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It has been our observation that the work of the district has progressed
very well during the last years The distriet has cooperated in making & number
of events very successiul.

A two day leader's training school was held Janusry 26 to 26 with a total
attendance of 80, An appeal was made to younger farmers in the coumty and most
of the group consisted of representatives of the Young larried Folks group,

L=H olub lesders and eight or ten older L= sclub members.

Subject material was presented by members of Extension and Soil Censervation
Service stalf, assisted by loeal farmers snd representatives of outside districts.
The highlight wes a presentation by Jim Wallace who has been in charge of
experimental farms of Iowa State College.

An example of how the information presented in these training schools take
effect was discovered on a visit to the Charles Tonkinson farm in Washington
townshipe Charles had attended the firet training school four years age. In
the spring of 1951, he will complete putting his farm on the five year coran,
corn, oats and two years of adfalfa~bromegrass rotation that was suggested by
George Broming at thet meeting. It wes surprising and very pleasing to dis~
cover, in talking to farmers, that they followed the information received at
these training sechools, the visits of the farm plamner, extension director and
otherse Farms were being put on a sound rotation supplemented with the use of

erosion econtrol practices
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The extension director spent several days visiting farmers in the Geode
lake Vatershed Ares, comprising about one~half of Danville towship. Approxi-
mately 90% of the landowners filed requests for farm plans with the distriocte
These visits were made in the spring of the year and the farm plamner began
work with those who had mot filed previously, in the falls Specisl sffort
was made here to get conservation on the farms %o prevent siltiag inte the
200 acres of lake in Geode State Park.

The seils tour was made in June with LO people present.

Another event in which the distrioct cooperated was the soil conservetion
contest sponsored by the Burlington Chamber of Commerce. This was climaxed
by & farm institute and a banguet on Descember 6 Recognition awards were given
to 10 farmers for excellent conservation work in some phase of the program sad
to four families as outstanding conservetionists during 1950. Hearly 200
people attended the institute and banquet.

The distriot helped with s field day sponsored by the Veteran's Class
of the Mediapolis high school. A wide variety of conservetion practices were
demonstrated ineluding terracing, waterway shaping, sodding, gully work, bullde
ing structures, tiling, pasture renovation and pond building. Equipment was |
arranged for hy the vetersns and the nearby equipment dealers. Veterans
operated most of the units and handled most of the detaila. Over 1000 people
were in attendance. .

The local deily paper, the Burlington Hawkeye Gasette cooperated with the
distriot very nicely again during the year featuring articles snd pictures of
farmers who had doune outstending conservation work or are deing good conser-

vation work on their farms.
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Presentation of some phase of the soil conservetion program was made at
seven tomship meetingse The special sctivity for L-H clubs in 1950«51 club
year is soll conservetions Twelve other news stories were written or published
on the general pheses of soil improvement not bearing directly on conservation
practices.

Through the assistance of Robert Gray, District Extension Dirsctor in
Soils for 8 southesst lowa counties, four nitregen fertiliser tests om corn, 3
fertilizer tests on alfalfa and 1 rather complete test on alfalfa wers conducted
in the county. Three fertilizer meetings were held with two other mestings
bearing on the general phase of good soil improvement. 7,000 asres were tested
by the county soils laboratory eperated by the Des Heines Cownty iara Serviee
Companye U0 quick tests for limestone end phesphate were conducted in the
Extension Director's ofiice. Vhile the above activivies ald Qot apply directly
to the soil saving practices, they contributed to betier soils mansgemente. In
each of the five meetings held, although the use of fertiliser was the subject
the speaker had, all the other soil improvement practices, inecluding ercsion
sontrol were emphasized.

At the Farm Institute, December 6, & program wee launched to inorease the
average corn yield in the county %o 100 bushels per scre by 1965 This program
wng approved and back by the soils distriot commissioners, the county Farm
Bureau board and a speeial committee composed of seven men, inecludings F. 8.
Yotter, Distriot Conservationist; H. L., Caldwell, President of the county
Farm Bureaus Wm. Re Parrott, Chairmen of the extension program planning
committesy Valter Swank, Chairmwan of the county 4=H Cludb committee; liorace
Sutton, Jre., Soil District Dreasurer; George Eversmen, PUA Chairmen; Vie
Siems, Chairmsn of the Chamber of Commerce Agricultural Committes. Robert
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Gray, Extension Soils Specialist in eight counties and the Exteansion Director
served as advisors to the committee. The goal of 100 bushels by 1965 received
considersble publicity im the county and some state-wide noticees The program
was planned to bring to the attention of farmers all the phases that go into &
good soils management program using eorn as a yardstick to measure soil fertile.
itye This gosl and the publieity were planned to fire the imagination of the
sverage farmer and to stimulate action that would involve the use of all good
soil improvement prectices on each farm in the county to reach its objective.

The Yarmouth Adult Hight School has devoted several meetings to soil
conservation. The Veteran's Class at liedlapolis has given a lot of attention
to good conservation messures and neerly ha.f the elass have farm plans or are
sbout ready to work out plans.

We believe that the thing thet pays offis when the farmers see it for
themselves and we are getilng enough seattered around so they ean really take
& good looke MNost people take to new things kind of slowly.

In reviewing the plans in operstion more than half the cooperators pave
gone beyond what was set out in the origisal plans. A few have been slow to
start and & few haven't kept quite in line but nearly everyone has novid shead
and has made some improvemente

The commissioners are 'oenﬂm“ they are on the right tracke As we get
people to use lime and fertilizers right, get the right rotations established
and use the proper erosion control messwres the land will responds One oute
standing example is on the Hugh Jamison farm, where the fertility has beem built
up over many years. Un his oats fields he closed off half the spouts on the drill
80 it was rowed at 1l inches apart. iHe sowed one bushel of oats and harvested
over 85 bushels per acre. The logume mixture of alfalfe, alsike and red clover
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was the best im the neighborhood this falles The other two commissioners also
earried on their programs with outstanding results. Many more faurmers are
conselous of the need for more grasses and legumes and the increase of good
gress waterweys has been great.

The distriot built & set of conerete forms for low head dems %o loan %o
fermers. As & result s dozen struetures were added in 1950. Other layout showed
inereasge over previous years. Wildlife was given a boost by the planting of
12,000 multiflora rose plants.

Ackmowledgement is given to all persons and agencies thet s ve helped
to promote the distriet program. Some of them imve been mentioned in the body
of this report but we want especially to mention kr. Eyre, Extension lirestor,
who has esrried on & wholesome edusational programs to Ray He Audsley, farm
planner end Grant Stevenson, his ald of the Soil Conservetion Service. Ve
mention also the Chamber of Commerecs, Veteran's Class, implement dealers,
Puliehe, Dos Moines County Sportsman's Club, State Conserwation Commission
and others who have helped.

The speeial state funds permitted employment of extra help which inereased
the layout and planninge They also permitted more contacts with farmers.

Looking ahead the district is in good eondition. We sre not getiing as
much done perheaps &8s we should but everyshing seems %0 be in a healthy con-

ditione
Hespeotiully submitted,

Des loines County Soil Conservetion Distriet
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s/ Howard Gieoselmsn
3 oward Cisgelman, Chelrman



