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lenlifies Garrison because no other town in Iowa 
R..,

11
) bing 1 te like the Old Creamery Theater or the Stage Door 
urant w ~h adjoin~ ll. 

Lin~ fence lingo 
8' lliARU£1 oEBHARD 

~<llld )ou I heve there's a grocer tn Benton County who has 
~~the JO tn the same store bwldmg for 60 years? Not only 

... the ~c ns to be tn good enough Jitysical condition to be 
lrQOIJd for qtJ ! a few years more. 
l~t b:! m 111 rarnson many times I' ve often noted the grocery 

' rut th cd •er or Matn Street but never had any idea or what a 
ry 11 as orl ·cted wtth it because it is mdeed quite unusual for 

In) man I -. y at the same JOb 60 years. That's the record or 
lsarnson r James Crossley. 

\bla trtq n Garrison has s«n few changes over the years 
alltr 11 "IS rj uilt following the disastrous rtre In 1909 Building In 
ndtt fortgrot d has been the only grocer)' in Garrison for a long 
L • 

provide a lot of credtt to customers as was the case particularly 111 
the depression years. doesn't eXISt no"' Profit margms in the 
grocery business are sui! small and a store owner cannot afford to 
ha,·e delinquent accolD'Its on the books 

I forgot to ask CrObsley about shoplifters but I wouldn 'I thD'I k thal 
would be much of a problem in a communrty hke GarriSon where 
most people are too friend!)· and netghlx>rly for thal sort or thing. 

There ts more stabthty to Garrison than to many other small 
commlD'IIIles a.s endenced b> the fact that m the same town with 
Crossley 1s :\!erie Kruger who 1s now in hiS 51st year running the 
welding shop \\htch he has owned all that lime Hrs son is in 
bus mess w1th h1m !like to drop in and Vistt wtth him whenever I'm 
m town and have the lime because he certainly knows his way 
around Benton County and has a lot or interesting facts at his 
command. 

Garrison of course took on a new dt menston a few years ago when 
the Old Creamery Players·· moved in to br01g this art to this 
section ollowa . A terrific remodeling JOb on the old creamery has 
been done and as most of you readers know there IS also a delightful 
restaurant known as the Stage Door along wtth a beer garden as 
part olthe layout Only recently Bill Newman who hales from In 
dtana arrived to be the new manager or the restaurant and beer 
garden 

On the occaston of my latest vlstt whEn I interviewed Crossley I 
drowed around to try to locate a new-found friend, Steve Koch, the 
beekeeper but didn 't find him around I noticed the fire station is 
neat as ever and Wallace Neve is the Fire C'htef.Eventhoughthe big 
Garrison fire happened so many years ago, I tmagme Garrison 
res1dents are more aware or fire danger than most. 

While I was downtown VISiting my wtfe Lots , who always ac­
compames me because she says its too much fun roaming arolD'Id 

nus )ear mar~ 60 yrar<> that James Crossley has worked In the 
Grocer) Store at Garrison He started \1-orking in the store in 1917 
and bought the place 'till know as the Farmers Mercantile in 1~8. 

Garrison has n line park whert> teenagers enjoy ball games in the 
summer . twilight hours . There are many young people in the 
commumty and two or them are shown here. Krista Weiditz 
daughter or Linda Weidl17. i~ \hown on the larger bike performing ~ 
"baby-sitter's" role for Mike Geiger, bon or the Bob Geigers "ho 
seems well able to handle his smaller bike. ' 

the county with me and meetmg so many fine farm folks to stay at 
home was makmg herself useful She mtercepted Vicky Lint, a 
nice-loolong gtrl to whom I got an introduction later I found that 
Vicky is due to graduate from high school in Vinton next spring. She 
is a daughter of the Dean Lints Dean works for Merle Kruger 

Many young people are mclined to poke fun a t their home to"ns 
especially if they come from a small community like Garrison, bli 
Vtcky seemed completely sati s fied w1th hving where she does and 
it was nice to hear her say good thmgs about he rhome town 

She srud most of the young people like to gather at the town park 
m the north part of Garrison after supper hours to play basebal I 
and other games. She said, howe\-er , she does have many fnends in 
Vinton and enjoys Vis thng w1th them there too. 

About the time we left Vicky. along came a small g~rl with a 
smaller boy, each ridmg a b1cycle. The g1rl turned out to be KriSta 
Wet<:htz who was doing a moving " baby-sttting" job for little .Mike 
Geiger M1ke was riding a very small bike as befittmg his s iZe but 
he was handling tt hke an old-timer I got them to pose for a picture. 
Lmda says she'll be entermg s ixth grade this fall 

I coulcn 't help but thtnk now fortunte they are to live in a place 
like Garnson where they can ride around the streets on their bikes 
without fear or getting run down They have some privileges in this 
respect that youngsters in larger communities never have. 

I was struck by the fact that when I drove into Garrison from the 
north I saw a fine group or Hereford whiteface beef catUe in a 
pasture that l believe was actually just 111side the c1ty limits. Later 
I round another herd of beef catUe. 111 fact a goodly number or them, 
in a pasture JUSt south or town along the same highway. This 
suggests what a center for livestock mdustry GarriSon is. 

But there tS another reason why Garrison has become known all 
over Iowa, and I'm not referrmg to that championship girls 
basketball team which won it all back in 1957 That was glory in­
deed and the most famous event 111 Garr ison's athle tic history 

What GarriSon IS known for is the fa ct that nowhere 111 the state or 

, , 
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Iowa can you ~ee more ~xamples or advanced s oil conservation 
pracllces than on ?arms in all directions immediately when you 
lea\' e Carnson -

\'ick) Lint pictured out walking In Garrison will be a senior a t 
high ~chool in \'in ton this fall She ~poke enthusiastically about her 
home to"n 

rd hke to start l~ng som~r the farmers who bave done so 
_ ~C!!,.m the way ~ so~nservation but tf I at temp to cb so I'm 

certam to De gUilty or omiSSIOns so I 'll JUS! not try But if )UU have 
never taken a di'tve llliough thlS partOf'llenton Councy it Is cer­
ilit ~ly. wol1h.do~gsoespeCi8IIyat tlus time of year 
);o~· tf ffiere s anytliing more you want to know about Garrison, 

espectally the bygone years , I strongly suggest you contact two of 
my fnends of many years s tanding, George and Dorothy Carlson. 
~ho hved m Garrison when I first made thetr acquaintance a long 
hme ago but have hved in Vinton now for some years . Can't pay my 
respects to Garrison without passing along regards to them. 

Garrison is famous all over Iowa for the soil conservation 
P.rachces farmers emplo)' in the surrounding area. There are many 
fme It\ estock farms and I hi~ picture was taken right at the south 
entr) to the to"n. 

i<P nnt mf the store as an employee when he graduated from 
~~rnsonl gh school and has been there ever since. When he 
&m\ed the job the store was owned by a gr0\4) or farmers 

call the Farmers Mercantile That name has stuck all 
F ar111 lease ternrlnation deadline is Sept. I 

u ye•s ;l 1ough Crossley is now the owner having purchased 
tore an t! I Married, Crossley hves in Garrison with his wife 

d daugbte ~ ~mma 
1:' t9Q9 Gas son had a disastrous fire which destroyed most of 

lbe bwltings} 1 Maio Street and Crossley remembers it a$ a boy 
1 ~ lht stot which stood on the tresent site was moved into the 

reel to tbl'~ >t long enough to allow construction of the present 
111 e 'xlllcl n 
.Vtr 1 , aarned about this old-time grocer in Garrison and 

'IOfDt 11to th • tore to interv1ew hun I found he has a delightful 
s!llSe or hwj or I started the conversation by saying: "I IIJ· 

d~J'$tAnd 'OU e been in this store for quite some time." "Yes," he 
rf1111ed i v~ een here at least two weeks "He has indeed! 

Tin 1S <.1 i 3arrlson's only grocery store but at that the com­
mllltl) ts fo nate Quite a few towns the siZe of Garrison and even 
larger no ,o~ •r have grocery stores forcing residents to travel a 

derabl~ rstance to do their shoppmg. 
~far a, ')SSiey is concerned he doesn't feel the business has 

ged th much through the years except that the need to 

Drive 

Safely!! 

The deadhne for nottce or ter min a lion or 
farm leases tn Iowa is September 1, unless 
the lease specifies an earlier date U no 
notice ts g~ven by this date or is im­
properly gJven, the former agreement 
contmues under the same terms and 
condillons as the original lease. For legal 
ternunahon, the written notice may be 
d~hvered to the other party in person with, 
stgned or witnessed acknowledgement of 
receipt , Or It may be delivered by an Of· 
ftc1al process server , or it may be sent by 
certified mail in time for delivery before 
September IS t to the last known address of 
the party involved 
before September 1 deadline Such ter­
mmahon would give them adequate time 

SNOWCO AUGER SALE 
* ,"AUGERS WITH POLY HOPPERS,48 " DOWNSPOUTS AND P.T.O. DRIVE 

SET UP & READY TO GO 

6-52' Regular $1829 

$1550 SALE PRICE 

I-ONLY 57' REGULAR$1879 

SALE PRICE $1598 
ONLY 62' REGULAR $2107 • 

SALE PRICE $1795 
* OUTRIGHT PRICES-WILL TRADE BUT NOT AT SALE PRICE FIGURES 

or course change. or terrninahons or a 
lease may occur at any time by mutual 
consent or both participants, but if such 
alterations are des1rnl)le to onP party only 
and the other backs down on the changes, 
the law stands behmd the September 1 
deadline. 

So if either the tenant or the landlord 
wishes to alter any part of the lease 
agreement, they should get together and 
either negottate the changes into 1 new 
lease now or give ~otice of termination 
for renegotiations sometime before March 

1st When the new lease year begins 
If the lease is not written <a few are still 

made orally> it may be altered or ter­
minated in the same manner that it was 
onginally made There are several 
reasons for having a written lease and 
using an official lease form The 
assistance of a lawyer could also be very 
beneficial. A properly written lease 
provides a basis for a point by point 
evaluation of the agreement. Such an 
evaluation should take place at least an­
nually and should promote meaningful 

FRIENDS, 

discussron and agreement on any items 
where problems mtghl arise. 

Co~1derable mterest has been shown 
this year in ways of varying cash rent to 
adjust for wide variations in prices or 
yields. Several lease meetings have been 
held m the area for discussion or these 
top1cs. For further information, mate rials 
or consultations on the subject, contact 
your local county extension director. 

FARM FRIENDS I 
BUSINESS FRIENDS 

We would like to show 

our appreciation of a good 

J year by inviting you to our 
) 

BEEFALO BAR-B-QUE 
~ SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

Will Start Serving At 
J 

5:30P.M. 
• 

FARMERS GRAIN 
O F VINTON, INC. 

708 8TH AVE. VINTO~~ 

• 


