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structures. They have renovated 
17,256 acres of pasture and 

BLOOMFIELD. - Twenty planted 229 acres of pine trees, 
years ago thi!! month Davis built 2,712,549 lineal feet of 
County farmers voted to or- standard terraces and 109,805 
ganize a Soil Conservation DIJ!- lineal feet ot parallel terraces. 
trlct. On Sept. 29, 1944 Davis Other puctlces established 
County became the ol5th soils include 1.141 Rcres of grass 

lr gowru1 district to be formed in Iowa. waterways, 74,871 lineal feet of 
rocade we! P. W. Spilman, fir~t chair- tile drains, about 600,000 lineal 
\\'lth bateaman of the Dav1s So1l Con- feet of dramage ditches stocked 
ves and bEservatlon District Commission- 968 ponds with fi .h and de­
ose markeers, notes that there were very veloped 2,500 acres of wildlife 
They WOJfew conservation practices on habitat 

ed veils helthe land when the district was Of the 1,386 opcratlng-
·aid crowrorganized. unih in the di\trict in,·olving-
~ed duche: Today we find that Davis 291,228 acres of farm land, 
he1r cascaceounty farmers have apphed 882 comprl~ing 191,436 acrcR 
h1te Frencconsiderable amounts Of con- are curr~>ntly cooperator<~ 

servation practices on their \\ith the Davl" Soli Conser-

l
farms. Many changes have oc- vatlon District. 
curred to the rural landscape. Clay Barnett, present chair­

As one compares aer1al photos man of the Davis County Dis­
of J.9U with those of today he trlct Commissioners, pomts out 
can see the terraces the ponds that actually 1,120 cooperative 
and the grass wat~rways that agreements have been signed 
have rephced the then gullies. between farmers and the dis-

, 
~ 
~~~ 

Many of the old square fields trlct, but cancellation due to 
have been 1·earranged to !it the chan~e or ownership, farm com- SoU and water conservation work in Da- They are, from the left, Harold 

.-contour ot the land and one blnallons, etc., leaves a net of vi~ County comes under the supenl~ion of man. Clay Barnett, chairman, 
can pick out the cont~ured rows only 882 cooperallve agree- three con~ervatlon dl!ltrlct commissioners. Botts Jr. (Roberts StndJo Photo) 

1of corn or grain that wind ments at the present tune. 
d th h'll Comm1ssloners in addition to . . 

-~~ aroun e 1 · Spilman elected' to govern th as a commiSSIOner ln 1962, but movement In history occurlng North Wycondab, aJ1t:a~rter 
ALTHOUGH much conserva- district 'when It was organize~ still continues as treasure~ for on privately owned land in the Creek. 

tlon work stiJI remains to be In 1944 were Dale Blackwell the dlstrlct. S~ Botts Jr., w.ts nation. Today 95 per cent ot Construction waa 
done, we find that cooperators and Fred Melvin. Harold Baugh- elected commissioner in 1962 the farms and ranches in the year in the Big 
in the district have contoured man was appointed to fill the to succeed Blackwell. U.S. are located in the n~arly Watershed with five tuc:tur• 
42,314 acres, built 673,224 unexp1red term of Melvin after Assistant commisSioners at 3•000 orgamzed ~0113 d•stncts. competed to date. 
lineal teet of diversion terraces, his death In 19:Sl and Is cur- the present time are Lionel Technlcal serVIce needed to wate!'!lheds have 
constructe<.> 1.462 farm ponds, rently one ot the district com- Herteen and Charles Ch1cker- aslust ~andowners In carrying thonzed tor work pi~ "''tlol"' 
and built 153 grade stabilization mtssioners. Blackwell retired lng. out thBlr conservation program ment at thiS time. 

_ Is provided to the district by __ __....__ 

I THE SOIL Conservation Dis- the U.S. Soil Conservation 
trict legislation enacted in 1937 Service. Verle Arnold has been 

lby Congress permitting private work unit conservationist in 
citizens to exercise local initia- Davis County since 1958. 
live and responsibility for soil The United State.s Depart­
and water con~ervation has ment of Agriculture also pro­
proven to be one of our most vldes assistance to the land­
effective pieces of legislation, owners in the soil conservation 
states Blackwell. districts through research. edu-

He also points out that a na- cation, cost-sharing funds, and 
lion-wide resource development credit. 1 
and conservation program on Three w~tersheds ln D~vls 
private lands has been acceler- County ha\e been orgam:r:ed 
ated during the past 25 years an~ accepted by the State 
hrough 5011 conservation dis- SoU Con,ervntlon Committee 
icts. The result has b~ n the - the Big Wyacondah. the 
'atest I a n d conservation 


