 ABNUAL KEPOR?
of
DES MOIEES COUNTY SOIL COSSBERVATION DISTRICT
Period Ending December 31, 1954

The annual report of the district activities and accomplishments
for the past year seems to leave out a p?ou deal of progress that has
been made in the sounty. You will not find in these pages the changed
attitudes of the average older farmer; nor the fresh new idens of the
young farmer es regards a determination to keep the farm in high pro-
duction as long ss he needs it, and leave it in as good condition as
he found; nor the change in the livestock feeding hebits; nor even the

improvement in the seeding mixtures end methods.

Progress is being wede toward the gosl of eonservation on every
farm in Des lioines County, also toward the final goal of the use of
each acre of land within 1ts capebllity and the tresztment of esch acre
of land in soccordance with its neede for protection and lmprovement.

An election was held on Januwery €1, 1954 for Distriet Commissioner.
Welter Eyre was elected to a six year term to replace leaneth Redfern,
retiring Commissioner. Hugh Jemison wis appointed Chairmen of the
Distriet Comaissioners for the yesr 1954. Hleven istriet Comissioners®
moetings were held during the year

The Burlington Chember of Mm hel its annual Couservetion
Recognition dinner on J sunuary 29, 1954 for the contestants in the 1959
sonservation oonteste Dr. Jumes H. “ilton, president of Iows State
College, was the prineipsl spesker a% the dinner. Thirteen winners in
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the ocontests were honored and also received a prize from the distriete

In eonjunction with this dimuer the Parm Institute was held in the
morning, et which Yim Wallace, mansger of the Foundstion Farms, showed
slides and u‘xua of the work with these farms. The corn yield contest
held in 1955 was not held im 1954 due to the Pfact there were only four
entries, not enough to hold the contest.

During the year the distriect staff spent considerable time on the
ACPrograme This tended to reduce the time avallsble for getting the
distriet work accomplished, This is not altogether & bad festure, as
it did give opportunity to work with non-cooperators and interest them
in other conservation needs, and to improve the quality of the appli~
cation on conservation measures paid for from ACP funds.

The time spent on ACP tile jobs is considerable snd very little,
if any, conservetion is asccomplished. This practice, if deleted from
the ACP approved practices, would (we feel) ineresse insteed of deorease
the needed soil conservation practices that setually conserve.soile

The loeal 4CP office set up the full 5% fund and the disiriet use d
the entire amount and some ACP work was paid for by regular P46 funds.
The distriet has enjoyed very fine cooperation on the part of the local
ACF office.

A forage field day set up by the extension service and the distriot
was reined out on three different days and finally abandonede

The District helped sponsor four rursl school teschers to the
Springbrook Conservation Jchool during the summer. The tuition for

firse Alma Lundeen of iediapolis, Mrs., Zelms Hillmen and M¥rs. Cleo Heury
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of Burlington wss paid for by the districte The tuition of lirs. Hothel
Walker was paid by the Nediapolis Sportsmen's Club.

A now Supplemental Hemorandum of Understanding with the Soil Cone~
seorvetion Service was eigned as directed by the Iistriot Commissioners
on May 2L, 195L and recorded in the minutes of the Commissioners' meeting
c¢f that date.

Vietor Siens, the les ioines County entry in the third annusl Seil
Conservation Award Progranm qmuénd by the lows Retail Ferm Equipment
Assoolation, was one 0f six sntries to receive a certificete of recoge
nition for outstanding work in helpiasg to promote soil conservation and
good land use.

Five Des lioines County L~H Club boys wonm sn alle-expense paid trip
to lowa Stete College and toured the agromomy building and soil testing
laboratory as an award for their work in soll conservation projects. The
Des lioines County Soil Conservation Distriot mmde the swards. They wont
to Gene irekel, Howard Meitser, Martin sirt, Leosard Lane sud Paul Jomes.
Hugh Jsmison, Chalrmen of the Distriet Commissioners, sccompsnied the
boys to /mes and took them to the football gamwe.

The District Commissioners and the irtension Service held two
pasture tours during July, which some sixty farmers sttended snd viewed
some very good birdsfoot trefeil seedings and pestures. Rencoveted
pastures sre appearing throughout the county on cooperstor and non-cooperator
farms alikes

Two Distriet Comsiesioners' Regional kestings wers held during
the year. The first, at it. Plessant on dsrch 16, wes attended by the
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District olerk end R. He Audsley, Work Umit Conservationist. The secoad
was held in Burlington on Uscember 17 snd due to slick roads in swurround-
ing counties a smmll group was presents There were some seventeen preseant
from six counties. Jemes . Hodges, looal county extension director, aand
Re He Audsley, Viork Unit Couservationiet, represented the loeal district.
The county extension direstor had a previous engagement which took him
sway about the tiue the regionsl meeting started.

The following sre the amounts of practices sccomplished through
personnel help from the Des Moines County Soil Conservetion Listriot.
This does not imclude counservation practices not aetuslly helped on by
loesl perscunel=~for example, the distriot steked out 1175 meres of oo~
wuftn;. but there was approximately G000 seres of contouring in the county.

Practice Unit susntity
Contouring Aeres 1175
Pasture improvement » 66
land olesring ” 1e5
Wildlife ares improvement - LS
lioodland stand improvement - il
Fish pond improvement Hoe L3
Ferm Drainage Leores 345
Tile Drainage Le Fte 148,112
Terrace & Diversiocns Mie Gel
Foads Hoe 50
Conerete Dams " 10
Drop Spillways - 17

fister Course Aores 17



Initisl Agreements 3e 5147 Aeres

Basic Plens 3 5ige ™

Totel Bugic Plans to Dete 330

Total Cooperators to Dete L9

Personnel loceted at the Des loines County Soil Conservatiom
Idstriet office, provided by the Soil Conservation Service, and the
proportion of the yesr's time spent in the locsl county is ss follows:

Re He Audsley Ferm {lanner 100%
Jaok Juosohs Conservation ald 100%
Harold Ssndelius agrieultursl Engineer 574
Stanley fimmons Engineering Aid 35%

Harold Sendeliue a&nd St ley fimmons are shared with two other
counties. lerry Helley, Techniecal iid, 75l Larry was paid by state
spproprietion end by ACP 54 money provided to help defrsy extrs expenses
of determining the need, practicability, sppliestion and certification
of the ACP precticess lrs. Isebelle Fuller, Distriet Clerk, 100%.
larry Kalley sterted work at the Distriot office in ipril.

The Des loines County Distriot Commissioners wish to thank the
following coopersting & encies for their help in the conservation work
in the county: Des Hoines County Uxtension Service, Soil “onservation
Servies, Agricultural Stebilisetion end Conservetion, Xowe State Cone
servation Commission, Voentional Agrioultursl Group, Farm Home Adminie
stration, Isase Wislton League, Surliagton Chamber of Commerce, Li=H Clubs
end Stute Soil Conservation committee. The Distriot takes this oppor=
tundty to show ite gratitude for the Plnanell essistence to the Distriet



from the Utabe of lows.
Also, GLhe Emin;mﬂ wish to thank the Surlington Hawkeye-uazette
and the dedispolis Kew ire for the publiecity and mewe items earried by
these paperse
Respectiully submitted,
DES MULEES COURTY BCIL CUNSHRVATION DISTRICY




