betty 
Stamp. are technically "rettred". 
Jack satd they sttll assiSt when and 
where needed. 

Last year. Jack planted 1.100 
acres of com. and 1.000 acres 
soybeans. The remrunder of the 
land is tn pasture or CRP. He uses 
a 100% no-ull res1due 
management system. wh1ch he 
began tmplementing tn 1989 

"I went to some no-till 
meetings tn Ames," Jack 
mformed. "and attended vanous 
no-till conferences. field tours, et.c. 
I also talked to farmers who had 
done 11 Some landlords felt they 
couldn't afford the expense of 
building terraces. but were willing 
to let us try no-till as a vtable 
option. NRCS conducted no-till 
tours tn the htlls over by PISgah 
Th1s gave us the opportumty to 
see the results of the practice. and 
also the eqUJpment needed. They 
were very helpful to us in getting 
our operation set up effectively. 

"I find no-ttll much more cost· 
effective." Jack SaJd "You save 
fuel. ume and labor tn maktng 
less trips across the field. and the 
chemtcal costs have remained 
about the same. Actually, one 
person can now do what tt once 
took three people to accompltsh." 

Wuh a wry smile. Jack 
confided that one obstacle to 
convincing landlords to try no-till 
is the "bare ground syndrome". 
They have to get used to seeing all 
the restdue on the land, wuh no 
black dtrt showing, "But my 
landlords have found that the end 
result IS good, with less SOi l loss. 
and the residue helptng hold the 
fertilizer on the steeper slopes," he 
srud. "11ley are convinced." 

Jack applies Dual to the com 
ground tn the fall or spnng, 
depending upon the weather, and 
follows with Marksman when the 
com has spiked or has two leaves 
showing For the beans. he uses 
Roundup with Sencor for bum· 
down. and comes back w1th 
Pursuit and Sceptor 25 to 30 days 
later. Beans are planted in rows 
10" apart. using a no-uU dnll For 
com, he uses row< leaners wtth 
3/4 mch wavy coulters ahead of 
the planter umt. 

Anhydrous ts usually applted 
tn the fall but Jack noted that this 
year the weather was not "too 
cooperauve". A momtor is u-;ed 
whtch is set to apply the fert1hzer 
at the destred rate. Th1s can be 
vaned as ctrCUmstances 
nccessttate. 

"All th1s works really well 
with narrow base terraces." Jack 

said. "We have lots of these 
terraces, and I found that m spite 
of all the ratn tlus year, they did 
not break as did many of the 
broadbase structures. No-till also 
prevents a lot of ditches from 
form mg. and actually our yields 
on the hills have increased. 

"I nonced that followmg the 
heavy rams. the fields wh1ch were 
no-tilled absorbed the water much 
better. On the tow ground which 
had been tilled, the water rematncd 
for a week or so. delaying planung 
that much more. So all in all. no­
till was a good move for us.· 

The Stamps have ut1h1ed a 
crOP scouting service provtded by 
Agnland Farm Servtce 
Coopcrauve. "Wuh no-1111 . you 
have to be out there walking the 
fields. to stay on top of the 
problems." Jack SaJd. "Wuh the 
business, we don't have ttrne for 

J & L Contracting 
Backhoe Scraper 
Endloader Dozers 

Rll kinds 

of dirt work! 

John Jensen 
1920 Rockdale Rue. 
Woodbine, I R 51579 

712- 647-2383 

that. If Farm Service finds any chotec ts to disc it up and start 
problem, they report It to us. and over. Otherwise. you won't have 
we take care of tt. The problem IS the best )'leld m the fall. " 
handled when 11 should be. not Jack felt that no-till has helped 
when 1t IS too late." trnprove the bottom hne in hts 

A yteld monitor was also used farm operation. and his net mcome 
last fall for the first ume. Jack has also increased. "I enjoy bemg 
srud there was a btg variation in outside and domg the work 
results with different soils. "You myself. and I enJOY seemg thmgs 
notice that where you drop over a grow and fmd satiSfacuon in the 
knoll, the yield drops." he said, end result. But I have to remember 
"or where there is actual weed farming IS a busmess, and I need 
pressure. We also noticed that the to make a profit to survive." 
land which latd to the southwest As have many farmers. perhaps 
)'lelded 10 to 15 bushels better to accomplish that purpose, Jack 
than the land to the north. because has diversified. He is owner of 
of the heat umts. But we are just Mosquito Valley Ag Supply. 
'getung our feet wet" with this." whtch he opened four years ago. 
Jack said he might try utilizing a From that facility, he sells 
Global Posihoning System in the Pioneer Seeds and crop insurance. 
future. but at the present cannot w1th a full-time 
JUStify the expenditure for Jhe secretary/bOOkkeeper and part-time 
GPS umt and required computer. help dunng the busy farm seasons. 

He pointed out that the best He and his wife, Kristine, have 
advtce he could giVC to someone been married 22 years, all of them 
Interested l1l domg no-till for the spent on the same farm in 
fLTSt ttrne is to "stay with 11 and be Waslungton Townshtp. She 1s 
patient!" It takes time for the employed at Farm Service 
system to become effective. and Cooperauve in Harlan. They have 
one problem may be w1th weed two children: Lynn, 21. a student 
contrOl. "I have had to do 'rescue at Northwest Missouri State 
treatments' on certarn fields. and Umversity at Maryville, MO. and 
thts can be costly." Jack admitted. Sheri, 19, who attends Creighton 
"But the end results are positive. University in Omaha. 
You know, not everything goes as When he has time, Jack likes 
you want, sometimes. The to hunt and fish. He is a member 
weather, ram and timing can affect of the local chapters of the Com 
what you do. But w1th no-till, If Growers and Soybean Growers 
things don't go right . you UllW A<;SOCiauons and belongs to the 
spend the money for the spray. I Farm Bureau. The famtly auend~ 
can't stress that too strongly. If Tnmty Lutheran Church in Persia 
the weeds get too tall . the only where Jack has served as a trustee. ---

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full line of 
products and services 

FEED - FERTIUZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GWNDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 

OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'ERIES - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES- BA'ri'EWES- PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAULING 

ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES 

Elevator (712) 643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 
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Pigeon Creek structure is serving the purpose for wliich designed 

The faD-flow weir grade mbiHzatlon s tructure as it appeared in September, 1996. 

by Gayland Ball, SC 
and Loa Waite, AIS 

. The full-flow-welT grade 
stablllzation structure in the 
accompanying photos is 

1
1ocated on Pigeon Creek In 
Section 10 of Union 
Township, four miles west of 
Persia. It Is one of three 
structures Installed In 1994 
and 1995 under the USDA 
Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program (EWP). 

Harrison County 
Supervisors and the Road 
Department were sponsors 
of the project. County 
Engineer Tom Stoner did the 
contracting work and 

lmanaged construction 
progress. The Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) completed 
the designs and carried out 
the Inspections. 

Stoner commented that 
prior to the construction, the 
bridge In the photo had had 
to be extended twice. 'The 
last time. then· was simply 
no room to go straight 
across," he recalled with a 
smJle. "so we had to bend it. 
Since then, we have called It 
the 'crooked bridge'." 

Stoner said following the 
floods of June and July. he 
was "nervous" about several 
of the bridges over Pigeon 
I Creek. 'We had two 100-year 
floods. and a 50-year flood 
/within 60 days," he recalled, 
j"and these on the heels of the 
1 00-year flood In 1993. I 

tknew we had some serious 
problems with roads and 
bridges all over the county. 
,but particularly with this 
bridge on the Pigeon. I was 
afraid we were going to lose 
ilL" 

Stoner flew over the flood 
region In June. and saw that 
all the dams and terraces 
were filled with water. "In 
July. I went back up and 
, there was no water 

1

anywhere," he continued. 
"everything had broken. The 

water just came so fast that 
there was not enough 
storage. It caused a huge 
amount of damage '" 

The tremendous volume 
of water rushing through the 
creeks caused an equal 
amount of degradation to the 
stream banks and 
consequently to the bridges 
'We knew that to replace just 
one bridge would cost about 
$400,000.00. "Stoner staled. 
"so with a number of bridges 
endangered and not enough 
funds. we knew we had to 
find an aJtemative." 

The aJternaUve was, of 
course. stabilization 
structures such as that 
pictured. or of sl.m11ar 
design. The three on Pigeon 
Creek have "worked 
wonderfully," Stoner said, 

and he was "thrilled" by that 
fact. 

The structures not only 
save the bridges adjacent to 
them. but aJso protect other 
bridges further upstream by 
taking away around 4-feet of 
"fall" from the creek. They 
aJso retard the velocity of 
the water. especially after a 
heavy rain. 

'The upper structures were 
flawless." Stoner informed. 
"although the lower one has 
had some overfllllng behind 
the sheet piling due to a 
curve In the creek at that 
point. This Is easily 
repaired. however. We'll wall 
for low water and add a 
couple cubic feet of grout. 
Actually. aJl the structures 
performed very we!J and 
should continue to do so." 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647·2741 

leRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647·2414 

Debbie Harris 647·2230; Randy Pryor, 647·2712 
Jerry Baldwin, 643·5130; Jerome Lowrey 402·393-7426 

Jim Rock 547·2996; Patty Kelley 647·2544 

The "crooked bridge site" prior to c ons truc tion 

EWP funds were granted 
for 80 percent of the cost of 
each structure, with the road 
department providing the 
other 20 percent. some of 
this on an "in-kind" basis. 

The totaJ cost of the three 
structures was $632.000.00. 
as compared lo replacement 
costs of three bridges at 
approximately 
$1.200.000.00. 'The figures 
speak for themselves,'' the 
county engineer pointed out. 

"A structure or two has 
been saved. but we need to 
convince the federaJ 
government that they need 
to mitigate ... do It (the 
repair) now Instead of 
waiting until we get another 
100-year flood." Stoner 
emphasized. 

He also commented how 
much he appreciated the 
assistance from NRCS and 
the "tremendous 

cooperation·· of the 
landowners Involved. 'We 
have never had a problem 
with them. and we always 
promise never to destroy 
more than we can help," he 
maintained. 'They see the 
value of this. When the 
Pigeon Creek projects are all 
completed. the amount of 
Ullable land will be 
Increased and they will be 
able to farm to the edge of the 
creek. These structures 
benefit many areas." 

"Including", Tom said. 
"the fact that we should 
never have to extend that 
crooked bridge again!" 

MODALE CO-OP 
SALUTES 

AREA FARMERS! 

Crop Production 
Grain Marketing 

Petroleum Products 
Convenience Store 

USE YOUR CO-OP! 

MODALE CO-OP 
MO. VALLEY, lA 647-2777 

MODALE, lA 645·2081 

I 
I 
i 



Page 8 Harrison SWCD 
715 North 2nd Ave., Logan, IA 51546-1038 Ph. 712-644-2210 FAX 712-644-3247 

Let us introduce Anita Mether, 

new SWCD commissioner 

by Lou Waite 
NRCSIAIS 

Anita Mether of Logan 
\Viii join the Harrison Soli 
and Water Consen·atJon 
District Board of 
CommJssloners on 
January 1. 1997 She was 
elected to that posiUon In 
November 1996 

Anita and Curtis. her 
husband of 19 years. farm 
1,000 acres of owned and 
rented land tn Harrison 
County. Included Is the 
farm where they live. once 
belonging to Curt's 
parents Leroy and Leota 
Mether, now retired 

While the Methers 
prefer no-till as a residue 
management system. some 
of the land they rent Is 
disced once before 
planting. They report that 
their yields with no-till 
have Increased. especially 
the soybeans which Curt 
says "are better each year' . 
They plant the beans early 
and usually they are up 
before the weed problem 
starts. The Methers use a 

combtnallon of post­
emerge treatments a 
needed to control weed 
growth 

They use their own 
equipment, a boom 
sprayer with saddle tanks. 
and scout their fields often 
to tdenW:v problem areas 
so Immediate remedies 
may be applied. 

The Methers noted that 
last year they had a lot of 
terrace damage follow1ng a 
six-Inch rain In the 
Moorhead area. "Looking 
at the no-till fields from 
U1e road. It also appeared 
that there were a lot of rtlls 
or guJUes." they said ''But 
on closer Inspection. we 
saw that onJy the residue 
had washed away, leaving 
the soU In place. That Is 
pretty conVincing evidence 
that no-till really Is 
effective " 

Anita even no-tilled her 
garden last year \Vith good 
success. She noted w1th a 
chuckle that people from 
all around the area 
brought their grass 
clippings for her to use. "I 

Will the real Sioux Bin 
please stand up? 

Roof qe iS fOdtO 340 
to ~"" pat'lllll edge .... 
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BellOn ""9 1\U 1'01 
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certainly .. It has tor years and years. 
Some Sioux bins have been in service for almost 40 

years S1oux bins are designed and built to last . and 
last. . and last 

And, not only do Sioux bms stand up for years, but they 
prctect your grain too Put your grain in a Sioux bin. U's hke 
putlin9 it ,., a bank vault. When it's well managed, 1t's pro· 
tecteo and 1t'~ safe 

Look at every part of a S1oux bin. From the heavy, 10 
gauge door frame to the rolled roof edge, every part of 

• every Sioux bin is built for 
lasting strength and absolute 

:.. gram protection. 
Take a took, and you'll see 

Sioux bins are buill to protect 
your grain for years and 

- years .. and years 

6. 9 % simple interest, 
subject to change weekly 

Woodbine Farm Supply 
521 Walker Street 

Woodbine, lA 51579 

A music lover. Anita 
plays plano for church 
services often as well as at 
other functions She Is I 
also a member of the 
Harrison County 
Extension Councll. At the 
time of the Interview. she 
was putting together a 
booklet containing recipes 
from 7 generations of the 
family. This feat will be 
accomplished with the 
help of relatives Interested 
In geneaology and the 
collection given ~ 
Christmas gifts to other 
family members. 

Lynn is a wrestler, as 
was his father before him. 
"l used to be able to teach 
him a thing or two." Curt 
said wryly. 'but lately he is 
the one teaching me!" 

Anita Mether, right, and husband Curtis 

J.J Is a cheerleader and 
also musically talented. 
Last year she was one of a 

had "residue" six tnches 
deep," she said, "and very 
little weed problem. That 
saves a lot of labor and I 
have never had more 
healthy plants." 

On their own land they 
have the terraces required 
In their FSA plan 
Installed. Curt sald 
however. he might "put In a 
few more" just to please 
himself. Using no-Ull as 
an option for terraces has 
removed that requirement 
on some of the land they 
rent. 

They do not raise 
livestock. but do purchase 
feeder calves each year and 
finish them for market. 
"I'm not so sure that Isn't a 
mistake. sometimes," 
Anita admitted with a 
smile. 

No mistake, but 
somewhat unusual, is a 
windbreak they planted 17 
years ago. It consists 
totally of blue spruce trees. 
which are slow-growing as 
a rule. But Anita said the 
trees are "really tall" and 
proVide excellent 
protection from the wind. 

Curt Is a certified 
"Master Forester", having 
taken a course proVided by 

JIM SCHABEN 
REAL ESTATE 

SELLING BY AUCTION 
& PRIVATE LISTING 

.. 
JOHN A. HANSEN, 

ASSOCIATE BROKER 

LOGAN, lA 51546 
712-644-30 0 1 

Iowa Stale Extension 
"Actually. I took the course 
ajler we planted the 
windbreak," he admitted 
ruefully. 'but we learned a 
lot from the enUre 
experience " Curi's 
maternal grandfather. 
Milton Metcalf. was an 
orchardist and tree lover. 
and this may have 
Inspired the same Interests 
In his grandson. 

Curt and Anita have 
three children: Lynn, 17. a 
high school Junior. 
JennJfer (known as J J.) 
15, a sophomore. and 
Michelle. 8. In the second 
grade. 

The family Is very 
active In 4-H and Curt and 
Anita are project leaders. 
They attend the Logan 
Christian Church where 
Curt serves as elder and is 
chairman of the board. He 
also teaches Sunday 
School. 

Anita Is In charge of a 
childr en's video library at 
the church . Christian 
Videos which ·~ust appear" 
(as contributions) are 
loaned to the children for 
Viewing at home. 'They 
love this," Anita said, "and 
sometimes a Visiting child 
takes a Video home. and 
when they return It, ask if 
they may come back again. 
That Js rewardtng." 

group of 40 youths making 
up the NewWay Singers 
who loured 6 states 
presenting concerts In 
various locations. 

Michelle plays plano. 
and accordtng to her 
mother. Is an "outdoor 
person' who loves nature 
and animals. She assists 
With her siblings 4-H 
projects and will become 
an "official" member next 
year 

Russ Kurth. District 
Conservationist 
commented that Anita Is 
personally involved Jn the 
couple's fannlng 
operation. This. along 
w1th her past experience as 
a 4-H leader and present 
Extension Council 
experience wUI enable her 
to become a valuable 
commissioner for 
Harrison County. 

'1t's good to have her." 
Kurth said, "for not onJy Is 
she actively tnvolved In 
community affairs. but 
also In actively applying 
conservation practices on 
their farm." 

As for Anita. she said 
she is looking forward to 
another "learning 
experience." 

The district Is In tum 
looking forward w1th 
pleasure to her 
participation. 

LIBERTY 
BANK & TRUST 

••••••••••••••••••• 
Serving all of Harrison County 

Woodbine (712) 647-2301 

Pisgah (712) 456-2291 
._. ___ _ 
FDIG: Persia (712) 488-2425 
_.,. ___ _ 
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Sesquicentennial Forest planted 
by West Harrison students 

by Sarah Perley 

West Harrison Community 
School at Mondamin 1s 
completing work on a school 
forest/landscaping project 
and arboretum. A grant from 
the Iowa SesquicentennJal 
Com.mJsslon and Trees 
Forever school forest project 
lnJtially provided funds for 
the project. 

With the help ofTrees 
Forever, this unique grant 
opportunity gave 53 schools 
across Iowa an opportunity to 
celebrate Iowa's 150th 
anniversary year by planting 
a legacy for the future . 

West Harrison staff 
members contributed Ume to 
work on the grant proposal. 
written by Madylon Perley. 
Instructor. Tim Sproul. 
Director of the Harrison 
County Conservation Board. 
created the landscaping plan 
and des ign for the arboretum. 

The landscape design 
includes deciduous trees 
native to Iowa, and evergreen 
trees. 1n add!Uon, It also 
Included thirtreen trees 
selected from s tock 
genetically the same as trees 
from places with historical 
slgnlflcance. These Included 
Mt. Vernon Red Maple and 
Valley Forge Rlver Birch In 
the arboretum. with planting 
of pralrie grass and native 
Iowa wildflowers. Blue gama 
and buffalo grass are also 
planted around the outside of 
the arboretum walkway. 

On a cold. wet Sunday 
afternoon In April, West 
Hamson students, faculty 
and community members 
planted the school forest. A 
second planting at a later date 

West Harrison students busily involved witb tree­
planting activities. 

completed the arboretum, 
1ncludJng the pralrie grass 
and wlldfiower seeds. 

The naUve pralrie grasses 
donated by Pheasants 
Forever are the same 
varteUes that settlers saw 
coming through Iowa when it 
was not yet a state. It 1s said 
the grass was so tall that a 
person could be In It on 
horseback and the horse 
would be hidden from vtew. 

The Harrison County 
Sesqulcen tennJal 
Commission recently agreed 
to provide West Hamson with 
an additional grant to finish 
the landscape project and add 
the finishing touches to the 
arboretum. The funds will 
also provtde materials needed 
for bll'dhouses and a bird 
feeder. to be completed by the 

West HarriSon Industrial art 
classes. These w1ll 
complement the arboretum 
design. 

Terra cotta markers which 
Identify each of the historic 
forest trees In the arboretum 
w1ll be set to identify the trees 
selected by each West 
Harrison class. Kindergarten 
through senJor 

In addtUon to being a 
beautiful addJUon to the 
school grounds. the 
arboretum w1ll be used as an 
outdoor classroom. For years 
to come. students can return 
and see the trees they helped 
plant. and the trees chosen by 
each class 

The peaceful shade w1ll be 
there for students at recess 
and for community members 
to enjoy. as well. 

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc. 
OUIUP , lA 51529 DOW aTY, IA 51521 PANAMA, lA 51562 LOGAN, lA 51546 

5U-5360 57 4-3344 489-2S35 644-2540 
•nsss 

Grind & Mix • Health Aids • Custom Spraying • Feed • Grain • Seed • ,_0
" '''

70 

* Purina Chows 
Receiving Chow 
Cattle Liquid Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 
Horse Chows 

• Fertilizers 
Dry, Liquid & Ammonia 
Custom Application 
Soil Testing 

* Western QLF 
Liquids & Protein Tubs 

*Equipment • Livestock Equipment * Seeds 

* Grain 
Buy & Sell Grain 
Grain Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

Sioux Gates Dekalb Corn & Beans 
Husky Feeders Golden Harvest Com & Beans 
Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses 

Give a gift of meaningful music 

For those who find It hard 
to find a meaningful gift to 
give to family or friends for 
that special occasion. a 
handful of conservation and 
farm organizations feel they 
have the right answer, at the 
right price. 

It is a unique collection of 
music, avallable on cassette 
tape (or CO's) and called 
"Keepers of the Flame." 

County mus ic artist Jon 
Chandler of Denver was 
conunJssloned to do an 11-
song album earlier this year 
In Nashvtlle. It Is a tribute to 
conservation farmers and 
ranchers and also their 
wives, telling how they feel 
about their land and their 
llfestvle. 

A song which especially 
touches the heart Is a 
grandfa ther telling his 
granddaughter of his love for 
the women In his life, and 
also hls love for the land 

One song gives credJt to 
farm wives for their many­
faceted contributions to 
farm living and family life. 
Another Is about going home 
again to the farnlly farm. 
and sWl another pays 
tribute to those who take 
care of the land and keep the 
home fires burning -- the 
"keepers of the flame." 

Jon Chandler's mellow 
baritone, with just a hint of 

"down home" cadence, Is 
pleasing to the ear. and the 
message he brings Is pleasing 
to the heart of those who love 
this land and want to 
preserve It 

Chandler has been seen 
and heard at a number of 
farm and cons ervation 
groups meeUngs. and is 
scheduled for more 
appearances during the 
winter 

According to Konda Slagle. 
Hamson SWCD secretary, 
'The cassette Is an Ideal gift 
to give to a farmer whom you 
appreciate for what he has 
done. or for a farmer to give 
to his wife to s how he 
appreciates her! Besides. 
Jon's music Is 'easy lis tening' 
for any reason." 

The tapes are avallable for 
$9.00 at the Harrison office 
(or any NRCS office In the 
area). Shipping and 
handling charges. if the 
tapes are to be mailed. are 
additional. 

What you hear in the 
coffee shops may or may 
not be right! Have 
doubts?? Ask us! We 
won't mislead you when it 
comes to "what's 
happening" out there in 
the conservation world. 

New 8000 Series Tractors deliver fast-acting 
hydraulics, extraordinary hitch-lift capaci~·, 
and exclusive TouchSef hydraulic controls 
• Four Mil models· 160-hp 8100. 

IRO-hp RZOO, 200-hp 8300, and 
225-hp 8~00. 

• Get up to 2,900 p\1 hydraulic 
pressure; up to 30 ~:pm Ool\ at 
the SCVs 

• l.ilt 01er I S.OOO pound< 1111h the 
two largest mtlllel<. om l~llOO 
pounds 111th the two \OIJllcr 
models lc'plionah. 

• Set hydraulic rate and 0011' ' iCII. 

your scat. on-the-go. 
• E.'clus1re umed detents kt vou 

Jd1us: the lcn;th o' :u:1e o1i :, '• 
to ~hminate madwrt~llt ''" t: 
\Kkbacl 

• Opuonal ~k'<trohydr.l"':c d~~· 
control ehminate~ m•'<hanicJ! 
depth .tops. 

• Fir~t tr~ctors to teaturc- lUll) 
.. , ·nted '0\1 ::u:dan.e !Opt OPe' 

Warner Im plement 

Ill 
Woodbine 112- 647-2702 

1-80()..369-2703 
Missouri Valley 712-642-4117 

1-800-999-0C568 
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Unlike the warning·, you can go home again if the heart is still there 
Personal Profile 
by Lou Waite 

Larry Bean 1s 55. loo'-s 45. 
and adm11S that he wouldn't mind 
finding a female companion to 
share ht' life 

His frequent smtlc nashcs 
brightly tn Ius deeply tanned face, 
and h1s dark hatr. wom a hnlc 
long for the currem fash1on 
shows some lhreads of sliver He 
ts sulllean and tom. very lucrate. 
very courteous and well-spoken. 
Those tndulgmg in conversauon 
soon find that he IS knowledgeable 
about world aJf:urs but also 
sharply analyucal in assesstng 
local condlllons and concerns 

Hts speech ts cullured and 
grammaucally correct but he can 
segue tnlo localtdiom when 
passing along a bit of humor 
overheard m the coffee shop. 
Someumcs he tnlCrJeCts phrases 
such as "modus operandi" or 
quotes some anctent phtlosophcr 
("Our chtldren are becoming the 
barbanans at the gales of Rome. ) 
But rruscd eye~rows and puzzled 
cltpresstons rcmmd htm of his 
l:lpse. and he reveriS back 10 the 
vernacular. 

Larry ts a fanner. but he is far 
from betng the accepted 
slcreolypC. He is more 
rcpresemauve of today's men of 
the soil . however. than most of 
the world realu~. Larry has been 
more. done more and seen more 
than most fanners of lhts area. 
He has traveled tn !he fast lane of 
corporate managemem dealt wilh 
contractS and negouattons 
involving mega-bucks. lived !he 
good Ltfe. walked !he walk and 
lalked the Lalk. But he gave 11 all 
up to come back to Ius 
bt:gtnnmgs. 

Lany Bean, who once served the corporate world. Is now 
happy to tend the land whose dust he once shook &om his 
restless feet. 

Larry IJVes near Liule Stoux. 
Iowa. JUSt a country mtle from !he 
farm where he was bom and grew 
to manhood. He admtlS !hat once 
he reached that equivocal age 
where all feel they can go out and 
conquer the world, he couldn't 
wall to leave the rolltng hills and 
ferule valleys behmd He couldn't 
waH to see what was over !he 

honzon ... on !he Q1W side of 
that hill. 

Perhaps part of his longing to 
expand Ius honzons was inslilled 
by one of hiS Leachers. Vada 
Glasser may not have realized how 
much influence she had over one 
of her young puptls in the Lillle 
SIOUX SChOOl dlStnCl. Larry 
remembers her w1th great 
fondness. and swears she was one 
of the "best teachers ever!" 

Perhaps once he left home, 
his horizons were widened by hiS 
tenure wtlh the Army Reserve, or 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer 

.... ... ... 
' 

Woodbine, lA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 

FAX (712) 647-3020 
1-800-950-01 63 

when he pored over his accounung 
lessons during every spare minute. 
Surely studymg corporate law at a 
later time may have been an eye­
opener for a yoong midwestemcr, 
brought up to believe m the 
mtegnty and honesty of hts fellow 
man. 

Through the ensuing years 
wnh vanous conglomerates in 
severallocauons, as he was 
rewarded for Ius acluevemeniS and 
advanced up the "corporate ladder''. 
he must have considered hJS life to 
be tdeal. One might wonder if he 
sometimes tired of coping wilh 
!he consl311t responsibtbty and 
stress? 

·r wasn't really unhappy," 
Larry said, "but there was always 
this mtemal message speaking to 
me. one whtch I tnoo to tgnore. I 
was the eldest of three children. 
and had been away from my 
famtly too many years. When I 
was eventually transferred to the 
m1dwest and could visu more 
often, it made me realize the truth 
of that old adage . . you can Lake 
the boy away from the country. 
but the country never leaves you 
When I would return to my job. 
those old grass roots kept calling 
to me. Then too, I kept thmlang 
how good u would be 10 be my 
own boss." 

When Larry's mother became 
ill wilh cancer. he decided to Lake 
a year's sablxlttcal so he could 
spend the ome with her. But when 
he learned !hat hts company 
wanted to tra.nsfer htm to a disl311l 
corporate headquarters and Lake his 
place tn lh.e "gla.;$ bubble". he 
reali.t.ed that tt was time to make a 
dectston about the dlfecUon his 
life was laking. 

"I wanted to go home," Larry 

said, in recoiJcction "I wanted 
some d11t! I wanted to experience 
that kind of life again. It wasn't a 
planned strategic management 
deciston, such as those J was 
accllStomed to making, bul I knew 
tn my heart tt was the right one." 

"Home" 10 Larry is a well­
kept older fannhousc, situated on 
680 acres in the ferule Little 
Sioux River Valley. Actually, !he 
former river channel winds past 
hts front lawn. Larry normally 
farms across !he dry bed. but due 
to lhts year's. plentiful rainfall, ll 
tS holding water. 

The license plate on !he shiny 
ptckup parked in the lane reads 
"FRIJOLE". a tesLamonial to his 
dry sense of humor. When people 
look at the plate in puzzlement. 
he grins and says, 'Thrnk of my 
name (Bean)" 

Most of the farmland ts 
NHEL {non-htghly-erodible-land). 
so he does not have as many 
problems with erosion as do those 
who farm the surrounding 
h1llsides He plantS com and 
beans. also oaiS. clover and 
alfalfa. mtermtueolly. He plans to 
merge wheat 1nto !he crop rotation 
this fall The fann was in 
conunuous ridge-ull from 1988 
unlll 1995, but that fall the ridges 
were uUed and m !he spring of 
1996 all the fields were 
conventionally planted 

Larry said he feels ridge-ull •s 
an excellent practice on the Story­
Clay fields he tends. But he S3ld 
wtlhout drcunage improvement, 
the system fruls during wet 
growmg seasons. 

He describes his landJady. 
Kathryn Johnson of LoulSvtlle, 
Kentucky, as being very wt lling 
to consider new or mnovauve 
tdeas about the farmmg operauon 
or farmstead. An example is !he 
L-shaped windbreak. planted five 
years ago, which wi ll m time give 
protecuon from the btner wmds of 
wmter. Kathryn prud the balance 
of cost not covered by REAP 
fundmg, wlnle Larry provided !he 
labor and now Lakes care of 
maintenance. This IS typical of 
their relaoonshtp; one whtch ts 
obviously of mutual satisfaction. 
"She tS !he greatest!" Larry 
declared 

His falher and stepmother live 
"JuSt down !he road", and Larry's 
eyes twinkJe when he speaks 
fondJy of his relationship wtth 

them. He beams when telling 
some of !he explotLS of his nieces 
and nephews. for whom he 
obviOusly has a deep affection. 

Larry was married, but is no 
longer. "It's not a bitter memory," 
he said wtlh a shrug. He 
volunteered no furlher 
informauon. but a latent 
unhappmcss may have been 
reflected in his eyes. 

He enjOys travel mg. Oy­
fishing, running and participating 
m community affairs. among 
other interests. But mrunly he 
likes to wnte, and is m the 
process of completing hts first 
novel. He is also comptling hts 
mem01rs and enJOYS wnung 
poetry. He wntes leuers 10 friends 
and family. "the old fashtoned 
way". whtch he dcscnbcd as 'me­
mat I, instead of e-ma1l " 

So Larry Bean has come 
home agam. He who once wore a 
sutt and ue every day. now 
appears comfortable in wom Levi~ 
and work booiS The hands whtch 
perhaps were once soft and white. 
wuh carefully groomed nails. are 
now roughened by hard l:lbor and 
exposure to the weather. 

Once his conversation may 
have had to do wtlh stock 
markets. world trade. foreign 
pohcy, !he yen vs the US doiJar, 
personnel development and 
recommendauons to or 
reconciltauons wuh a board of 
dtrcctors. 

Today. he IS more concerned 
about the price of com. techrucal 
and fundamenlal studle:; of the 
future's market and whelher or not 
!he hay is ready to be mowed. 

More than all !hiS, Larry 
appears at ease with htmself, hiS 
environment and hiS Lifestyle. He 
has proven !hat you ldiJl go home 
agam. He has learned that "home" 
can be anywhere, everywhere and 
nowhere. 

He has found a trulh wh1ch 
many never learn: that home is 
"where the heart ts". 

Change of address?? 
Please notify us! 

Want to receive the 
newsletter if you are 

not? Let us know! 
Write to 7US N. 2nd Ave., 

Logan. lA 51546 

WAYNE'S REPAIR, INC. 
FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR. AND LOTS MOREl 

Authorized Briggs 
a: Stratton Dealer 

210 East 6th Street 
LAlg»n, lA 51546 
1~231-7558 

712-644-3450 

Oloff Machine Shop 
Welding, Fabricating 

Machinery Repair 
Lyle Oloff, Owner 

Logan, Iowa 644-3275 
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East Pottawattamie 
SoU &: Water Conservation District 

District Commissioners 
Darrell Stamp, 

Lincoln Twp •• Chm. 
Russ Btandes. James Twp. 
Bemle Bolton, Belknap Twp. 
Marlyn Von Wet¥. 

Carson Twp. 
Teny Gleaves, Center Twp. 
Assistant 
Commissioners 
CWford St111e, 

Macedonia Twp. 
Btyce Gehrmann. 

canon Twp. 
Norma Bolton, Belknap Twp. 
IWal Hotze, Grove Twp. 
Jeff Krueger. Layton Twp. 

NRCS Personnel 
Stan Buman, District 

Conaenatlontat 
Greg MathU, SoU 

Conservationist 
Leslie Cleaveland. 

SoU Cons. Aide 
Kevin Gee. SoU Cons. Aide 
Vlc Mccan. SoU Cons. Aide 
Tom Schemer, Volunteer 
Bruce Damgu.aard. 

Volunteer . 
State Personnel 
Becky Lockwood. Secretary. 

SWCDTreas. 
Clair Acker, SoU Cons. 

Technician 

County Personnel 
Michelle Zimmerman, 

Resource Planner 

Zimmerman represents Iowa 
at national Envirothon meet 

Michelle Zimmerman 
represented Iowa at the 
national Envirothon 
meeting. held at Johnstown. 
Pennsylvania. That city will 
be the site of the 1997 
National Envirothon. to be 
held on the UnJverslty of 
Pittsburg campus. 

New executive officers and 
board members were elected 
and the by-laws revised. A 
Web page Is to be developed to 
promote the national 
Envtrothon. as well.as 
Individual state 
representation. 

A few corporate sponsors 
have committed to assisting 
with the program. Monsanto 
has gracious ly consented to 
sponsor the National 
Envirothon for the next five 
years. The Canon 
corporation has also 
expressed interest in 
becoming a corporate 
sponsor. 

Sites have been selected 
for the national event unW 
the year 2000. They are: 
Pennsylvania 1997; 
Michigan 1998; California 
1999 and Nova ScoUa 2000. 

Iowa's state competition 
wtll be held at Springbrook 
State Park near Guthrie 
Center on April 28, 1997 

Prior to the state 
competition. four reglonals 
wtll be held throughout the 
state. The southwest 
regional will be in February. 

The Iowa Envtrothon 
committee Is currently 
seeking sponsorship for the 
events Indlvtduals are also 
needed to asstst with the 
acUvttles. 

Anyone tnterested In 
more Information Is asked 
to contact Michelle 
Zimmerman. 482-6408: 
Julia Gubbels. 328-2489 or 
Jill Knapp, 515-278-5362. 

Posters wanted 
Do you Uke nature or 

conservation? Are you In 
Kindergarten through 12th 
grade? Why not share your 
creaUvtty with the Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) Commissioners? 

This year's poster theme 
ts Backyard Stewardship .. 
The theme emphasizes what 
each of us can do tn our own 
backyard. school yard or 
neighborhood to practice 
and promote pOSitive 
stewardship. 

Grinnell Mutual 
Remsurance Company and 
the Auxiliary of the Iowa 
Association of SoU and 
Water Conservation D1stnct 
Commissioners co-sponsor 
the poster contest. 

The contest is open to all 
students 1n Iowa from K 
through 12 The dMsions 
are as follows: 

DIVISOn 1 - Grades K - 1 
Dlvtsion 2 - Grades 2 - 3 
DIViSion 3 - Grades 4 - 6 
Dtvtslon 4 - Grades 7 - 9 
Dlvtslon 5 - Grades 10 - 12 

Posters should reflect the 
contest theme. Posters 
should be made on regular 
poster paper with the stze 
being no smaller than 14 by 
22 tnches and no larger than 
24 by 36 tnches. Any 
medium may be used. 
tncluding paJnt. magic 
marker, pencil, charcoal, cut 
and paste. crayon, collage, or 
whatever tnsplres the 
entrant. 

Judging of each poster 
will be based on the 
conservation message (50%). 
visual effectiveness (25%) 
and uruversal appeal (25%). 

For more Information or 
an entry form. or to leave 
your poster. contact your 
local SWCD. 

Posters are due Friday. 
March 4. 1997. 

This Season, Reap Big Savings 
On Duty /Farm Filters From Big A. 

[ 
. BIG 

~~ 
FILTERS 

The One Stop Source For Your Heavy Duty/Farm Filters. 
(C~se lOIS M~< or MJI~h) 

Schnack Auto Parts 
Oakland, Iowa 

482-3404 

Terry Gleaves, left, of Oakland, one of the eight regional 
finalhl\ for the honor, received his award from Frank 
Holdmeyer, Editor of the Wallaces Farmer, right, and 
IASWCDC Vice Pre~ident Mark Ingwersen, center 

Gleaves named finalist for 1996 
Outstanding SWCD Commissioner 

Terry Gleaves was 
recently honored as 
OutstandJ.ng SoU and Water 
Conservation District 
Commissioner for Region 5. 
Congratulations, Terry! 

Gleaves has been a 
commissioner for four 
years. He is also a 
representative of the 
following committees: 
alternate delegate for REAP 
Congress; first alternate 
delegate for IASWCDC, 
district committee 
chaiiJ>erson for REAP and 
ONMP. helping to coordinate 
animal waste structures 
through REAP funds; and Is 
on the dJstrict scholarship 
committee. 

Other services to the 
district and conservation 
programs have been 
asstsUng with advertising 
for the Quad-County 
Conservation Quarterly 

Newsletter; with district tree 
sales and fJlllng of tree 
orders and dtstribuUon of 
soU stewardship material to 
local churches. 

Terry ts also a member of 
the Pottawattamie 
Cattleman's Association, a 
member of the East Pott 
Farm Bureau and the 
Oakland Methodist Church. 

He and hts wife Amy have 
two children, Evan and Alex. 
Amy ts employed as a part­
time dental assistant in 
Council Bluffs. 

The GleaveS' farm 
operation In Center 
Township Includes raising 
250 acres of com. 250 acres 
of soybeans. with 100 acres 
tn pasture and hayland. No­
Ulling Is carried out. and the 
farm Is terraced 

Once again, 
congratulations, Terry. and 
keep spreading the word on 
conservation! 

c~ 

~\)~ Fi:ldTiling 
All Types Excavating 

) S;;m~~e~i~Y 
P.O. Box 427 
Oakland, Iowa 
51560-0427 
Fax 712-482-6443 
Ph. 712-482-6413 
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Wildlife dependent on 
agriculture in some ways 

by Carl Priebe ~ 
Wlldllfe Biologist ~ 

Many of Iowa's larger. 
more easily recogniZed 
wildlife species are. In one 
way or another. dependent 
upon agriculture. Most 
utllize waste grain as an 
important. sometimes 
critical. food source. 
Examples are pheasants 
and quaJJ. Others utilize 
waste grain as easy food. 
aliliough they could 
probably get by on natural 
foods. Examples are deer 
and turkeys. 

At the same ume. the 
production of graJn may 
reduce oilier potential life 
requirements for those 
same species. For example, 
Iowa has a good population 
of pheasants. In part 
because of the productive 
soils and ilie production of 
row crops which results In 
few or no grassy areas. 

Iowa's agriculture has 
In part been dictated over 
the years by the farm 
programs of the times 

Correspondingly. wildlife 
populations have suffered 
or benlfited from those 
same programs. As we 

reach the end of. or at least 
a smaller scale. set-aside 
program (ACR and CRP), 
some wildlife populations 
w1l1 be changing because 
that species' llfe 
requirements are 
improved or on the other 
hand. possibly destroyed. 

For example, pheasants 
require grassy areas for 
nesting. the reartng of 
broods and roosttngs. The 
e!J.mlnation of ACR and a 
reduction of CRP will 
convert thousands of acres 
from grasslands to row 
crop. Where that habitat 
change occurs. pheasant 
numbers will fall 
substantially. In Oelds 
wtth brushy field borders 
or Interior brushy draws. 
the conversion of CRP to 
row crop will probably 
enhance quaJJ numbers. 
The brushy habitat In CRP 
fields provtded everything 
quaJJ needed. except 
adequate food. Grassy field 
borders between row crops 
and brushy cover provtde 
excellent habitat. 

Deer n umbers respond 
very positively to ilie CRP 

HUSZ 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKLAND, IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 711-482-6852 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 711-484-3435 

Water Wells 

Of All Types 

Oakland. lA 

Ph. 712-482-6408 FAX 712-482-3561 

1997 cost-share procedures clarified for 
landowners in East Pottawattamte SWCD 
You have applied for state 

cost-share at the East 
Pot.tawatta.rille SWCD by 

1) the landowner coming 
In and stgrung application 
OP-1) and Substitute W-9 
forms. 

2) supplying vttal 
lnfonnauon such as 
location. contractor. type 
and amount of terracing 
requested (or oilier practice). 
This Information Is 
presented to the District 
Commissioners on a first­
come. first-serve basts for 
approval. Contructlon 
cannot begm prior to 
approvmg. Once approved. 
written notification w1l1 be 
sent to the applicant. 

What can you goect'? 
Step 1 - Upon notlflcation 

of approval. dJscuss With 
your contractor what you 
can e.'Cpect from him (le. 
price. esumated completion 
ume. etc.). These Items are 
between vou and your 
contractor. The District will 
not get Involved In pricing. 
etc. Topsolling Is required 
on all terraces. 

Let ilie Oakland NRCS 
office know which 

program. The grassy fields 
provtde fawnJng. bedding 
and graztng areas. 
Conversion of the CRP 
OeJds to row crop may not 
affect deer numbers either 
way. but the deer may be 
forced to use gram fields 
more frequently. 

Turkeys Will benefit 
from new grain fields 
adjacent to Umbered areas . 
especially during Winters 
following poor mast 
production In the woods. 
Some nesting will be lost 
however. as turkeys 
learned to use the CRP 
fields and regularly nested 
along the edges. 

Farm programs can 
directly affect a farmer's 
livellhood. '!"hey also 

contractor you have chos en 
(712-482-6408). 

Step 2 - When your ground 
is ready (le. the crop is out, 
ground free of frost, the 
setastde or alfalfa mowed. 
etc.) and your contractor is 
approximately one week 
away. contact the Oakland 
NRCS office to have your 
terraces staked. Techn1clans 
try to stay just ahead of 
contractors. 

A - Please do not till the 
area to be terraced prior to 
layout. Also keep In mind 
that all e.'dstlng terraces 
above any new terrace we 
s take out must also meet 
specs m order to get cost­
share. 

B - Please be available 
when techniCians come to 
layout terraces so you will 
!mow how the terraces will 
lay You may be required to 
help Wlth the layout if we are 
short of staff. 

C - Approval of layout as 
staked ls~ 
responsibility. Please 
Inform technicians if you 
wtsh layout notes to be given 
to you or dlrectly to the 
contractor. All contractors 

affect wildlJJe. As the new 
program Is flnalJzed. 
evaluate how 1t Will a.!Tect 
wildlife as well as your 
own personal situation. 

Look at the life 
requirements for those 
wildlife species you enjoy 
and would Uke to have on 
your farm. There should be 
ways at no cost or low cost 
to maintain critical 
habitat and/ or food for 
those species. Some 
financial assistance for 
habitat development or 
improvements may be 
available to you. 

For Information. 
contact your local Wlldlife 
Biologist or District 
Conservationist. 

Citizens State Bank 
Establlshed in 1881 

301 ()akland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checldng - Savings - Certificates - All types of 

f.!t (712) t82-s431 FDi~ 
~Etj0£R 

must have cutsheets or tlle 
design sheet wtth attached 
map before work starts. 

What if additional footage 
ls needed,? 

if more footage Is 
required. you will need to 
come to the office and stgn 
an amendment (IP2). 
Commissioners may 
approve the amendment u 
funds are avaJlable. at the 
ne.'Ct board meeting. 
Commissioners meet the 
third Tuesday of each 
month. 

After my terraces are 
complete. what do I need to 
do? 

Step 3 - Contractors must 
do their own checkout, sign 
cutsheets and bring to the 
office to be verified. Please 
check bllls and tile maps for 
accuracy. When you have 
received the bill from the 
contractor. ll is necessary 
that you bring the bill to the 
office and sign a claim form 
IFAS #A-1. If you have 
constructed the terraces 
yourself, you will also need 
to sign Form lP-5. We are not 
responsible for hiring or 
paying your contractor. this 
Is your responslbi!Jty. 

A - Once the technician 
has approved the JOb and all 
forms are completed and 
signed. the voucher will be 
presented at the ne.-ct 
commissioner's meeting for 
approval. 

B - Upon Board approval. 
the voucher Will be 
forwarded to Des Moines for 
payment. 

How long does It take for 
me to res;dv~: oavment? 

The terrace cost-share 
check w1l1 be made out to ilie 
applicant (not to the 
contractor). It w1l1 take the 
Des Moines office 
approximately 4-6 weeks to 
Issue a check and return It to 
the East Pottawattamie 
SWCD offJce. The office w1l1 
notify you by postcard as 
soon as the check Is received. 

Step 4 - Yes! One more 
trip! Upon receipt of the 
postcard, It Is necessary that 
you (landowner) stop In the 
office and sign a 20-year 
Maintenance Agreement. 
Once this Is signed. you will 
Sign for receipt of your cost­
share check. Seeding sheets 
will be sent at a later date. In 
January. Des Moines will 
Issue you a 1099 for the state 
cost-share funds you 
received. This completes the 
terrace cost-share process. 

If you live out of state. 
paperwork can be done 
ahead of Ume through the 
mall. Should you have 
questions. please call the 
office at 712-482-6408. 

Don't cover your residue·­
leave it out in the cold to 
catch a rain! 
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East Pottawattamie 
cost-share policies 

1997 state 
announced 

The F.ast Pottawattamie Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners bave finalized 
the policies for Smte cost­
share funds. The 
Commissionert customized 
the Iowa Financial Incentive 
Program rules to best suit our 
district's needs. The following 
cost-share policies were 
drafted by the Board for 1997. 

TERRACES/WATERWAYS 
I) One "first prionty" 

applicaoon per owner/operator 
will be allowed per calendar year 
(Ownership documented ill our 
office as of January I. 1997) 
Applicauons for 1997 w1ll be 
accepted beginning 8:00 a.m., 
January 6, 1997. at the Oakland 
NRCS office. 

2) Maxunum terrace footage 
allowed will be 7.500 feet cost­
shared@ 50%, not to exceed 55 
centS per foot. The max unum 
amount of cost-share avrulable per 
terrace JOb IS S4 .125, regardless of 
terrace type. Topsoiling will be 
reqwred 

3) Tiling will be cost-shared 
300' per 1ntake. plus components. 
@ 50%, not to exceed a total cost· 
share JOb (terrace & tile) of 
S7 ,000. Tilmg will only be cost­
shared m conjunction wuh the 
construction of new terraces 

4) Sign-up will be d.IVIded mto 
three listS: Spring. Summer and 
Fall. You may choose one season. 
Applications will be 
chronologically p1cked up as that 
season's funds become available. 
No assurances of any fall 
allocation. If applicant is not ready 
when his tum comes around, that 
applicant's name will be dropped 
from the list. 

5) Those persons receivmg 
cost-share the prier year (96) will 
be a second priority. These 
applications will be pi:Jced 
chronologically by date of s1gn-up 
after those not receiving cost-share 
the prwr yC<Ir (96.) 

6) If the Dis!rict sull has funds 
after the list of first and second 
pnority IS allocated. approvals 
w1ll then be granted 
chronolog~caiJy to third pnonty 
ThiS pnority could include 
applicauons from persons 
receiving cost-share earlier m 
1997. These applications will be 
approved only after fu-st and 
second priority jobs are covered. 
You can have one application for 
terraces and one application for a 
structure, both "flfSt priority". 

7) For those landowners 
building thclf own terraces th1s 
year, the NRCS strongly 
recommends they have access to a 
hand level or trnnsll and tnpod for 
checkout. 

Applications mken out of 
the office to be s igned cannot 
be accepted prior to January 
6, 1997, or show a 1996 date. If 
the application is returned by 
mail, it should not reach us 
before January 6 

WATERWAYS. 
Waterways staked and 

constru ed · 'IR ·s ·l w11l 

be cost-shared@ 50 percent not to 
exceed 40 cents pe foot of length. 
No cost share on tile. 

SUMMER INCENTIVE 
I) Maxunum terrace footage 

allowed will be 7,500 feet cost­
shared @ 60 percent. not to exceed 
66 centS per foot. For terraces (not 
needmg tiling) a maximum 
amount of cost-share available per 
terrace JOb IS 54,950 and will be 
aV:Jilable for all types of terraces. 
Topsoiling will be required. 

2) Tiling will be cost-shared 
300' per mtake, plus components, 
@ 50% not to exceed a total cost· 
share job (terrace and tile) of 
57,825. Tiling will only be cost­
shared in conJunction wllh 
COIIStrucllon of ne~< terraces 

3) Funds for summer 
construcuon can only be obltgated 
after June 1 and the terraces must 
be completed by August 15. NO 
EXTENSIONS. People rcce1vmg 
summer cost-shan: funds .,.,;u need 
to build the terraces dunng the 
summer. Extensions will not be 
granted due to the operator havmg 
com or beans to harvest. We will 
help you stake out areas for small 
gram where the terraces are to be 
constructed to the best of our 
ab1hty. 

STRUCTURES 
One "first prionty' 

applicaoon per owner/operator 
will be allowed per calendar year. 
StructureS will be cost-shared at a 
rate of 50 percent not to exceed 
57,000 per structure. Intake and 
tile rates will be the same as with 
terraces. StructureS include ponds. 
grade stabilizatiOn (638), earthen 
and non-earthen structures. cattle 
panels. rock chute. sheet piling, 
sediment basins. wetlands, etc. 

State cost-share funds will be 
used on all eligible pracuces flfSt. 
When state funds are depleted or a 
pracuce is not eli&Jble for state 
cost-share. the funds raised by the 
Loc:JJ Opuon Sales Tax will be 
used. 

WINDBREAKS 

Windbreaks are cost-shared at 
the rate of 75 percent up to S700 
per windbreak through REAP 
(Resource Enhancement and 
Protection Program). In<liVJduaJ 
limns of S 12 per tree and 52.25 
per shrub. 

WELLS 
The Pouawattamie County 

Board of SupeiVJSOrs offers a 
program whereby state funding can 

be utilized lor the purpose ot 
proper!) plugging abandoned 
wells. Cost-share on wells 1s 
availat le at 50 percent of the cost 
of closure up to a 5200 maxtmum 
on fiTS ·corr first-serv; bas1s. 
ApplicatiOns are available at the 
O:Jkland NRCS oftice 

REOJ IRED IMORI\JA.I ION 

When you are in to apply f0r 
any cost ~h;ue. please bring all 
necess:u-y uofomution with you 

I) W c nc,·, I to know 
"owncr~hot u d tr;ICl number'· 
where construcuon IS plarmed. Do 
not s1gn up m the "operator's 
name". 

2) Your social secunty number 
(if m<liv1dual) or federal ID number 
(if partnersh1p, corpora non. etc.) 
will be reqwred the day you s1gn 
up. A separate form for this will 
need to be filled out at the ume of 
the sign-up. 

3) The landowner signature IS 

reqwred on the cost-share 
applicauon. lf there is more than 
one owner that will result 10 two 
(or more) checks charged to 
separate soc1al secunty numbers. 
both SignatureS are reqwred A 
s1gnature may have to be obtamed 
ahead of nme or a Power of 
Anomey w1ll need to be m our 
file. A Farm Serv1ce Agency 
Power of Anomey cannot be 
accepted. 

4) All applications must have 
landowner s1gnature. Any person 
may dehver the applical:!on for the 
landowner, 1f the landowner has 
Signed an application with a 1997 
date. 

5) All cost-share projects must 
be located on land WlthJO the East 
Pottawattamie District boundaries. 
If the land is located 10 West 
Pottawattamie, Mills, 
Montgomery, etc .. you must 
apply for cost-share w1th those 
district offices. Th1s IS a state 
policy. and we cannot make 
e)(ceptions. 

To receive cost-share, the 
"landowner" must sign a 20-year 
mamtenance agreement. 

Know your approximate 
foomge, espec1aJly 1f ll will 
amount to less than our maximum 
amount. (Changes m apphcaoon 
footage will result in more 
paperwork for you and the office). 
If you have an idea of a contractor 
you may use, let us know. This 
helps the technician schedule the 
stakmg. 

Again, know your wcial 
security number or federal 
indentification number. 

Boeck Construction 
Frank Boeck 

012) 654·5682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing- Tiling- Excavating 

Box 74 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 

Left to right, Darrell Stamp, Russ Brandes, Terry 
Gleaves, Bernie Bolton and Marlyn Von Weihe. 

District receives state honors 

The East Pottawattamle 
SWCD took home many 
honors at the 50th annual 
conference of the Iowa 
Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners (IASWCDC). 
The event was held In Des 
Moines September 4 and 5. 
1996 

Recognized were persons 
who give of their Ume and 
talents to promote the state 
organiZation's programs In 
rural Iowa. 

Local district 
commissioners Darrell 
Stamp. Terry Gleaves. 

Marlyn Von Weihe. Russ 
Brandes and Bernie Bolton 
received the Iowa 
Conservation District 
Education of the Year 
Award 

The dJst.rtct also was 
given the 1995 Goodyear 
NACO Conservation Honor 
Award for the southern 
district. 

In addltion.Terry Gleaves 
was one of the eight regional 
flnallsts for the 1996 
Outstanding Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
CommJssloner award. 

~ 
Conservation 
PROlE OUR 

GOOD EARTH 

T he Missouri Valley Times-News is pleased to 
support the efforts of our area's Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. 

Conservation not only protects "Our Good Earth," 
but it protects the future of man and his works upon 1t. 

W e urge everyone to use good soli and water 
conservation practices--every day! 

Missouri 

Missouri Valley, Iowa • (712) 642-2791 
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Heynes' conservation conscious for four generations 

by Michelle Zimmerman 
&Lou Waite 

Bruce Heyne's great­
grandfather migrated from 
Germany and in 1874 
settled on the farm 6 mJJes 
south ofWalnut, where 
Bruce lives today. The 640-
acre homestead IS included 
in the 1.000 acres thiS 
fourth-generauon farmer 
operates. and he Is proud of 
Its Century Farm 
distinction. 

Heyne has served as 
East PottawattamJe SoU 
and Water Conservation 
District commissioner 
and associate 
commJssloner. He Is active 
in carrying out a famlly 
tradition of participation 
in and elTorts to preserve 
this country's natural 
resources. 

Most of the terracing 
required on his farm Is 
completed, with the help of 
cost-share from the 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS.) Waterways Ciild 
Oeld borders are also 
installed. Most of his 
cropland Is no-Ulled. a 
residue management 
system he began using 
early-on. and which he 
feels Is "highly effective" In 
control!Jng erosion. 

In 1986. Bruce began the 
growing of native grasses 
and Wildflowers. and sale 
of the seed. ThJs business 
became so successful that 
in 1994. he rented hiS 
farmland to someone else 
and concentrated on the 
Heyne Custom Seed 
business "It's been growing 
each year." he saJd. "and 
1996 has been the best 
ever !" 

Much of Bruce's focus 
the past 13 years has been 
his participation In the 
Degrading Streams 
project. now affiliated 
with Hungry Canyons 
Alliance 

At the onset, he was 
among a group of 
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Stan Bmnan aud Bruce Heyne stand on a bridge over 
Walnut Creek. This bridge was one of many severely 
damaged by high water ln 1993 and 1996. 

taxpayers concerned about 
the danger of damage to 
and costs of repairing 
roads. bridges. urban and 
agricultural property. etc .. 
caused by "uncontrolled 
rampages" of Walnut Creek 
and other tributaries in 
the area 

Servtng as an SWCD 
commJssloner at the Ume 
and living closest to 
Walnut Creek. Bruce spent 
many hours talk.lng to 
other landowners and 
persuadtng them to join In 
the effort. 

'We contacted every 
agency we lmew or heard 
about, trying to get some 
funding for the project. 
"Bruce recalled. 'We 
checked out posslbllJUes of 
getting special watershed 
funds and cost-share. We 
talked With the 

Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
lobbied the legislature 
through our local 
representatives -- got in 
touch With anyone we felt 
could be made aware of 
what was needed out here. 
A lot of credJt goes to Russ 
Brandes. Bernie Bolton. 
Marty Adkins and Mike 
Kucera. who were 
invaluable in helping with 
the enUre process." 

Nine years ago. a 
Resource Enhancement 
and Protection (REAP) 
grant was received. ThJs 
provided funding to build 
terraces on the uplands. 
and Install three 
structures in the 
watershed. 

In 1992, the Hungry 
Canyons Alliance was 

Agri-Land Insurance Agency 

John Dalton 
Mick Ryan 

Ken Taylor 
Willard Fritz 

Automobile - Farmowners -
Packaged Plans Help You Save 
Farm - Hail - Crop - Life - Health 

"Old Fashioned Prices; Old Fashioned Service" 
Front Door Parking. 

2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646 

formed to provide 
leadershJp for a regional 
stream channel 
stabllbmUon effort. 
Coordinated by Golden 
Hills Resource 
Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) the 
project area Includes 22 
counties of the deep Loess 
soils region of Western 
Iowa. 

During the past years. 
funding through USDA 
NRCS has made possible 
the construcUon of stream 
channel control structures 
In Walnut Creek in 
PotlawattamJe County. 
Moser Creek In Shelby 
County and the Middle 
Soldier River In Crawford 
County. 

"I have been really 
pleased With the Hungry 
Canyons program," Bruce 
affirmed, "and 
neighboring countJes have 
benefited as well." 

These structures have 
helped prevent loss of 
farmland and riparian 
habitat. as well as damage 
to bridges and other works 
of Improvement. 

"Actually," Heyne saJd. 
"the results were not really 
analyzed unUl the rains of 
1993. when the largest 
volume of water I had ever 
seen came down Walnut 
Creek. While the damage 
was great all around the 
area. It could have been 
much worse UnW that 
time. not enough had been 
done to prevent or 
alleviate flooding, and the 
damage from the heavy 
rains of 1996 show us there 
Is much more to do." 

Heyne said he felt one of 
the most etrecUve means of 
prevenung such problems 
Is to maintain and update 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sates: Rick Tasto, 
Duane Mcfadden 

and lonn Schlueter 

Ford * NewHolland 
Great Plains * Hinlker, 

Klnze * Krause 

watershed infrastructure 
and contJnue With new 
erosion control measures 
in the watersheds. 
'Watershed planning Is a 
great Idea." he saJd. "and 
one which needs to receive 
more attenUon and 
fundJng ." 

Heyne said tha{ past 
years have taught hJm the 
cost etrecuveness of 
conservation. "It benefits 
the community as a 
whole." he stressed. "not 
just us farmers. Anyone 
compartng farmland 
where proper conservation 
measures have not been 
Installed With land 
protected. by watersheds 
can see for themselves The 
comparison Is very 
convinCing. even to the 
layman. 

'1t seems selfish and 
unfair, when you think 
about It," Bruce theorized . 
"Damage from untreated 
acres does damage to 
others who are trytng hard 
to control erosion on their 
own land . We need to be in 
this together to make It 
work!" 

The Immediate Heyne 
family involved In making 
lt work includes wife Sue. 
who Is employed With a 
pub!Jshlng company In 
Al!anUc. and daughter 
Cassandra, 15. 

According to Stan 
Suman. District 
ConservatlonJst. the 
cooperation of landowners 
such as Heyne has made 
hls job easier 

'The benefits of 
conservaUon compliance 
have been felt In many 
areas. and the results will 
be more evident as time 
goes on. By keeping It 'on 
the h ill With no-till', you 
see less water runoff. 
therefore less flooding 
These benefits to everyone 
Will Increase as 
conservation measures are 
completed on all the 
farmland, and awareness 
of the need for water 
quality protection rises." 
Suman stated. 

Both Heyne and Suman 
agreed that to be 
successful, It must be a 
total etrort. They are 
commJtted to reaching 
that goal. 

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

11 09 Montague * Dunlap, Iowa 51529 
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Research Station focus changed during 30-year study 

Research station supervisor Lany A. Kramer 
Note • This is the first in a 
series or articles concerning the 
Deep Loess Research Station 
near Treynor and the 
individuals concerned with the 
activities there. 

Research watersheds to 
investigate factors related to gully 
growth in the Missouri Valley I Deep Loess were imuated when a 
field office was established m 
Counc1l Bluffs m 1962. This was 
through the auspices of the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) Nonh Central Hydrology 
Research Watershed office m 
Columbia. Mlssoun. 

The study fields are located m 

I Secuons 14 and 35. Keg Creek 
Townsh1p, Pot1awattam1e County, 
on land purchased and leased by the 
Committee for Agricultural 
Development (CAD) a corporauon 

assoctatcd with Iowa State 
Umversity. There are two tracts of 
land compnsmg the research 
station. cont:uning some C. D. and 
E slopes. Each has two study field 
watersheds. 

To invesugate the ongoing 
h1gh-priority gully problem of the 
tune. ARS was invited to cooperate 
with the Iowa State Experiment 
Station and what was then the Soil 
Conservation Service. The study 
began on four field-sized study 
watersheds in 1964. CAD leased the 
watershed areas to ARS for research 
actlVlties and the watershed ftelds to 
local fanners for crop production 
under a management plan to meet 
research objectives 

Larry A. Kramer. Agricultural 
Engmeer is, the current supcrv1sor 
of the research station 

"Smce that time, there has been 
an overall sh1ft from conservation 

research to environmental quail() 
research." Kramer SaJd. "We are 
usmg the same fields a' m the 
original study, but dtrCCung the 
research toward the latter. mstead of 
the former. And the scope of our 
research has ellpanded greatly from 
the original purpose." 

While the current studies overlap 
m some areas. they relate to the 
issues of sot! quallty, water quahty 
and, to a degree, air qual1ty. Kramer 
related that au- qualuy ts not a 
specific research area at the station. 
but a related factor. 

"Our focus IS on soil and water 
as they relate to agncultural 
management," Kramer s:ud. "and we 
are implementing some land 
management changes 10 relation to 
that. In the past 30 years. we had 
only contmuous corn 1n the fields. 
but various conservation practices 
were used. This year. we began the 
study of a strip cropping system on 
one watershed. The system 1s a SIX· 

year rotation of corn, soybeans, 
corn, alfalfa, alfalfa. alfalfa with no­
till planted corn and drilled 
soybeans. On an adjacent watershed. 
we have the prevaihng practice of a 
com-soybean rotation. 

"We are soli trymg to 
determme the state of the so1l 
quality after havmg continuous corn 
for 30 years. What ts the best 
managment practice for susta.tning 
sotl quality? We know that variable 
croppmg 1mpacts not only the 
nutrient m1x, but also the insect 
populallons and other dJSCases 
which build up from monocultures. 
Rotations can get away from that 
But how does it compare to 
prevrulmg practices? We will study 
a croppmg sy~tem wh1ch will 
hopefully improve the soil quality, 
then compare 11 to what ts bemg 
used m netghboring fields." 

For the rotatiOnal system. strips 

Hancock Elevator, Inc. 
Purina Avoca 343-2339, Shelby 544·2638, Oakland 482·3588 

Neola 485-2230, Walnut 784-3399, Griswold 778-27oi, 
Elk Horn 784-4116 

Why should we be your Grain Merchandiser? 

*Compeddve, on-the-farm bids. We run our own Deet of 
trucks to give you fast, reUable service. 

*Fast, convenJent payment. We can handle uneven spOts and 
CCC payments. We'll pay you In 24 hours or less on 

any shipments deUvered to our elevators 
*Averaging the entire lot of grain for moisture, d.;..age and 

test weight can make the difference In your pocketbook. 
*No fees for weighing or Inspection. If you are tired of paying 

the terminals to look for a reason to dock you, 
bring your grain to us. 

*Complete, grain merchandising service. We offer cash sale, 
forward sale, basts, price later, minimum price 

• and deferred payment contracts. 
And finaUy, "The Moneys Good"! Those three words describe 

the way we run our business. We are a fully lnsued, state 
Ucensed grain Indemnity fund participant. 

We Request tbe Honor of Your Grain Business! 
cau us today, toll-free: 

• 1-800-769-9966 Elk Hom 
1-800-451-0919 Hancock. 

I 05 feet wide arc being dcstgned. 
with some stnp alignment 
cOITCCtiOns necessary to keep on the 
contour There w•ll be permanent 
stnps, planted With warm season 
grasses. concentrated an the flow 
areas of the waterways. Strips of 
com and soybeans will alternate 
with alfalfa. but Kramer srud ll wtll 
be three years before the 
rotation/alternation is established as 
designed. 

In the beginnmg. primary 
research objective.~ dealt w1th 
factors causmg gully and channel 
eros1on. methods to prevent gully 
advance and effects of level terraces 
on gully eros1on But to achieve 
these objectives. several secondary 
Objecuves had to be considered 
These were determining the rainfall 
charactensucs, the scd1mentloss 
from the watershed fields, the water 
yield from tl1e same. and peak 
storm runoff rates. 

But in the late 1980's. additional 
effort was begun to study 
distnbution of ag chemicals in the 
soil and ground water as well. 
Admmtstrauon of the stauon was 
therefore transferred to the new 
ARS National Sot! Tilth 
Laboratory at Ames. It was then the 
site began to be used to determme 
the best ag management system for 
water quality in the mtdwesL A 
un1que charactenstic of the studles 
over the past thiny years has been 
the consistent land managmen1 and 
the response of the study watersheds 
over a long term under the 
mfluences of natural cltmate 
variability and realistic fanning 

pracuces. 
Kramer pomted out that besides 

the chem1cal and phys1cal features 
of the so• I. there 1s sttllthe 
economic side to cons1der. They 
therefore are trymg to record mput 
so as 10 make economiC 
comparisons as well. 

The results w1ll be outlined 10 

technical reports. presented at 
sc1ence meeungs. printed 10 

techmcal jOurnals and vanous other 
diSCiplines. "We are making a 
concerted effort to package the 
results into more 'practical' 
reports," Kramer informed. "and 11 
will eventually filler down from the 
top techmcal areas to those where 
the mformation will be unhzed for 
practtcal purposes " He also noted 
that cffons arc bemg made to 
prov1de more informauon through 
the Internet. 

Born m southern lndmna. 
Kramer rccetved h1s BS and MS 
degrees in agricultural cnginecnng 
from Purdue Uruversuy, wuh 
emphasis on soil and water 
engineering. He was employed 
with ARS in the Nonh Central 
Watershed Research Urut, 
Columbta Missouri , 10 the 
hydrology and erosion section. He 
came to his present position m 
1988. so tS very familiar wtth the 
Iowa project. He and his wtfe. 
Sharon. live two miles south of 
Treynor. She is a substance abuse 
and family counselor m Omaha. 
They have two children. Brian of 
Minnesota. and Anne of Des 

Continued on page 19 
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Iowa Envirothon 
by Julia Gubbels 

This year beginS the 
second season for the Iowa 
Envtrothon! What Is the 
Envtrothon? It Is the 
problem-solving. natural 
resource education program 
for high school students. 

The Iowa Envtrothon Is 
sponsored by the Iowa 
Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District Commissioners 

· and their partners. 
In the field. teams of five 

students are challenged to 
sharpen their critical 
thlnkJ.ng skills, and work 
as a team to answer written 
questions and conduct 
hands-on investigations of 
environmental Issues in 
five categories. They 
include: aquatics. forestry. 
wtldllfe. soils and current 
environmental Issues. 

Regional competitions are 
being held throughout the 

state In February. The 
regional competition for 
our counties IS at the 
National Guard Armory in 
Coming. on Thursday. 
February 6. 

The competition will be 
held Indoors and the 
questions will be a mix of 
basic knowledge. 
Identification. and use of 
simple equipment and 
procedures. There Is no 
current event oral 
presentation. The top teams 
from each of the regional 
competitions will advance 
on to the state competition. 

State competition wtll be 
AprtJ 28 at Springbrook 
State Park. located near 
Guthrie Center. It will take 
place outdoors. rain or 
shine! Questions wt11 be 
asked. allowing students to 
demonstrate their skill in 
such areas as soU judging. 
knowledge of wtldllfe 
species. detenn1nlng 

- .. . -

Beau t y is created by God ... 
but its stew ardship 
is uested in mon 

BUNGE 
CORP ORRTI ON 

3218 Seco nd n uenue 
Council Bluffs, IH 51502 

712-328-2389 
800-373-0036 

Quality of soil one reason for strong 
agricultural economy in Iowa 

by Henry Tordoff, Area SoU Conservationist 

According to Charles 
Branham. soU scientist 
wtth the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service In 
Council Bluffs. the quality 
of the soils IS one of the 
reasons for Iowa's strong 
agricultural economy 

Many of the soils are very 
productive and suitable for 
raiSing row crops. such as 
corn and soybeans. But 
other soils are not. Other 
soils can be used for raising 
grass or trees These sotls 
are too erosive. lack depth . 
have poor soU structure or 
texture and are not good for 
row crop production. Soil 
management, including 
what IS the best use of each 
soil Is. therefore very 
Important. 

requirement of the crop. 
Adding Ume to a soU will 

raiSe the pH. and adding 
nitrogen normally lowers 
the soU pH. The decision a 
soU manager makes Is 
usually determined by 
many factors. lncludJng 
economics. 

A good soli manager 
normally will take a 
sample of each soU he or 
she IS dealing with. and 
have It tested to determine 
fertility needs. When the 
avaUabllJty of nutrients. 
c:;uch as nitrogen, 
phosphorous and potash 
are measured. a deciSion is 
made as to how to correct 
any deficiencies. 

Each crop has dl.fferent 

nutrient requirements. and 
avallab1lity of these 
elements In the soU must 
match the crops demand. if 
highly profitable ytelds are 
to be obtained. 

The NRCS has made soils 
maps of the land In Iowa, 
and farmers are given a 
map of their land as part of 
the conservation plan. The 
plan Includes the 
conservation practices 
most feasible for them to 
use on their farm. Soils 
maps are also used by land 
developers and engineers as 
a tool for deterrnlnlng the 
s u itability of specific soils 
for various uses. 

County Assessors also use 
soils maps In determining 
land values 1n Iowa. 

Soil management 
includes detenn1nlng, and 
tf necessary. correcting the 
acldJty of alkalinJty of the 
soU. This is called the soU 
pH, which measu res the 
concentration of hydrogen 

It's in your hands 

Ions in the soU. Each crop 
requires a different pH and 
therefore the soU manager 
must select the most 
suJtable crop for a soU area 
or field. Otherwise. he must 
correct the pH to fit the 

parameters of water quality 
and forest species 
ldentlflcatlon. The students 
wt11 also be requJred to give 
an oral presentation. 

The top team from the 
Envtrothon will represent 
Iowa at the National event. 
This will be held August 5-

10. 1997. at the University 
of Pittsburg at Johnstown. 
Penn 

Thanks to a Resource 
Enhancement and 
Protection (REAP) grant. 
this program was organJzed 
and Implemented in 1996. 

We hope to continue to 
expand the program in 
upcoming years. 

Mombor 

FDIC 

Since the Dust Bowl days, 
America's agricultural 
producers have met our 
nations' natural resource 
challenges -- convtnclnglyl 
They have enhanced their 
cropland for wtldllfe 
habitat and began using a 
number of practices to 
Improve water quality. 
They have adopted Ullage 
methods on millions of 
acres of cropland which left 
residues from the previous 
year's crop on the soU 
surface to protect the land 
from soU erosion. In the 
last ten years alone, they 
have built the most 
Impressive record for 
natural resource care on 
agrtculaturalland of any 
period 1n history. 

The 1996 Farm Bill puts 
natural resource care most 
squarely on the shoulders 
of agricultural producers 
than previous farm bills. 
Your local USDA s erv:lce 
center. conservation 
dJstrlct and Extension 
Serv:lce wtll be there to help. 

FARMER'S & MERCHANTS 
STATE BANK 

ESTABLISHED 188 6 

300 FRONT STREET • NEOLA. lA !S1M9 " 712-tM-2:245 
OFFICE IN MINDEN, lA 511553 • 712-483-2611 

(OVAl. ttOUS!t<IC 
UHOtA 

''Big enough to Serve You" 
''Small Enough to Know You" 

as In the past But the 
primary responsibility to 
make and carry out 
deciSions to care for the 
land and water rests with 
farmers and ranchers. 

We belJeve that voluntary 
conservation. with 
Incen tives. Is the best 
approach to widespread use 
of conservation measures 
by farmers In this country. 
The 1996 Farm Bill offers 
the opportunity to prove 
that We have shown over 
the years that we are 
responsible stewards of the 
land and water. We need to 
keep demonstrating that 
those of us closest to the 
land. those of us who farm 
It, have the greatest stake 1n 
ca.rtng for ft. 

When the Farm Bill 
expires. we would Uke to 
look back wttb satisfaction 
that we sustained the gains 
made in natural resource 
care over the years. and. 
better yet. Improved upon 
that record. 

It's 1n our hands. 
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Watersheds benefit everyone, 
whether directly or indirectly 

by Tom Bottoms 
SoU Cons. Tech. 
West Pott. NRCS 

We. the people, need to 
protect our natural resources 
through the promotion of 
PL566. the Watershed 
Protection and Flood 
Prevention Acl. 

L'arge amounts of 
taxpayer funds are being 
spent to clean up damages 
caused by heavy rainfall 
and/or the resultant 
flooding . 

Some of the damaged 
areas are being repaired. 
while others have to be 
totally replaced 

My question for you to 
ask your legislators might 
be this 

"Rather than spend huge 
amounts of money repairing 
or replacing what has been 
damaged. why not Increase 
the funding for PL566 so that 
means can be taken to 
protect property and prevent 
the damages from laking 
place?' 

Reports of the flooding In 
the midwest In 1993 have 
shown that PL566 structures 
were proven to be very 
beneficial to everyone 
Without them, the damage 
would have been much more 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Delta Ave. 

McClelland, lA 51548-6110 
712-487-3167 

Your past and future 
business 

is appreciated 

serious. causing more 
federal relief funds be used 
for repair. 

Even though some of the 
structures are Initially 
expensive to buUd, once they 
are In place a big savings 
will be realized, over a 
period of time This should 
be pointed out to those In 
control of the funding for 
these programs 

Installing a PL566 
structure would result In 
stablli21ng existing gullies 
saving the public urban and 

rural expenses for repairs 
and replacement of roads, 
bridges. culverts. dikes, 
drainage ditches and damage 
to the land 

At the present time. 
gullies are affecting 
everyone to some degree, 
whether directly or 

Indirectly. The structures 
which have been Installed 
Improve water quality; 
flood. sediment and erosion 
control; wildlife habitat; 
wetlands, recreation; fishing 
and rural water supplies. 

PL566 structures help 
control the very deep gullies. 
which range from 3 feet to 
over 100 feet In depth In the 
loess hills. Technical and 
financial assistance Is 
provided on watershed 
structures. Projects are 
limited In size and the 
upland treatment needs to be 
75% In place before 
structures can be Installed. 

The erosion rate Is very 
high In some areas. which 
causes a decline In Income, 
crop yields. productivity. 
soli fertility and lower 
urban and rural land values. 
This In turn results In 

KOCH 
AGRI SERVICES 

FERTILIZERS, CHEMICALS 
SCOUTING • CUSTOM APPLICATION 
GPS & OTHER AGRONOMIC SERVICES 

712·741·5473 OR 1·800·578·2902 

HANCOCK, IOWA 

Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987 

Attention, CRP landow11ers 
Many CRP contracts will 

be expiring ln the upcoming 
years. Now 1s the time to 
carefully consider the 
options available lor this 
ground. 

Ten years of gained soU 
and environmental benefits 
can be undone lnjust a year 

raising Input costs of 
fertilizers. chemicals and 
machinery, which are 
passed on to the consumer. 

Everyone has benefited 
greatly over the past 20 to 30 
years from the Watershed 
Protection and Flood 
Prevention Act, whether or 
not they reaJIZe it 

Many do. and have spent 
time, effort and money 
supporting this Important 
program. Each watershed 
has at one time or another 
had a comm1ttee of dedicated 
farmers and landowners 
who worked hard 
influ encing others. 
Including the legislators ln 
Washington D C. Without 
those early watershed groups 
supporting and promoting 

or two of poor management. 
lf you are a landowner 

with CRP contracts which 
will be expiring ln the next 
two or so years. contact 
your local FSA and/ or 
NRCS offices for more 
Information. 

the cause. the establishment 
of the PL566 program might 
not have become a reality. 

In West Pottawattamle 
County, PL566 watershed 
structures are protectlng 20 
to 30 percent of the land. 

We need to start 
controlling the other 70 to 
80 percent which is not 
protected' 

As you can see, tnts 
program needs everyone's 
support so that In the future 
funds wlll be Increased and 
natural resources protected 
and not destroyed 

We the people, people like 
you and me. need to act now 
and work together to 
complete this task 

Won't you join the team? 

ENVIRON MENTA LLY DRIVEN 

TECHNOLOGY 

A new environmentally driven technology is 

JVolving. It involves a new way of thinking about and 
managtng your crops It provtdes you 

the opportunity for long term profitability @§ 
and environmental s1ewardship for the 
land. It IS AG•21 

Farm Service Company 
1020 South Eighth Street 
Council Bluffs, lA 51501 

Council Bluff• .............. ............ 323-7167 
Henderson .... ... ............................ .................. ......... 825·3561 
Grain Offoee .... ._ ..... - .................................. -.... ... 825-3711 
logan .... .. ........................................................ -. 64-4·3038 
loveland .................... .... ......... ... ......... .. 642·3939 
Neola .. ..................................................... 485·2449 
Pacific Junction ...................................................... 622·8161 
Silver City ... ....................... ........................... 525-1155 
StaiJon • .. .... ... ... ... ... ... ... .................. 525-1122 
Treynor -- .. • . .. _, . .. 487 ·3223 
Underwood .. .......................... . .. .. ........................ 566-2388 
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Demonstration of well closure held 

Abandoned wells can lead to 
personal inJury or equipment 
damage. Also, these wells can 
threaten the quality of our dnnlang 
water. 

For decades, farms. towns and 
busmesses m Iowa have relied 
heavily on wells to supply their 
water. Due to larger farms, bigger 
commwtities and businesses 
dependent upon public water, 
thousands of wells have been 
abandoned throughout the state. 

The easiest to nouce are old 
wmdmills or pumphouses. but 
many are hidden beneath grass. 
brush or buildings. These h•dden 
holes can lead to the consequences 
mentioned above. 

There is more to pluggmg a 
well than Simply dumpmg 
something mside the casing. 
Matenals used to plug a well must 
be strong and free from 
conl3Lllinants. Bentonite clay is 
the most commonly used sealing 
material, and may be purchased as 
powder. ch1ps or pellets. The 
Bentonite will swell to ten umes 
its original bulk to form an 
impermeable plug. 

The majority of wells, however, 
are so large and deep that u is very 
expensive to plug them 
completely with Bentonite. 
Cenain portions of a well can be 

plugged with "fill" materials, such 
as sand, gravel or crushed stone. 
The layers of fill and sealing 
material are alternated. 

A field day was held November 
26, 1996. to demonstrate proper 
abandoned well closure. Two wens 
were closed (plugged) in Silver 
Creek 26, at the Harvey Moss 
residence. Two methods were used. 

Wells with a smaU diameter 
can be pluggt:d with all sealing 
material , whereas wells with a 
diameter of more than 18 inches 
need to have alternate layers of fLit 
and sealing material. as described. 

When closing an abandoned 
well. a designated county agent or 
certified well-doser must be on 
the sue. Thts is required to certify 
to DNR that the well was closed 
properly. 

Shawn Shouse. ISU Extens•on 
Agricultural Engineer was present 
at the November 26 well closmg. 
He discussed the different matenals 
used. and the proper procedures to 
becamedout 

Michelle Zimmennan and Julia 
Gubbels. Pottawauamie County 
Resource Planners, spoke abOut 
the county's programs for well 
testing, well closure, and well 
renovaoon. 

Ponawattamie County has cost­
share available to plug abandoned 

We salute the 
conservation efforts 
of area farmers 

Cargill Corn Milling 
Blair, Nebraska 

Pott County 
1996-97 
programs: 
well testing • well closure • 
well renovation 

The Pottawattamie County 
Board of Supervisors is once again 
offering a program where state 
funding can be utilized for the 
purpose of testing water from 
wens, properly plugging wells. 
and renovaung existing wells to 
prevent contammation. Funding 
for these programs is available for 
the period of July I , 1996 to June 
30. 1997. 

The well tesung program checks 
for coliform bacteria and nitrates. 
Any well owner or user with a 
private water well located in Pon 
county. being used for human 
consumption IS eligible.There IS 

no cost to the applicants for this 
program. 

The well closure program is 
available to any well owner with 
an abandoned well m 
Ponawattamie County. The funds 
available are SO percent of the cost 
of the closure, up to a maxtmum 
of $200. The remaining cost w1ll 

wells through DNR. The program 
pays up to S200 of plugging costs 
for elig•ble pamcipants. 

AGRI Grain Marketing 
' Council Bluffs, Iowa 

1-800-228-7038 

Iowa 
Water 
A Decade 
of Progress 

1997 - a wet year·t 
by Julia Gubbels 

Will this year be a wet or dry 
yt:dl! 

Predictions are always made by 

be prud by the property owner. 
These funds are on a first<ome. 
first-serve bas1s unul aU moneys 
are expended. Please note · 
closures are to be done by 
property owners or registered 
well dnllers If a company is 
hired to do a closure and they are 
not a registered well driller, the 
county will not be able to cost 
share on that closure. 

A new program available this 
year IS well renov3Jlon. Any well 
owner who has a well wh1ch 
reqwres sealmg in order to prevent 
contammaoon of an aquifer IS 

eligtble. The funds are avrulable 
for the actual cost up to a 
maJUmum of S600 per well. These 
funds are on a ftrSt-come. ftrSt· 
serve basis until program funds are 
depleted. 

Those having questions about 
these programs may contaCt the 
designated agents for 
Pottawattamie County. They are 
Julia Gubbels at the West Pott 
SWCD. 7 12-328-?A89, and 
Michelle Zimmerman at East 
Pott SWCD, 712-482-6408. 

individuals. I predict 1997 will be 
a wet year! WhaJ is the basis for 
my predicoon? I will tell you. 

Fresh from a year-long 
commemorabon of the state's 
!50th birthday, Iowans can keep 
celebrating through 1997 to 
recogruze the "Year of Water," 
This year marks the 10-year 
anniversary of Iowa's GroundWater 
Protection Act. 

Iowa's Groundwater Protection 
Act establtshcd a framework to 
prevent pollution from a range of 
sources, including agricultural 
aco vnies. solid waste landfills, 
underground Storage tanks and 
commericaJ and household 
baz.atdous waste. 

The impact of lhts law bas been 
multiplied by a host of voluntary 
initiauves throughout the state on 
the part of govenunent and 
oonprofu orgaoizanons, as well as 
individuals. 

The celebraoon is extended from 
groundwater to all water resources 
because ground. surface and 
annospheric water are 
interconnected. Not onJy will the 
Year of Water work to raise 
awareness of the state's uruque 
water resources. it also will help 
indentify future opportunities to 
protect and enhance water quality 

Keuin Ring 
~~~-n Bulldozing~~ 

~~~29- & Haulin 
Bulldo ng • Terracing • Building Site 
Grading • Clearing • All Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Hauling Ro ck, Sand, Dirt & 
Asphalt 

712 - 485 -2431 Neola, I A 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

MIKE WELLMAN 
WALTER WELLMAN 

BOX 39 
NEOLA, lA 51559 

PHONE 
485-2416 

£m&1@1 ~liil®l.?'i 

©®lll&1~rrm®~ft®m 
Conservation work of aD 

kinds! 
Walt&Gary 

712-485-2094 712-488- 3843 

26966 Major Ave., 
Neola, IA 51559-6046 
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Continued from page 15 

Research 
Station 
Moanes. 

Larry IS a member of the 
American Society of Agricultural 
Enganeers, the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society, the 
Imemauonal Erosion Conttol 
Association, and the Treynor 
Optimist Club. He and his w1fe 
aucnd the Zion Congregauonal 
Church in Treynor and he IS a 
former member of the church 
truStees. 

Larry says hiS hobby is 
gardening and yard work. He raises 
a "large vanely" of garden produce, 
and once the famtly freezer and 
storage shelves are ftllcd. he shares 
this with others. 

But h1s mam 'hobby" IS 

obv1ously the research stauon. He 
is assiSted there by Ag Science 
Research Technician Mike Sukup, 
and pan-time summer employees. 

Harvest Day 
for urban 
students 

How many Council Bluffs 
students know how .:om Is 
harvested? 

The seventh grade 
teaching staff at Lewis 
Central Middle School has 
taken the tnJtiative to 
educate a predominantly 
urban group of students 
about the importance of the 
agricultural community to 
their daJly lives. 

Uoyd Munson, mJddJe 
school science teacher. and 
Vern Hundtofte. a retired 
science teacher. created 
Harvest Day three years ago 
for eighth graders 

Some of the maJn goals of 
Harvest Day are to educate 
the students about 
agriculture today and some 
of Its problems. and explaJn 
how It Is one of the maJn 
economJc bases In our 
community. 

'We hope the students 
come away with a greater 
understanding of 
agriculture." saJd Munson. 

Activttles centered on the 
harvest of corn and 
soybeans crops wWch were 
planted by the students In 
the spring of 1996. Included 
were hand-picking and 
shelling the corn, and 
making foods using the 
com products. 

A local Co-op believes 
that these urban youths 
should have a Wgher farm 
knowledge. so they help 
promote Harvest Day. The 
Co-op provides seed as well 
as other assistance for the 
establishment of the crops. 
They also provide sessions 
concerning farm 
management, have a 
dJsplay of farm equipment, 
and gtve a tour of their 
elevator. 

Harvest Day is an annual 
event. and the teachers 
conUnue to improve It by 
Incorporating new sessions 
and enhancing those which 
already exist. 

West Pottawatta mie 
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West Pottawattamie 
SWCDINRCS Cost-share regulations 

Woops! Dale Schroder, 
above, was mlsldentlfted In 
the last newsletter as Vlrg1l 
Sorensen. Our apologies to 
both Editor 

Farm safety 
for kids 

Each year, many adults and 
children are killed on fanns. The 
lann 1s a great place to grow up 
live, and visit, but it can also be a 
very dangerous place. Farm safely 
is encouraged for all! 

Underwood fir!.t and fourth 
graders, and Tri-Center fourth 
graders learned the importance of 
farm safely from Julia Gubbels, 
Counly Resource Planner for West 
Pott. SWCD. 

The students learned about 
danger areas on the farm. how to 
prepare for emergencies, and 
prevennon of accidents. 

Demonstrations were done to 
show the dangers and the short 
ume in which accidents can occur 
when around traCtors, grain 
wagons and bms. 

In addition, the fowth grade 
students watched a VIdeotape 
which included dangers of power 
take-offs (PI'O's) tractors, All 
Terrain Vehicles (A TV's), and a 
teenager's account of his tractor 
accident. 

"Hopefully, kids are more aw~ 
of the possible dangers on their 
farms, and will be more careful," 
S31d Juha. "Teamwork is essenual 
for farm safety! Safe farms! A 
place for future generations to 
live, work and play." 

The West Pottawattam1e 
office wtll be accepting 
applications for spring. 
summer and fall cos t­
share, begtnnfng January 2. 
1997. The sign-up pertod 
extends from January 
through October 31 , 1997 

Applications for spring 
construction will be 
approved In February, 
surnrnercons trucUonln 
July. and fall construction 
1n August. Applications are 
approved on a point system 
When points are equal and 
funds are limited, cost­
share approvals are decided 
by a lottery system. Land 
owners who are approved 
will be notified by letter 

After construction Is 
completed and terraces 
have been certified by the 
technicians, final payment 
Is approved by the 
commissioners. The 
payments are based on 50% 
of the technician's 
estimated cost or 50% of the 
contractor's bill, whichever 
Is less. The total cost-share 
amount cannot exceed 
$2,500. 

County cost-share funds 
are also available for 
terraces and some small 
structures. County funds 
are limited to $2,500 cost­
share. AddJUonal funds 
will be allowed 1f the 
ground Is avaJlable, the 
contractor Is readily 
avaJlable, and there are 
sufficient funds. A map of 
the proposed area must be 
attached to the application. 

The No-Interest loan 
program Is available and is 
admJnJstered like a loan. 
but without Interest. The 
loan Is set up for 10 years. 
The mJntmum amount of 
cost-share Is $2,500 and the 
maximum Is $10,000. 
Payments are made once 
each year for ten years at 
10% of the amount 
borrowed. 

1n addJtion to the terrace 

FIRST 
BRNK 

NATIONAL 
of LOGAN 

Logan, Iowa 

Seruing the areu since 1988 
Capital accounts ouer $3 ,500,000 

Member FDIC (112) 644- 2310 

• 

cos t-share, there are REAP 
funds for windbreaks. This 
program allows up to 75% 
cost-s hare. not to exceed 
$700 per windbreak. 
Landowners may apply for 
this program at any Ume 
throughout the year 
Approvals are based on the 
point system 

For further Information 
regarding any of the 
programs. those Interested 
may call 712-328-2489. 

Flemmer is 
award winner 

The Iowa chapter of Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Society selected Roger 
Flemmer as their 1996 
ConservatiOn Reporting 
Excellence award winner. 
The award Is gtven to those 
who present a series of 
programs or articles on 
resource conservation. 

Flemmer Is the Farm 
Director at KFAB radio In 
Omaha. He has been at tws 
position . for the past 
fifteen years. A major 
component of his job 
Includes writing and 
reporting agricultural 
events. Flemmer and 11 
conservation field ofllces In 
Nebraska and Iowa also 
cooperate In broadcasting a 
taped radJo program. 

Through cooperation of 

Djstrjct Commjssjoners 
John (Mike) Dea 

Chairman 
Dan McGinn 

Vice Chairman 
Clint Goos 
Mark Scbnepel 
Randy Williams 
Assjstant Commjssjoners 
Gary Geise 
Robert M, Jensen 
Office Staff 
Lyle Peterson 

District Conser­
vatjonist 

Lois Crawford, SCT 
Tom Bottoms, SCT 
Dawn Brittain, District 

Secretary 
Julia Gubbels, County 

Resource Planner 
Thelma Turpin, SA 

Flemmer and KFAB radJo. 
numerous people are made 
aware of Issues which 
lovolve their future . The 
atr-tlme KFAB radio has 
gtven, and the hard work by 
Flenuner has allowed 
conservation and 
environmental educational 
topics to be broadcast. The 
messages are then carried to 
others. to help make a 
difTerence ln how these 
topics are viewed by those 
not Involved In agriculture. 

The West PottawattamJe 
field office staff would like 
to say to Roger, 'Thank you 
for your hard work and 
dedication to conservation. 
We appreciate you!" 

750 No-Till Drill 
Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 

• Sl:eds mto vJrtuallv anv 
condliiOI 1\lth mlm­
mal soil d!sturbance 

• ~e11 "hH hydrauhrs 
let I'Ou set opem·r 
do11 n-prl>ssure m 
se<onds. 

• f.."eptional accuracy 
and depth centre!. 

SEE IT 
. TODAY 

• AdJUStable, COrrOSIOn· 
resistant. J-ros1tion 
seed/l~rtthm dll'lder 

• 10·, IS JnJ !lJ.lOOt 
widthl full ~S-111d1 
clrardiKr.lo•dtn or 
gram/tert1hw TIIO· 
umt huch aiJJiable 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712-486-2441 800-373-3185 

GOOD DEALS ••• AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 
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Acorns wiD provide 
bountiful animal 
food supply 

by Chris Williams 
Pottawattamie 
County Naturalist 

TakJng a hike down any 
county park trail. one Is sure 
to notice the abundance of 
acorns onder any oak tree 
The cracking and crunching 
of these acorns makes It 
virtually Impossible to hike 
silently, without being 
noticed by wildltfe. Around 
some oak trees the acorns 
are so thick you have to be 
careful walking and lry not 
to twist your ankle. 

These burros were snapped by the SWCD ''roving " cameraman, as they grazed this fall 
ln the IA>ess HlDs near Pisgah. WhDe they are reported to belong to Lany Pape, he was 
unavallable for comment. The burro was a popular pack anlmalln the early days ln 
Harrison County, but few of them are seen today. 

West Pottawattamie 
SWCD/NRCS 

Environmental Education Council 
While on several fall 

nature hikes with students 
from local schools. we took 
thiS opportunJty to I!.'Cplore 
this bounttful food source by 
jumping enthusiastically up 
and down to smash acorn::; 
on the trail. I asked the 
students to then open the 
cracked acorn and see what 
was Inside. 

Much to their wonder and 
amazement. there were holes 
burrowing through the 
Inside of the acorn. Hints 
were that something had 
been eating Its way through 
the seed Some students were 
lucky to find the maker of 
these burrows sUU Inside 
and alive. In spite of having 
been jumped vigorously 
upon. 

What was viewed Inside 
was a small, white larva or 
grub. Most students 
expressed disgust at the sight 
of such a creature, but I 
emphasized the valuable 
role this small white grub 
would play for all wildlife 
this winter 

Numerous animal species 

The West Pottawattamle 
Soli and Water 
Conservation District takes 
prtde In establishing and 
promoting conse.rvation 
education programs for 
area schools. The district 
established the 
Environmental Education 
Council over ten years ago. 
The purpose of this group Is 

w111 have food this winter. 
due to the plentiful supply of 
acorns. White-tailed deer. 
rabbits. squtrrels. deer mice. 
voles. raccoons. turkey. 
quail would all benefit So 
would many songbird 
species. like BlueJays and 
the Tufted Titmouse. The 
acorn seeds wUl be utlltzed 
during the bitter, cold 
months of winter and early 
spring. Some will use seeds 
broken open by other 
animals eating the acorns, 
such as rabbits and 
songbirds. Others. like the 
turkey. will eat the acorns 
whole. 

When feasting on these 
nutritious seeds. the 

d?o5ur...£. !Bo'llllj 

Jl.J~ !lJarry 7/ccouulinr 

~o 11£W£ you't- tax and accounting nu.J11 

Pf:ont. (712) 64-7-2323 4-18 CWafkt..,. .Etu.d 

:Jd/-9(: (1'2) 64-7-2270 CWooJCint., ffowa 51579 

Bruce and Boni 
Homemade Jerky 

Woodbine, Iowa 
712-647-2586 

to promote environmental 
education and to conduct 
various activities. Meellngs 
are held every month 
durtng the school year. 

The members Include the 
Pottawattamle County 
Naturalist, retired teachers, 
the County Conservation 
Board, teachers from Lewis 

animals and birds will also 
unknowingly eat the small. 
white Insect grub llvtng 
Inside. ThiS may seem 
disgusting to many. but this 
provides vital protein and 
other nutrients which the 
acorn seed otherwise lacks. 

Insects provide a valuable 
source of food for many 
forms of wildlife. even In the 
Winter. Just watch any 
woodpecker busily work the 
bark of a tree In search of 
hibernating Insects. 

This tnsect smorgasbord 
will become frozen this 
winter. just waiting to be 
eaten by wtldltfe lrylng to 
survive the frtgtd cold. It will 
be their "frozen food". 

.. 

Central Middle School. Trt­
Center and Underwood 
elementary schools and a 
staff member of the 
conservation district. 
Facilitator Is the County 
Resource Planner at the 
SWCD 

Many activities are held 
annually. Some of these 
tnclude conservation 
education field days, the 
conservaUon poster contest 
and a banquet for the poster 
contest wtnners. The EEC Is 
an Integral part of 
organtztng and 
participating In these 
activities. In addition to 
these events. the members 
are active In Incorporating 
conservation and 
environmental Issues Into 
their everyday lives. 

'These tndivtduals have a 
s incere interest in 
conservation education for 
young people. as well as In 
Increasing their knowledge 
about s pecllled topics," saJd 
Resource Planner Julia 
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Gubbels. 'The West 
Pottawattamle SWCD 
would like to thank all the 
current members, as well as 
those who have served In 
the past. Their hard work 
and dedication has been 
appreciated." 


