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o Remember ©

One cent candy, Uncle Tom’s Cabin - Tent Show, Ice
Cream Parlors, Millinery stores.
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Marshall County Courthouse — Book 364 - Pé‘ge 2

3 Memories [
‘ 1890

Taxes for 1889 - $3.58; One Turkey - $1; Oil Meal - $5.50
‘per ton; Buggy Whip - 75¢.
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For many years Indians from the Indian reservation
in Tama County continued to make their trek every
year to Clear Creek. An early resident wrote that when
she first married (1890), “It was not an uncommon
sight to watch a band of roving Indians pass by our
place. Quite often they would camp along the
roadway, under some large maple trees east of our
house. They would bring their ponies into our
barnyard to water them from our well and get water to
use in camp. One evening we went to their camp. The
men would talk to us and tell us of their roving trips into
the timber west of Rhodes to gather herbs to dry for
medical purposes. One evening as we neared camp we
saw an Indian woman scraping something resembling
a chicken. But when we got close enough we
discovered it was a large turtle. She washed and
scraped until it was as clean as any chicken could be.”
This movement apparently continued until at least
1900.

The first mention of a better light than a candle and
lamp was recorded April 27, 1899. “Everyone went to
Mackey’s last night to see the new gas light.” Older
residents of our town remember when gas street lights
were from the business district north to where the
Methodist Protestant Church used to stand. (Fremont
Street)

At one time there was a sorghum mill located in
section 33, run by a family by the name of Kennedy,
located three miles south of the west edge of Rhodes.
In the 1874 census, there were 30 gallons of sorghum
made in the township that year.

After the railroad came into existance and had
passenger service, residents of this community turned
more to their county seat of Marshalltown. But it was
not until roads were improved that the people turned to
Marshalltown as their trading center as well as a place

to transact business.
The turn of the century found Edenville as a growing,

thriving village with a population of 476 and the
township population of 1, 126.

Various improvements were being made, as in 1901,
stone crossings were put on the streets and large tiles
placed to take the heavy rains away.

A small park was made at the west end of the depot
by the railroad.

The rural residents of Eden Township were thrilled,
in December of 1901, with Rural Free Delivery that
brought them the convenience of mail delivery to their
farmsteads.

Major grading was done, in 1915, on the Skunk
Creek hills, one mile east of Rhodes, the work being
done by the county steam shovel. The work took two
months and 9,000 cubic yards of dirt was moved.

In 1915, drilling of the town well and the installation
of the water tower brought town water to almost every
home in the community and any farm within the city
limits. Many ladies thought their days of carrying water
from the family pump for the laundry was over, but not
so. The iron content of the town water was so high that
many clothes were ruined, before the return to the
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family water supply. It was several years before
chemicals were added to the water to make it useable
for human consumption and for the laundry.

The E.C. Trail was brought up to grade in 1922 and
was a great boon to the traffic thru Rhodes. This gravel
road started in Eldora, ran thru Bear Grove to
Melbourne and Rhodes, on to Collins and ending in
Colfax.

The Diagonal, now Highway No. 330, going from
Des Moines to Marshalltown, brought controversy
between the farmers and the Department of
Transportation over cutting through the farms. This
road did reduce the miles and is now in the process of
being regraded and resurfaced. With these highways
and hard surfaced roads, the community has been
made more accessible to larger town and cities, as
Marshalltown, Ames, Newton and Des Moines.
Because of increased mechanization on farms, job
opportunities have to be sought in these larger towns
with their factories, offices, stores and etc. Faster
transportation, better roads and employment in other
towns, has changed Rhodes from a staid family
oriented community, to one of mobility, with residents
traveling daily to their jobs.

The residents were very sociable and interested in all
types of clubs, organizations and entertainment, such
as the annual Eden Fair, dances held in the Opere
House, baseball, Chautauqua and Lyceum, movies
band concerts and ice skating.

Rhodes was known for its highly ranked basebal
team and during the summers in the teens, crowds
would gather every Sunday at the baseball diamond or
the old fair grounds at the north end of Main Street
Free outdoor movies were shown every summer anc
held once a week in the open area just south of the
Opera House. In the late 30’s and 40’s paid admissior
movies were held in the Opera House.

Radio came to Rhodes in 1921 when the Supt. of the
Rhodes School, W.B. Gregg, purchased a set, invitec
friends in to listen to the “Phantoms of the Air.” The
Rhodesites would take turns listening through the
head set.

Band concerts were a part of the summer social life
Volunteer members of the band gave a Saturday nigh
concert, to a town full, from a band stand usuall\
situated on Main Street in the business district. Man)
sat in their cars, honking their approval at the end o
each musical rendition. The children saved thei
money for this night when they spent it on popcorn
pop, candy or ice cream. Business establishment:
would stay open on Saturday night for business.

Memories

1890

Halter & Bridle - $4.50; Shoes - $1.10 per pair; Pitc
Fork - 40¢; One dinner - 25¢.



Mayor’s Proclamation

To the people of Rhodes and Community:

Whereas, the continued depression has created
a severe strain upon all classes of people and
upon all kinds of business, including banks, and

Whereas, the welfare of the entire community
is to a great extent dependent upon the con-
tinued and successful operation of the banks,
so that they may continue to carry their loans
without resorting to unduly severe measures of
collection, and

Whereas, at no time within the memory of
this generation has it been more essential to
business men and farmers to have banks finance
their operations, and

Whereas, such financial aid may be im-
possible if the depositors call for their money
faster than the banks can make their collections,
and

Whereas, it is desirable that the people of this
community abstain from their usuaremployment
to give thought and to counsel with each other
for their mutual welfare and prosperity.

Now therefore, I, H. G. Buck, mayor of the town of
Rhodes, lowa, do hereby proclaim and declare Thursday,
June 30,1932,and each succeeding day thereafter for a period
of one week ending Wednesday evening, July 6,to be atime
of public holiday and that, during the whole of which, sub-
ject to further orders, all places og business thruout the said
town shall be and remain closed except gasoline stations,
food stores and drug stores may serve the absolute require-
ments of their clientele.

In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of said town to be hereunto affixed this 30th
day of June, A. D, 1932.

(Signed) H. G. BUCK,
Mayor

Rhodes 1928-1983

Interest was added to the town election in 1928 at
Rhodes through a proposal to officially recognize the
name of the town. The original name of Edenville never
had been discarded, although the town had been
known as Rhodes for many years. Another election in
the history of Rhodes thatis remembered, was the year
of 1938, when there was an all women ticket. Two of the
ladies, Ethel Luing and Betty Hildreth, gained seats on

the council.
-
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Tragedy was a part of the history of the town. On a
summer evening in 1915, Everett Kelly went for a swim
in the Rhodes pond, had cramps and drowned. Several
unsuccessful attempts were made to find the body.
Word was sent to the Indian settlement at Tama for
divers. Cars ringed the pond with their lights shining
on the water and in early morning, the body was found.

The Rhodes Pond played a big part in the
recreational life of the people of Rhodes. In the
summer, it provided swimming and fishing and in the
winter, ice for local ice houses and skating. The gold
fish (see Railroad history) in the pond multiplied and
finally had to be seined out and supplied many farm
stock tanks and family fish bowls.
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V. #1340 CHANGE OF NAME
)/ Town Clerk, F.E.3entley, Filed for Record March 29, 1928 at 8 AM

to Theresa Stepan - Hecorder
Town of Rhodes Rose Rook - Deputy
INCORPORATED TOVN OF EDENVILLE, IOWA

Rhodes, Iowa, March 27, 1928
County Recorder
Marshalltown, Ia.

At a regular election of the qualified voters of the Incorporated Town of Edenvilly, Marshall
County, Iowa held March 26th 1928.The following question "Shall the Proposotion to
change the name of"Edenville” to "Rhodes" be adopted" was carried, there " being 141 votes
in favor of the change 18 against the change and 3 spoiled ballots. )
Will you please arrange your records accordingly and send me a receipt for my files.
( Cterk Seal Town)
F.E.Bentley, town Clerk

STATE OF IOWA, Marshall County. :
On the 28<n of March 1928 before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public, with and for

said county and State, personally appeared F.E.Bentley, to me personally known to be the

identical person who executed the within and foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that

he executed the same as his voluntary act and deed H
Witness my hand and seal the date last above written.

‘ L. A.Baie "y 33
( L.S.) Hotary Public in and for Marshall Co. Ia.- ¥
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