Can Be Saved With Soil Conservation

by Ferd Kvidera
Farm Editor
Union Grove Lake, south of
Aadbrook, had its

ning
i the ression of the
830s. The CCC, Civilian Con-
stvation Corps, had been
wmed and so was put to
ork building a lake on the
pper reaches of Deer Creek in
pring Creek Township.
The men were

They
ved st home, and were
-ought to the job every
orning at 8 o'clock and
orked until 4.

The dirt for the dam was
‘ought from the creek banks
orse deawn 8coops or
oops drawn with small trac-
rs, and then was put in place
i tamped all with hand la-
IS
As Doc Osborne, retired
adbrook veterinarian re-
Us, they were a rough bunch
men, but they could work.
.those days a man didn't
ye much of a choice — he
her worked and earned
\ges to feed his family, or
in't work, and they starved.
Oshorne reminisced about a
mstead on the west side of
2 lake which was a dairy
m before construction and
2 subsequent filling wiped it
t. The farmhouse had &
ring in the basement, and
e farmer kept his milk in
@t spring water until deliv-
¢, and the milk stayed very
|d at any time of the year.
The corn crib from that
um was moved to the oppo-
¢ side of the lake and re-
sdeled into a house, where it
still in use today, owned by
joc™ Schaeferle

The Lake Park and Holding
rporation, Ine., took over
atrol of the lake for »
mber of years, and then the
wa State Conservation
ymmission purchased the
te and 25 feet of shoreline
»und tha lake for the sum
$10,000.

The corparations’s only
her income was a royalty of
« cents a cubic yard of lime
jne taken from & quarry on
éir property. The Marietta
irporation subsequently
rchased some land to the
rth of the lake to continue
kir quarrying activity, and
den they closed that down,
ey sold 1156 acres of that
nd to the Lake Park corpor-

ation.

During the month of Aug-
ust this year, the farmland in
this tract was terraced, using
parallel narrow base terraces,
to protect the fairly steep
slopes and prevent silt from
flowing into the lake from
their own property. Otis
Hilmer of Dysart did the ter-
race work.

There has been concern
about the lske filling with silt
for a number of years. Several
years ago the lake was drained
in an attempt to clean it out,
but after several jetties were
built along the north side, a
bulldozer was buried in the
mud, so after it was extricated
the project was dropped and
the lake reflooded

John Nicholson, district soil
conservationalist, whose
grandfather was one of the
CCC boys who built the lake,
estimates that 50 tons per
acre of silt washes into the
lake each year from the
watershed, and that it will
take a half million dollars of
cost share money to slow this
down to 10 tons or less per
acre.

If the siltation continues at
the present pace, the lake will
become & marsh in less than
30 years.

Three years ago the EPA
had a clean lakes program, so
asked the Conservation Com-
mission to establish a priority
list of the 107 most important
public lakes in lowa. Union
Grove came to the top of the
priority list and has remained
there.

As & result of this, a feasi-
bility study was made of the
problems of the lake and pos-
sible eolutions to the prob-
lems. The EPA provided
$100,000 of the money, the
Conservation Commission
provided $22,000, and the
Luke Park and Holding Cor-
poration provided $13,000.

The feasibility study has
been completed, with the pro-

osals that the watershed

ind be protected so that silt
will not flow into the lake, and
after this is done, a dredge will
be brought in to pump the silt
out of the lake into the
abandoned quarries on the
north side,

Since it costs from $5,000
to $20,000 per surface acre of
water to construct a new lake,
it is much more economical to
renovate existing lakes, and

PN

BUILDING TERRACES — Otis Hilmer bullds terraces

above Union Grove Lake

'

the Conservation Commission
feels that the entire job can be
done for $1 million, but
they're not bringing in the
dredge until the watershed
land is protected by struc-
tures and practices to reduce
siltation.

After the lake was drained
several years ago, a few of the
farmers in the watershed re-
alized that it was their soil in
the bottom of the lake, and so
got right to work terracing
their land. The majority of the
farmers, though, have done
nothing to stop erosion

0 try to convince them,
the Lake Park and Holding
Corporation  hired  Frank
Schaller of Ames to come into
the area and talk to the
farmers. Schaller is a retired
Extension agronomist who
worked in the Four Mile Creek
project, and is a man who
loves the soil. He began work
in the Union Grove Lake wa-
tershed in June, contacting
each farmer individually, tell-
ing him what could be done
and why it is wise to work at
soil conservation

He has accomplished by his
“eyeball to eyeball” presenta-
tions what group meetings
failed to do, and has changed
the attitude of ‘‘somebody
else should be doing some-
thing about this erosion” to
“what can I do to help?"’ A
large number of farmers are
now interested in handling
their land in a conservation
method, and are interested ir
working with their neighbora
where the problem crosses
fencelines,

Schaller and the directors of
the Lake Park . Corporation

!

GARY HILLMER AND‘,!‘DBIN WISNER

Soil Survey Ilnderwnyin Tama County

Tama County kicked off its
four-year soil survey at the
Toledo Park on Thursday,
Sept. 15, during a ‘“First
Acre'’’ ceremony.

State and federal soil con-
servationists joined city and
county officials in the
commemorative ceremony,
marking a major update of the
outmoded soil survey pub-
lished in 1950.

The brief ceremony marked
the first acre to be included in
the Tama County soil survey,
The soil survey team, under
the direction of Robin Wisner,
will map all 460,800 acres of
Tama County.

The soil surveyors will now
walk across all the land in the

county, observing its charac:

teristics and patterns on the
land. The information will
recorded on  aserial photo-
graphs. Copies of each photo-
graph will be available in the
county  Soil Conservation
ice,
After the fi

is com-

feel that they are
their goal of at least 85 per-

maps will be

pleted, the soil
b d and distributed to

cent ¢ 50 that they
can be assured of the lake
being dredged.

The directors do not plan on
just sitting back once the lake
is renovated. They already
have a master plan for build-
ing a golf course on either the
land which they have just ter-
raced, or possibly on reclaimed
land which will be made avail-
able by the silt which will be
pumped out of the lake.

They have a very optimistic
view of the future for the
Union Grove neighborhood in
looking for a clean lake and
recreational area.

As Paul Klinefelter says,
“Taking 8 negative attitude is
for the birds, not for the fish.”

WORKING FOR LAKE — Doc Osborne, Frank Schaller and Paul Klinefelter are
| ptimistic about getting enough cooperation to save Union Grove Lake.

county residents.

The work will be completed
by three soil scientists, Robin
Wisner, Gary Hillmer and Al
Younk. All are employees of
the USDA-Soil Conservation
Service, and will be located in
Toledo.

Wisner said the actual field
sampling and mapping will
slslrt in Lincoln Township this
fall.

According to Wisner, the
soil scientists will be deli-
neating the difficult soils on
aerial photographs. To help
them make judgments on soil
type, they will bore a 1'" hole
42" deep with a hand probe
and examine the soil. Every
acre of land in Tama County
will be examined in such a
fashion over the next five

years.

Lincoln area farmers should
be looking for Robin, Gary.
and Al this fall, as contacts
will be made by letter con-
cerning their mapping inten-
tions.

According to John Nichol-
son, District Conservationist
with SCS, farmers are en-
couraged to welcome the soil
scientists onto their farms. He
said the value of an up-to-date
soil survey will be invaluable
for many reasons.

This project is being jointly
funded by Tama County, the
State of Iowa, and the Federal
Government.  Cooperative
agencies involved include the
Soil Conservation Service, the
Cooperative Extension
Service, Towa State
University and the Iowa
Department of Soil Conser-
vation

Tama County is the 92nd in
the state to begin its modern
soil survey, and is part of a 40-
year-long modern soil survey

"“Timber Management Field Day"’
Planned Oct. 6 At Hickory Hills

mber Manageme:

Field Day will be lfeld ::
Hickory Hills Park, north of
Dysart, on Thursday, Oct. 6,
from 10 . m. to 4 p. m., hosted
by the Black Hawk County
Conservation Board and the
Extension Office.

The program will begin
the group shelter m? ll::
park’s west side. The mornin,
program will cover properties,

essing and uses of native
er, v drying,
selecting and finishing

There will be & catered
lunch for 83 per person, and
the afterncon program will
deal with forestry, chain saw

safety, nest structures for
wildlife, income tax treatment
of timber sales and safety of
wood burning.

Following these will be a
tour of the woods with
discussions on old growth bur
oak stands, walnut estab-
lishment and care, firewood
processing and stand
improvement, walnut pruning
for veneer logs and rejuvena
tion of open areas for timber
and/or wildlife.

Registration is requested
&s space is limited. For more
information contact the Black
Hawk County Extension
Service, 1022  West Fifth
Street, Waterloo 50702

ogram, which will soon be
eted in lowa, according
to Goreld Miller, Towa State

Uniyecsity extension agron-
omist. Although the surveys
‘be done soon, Miller says
ocess of updating those
surveys has just begun

By 1989 modern soil sur-
are scheduled to be
ed in 97 and perhaps all
8816wa counties, Miller says.
Sutvey fieldwork has already
completed in three-
Mrths of the counties. Of
counties, 80 percent
published modern soil
ey reports; published
rts for the remaining
ties will be available

in the next four years.
ieldwork for the modern
soil survey probably will peak
Because no new
eys are scheduled to

Cooperative
y to provide more
b¢ support. for existing
eys

.

When the fieldwork is com-
pleted, Miller says the soil sur-
vey process will not stop
because existing soil survey
information must be updated
continually to keep resource
materials  accurate  and
reliable.

In addition to updating in-
formation about lowa's soil
resources, Miller says the
Towa Cooperative Soil Survey
must work to ‘repackage’
that information in a form

that will be most useful to

landowners and users, For in-
stance, when the present
round of modern county soil
surveys began in the 1950s,
Miller said there was no need
to interpret soil properties for
herbicide use and meanage-
ment. Because of more inten-
sive use of farm chemicals,
lowa farmers now need access
to information that rates soil
in terms of herbicide sensitiv-
it
yomer types of information
land users will need in the
next five, 10 or 25 years may
not be included in the current
county soil surveys.

Bro Family Enjoys
Timbered Acres

by Ferd Kvidera
Farm Editor
When Howard Bro's oldest
*‘This is the most un-
ng farm in the
" Howard decided to
try to make it interesting, so
he planted some trees.

The farm had nine acres of
oak timber pasture on it, with
an additional seven acres
sloping to the southwest side,
s0 eight years ago he ordered
2100 pine trees and with the
aid of a tree planting machine,
he and his sons planted the
seven acres to four different
types of pines.

The planting was not the
greatest success as the year
was awfully dry, so the

rincep epplied to kill the
Bromeorchardgrass s
didn't get the job done. Quite
a few trees were lost that first
year. Replacement trees were
planted by hand the next five
years, and now the stand is
left to grow on its own. Bro
doesn’t have as many trees as
he would like, but they hit a
string of dry years which held
down survival of the

ings.

Howard lives about two
miles southwest of Montour in
Indian Village Township, and
this timbered area is a very
scenic place, with a view for
miles, so Bro's sons camped
out here many times.

Mark is a wildlife enthusi-
ast, and enjoys photographing

HOWARD BRO

and identifying the many trees which they have taken
birds attracted to the 16 acre out have been dead elms for
forest preserve. Since the firewood. A happy note is that
pines were planted, the forest the Dutch Elm disease didn't
is no longer pastured, and getallof the elm trees because
Howard says that it's there are still a number of live
amazing how fast the elms in there. Howard isn't
seedlings spring up from the interested in selling any trees,
forest floor. The same year and Mark hates to see any
that he planted the first pines, tree cut down
he also planted walnut seeds, Howard says there's not
which have produced trees too much economic value in
which are now at least 16 feet keeping the timber, but it's a
tall and growing fast. He also great spot for his children,
planted some seedling ash in and he feels that it's g
the timber. From the days of stewardship to preserve these
pasturing when one could see timbered areas. He has new
far into the timber, one cannot trees planted in his front lawn,
see very var now because of hackberries transplanted from
the undergrowth the forest preserve, and he

There are some marketable says, “When you plant a tree,
trees in there now, mostly oak you can see that you've done
and hackberry, but the only something.”

““lowa Soil 2000"’ Goes Statewide

An increase of 82.9 million
in cost-sharing funds an
legislative spproval for 21
new state conservation techni-
cians make it possible to bagin
implementation of the Towa
Soil 2000 program on & state-
wide basis, according to
James Gulliford, director of
the Jowa Department of Soil
Conservation.

Under this cost-sharing pro-
gram, state funds complement
federal assistance offered
through the Agriculture
Conservaticn Program (ACP)
end special targeting efforts
of the US. Department of
Agriculture to deal with areas
of severe and critical erosion.

This money is used to reim-
burse landowners for 50

ercent of the cost of install-
ing permanent soil conserva-
tion practices. As a condition
of receiving funds, they agree
to maintain practices like
terraces, grass waterways and
sediment control basins for &
period of 20 years.

The Iowa program is
administered through the
state’s 100 soil conservation
districts. Five elected com-
missioners set priorities and
approve project applications
under state administrative
rules and program guidelines.

he state-funded cost-share

Dick Pulse Has Devoted 40 Years
To Promoting Soil Conservation

by Ferd Kvidera
Farm Editor

“It's been discouraging at
times,”" says Dick Pulse, of
the 40 years which he has
been watching soil erosion,
with the problem getting
worse instead of better.

Pulse, Tama County Ex-
tension director, first became
concerned with soil conserva-
tion in the mid 1940s when he
was @& vocational agriculture
teacher at Delhi. There was a
lot of rolling land in the area
and it was easy to observe ero-
sion, 80 his teaching included
field trips pointing out erosion
and conservation.

His interest in proper soil
use came to the attention of
the newly formed Delaware
County Soil Conservation
District, 8o he was hired as
the district conservationist
This Was a job he thoroughly
enjoyed in that he helped 40
farmers develop complete
farm plans on proper soil use.
but after two years on the job
a vocational agriculture
teacher was needed in
Manchester, 8o he let himself
get talked into teaching egain

In 1948 he became a county
agent in Hardin County, and
has been Extension director

ama County for the pas
years. During all of his yea
in Extension, Dick has made
soil conservation a priority
item. and has seen a lot of dif

ferent things and different
ideas developed to increase
farmer interest and get them
to adopt practices to hold
their soil in place.

It hasn't been all discourag-
ing, however, as Pulse has
derived some real satisfaction
working with farmers who are
doing something about it, and
the number of people who
have worked, served on com-
mittees, hosted tours, and
have helped in trying to sell
conservation.

The Iowa State University
Extension Service has conser
vation as a high priority item
in both education and
research and this carries right
into the county priorities.
Research is going on with
weed control, placement of
fertilizer, planting equipment,
and various other aspects of
no-till and minimu ill
planting, and Dick sees that
the conservation tillage
approach has been the most
encouraging breakthrough
lately, although it's too early
to tell if the majority of
farmers will adopt it

lowa State Universit

y will

d 850 million for conservation Gulliford

program has provided nearly feedback has been positive,”
said “Most
since its beginning in 1978, landowners realize that the
Gulliford  said However, soil conservation practices
demand assistance has outlined in the folders would
always been nearly double be beneficial.’”

that of funds availsble. Based on this positive
During the 10-year history of feedback and because of
the program, nearly 36,500 increased assistance,
landowners have applied for Gulliford said all 100 of
assistance, and 20,675 of lIowa’s soil conservation
those received cost-share districts will begin distribu-
assistance. ting conservation folders next

The lowa Soil 2000 year,

program was established in
1980 to provide educational, &
financial and technical as- No-Till Furming
sistance to landowners to re- Increases In lowa
duce excessive soil erosion
from all land within the state The number of acres
by the year 2000. planted by no-till methods in
During the past year, two Iowa was up again this year,
pilot areas — in the eastern according to estimates from
Iowa districts of Dubuque, the USDA Soil Conservation
Jones and Winneshiek and the Service (SCS). Acres of corn
western lowa districts of and soybeans planted with no-
Cass, Page and [East till methods increased by
Pottawattamie - have more than 20 percent, even
initiated Iowa Soil 2000 though an acreage reduction
program efforts, These pilot program was in effect.
districts identified areas of The practice was used by
most concern and started 5594 farmers on 414,068
distributing conservation acres in 1983, compared to
folders that outline pertinent 4,467 farmers on 344,480
soil conservation information, acres in 1882, No-till acreage
available assistance and has more than quadrupled
obligations under Iowa law to since 1980, when about
tenants and landowners. 100,000 acres were planted by
“Overall, pilot project this method.

Ly

\
N
DICK PULSE

of the need for conservation, mental bodies, and it will be
and how far they still have to here also sometime in the
go, he describes it as future. Economics being what
chipping away st a they are, Dick doesn't see
mountain.” He looks forward enough voluntary conser-
to the time when the majority vation to get the job done.

of farmers are conservators of

/ I he says conser-
the soil rather than . the ' /Athough he says co

vation is “'something close to
situation  where, 1y heart,” and that Exten-
ive ot i oehing o © sion has the job of conserva
When ol Y ng. ey tion education, the big dif-
Y ¥ e ference in the long run will be
mandatory soil conservation (peTen M EE PPE SRR L
the future, he the time and interest in con

e thot it js Vvincing their neighbors

down the road.

e mejority of the

¢ of this nation realiz
t is happening to our soil
we'll have d use ir

The Extension Service can
conduct meeting after
meeting and not reach the
majority of the people, 8o it
will take the interested farmer

nfluence the majority who
don't attend the meetings
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Consider ‘84 Tillage, Fertilization,Crop Rot

Farmers must consider the
set-aside management deci-
sions they made this year
when they start planning for
1984. While plans for another
set-aside program are uncer-
tain, tillage, fertilization and
crop rotation decisions for next
year still should be made soon

Many producers planted
alfalfa or some other nitro-
gen-fixing forage legume on
their set-aside this year to

take advantage of the “free”
nitrogen for their 1984 corn
crop. Those who planted early
and have a good legume stand
can graze their land after the
approved date with little or no
expected nitrogen loss, ac-
cording to Stephen Barnhart,
Iowa State University exten-
sion agronomist, The nitrogen
contribution from the 1983
growth should be about the
same whether the legumes are

» The original time. fuel. money
and soil saving tillage tool

®In just one pass it chops, slices
digs, churns and blends crop
residue into C
surface thal resist
water erosion

‘DON'T LOSE
GROUND

Stay ahead with a Glencoe” Soil Saver!

e There's a model
in cutting widths
26'3

® Exclusive 5 yea

ar |
y on both

imited
main frame

and shank

That's grounds for
seeing your Glencoe Dealer today.

Lincoln Equipment, Inc.
Phone 515-473-2720
Lincoln, lowa

tilled in the fall or early
spring, he says.
“Winterhardy legumes
carried over into 1984 will
begin to fix additional nitro-
gen in the spring as tempera-
tures warm,”’ Barnhart says.
“However, if you d_ecide to
delay tillage next spring for a
little extra nitrogen, the y!leld
reduction from later planting
may be a greater cost than the
slight increase in nitrogen you

gain.” >
Not all the nitrogen in
legumes or other plqwdown
plant material will be
immediately available to the
1984 crop, he says. The exact
amount ie not known but as
much as 50 to 75 percent of
the total plant nitrogen will
likely become  available
throughout the first growing
season. Much of the rest will

become available in later
years 8s the residue
decomposes.

On crop acres that are no-
tilled, Barnhart says it is even
less clear how much nitrogen
will become available in 1984.

“The no-till system may
return about 10 to 25 percent
less available nitrogen in 1984
compared to tilled systems,”
he says. Over time, however,
much of the remainder will be
recovered as the residues
break down.

Fields planted to oats,
sudangrass or legumes, or
managed as unseeded set-
aside in 1983 can be tilled in
either the fall or spring. Delay
plowing until spring or use
reduced tillage on these areas,
the specialist suggests, so
crop residue can be left on the
soil surface for winter erosion

protection.
Besides tillage and fertilizer
considerations, farmers

should also make decisions

Tackle

with...

484-4022
Tama
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Soil conservation
pays big dividends

This generation and generations to come will
profit from wise soil conservation practices

We salute the aréa farmers for doing their part
to preserve the land

Savings plans for every purpose

EY T
ttown Savings & Loan

(

about their
1964 The' 1088
program
different

options, and
Iowa State
sion 8gTonomisy,
producers must congider
number of Variableg when
deciding what adjusgents to
CTop rotations.

considerip,
current farm e

provisions and the po‘::ﬁx.tmy
of another set-aside ey year,
farmers must into
account their typjeq] rotation
system,  poasibilities  for
forage use, the herbicide
h,x‘slory of their farmland, and
the ‘erosion al'
different ields, "0l °f
Farmers’ options may be
more complicated than they
first appear, Benson says. For
example, those who planted
legumes on their 1983 set-
aside acres to fix nitrogen for
next yw's corn on that land
have, . I many cases,
committed themselyes to
planting su]ccessive soybean
crops on at least so; ir
other land. ot
*“Disease buildup can occur
when soybeans  follow
soybeans in a crop sequence,”’
Benson says. Yields are typi-
cally about 10 percent Jower
and the soil erosion potential

is greater than for other
sequences."
In some cases, farmers

might want to reconsider their
original crop sequence plans,
he says.

“If the legume wasn't
planted until June or if the
stand is poor this year, it may
be better to plant corn after
soybeans (40 pounds per acre
nitrogen benefit) an
soybeans after the 1983 set-
aside acres,'" he says.

If a government set-aside
program is approved for 1984,
Benson and Barnhart agree
the most logical plan _for

legumes this year
mucﬁw again next year.
“If a good legume stand
was achieved and a winter-
hardy variety was used, the
legume would protect what
may be some of the more

, erosive land on the farm,”
- Benson says.

“Plus, farmers
wouldn't have to worry about
seeding costs next year, and
edditional nitrogen would be
fixed for corn in 1985,"

Since hay harvest probably
would not be permitted on the
set-aside acres next year,
Barnhart says the legume
stands should be clipped only
if necessary for weed control,

“‘Maintaining active growth
of leaf area and avoiding wind-
row-like smothering should be
your goal,” he says.

Only Slight Drop
In Soil Erosion
Rate Since 1977

Average erosion on
America’s cropland apparent-
ly has changed little since
1977, Peter Myers, chief of the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s  Soil  Conservation
Service, said recently.

Preliminary data from the
agency's 1982 National
Resources Inventory show
that the average annual rate
of sheet and rill erosion on
cultivated cropland in the
U.S. last summer was 4.8 tons
per acre, down from 5 tons per
acre estimated during a
similar inventory in 1977.

Jerry Lee, resources
inventory director for the
agency, characterized the
change as “insignificant.” He
added that final data from the
inventory, including state-by-
state data, are expected this
fall.

Invest In The Future
CONSERVE
SOIL

Conservation tillage
saves more!

conservation tillage

gangs

Tama, lowa J
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to our farm

Congratulations

their prudent soil
conservation practices

Plowing a littie pack into the soil today,
insures tomorrow's harvest.
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DONALD AND ELEANOR DAHMS

Donald Dahms Satisfied With Terraces

by Ferd Kvidera
Farm Editor

After taking advantage of
the Four Mile Creek project to
build his first terraces, Donald
Dahms has become a firm
believer in their value.

Donald and Eleanor Dahms
operate 160 acres two miles
east of Lincoln in Lincoln
Township and have their land
close to 100 percent protected
by terraces. The slopes run
from seven percent to 10
percent, and all the terraces
are broadbase except that the
10 percent slope is protected
with two narrow base “'push-
up'' terraces.

The first terraces were put
in the fall of 1979 on a field

right south of the farmstead.
The following year, terraces
were put in on the other side
of the farmstead, and the year
after, the entire farm was com-
pleted with terrace work.

When his first ones went in,
the Four Mile Creek project
was in full swing, and Don re-
marked that there was a lot of
comment in town — some
good and some bad. A lot of
terraces went in at that time,
and Dahms notes that the
terrace work continues right
now, even though the project
funds are no longer available
and only 50 percent cost
shares can be obtained.

When asked if the terraces
are doing the job he expected

district soil conservationaliat,

IT TAKES PLANNING — John Nicholson of Toledo,

talks with Russell Shaw of rural

Toledo about a conservation plan. Shaw is implementing no-

till farming into his operati
conservation program.

on, as one part of an overall
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of

rows but has found that to be
of no difficulty. “When dirt
washed down and covered
your fence, that was diffi-
culty," he said.

Donald sees & lot of
coming from the Four
Creek project in that it gave,
people the opportunity te
build conservation structures
and see their value,

without ‘this help there"
wouldn't be as much conser-
vation in practice.

He can list many ways in
which the cities receive federal
help and feels that the farm
people deserve a little help
also,

Participation In
New “‘Slough Bill”*
Is Encouraging

Conservationists are en-
couraged after reviewing
results of the first year of the
“Slough Bill."*

The bill, passed by the 1982
Legislature, exempted many
categories of land from
property tax because of their
natural or  environmental
values. Landowners had to
submit applications for the
tax exemptions and guarantes
protection of the natural

areas

A survey by Steve
Dermand of the State
Conservation Commission
revealed more than 16,000
acres have been signed up for
tax exemption and protection.

According  to Dermand,
prior to the Slough Bill, forest
and fruit tree reservation
areas were granted some
property tax relief, but now
those areas are totally
exempled from the tax, Thess
areas total mbout 160,000
acres throughout the state.

“‘As more people learn how
this new law works, I expect
the number of natural areas to
grow,” said Dermand, "This
first year was a very good
start.’

Landowners interested in
the program should . contact
their local soil conservation
district office, county conser-
vation board, or an lowa
Conservation Commission
wildlife biologist

Bank on a tree

"'Plant a tree this year. Yoo
can't get a better return on
In the first 50

cling and $31,250 in_ shelter

for animals and birds. And
that doesn’t count the savings
in heating and cooling costs if
you plant windbreaks or
summer shade, or the cost
increase in the cash value of
your home because of trees.”
—from Organic Gardening.

fuel tank.

Farm Around The Hill and Cut Your Fuel Bill

You get the most for your fuel dollars when you farm around
the hill. Extra energy needed for steep climbs comes from your

Farming around the hills lets your tractor pull a uniform load
at a steady speed. Tests show this cuts your fuel bill as much as 10
percent. Contour farming reduces erosion and may save as much
as 2-3 inches of soil moisture a year. This means as much as 12-13
percent higher yields.

It pays to farm on the contour. And it pays fo use our fuel for
the performance you expect from your tractor.

lowa River FS,

Traer, lowa

Leland Hulme, Mgr.

Inc.

h. 478-8781
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ROBIN WISNER, FAR RIGHT,

soil survey leader, studies a soil sample from the Toledo

City Park on Thursday, Sept. 15, during the “First Acre” ceremony. This ceremony starts a
multi-year soil inventory of Tama county. Observing Wisner are, from left: Daun Rudis,
Toledo, soil conservationist with the Soil Conservation Service and John Nicholson, Tama
county district conservationist.

Kick Off County Soil Survey

By Ferd Kvidera
Farm editor

The rain of last Thursday
didn’t dampen the spirits of
those gathered in the Toledo
City Park to kick off the new
sail survey for Tama county,

The event was called ‘‘The
First Acre Ceremony'' to
denote that every acre in Tama
county will be checked by the
soil scientists to determine the
type and slope of every bit of
ground. Present were leaders
for the State of lowa, lowa
Siate University, and Tama
County government,

Dick Pulse, county Exten-
sion director, opened the
nfeeting by stating its purpose
was to acquaint the public with
a very important event, one
which will have an influence
on most of the citizens of this

colinty

He introduced Hershel
Read, deputy state soil
conservationist of the SCS,
who stated that the new soil

survey, when completed, will
be one of the most important
reSource inventories we have

There will be two scientists
working at the present time as
the third one assigned to this
county was hurt in an
actident, but the SCS hopes
that perhaps more scientists

will be able ta help out, later
on,

The estimated cost is
$480,000, of which Tama
county will pay one-third, the
State of lows through the
Départment of Soil Conserva.

tion will pay one-third, and the
Federal government through
the Soil Conservation Service
will pay the other one-third
Jim Gulliford, director of
the' State Department of Soil
Conservation, expressed his
pléasure in being able to work
with the county in this effort
He' recognized that the soil
sclentists are highly trained,
skilled professionals who will

do n good job, and noted that
Iowa State University has done
& lot of research in developing
thessoil information which they
gather

John Miller, vice-chairman

of the state Soil Conservation
Committee and a Black Hawk
county farmer, stated that the
soil survey is important not
only to farmers, but to
practically everyone in the
cofinty - foresters, recreation
builders and users, waste
management end pollution
control, builders and home
buyers. He said that as we put
mare pressure upon the land
we need the tools to plan for
its future use

Vivian Jennings, assistant
dean of the Extension Service
spbke of the cooperation
anmfong the many branches of

oyernment and the Univer-
sity in accomplishing the
vagious object for effective
lard use. Dr. John Pesek,

For even more
disease control
from the start...

403 et heattver bay
Ask your M from walnut Girove

piga. from tho start

*Eaiusad by Bordeteks bronch
4 Tran Suma g
§ Iracemans o Enco

Scott Morrow
Belle Plaine
319-444-3511

J, ‘ @Wa'nut. Grove'

sity Agronomy Department,
echoed the cooperation, and
stated that they will keep in
close contact with the survey
as it progresses.

The Extension Service and
the press will be in contact
with the areas being surveyed,
so the farmers will know in
advance when the soil
scientists will be on their place
so they can ‘‘keep the bull
penned and tie up the dog"".

Pesek noted that agrono-
mists have learned much since
the last Tama county soil
survey, so they can analyze
the data and give much more
information than they could 30
years ago

John Nicholson, District
Conservationist for Tama
county, called this a ‘‘monu-
mental Day'* for him as he can
be a lot more successful in
giving good advice o area
farmers after he has up to date
data. The soil survey we have
now is of 1938 vintage, and
there has been much change
in that time.

Mike Wentzien, Chairman
of the Tama County Board of
Supervisors, stated that this
will give us factual information
to compare with the old
survey, thus showing us which
direction we're going and how
to proceed into the future.

LeRay Smith, Tama County
Assessor, told of his regrets
that we don’t already bave
the new soil survey instead of
five years down the road. He
spoke of using the old survey
in setting assessment figures,
and of the problems which
arose because of the lack of
detail

Gerald Miller, ISU Exten-
sion agronomist, pointed out
that the soil survey is a
management tool for soil

Lloyd Chyma Is Soil
Conservation Leader

Lloyd Chyma Sr. who
farms 450 acres eight miles
south of Tama, has estab-
lished himself as a leader and
innovator in soil conservation
practices.

Chyma was the 1982 Farm
Bureau Soil Conservation
award winner and will receive
the 1983 Tama County Soil
Conservation district award
as Outstanding Soil Conserva-
tion Farmer for 1983 in the
Owner-Operator Division.

Along with his son Andy,
19, the Chymas raise corn,
soybeans, and hogs.

‘I just wanted to hold this
soil back up on the hill,” said
Chyma.

CONServauon, Crop prouucion,
land valuation, as well as non-
agriculture related areas. It
will be used for planning for
parks, streets and roads, and
especially building sites be-
cause it will give the depth of
bedrock, depth of water table,
and how the water moves
within the soil.

He challanged the citizens
of Tama county to *‘pick the
brains’’ of the soil scientists
while they are here, by having
them speak to civic groups
during the winter months. Kay
Connelly, Area Agronomist,
said that as townships are
completed, as much informa-
tion as possible will be given
out to that township, rather
than having everyone wait
until the entire survey is com-
pleted.

He said that fertilizer and
chemical dealers will be using
it for their recommendations
to farnders.

Robin Wisner, soil scientist
and survey party leader, gave
a demonstration of how they
will probe the soil, and
explained how they analyze it.
He said that there are from 50
to 55 different types of soil in
Tama county, and they will
normally take from five to 12
probes in 40 acres, again
depending on how many types
of soil are there

They will start in the
northwest part. of Tama
county, and figure that they
can cover from 400 to 480
acres in a day, with the entire
survey taking about five years
to complete.

_ cost of the property can

Tax Advanta

For Timbered L

f'g’:un“ due.
egally due.
Paul Wray, lowa State Uni-
versity extension forester,
says woodland owners can
take advantage of a depletion
deduction on the timber
portion of their total property

costs. When timberland i8 woodla

purchased, the total purchase
price must be allocated to
timber and land costs. The
timber portion of the total

recovered through depletion
at the time of timber harvests
or sales.

Depletion is determined by
multiplying the volume of
timber cut during the taxable
year by an _appropriate
depletion rate. This rate is
found by dividing the cost of
the timber for the first sale by
the total estimated volume
immediately before harvest.
The total amount of depletion
for all later sales cannot
exceed the amount initially
declared as timber costs.

To use the depletion deduc-
tion, Wray says woodland
owners need to keep good
records starting when they
bought the land. “And they
should update their timber
inventory regularly to
establish a current depletion
rate,” he says.

Most woodland owners also
can take advantage of capital
gains when they sell timber,
Wray says income from
timber sales can be treated as
capital gain rather than
ordinary income.  Sixty
percent of capital gain income
is exempt from federal income
tax.

If the timber is owned more
than one year, there are three

Pasture Management Boosts
Yields, Aids Conservation

Grassland serves an ims pitrogen applied

rtant role in minimizing soil
mses on some of the state's

most erosive land. Stephen cation in late summer can
Barnhart, Iowa State Univers: boost grass growth in the
agronomist, gutumn
says good management prac- legume grass pastures, corn

ity extension

tices can make grassland more

productive, as well as more efs be grazed
Barnhart savs

'CONSERVATION TILLAGE

ficient in curbing soil erosion.

Applying nitrogen to grass
pasture in early spring is one
of the most efficient ways to
boost pasture production, the
specialist says.

“‘Where fertilizer dollars are
limited, a modest amount of

515-484-3815

To Our Area Farmers
For Using Good
Conservation Practices

Masterix G5 |

More to Gain.™

Larry’s Feed & Supply

%2 Mile S, of Tama Livestock Auction

Tama

Plastic
Tile

Garwin

TILING

Plow or Trenching
We’ll match or beat any price!

BULLDOZING
All Types of Earth Moving

DeSchamp Construction

Ph. 515.499.2221

Terraces &
Waterways
Etc.

umdlre

Available

'® 8pproach is that capi-

treatment can
sales are infrequent
unrelated to the busi-
DES8 O trade in which the
OWDET 18 engaged. Using this
€h, the timber must be

on :e stump for a single

h,
lump su
Another method is for the
nd owner to retain
€C0NOMmic interest in the
timber until it is harvested.
The timber usually is sold on &
board-foot basis, so the owner
must rely on the volume of
timber cut to determine the
compensation received.

A third method is for the
timber owner to use the
timber in his own business or

profitable fertilization prac-
tice for cool-season pastures is

probably an application of ni-

says a farmer can either es-
tablish a warm-season grass
pasture, or establish a legume
with the cool-season grass.
Although

he

throughout

warm-season
grasses such as switchgrass
require extra care in establish-
ment and grazing manage-
ment, he says they can work
well in a pasture system com-
prised of both cool and warm-
season forages.

Establishing legumes with
cool-season grasses may be es-
pecially promising for live-
stock producers,
“‘Legumes may have a double
benefit when used in a pasture
system. Not only do they pro-
vide a more uniform supply of
forage
summer than the cool-season
grass alone, they can fill some

adds.

the
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Goldfinches Winter In lowa

 d d trogen in late spring.
wll own‘r' nitrogen usually will not com-
oach, solve the typical by Ferd Kvidera
an own R P! 4
f longterm par o U% “summer pasture slump” Farm Editor
ment . coPital gains problem To combat this, he A couple years ago your
of  woodland Clipper-News Herald reporter

mentioned something about
Towa's state bird, the gold-
finch, migrating. Shortly
thereafter, he received a note
rom E. J. “Hans” Watson
informing him that gold-
finches do not migrate.

A phone call to Watson
obtained some more informa-
tion. The reason some think
that goldfinches migrate in
the winter is that the males
lose their bright yellow color-
ing in the fall and take on the
color of the female, which is a
dull olive-yellow with blackish
wings.

Hans a painter and decora-
tor well known around the
north end of Tama County,
lives in Cedar Falls and has a
farm near Protivin. On the

seen as many as 100 of them
around in the winter.

He recommends puttingout
& feeder for them, using thistle
seed as this is their primary
food. He says that the thistle
seed purchased for this
purpose comes from India and
won't grow here in Iowa

This writer had heard ques-
tions about the thistle seed
used for the goldfinches,
wondering if the reason lowa
has been invaded by musk
thistles is because of gold-
finch feed. Watson said the
ground under the feeders can
be covered with thistle seed,
and none of it grows

The goldfinch is the only
small yellow bird with black
wings, and nests late in the
summer when the thistle
seeds of lowa's native plants
are ripe, so they will have

trade and inc f ’ i farm he has two bird feeders plenty of food at the time their
timber as o b?::\n;esrsm:al'eh::) :Led[:,ls Bs:n!r::::uy:nmgen for the goldfinches and has youngare needing it
himself. Capital

gains are
figured from the value of
standing trees only. Because
of this, the owner must
separate the value of the
standing timber from the
value of the sales of resulting
m_ucu like logs or finished

iture, Once this method is
elected, it must be continued
unless permission to
discontinue is obtained from

the Internal Revenue Service,

Additional information
about federal tax and timber
income is available in Ag
Handbook 596, “A Guide To
Federal Income Tax For
Timber  Owners." This

blication outlines in more

ail the records and
procedures  for  reporting
timber income to obtain
capital gains benefits. It is
available from the Forms
Distribution Center, 6000
Manchester Trafficway
Terrace, Kansas City, Mo.
84130,

in early
ring will return the greatest
jeld response. Another appli-

until  ‘fall-rested’

stalks or other crop fields can

the most

The number of conservation practices established in
Tama County is on the increase,
keep up the good work.

Large Selection Of

Windbreaks

Evergreens For

50% OFF

While
Supply
Lasts

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Call Or Write For Free Estimate
Monday through Saturday — 9 a.m. to 1 p. m.

Hours:

Sundoy — 10a.m.to 1 p. m.

HILL TOP NURSERY

Box 14A

R.R. 1, Toledo, lowa 52342
Lloyd & Jonie Bohnstengel - Owners

484-4970

* 15 Speed Powershift

4450 TRACTOR

* Mechanical Front Wheel Drive

DEMONSTRATION

1710A MULCH TILLER

* Adjustable True Disk Blades

* Three Rows of Chisel Bars

* Adjustable Chisel Working Depth

* Choice of Concave Twisted Shovels

(cornfield at south end of lot)

HIGHWAY 30 EAST, TAMA, IOWA

“Where Quality is Standard Equipment”’

Test drive this conservation tillage package
and experience the difference

wre. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1983
e 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
ruc: BUTTERBRODT IMP INC

JOHN DEERE
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Conservation Education Provided
Through Ding Darling Program

Soil, water and wildlife con-
servation education will take
on new emphasis this fall
when the new 4-H/Ding
Darling project is distributed
in lowa schools. This Iowa
State University Cooperative

I-ctinns of soil, water and wild-
ife.

The project, made possible
by a major grant from the J.
N. “Ding"” Darling Founda-
tion, was developed by staff
from the Iowa 4-H and youth

Extension Service project programs office at ISU. It was
includes 30 activities for tested by Iowa teachers and
teachers to use to naturalists last winter.

hel,
students understand theinter-  There are 10 activities each

for soils, water and wildlife.
They include some of
Darling's cartoons, computer
rograms that use knowledge
iearned in other activities, and
introductory films and tapes.
Each module features back-
ground material for the
teacher, a list of materials for
the activity, procedures for
leading it, ideas for follow-up
with the class and further
references. Most activities can
be done with simple, readily
available  materials  and
conducted in the classroom or
on the school grounds

A section called “For Kids

Schild Excavating & Grading

We do all kinds
of conservation
work

Dozers,
Backhoes,
Scrapers,
Motor Grader

SCHILD

Excavating & Grading

Ph. 476-3388 Dysart

Only” is to help
especially interested students
explore the subject further. It
also allows teachers to further
individualize their instruction

“The 4-HDing Darling
Project is aimed at youth in
grades 5 through 8, says
Jerry Parsons, state leader for
4-H and youth programs
“Although ‘we expect some
modules to be used at other
levels as well, we are offering
these through 4-H school
enrichment programs.
Providing these high quality
materials for teachers allows
us to extend the expertise and
resources of ISU to students
in schools.”

Stephnie Wald, 4-H
Pprogram assistant and princi-
pal writer for the project, says
many agencies have helped
develop the project.

“‘Heartland Area Education
Agency has provided funding
and personnel to help develop
the computer programs and
film strips. The Soil Con-
servation Service will help
distribute  the  materials
through its “VIPS' program,”
she says. In addition, the 4-
H/Ding Darling Project has
been presented at workshops
for teachers sponsored by the
Iowa Conservation Education

Conservation
is like putting
money in
the bank.

Jim Pease, assistan
leader for 4-H and

youth
programs and director for the

project, says Materia]y
ordered for $25 from cco‘unnly

Individuals or organiza-
tions unable to obtain a set of
the materials tl h their
county extension of

may
contact Jim Pease

at 33

be Curtiss Hall, ISU, Ames,

Towa, 60011,

Plan Now For Spring Tree Planting

Farm ownerg and Operators
who are zhinkln‘ about
planting some treas on their
property next sprj ill find
that now is the be":.c'gine to
start planning,

Paul Wray, Towa State Uni-
versity extension forester,
says early fall is an jdeg] time
to make landscap plans,
build fences, and do the {nitial
site preparation for spring
tree planting. Fall also may be
the best time to order trees
from

nurseries gr tree
suppliers.
Landowners should con-

sider a number of details to
ensure that their spring
planting will be Successful
First, Wray says, pick a tree
species that is best suited to
the planting site,

“Just like any other crop,
trees have definite
moisture and light require-
ments for best growth,"” Wray
says. “So you should always
note the soil type and present
ground cover of the site, and
then try to match a tree to the
site.

Second, he says landowners
should think about the care
and maintenance required for
the planting project. Because
many planting activities are
larger than can be adequately
cared for, he says pecple
should consider how much
time and money can be spent
on tree planting and how large
the planting site is before they
decide to plant.

Third, Wray says the
method of planting should be
determined beforehand.
Hand-planting can be done
where a small number of trees
(2,000 to 3,000) is planted or
where planting is done on
steep slopes. Otherwise, he
says, it may be easier to plant
by machine.

Finally, Wray says trees
and other supplies and chemi-
cals should be ordered early.
Because of an increased
demand for trees during the
past few years, landowners
should place their orders in
time to make sure they can
obtain the desired speciag and
size of planting stock. PL

After considering fhese: de-

tails, Wray says landowners

soil, Ro

should prepare the site and
spray for weeds. He says
these two steps are essential
for successful tree planting.

“Lack of adequate site
preparation and weed control
causes more tree planting
failures than anything else,”
he says. “Landowners will
want to give careful attention
to these things to make sure
their trees survive.”

In places where trees will
have intense competition from
weeds and other vegetation,
site preparation can be done
by several methods. For
small-scale plantings, Wray
says hand scalping can be
done on the planting site in
strips or in circles, three to
four feet in diameter. For
larger plantings, he, says fall
plowing in strips or applying
undup in strips may be
more appropriate,

“Vegetation between the
rows of trees is usually left
undisturbed  for  erosion
control,” he says, “If there is
no permanent vegetation
between rows, some type of
permanent grass should be
established to control erosion
and unwanted weed growth.”"

Site preparation may not be
necessary on soils without sod
or weed growth. On these
sites, weed control can be
accomplished by hoeing or
shallow  cultivating.  Pre-
emergent herbicides such as
simazine, Goal, Surflan and
Kerb can be used.

“Simazine can be applied in
the fall or spring, either before
or after tree planting,” Wray
says. “The other herbicides
should be npﬂlied in the early
spring, right after tree
planting."

Stewardship Duty
For truly, the earth is the
Lord's and the fullness
thereof, but the responsibility
for its stewardship is vested

in man.
C.W. Gee
e L)

Conservation Defined

Soil conservation is any act,
any practice, or any treatment
that would in anyway improve
the condition, the fertility, or
‘productivity of the soil.

High-Tensile Fence System:

VERSATILE FENCING
FOR PASTURES, FEEDLOT
GRAIN FIELDS AND
EVEN ORCHARDS

on.
The fact that habitat available
for ing was fine, but the

nesting
heavy rains in late May and
all of June practically elimi-
nated any survival of the
pheasant chicks.

The Conservation Commis-
sion conducts an annual
August survey in which their
personnel drive 30 mile long
routes to count birds. There
are at least one of these routes
In every county, and there are
two routes in Tama County,
one in the north end and one in
the south end, which Kurtt
Covers sometime in the first or
second week of August, The
mornings picked are ones with
& heavy dew 80 that the hen
and her chicks will be out on
the roadways. Also counted
are rabbits, doves and
Hungarian partridge.

The pheasant count this
year runs the same or
somewhat lower than last
year, when the area
experienced the same wet
weather during nesting time.
Even a pheasant chick eight
weeks old cannot survive a
heavy downpour, so although
the PIK program allowed
plenty of nesting cover, the
survival of birds was low.

Bob reports that farmers
have told him of seeing hens
with little chicks late in the
summer, so many of the hens
have successfully renested
since the late June rains. It is
the nature of the hen pheasant
to try to produce a brood, so
she will continue to nest all
summer, the problem with
late nesting being that the
clutch size goes down as the
year progresses. Whereas she
may lay 15 eggs the first time
she nests, the last clutch may

ROBERT

don't lend much toward bird
production because of their
availability to predators

The “Slough Bill" which
was recently passed by the
Towa Legislature has helped a
bit in the effort to save more
habitat for Towa wildlife, but
Kum'sa_vs that we're still
losing ground in Tama County
as more marginal areas are
being cleared of brush and
trees for cropland. PIK
delayed most of this trend for
a year, but he sees it being
resumed again next year. A
property owner can presently
put a maximum of two acres
into a wildlife area and have it
freed from all property taxes,
but Kurtt says that he wishes
it were a 10 acre maximum,
because two acres doesn't
always cover a patch of brush,
or a brushy creek running
through a farm.

The Slough Bill also pro-

be only two or three eggs. vided for a timber area,
On the positive side, the minimum two acres,  no
rabbit If looks good i to be property tax

as they apparently, nested
earlier this year and beat the
rains, there are quite a few
Hungarian partridge scat-
tered around the county,
and the quail have made &
very good recovery from the
heavy winterkill of 1981-82.
Quail nest a month later than
pheasants, so missed the
heavy rains and were able to
take advantage of PIK acres,
Favorable habitat is the key
to plentiful wildlife popula-
tions. Kurtt says that the
farm programs of the 1960s,
when fields were set aside for
several years at a time, were
ideal for pheasants and other
wildlife. ~ Real production
occurs the second and third
years that a field remains
unused because the birds
come back there to nest, and
the lower end of the food
chain, namely insects and
small animals, begin to thrive.
Young pheasants eat insects
exclusively, and predators eat
mice instead of the chicks.
Studies conducted in Guth-
rie County have shown that
grass back terraces don't lend
themselves very well to phea-
sant production in that they
are narrow lanes easily
worked by predators, and the
pheasant prefers a flat area
for nefling' rather than the
kel

free it if contains a minimum
of 200 trees per acre and is not
grazed by livestock. Since this
law came into effect, 1000
acres have been added to the
timber' reserves in Tama
County.

So far, the law is being
utilized to protect and manage
present timber stands in the
county, with few new timber

Family Farm Al

The family farm in Iowa is
alive. Nearly five percent of
the state’s farms have
remained in the same families
for more than 100 years.

A great change in agricul-
ture has taken place since
those farms were purchased.
Some were originally cut out
of prairie grasses with
walking plows pulled by oxen,
horses and mules

Later giant steam engines
crawled across the fields. Soon
tractors with metal wheels
pulling 2-bottom plows were
used to turn the soil

Now giant tractors with air
conditioning and 2-way radios
till the soil and plant the crop
in a single pass,

Farms are also larger today.
Many BO acre farms used to

d provide a living

steep of a terrace,
Bob says that there are fewer
and fewer nesting areas for
pheasants as fencelines are
torn out, and even the narrow
fencelines by themselves

for their owners. Then size
started creeping up to 120
acres, then 160 acres. Today,
some farmers are farming
1,500 to 2,000 acres.

KURTT

stands being planted. 1f
person is  interested
starting a timber stay

she/he can tell the assessor |
fact, and that land will ' §
taken off the tax rolls rig
away. The rules call for
minimum of two acres,' §
least 200 trees per acre, g
must be planted within t |
years. A 12 foot by 12 fe

spacing will use 300 trees p

acre, and jumps to 700 tre

per acre with the spaci

eight by eight. Native trees-

Tama County are the ol

hickory, ash, and walnut.

When asked if the “Chick
dee Checkoff" would me.
any funds for Tama Count
Kurtt replied that it will eve
tually, but right now t
funds are being funneled in
purchasing land inhabitat:
by endangered species, As
example, a bald eagle nest w:
sighted in northeast lowa, ;!
attempts will be made 4
purchase that land. TI
checkoff is to provide habiti
for non-game species, but an
wildlife habitat helps man
species of wildlife.

As far as an increase in o
pheasant population, Kuri
says we'll see none, an
probably see & decline, unt
Wwe once again have some kin
of farm program which wi
idle the same fields for severe
years at a time

ive In lowa

But some things do wot
change

A sense of neighborlings:
still exists, If one neighbor

needs it, many handa turn out
to help. Neighbors still share
equipment and work

Farmers still put in 18-hour
days during planting and
harvesting seasons. They still
work around the clogk,
checking and helping their
livestock during farrowing,
calving and lambing

Farmers still sell their crops
for whatever the market js
paying. They are still cheered
by the report that markets are

5

Nearly 7400 lowa farms
have been designated as
Century Farms. The proud
owners of those farms receive
a certificate and metal sign to
tell neighbors and the rest of
the world that this farm has

been owned by the same
family for more than 100
years.

With all the industrialization of recent years, LAND is
still the greatest asset of lowa and our nation!

Conservation practices employed by Tama county farm-
ers stop the erosion of our precious top soil — and pre-
serves the land for future generations.

We congratulate our farm friends for their conservation
practices and urge them to keep up the good work.

THE STATE BANK
OF TOLEDQ 'Foic)

(515) 484-2380

Toledo, lowa 52342

LENDER

Using pressure-treated posts and smooth
high-tensile wire, the adaptable Koppers
HTF™ System can handle many agricul-
tural problems, It can contain livestock or
control predators; it can be electrified; it
can be used as temporary fencing; it can
beinstalled in 3- to 12-wire arrangements;
it's even being used to guide the growth of
vines and tregs,

The system features Max-Ten* 200 wire
from U.S. Stee| Corporation strung on
posts pressure-treated by Koppers Com-
pany. Together they provide long spans,
minimal hide damage, extended service
life and low maintenance.

See us for more information

Spahn & Rose
Lumber Co.

SPAHN € ROSE Tama, la. — 515-484-3060

Sales - Service
Allis Chalmers &
New Idea
Farm Machinery

Since the days of the first seftlers, up to
today our land has served as the
backbone of our prosperity, and growth as a
nation. Let's care for It . . . preserve it.

Sienknecht Implement Co.
Clutier

319-478-2751
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conservation way.
You hear more farmers

,maybe the time is already
w. that the farming commu-
nity will look upon the farmer
that plows, the same way that
y looked upon & mo-till
farmer a few years ago.
. If a farmer doesn't think it
i8 profitable to save all the soil
can now, then just wait
until he trys to grow good
grops on subsoil

RICH HAVRAN

1983 will start my first year
a8 a District Soil Commission-
er, but concern for proper soil
management practices started
years earller with rows of
contour beans.

One thing we as farmers
Should have learned is that we
can't lose soil at that rate
without some type of
conservation planning.

Let's make this the year
that we do something about
soil losses, We have the
chance to do it now
voluntarily if not, I
personally see in the future
(my generation) some type of
mandatory contral. Is this
what the American farmer
wants? I truly hope not.

The SCS office will be more
than glad to help you with a

farm plan and  get you
started on some ground
practices so some future

member of your family will

HARRY SCURR

The time has come in Towa
for the people of lowa to be-
come concerned about the loss
of prime farmland.

It has been estimated that
Eerime farmland in Iowa is

ing taken out of production
at the rate of one county every
11 years.

‘The cornbelt states have 81

- million acres of prime farm-

land (by far the most acres of
productive prime land in the
.S.). .
On the national level, of the
three million acres of rural
land that was taken out of
production, about one million
of this was prime farmland, In
the U.S,, 800,000 acres of our
best farmland has become
housing tracts, highways,
airports, industrial sites,
parking lots, etc. Nearly
200,000 acres are covered by
water for manmade lakes and
water storage for other uses.
What do we have for poten-
tial soil to be converted to row
crop production? Most of the
ground that could be brought
into production is already in
asture, timber or wildlife

bitat, etc.

FERD KVIDERA

When the word “conserva-
tion"' is mentioned, the typical
reaction is, ‘‘How much is it
going to cost me?” or “How
much inconvenience will it
cause?""

When this negative
reaction can be turned around
80 that people will realize that
a short term investment will
pay off handsomely in the
long run, total conservation
will become a reality.

The only problem is that I
feel this realization will take
99 years or empty grainaries,

r"ﬁmion In Natural Land 77 News s Toma fo. Thurs, Sepe. 34 1985 11

are in themselves endangered may qualify. Those who want
representatives of lowa's to apply should co
natural history. local sail

Dermand says landowner
interested in participating in b

forest and fruit tree reserva

i oy :';dm“;:jm FEivams:  this program should be awa
kY X exemptions under a wildlife habitat, native prairie
law is year, and open prairie.

A survey has been sent out
b tion special to assess the first year's

the Iowa Conservation resultsof the new program
3 While the 160,000-acre
g e State Property Tax figure is an estimate derived
urce Exemptions after receiving survey re
L.:’.’.?;‘S,{,,‘:’;-,ﬂ,‘,_,,ﬂg‘_:: 888 Assesaments ~ Act, sponses from about half of
the variety, as some grow gommonly called the “slough lowa's counties, Dermand
fagter than others, Bill," became law in July 1982, believes final participation

totals will be favorable.

“We view the first vear's
results as an outstanding
success in terms of the

and was implemented for the
st tizme thix yor Trr o
property  tax

[provides

@emptions  for ands
83 wetlands, recrea
lakes, forest cover,

¥ protection of lowa’'s natural
less snow, the wind chill factor l“u]n:: from :‘:rlhur ;\::1;;»
will be practically zero, and e a ible
your heating units will be M’lﬂicipcﬁon destruction,”” he says. “After

uced. all, many of these properties

“\,,.A

Each spring you will be ::"hd'sml Cost-
blessed with songbirds to re Py
sccompany the birds which rogrum

ROBERT FONTINEL

We must save our precious
topsoil for future generations.
Each and every one of us must
do what we :n in ml::l! ﬁn
way to help achieve thi:

All of our efforts today will
show great benefits tomorrow.

overwinter in your grove.
Pheasants and rabbits will
also make good use of your
grove if there are any
survivors of these species in
your neighborhood.

You'll always havé

Tows landowners have
r‘rponded favorably this year
fequesting assistance
through the switchgrass cost-
share w;p.m. according to
Larry Wilson, director of the
Towa Conservation Commis-
sion (ICC),
During  the application
miod. which ended in April,
ICC received more than
;l’lb applications for cost-share
assistance. Of these, 133 were
"#pproved, bringing more than
2,000 acres of lowa land under
@ program provisions and
using the entire budget the
Lommission had to spend for
8.

Handle With Care

Congratulations Area Farmers for doing

the

beauty that comes from the
symmetry of evergreen trees,

a good job with conservation.

costsharin,
Switchgrass is a warm-
peason grass that provides
excellent cattle forage during
hot summer months as
well as an excellent wildlife
habitat. Wilson says the
' #witchgrass program is a
demonstration designed to
establish wildlife habitat that
18 economical to farmers.
“‘Under the program plan,
& commission agrees to pay
up to half the cost of estab-
lishing switchgrass on the
applicant’s land,” he says.
“The applicant then agrees to
engage in practices to
promote good wildlife conser-
vation on the land for five
years,"
Farris says the commission
will spend $100,000 again
next year to continue the

In
Conserving
The
Good
Earth

DAUN RUDIS
FRANKLIN BRO <
In driving around this past Rudis Joins Staff At

year, I was very disappointed g1 corvavion Service

to see so much erosion after

the big rains we had. Daun Rudis has just joined
Granted, in most cases the the Soil Conservation Service

staff in Toledo.

moldboard plow was not used
Daun grew up on a dairy

it just seems that many farm n w‘“j’"’“‘ and last
farmers who do mini till Decemb ed from the
or no-till, forget about cen- Umversny_of Wisconsin at
touring, strip cropping or all Stevens Point. : switchgrass  program  in
the other good conservation  Daun will be working as @ selected lowa counties. The
practices, Combining 50il conservationist assisting' application period will be from
minimum tillage with other landowners with conservationlOct. 1, to April 1, 1984
practices just makes them Planning and practice applicass Thirty-six counties are
that more effectives tion. | ble to receive cost-share
1982 was not a year when funds, including Tama and
Mother Nature treated us Marshall counties.
well. We had rains that came

(which I'm sure does help), but

“Buying Fat Cattle As Well As Cows And Bulls"
Monday through Saturday

TAMA MEAT PACKING CORPORATION

TAMA PHONE 515.484.4119

In 1700 it took 19 people

in large amounts over a short
period of time. Soil loss was as
high as 50 tono per acre in
1982, We can only stand a
three to four ton loss.

There are many ways we
can protect outselves against
some of this erosion but many
just aren't using them. I know
some farmers say it's hard to
plant on the contour with a 12
row planter, but we must ask
ourselves, "‘Is it worth it?"

working in the soil mnduu
food for 20 so one goto
town. In 1865, eight people
produced enough for 10 so two
could leave the farm. Now 1%
to two can produce enough for
10. Therefore the city is &
product of the agriculture
machines.

“If we can afford to spend
billions of dollars developing
the resources of foreign
countries, surely we can afford.

Ever-Ready to Assist
The Farmer of Today

Meet the Needs of
Tomorrow. ..

I also think it's time we
really take time to do a better
job of conservation, or Uncle
Sam will make it compulsory.

to spend a few million dollars
in conserving the resources of
our own.

Senator Richard B. Russell

Hook up to the implement that can
cut time and reduce soil erosion up to 70%
...the Krause Landsman

money

edbed used 1o take

s a smarter way I«

andsman. It

i o
res for smoother seedbeds.
fic

a lot of time, a ot of

5 and \mproving ture
ey FREE Profit-Till Booklet

HOOK UP WITH THE TILLAGE INNOVATORS

TOLEDO TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT

Phone 515 484-2540 . Toledo, lowa

We believe in progress - and
we believe in you! So, if that's
how you feel too, come in and
get acquainted.

We Can Take Care
of All Your
Banking Needs

Checking
Savings Accounts
Drive-In Banking
Night Depository

ceounts

ushioned shanks or
oI5, and optional tank

e, and more
Till System

We congratulate our farm friends on the great progress they
have made in the area of soil conservation. And we urge them

on, compaction,
tion

to continue their efforts to preserve the land

the tull stor Krause Profit-Till System.. pick

et al the Krause dealer below

KAAUSE

IOWA
INDEPENDENT
mu CANKERS

Tama State Bank

r FDIC
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Conservation Tillage One
Solution To Soil Erosion

Conservation tillage may
not be pretty — but it's one of
the most attractive solutions
to the problem of soil erosion
on cropland.

Presently, the erosion rates
on one out of three cropland
acres are high enough to
threaten long term pro-
ductivity, To help uce
this serious soil loss, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
universities and ing:!(ry are
constantly seeking new ways
to help farmers develop and
apply affordable conservation
practices, Of these, conserva-
tion tillage has developed into
the fastest growing farming
system in history.

Through conservation
tillage, farmers can greatly
reduce the number of times
they need to work the land.
They can reduce or even
eliminate plowing, disking,
harrowing and cultivating to
control weeds. In conserva-
tion tillage systems, weeds
and insects can be controlled
by herbicides and insecticides.

As a result, the new crop is
planted directly in the residue
of the previous crop. That
residue, unsightly as it may
look, protects the soil from

-

ON-O-TILL

_ROW CROP PLANTER

THECHOICE ool

wind and water erosion and
acts as & mulch to retain
moisture,

There are various conser-
vation tillage systems — till-
plant, ridge planting, and no-
till, to name a few. They all
share a common aim to save
soil, fuel and labor. Of all the
conservation tillage systems,
notill disturbs the land the
least and leaves the most
residue on the soil surface,

In 1972, fewer than 30
million acres of U.S. cropland
were under  conservation
tillage. During 1982, that
figure topped 100 million
acres — or about one-fourth of
all cropland.

On most soils in the United
States, conservation tillage is
by far the most cost-effective
approach to reducing soil
erosion. On one Missouri soil,
for example, conventional
tillage, which leaves the field
clean and bare, results in
average annual erosion of
more than 40 tons of soil per
acre. By switching to no-till,
the most effective conserva-
tion tillage system for his
land, the farmer could reduce
erosion loss to 12 tons per acre
at a cost of 67 cents per acre

MACHINE fiekd conditions
et you use Econ
1| For your choice bilage, no-Uil ndge pla
| your tonsl planting
of tilege, This 1s the planter that i revolutionz
choice of ing conservation tilage all across the US
planter unit. With the rugged EconOTill System, you
save less 5o efosion, greater
o, MOSHUTE retention (and fess evaporation),
- reduced fuel reduced labor
B and lower capital investment
» Adapter kts let you fit Econ-OJil
g o {0 the White 5100 and John Deere 1100

planters Or, buy EconOTill complete
With Kinze planter units. Select from
10 modes in 4, 6, 8 and 12 row ur

EconOil s the choice planting
System. Make t your choice
Hiniker Dealer

Goos Implement
Hwy. 96 Gladbrook
Phone 515-473-2403

less than conventional tillage.

USDA’s Soil Conservation forage

Service estimates that in 1983

some 13 million acres will be f

planted to no-till, up from 3.3
million in 1972. By the year
2010, USDA estimates more
than half of all mphpd
planted will be under no-till,

and 95 percent will be in some
Bi

form of conservation tillage.

Until recently, e major
deterrent to conservation
tillage has been its

appearance. A “trashy-
looking"" field was, to many, &
sign of a poor farmer. But
today, the residue-littered
field is fast becoming the
mark of an intelligent farm
manager. In fact, many now
say conservation tillage may
well be the most significant
agricultural change since the
introduction of hybrid corn.

Grassed Waterways
Still Important
Conservation Tools

Although many crop pro-
ducers  consider  grassed
waterways a thing of the past,
they still are an excellent
conservation practice. Silta-
tion and herbicide damage
have caused many waterways
to fail, but these problems can
be solved with good manage-
ment.

Stewart Melvin, Iowa State
University extension agri-
cultural engineer, says even
though conservation tillage is
being used on more acres of
Iowa farmland, waterways are
still one of the best techniques
for preventing major rill
erosion.  “Excessive rill
erosion occurs where
channeled water runs across
unprotected land surfaces,’
Melvin says

Even notilled land is
subject to erosion by a concen-
trated flow of water, he said.
And good grassed waterways
can provide a stable channel
for runoff water without
causing erosion, sediment
buildup or flooding in a field.

Good waterways must be
properly constructed and
maintained, Soil Conservation
Service technicians can help
design a waterway that is of
the proper shape, width, depth
and alignment for a field.

After design work is done,
Melvin says trees and brush
should be cleared from the
waterway site. Where subsoil
is  unproductive, topsoil
should "be removed and
stockpiled for spreading after
the waterway has been
shaped. In very wet areas,
subsurface drains should be
laid on both sides of the water-
way,

As soon as possible after
the waterway has been
shaped, the producer should
establish a quick initial
ground cover and a permanent

* sprayer

waterways that will e wet for
long  periods, " fantucky
bluegrass is & good ehojce, but
it may require T
management
it establishes mopg
than other grasses, Ty fescue
forms a weak sod, but it can
be used in waterways if
seeded at high rates,

“Whatever kingd of grass
you decide to usa in your
waterways, don't skimp on
seed,”" he says, “A thick initial
stand is what you want to
develop.”

Spring  or |af mmer
seedings have the b&’:hmce
of success. The seed can be
drilled or broadcast, but
should be seeded one-fourth to
Lhree-D fuurlahs inch deep,

“Don't disk in grasy seed,"”
he says. ““Roll or harrow it i
to achieve the

Stephen Barnhart, Iowg State
Ugnversity Extension agrono-
mist, says good soil fertility in
the waterway seedbed  is
important for rapid gtand
estl:bhshment,

ertilizer should be applied
on the basis of soil test rzggm-
mendations, Barnhart says.
coverage and good seed-to-soil
contact you want.""

Early stands can be
protected from erosion by a
light covering of straw or
other mulch. Or, producers
can sow a companion crop of
oats into waterways during

the establishment year,
Once established, water-
ways still require main-

tenance, Melvin says. Two

problems that have kept
many farmers from
maintaining  their grassed
waterways are sediment
deposits and herbicide
damage. With careful

management and the use of
some additional conservation
practices, Melvin said these
problems can be solved.

“'Conservation tillage, strip
cropping and using terraces
along with grassed waterways
will reduce soil losses on the
land being drained and
protect the waterways from
sediment buildup,” ~ Melvin
says. “And effective shut-off
valves and no-drip nozzlg
equipment Wi
prevent accidental herbicide
application to the water-
ways.”

Herbicide selection also is
important to consider when
planning to spray around
waterways. Because long-
lived, highly water soluble
grass herbicides
hazardous to use around
grassed waterways, Melvin
says producers should try to
use chemicals with low water
solubility in the watershed
above waterways.

Got something to give
away? Place a free ad in the
Tama News-Herald.

cropland erosion combines conservation tillage systems with
other needed practices. In lowa, for example, this farmer

UNSIGHTLY BUT USEFUL — The “trash" littered
field of a conservation tillage system may seem unsightly to
some, but the crop residue protects the land from erosion and
retains moisture for the next crop.

Wind Erosion Control Incentives Available

Action was taken last
spring by the Iowa General
Assembly to modify the

state's Wind Erosion Control
Incentive Program (WECIP).
Funds from the road use tax
fund will continue to support
the program at a level of
$250,000 annually, according
to James Gulliford, director of
the Towa Department of Soil
Conservation

Funds are used to help land-
owners and tenants install
and maintain control practices
like conservation tillage, field
windbreaks and grass strips
to reduce wind erosion along
designated segments of roads

are @nd highways where such

erosion interferes  with
highway maintenance on the
safe operation of vehicles.

All 100 of Towa's soil con-
servation districts are eligible
to participate in this program.
For lands to qualify, they
must meet the following
criteria:

— Have excessive loss of
s0il due to wind erosion;

COMBINED SYSTEM —

Our future hangs in the balance

Our future and that of generations to
come depends on the wise use of our re-
sources, of our land and of our energy
sources. We congratulate our farmers on
their soil conservation practices and urge
all to help us save energy for coming
generations.

lowa Hectric Light and Power Company

To Save, it'’s going to take all of us

THE EROSION STOPPERS

Now you can build up your soil while you stop
erosion with Brilliony’s 14 models of Soil Builders
These conservation tillage machines slice throug
residue, then chisel and ridge the soil They increase
water holding capacity. Blend i
trash. Fight water and wind eros

Brillion Soil Builders are the one-t
tillage tools that save fuel and co!
acres compared to moldboard plov
s of farmers who have use
Builders. Available in new 15- 3
fi tracto 5,72.9.11and
match what 1.p. you have

BUILDING THEM BIGGER AND BETTER

WILCOX

Repair & Equipment
R.R.1

i

¥ Tama, la.
Phone 515-484-3657

The best approach to reducing

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM —

1B

Conservatits

Towa

— Be adjacent to road
segments that have been
identified as having problems
related to wind erosion; and

— Generate interest from
among landowners to partici-
pate in the program.

Soil conservation district
commissioners work with the
county engineer and district
highway engineer to identify
and set priorities for road
segments each year where
wind-blown sediment is a
maintenance or safety hazard.

Qualifying farmers and
landowners are then eligible to
sign up for available incen-
tives. Those include a one-
time payment of $30 per acre
in return for a five-year
contract to leave surface
residues at prescribed levels
after planting. Also,
incentives of 81,000 per acre
for field windbreaks and $500
per acre for permanent grass
strips are available.

This year, incentive
payments may be made only
on acres that are within one-
eighth mile of the designated
road segment. Those who
receive incentives for either
field windbreaks or grass
strips must sign 20-year
maintenance agreements to
maintain the practices.

Dary
fifth graders during the ann

wild plants are edible. All fif
schools attend the outdoor clas

The Iowa Department of
Soil Conservation coordinates
administration of the program
with the lowa Department of
Transportation and the lowa
Conservation
according to Gulliford. For the
conservation tillage incentive,

Commission,

talks to Tama Count;
ual outdoor classroom held esél
May at Otter Creek Park, north of Toledo. Among othe
things, Batterson pointed out to the students that varidu:

ifth graders in Tama County
sroom. |

Iy
landowners also agree not tc |

disturb their fields aftes
harvest.

The remaining erop
residues also reduce snow
removal on roadways and

offer added wildlife habitat |
and protection. J

SELLING SOIL CONSERVATION — Frank Schaller,
retired agronomy professor from lowa State University In
Ames, has been hired by the Lake Park wnd Holding
Corporation to talk to farmers in the Union Grove Lake aren;
south of Gladbrook, shout soil conservation. Conservatlon |
must be practiced or the lake could be lost

Protect

Let us
Build your
Terraces

and
Waterways

Conservation — 1
An Investment in the Future

The Land —

Tree and Stump Removal

Bulldozing - Grading

Free Estimates

Better

LaVern Bartling
402 Jackson St. — Tama, lowa o

Dozing Service

Ph. 515-484-4511
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Gladbrook farmers,

their corn and oosvbun croga
look very good and seem to be
the talk of the area. Many
farmers  throughout  the
growing season have stopped
to see the fields, and seem
amazed that the system really

works,
What exactly are they
d
They're planting row crops
on ridges with their new
planter, and they're
doing it without any prior
tillage. The ridges were built
last season with their Hinker
cultivator and this spring

Book Available
On Conservation

An educational book on soil
conservation has been pub-
lished by the US Department
of Agriculture Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS). The
46-page book includes 24
teaching activities, with sub-
jects such as soil ecology,
managing soil resources, and
urban  soil  conservation
practices

“The book is one we've
needed for a long time,"" says
William Bruene, State Con-
servationist for SCS in Iowa.

Teachers or others
interested in obtaining a copy
of the book should contact
their local Soil Conservation
Service office

they went 100 percent ridge

- plant

Nitrogen, starter fertilizer,
herbicide, and insecticide are
all put on with the planter in
one single trip. No tillage is
done ahead of planting.

Better erosion control is one
reason Bob and Randy made
the switch. According to Bob,
“There's no way I can terrace
all of my ground. Sure it
would be nice but that's wish-
ful thinking. Economically, it
just isn't feasible. I feel this
type of tillage system offers
another alternative."

Randy also feels good about
the erosion control with their
system. Very little crop
residue is actually buried and
this is the reason erosion
control is enchanced. Farming

on the contour with this
system is also highly recom-
mended by Beichley

With this system, Bob feels
that weeds are no more of a
problem than conventional
systems, In fact, he feels he
has 50 percent less problems
with “buttonweeds” because
the weed seeds can't
germinate when you don't
disturb  the soil. And
volunteer corn is a thing of the
past.

On sod ground they use
atrazine and liquid nitrogen.
On corn ground they band
spray Dual and broadcast 2,4
D and Banvel in spike stage.
Bob estimates that total
herbicide cost is only
$9.50/acre on corn ground and
roughly $12.00/acre on sod
ground.

BOB WIESE AND RANDY BEICHLEY

bladbrook Farmers Try Ridge Planting

Although both Randy and
Bob feel that penetration is
excellent with their planter,
they are considering
switching to lead press wheels
to aid in covering the seed in
sod. And they feel that
emergence is better now than
with conventional tillage.

Other advantages of ridge
planting, according to these
area farmers, include:

— Large tractors are no
longer necessary.

— It only takes 1 to 1%
gallons of diesel fuel per acre
to get the crop in the ground
and cultivate.

Perhaps the real measure of
their success with this tillage
system will come at harvest
time. Bob and Randy expect
good things this fall, and since
they do no fall tillage, Bob
said with a smile, he won't
have to spin his wheels chisel
plowing this year, but will
instead take his wife on a
Caribbean cruise to celebrate
their 25th wedding anniver-
sary,

Oddity

A vegetable oddity was
found recently in the base-
ment at the home of Earl De
Jong of Montezuma. It was a
potato which grew in the open
air of the basement, some
unusually long roots. One of
the roots is approximately 8
feet long. Another potato had
roots only two or three feet
long but several small
polatoes were growing along
the root. - The Montezuma
Republican.

Ry
GRADING OF THE

the middle of Sept.

county engineer Robert
spell, the roa
Meanwhile, the detour to the

park entrance.

Otter Creel
road is moving along well. Steger-]
Dubuque, expects to have the o
graded to a 40 ft. width (compared to present 28 f¢.

Gumbert. Barring o
s expected to reopen to traff

mile east, two miles north, west one mile and

% 3

3 ‘ 3
k Park and County Lake
Heiderschelt Construction,
ert work and the rond
width) by

mber. A rock contractor will then lay a
special strengthening fabric before laying the 24 fy,
roadway. ‘I'he rock will then be coaf

control dust and give more stability to

wide rock
with chloride to help
the road, according to
ngthy rainy
by mid-October.
and Lake is one
then south to the

County Park

Nicholson: ““About one
third of the job done.”

How does lowa compare
with other states in soil
conservation? And how does
Tama county rank statewide in
soil conservation? We asked
those questions of John
Nicholson, Tama county soil
conservationist,

‘‘Let me first say that lowa
has more soil erosion than any
other state in the nation,’
Nicholson replied.

“‘Statewide, about a third of
the soil conservation job is
done,*" he added

He went on to say that lowa
leads the nation in soil
conservation with the strong-
est program, and the most
dollars spent. And Tama
county ranks in the top ten
percent statewide,

In addition to Federal funds
available to farmers through
ASCS, the state has appro-
priated funds for soil conser-
vation. And the Tama County
Board of Supervisors have
channeled additional funds
through the county ASCS pro-
gram to encourage grassways,
terraces and the like.

Gary Welton and his crew, Bob Henson & Mike Mathe

Gary & Joanne Welton with bulldozer
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Joanne Welton operates the fuel truck
to supply the heavy equipment.

Tiling - Drott Backhoe
‘Bulldozers - Scrapers

WELTON CONSTRUCTION, INC.
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~"‘
-

In spite of those efforts the
ASCS waiting list of applica-
tions for matching funds is
long. As a result a significant
amount of work is done every
year by county farmers
without the aid of ASCS funds.

n the positive side Nichol-
son pointed out that there are
1,400,000 lineal feet of
terracing in Tama county
although an estimated 24
million additional lineal feet
are needed.

Over 6,000 acres of grass
walerways have been built in
Tama county with an estimat-
ed need of 3,500 more

By contrast with just a few
years ago nearly all Tama
county farmers uses minimum

»

tillage programs of some sort

And those employing no-til
methods have grown from less
than ten in 1980 to over one
hundred in 1983.

“*As top soil is reduced the
amount of investment to raise
a crop must be increased,’
Nicholson said.

“If all farmers would adopt
no-til farming on the contour,
soil erosion problems would be
reduced by at least forty
percent overnight,"" Nicholson
stated. “'and those are the
most economical methods of
achieving soil conservation
Not a cure-all, but an excellent
tool."

One Soviet farm worker
produces 33,000 pounds of
food crops per year. The U.S
farmer produces 376,000
pounds each year
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* Each precisely-manufac
pellet has the exact N-f
ratio of the analysis
ideally suited for today
“precision farming.

* The uniform pellets
can be spread easily &
evenly for uniform soil

corn feeding
* Two forms of N & P in
each pellet start plants

continuously to maturi
* The Nitrogen is stable,
for surface application,
Tf moves info the soil
with moisture or tillage,
stores well over Winter

available to the crop,
resists fixation in
acid soils

TM's ORTHO, CHEVRON and design,

Fall Fertilization with

fits your system of reduced tillage for corn.

fertility and uniform = 2

fast, then feed the crop "

early, effective Spring use,
* The Phosphorous is 100%

TAMA CO. AG SERVICE

Highway 63 at North edge of Toledo

HO UNIPEL® 20-10-10

tured

* The location of each pellet
K

provides your choice of an
N-PK ratio for balanced plant
feeding.

* Has the farm-proved
potential for corn yield
increases of 8 bushels an acre
Or MOTre over programs
using a conventional
= dry blend.
* Low Calcium Carbon-
ate Equivalent maintains
more favorable soil pH,
ty saves $2 or more per acre
safe on liming costs. (Important
because control of soil

acidity is a problem in
reduced tillage.)

Get all these benefits, save
fime next Spring to plant corn
ontime ... by fertilizing this
Fall with UNIPEL 20-10-10.

See this ORTHO fertilizer
dealer soon:
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= OrTHO

FERTILIZERS

Pty 1 Wk G e

Phone 515-484-4880

UNIPEL; Helping the World Grow Befter; Reg, U.S. Pat. & T3 Off. CHV 833K
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To our Tama County farmers on
their conservation practices

lowa leads the nation in soil conservation — and Tama
County ranks in the top ten counties in lowa. lowa was
the first state to provide financial assistance for soil
conservation and Tama County also provides funds.
There are 1,400,000 lineal feet of terracing in the county,

to keep up the good work.

6,000 acres of grass waterways and other soil conserva-
tion practices are rapidly being adopted. But we still
have a long way to go. So we urge you, our farm friends,

THE FUTURE OF THE SOIL IS IN YOUR HANDS.

WE SUPPORT SOIL CONSERVATION IN TAMA COUNTY
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