
Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
DURING 1996 

JANUARY 
·Etecnon of Officers for 1996 resl!lted as follows: Cha•rperson· Jeff Bergman; 

VQJ Cha1rperson· Sherman Smllh. 
·Appointments lor 1996 resulted as follows: Treasurer· Jell Bergman; 

~~~::n~~.J~~eo~!~a~~~~~~a~th~~~~;,s~i~~e~~r!s~u~C&~a2~:~~~~!·s~~%~ 
~~::t~r.~~;~~~e~~!~ ~~dW~~n:r:~~~~~~:~; ~~:~~r:.!: 
rr!v~~~~~~~~~e-s~r~~~s~~e~.r~~a~~~:S~~fA~'~~tts~~:,;r . soth 

.CMI AIQhts Memo of Understand•ng was reVIewed 

..Chark!s Nealey was selected to represent the DistriCt as ·cooperator of the 

Ye.t,:~r ~~~:beJ~ :~:~~ed Total Quality Management (TOM) tra1n1ng 1n 

~alff•eld 
FEBRUARY 
·Don Lounsbury was appolflted to the Fhnt Creek AdviSOry Comm1ttee 
-NACO & IASWCDC dues were pa1d. 
-John Horan, SCT, and Jam1e Fair, ss .. anended TOM tra1ning1n Burlington. 
-The D1stnct applied lor grant lundtng for little Flint and Kr1otty Creek 

Watershed. 
MARCH 
·The DistriCt celebrated 1ts 50th Anniversary w1th an Open House on March 1 at 

the Distnctoff1ce 
·Jeff Bergman and M1ke Lew11ke attended the Spr~ng Regional meetmg in Albia 

on March 7 
-Tilfan1e Huson was chosen as the Des Moines County w1nner ol the 

lASWCOC AuKlhary ScholarShip 
·A $500 donahon was g1ven to the Tn·State AgriCultural Educa!Jon FoundatiOn 

lor a scholarsh1p 
APRIL 

~ ·Frank Hedges was elected VICe Chairperson. 
·Soli and Water Stewardsn1p Week was Apnt 28·May 4 
-Wyatt Peterson. a student from W1nf•eld·Mt. Union, JOb shadowed 10 the NAGS 

OffiCe Apnl18 
MAY 
• The long range plan was approved and sent to the Division lor approval. 
·A Memo of UnderstandiilQ between the D1strict and FSA County Comm1nee 

!la~:r~~;~an presented T1ffan•e Huson w11h a $100 scholarship May 6 at BHS 
Awards Assembly 

-Drew Delang, SCA, was transferred to the Jefferson County F1eld OffiCe as a 
Soil Conservaton1st elfect1ve May 28. 

-Jamie Fair attended a state employee meellng May 21·23 in Des Moines 
·Mike lewl!ke and Drew Delang gave presentations lor area school f1eld days. 
JUNE 

'" ~~~~~~e~~~!~ ~:~:%~~~;1 ~o~:~~t~o~t~t1~:~~J~~:~ittee. 
·Lrnle Flint and Knotty Creek were approved for pnonty watersheds 
JULY 
-Brad Weiss resigned as assistant commiSSioner 
AUGUST 
..Justin B1nder's last day was August 17 
-A meeting between FSA County Comm1ttee and the D1str1Ct was held to 

diSCUSS EOIP lntenm fund•ng 
-M1ke Lewrtke, John Horan and Jam•e Fa1r attended TOM tra1mng Ill Fa1rf1eld 
SEPTEMBER 
·MIChelle Maderak started as So•! ConservationiSt September 3 
-Lew1s MaJOr started as So11 Conserva!IOn Aide September 3 
-Jeff Bergman and M•ke Lew1tke attended Annual Conference on September 4· 

5Jn Des Mo10es 
-M1ke Lew1tke v\llunteered at the Des Moines County Hazardous Malena! 

Clean-up Day September 28 

OCTOBER 
-Todd Heckenberg was appo1nted Assistant CommiSSioner 
-Don Lounsbury was appo1nted to the AC&D ExecutiVe Board 
·A Mutual Agreement between USDA-Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, State of Iowa and the D1strict was approved 
-M1ke Lew1tke attended COE wetland tra1n1ng October 7·11. 
NOVEMBER 
·A public mee!lng was held November 14to get 1nput on pnonty areas for 1998 

E~~)r~:~bockendorlf and Laura Wagner·Ertz were elected to the board 
~~fanell Dockendorff began her term and replaced Tom B11'11;enstock on the 

-A Mutual Agreement between USDA·NACS: D:vision of Soil Conservahon. 
State So•l Cc.nservat•on Comm1ttee. and tne D1stnc:t was approved 

·A model npanan butler stnp was constructed on W1tma Groe's EWRP land 
DECEMBER 
-Laura Wagner·Ertz attended the F~ll Aeg•onat meetmg •n Oskaloosa on 

December 5 
• The Long Range Plan was approved from the state 
-LewiS Maror's tast day was December 5 

OFFICE STAFF COMMISSIONERS Annual Report MIChael F Lew1tke. Distnct ConservationiSt 
MIChelle l. Maderak, Soil Conservationist (started Septemben 
John J. Horan. So11 Conservabon Techme~an 

JeH S Bergman· Chairperson, Treasurer 
Frank C. Hedges· VICe·Chalfperson 
W Donald lounsbury 

Tyler W Messer. S01t Conservation Aide Sherman A Sm1th 
Drew F. Delang, So11 ConservatiOn Aide (Jal'llary·May) 
Juslln 8. B1nder. S01t Conservat•on A1de (June-August) 
Lew•s A MaJOr, So11 ConservaiiOn A1de (September·Decemben 
Jam1e L Falf. State & D1stnct Secretary 

Thomas A. 81fkenstock (January-October) 
Myranell Dockendorff {started November) 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 

AREA OFFICE STAFF 
Artyn l. Musselman 
M1chaet W Schwen~e• 

Bruce W Trautman. Area Conservahonist 
Mark A. LaVan. Area Resource Soil Sc1ent1SI 
Douglas D. Morningstar. C1v11 Eng•neer 

R1chard A Ouerna 
Laura S. Wagner·Ertz 

Sue M long. Civil Eng1neer 

~~r~e ~~~.f~~iiA~~:~~~!~r~~=~•an 
~~~'3 ~::~~s~b~r~(~~~~~~ 1lJctober 1 

Kerry K RIChards. Computer speCialist 
Suzet!e D Betts. Area Adm1n•strat1ve Coordlrlator 
Darlene G Lauder, Area Secretary 

Wetlands: Bringing wildlife & improved water quality to the surrounding community 

Riparian Wetland Restored 
Along Flint Creek 

By Mike Lewitke • NRCS 
A good th•ng happened to some land in De~ Moines County last fall because 

Wilma Groe wanted 11. many volunteers d1d tt, Trees Forever supported 11, and 
several different governmental agenc1es cooperated 

It staned back 1n "93 when floodwaters from Fhnt Creek tore thrnuqh a levee on 
W•lma Groe's farm. The current ravaged the cropland. leaving deep ::..;OUI t-Joles, 
sandbars. and trash behind 

cro8Ja'~~ 0~u1t9:~~~~ ~~~e:c;:ss ~~s:~~e~r~0eer~i:to~ ~:i~~~~~.1 ~~~~~~~hty~~~D 
farmable. rema1ned vulnerable to 

F Emergency 

lando .... ners an a1ternat1ve to cont1nued farming of llood·prone land Under EWRP 
landowners could voluntarily remove cropland lrom produc!IOn, permanently, in 
turn for a one·t1me easement payment Wellands would be restored on EWRP 
easement lands that would help al1eviate future llood ng as well as providmg the 
many other enwonmental benel1ts of wetlands 

W1tma entered those 14 acres adJacent to Fhnt Creek 1nto EWAP. Under 
agreement of her contract the land could be allowed to naturally re-vegetate. This 
process works and keeps program costs to a rrnn•mum. bu\1! takes t•me. It would 

~~;%r~:r~~~~at~~~ ~;~~~~~~a~~~ev~~~~~:r~"~e~~e~~et~~~~~~o~~~~~~ 
helping hand 

tn November 1996 the Des Momes County Soil and Water Conserval•on 
D•striCI CommiSSioners approved a REAP {state cost-share) appliCation lor uee 
plant•ng on W1tma·s EWAP land Cra1g Sm1th represent•ng Trees Forever made a 
cash contnbu!Jon to the project, enabling the purchase of larger, more expensive 
trees beller ht to wrthstand flooding 1n the year of establishment 

On Saturday, November 16, under Sherm Lundy's leadership, the project came 
together. Lew1s Major of NACS coord•nated the hand plantmg of 225 trees and 
1450 shrubs. Volunteers who planted included Burlington Hrgh School students 
(BHS Ecology Club. Student Council, and Water Tesllng Commntee). the Elfin 
Society from GE, and Tami Ple1n of the Fhnt Creek Advtsory Commlllee. The 
trees were Northern Pecans, Pin Oaks, and Swamp White Oaks. All are tolerant 
of our climate and ltood cond1t1ons. Shrubs add to the d1vers•ty and provtde 
w1ldhle food and cover Nature w111 hll1n tne rest w•th w•ltows, cottonwoods, and 
other wet-tolerant spec1es. In t•me nature would have done as good or better on 
her own. The volunteers s•mply gave her a jump-stan. 

There 1s a local orgamzat1on called the R1nt Creek Adv1sory Commltlee. Its 
purpose IS to monitOr the water quality of Hnt Creek through regular sampling 
ond test1ng. provid,ng 1nformat10n to the public oo •IS hndings. and to adviSe the 
cJunty on possible steps to •mprove the qual•ty of the creek Th1s comm1ttee w111 
refer to W•lma Groe's npanan restora\ion proteCt as a model of good land use 
1long streams. If npanan areas ex1sted all up and down the stream "comdor. the 
water quality would 1mprove lt"s nature·s natural!, ter of Silt, an1mal wastes. and 
jlher nutnents that wash off our landscape follov.mg each ra1nfall event. These 
r1pauan comdors are also Important w•ldhle habitats. prov1d1ng food. sheller, and 
travel lanes 

The true success of the proJeCt res ts not on ho·.v many of the trees survtve but 
Jn how many other landowners follow W1tma·s lead 1n doing the nghl th1ng lor the 
and. Thank you. Wtlma. the volunteers, and all who contr,buted 

by Michelle Maderak 
In years past v.e'lands were converte\1 

to cropland, but as wildlife habitat be· 
comes more 1mportant to the publiC and to 
the owners of this land there becomes a 
need to get as much ~nformahon as pos· 
Sible to the public about the benehts Jl 
wetland restorat•on 

There are several valuable funct•ons 
that wetlands serve lor the commun•ly 
S0me of these tunct10ns include an lfl· 
crease 1n wildl1fe hab~at. 1mproved water 
quahty, filtering of sed•ment.the reduct.ioo 
of soil eros•on. and the reduct•on c 
floodmg. Wetlands are also aesthetiCally 
pleasing 

5.:t~~~~~ ~~~~n~~ ss~~~;s 5~f~~~ 
phibians, and a th1rd of all nal•ve bird 

~~~~~fw~t?:~d~ ~~a=~~1~e0~ ~~e cf~~r~~; 
two-thirds of Amenca's w•ld ducks are 
hatched 1n pra1ne pothole marshes which 
are an integral pan of wellands. Planting 
wildflowers offers a showcase of color 
and beauty. This area is also an e~cellent 
attractant for songbirds and butterflies 
and will encourage a wide ranae Jf 
wildlife. 

II you are Interested in re::.tc.nng we1• 

lands in your neighborhood p1ellse con· 
tact Natural Resources Cor rvallon 
Service at 319·753·62" 1 lor moe tnlor· 
maliOn 

CONSERVE 
Our Land 

l eft lo right: Andrew Carhoff, Jason Denning, Eric Aothzen, Jeremy Kane 
Mall Weber, Sarah Seitz. 

Carhoff Receives Scholarship 

Andrew Carhoff of Sperry 1S the 19% ret•plt!nt ,;I a SS(,y .,cholarship g•ven bt 
the Des Mo111es County So11 and Water Cooservat•on D•striCI The money was 
contr•buted to the Tr1·State Agncultural Educahon Foundatr?n wh1ch helps 
promote agncunure 1n the three state area 

The FoundatiOn was establiShed to assiSt students enro ~t~g 1n Southeastern 
Commun•ty Cortege agnculture programs. 

Other orgamza!IOns who made substanhal contubuhons toward tne 1996 
scholarship fund are Ameucan Cyanarrld. Des Mo1nes County Farm Bureau. Don 
Nelson Memonal, Ouerna Seed Company, Aantan Bank, and Twoml'!y~ 
Company 

In Support of the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, these pages are sponsored by the following progressive 
Mediapolis businesses: Apron strings • Bradley G. Bork, DDS • Breuer Agency • Cover's 

Standard Service • Hawkeye Group • H&S Farm SuiJply • IES Utilities Inc .• Mediapolis News • Mediapolis Savings 
Bank • Mediapolis Telephone Co. • Mediapolis Veterinary Clinic • Nelson Trucking Service • Remember Inn • River 
Rambler • Schrock Lumber Company 



Roger Cling of Mediapolis and Area Conservationist Bruce Trautman look C~airperson Jeff Be~gma~ presents a plaque and certificate to Carol Staff. 
over documents from when the District was formed. Roger's dad, Edwin, Carol was a local wmner m the New cooperator Division of the Iowa Soil 
~~~~~~:0o~~~= ~r:~~h~~r~~~~~:tJ~hr,'~~~ted to serve on the board. The and Water Conservation Awards program. 

50th Anniversary of District Celebrated 
The Des Moines Coun.ty S01l and Water Conservation District Commiss1~ners 

celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the 0Jstnct w1th an open house on Fnday. 
March 1, 1996. 

Ounng a program held at noon, certificates were presented to Carol Staff and 
Charles Nealey as local Winners of the Iowa S01f and Water Conservation Awards 

Ag Waste Management 
By John Horan, Technician 

There has been a lot ol attentiOn g1ven lately to ag waste. both pro and con. 
Th1s artiCle IS being wntten to help land users understand what is ava1lable lor 
them. both 1n the capture and storage plus the ut•hzatJon ol ag waste 

The State of Iowa has a cost·share program lor ag waste called Organic 
Nutr1ent Management Program {ONMP). ONMP •s. ava1lable to help Interested 
IndiViduals construct ag waste systems and better utiliZe ag waste. 

By captur1ng the waste and applying 1t1n an appropnate manner, the waste IS 
better uhlized by crops and prevents the contammaiiOn of both surface and 
under.9round water suppl1es. 

There are many types of structures that can be used to accomplish th1s It may 
be as extensive as a pond or lagoon type structure used to store waste or as 
Simple as a settlrng bas1n at the lower end of a lot area to prevent the solids from 

Scholarship Recipient 
Tltfame Huson was chosen as the 1996 rec1p1ent of the Des Mo•nes County 

So•l and Water Conservahon DIStriCt schotarsh•P m conJunct•on w1th the Iowa 
Assoc1at1on of Sod and Water ConservatiOn DistriCt CommiSSioners Aux1!1ary 
scho{arstup 

T1ffan1E! was chosen from me apphcat•ons rece1ved from sen1ors throughout the 

~~u~u~~ff~~~~~t~t~eM~~~~~.~u;~1;e~~-~~~~~~~~ec~s~ 
daoghter of RIChard and Marcene Huson of Burtinglon 

program. Nealey also was honored with plaques lor his setechon as Reg•onal 
w1nner of the awards program. 

Guests attend•ng enjoyed picture displays and free memorabtlia The 01stnct 
also has hats ava•lable for a donation. The hats include the District"s name and 
anmversary date and are available in hunter green. black, navy. and burgundy 

entenng a stream. A dry stack•ng fac•lity ts another structure wh•ch may be used 
or a comb1nat10n of the above mentiOned structures 

The ava•lab11ity of nutnents (Mrogen. phosphate, and potash) •n ag waste can 
also be calculated. Th1s ts known as an ag waste ut1hzat10n plan These 
calculations prevent the over-application of ag waste to the soil. As mentioned 
before, lh•s makes tt possible for plants to belter ut11ize the nutnents because they 
have been applied '" the proper amount_s for producttv•ty. II also prevents the 
excess nutnents from be1ng washed 1nto a stream or leached 1nto your 
underground water supply 

wa~~l~~en~n~:~!~~~ r:ia;i~~~~c~~~~~~~~J~~~df~ro~~~;~~~o~nf;~g~em with -ag 

REVOLVING FUND ACCOUNT 
July 1, 1995-June30, 1996 

Balance on hand, July I, 1995.. . .. $2360.88 
Receipts: 

Flag & Scale Sales.. . ......................... 33.00 
Dues Reimbursement. . ........... 400.00 
State Reimbursement .. . ................................... 1887.99 
Dona1rons.. ........ .. .. ......... 1780.00 
50th Anmversary Hat Donat1ons .. . ......... 57 00 
Interest ....... ..................... . ... 1112 

4202.98 

Expenses: 
Supplies & Postage ......... .. . ............... . . ......... 124 1.28 
Equipment............... . ......................... 159.92 
Subscnphons & Ads...... ...................... . ..... 66.00 
IASWCDC Dues ... . 500.00 
NACD Dues ...................... ..... . ........... 300.00 
CommiSSioner Brochures..... . ....... 129 07 
50th Anmversary Open House .. . .. 227.83 
50th Annrversary MerchandiSe ............. 584.09 
Plat Books .............................................................. 24.00 
Dot Scales . 85.50 
Sales Tax......................... . ............................ 2.28 
IASWCDC Scholarship.... I 00.00 
Awards & Frames..................... . ....... 50.00 
Tri-State Education Scholarship ................ ~ 

$3969.97 
Balance on hand, June 30, 1996 .. ... . . .. ' ............ $2593.89 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
July 1, 1995. June 30, 1996 

New D1stnct Cooperators on 2047 acres 
Individuals or Groups Assisted 
IndiVIduals or Groups Applyrng Practices 
Conservation Cover Established 
Conservation Tillage 
Grassed Waterways Es1ablished 
Terraces Constructed 
Water & Sed1men1 Conlrol Bas1n Conslrucled 
Field Borders • 
Cropland Acres T rea1ed 
Woodland lmprovemenl 
Farmslead Windbreaks Construcled 
Tree Planlrngs Compleled 

Amount 
23 

296 
76 

200 
240 
53 

3t995 
2 

13320 
1536 

95 
I 

105 

No-Till Incentive Payments Available 

Unil 
No. 
No. 
No. 

Acres 
Acres 
Acres 

F1 
No. 
F1 

Acres 
Acres 

No. 
Acres 

II you He Interested 1n try109 no-t for the hrst t•m& tb· OE.s Mc.1n1:1s County 
S011 and Water Conservat•on O•stnct has IFIP funds ava•lable as lncent•ve 
payments The one·hm~ payment tS SIO. acre for a 60 acre max•mum area You 

PROT ECT 
Our Natural 
Resources 

Jul 1 199 EXPENDITURES 
Co~nlissio~~~s~~x~en's~ ~Ftend•~res of funds provided by State oltowa for 
Incentive Pro ram (IFIP ' tee upplles and Expenses. Iowa Fm 1al 
(REAP) and Og . N ), Resource Enhancement and ProteciiOn Pro m 

• rgan,c utnent Management Program (ONMP) 

AllocatiOn 
1M Budget & Operating expenses 

CommiSSIOners Expense 
Off1ce Expense 
IASWCDC Dues 
NACO Dues 

Balance 

REAP Practices 1995·96 
Allocallon 

Ttmber Stand Improvement. 64 ac compl~ted 
T1mber Stand Improvement. incomplete 
Tree Plant•ng, Incomplete 

Balance .. 

Allocalton 
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1995·96 

T1mber Stand Improvement, 34 6 ac completed 
Wtndbreak, 1 completed 
Tree Planting. 13 9 ac completed 
Tree Planting, incomplete 

Balance 

REAP Practices 1994·95 
Allocation. .. 

Tree Planting. 16 ac completed 
Returned to OSC. 

Balance 

Allocahon 
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1994·95 

Tree Planting. 4 ac completed 
T1mber Stand Improvement. 122 v.)!Tipt~ted 
Returned to OSC 

Balafll 

REAP Practices 1993·94 
A11ocallon 

Conservatton Cover. 40 ac completed 
Timber Stand Improvement. 294 8 ac completed 
Tree Planling. 77.7 ac completed 
W•ndbreaks. 4 completed 
Returned to DSC 

Balance 

REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1993·94 
Allocat1on 

Timber Stand Improvement. 23.9 ac completed 
Tree Plantmg. 5.0 ac completed 
Returned to eSC 

Balanc~ 

IFIP 1 995·96 
Allocat1on 

Waterways, 2300 It completed 
Waterways, n"lComplete 

Terraces. 1300 ft completed 
Terraces. lfltomplete 
Water & Sed•ment Control Bas1n. 1 corripleted 

Balance 

I 

IFIP 1994-95 
Allocation .. 

NoT•II. t31.8accompleted 
T e~taces. 7820 ft completed 
Terraces. 1ncomplete ... 
Waterways, 1550 tt completed 
Water & Sed•ment Control Basin, 1 completed 
Grade Stabrl1za11on Structures, incomplete 
Returned to eSC. 

AllocatiOn 
Terraces. 9105 ft completed 
No T·ll. 207.8 ac completed 
Returned to OSC 

Allocation 
2 protects completed 

Allocahon 
Returned to OSC 

Allocat•on 
Returned to OSC 

Balance 

IFIP 1993·94 

ONMP 1994 

BaiH' 

ONMP 1995 

B· ,, 

ONMP 1996 

Bal~ 
·. 

S2SJl0.00 
80229 

129771 
~00 
1sMlo 
~-

" S11Sl8110 
53!81)0 

~!..~ 
-0· 

or 

s;~~~~ 
43950 

300000 
1453.50 
33200 

$U2~o.!XJ 
5709 72 
'Sll'e8 

'). 

_, 

~liH~ 
'''JO 

8S!. 57 
~ 

•J 
S.091too 

300000 
1761'200 
)526'3•24 

~~:~~~ 
~'). 

sf;g~~ 
152f'l5 
2267210 

'). 

2038000 
297413 
7001)00 

2' f323 
61JQ764 
1885.00 

"II~· 

$46793.00 
1318.00 

1524153 
1931l850 

~li;~~ 
693612 
2 1~35 

'.~· 

8640~ 
.8640.00 

~-

511. 
' 12. 

-w then be reqUired to coml)i.:te t"Je performance agreer -,.,, by '" nJMQg tt.e 
practiCe tor tne lo'·lWI"'Q two years The dr'.a1m to ~n up JS Apn• 1. rf yr 
w~ Jld ke more je'.a :s. :.a 'he NACS lface 
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