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DISTRICT ACTIVITIES
DURING 1996

JANUARY

10 o+Election of Officers for 1996 resulted as follows: Chairperson- Jeff Bergman;
Vice Chairperson- Sherman Smith.

-Appointments for 1996 resulted as follows: Treasurer- Jeff Bergman;
Secretary- Jamie Fair; Assistant Commissioners- Laura Wagner-Erz, Arlyn
Musselman, Rick Querna, Mike Schwenker, Brad Weiss; RC&D Executive Board-
Sherman Smith; County RC&D Board- Jeff Bergman; Education Committee- Tom

~Birkenstock, Mike Schwenker, Laura Wagner-Ertz; Long Range Plan Committee-

+Sherman Smith, Tom B Arlyn M Mike ; 501
(Anniversary Committee- Frank Hedges, Brad Weiss; REAP- Jeff Bergman:

-Civil Rights Memo of Understanding was reviewed.

-Charles Nealey was selected to represent the District as “Cooperator of the
Year" for the Goodyear Award.

141 «Mike Lewitke, DC, attended Total Quality Management (TQM) training in

Faiield.
- FEBRUARY
2 ~=Don Lounsbury was appointed to the Flint Creek Advisory Committee.
-NACD & IASWCDC dues were paid.
~John Horan, SCT, and Jamie Fair, SS, attended TQM training in Burlington,
-The District applied for grant funding for Little Flint and Kriotty Creek
Watershed.
ARCH

i
= ~The District celebrated its 50th Anniversary with an Open House on March 1 at
udhe District office.
... ~Jeff Bergman and Mike Lewitke attended the Spring Regional meeting in Albia
on March 7.
-Tiffanie Huson was chosen as the Des Moines County winner of the
IASWCDC Auxiliary Scholarship.
-A $500 donation was given to the Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation
Jor.a scholarship.

~ «Frank Hedges was elected Vice Chairperson.
-Soil and Water Stewardship Week was April 28-May 4.
Wyatt Peterson, a student from Winfield-Mt. Union, job shadowed in the NRCS
office April 18.
(. MAY

7. =The long range plan was approved and sent to the Division for approval.
5 -A Memo of Understanding between the District and FSA County Committee
was approved.
»» ~Jeff Bergman presented Tiffanie Huson with a $100 scholarship May 6 at BHS
Awards Assembly.
... -Drew Delang, SCA, was transferred to the Jefferson County Field Office as a
Soil Conservatonist effective May 28.
-Jamie Fair attended a state employee meeting May 21-23 in Des Moines.
:JMike Lewitke and Drew DeLang gave presentations for area school field days
UNE

l_detf Bergman was selected 1o serve on a state TQM commitiee.
~Justin Binder started as a Soil Conervation Aide on June 3

-Little Flint and Knotty Creek were approved for priority watersheds
JuLY

-Brad Weiss resigned as assistant commissioner.
AUGUST
~Justin Binder's last day was August 17.
| .-A meeting between FSA County Committee and the District was held to
\discuss EQIP Interim funding
-Mike Lewitke, John Horan and Jamie Fair attended TQM training in Fairfield
SEPTEMBER
.« =Michelle Maderak started as Soil Conservationist September 3
+Lewis Major started as Soil Conservation Aide September 3
-Jeft Bergman and Mike Lewitke attended Annual Conference on September 4-
5 in Des Moines
-Mike Lewitke volunteered at the Des Moines County Hazardous Material
Clean-up Day September 28,

. OCTOBER
~ -Todd Heckenberg was appointed Assistant Commissioner
-Don Lounsbury was appointed to the RC&D Executive Board
-A Mutual Agreement between USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service, State of lowa and the District was approved
~Mike Lewitke attended COE wetland training October 7-11.
- NOVEMBER
. -A public meeting was held November 14 to get input on prionty areas for 1998
EQIP lundm%
-Myranell Dockendorf{ and Laura Wagner-Ertz were elected to the board,
-Myranell Dockendorff began her term and replaced Tom Birkenstock on the
" board
7. +*A Mutual Agreement between USDA-NRCS, Division of Sail Conservation
State Soil Conservation Committee, and the District was approved,
-A model riparian buffer strip was constructed on Wilma Groe's EWRP land
DECEMBER
-Laura Wagner-Ertz attended the Fal Regional meeting in Oskaloosa on
December 5
-The Long Range Plan was approved from the state
-Lewis Major's last day was December 5
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Wetlands: Bringing wildlife & improved water quality to the surrounding community
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Riparian Wetland Restored
Along Flint Creek

By Mike Lewitke - NRCS

A good thing happened to some land in Des Moines County last fall because
Wilma Groe wanted it, many volunteers did it, Trees Forever supported i, and
several different governmental agencies cooperated

It started back in ‘93 when floodwaters from Flint Creek lore thraugh a levee on
Wilma Groe's farm; The current ravaged the cropland, leaving deep scour holes,
sandbars, and trash behind.

By fall of 1994 the levee was restored to protect a majority of the low lying
cropland. But around 14 acres on the creek side of the levee, although still
farmable, remained vulnerable to future flooding.

Following the '93 floods, federal legislation e the Emergency
Wetlands Restoration Program (EWRP). EWRP was to provide private
landowners an alternative to continued farming of flood-prone land. Under EWRP,
landowners could voluntarily remove cropland from production, permanently, in
turn for a one-time easement payment. Wetiands would be restored on EWRP
easement lands that would help alleviate future flooding as well as providing the
many other environmental benefits of wetlands,

Wilma entered those 14 acres adjacent to Flint Creek into EWRP, Under
agreement of her contract the land could be allowed to naturally re-vegetate. This
process works and keeps program costs toaminimum, but it takes time, It would
be many years of natural succession before a stable and diverse plant community
would form, Wilma and many dedicated volunteers decided to lend nature a
helping hand.

In November 1996 the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation
District Commissioners approved a REAP (state cost-share) application for tree
planting on Wilma's EWRP land. Craig Smith representing Trees Forever made a
cash contribution to the project, enabling the purchase of larger, more expensive
trees better fit to withstand flooding in the year of establishment.

On Salurday, November 16, under Sherm Lundy's leadership, the project came
together. Lewis Major of NRCS coordinated the hand planting of 225 trees and
1450 shrubs. Volunteers who planted included Burlington High School students
(BHS Ecology Club, Student Council, and Water Testing Committee), the Elfin
Society from GE, and Tami Plein of the Flint Creek Advisory Committee, The
trees were Northern Pecans, Pin Oaks, and Swamp White Oaks. All are tolerant
of our climate and flood conditions. Shrubs add to the diversity and provide
wildlife food and cover. Nature will fill in the rest with willows, cottonwoods, and
other wet-tolerant species. In time nature would have done as good or better on
her own. The volunteers simply gave hera jump-start

There is a local organization called the Flint Creek Advisory Committee: lis
purpose is to monitor the water quality of Flint Cresk through regular sampling
and testing, providing information to the public on its findings, and to advise the
county on possible steps to improve the quality of the creek. This committee will
fer to Wilma Groe's riparian restoration project as a model of good land use
q streams. If riparian areas existed all up and down the stream ‘corridor, the
ty would improve, It's nature's natural fite , animal wastes, and
er nutrents that wash off our landscape following éach rainfall event. These

ian corridors are also important wildlife habitats, providing food, shelter, and

el lanes
The true success of the project rests noton how many of the trees survive but
on how many other landowners follow Wilma's 12ad in doing the right thing for the
Jand. Thank you, Wilma, the volunteers, and all Who contributed

by Michelle Maderak

In years past we'lands were converted
to cropland, but as wildiife habitat be-
comes more important to the public and to
the owners of this land there becomas a
need to get as much information as pos-
sible to the public about the benefits of
wetland restoration.

There are several valuable functions
that wetlands serve for the community.
Some of these functions include an in-
crease in wildlife habitat, improved water
quality, filtering of sediment, the reduction
of sil erosion, and the reduction of
flooding. Wetlands are aiso aesthetically
pleasing

Wetlands in the United States support
5,000 plant species, 190 specles of am-
phibians, and a third of all native bird
species. A good example of the cantribu-
tions of wetlands to wildiite Is the fact that
two-thirds of America's wild ducks are
hatched in prairie pothole marshes which
are an integral part of wetlands. Planting
wildflowers offers a showease of color
and beauty. This area is also an excellent
aftractant for songbirds and bulterflies
and will encourage a wide range of
wildiife.

If you are interested In resloring wet-
lands in your neighborhood plgase con-
fact Natural Resources Conservation
Service at 319-753-6221 for more infor-
mation,

Our Land

Left to right: Andrew Carhoff, Jason Denning, Eric Rothzen, Jeremy Kane,
Matt Weber, Sarah Seitz.

Carhoff Receives Scholarship

Andrew Carhoff of Sperry is the 1936 recipient of a $500 scholarship given by
the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District. The money was
contributed 1o the Tri-State Agricultural Education Foundation which helps
promote agniculture in the fhree state area

The Foundation was established to assist students enrolling in Southeastern
Community College agriculture programs.

Other org: who made i toward the 1996
scholarship fund are American Cyanamid, Des Moines County Farm Bureau, Don
Nelson Memorial, Quema Seed Company, Raritan Bank, and Twomeys
Company-

ambler * Schrock Lumber Company

AaaA LA

A0l In Support of the Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation
)il District, these pages are sponsored by the following progressive

Mediapolis businesses: apron strings « Bradley G. Bork, DDS * Breuer Agency * Cover’s |

Standard Service * Hawkeye Group * H&S Farm Supply * IES Utilities Inc. * Mediapolis News ¢ Mediapo
Bank ¢ Mediapolis Telephone Co. * Mediapolis Veterinary C

ic » Nelson Trucking

Service *
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Our Natural
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Roger Cling of Mediapolis and Area Conservationist Bruce Trautman look
over documents from when the District was formed. Roger's dad, Edwin,
was one of the first three commissioners elected to serve on the board. The
other two were Noah Schrock and John Blaul.

Chairperson Jeff Be_rgmaq Presents a plaque and certificate to Carol Staff.
Carol was a local winner in the New Cooperator Division of the lowa Soil
and Water Conservation Awards program.

EXPENDITURES 2

50th Anniversary of District Celebrated

The Des Moines County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners

program. Nealey also was honored with plaques for his selection as Regional

celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the District with an open house on Friday,  winner of the awards program, Allocation ..., ”.‘ OB R Al ool
March 1, 1996 Guests attending enjoyed picture displays and free memorabilia, The District Commissioners Expense P,
During a program held at noon, certificates were presented to Carol Staff and  also has hats available for a donation; The hats include the District's name and Office Expense .,

Charles Nealey as local winners of the lowa Soil and Water Conservation Awards  anniversary date and are available in hunter green, black, navy, and burgundy. IASWCDC Dues.....

NACD Dues

Balance
REAP Practices 1995-96

Ag Waste Management M i

Timber Stand Improvement, 64 ac completed

By John Horan, Technician
There has been a lot of attention given lately to ag waste, both pro and con.
This article is being written to help land users understand what is available for

entering a stream. A dry stacking facility is another structure which may be used
or a combination of the above mentioned structures

Timber Stand Improvement, incomplete
Tree Planting, Incomplete i
Balance .,

them, both in the capture and storage plus the utifization of ag waste. 2 availability of nutrients (nitrogen, phosphate, and potash) in ag waste can REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1995-96 i
The State of lowa has a cost-share program for ag waste called Organic  also be caiculated. This is known'as an ag waste Utilization plan. These Allocation ..... e e $7820,00
Nutrient Management Program (ONMP). ONMP is available to help interested  calculations prevent the over-application of ag waste to the soil. As mentioned Timber Stand Improvement, 34.6 ac completed 2506.bo
individuals construct ag waste systems and better utilize ag waste. fore, this makes it possible for planis to belter utilize the nutrients because they Windbreak, 1 completed A . 433 50
By capturing the waste and applying it in an appropriate manner, the wasfe is  have been applied in the proper amounts for productivity. It also prevents the Tree Planting, 13.9 ac completed ...... 3000.00
better utilized by crops and prevents the contamination of both surface and  excess nutrients from being Washed into a stream or leached into your Tree Planting, incomplete....... s sanibiassan 1453,50
underground water supplies. underground water supply. Balance ...332.00
There are many types of structures that can be used to accomplish this, It may Anyane Interested in signing up for ONMP funds or having a problem with-ag K L
be as extensive as a pond or lagoon type structure used to store waste or as  waste management, may-ortactthe NRCS office for more information i REAP Practices 1994-95 4
simple as a settling basin at the lower end of a lot area to prevent the solids from Allocation e S g
Tree Planting, 16 ac completed
Returned to DSC .
Balance

Preserve

REVOLVING FUND ACCOUNT

July 1, 1995 June 30, 1996

Balance on hand, July 1, 1995.......
Receipts:
Flag & Scale Sales ...

...$2360.88

REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1994-95

Balance

REAP Practices 1993-94

Mo

Allocation $60889.00
Dues Reimbursement 00.00 Conservation Cover, 40 ac completed 300000
State Reimbursement 1887.99 Timber Stand Improvement, 294.8 ac completed 17612.00
t e an Donations... 3 1780.00 RE; ;’ban:ng;‘ Ui [u%mn!eled 7;5;&3;
I ; indbreaks, 4 complete:
ﬁgg‘ré\s?mve sary Ha( e gz gg Returned to DSC 3 1261487
Qail’m Balance )u
E REAP Forestry/Native Grasses 1993-94
Xpenses: Allocation $5586.00
Supplies & Postage Timber Stand Improvement, 23.9 ac completed 1792.50
Equipment Tree Planting, 5.0 ac completed 1526 25
GHRE G Relurned fo DSC 226725
Subscriptions & Ads Balance 0-
IASWCDC Dues ..
NACD Dues .... NP toasin 1
Commissioner Brochures 3
Allocation 7 20380.00
50th Anniversary Open House. Waterways, 2300 ft compleled... 297413
50th Anniversary Merchandise . Waterways, incomplete 700000
Plat Books...............
Dot Scales ........... ’ Terraces, 1300 ft completed éﬁé? 1
Sales TaXir i .2.28 Terraces, incomplete 007.6:
IASWCDC Scholarship 100.00 Water & Sediment Control Basin, 1;;:;};:[\:1@ 1885, 000
Awards & Frames ... i e
Tri-State Education Scholarship 00.00 ' g
$3969.97 IFIP 1994-95 s ;JG
Balance on hand; June 30, 1996 ....... ..$2593.89  Allocation ... v
0, 1996 .. 32 No Till, 131.8 ac completed 1318.00
Terraces, 7820 ft completed 15241.53
Terraces, incomplete e 19308.50
Waterways, 1550 ft completed.. . 10 2527, go
D Water & Sediment Control Basin, 1 complete .. 124750
|STRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS Grade Stabilization Structures, incomplete ¢ Ggﬁ 13%
- Returned to DSC. g I . o
July 1, 1995 - June 30, 1996 P ey
’ IFIP 1993-94
Amount Unit Allocation $18793.Q(
New District Cooperators on 2047 acres 23 No. Terraces, 9105 ft completed 16263:53
Individuals or Groups Assisted 296 No. No Till, 207.8 ac completed 20784
Individuals or Groups Applying Practices 76 No. fletumedfp D3C “"Balance
Conservation Cover Established 200 Acres L
Conservation Tillage 240 Acres ONMP 1994
Grassed Waterways Established 53 Acres Syepeindy
Terraces Constructed 31995 Ft. ompleted s
Water & Sediment Control Basin Constructed 2 NFQ Balance....
Field Borders 13320 t. ONMP 1995
Cropland Acres Treated 1536 Acres  pjiocation b
Woodland Improvement 95 Acres Returned to DSC -y
Farmstead Windbreaks Constructed 1 No. Bal
Tree Plantings Completed 105 Acres ONMP 1996 ;
ANOCAEON vy
20T ED R0 GO ————

No-Till Incentive Payments Available

jors throughout the
d college
Montana. Tiffanie is the

It 'you are interested in trying no-tll for he first time, the Des Moines County
Sall and Water Conservation District has JFIP funds avallable as incentive
payments, The one-time payment is $10/acre fof & 60 acre maximum area. You

will then 'be lﬁu'u'ed to complefe the %’m u'gmg’m %
practice for the following 1wo years. 3 Apni 1.
would like more details, call the NRCS office. ha -
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