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Gerald Forsythes—

Award winning d

By Marv Runkle
Farm Fealure Editor

The Gerald Forsvthes have
come up with a ¢coup In, CoOnser-
vation, 'Recently, their farm was
niméd regiomal  SWwieTk
sTakes winner for the Jowa Sojl
Conscrvation Achievement
Swards.____
“The recognition fsn't likely to

: vays because they

slay far wo busy for thal, with
00 acres on their hands and a
fiilkinge herd of 109 Holsteéins in
thelr grade A dalry six miles
northwest of Drakesville

One of nine families so honor-
ed in the state, they might hiive
to milk & dittle early to g6 get
their awards and a plague from
{he Bloomfield New:popers pre
sented ot the annual Davis
Counly. Soil Conservation Dis.
triet Banguet Nov. 18

dils

cthange Lheir

As a regional winner, they
have a crack al the stale Llle but
sipee 15 Forsvihe's practice to

hiz coll. he's 3 win.
conservilion cantest

farm to savi
ner anyway,

or no

Still, what méade theéem news
worilty finalists. were: 32 actes
of Tow erops on the conlour,
over & mile of terraces; a half

soveral farm
sitructure
planting

mile of diversions,

Fu_:r".l'i' oroaion
.JH{] "'.'-'n:'”d'.' :!JI.I]

control

ree

arts, There are 1,000 fect of
open disinige ditech and almost
200 peres of renovited  pasture

bezides 100 aeres of posture thal
from <¢rop land
With a doubl [ive Herrine-
honeé parlor, milking tlhelr 95
cowe now [vesh ecan be done in
iwo dnd a hall hovrs, Forsythes'
van, Nolen, and thelr soneinlaw,
Juck Moss, live pnear and some-
imes do the milking and help
with any of the other farm work,
Recently, they remodeled the
milk house with n 12x21 Toot ex-
tenslon to aecomodatle o new
1250 gotlon bulk tank which sils
by their old 850 gallon one. They
alzo installed a pnew feed bin oul-
gide the milking parlor so Lhe
pows' grain ration Is augered
into feed pans automatieally., Be-

sldes - that, the water sysitm was

wis Ccopveried

chapzed with pond water [filter.
g4 Lo be used sl the dairy, And
they nlan even more lmprove-
maonks In the fulur

'We want to expand to milk-
ing more cows,"" says Forsythe,

who now has altogether, 300 head

af dalry stoek
Inside the dairy, e &atmo
zithere “lerle  orderliness
sparkling gliaes, transparenl
fubes, solid stone, and shiny
H:lli’ll"'“ th'l‘l |r.,[ ||||||l.“'1|- J‘irl Ellld hll’S. {;Erﬂld Fﬂrﬁ}"iﬂ. I'{l'llll.'
softening that inside “stark ef- 1, Drakesville, are shown looking over

ficieney" look, are several orna-
mental plamtings of swaving
spreading Juniper, which Nina
groew [rom cuttings, She has roots
ed many cutlings and tucked
them In odd nooks and corners
of thelr Yarm vard and dairy
buildings. All her trees, shrubs
dand flowers muke for an interest

ing lot. Dry cows stay in their
own “wailing” quarters. Weaned
calves run in their pasture wilh
outside feed troughs and sur-
rent milkers stay in their paved

ing touch, like someone friendly 10t, eating from the sheltered
lives there feed bunk ot in the free stall
In fact, the whole farm is a 10afing barn, which was one of
c¢ombipnation of pleasanl con- the Lirst in the counly
trosts;, A few nolsy, probably un "We muke 700 to 800 ton of
profitable, geese honk quarrel silnpe vear" savs Hortciha
some protesls as quiel, MONeY:  whoge cows stay in confinment
making cows conlentedly chew
their cuds Forsythe doesn't  sell  wyeul
There is no lack of business calves but runs them on grass
like cificlencey thouzh Baby till aboutl 1000 pounds. Although
calves have individual stells o he keeps records and  breede
their own  building with adjoin ) cOWa _-I'T:HL.F-.E;-' in Anpus

part of their dairy herd. The Forsythes

|confreld

Forsythes and cow

operate a Grade A dairy Tarm and
were recent regional winners in the
Soil Conservation contest.

bull Js wused for replacement
heders to get a smaller fivst calf

Resides dairy stock, they have

40 beel cows, aboul T0 sheep,
ind 25 cats
"I'd ‘rather 'Teed ecats than

pals," laughs Nina, who says they
have a lot of feed around bul
definitely no rat problem

Bolh |'||r~f..T1|I'1 hiave kepl ac
tive In communily work, Several
years they have been 41 leaders
and are on the adult board for
the Youth Cenfer
president of the Dayis
Relaprded Children's Assoclation
Forsyvllie has been on the Ex

Lountly

Ninad has been

airy farm

lension Counell and the ASCS
Township Commillee. He was a
School Study Building Commit
tee member and helped organize
and held oifice in the Dairy
Herd [mprovement Assocuition
besides being active in the Davis
County Soil Conservation Dis

riel

For 15 vears, Forsvihes™ dairs
diay has started at 4:40 or earller
With such habit, Nina notes

lhat even when they aie dn L

cily visiting, her husband still

gels up by 5 and takes a walk
Forsythe laughs, "It makes vou
[eel Zood (o be up carly and

'!;.J LR ] -



