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1994 Annual Financial Report 
111M Budget ........................................................... ALLOCATION/ 
(voluntary cost-share program).............. . ......... F.XPENDITURE 
1973-74 ............................................................................. $15,317.83 
1974-75 ........................................................................... .. 11 .521.44 
1975-76 ...... ..................................................................... 23,668.4 7 
1976-77 ............................................................................... 31,282.84 
1977· 78 ...... ................................................................... . 46.250.00 
1978· 79 .......................................................................... .43,633.00 
1979-80 .......................................................................... .. 46.320.00 
1980-81 .. .. ................... ................................................ 45J)()(),()() 
1981 -82........................................................................... 77,662.12 
1982-83 ........................................... ............................... .. ... 54,833.72 
1983-84 ............................................................................... 96.753.61 
19!14-85 ............................................................................. 144,251. 75 
1985-86 ............................................................................. 147,916.82 
1986-87 ................................................................. .. ........... 122,828 44 
1987-88 ........................................................... .................... 92,429.64 

Profit Potential In 

Controlled Grazing 
J OHN GILBERT 

Commissioner 
Interest tn controlled grazing is grow­

ing as more producers realize the profit 
potential from improving pasture man­
agement 

is necessary. the impact of eltcited ani­
mal's hooves is a good alternative. 

The short-duration gwmg a manager 
follows in controlled grazing mimics the 
passage of the large herds of animals pre­
sent in nature (such as the herds of buf­
falo which once nourished on the Amen-• can plains.) Perm1lting st.oclc a few hours 
10 two to three days on a given small 
tract of pasture ansures they will not 
weaken the plants they desire most. 
Given two to four weeks rest, the-;e 
plants will be productive and at their 
most nutritious on the neltt grazmg. 

Hardin Soil & Water Commissioners 1988-89 ..... ............................................................................. 83~M.S8 
1989-90 ........................................... ..................................... 45,980.76 

Thts is good news because enhanced 
profits from grazing means permanent 
sod will protect the soil and water re­
sources on some of the most vulnerable 
acres. Econom•c returns from well man­
aged grazing can be compcutive with row 
cropping. This creates viable altemauve 
uses for CRP acres when the 10 year 
COnlt3Cts eltpi.re. 

Grazing tS the harvest of a feed source 
by animals. along with the corresponding 
natural d1 .pcrsal of manure Traditional 
grazmg management was long on keep­
ing the fences up and the weeds down. 
Better underst.andmg of plant species an­
teraction with each other and grazing 
livcst.ock have led to management tech­
niques which improve stock health, per­
formance and attitude. Additionally. im­
proved management permits plant spec1es 
to be more varied, vigorous and produe 
live. The bouom lane is Improved st.oc~ 
paformance with less supplemental feed 

Most graziers repon spending only a 
few minutes a day moving stock, and re­
port the an vestment in fencing and water­
ing systems is offset by increased per­
formance, carrying capacity and reduced 
supplemental feed costs. Also, most 
st.ock become easy 10 handle because of 
the coost.ant association of people with 
new feed. 

1990-91 ............. ...... ............................................................ 49.536.29 
1991-92 ............................. ................................................. 56,156.50 
1992-93 .... ........ .................................................................... 26,577.00 
1993 .. 94 ••..•••... • .................................... ,..................... ••• . 21 .925.00 
1994-95-... - ................................. -.............................. .. 21.92'i.OO 
TOTAL ................................................................ _ , ..... 1 ,.305,.3 14.81 

Carro ll J. Hobson of Eldora, front row left, serves as c hair­
m a n a nd John Gilbert of Iowa Fa lls, front row right, as vice 
c ha irman of the Hardin County Soli & Wate r Conservatio n 
Distric t Commissioners Other commissioners ore back row, 1 
to r: Mark Seward of New Providence, James Martin o f Hu b­
bard and Mark Balvanz of Eldora . 

No-interest Loan (6) ....... - ...................... '"""'" ....... 48.? 18 05 
IM budget (offa supplies&. commtssioner t:ravclh ... ,nmg) 
All . n/ eli "I"~ ocauo Cltpen lure ......................................................... 2,775.00 Emphasize Value Of 

Most Iowa pastureland offers consider­
able improved financial potential in re­
turn for learning new management tech­
niques. The capital outlay to improve 
pasture management using modem elec­
tric fencang IS relatively small and is 
useable for many years. Those are condi­
tions most new developments in agricul­
ture cannot equal. 

Borders ACCOMPI.ISHMENTS 
Famls conta.ctec:t . . ................................... ........... ..... .. •• 824 No. 
Individuals & groups applymg practices ...................... -•..... 268 No. 

Waterways, 
Contouring ••. .. .. . ....... - .. ·-----······················ .. ·········· 4, 763 Ac. J IM MAR'IJN 

Co mmissioner Contour sb'lp cropping ......................................................... 20 Ac 
Terraces -······ .. ·--.. ·-······· _ ....................... 22.455 Ft. We as farmers need to commend our­

selves for the progress we have made in 
soil conservauon an recent years. As I 
look around my community and other 
parts of the state, plowed and bare fields 
are much more uncommon th:ln they used 
to be. Rcs1due and cover slow water ve­
loc uy and reduce s01l loss I 

SedJment & wat.et contr01 basrns . • .. ..... ................... 7 No. 
Reduced erosion on cropland 123.435 Ton saved on 14,379 Ac. 
Field border --·--·· ..... . . .... ... . .......... 130,522 Ft 
Grade stabi117.ation structure ...................................................... 3 No. 
Grassed wa.tctwa.y ............................... _.. •• •••• • .................. 2.3-$ A c. 
C~oo bllage ····-··········- ······· .. •···· .......................... 11..562 Ac. 
All _D1strict programs and services are offered on a nondiscrimmatory 
basts w1thout regard to race, color, national ongm, relig1on, sa, age, 
rnanlal starus, or handacap. 

Value of Trees 
As equipmt'nt becomes larger we rc· 

move fences and malce fi eld 1zes larger. 
Now even WJth protective residue once 
water becomes concentrated from o 
watershed area. 11 can pick: up spocd sam· 
ply from the long d1stanee it can now 

MARK I. SEWARD 
Comm issloner 

Do )OU want to be remembered? 

all th1S is not enough to leave behind, travel, ta.bng res1due With 11. Once that 
think nbout some large walnut trees be- cover IS gone, SOil is e11posed and cuts 
10g ready for han est ''lllued at $5,000· began even m no-ull. 
S 10.000 a piece. 1 hcse li1CM need protection wath wa· Think for a moment about the value of 

10, 20, 30. or even 40 acres of trees. If 
your grandparent had planted them for 
you, imagiJlC what they would be worth. 

The beauty alone is of aesthetic value. 
but it's also a place for hundreds of birds 
and an1mal life lO call home. A place for 
> ou 10 walk: w1th your children and 
grandchaldren. A place to leach them 
about nature. A plac.e 10 leave memories 
of yourself and the special qu1et times. If 

There are some programs 10 plnce 10 teNoys and field borders. A properly 
both the CFSA office in !own Falls and • conwuaed and maant.amcd waterway w11l 
the NRCS oil ice in Eldora, to BSSISl with slow water velocuy. by spreading It out 
the plannmg and co~t of planting. It is over o wtdcr channel. F1eld borders nc· 
also possible to get assistance on im· comph~h a Similar luncuon. 
provmg an Cltisung umber. The undesu- The quesuon anses why take so much 
nble species would be culled to fnvor the land out of producUOil far a waterway or a 
selected trees. Why not do sornelhmg tor field border"/ These area~ are ollen the 
everyone you know and love. Plan t least productive areas an a field . Tum 
somt t rees! rows get most or the equapment traffic, 

Pine Creek Water Quality Project 

Landowners Making Strides 
ROGER WOLF, Environmental Specialist 

The Pine l..altes, along with the Iowa River and its gr«"nbclt 
area. arc thought of local1yas prized "Jewels" for the community. 
These jewels are very special 10 local residents as they provide 
areas of enhanced recreational value and scenic quality. 

Since the early 1920's when J .S Newcomer presented th adea 
of building the Lower Pme l..alte, many mdividuals, groups .. 
businesses and government agenc1es, have worked together to 
make the Pmt l..altes and the entire area a reality. Today th~ 
efforts continue. 

The followang article provides an update of the progress made 
with the Pine Creek WaJtr Quality Project 
~downers participating in the Pine Creek Water Quality 

ProJCCl arc making sagnificant strides with on-gomg efforts to 
protect and improve water quali ty. Fortunately, their efforts not 
only improve the water quality leavmg therr farm s, but the 
combmed impacts from all of their efforts will improve the water 
quality for the Pine Lakes. 

Phys1cal eltarnpl~ of progress are visible throughout the 
watershed. The following hst of people should feel proud of the 
work they completed as part of the Pme Creclc Projc:cL 

Project Cooperator Practicc(sl 
Wayne Paige . ... .. .. .Grassed Waterways 
Chuck Smoldt . Grassed Watoways 
Garry Schwarck ...... . ... Grassed Waterways 
Henry L Eckhoff.. .. .. Grassed Waterways 
Hazel Harms Pence .Grassed Waterways 

Marcella Creps .... _ .. 
Philip Prosser ...... . 
Balvanz Farms ....... . 

and Grade Stabilization Structure 
.Grassed Waterways 

. .. Grassed Waterways 
Grassed Waterways 

and Grade Stabilizauon Structure 
Paul Pnmus ............ ....... Grassed Waterways 

Project Coopera tor Praclicc!sl 
Primus Farms. • ........... Gra.~sed Waterways 
Curt Crosser .. ·······--·· . Water and Scd1ment Control Suucture 
Mnry Wubben/ .......... Gra~sed Waterways 

terry Gast 
Henry Peters Trust _,, .... Grassed Waterways 
Lloyd Siert .............. - ..... Grassed Waterways 
George Ackles ................ Water and Scdtrnenl Control Strucl\lrt$ 
Lloyd Eeckhoff .............. Terraces 
Frances Geerdes .. _ ......... Grassed Waterways 
George and Henry .......... Grassed Waterways 

V .mdec Vort 
Janssen Farms ··-·········· .. Grassed WatcN-ays 

The following chart denotes Best Management Pracuces 
(BMP's) planned and scheduled sometime during 1993 thru 
1997. Implemented year to date (YTDJ includcspmctices~h•ch 
have been reported a~ completed or implemented during the ume 
period Aprill993 thru January 1995. 
BMP S!anda.rd Tjtle PliJl)nsxl !mplememcd '(fD 
Cons. tillage (no-ull only) ........ 2149 ac 1311 ac 
Contour Farming ...................... 435 ac 355 ac 
Cover Cropping System ............ 133 ac 56 ac 
Nutnent Mnnagcment ............... 4099 ac 3794 ac 
P1. t Management ................... .4099 ac 3794 ac 
Record Keeping . .. .. ............... 4099 ac 3794 ac 
Wa~te MgmL System ........ 146,562 Cu Ft. 0 
Gra.\scd Waterway ................... 50 ac 19 ac 
Grade Stab StrucL .......................... 3 3 
Terraces . . .. . ......... .... 10,000 Ft. 3700 Ft. 
Water and Sed Basm~ ................... .4 4 
Critical Area Planting .................. 5 ac 5 ac 
LIVt;. .t.oc~ fu:clus10n ................ 53 DC 53 ac 
Wildlife upl Hab Mgmt .............. 27 ac 0 
Wildlife Wet Hab Mgmt .............. 7 ac 0 

arc the most compacted and become the 
weediest from reduced plant populauon. 
1\reas that need WDlCfWays also an: weedy 
from herbiCides bemg WMhed uway and 
they me hard 10 cross w1th cqu1prnent. As 
technology 1mproves, we can now pin· 
po1111 those least producuve acres 10 
fields. Econom1cally 11 makes more scn.se 
to 1dle those areas for a useful purpose 
than 10 apply e;~.pensive crop mputs and 
rece1ve a negau~e return. We can sull 
harvest a crop from waterways and field 
bonicrs ns hay or bedding 

We have come n long Wll)', but many 
more acres need protecuon. Even non 
h1ghly erod1ble land and Oat fields need 
waterway and field border protection. 
Water will concentrate by the force or 
gravuy and we nero 10 pmv1de a channel 
for ll lO now In 

One of the first comments made by 
producers as they begin managing their 
grazing is they don't know when• the 
clovers or a number of other plants are 
coming from, because they didn't plant 
them. Continuous grazing means only 
the few species tolerant of close grazmg 
w1ll surv1ve. lntroducmg rest permits 
other varieties to rerum and survive. This 
provides a number of benefits. such as 
fewer bare spots and more compctiuon 
making weeds less of a problem. Also. as 
legumes return, the nitrogen they fix 
makes eJtisting grass varieties more pro­
ducuve. reducing fertilizer cos4 

The rule of thumb in improving pas­
ture management is "plant nothing but 
postS for at least three years." The pre­
ferred method of renovating pasture is 
w1th frost seeding. When soil disturbance 

Name Change 

Your Hardin County Natural Resource 
Conservation office can recommend 
where you can learn more. Also, cost 
share ass1 .t.ance i, available for develop­
ing pasture fencing if at least two pad­
docks of warm season grass can be in­
ciiXied. 

Attendance at grazing meeungs has 
been strong this winter. meaning more 
WJU be held. AllCnding field days or pas­
ture walks where managed grazing is 
practiced are good ways to learn more. 
Talking with eltperienced graz1ers is al­
ways a good means of learning more. The 
first step is 10 realize you can improve 
the profitability of your pastured live­
st.ock enterpnse~. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
GAR\" 1 •• HI Ll.MER 

Uistrlc t Con ser vation ist 
·n,e S01l Conservation Service 1s now 

the Natural Resources Conservation Ser­
VICC. On October 20. 1994, the Secretary 
of Agncuhure CSUlbhshed this agency ll~ 
part of USDA rrorgun17Jillon. 

What does thiS change mean to )'OU and 
others concerned w1th conservauon? It 
means that whale some things will 
change. others w1ll Sl3)' the same. Our 
new name better reflects our role m help­
ing people conserve all natural resources 

on pnvatc 'nnds. Jt reflccL~ n streamlined 
agency that provades quality service more 
effie iently. 

The new agency is built on a solid 
foundation of 60 years of eltpcrience, our 
SCientific and techmcal el!pcrtise, and our 
partnerships with conservation districts 
nnd others. It combines most of the au· 
thonties of the old agency. as well as five 
natural resource conservation cost-share 
programs formerly adrmnislered by other 
USDA agencies. 

While we have focused on soil conser-

v:Juon m the past, we l1fC also the ke) 
federal agency lO offer technical help on 
private lands to improve "'ater, wildlife 
habitat, forestlands, grasslands, and other 
resource related to the land. 

In our new role, we want to work side­
by-side w1th you to ensure healthy land 
that brings benefits 10 city people as well 
as rural communities The NRCS is 
con.miued to conserving the nation's re­
sources not just for this generation but 
for generations to come. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Staff Members 
Natural Resou rces Conservation Service 

s ta ff membe rs are, left to right : Yolanda Butler 
(Soli Conse rvation Technician) , Kent H. 
Holmga ard (Soli Cons ervation Technician), 
Ka ren Cole (Volunteer), Gary L. Hillmer 

(District Conservationist), Su s ie L. Reece 
(Secretary), Roger R. Wolf (Environmental 
Spec ialist) and Crlstlne Birks (Soli Conserva­
tion Tec hnician). 

This message sponsored by the following businesses in the interest of furthering sound son conservation practices: 

0 

Van Heiden Tiling & 
Construction, Inc. 

Box 351 , Wellsburg, lA 515-869-51 49 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~l~ J:D:U 
No Moving Charge • Tiling .~ • . WI:i~ 
·Terraces • Waterways .. t;:-~,.A L~ 

· Land Clearing t:.z!f£i~Jjf}Jt:.-, ~ 

See Us For Your Spring Farm Needs: 
Grain , Fertilizer, Chemicals and Seeds! 

Owasa Co-op Elevator 
Owasa 

1 la rdin (~nun ty 
Savings Bank 

Ph. 858·2148 

Central Iowa 
Water 

Association 
Rural Route Two - Box 332 

Newton, Iowa 50208 

Telephone: 515-792-7011 

Gehrke, Inc. 
Construction • Tiling 

• Tiling • General Excavation 

Huisman & Son Corp. 
Backhoe and Bulldozer Service 

Available Lazer Controlled Equipment 
Allworkmanshlpcompletelyguaranteed ~..._;;.:~ 
Terraces, Land Clearing, Tiling and 
Eros ion Fabric for Waterways, Etc. 

OVW42 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Ralph & Toby Hulsman 
Wellsburg· 515-869-3615 or 515-869-3349 

Equipped To Fill Your Needs! 
• Terraces ·Waterways 
• All Other Earth Moving 

Quality Work at Competitive Prices! 

Taylor•s Excavating 
• Drop Structures • Waterways • Terraces 
ldora Bob & Steve Gehrke 858-3821 or 858-5u .... t: Eldora Dave Taylor 515-858-5222 


