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" 860 have recelved ipio;

—————————

The State Center public school sys-
tey iy’ “State Center’s Pride.”

Founded in 1865, the State Center
school through the years has: been
recognized by leading colleges and

universities throughout the country
as outstandiig among the schools in
lowa,
The Independent district was form-
ed in 1869 and consolidation was
authorized in 1920. A $100,000 high
school building and detached gym-
nasium were completed and ooccupied
in 1922,

" A two year high school course was
organized in 1882 and the first class
graduated in 1884. A four. year ac-
credited high school course .was in-
augurated in 1909. ..

Gradates trom the State Center
Euw. school have been accepted in re-
sponsible positions In all fields of
endepvor many having become dis-
::m.:-.:ca... brofessors, while others
have voom.. called for service in var-
lous govirnmental agencigs. Three
were{liatéd in “Who's Wag:fn Amerl
ca” In 1934-35, With, the ﬁ&iﬁnﬁmww’
Ived diplonigs.from'she;
State Center high schook’Of thest;
265 have graduated ‘since  consclida

~ tion in 1930. There were no gradual.

,.ﬂ._n;dﬂ
about 20 feet to the old building.’
This building aeccommodated the

school until 1882, The actual cost of
this addition jwith furnishings was ap-
proximately $2,000 and the improve-
ment was expected to'take care of

{the school population for the next

10 years. The expectations wera
hardly realized, however, because the
enroliment of the school for 1876 was
172. Five years later the school pop-
ulation, was 241 and in 1882 the num-
ber was increased to 254. In 1877 the
directors enlarged the school grounds
by the purchase of adjoining land
Which was converted into e play
ground. ' o

“At this time the increase' in. thée
number of students ‘was -such that
the school building (was packed be-
yond {ts capacity for comfort and
successful work. The question for
further improvement was_ becoming
an imperative one. A prqposition to
appropriate $700 for the“erection of
a small building for the lower grades

: U Yotérs and - car-
f%m M& az electioh! in 1879,  Iil Merch
S g uf -

\Was; submitted to ‘the vof

‘'was. made for improvements.
‘Wurther action toward enlarge-

ing classes in 1886, 1893 and de9s.

ment of the school facilities was not

driother &Ppropriation ot $1000 |-

were ‘simply an extension of,evidence that the school was growing

New courses were being added which
called for more school ‘room and agi:
tation for. smprovements wss started.
In 1914 there (was talk of a -consoli-
dation and over a- period of six years
there. was discussion of the question,
which was put to a vote in 1920, with
295 voting in favor of the proposition
tricts four and five in Washington
the consolidated area Included dis-
township and the State Center and
Minerva independent districts, the
‘whole comprising 21,760 . acres of
land, with a school population of 975.
The school board elected for this
year, 1920,. was W. ¥. Brimhall, J.
G. Gutekunst, 'W. A Ellis, "W. - C.
Hillenian, M. B, Hilleman, with W. F.
Roseman” superintendent ‘of schools.

“At this period the éntollment in
the high school totaled 72, (with 328
registered in the grades. (In 1942 the
enrollment in the high school is 127
and in the grades 290.) One teacher
was added to the high school staft
and the number of grade teachers

was increased from. i _m,&_,, %n_,,_,_ﬁ.. 1921

yea
to ‘six. From the tiine of the’consolf

. dation school had been /held in the

country school houses that had been

and the ‘high school
‘Schoolgram,

| #nown  out’ of

‘of" tiyy tlon;
.?%ﬁ.tf “héteaned

moved to town, and since these were

only temporary arrangements agita-
tion ‘was started for new buildings.
This resulted in the issuance of
$100,000 in bonds for the erection of
a high school building and detached
gymnasium, which was . ocoupied in
1922, )

“The brick building thet had been
used since 1882 jwas rearranged for
use of the grades and the c¢ try
8chool houses were removed ¢ the
grounds, which had been enlarged by
taking in the full block on the gorth

and facing Main street.. 5

A i

,Waae&m Are State Center’s Source e\,,ﬁ»&a

“The ouﬁn.ogng.nwzirl eon. .

sist of football, boys .and ‘girls. ‘bas.
ketball, kitten ball, junior and senfor
orchestra, boys and girls glee .clubs,
paper,
which was founded in
1932 by Katherine Dobbin, Helan
Bogan and John Kline. Basketball
and football were introduced in 1924
when the first full time ocoach was
employed.” ’

The historians conclude that’ “an’
excellent high .- school eystenmyhas,

11865, i

o

Imowd ,...._&.M.&Ex 84 {1 A the
higher educational icedters, and State

Center {8 very proud of it.” R
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, these quartere to a newly built ;wo sf

HISTCRY OF THE STATZ CENTIR HIGL SCﬁDOL

The secondary school systen row in its threc hundreth an-
niversary ovens to us a great field for study in the history
of educaticn. The field is diviced at the pregent €:ﬁe_1ntc
thrce sections; the independent city high school, the town
high schocl, and the consolidated rural high schoblw The lat-
ter 1s,one of the latest developments in the secondd%y ;chool
system, and the work done in its organization is very commend-
able. 4

We, of State Center, are especially proud of our School
system, its organization and hlstory dates back to 1&65., Ini
that year the first school in State Center was openedtlg a »
small rough one room building. It was taught by Miss Jenny
Bradbury, who received a salary of b20 ner month.‘ o A --;j N

- 'y
”he second ‘year. there were twenty students in the school, -

-

and the followlng year the school was moved to the second

floor’ of the Carpenter bulldlng, novg t"xe qite of Rhode Bro—

thers clothing store. The next chan;l‘

cordinv to information avelldble{ cost‘be:

$6,000, & very portentuous sun for education 1n thtse days. f

was formed, whlch 1ncluded ﬁift en»eectlona of 1and¥7'
Y <.—-.'0 E
about six months later ;t was redﬁced to five eectlohs .

-w’

The chool recordsg;Or theiyez;% 1810—187~¢aqg nbf
£

yedip L

Wy

éble. For the year lp73 we have the e;eretary'iarepojz?.”




School History 2=

twenty-six were not. At tris time tie -eaching staff was comg
g

posed of a orincinal, w.:0 received 580.00 a2 month, and tvo
teachers, each of whom receivecd 332.50. The value of the
school buildings wes estimated at $3,000.

This report showed a rapid gfowth from the one teacher and
make shift school house in 1865 to the school described in the
reporf. However, the'school was badly crowded, and conditions
were inadequate,forAsuccesefulvinstruction.élThe next'record
we find is in 1875, when a proposition for a.school house fund

_was voted down DY the pecple. ﬁeverthe;ess, the schooli direc-
rters'iﬁ'the spring issued- a notice that they would accept bids
for repairs to the school building. The bid ofA?inslow and
Sosey &as accepted and the repairs prOﬂosed were simply an
_extension of about 20 feetion the old bu;T“ing. .A mofith latef
" they purchased 200 patent hardwood seats for the building,
which was finished and a term of school begun.in it December

.

/175’L The upper room Was not f1n1sned untl,; the folloﬁing R

Spring. This buildirg aoeqpodated the school until /882,

with no other change thau the installatlon of patent seats of .

new type, _ e é

The actual cost of this additicn wes approximately_$2,600.e; o

They expected this improvement to take care of the sehool

A [

populatlon for the next ten years. Their expectatlona were s
hardly reull ed, because the enrollnent of the scnool fof'x' f
) §75 was 172. In Decer*uer/g']é the school population ha.d in
creased to 205, five more than the number of scats whlch had
been bought two ycars previously. Five years later the sChoo'
population was 241, and in 1882, 754. In 1877, the dlrcctor :

enlarged the school ground by a purchase of land frcm ?ﬂﬁcng

and Thormsone
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This vas converted into a desirable play ground ﬁy planting sev-
eral trees on the plot and surrcundiing it with a woaden fence.

As has been snowvn ?& the incvezs2 in the number of students
the school buiiding was scon pa>led teyornd its canacity for com-
fort and successful work. Te guestion for further improvement.
was becoming an imperative one. The secretary's recordstof 1879
shows that tﬁe board was considering the necessity for providing
better accommodations. Tne plan was to erect a ema}l building
for the lower grades. A proposition to abpropriate $700.00 for
that ourpose was submitted and carried by a majority of 91 votes
at the election nf 1272, In March 1880 another appropriation of

51000.06 was made for improvements.

It was not until May waen action was talen giving . S. Mun-
son power of the comaittee to purchase from the Iowa Railroad
Company, 7 lots on block 22, if they could pe had for $400.00;
At the next meceting a deed for the lots was presented. by Mr. Mun-
son, and the possibility <f purchasing the femaining lots was dis-
cussed. Nothing more was dsosne on the project until 1881, but in
January of taa%t year the ackcol board vigsited several neighboring
achools for information wizh reierence to the building. At the

election the following March %he provosition to bohd the district

for $15,009.00 to build a schooli qouse was submitted to the voters,‘A;ﬁ

; ¥
and carried wiih only 17 dicsenting votes out of a total of 205.

) s oo
Actual rcorztruction wos a2t once begun, with Wi, Foster of Des® % P
. . }g
B T N |
Moines in charge. ' : “;;
The titls vas obtained for tre remaining nart of block 22 4
. e

and on May 1881 the coalract for the building wﬁs avarded to

X

~ -

o
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Mr. W;}liam Young of Marshalltown,rlowa at a total cost of
$14.660.

When the new building was completed and occupie& by the
school, the system was racrgenized into three departments, the
primary, intermediate, and secoadary, or six grades, the gram-
mar school and é two year high school course. This was estab-
lished end supervised by Miss Lucy Curtis uﬁdar whom we have
the first graduating class on Juns 5th, 1384, withvfive members,

ane of whom is Fred L. Dobbin, now president of the First Nation-

. al Bank of State Center. Miss Curtis began her work in the

State Center Schocl in Spptember 1878 and continued as its head
until the fall oi 1858, wh2n tecause of serious illness she
resigned, Prior to 3878, E. P. Rowell had been principal of
the school. ‘

School was continued for several years without enlargements
or additions, except for rearrangement of'the buillding which had
been constructed. . .

Uniil the year 1909, there had been but a two or three year
high school course. The fermer, as we have mentioned, being

rganized in 1862. 212 people had graduated from State Conter
High Schoel up to the yecar 12909. The subjects that were taught
covared the ficlds of mithemcties, history and liter“ture, with
a slight touching in the fields ox.science and art. .;n 1909 a 'f;g
complete four year high school course was inaugurated in which o

-ty

all of these rields w=re comnletely covered. 4 -

The high schcol wes Yocated in the basement of the buildingA e

butlt in 1881 and the conditiorns were very inadequate for . = $xf ‘P’

teaching as well as learning. The agitation for 1mppovements al .

was immediately started. At the completion of the first year of
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the four year high school course, the graduating class numbered
only three. However, the following year the number increased to
/ 10. In 1911 there were 12, vhich gave evidence that the school
was growing. New courses were being added which called for more
school room. In 1914 therc vas considerable talk of consolida-
tion. Over a period of six years, the people discussed the ques-
tion, ard became thoroughly interested. Men who were active in
the project of consolidation were "alter Brimhall, Arthur Aves,
A. D. Woods, Alva Hutson, W. H. Daniels, W. H. Neidert and H. G.
Monroe.
In 1920 the question was put to a vote. In town 241 votes
were case, with 205 in favor of consolidation. 116 counéry votes
were cast, with 90 in favor of it.
b The consolidated area was to include districts one to five
and part of seven of the State Center township, part of districts
four and five in Washington Tovmship, and the State Center and
¥inerva Incdependent Districts. This was one of the largest areas
to e consolidated and included 21,760 acres of land. The .town
poprlation of 1920 was 975.
The school bcard elected for tais year, 1920, was W. F. Brim-
hall, J. G. Gutekunst, W. A. Ellis; Wilbur Hilleman and M. E.
Hilleman, with W. F. Roéeman as Superintendeﬁt of Schools.
School was ready and organized for oupils the second wveek in
Septembér, 1920. Four school hougses from the country were moxé&fd;
to the school ground-' to acéommodate the high school pupils, as :

well as the gradcs. .

There were eixht school bus routes formed, Horse drawn hus- “"'rd}‘r

8es were furnished by the district as the means of trahsportation

.

for country pupiils. " | ' )’
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' The enroilment in the high school totaled 72, and in the
gradcs 328. The number of gradc teachers was increased from
six to ten, and another tCache; vas added to'thc>high school
starf. .

In 1921, the sccond ycar of consolidation, the high school
faculty was increascd to six in pumber. ?. F. Roseman, Super-
Intendent, Miss Dora Rohwedder, Principal, Miss ECKee, Miss
Schlaman, now }Mrs. Leland Hilleman, liiss iiiller, and liss Floy -
Danici%, now Mrs. E. G. Bagge.

During this time school had bcen held in the countfy school

houses that had bcen moved to the groﬁnds as we have before

"mentionad. Since thesc were only terporary arrangements, aggi-~

tation was started for a new school housc.

OnVSeptember 11, 1922, the board was authorized to provide
for the issuance of bonds for the new building. On October 16th,
$100,000 in bonds were issued to finance the project. These had
bcen authorized by the voters ir the nevly created district
earlier in the summer.

After much deliberation contracts were let to Asﬁby and Son
of Mankato, liinn. for construction of the new building, Consumers
Electric Company cf Carroll, Iowa received the contract for
wiring and fixtures, and Anderson and Deering of Boone, Iowa for
heating and Plumbing. |

The plans as drawn, were for fire proof, brlck building 111
feet long, 64 feet wide, and three stories high. The upper |
floors were to be equ;pped for Junior ard Senior High School

The first floor space was to be divided into a l.brary, manual

training shop, lLome economlcs lnboratory, lunch room, compartmentg,"

for ventilating system, and a store room. The equipment for the

lunch room and bomo economics laboratory and manual tralnfng room

- — e

-

-h.

-~

£
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is valued at $7,000. Along the hall in lower floor, there are
103 steel lockers. The second floor is shared by the Junior
High, which occupiles three rooms, the music room, a bookkeep-
ing room, typing room and faculty parlor. The upper floor is
occupled by the Senior High School. It is divided into four
class rooms and an assembly and the Superintendont's office.
In’the hells of each floor there are two drinking fountains,

ond nt the end of each hcll toiléts nre provided.

The Gymnasium is located in the center of a two block area,

" petween the grade and the high school building. The Senior

High' is an imposing structure of brick, covered with ivy.
There are side walks suf%ounding the campus and leading to

{

;g'lﬂl four entrances, 5

Tho gymnas ium provide;\a standard size basket ball court,

‘tno_modern shower rooms, & stage and stage equipment, four
' dressing rooms and two store rooms for stage property, a fire

- proof projection room, the coaches office, a check room, &

ticket office, two toilets and drinking fountains. Bleachers
are set up for athletic contests, and for all stage entertain-
ments chairs are arranged on the floor, converting the building
into an auditorium.

The grade buildiné, built in 1881, has the basement con-
taining a hall, four rooms, formerly class rooms. The first
floor has two halls, thrce class rooms end three cloak rooms,
besides a toilet. The second floor has two halls, four rooms
and three cloak rooms.

There are three double door entrances, and two drinking

fountains inside, and one outside.
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The entire school system is heated by an undér.érbl;;md heat—-
ing system of the latest type. It has two Kewanee boilers
with Whiting automatic stokers. There is a coal bin with a
capacity of 100 tons, and also a large ash elevatcr.

The water for showers is kept hot all year by a small fur-—
nace connected to the tank. Two sump pumps are used for
excessive drainage of water. Under ground pipes conducts
steam to the radiators throughout the building.

Theftransportation for the students of a school of this
size 1is a very important item. Motorized transportation is
avallable to the 125 persons who are transported to the school
ﬂdaily. There are eight bus routes and the drivers traval 171
miles per day. The total mileage for-a week is 835 miles, and
for the school term amounts to 29,010 miles, or about 1 and
1/6 times around the world.

There are 26 tuition students attending the ‘school, and the
total rumber graduating in the 46 classes to date is 924.

There are 22 in the cless of 1935. '

At the present time the extra curricular activities con-
sists of foot ball, boys end girls basket ball, kitten ball,
Junior and senior orchestra, boys and girls glee clubs, and
the high school paper, the schbol gram. Tpe present school .
paper was founded in 1932 by Kathryn Dobbin, Helen Bogan and-

John Kline. L

Basket ball in 1924 and foot ball in 1922 were introduced in |
State Center when Harold C. Johnson was elected as the school's

first full time cosach. . & o a4
€ L
e

Bach spring & school exhibit is held in the Gymnasium. ;No&“*“;}-ﬂ
admission is charged. Each class in school is pepresented in .

some way.
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Ihe Physics department always has a display of work, and

physics apparatus. Manual training class, under the direction

of Superintendent Roseman, and the se: wing department have

very mteresting displays.

The school gymnasium is the center of many public gatherings

for the entirs ooxmnunlty, as well as for the students.

The

high school dances and social ac.t.lvities take place in the

gymnasium.

An excellent high school system haa grown out of the meager
Our school of 1935 is one that,

beginning, forty-six years ago.

is known and appreciated in all the hlgher educational centers .

|

and State Center is very '’ proud of it.

H
’

g

N. B. This history was compiled and written by Helen Bogan '

A__fradio station WOI May 4, 1935,

e e e s .

Class under the direction of” Edgar D:wis.

by Kc.thryn Dobbin..
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State Center School History 40's to present

In the 1940's several districts merged with the State Center Consolidated District.
In 1945 the Minerva Consolidated District merged with State Center, adding 16 or
17 township sections. In 1947 a part of district 8 joined with State Center and
the remainder was included in the Rhodes Consolidated District.

A bond issue to construct a new grade school building was sold for $150,000
in 1947. Additional space was needed for classrooms following the influx of
students from recent consolidations with State Center and the bond sale also
included monies for repair of existing properties. The school had an
enrollment of 400 students as it began the 1948-1949 school year. A second
story was egected and ready for use September of 1953.

In June 1954 voters passed the issue for forming a community school district,
which comprised almost 40,000 acres of farm land. This inlcuded portions of

New Albany Township and the whole LaMoille Consolidated School District and
Marietta sections No. 5,6, and 7. LaMoille voters did not give approval until
1956. August 30, 1954, 530 students were enrolled in the State Center district.

In order to meet the need of vocational education in the curriculum, State Center
Community School began proposals for a Vocational Education Building. A special
election was held July 14, 1955 which found voters approving two proposals. One
measure allowed $30,000 for a new building for vocational agriculture and shop
classes. The second measure allowed the transfer of $40,000 from the general

fund for this project. Construction on the new building located east of the gym
began in November 1955. School enrollment in September 1956 set a new record with
643 students.

State Center and Rhodes considered a merger of the schools and the election

held on October 17, 1960 passed with a vote of 515 to 109 and became effective
July 1961. In the summer of 1962 a new school district called West Marshall
Community School was formed. A new school board was elected with representatives
from all areas of the district, which newly included St. Anthony, Clemons, and
Melbourne. James Hemphill was the first superintendent and the budget was set at
$656,176.50. Enrollment was 1,372 pupils - 734 at State Center, 262 at Melbourne,
254 at Clemons, and 122 at Rhodes.

With the larger numbers of students, West Marshall began to look at options

for classroam space. Architects were hired to design a high school building

and the $925,000 proposition was brought before the voters in March of 1964.

It failed to get the required 60% support, falling short with 58%. Again

on November 23, 1964 the issue failed when presented to the voters with 51.4%.

In June of 1965 school patrons again voted on the high school proposal, rejecting
it for the third time with the lowest percentage yet, 42%. Finally, in 1966

the bond issue was approved by 61.3%. Groundbreaking was held in April of 1967.

Also in 1967 a $115,000 bond came before voters to finance a swimming pool and
the ground work for the new high school building. It failed to get 60% approval.
On January 9, 1968 voters gave 63.8% approval for the bond issue.

On February 20, 1969 the new West Marshall High School building was dedicated.
The 71,000 square foot building had a total cost of $1,356,445, with a cost
per square foot of $19.10. The board of education consisted of Reuben Hilleman,
president; W.@.Watson, Secretary; James Jorgensen, Treasurer; members Leo Dunn,

Donald Goodman, Theodore Hickman, Stanley Randall, John Rohrer and Claude Smith.



Over the next several years State Center was to become even a greater center to the
school district. Costs were rising, enrollment was declining and the school

board was forced to close outlying attendance centers. The Rhodes center closed in
1969, Clemons school closed in 1979 and the Melbourne attendance center closed

in 1983.

The community was stunned by the attack of vandals on the West Marshall High
School in June 1986, which caused $80,000 in damages.The entire West Marshall
community pulled together to help clean up the mess. The building was restored
and ready for the fall 1986 school year. The super "Homecoming'86" celebration
earned the Iowa Community Betterment Award.

A funding drive lasting several years for the purchase of new bleachers, resulted

in the 400 seat stadium put into place in August 1990. Using an edndowment made
by G.F. and Joseph Schilling in 1942, the school board bought a track of land on
the west end of Main Street and converted it into a sports area known as
"Schilling Memorial Field".

General improvements have been made at both the softball and baseball complexes
with the addition of concessions stands. The most recent construction was in the
summer of 1995 at Schilling Field. There have been improvements in the batting
cages and playing fields as well as seating for all the athletic facilities. The greater
part of a new scoreboard at Schilling Field was donated by Donald Dee in conjunction
with support from the school district. The school district improved the lighting at
Schilling Field in the Summer of 1995.

Beginning in 1993, the school district and representatives of the Kauffman Trust
Committee were discussing a joint venture to build a recreation complex adjoining the
middle/elementary schools. The late Ira D. Kauffman left the City of State Center
a trust with its intent to develop recreation facilities. The first official action of the
Kauffman Committee was to purchase nearly $40,000 of playground equipment to be
placed in the City Park and near the elementary school. Volunteers from the
community assisted in assembling the equipment. During this period of time, the
Board of Education authorized the formation of a Strategic Planning Process whose
purpose was to identify critical issues facing the school district. They highly
recommended that the Board conduct a facility study. The Kauffman Trust
Committee and West Marshall Board of Education employed an architect to conduct
the facility study. Though the joint venture with the Kauffman Committee did not
materialize, the West Marshal Board of Education did put a 3.648 million dollar bond
issue to a vote of the people on April 26, 1994. It passed by a margin of 74%. The
33,500 square feet addition to the elementary/middle schools will be completed by
August, 1996. The additional space will accommodate a new gymnasium, media
centers, band and vocal music rooms, art room, locker rooms, a commons area, and
two additional classrooms. The bond issue also allowed nearly one-half million
dollars of renovation to the elementary school including a new roof, carpet, windows,
mechanical and electrical systems as well as making provisions to be handicapped
accessible. When voting for the bond issue, the patrons also allowed the school
district to use interest earned off the bond sale to be applied toward installing a new
steel roof on the high school at a cost of $174,500. Board members serving at the
time of the bond issue include: Kevin Blood, Marlys Taylor, David Eggers, Mark
Hilleman, Rod Benson, Leon Schrad, and Larry Wulke, with the Superintendent
being Dwight Pierson.

The enrollment at West Marshall declined to a low of 791 students in 1990 but has
steadily risen to 860 students in 1994 at the same time other schools in the are were
experiencing declining or stable enrollments. Projections for the future predict
additional growth for the school district. Housing remains an obstacle for families
moving into the West Marshall School District.



