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Grass 
Tetany and 
Soil 
Fertility 
Connected 

BY Michael L. White 
ISU Fteld Crops Spectahst 

Grass tetany ts a health dtsorder 
charactenzed by low blood magne­
smm (Mg) levels. It has also been 
ref~rred to as grass staggef'> or 
hypomagneselTlla. Cattle are more 
su..,~..:eptiblc than sheep or goats, 
wtth lactating females bemg the 
most susceptible Early c;tgns of 
grass tetany are nen ousness and a 
stiff gail The animals begm to stag­
ger and become excttable as the 
condition worsens Without treat­
ment the animals begm to convulse, 
enter mto a coma and die. 

Grass tetany most often occurs 
in the spnng on lush cool season 
gras\\ pastures that have been heav­
ily fertilized wtth nitrogen (N) 
and/or potassium (K). High plant K 
leYels depress plant Mg uptake and 
high plant N and K Bevels decrease 
Mg availability m the arumal The 
pnrnary prevention steps canle pro­
ducers have used m the past to 
lessen the chances of gras" tetany 
included 

- Hold cattle off new grass 
growth unttltt 1 s 6 · tall. 

- Feed dry hay, gram, or feed 
supplements further into the spring. 

-Intef1ieed legumes mto grass 
pastures Legume forage has lugher 
levels of Mg than do grasses. 

- Feed canle supplemental Mg 
on a daily basis 

Recent research at the University 
of Missouri points towards low soil 
phosphorous (P) levels as part of 
the problem causmg grass tetany m 
cattle. Previous greenhouse studies 
had showed that P regulated Mg 
uptake m tall fescue. The latest 
research on tall fescue pastures con-

Grass see page 3 
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Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners for the 2001 year are: front row: Russell Joyce, assis-
tant; and Greg Zellmer; and back row: Terry Hoskins, Ray Wilson and Mike Hall. 

-
January - Election of officers 

held. Greg Zellmer. Chauman; Mlke 
Hall, Vice Chamnan. Jordan appomt­
ed temporary secretary and co-trea­
surer. 

February - Troublesome Creek 
Contract completed for three sttes 
(two in Cass County and one in 
Audubon County). Fmal mspecuon 
completed. 

Property tax exemption applica­
tions approved on two sites. Twenty­
rune offers were made for continuous 
stgn-up. 

Public meeting held at library for 
the Iowa Earth Year 2000. 

... 
• 

es 
Eldon and Stdney Everhart make 

plans to enhance the east end of the 
USDA Service Center Bwldmg with 
native grasses, shrubs and flowers. 

I 

April-Ashley Blake ~lected to 
recetve Muller & Fudge Scholarship 
for $300. 

Dtstrict purchased Soil 
March-Jim Srruth norrunated for Stewardslup matenal for 3rrl grade 

Outstandtng SWCD Comrntss10ner. , students and teachers. 
Terry Hoskins nominated for Four applJcations for property tax 
Watershed Achievement Award. exemption were approved. 

Two property tax exemptiOn 
applications approved. 

Jensen reports there will be a 
booth at the Gardening Seminar 
emphasiZing Backyard Conservation 

Connie &beck appomted secre­
tary and co-treasurer to replace 
Carolyn Wtlson who retired. 

May - Terry Hoskins nominated 
for Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation Award. 

One hundred and twenty five 6th 
graders participate in conservat:ton 
field day at the Ralph and Pat 
Simmons farm. Ed Seidel, Gary 

Photo by Jennifer N1chols 

Wolfe, Duane Ortgies, Sindra Jensen 
and soil scientist. Rick Bednarek, 
asstst with the field day 

Distnct votes to donate $1 00 
toward field day expenses at 
Annstrong Achievement Farm Field 
Day to be held in June. 

Dtstrict votes to sponsor Gary 
Miller, Voc. Ag. Instructor in Anita 
and Bruce Johnk. Atlantic Voc. Ag. 
Instructor to attend Iowa Water 
Workshop m Oakland during June. 

Siedel reported that 75 of the 77 
CRP btds were accepted for a total of 
3,600 acres. 

Activities see page 2 
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Activities Continued from page three 

I • ' 

-
Turkey Creek Watershed Site 23-

D was listed as a priority area for the 
EQIP program. 

Commissioners, Seidel; FSA 
County Committee members and 
CRP Oerk, Sharon Crane conducted 
a field tour of riparian and buffer 
strips. 

District votes to proceed with a 
tree sales program. 

Announcement made that a 
Sustainable Weed Management 
Workshop will be held at the Neely­
Kinyon Research Farm in Greenfield 
on June 8. 

Flfty-seven property tax exemp­
tion applications were appmved 

June- Ray Wtlson was adminis­
tered the "Oath of Office" to fill the 
un-expired term of Jun Smith. who 
restgned 

Operation and Maintenance 
inspection reports for Troublesome 

' 
• I ., 

Creek and Turkey Creek were 
reviewed and discussed. 

54th Annual Conference for Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
Commissioners announced for 
September 6-7. 

Jim Smith was presented with a 
retirement plaque in appreciation for 
five years of service. 

Conrue Esbeck was selected as 
''Employee of the Month for JW1e 
2(XX)" through the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture, Division of Soil 
Conservation. 

July - Ray Wtlson and Mike Hall 
announced they will run for another 
tenn as a district commissioner. Jim 
Jordan will not seek another tenn. 

Sindra Jensen announced that 
wildflowers will be featured in this 
year's frur booth. Packets of wild­
flowers and native grasses would be 
given away daily as prizes for those 
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a month and Zero Down 
for the first 24 months based on 

12.99% APR & 16.8% APR on 
balance after first two years. 

Holtz Kawasaki 
Service 

I"ACTORY·TO· 
DEALER .. ... , 

INCENTIVES ··~·· 
. . ON SELECT 

MODELS COULD M. 

SAVE MORE!** .... ,., .. . 
' 

331 W H1gh St., Avoca, lA 51521 • 712·343-2tn 
1-888-803-7693 

Kawasaki . 
All Terrain Vehicles 

• C2001 Kawasaki Motof!> Corp., uSA KawasaJo ATVs are recommended lof use only by persons 16 years of age or 
older, Kawasak• atso recommends that an ATV ode!!> take a tra•ntrl9 course Fol more 1nformabon. see your dealer or ; 
call the ATV Safety lnstrtute at 1·800-887-2887 Warn1ng ATVs can be hazardous to operate R>r you1 safety. Always 

1 ·wear a helmet, eye protectiOn and protecwe doth!ng Never carry a passenger Never nde under the mfluence of drugs 
or alcohol Never nde on pubic roads or pavement Avoid exceSSIVe speeds and stunt drMnq Be extra careful on 

-:. d1fficult terrarn FII\CI.tiCitlg offer lor approved credit for quar.fted buyers through the Good T•mesrw Credit Card ISSued by 
". Hoosehold Bani< sa N A ·Based on ~ 220 ATV base MSAP example ol S3.299 Tax, tnle, hcense and 
. , reg.stration extra Actua' pnces vary Offer good on dealer stock through 4130101 or while supplies last. The reduced rate 

of 12 99% APR 1s effectiVe only on ATV and Ac:cessones for the 24 months from date ol purchase only v.iltle )'OUf 

.: Ac:oount IS kept current Other purchases oonng the h!SI 24 months and the total balance after 24 months Wlll be subJect 
' to the Standard Aate of 16 8% APA Reduced and Standard Aales effecbve as long as Account IS kept current For 

Ac:oounts not kept current, the Default Rate APA of 20 8~ Wlll be apphed to all balances 1ndud1ng the ATV and 
AccesSOncs, even If your Account IS subsequenUy made current For all purchases the Morumum F1nanoe Charge 1s 
S 1 00 ••tncentives available on the lollowmg mooels KLF220·A, KLF300-S C, KVF300-AIB, KVF400·CID All 
transactiOnS are subjeCt to the terms and c:ondttJons ol the Cardholder Agreement and D:sclosure Statement 

' AeStrbons am See pa~og dealer lor details 

__ ..... .. ---

I March Farm MonthlY 

c~rrectly identifying the wildflowers. 
Average costs for earthwork and 

tile installation discussed and 
increased for the spring construction 
season for terraces, grnde stabilization 
structures and sediment control 
basins. 

DSC offers free registration to one 
commissioner in each district to 
attend Carbon Conference in Des 
Moines on August 29-31. 

Watershed construction schedule 
indicates two Turkey Creek 
Watershed Sites 62-7 and 62-7 A will 
befundedin200l. 

Five property tax exemption appli­
canons approved. 

Application for priority watershed 
submitted for Baughman Creek 
Watershed in which REAP-P(prac­
tlces) funds can be used to cost-share 
on pennanent conservation practices. 

Commissioners vote to donate 
$100 to the Cass County Earth Year 

2(XX) who want to have a booth at 
Atlantic Fest, using the theme 
''Recycling." Sindra Jensen is an 
Ambassador to Earth Year 2£XX) and 
works closely with this group. 

August - Thrkey Creek 
Watershed Directors organization is 
given a ' 'boost'' with Russell Morgan, 
Dennis Hockenbeny, Myrna Rabe, 
Dale Wi~ Harold Hendersen, 
G.M. Baier, Robert Jones, and Lynn 
Dorsey agreeing to serve as directors. 

SWCD matches funds with local 
· Pheasants Forever, NRCS, and 
IDALS for habitat agreement to hire 
a person to encourage landowners to 
enroll in the buffer initiative program. 

September - Thrkey Creek 
Watershed Directors meeting held at 
the NRCS office. A revised and 
updated handbook was given to each 
director. 

You never know what mother 
nature will send your way. 

Don't take a chance ... 
Protect your investment. 

e 
Cass County Insurance 
People You Know People You Trust 

712-243·6557 80Q..37G-997 A 712· 2A3-6558(Fax} 

507 Main Street ... Gnswold, lA 51535 
712-778-2575 800·964-9449 

Baughman Creek Watershed 
approved as a priority area for REAP­
Pfunds. 

Local Pheasants Forever represen­
tative, Kevin Ferguson, m~ with 
the district commissioners to offer 
support in purchasing a native grass 
drill. District Commissioners vote to 
pwchase the Great Plains drill 

Commissioners vote to support up 
to two teachers in Cass County to 
attend the "Food, Land & People 
Workshop" 

Informational meeting for 
landowners on native grass seffiing 
annOtmced for Nov. 4 in Ombedand 
Commissioners vote to pay rental fee 
for meeting place and provide 
refreshments. 

Commissioners vote to donate 
$100 toward the Pheasants Forever 
banquet 

October - District received 
$5,000 grant from IDALS toward 
the purchase of the native grass drill. 

Fall Regional meeting 
annoWlced for Dec. 4 at the Villager. 

Iowa Watersheds conference at 
Lakeside Casino and Resort 
announced for Dec. 18-19. 

Construction halted because of 
dry weather conditions. 

November- The habitat meeting' 
held in Cumberland was attended by 
30 people. Smdra Jensen had a part 
in the program as well as Jon Judso~ 
Diversity Farms, Inc.; Roger 
Schwery, Heyne Seed; Duane Fuller, 
Adams County P.F; Dan Brown, 
Cass County P.F., and Angie 
Hansen, Cass County DNR 
Biologist 

Master Gardeners indicated to 
Sindra Jensen they would like to be 
a party of the Backyard 
Conservation Team. 

New Corrurusstoner Orientation. 
2001, announced for January. 

Ftfth grade conservation poster 
contest winners have had their 
posters on display m the lobby of the 
NRCS office. 

December- Zellmer and Seidel 
attended the Fall Regional meenng 
held Dec. 4. 

ANGUS BULLS 

Calving Ease 
Hi Growth 

Eye Appeal 
Good Cafcass Traits 

FREE DELIVERY 
Alter Feed Test 

lEVANJ RAYL FARMS, INC. 
Bnd ewater • 641-369-4092 
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Soil Conservation Employees 
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Employees at the Soil Conservation District Office in Cass County include: front row (left 
to right) Bill Bartenhagen, county director; Diane Carspecken, Program Technician; Don 
Obrecht, Farmer Loan Manager; and back row: Inez Creager, Temporary; Jamie Newbury, 
Program Technician; Sharon Crane, Program Technician; Mona Ballinger, Program 
Technician; Jeanine Christensen, Program Technician; and Joyce Anderson, Temporary. 

Photo by Jenmfer Nichols 

Grass Continued from page one 
• 

firmed these greenhouse studies. 
The greatest increase in plant Mg 
levels occurred when P fertih:rer 
was applied to soils testing "very 
low" (less than 8 ppm). Iowa State 
Umverstty presently recommends 
an "optunum" P soil test level of 
around 16 ppm for cool season 
grass pasture. 

Applymg N fertilizer m the 
spnng bas been a very common 
practice to mcrease pasture produc­
tivity. Very seldom is P fertihzer 
included in this practice. RaJ.sing 
the P soil test level of pasture up to 
the optimum level will increase 
forage productiVIty and increase 
the nutritional content of the for­
age. Legwnes require optunum P 
levels to flounsh. Increasing pas­
ture P levels will favor the estab­
lishment of legwnes like alfalf~ 
clover, or brrdsfoot trefoil into the 
grass pasture. In summary, proper 
soil testing and pasture fertility is 
key in a total pasture management 
system. More mformation on grass 
tetany and pasture fertility can be 
obtained at the Cass County ISU 
Extenston Office 712-243-1132. 

The U S. Department of 
Agnculture (USDA) prohibtts ills­
crimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color. 
national origm, gender, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, 

• 
J -

r • • 

sexual onentation, and mantal or 
family status. (Not all prolubtted 
bases apply to all programs.) Many 
matenals can be made available in 
alternative formats for ADA clJents 
To ftle a complamt of dlscnmma-

tlon, wnte USDA, Office of CtvLl 
Rights, Room 326-W. Whttten 
Buildmg, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washmgton, DC 
20250-9410 or call202-720-5964 
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Order Seed 

Fill Fuel Barrel 
• 

Order Fertilizer 

Order Herbicide 

0 Service Tractor 

0 Get Crop Insurance 
Don't Forget the Last Item .. To Make 
Sure You Can Pay for the First Five! 
Call us today to find out wh1ch crop 
insurance plan IS nght for your operat1on 

Bob Williams 
AG Business Associates 

1101 W. 7th, Box 24 • Atlantic 
712-243-3550 

Call 1-877-4 A GUNK 
e-ma1l ga,c:op@gtam com 
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Got Spring Fever? 
I know we do. We are the Backyard Conservation Team and we are 

a very new volunteer organization. The Backyard Conservation Team is 
working with the Cass County Soil and Water Conservatlon Dlstnct to 
promote 10 conservation activities that have been adapted from farmers 
and ranchers to be used in your backyard. The actlVIties mclude tree 
plantings, developing wildlife habitat, building backyard ponds, water 
conservatlon, and backyard terracing. Becorrung a Team member will 
giVe you an opportunity to also learn from the group. We have a terrific 
group started that range from beginner gardeners to master gardeners. 
Not only wlll we bring in experts to speak at our field days but these 
field days will give you an opportunity to ask questions of other gar­
deners about therr gardens and selectlons. 

We are planrung on holding tours, seminars, and educational oppor­
tumttes for homeowners to learn the skills needed to accomplish these 
conservation activtttes. If you want to help us get started, we are having 
an mformattonal meeting March 22 from 6:30 to 7 30 p.m at the Family 
Table Restaurant m Atlantic. We will have two speakers that will teach 
us some about composung and native grasses Also at t.h.ts meeting we 
Will be dtscussmg more activities. reVIewmg backyard conservation, and 
selecting a proJect coordmator. Please join us if you are mterested in 
knowmg more about the backyard conservation program 

If you can' t JOm us on March 22 but are interested m knowing more 
information on the Baclcyard Conservation Team. call Smdra at 243-
3180 between 8-4.30. Remember the Backyard Conservation Team 
Meetmg. March 22nd, 6 30 to 7 30 p m • at the Farruly Table Restaurant 
m Atlantic 

-·I' 
JOHN DEERE 
1560 NO-TILL 

DRILL 

A030 

Come see the most-complete line available 

~ The 1560 No-T11l Drill -
It s great for no-tlll and 
clean-hll. Gram capa01ty 
is now 3 1'2 bushels per 
foot (25-percent more than 
previous models) Plus. the 
box empties completely 

~ The 1530 Tru Vee " Drill -
Get the con ven1ence of a 
central-f1ll drill box Wlth 
the accuracy of planter 
openers. 

~ Tl1e 1520 In teg1 a1 Drill -
Big' capaCl ty and qw.ck 

mob1li ty keep you 
movmg Team with a 
1570 Coulter Cart for 
seeding through heavy 
res1due 

~ The 455 Folding Drill -
Delivers consistent seed 
placement. good seed-to­
sou contact. convenien t 
transport, and fast fillmg 

~ The 450 End-Wheel Dnll 
..... - Opt1ons let you adapt 

it for a var1ety of clean­
and minimum-till fields 

PUCK IMPLEMENT CO. 
WheN' sef'lliu has ITJ4de the difference sinu 1926~ 

hltp:/IJDDeahr.dure .com/Puckimp/.enunJ • 
MANNING 712-653-2574 OR 800-158 1 131 
AUDUBON 712-56J-4266 OR 800432- 1610 , .... 
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March Farm Monthly 

-

Spring prairie 
establishment 

• 

BY Michael L. White 
ISU Extension F1eld Crops Specialist 

Much of the native prairie establishment over the past few years in 
Iowa has occurred because of the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CR,P). Home and acreage owners are also establishing small praitie 
areas for the aesthetic and wildlife value. Many acreage owners have 
established native prairie areas to reduce their mowing time. 
Established pratnes need very little mamtenance. 

It takes special management and patience to establish a praine. Most 
nauve plant seeds must pass though spectfic envuonmental condit10ns 
before gemunatmg.. Pratne seed c;.an he dormant for several years 
before gerrrunating. Pattence 1s a necessary vutue for prairie establish­
ment. It is common for 3-5 years to pass before a prairie seechng is 
fully established. 

Site preparation is critical. Tillage and/or herbicides should be used 
to kill the present vegetation. Roundup (Monsanto) or Touchdown 
(Syngenta) are two herbicides commonly used to kill establisheQ..veg­
etatlOn. Spring applications should not be made until grasses and 
broadleaves get at least 8" of regrowth. This normally occurs during 
the last half of April. A firm seedbed is needed if tillage is used to pre­
pare the site. 

Employees at the Soil Conservation District Office in Cass County include: front row: (left 
to right) Sindra Jensen, Soil Conservationist; Alyce Lane, District Employee; and Connie 

Esbeck, State Secretary; back 
row: Gary Wolfe, State 

Very successful seedings have been established by just broadcasting 
the seed on the surface of the ground. :Surface broadcasting works well 
with frost seedings made from January through March. The broadcast 
seeding method is often used during spring and early summer on tilled 
ground. A flat harrow or packer is recommended to press seed into the 
ground and fmn the seedbed. Mixing the fluffy and light prairie seed 
wit!J cracked com or another carrier aids in the spreading process. . 
Special drills can also be used to plant prairie seed. These drills nor­
mally have a fluffer bar or oversized auger in the seed box to help the 
seed flow. Prairie seed should be planted approximately 1/4" deep and 
placed into a fmn seedbed . 

• 

PARTSCOUNTRYa 
PARTS FOR · ALL MAKES 

A new, close·to-home source for 
ag parts at surprisingly low prices 

• 

lntroducmg a ne\\ source for ag parts for all makes: Parts Country 
ar John Deere Th1s new lme offers parts for all makes of tractors, 
combmes, hay tools, tillage equipment, seeding tools, cutters, and 
mO\\ ers - at surpnsmgly low prices Next time you need parts, 
regardless of make, remember Parts Country at John Deere 

Parts Country at John Deere -
parts for all makes, all at one place 

JOHN DEERE 

McConn Equip Co. 
Massena 

800-543-7520 

Technician; Ed Seidel, District 
Conservationist; and Duane 
Ortgies, Soil Conservation 
Technician. 

Photo by Jennifer Nichols 
Most prairie professionals recommend no fertilizer when establish­

ing a prairie. Fertilizer tends to promote nonnative species and annual 
weeds. Weed control is a necessity. Plateau (BASF) is a very effective 
and commonly used herbicide used fot,residual weed control in prairie 
seedings. One needs to read the label closely. Not all prairie plants are 
tolerant to this herbicide. Several mowings during the first and second 

• 

. 
''SALUTING THE IOWA FARMERS'' 

"DETERMINED TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE THE 
"STEWARDSHIP" OF IOWA SOILS." 

FARMS ----- FARMLAND ----- ACREAGE ____ _ 
FARMLAND FOR SALE:--

55 - Acres Med Rolling. 50% Tillable. 50% Pasture. Good Fences 
Buildmg Site. E. Pott Co. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
240- Acres. High C.S.R. 236 Acres Cropland. Judson, Judson Colo. and 

Marshall Soils. Dryer Bms wffriple Stirators. 
A 'Complete Package' "Above Average" 

35,000 Bu Storage Capacity. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

ACREAGE-- 4/5-Bdr. 2-Story 'COUNTRY HOME' Full Vtew of the 
surroundmg Country from Two Porches and a Lg. Deck 1890 Sq Ft. 
Approx 28' x 14' Ltvmg and Dmmg Room Combmation Mod Knchen, 
New Smk, D W & Disposal Near New Bath Hardwood Floors New 
Furnace m 1997 Full Basement. 2-Car D Garage. Good Shop. 
w/Storage. 5-Acres, more Acres posstble. Griswold School Distnct. Thts 
Home and Property has been well taken care of and Mamtamed 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
NEW LISTING ACREAGE- 2- I. Acres MIL - 2758 L Ave 

Stanton, Ia 2- Bdr Ntce Kttchen. (Remodeled) w1th many Cupboards 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

ACREAGE: 5 .. Acres Bungalov, -Style. Home built in 1952. All new Int. 
Decor Full Basemont Gra!n bin- (X-Tra Income-) Ntce garages. Lg. 
Wmdbreak.s 

HOWELL REAL ESTATE 
GRISWOLD, IOWA 

JAMES (BUD) HOWELL- BROKER 
Office - 712-778-2242 or 866-420-9655 

Assoc. Brokers Steve Bergren -712-767-26-A 
Jim Fomstall - 712-482-6275 

season can also be used for weed 
control. Once established, burn­
ing the prairie in April once every 
3-5 years will help control woody 
vegetation and non-native plants. 
More information on prairie 
estabhshment can be obtained by 
contactmg the Cass County ISU 
Extension Office at (7 12)243-
2232. 

• 

Support 
your lo.cal 

farmer! 

• 
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1-M Budget 

. 

(Office Supplies/Expenses/Commissioners Expenses) 
July 1,1999- June 30, 2000 

~5>-()(} ~l<><:Clti()Il ••.•..••.•..•••.••••.•.•.•.. •.•.•.•.....•••••.••...•...•••.•.••.• 3;~.~:3~.!5~ 
Commissioners Mileage/Expenses . .. ................................... $1,241.60 
Office supplies/expenses . . ...... . ............. ....... ............... .846.59 
Reliil for State and national dues .................................... .650.()() 

. .. ····~~··· . -···· ....................•.. ..................................... s;~~~~-~!5 

III-M Budget 
(Conservation Practices) 

98-99 Allocauon .. . . .. ................................................... $94,395 81 
Cost-share warrants pcud . .. ............. : .................................. $94,395 .56 
(Penod covers July 1,1998 - December 31 , 2000) 
99-00 AJlocauon ... . . . ................................................... $58.108 56 
Cost-share warrants pcud .................. $58,108.56 
(Penod covers July 1,1999 - December 31 2000) 

00-01 Allocatlon .................... : .................... , ................... ... $125.280 56 
Cost-share warrants pcud ......... . . . ............................. $48,349.34 
Obligated funds for conservatton practtces ........................ 63,947.37 
... ··• .•. . ....... . . ... ........ ........ . . .. . . . .......................... $1 J 2 .296. 71 
Balance of Unobhgated funds . . ... . .. .. .............. $12,983 29 
(Penod covers July 1, 20()()- December 31. 2000) 

No-Interest Loan Fund 
2 000 All oca tl on . . . . . . . . . . . . ................................. $1 0. 000. ()() 
Cost-share warrant pcud for structure .................................. $10,000 ()() 

2000 REAP FUNDS 
REAP-P (Practices) AJlocauon ..................................... .. 
Cost-share warrants pcud ... •. .. ..................... .. 
Balance of Unobligated REAP-P Funds 
(Penod covers July 1, 2000 through December 31, 20()()) 

$7,288 00 
562.50 
.$6,725.50 

REAP-F (Forestry/Native Grass) AJlocatton ..................... $1,849 ()() 
Obligated funds for wmdbrea.ks ........ .... .. ........................... $?()() 
Balance of Unobligated REAP-F Funds) ............................. $1,149.()() 

Balance on hand July 1,1999 .................................................. $898. 71 
Receipts: • 
1-M Fund Reimbursement ............................................... . $3,030 73 

320.561 93 
2.544.05 

Watershed.s ....... , ........................ .............................. , ........ . 
Payroll of District Employee ............................................ . 
Misc.ellaneous .. . ............. . ... ..... ........................................... $36.52 

... ... .............. ··············································•······················ . $:327,071 .94 
Expenditures. 
Commisstoners . ......................................................... ....... $1, 113 70 
Posta.ge ... .. . .............................. ........................... ...... 159 32 
Wate.I"Sbed.s . . ..... . . .. ..... . ..•...................................•... 320,561 93 
Payroll of Distnct Employee .............................................. 2,544.05 
Miscellaneous .. . .... . .. ,.... ......................................... .. 993 94 
.. ······ ... ·•·• . . . . .... .... ..... . .... . ..................................... .$325,372.94 

Balance on hand June 30, 2000 . ........................................ ~~~.37~.~~ 

• 

• 
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SOUTHWEST IOWA'S NEWEST FACTORY 
AUTHORIZED FUEL INJECTION SHOP 

• Injection Pumps • Nozzles • Turbos 
• Performance Enhancement Products 

• Glow Plug Systems 
• Troubleshooting • Drive-In Service 

E-mail diesel1 @redoak.heartland.net 
South end of Red Oak 

Rex Varilek, Owner 

*Not affiliated wath Red' Oak Diesel Clinic, Inc. 
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Putt in Tree.s to ork ... 
We have always known the benefits of a wind­

break around a farmstead, but have you ever consid­
ered planting trees to protect your livestock? When 
planted as wmdbreaks or living barns, trees can 
reduce wind veloctty as much as 70 percent, greatly 
dinumshmg the effect of cold temperatures on live­
stock. This can significantly lower stress on animals 
and reduce feed energy reqmrements. The benefits 
fanners receive mclude better animal health, lower 
feed costs, and greater financtal gain During sum­
mer months, trees can reduce livestock stress by pro­
vtdmg coohng shade and protection from hot wmds. 

• 
Trees help reduce offensive odors and reduce air-

borne dust from concentrated livestock areas as well, 
Trees in an agncultural setting provtde greater plant 
diversity, making for a healthier ecosystem. 

The Cass County SWCD started a trees sales pro­
gram begmmng January 1 The trees are sold pri­
manly for wmdbreak purposes but there are no 
restncttons on where they are planted or who may 
purchase them Cost-share IS avatlable each year, up 
to a maxtmum of $700 to mstall a wmdbreak on your 
farmstead or acreage Call 712-243-3180 to see if 
you quahfy 

Support your local farmer! 

CET YOUR CASE IN 
P.LANTER IN A-1 

CONDITION NOW ... 
AT PRE-SEASON SAVINCS! 

-

SAVE 

Point/ 
Shoe 
Planter~ 

Kit 

UP TO 39% 
• 

• I 
l 

PLANTER PARTS CHECKLIST $ 95 

1 CJ Press vVheel ltre 
2 :J Press wheel beartng 
3. :J Press wheel r m 
4. :'J Cove·tng d1so< etssen1bly 

. 5. 0 Otsk opcnar sf~oc ~sscmuly 
6. 0 Seed defector 

Gauge \Vheel Tire 

7 A. 0 LH dtsk open e .. e1sscmbly \ i :~6 ~~c' 1 

---------------------------------78. 0 RH d sk opener assembly RH & LH $ 2040 8 0 Firmmg ootnt JUST 

9 0 Gau£e wheel busnmg Disk Openers 
10 0 Gauge v1heel beClnng • .\ssembly 
~ 1 0 Gauge wheel tire \\'ith Bearing 
12 0 Gauge wheel run '"'~"c. :1 

13 U Mar~ar drsk assembly '"·h~IC'>~l 

COOD THRU MARCH S1 .. 

AVOCA IMPLEMENT CO, INC. 
WEST ON HWY 83 • AVOCA, lA 51521 • 712-343-6351 • 1·800-782-9978 

GREENFIELD IMPLEMEN.T CO. 
GREENFIELD , lA 50849 • 515-743-6113 •1-800-?.47-2090 

• 
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Great plains . 
no-till drill for rent 

With the help of grants from the buffer initiatives program through 
the State of Iowa and the local Pheasants Forever, the Cass County Soil 
and Water Conservation District was able to purchase a Great Plains 
grassland drill. Already before the end of the year, much interest was 
shown m renting the drill by landowners and operators to plant native 
grasses on CRP land. The rental rate has been established at $10/acre 
with a non-refundable $50 deposit and a $25 minimum usage charge. 
To inquire about the drill or to sign an application to rent the drill, call 
the Cass County SWCD office 712-243-3180 or stop in the office at 
503 West 7th Street, Suite 1, Atlantic. 

Faaa-Joraenaen, Ina. 

. ' 

Avooa, Iowa 
1-600-524-9140 

· · · "We Make It Work" 

Your· Southwest Iowa Truck 
Headquarters 

All Makes 
For Your 
Farming 
Needs! 

, 

• 

·March Farm Monthly 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Simmons (pictured above) share their love of the land with 6th graders 
to help them learn about conservation. 

Photo contributed 
' 

Students learn about conservation 
Each spring for the past several years the sixth grade students from the Atlanuc Mtddle School have expe­

rienced soil conservation pracuces up close and personal while v1siung the Ralph Simmons· farm north of 
Wiota. The students, within a quarter mile section, can see the conservation management practices of con­
tour planting, tree plantings, conservation tillage, grass waterways, terraces, buffer strips, an earthen dam 
with a pond and evidence of crop rotation. The Soil Conservation District and the the local Department of 
Natural Resources arrange various sessions that the 125 sixth graders rotate through on th1s day long outing 

The students are able to walk along the terrace to see how the water ts diverted so little s01l IS taken. They 
see how the shortened slopes slow down the racing water. The plants of the buffer stnps, the grass water­
way, and the grassy border around the pond are examined to view the root system and how that system and 
the blades of grass slow down the water and move It cleanly down the hill. 

Evidence of various animals native to this area can be found. The students learn how these animals help 
the environment and how sometimes their activities might be harmful to the environment. The vanous types 

of fish found in the pond are on 
display, and the students discover 
the value of fish to the pond 
ecosystem. The cleanliness of the 
water can be determined by the 

~ CONSTRUCTION 

type of little cntters that are found . 
The students are able to sample the 
water and Identtfy the "good" and 
the " not so good" organisms. 

Authorized Dealer For Farm and Commercral Pole Buildings 
A session on backyard conser­

vation points out to the students 
what can be done m an urban set­
ting to make our area more envi­
ronmentally fnendly. 

Jack l. Jensen 
(712) 243-1716 

HARLAN 
BUILDERS 
INCORPORATED 

A A. 2 - Box 139 
Atlantic, lA 50022 

Take a look at our lineup of mrd·mount Mow'n Machines from 
Woods. Each features zero-radius capabrlity, superior cut greater 
comfort. and easter operatmg controls. In fact no one has a brgger 

better lineup of out·front mrd·mount and 
residential zaro·radius mowers than Woods. 

They're all nght here. 
Come in and test drive one today! 

The mcst complete line of 
zero-radius mowers and attachments Nelson Farm Supply 

woc:;s, Harlan, lA 
712-755-3115 • 1-aoo-n2-o184 

Make the News 
Telegraph your 

advertising 
choice! 
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7th and 8th . 
Grade · 
Students 
invitea ·to " 

Intennediate 
4--H Leck:.m 

••Express Yoursetr' ls the 
theme of the lock-in planned 
for students in tne 7th and 8th 
mdes. The lock-in will begin 
Saturday evening. March 31 
and firiish early Sunday morn­
ing. April 1. This aU-night 
event will be held at the 
Community Center in Oakland 
and be adult chaperoned. The 
Southwest Iowa Area 4-H 
Council is planning the activity 
and wall focus on communica­
tion skills and is open to both 
4-H and non-4-H youth. 

According to Julie Hering. 
Youth Program Coordinator. 
~'The 1ock -in will provide an 
opportunity for youth to make 
new friends, practice basic 
communication skills~ develop 
healthy relationships, and have 
fun. It will include lots of 
hands-on learning experiencest 
games, food~ movies, and 
music. The area council mem­
bers take their responsibility as 
positive role models very seri­
ously and look forward to shar­
ing their leadership and com­
munication skills with this age 
group." 

Claire l'A'asker, Neola, and a 
veteran council member. was 
involved in a. similar event last 
year. She say~, ~e look .. in is 
a great way for junior high kids 
to have fun in a safe environ .. 
ment. We want to provi.de a 
chance for them to mak'e new 
friends from arowtd the area 
and learn the ~rtance of 
exptessing themselVe$ in posi­
tive ways#~• 

Tyson Robinso~ Mindy 
Euken, Amy ~ Brian 
Fager and Katie Kucera a«' 
members of the Southwest 
Iowa Area 4-H Council repre­
senting Cass (;ounty. They are 
helping plan this lock-in and 
look forward to carpooling 
with any Cass County youth 
interested in attending. 

Registration fonns are avail­
abl~ from the ISU Cass Cuunty 
EXtension Office at 243-1132. 
Forms and a $5 non-refundable 
registration fee are due March 
20. 

Make the .News 
Telegraph your 
news choice! 
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BY Michael L. White 
ISU Extension Field Crops Specialist 

Frost seeding legumes and/or grasses into established pastures is an 
inexpensive method to increase pasture productivity. February through 
early March is an excellent time to do this. The freezing and thawing 
action of the soil along with raindrop splash provides the soil covering 
for the seed. Timely rainfall in April and May is probably the most crit­
ical factor for a successful frost seeding. 

All commonly groWI1 legumes can be established by frost seeding. 
Medium red clover, alsike clover, and ladino clover tend to establish 
quicker than alfalfa, birdsfoot trefoil, and crownvetch. Grasses can also 
be frost seeded, but often are less successful than legumes. The grasses 
best suited for frost seeding includes orchardgrass, timothy, tall fescue, 
and bromegrass. Switchgrass, a warm season prairie grass is also very 
adapted to frost seeding. 

One or two early grazings or mowings to reduce the established pas­
ture competition the frrst year will increase the success rate of a frost 
seeding. Broadcasting the seed with fertilizer is not recommended. 
Fertilizer increases the competition of the established pasture at the 
expense of the frost seeding. 

Thickening a stand with a mixture of gras~es and legumes has many 
positives. Mixed pasture stands are more disease and pest resistant and 
will still produce under varying weather conditions. Legumes added to 
an existing grass pasture will increase production, protein, and average 
daily gain. Legumes established into a grass pasture can completely 
eliminate the need for nitrogen ferttlizer. A 35 percent legume compo­
nent can replace 100 120 pounds of added nitrogen per acre. More 
information on frost seeding can be obtained at the Cass County ISU 

Jay Nelson~ 
Construction 

• Bulldozing • Terracing • Clearing • Waterways • General Earthwork 
• Building Site Grading • Excavating • Backhoe 

3234 Falcon Ave. Home (712) 549-2277 
Atlantic, lA 50022 _ Mobile (712} 249-0534 

TRACTORS 
Ford 8670 MFD 1,000 hrs 

• 

Ford 8630 2-WD 3,000 hrs 
Ford 8970 MFD 1,900 hrs 
Ford 7810 MFD 700 hrs 
Ford 77 40 MFD 4,000 hrs 

Ford TW 15 4,500 hrs 
Ford TW-30 2-WD 
Ford 1220 MFD, Mower 
N H 170 Skid Loader 

PLANTERS 
1999 Kinze 2000 6-30-11 Kinze Double Fraroo 12-20 JD 1760 8-30 Wing Fold 
1999 Kinze 2600 16-30-31 Kinze Double Frame 6-30 JD 750 15' No-Till Drill 
1998 Kinze 2700 36-20 JD 7000 12-30 Flex JO 1770 16-30 
1998 Kinze 2600 12-30-23 JD 1760 12-30 Flex Case 5400 t;_zy Soy Spectal 
1998 Kinze 2500 8-30-15 JD 1780 12-30-23 Black Machine 12-30-15 
1993 Kinze 2300 12-30-23 Black Machine 8-36-18 

USED EQUIPMENT 95 White 6100 8-36-1 

Kinze 1040 
Kinze 840 w/scales 
Kinze 640 

NH 855 Bailer 
NH 499 Haybine 

Extension Office. Ca11 712-243-1132 and ask for "Improving Pasture 
by Frost Seeding" Pm-856 (no charge). You can also fmd this publica­
tion at this ISU Internet address: http://www.extension.iastate 
.edu/Pages/pubsl 

. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina­

tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, nation­
al origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori­
entation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative for­
mats for ADA clients. To ftle a complaint of discrimination, write 
USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th 
~d Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
202-720-5964. 

• 
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Left to right: Mick Sager, Dennis Nelson & Tom Wittrock 

~~ .... See Dennis & Tom for All your parts & -
service needs! Wlltctl for upcoming ads... 

for. parts & service specials ___ ,__ 

Vetter Equipment 
1871 Hwy. 71 • Audubon, Iowa • 712-563-4219 
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Senior Scholarship Recipient 
I • 

Ashley Blake, daughter of 
Randy and Chns Blake, rural 
Wtota, was the reciptent of the 
$300 Muller and Fudge Memonal 
Scholarship m 2000. Ashley 
graduated from Atlant1c Htgh 
School m May 1999 and has set 
htgh goals for herself Her plans 
are to pursue a career in agricul­
tural health or soctal servtces 
Ashley enjoys mustc and was 
very acttve m both band and 
chotr Some of her extra cumcu­
lar actlvttles m addtuon to band 
and vocal mustc included, show 
chotr, ptano, drams. French Club, 
National Honor Soctety, Student 
Council, 4-H, cross-country, and 
tenms. Community services were 
numerous as well. Ashley was a 
Sunday School teacher, helped 
with the Red Cross Bloodmobile, 
Student Council Food Pantry 
Dnve, Wiota Booster Club volun­
teer, township cemetery clean-up, 
NHS volunteer baby sittmg ser­
vtce, Co-chair of Adopt-a­
Family, decorations and cleanup 
for school dances and many other 
volunteer services. 

NEUU HOL D 
CUSTO ER APPRECIATIO 
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2 WEEKS • MARCH 19 "!' 31ST 

6000 
6000 

LS 55 
GT22 

ZT 18 

10o/o Discout 
on part • 2 weeks 

19th-31st 

Reduced Priceing on 
New Hiniker Row 

... crop Cultivators 

Pre Season Prices 
on Riding Lawn 

Mowers 

SfECIAL PRICE o 
Kznze Repair Planter 

~ Parts up to 33% OF 

Hiniker No-Til Row Crop Cultivators 
List 

6R 30' $9, 192 
8R 30' $11.609 ' 

New Holland Riding Lawn Mowers 
19 HP Hydrostate 48" Deck 
22 HP Hydrostate 52" Deck 

Bush Hog Zero Thrn Mower 

$5713 
$8419 

18 HP 54" Decil $8471 

Lindeman Tractor Inc. 
W. 7th Street, Atlantic, IA 

712-243-3735 
• 

Sale Price 
$4,500 
$5.500 

$4,275 
$6.900 

$6,900 

• 

March Farm Monthly 
• 

Retiring Commissioners 

Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners who are retiring from the board are Jim 
Smith (left) and Jim Joretan. 

Photo by Jennifer Ntcho/s 

Make the News Telegraph 
your news source 

• 

The secret to house hunting? · 
It's all in the wrist. 

www.century 21.com 

NEW LISTINGs· 
ACREAGES FOR SALE 

NEW ON THE MARKET! 4 ACRES mil located west of Atlantic 
Stately farm home with character. Attached 2 car garage 
Includes some out-buildings Priced at only 90,0001 Contact 
Lana at the offtce or at 243-1957. MLS# 910 

20 ACRES m/1 in Grant Townshtp, Cass County. Development 
potential. Easy access to c1ty utilities. Located adJacent to Lake 
Anita State Park. Contact Peggy for details. MLS# 126 

7 ACRES mil located west of Atlantic. N1ce modem home w1th 
many out buildings 1ncludrng a large storage/machtne shed 
Contact Peggy at the off1ce or at 243-5356. MLS# 200011 

1 0 ACRES m/1 located south of Atlanttc. Turn of the century 
home with numerous outbuildings. Pnced at only $75,500 
Contact Catherine at the office or at 243-5632. MLS# 457 

6.4 ACRES m/1 located north of Anita. Enjoy peaceful country • 
living in this updated ranch. Easy access to 1-80. Contact Lana 
243-1957. MLS# 706 

We have other parcels for sale. Our inventory changes datlyl 
Contact the CENTURY 21 Dement Realty agent of your chotce 
for more information. 

( F IIIU~21 
I .. 

Dement Realty 
1706 E 7th Street Atlan1Jc, Iowa 

712-2 43.:'2017 
1-800-798-5975 
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