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: HISTORY OF WOODWARD

The town of Woodward came into existance when the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad was being built in the sarly 18807=.

Because the town of Xenia, which was located 1 1/2 miles east of
here was bullt on a stesp incline where trains could not stop, 1t was

decided to build the train depot on tevel ground. Thus the town of

Hoodward was born oand it was incorporated in 1880
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The original name for the fown was Colton, but trouble developed as

the result of a town in another part of the state alresady being namsd
Colton. After various trouble with mail and the like, the nams was
changed to Woodward.

The town grew rapidly at first. Folks who had been the mnainstavs
in Aenia began Lo move over to bthe Woodward Tocation. Im meveral

cases, bthe houses and sven soms of the stores builldinos were moved

ienia to Woodward

The mural was desionsd and painted by Dennds Sdams for ours
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Centennial celebration on 1983, Each image in the collage repre
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at Tsast one aspect of Woodwaerd's history.  The bhudffalo represents the

tast bufdalo in Dallas County that was kBilled where Woodward 1s now.
The Indian signifiss the‘lndianﬁ that werse pressnh in this ares.

This Indian is mamsd Two Hatochebts and belonosd to the Bilowas tribe.
The team of horeses signifiss agriculturs and also the relocation of

the community of Xenila to the present site of Woodward.
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Two Tocomotives are pilictured. One is coal burning snains that

wWas commoanly used in o thes 1BOO s, It mot only siganifies the rallroad’ s

part in Moodward’s history, but also the coal mining in thse ares as

well o, The newer streaml ined steam locomobive was used from

193078 to the 19507s.
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To brding the town’s history up o date, fthe ool lags drol o

grain sievator in the sunset.
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This houss was the homs of Me. and Mrs., W.S. Cratt and familv. Ik

was buillt in 18%93. Mr. Cratit was the first Mavor of Woodward and
owned the first gsneral merchandising business in town. His store was
Tocated where the Woodward Hardwars is todsy.  The houss has Desn mads
into aprtments in ereosnt vears.

The school is locabsed at the end of this biock. The bhuilding
directly in front of us was built in 1907, The class of 1908 was the
first to graduate from the new school . There were four girls and $four
bovs to gradoeated feom the ELEVENTH grade. Three of the bovs returnsd
the following vear to maks the first THELFTH grade in 1909,

Im 1930 & gymmasium and four ol assroomns were added to the north of
the orioinal building.

Im 1957 an addition was built to the south of the original
building. It houwsss the slementary. bthe supsrintendent’'s office, the
Eitohen and a Taecges pultil-puroose coom. The Woodeard and Grangese
school districts merged in 1964, In 1970 and 71 an addition was bhuilh

to the north of the 1930 building. This addition included olas

TS
armd a new gvmnasium facil ity .

The Catholic churoh was originally a Baptist Ohuroh bthat was

organized in 1890 and built in 1891. The Baptist Church was dissolved
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Aoocording o serveral stories handed down through the generations
and other written accounts by esarly settlers of the area, the spot

where the last wild buffalo that roamsd the prairies of lowa was

Eilled in the early 18407's is located in Woodward.,

The ochass Etahted soms " miles south of Ft. Dodge. The buffalo was
Dursued_by horsemen and was finally shot and killed by a Mr. Cote.
The meat was divided among the farmers residing in the area at that
time and the hide was also divided into sguares and ussd for cushions
for the soring ssats of their wagons.

The Mike Feller residence is in the approdimate spoob where the
Eilling ocoured.

The beginnings of the Methodist Church date back to 1850 whsn

circuit riders cams to the area. Later, a Methodist Chureoh owas
aztabl ished at Xenia and lTater moved to Woodward. The first Methoidst
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Church was srected at this location in 1BEZ.

e origlinal ohuweoh was
used until 1907 when a new brick church was built. The educational
and fellowship wing was added in 195%.  In 1984, the 1907 church was
torn down and this new ohuroch was built., The United Methodist Churoh
celtebhrated its Centennial in 1982 -~ 100 vears in the same Tocation.

I Woodward has a tandmark, it is perobably the McColl House. Ths

house was built in 1903, the same vear that édnthony Miltroy Molold

marrisd Hessie Uraft.
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Anthony MoColl was probably Woodward’ s most distinguished citizen.

He came with his family fto this area in 1877 and started his political

caresr in 1EYT0. He served as Clerk of the District Cowurt in Dallas

Couty for six yvears and in 1910 he was appointed a State Senator.
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Im 1913 he was appointed to the State Board of Control. a2 posibtion
he served in for 18 vears., T was while he was a member of this Boarod

of Control that Me. MocColl gave his biggest 1i6t to Woodward. e



=manaasd, after somswhat of a struggie, to have the State Hospital
builtt at Woodward.
M. Mololl passed away in 1952 at his home at the age of 924 vears.
The servicss were planned to conform with his wishes that thahritﬁﬁ be
under the trees in the vard that he loved so much. Nearly 300 people
from all over Iowa cams to pay their respects to AM. Mocoltl . a former
State Sernator and Tongtime Republican leader. Mrs, MoColl passed

away in 19463, They are buwried in the Woodward Cemstery.

Following the death of their daughter, Jesan Mololl, in 1970, the

house has been sold four bimes. The present owners are Steven and Jan

Damielson Hailser and daughter, Makenzie. The Haiser’'s have spent much
time and sffort to preserve the original character of the houss.

The Christian Church was built in 188&4. Prioe to that, services

were conducted in variows places in Woodward. Im 1%1é4 & compliete
Dazement was dug under the church and in 1923 new oak pews and the
Deautiful stainsd glass windows were added. Several improvements have
been made over the vears, the most rscent being the painting of the

CUF in the circle above the doors. This was painted by ennis Adam
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who also painted the Centennial Mural.,
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fs praeviously noted, bhell which hanas in this church origina
came from the Baptist Church in the sarly 19307s after that
congragation dissolved.

The Christian Churob recently celebrated their centennial

O SN VANTE .

The first schoolthouse in Woodward was Tocated in this block. It

wan & two story brick building that was buillt in 1883, Dl asses wars
held for first through the tenth grades. The first graduation was

Rl dn 1887 with 9 girls in the class. Im 1904 the slsventh grade
wan acdoded . The Duiladimg was torn down when the new sohoolhouss was

built in 19207.



On this corner s one of the oldest buildings in Woodward. It

originally the office and pharmacy of Dr. D.J. Brookings., who moves

Woodward from Xenia. Dr. Brookings received his medical degres in

1869 and was a very noted pionesr physician throughout Iowa and the

United States. He was especially noted for his resgarch and study
with both typhold and scarlet fever.

The aAssembly of God Church was the last to occupy this building.

The congregation was fornsed in 1944 and the building was remodsl ed to
mast the needs of the church. In the summer of 1986 the Assembly of
God congregation dedicated their new church building which is located
on South LaRus Streest.
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This corner is the Togcation of whers the first house wa
Woodward . The house was moved to make way for the Siglin Spartmsnts.
Its present location is 201 Jackson Avenus, northwest of the new
school houses addition.
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Also Tocated on this property is a Chestnut Tree which

unocommon in the midwest. The tree is the first one on the parking
east of the apartment building.
On the opposite cornesr s the site of the old Victorian mansion,

commonly refearred to as the Naiden House, that was a landmark in the

area tor 75 vears,

Construction of the "Sanks Falace! began in 1882. The spiral
stairocase from the basemsnt to the 4th Floor was Jjust one center of
attraction inside the house. Another was the towsr that rose from one
corner and the oity of Des Moinss couwld be ssen from the top of the
oo .

The walls were of three bhrick thickness, with a va frembwesmern Lwo
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af the lavers. The bricks for the house were kilned riaht on the

mite, Stones that were used for footings and decoration came from the



“same guarry along the Des Moiness River that provided stone for the

capitol building in Des Moines.

e five story mansion served as & homs for bthe Sanks’ and their
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dauvghter Carrise and her family, as well as office and clinical rooms
For e SBanks.  An operating room was located on ons of the uppsr
Floors. The mansion atbracted horse and buggy touwrists from up bo 50
MLl s AWaY .

D Banks passed away in 1891 and Mrs. Sanks in 1904, The home
then becamse the property of their dawghter, Carerie and her husband,
Henry Naiden, & local businessman. It was during this time the houss
Decams Bnown as the "Maildern Houss.

Hanry Maiden died in 1925 and Carrie disposed of the propsety and
moved bto Des Moines. Attser the houses passed from the Sanks’ heirs,
the mansion started on its downward path. Iy e sarly 19507 fhe
mouse was condemned and the oity orderesd it torn down .

Im 1958 the house was toen down, but by this ftime the marble
fFireplaces and walnul staircase had been stolen out of the houoss.,
About 400,000 bricks were salvaged and some of them were used to build
the small brick houss on the rear of the Tob.

Thus, aftter 75 vears, the life of the most magnificent building in
the arsas was ended.  For thoss who sver saw bthe houss, no matibse bhow
deteriorated its condition, the memnories still Tongsre on.

This is ths athletic Field for the Woodward-Granasre School .o Bast

of the field is the Hass housing addition which was platted in 1977,
Im 1951, +five acres of Tand were donated fto the city for a park.

The park was namsd The Anthony M. McColl Park as a memorial to

Woodward’s most distinoguished citizen.

The shelter house is the original depobt on its original site that

served the Interurban Railway that connected the cural communitid

with the city of les Moines.



The Interurban besgan service in 1906 and both freiaght and
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passengers were carried on this rail lTine. Fassenger service snded in

1941 and the Woodward branch of the Interurban was abandoned in 1944,

This house is also one of the older homes in WHoodwaed. T was

built by Abner Harlow & pionser of the area and a prominent

businessman. The home is presently owned by Robert Hemming. His
wifte, Hettv, was the granddauvahter of abner Harlow.

The City Jail built in 1894 once stood where the City Hall

today .

Just o owesst of the Jaill was the old Engine House o bhe Woodwasd

Voluntesr Fire Company. The Engine Howse was built Tinm 1892 and

housed the hand drawn hose cart that was purchased in 1911 for #9595
Also in this gensral area was the first of many gas stations to

built in Woodward.

One of the notable buildings on Main Street is the Woodwars Stat

Bank building, which is at present a law office for attorney, Ever

M1 bheres This is not one of the older buildings as it was nobt buil
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until 1928, Howsver, it doss have a unigus architecture that has
well preserved,

Just north of the State Bank building is the Woodward FPublic
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doctors, Tawysrs, rsaltors and a photography studio. It cwrently
houses the grocery store and apartments upstairs.

The Fire Station, still being used todavy, was bhuilt in 19215, For

many vears bthe upstairs of the building served as city offices and was

the homs of the WHoodward Public Library $from 19446 to 196%.



