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SCS proposing 
erosion control 
development plans 

Rules Cor th e consideration of eros10n 
cont rol plans in development areas a r e 
being developed by the Monroe County 
Soil Conservallon District and wi ll be 
the subject of a hearing F riday, Jan. 2 
a t I 30 p m 

The hearing at the Monroe County 
Soli Conservation District oH1ce at 14B 
Second A 1·e W . will be t o r !'('eive com­
ments from those affected and from in­
terested members of t he pubhc All 
comments will be consider ed prior to 
adoption of the final ver~ion of the rules. 

Erosion control plans in development 
areas must be appro1ed by the soil con 
servation dist rict prior to the issuance 
of buildmg permits fo r land disturbing 
act11 1ties Th1s is a new requirement of 
Chapter 467A of the Code of Iowa and is 
e fCeNII'e J<Jn. I The ne11 la11 was enac 
ted b)· the 68th Iowa General A~scmbl) 
earhcr this ye<Jr. 

!.,mel disturbing acl11it1es are defined 
as land c· hunges - clearing, grading 
exca1 atmg ~ which may result m soli 
eros1on from wind and water 

~~?>-'iS I 

This aclivtty, done m conjunction with 
a project that requires a building per­
mit, must have an <Jpproved eros10n 
control plan on file with the district 
Single-family residences or areas of 
fewer than 10.000 square feet are not af­
fected by the requirement. 

The regulations being proposed will 
govern how these erosion control plans, 
requtr ed by law, arc to be submtlled. 
reviewed and apprOVl'd 

Copies of the proposed rules are 
available at the local SCS office Those 
who cunnut <II tend may file written 
<·ommcnts Copies of t hl· rules ha vc 
h<:l'O 11Wiled to olll ('OUilt~ <llld lllUni<-ipal 
officials who issue building permits 

11- tl- y--d 

Attention Landowners 

RESTRICTIONS ON 
STATE COST-SHARING 

FOR SOIL CONSERVATION MEASURES 

After January 1, 1981, State cast-lhare assistance for 
soli conservation practices offered by the Monroe County 
Soli Conservation Dlatrtct will be reatrtctad on C811aln Ianda. 
Tlla District Commtaalonera will be limited tv epprovtng 
state coal-shar~g at on&-half 1M normal rste lor Iandi 
which have not been plowed or IIUillar growtng row crops 
between January 1, 1966 and JlftlllrJ 1, 1981. 

Tlle cost-sharing condition Ia 1 requirement of Section 14 
of House Ale 2!181, an Act of the 68th Iowa Gen ..... 
Assembly, 1980 Seaalon. Tllla notice Is tv satlsty tfll re­
qulrementa of Section 17 of the act. 

3 -I~- 'S( -Can apply Friday 
for cost-share 
conservation funds 

Soil ('OilS('rvation 
di~tr·i(·l harHJU('l 

Applic.Jtions for state soil consen a 
lion cost -share funds will be accepted 
starting Friday 

\ I on d a y ~ 1\ I a n· h 2:{ 
w 

Monroe County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict banquet will be he ld Monday, 
Mareh 23, at6:30 p.m. a t Trinity Un ited 
Methodist Church fellowship ha ll . 

The farming ope ration of M r. a nd Mrs. Don T eno (rig ht) of Albia was 
n a m e d the R egion 9 winne r in the Io wa s oil conser vation a w a rds progr~m 
Dec 2 during the 34th a nnua l con fe r ence for soil con ser vation dis t r ic t 
com-mission e r s in Cedar R a pids. The Tenos received a p laque from Ha~old 
Ande r son , Iowa Farm Bureau direct or of environme nta l and loca l a ffaus, 
for th e i r excellence in soil con serva t ion work. 

Ollie Kaldenbe•·g, chairman of tht• 
Monroe County SC D pointed out th<Jt 
sign-up for cost share can be done 
anytime, but encouraged landowners 
who arc plannmg 11ork for 1981,to sign. 
up before 1\Jan·h 2. 

This 11 Ill msun• that applications will 
be cons1dcred at the first rel'iew on 
~larch 19, Pnorit \ pr;•cltces mclude I 
terraces and t>rosion t·ontrol structure~ 
Applit-ations for l'Ost-:;h<~rc funds will 
be t:lken <tt th<• district office located at I 
14B Second A\'(' West 

Awards will be given for art posters 
and eonscrvation awards to outstanding 
conscnat1on farmers in Monroe 
County Mus1c will be provided by a 4-H 
dub of Cedar 

T~eket!'. may be purchased at the dis 
tn(•t office 14B Second Ave West or 
from the following district t.•om ­
mtssioncrs Ollie Kaldenber g. Ray­
mond Vance, Albert E t c h e r , Bob 
McGinnb and Bill McGrath; and assis­
tant commissio n ers: Mardy ll 
Albertson, Steve Crall , Lloyd Clar k, 
Orlo DeBr uin, Herman LeCfler Jr , Bob 
Putnam and Ed Mahoney. 

The cost share program IS the 
responsibility of the District Com­
missioners wl11c;oh ind ude Kaldenberg. 
Bob McGinnis, .\ lbt•rt Etc·her, Ray 
mond Vance .tnd \\. F 1\lc•Grath Cost of the l1ckets is $4 15 each 

1 
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Letter-to-ed 1tor 

Commends 
newspaper 
Your newspaper stalf IS to be com 

mended for the special soil conservation 
supplement in your Sept 18, 1980, 1ssuc 
Too often nl.'wspapcrs focus on t•vents 
which report wh:tt was b••d today or our 
troubled world, and I commend your cf 
fort for presentmg a progress re 1>ort on 
soil and water resource managt•mcnt to 
your readers 

I commend ,\!bert l':tcher, Dewayne 
Johnson Ollie Kaldenbcrg, Wilham 
\1cGrath and Ra}mond Vancl.' for the•r 
many non-patd hour~ of effort in 
de\'eloptng a program reflect in• or your 
community's need~. Thts b effet•tive • 
gra~srooh go\'crnment I aho (•om­
mend the st<.tff membcro; in the 
district-state clerk Carol Presley ;.~nd 
federal So1l Conservatton Service Pl'r­
sonpel John F'rtt:dl'n, Roy C<tmpbell <tnd 
John Boll~ Thl'Y arc the pt>CJple '' hu im­
plement the progr;.~m 

The cooper<tlion and support of the 
sot! conserv<~tion dtstrtcl progro.•m by 
people in yuur ,·om munity i~ C\' tdenl 

Respt:ctfully. 
Lawn•nt'l' (; . Vant·e 
Dirct·tor 
lo\1 a Ot•portmt•n t 

of Sot I ('on sen a tlon 
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SCS taking inventory 
'of county resources 

In the next two years, t he U S. Soil 
Conscn·ataon Scn·it'c ''all contmue to 
exi.lmme " sample unab" of land in the 
count~ as Jlnrt of ats na t aonal resources 
mventory 

' ' \\'e'rc lookmg at a total of about 60 
sumple units m the count~· t hat have 
been rnndoml} $elet•tcd, ,; says .John 
Fraeden SCS district consenallomst 
" On ea<·h of those 160-ucn• umts. \H' 
sample thn•<• poants " 

Fnedl•n say' 109 dafferent Informa­
tion Hems .1n• bemg rt•cordt•d Thn in 
d ude Mlt'h !hangs oi S SOil type Whether 
t l~t· l,•nd as pnnw fnr m land croppmg 
h1stor~ , water and wand erosion poten 
11111 , o:~nd t·onscrv alwn t>nH'IIl'es bemg 
used Other mform<~llon bcmg reC"orded 
includes the present type of land use, 
tht• condll1on of lht• 1.1nd and extent of 

conservation treatment need('d to COIJ• 
trol soil erosion 

we·re studlt'd the land and made m­
ventories before," su,·s Fneden " It 's a 
little like a professional sports team 
You come b<~ck each St'ason with most!\ 
the same players, but you evalunt~· 
them to see how they 've thanged, ,1nd 
you make adjustmenb Our c\'aluatwns 
m.1~ not be every year, but SCS as 1n tht• 
mventory and monitoring busmcss now 
to stay It will be a part or our JOb to 
keep up with ho\\ our rcsourc<•s arc 
changmg 

But Frieden stressed that the ongoang 
study was not accurate enough to bc 
reliable on the county le\ el. " it would 
be1 too costly to sample ennu(o(h pomts 
for statistically reliablt• infnrmatwn 
locally II w1ll be reliable on a regauntll 

or St<~te\\ tde level, though, and we rna} 
be able to m a ke some judgments about 
our re~ources locally. :\'one of the infor­
mntaon gathered Identifies any lando~ ­
ncr'. 11 '~ strictly a resource accounting 
stud\ " 

The srs go.JI IS to get 40 percent of the 
lwld work finished th1s year, · :;~nd to 
r umplctl' thl• work m 1982 The results 
Will he l'nmputenzed nationally through 
<~ laboratory ,,t Iowa State Unh·ersi ty 
.md l>rl's<•nted to Congress 

" Till' plan is to repeat the inventory 
l'\Cf\' fl\'l' H•ars , and use the mforma ­
tion lo lwlp gu1de \'oluntary conserva­
taon progr.•ms nationwide," says 
l'ncrll•n The R t•sou rres Con sen all on 
Al l of 1977 c.t lls for u coullnual ap 
pt m s ,d of n.rt ural resources. 

'First RAMP project 
county let today • 

Ill 
Central Paving Onrp of lndaa nola 

was the app.•rent low badrlcr in a n open­
ing this mornmg on a 24-acrc reclama­
tron proJect undl·r the Rural Aba ndoned 
Mme Progr.tm (RAMP> for Monroe 
County,llltl• or a great m any a bandoned 
mmt.!s 

t'cntrul s httl was $95,587 60 with less 
th-'11 $3011 SPJMratlng the three low bid­
ders on tlw project 

The t>rOJt'<'l covers the rec la mation of 
17 at·rt·s uf 1 ... nd or. the James M. 
Hollinrakl' f.•rm and 7 acres of la nd on 
the Gerald L. Wynn farm, both in Sec­
t ion 8 In ~nlon Township three and a 
hail m1l•'S west <•f Lovi lia 

Srnular proJect::.- u total of fou r an the 
statt•-hn\c been completed m Manon, 
Wapelln and ~lahaska count1es and a 
filth prOJect is 111 co.mplehon in Wa pello 
Count) tnd unother is 111 progress. 

In add1ttoo to the work bemg done by 
the contr actor the lund owner is 
obligated to com plete certatn work­
either do 1t hlm!lclf or ha ve it done-and 
must cure for the land under strmgent 
regulations for three year s after the last 
cost .shanng on the proJeCt , 

Rogl·r Hirschman of Des Moines. 
rep r('sentmg the Soil Conser vation Ser­
vice, com mentl·d tha t t he progra m as 
financed under u fe deral ta x on presen­
tly mined coal li t· .tdded that the bids of 
the nine coni ractor s will be c hecked and 
the cont racts lligncd Work IS expected 
to begl n s hortly 

Central Pavmg repre&entatives said 
they hoped to move equipment from the 
prOJect in Wap ello County directly to 
the n~\'1 RAMP proj ect In Monroe 
County 

RA 1\1P reclamation bids 
Sterling-McLare' Construction Co., In~. 
&hen andoah $113.643.30 

Cashetl and s o,J, Gorp 
a,poak 106,19618 

Bill J effries. Ia~ 
Russell 

Saxton, Inc . 
Leon 

J P. Strother ~struclion Co Inc 
Ottumwa 

Steger -P.eidersteit Construction Co 
Epworth 

J(eith E . Kent, c. 
Lucas 

ldeker , Inc. 
Mound City, Mo. 

Centra l Paving Corp. 
Indianola 

Conservat ionists point out that there 
a re 1 1 m1llion acres of abandoned 
surfuce-mined coal lands in the Untied 
Sta tes a nd Monroe and sur round mg 
counties have their s ha re. left over from 
the days when Iowa-m ined coa l fueled 
the genera ting pla nts, the ra1Iroads a nd 
heated most or the buildings in town a nd 
country . 

Thou gh the RAMP program is ftn a n ­
ced through a n a ssessment of 10 cents to 
35 cen ts per ton on coal cu r rent ly 

95,870.06 

117, 141.60 

114,026.56 

101,079.80 

95.812.80 

153,143 .64 

95,587.60 

mint>d, the rnmmg compames currently 
in OJ>t'l'<lt ton <tn: responsible for the1r 
own reclamation proJects . 

Current law lim1ts t he amoun t a 
single landowner can receive in financ­
ing lor reclam<Jtion of up to 320 acres. 

P asture woodland and range a r e 
a m ong the ust>s allowed lor r estored 
la nd It C<Hl also be reclaimed lor 
t•ro(J iand, non commercial recreation 
and waldhfe 
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Major effort to create Giant 
, 

' \lrke \uupur~~:er 
Xtmatel I 700 Giant Cana­
•ese "ere moved to <~ new 
ear the Southlnrk .trea at 
1 Lake 1 st we k 
,ee5e tra~~J: rled b\ semi­
rom T onto ( <~nnrla m 20 
re a projel'! of thE' R (' & D in 

:J~ tlon 11 llh the Soli C onserva 
!I 'tee th lo11 I on erv<~tton 
m ~ton and th<' l ') Arm} C'orps 

1 E:n eers 
Al'c· Jing to\\ 1ldltll Btolog1st Jack 
olle ( rurdl R sel th(. proJect is 

JUatt 'l of t 11 o m outhern 
te geese tlol ltCln program 

transpo•ung Gtant Cana 
southern low11 111 hopL·s that 
deve' p •n~; grounds 

ts .1re current!\ un'i£ n1 a~ m 
n :\rea c ar Rus Lll Jnd thP 
a11a proJeCt neur (. orning 
state proJN'l I lo• rtcd north 
te Center 
•the hr t tm e 1 geese 
Can ., rea Thl ll C' hm; 

•11nb1rd 111 hetJr t C'olfey 

ese transportPd 11 r located 
mlisem!'nt p rk 11 !'a m 

eese were th!'re long before 
Stnce the c ty h s butlt 

1e btrds thP restdent wtsh to 
1 some of thEm lr T•lronto, 
ands of Gmnt Can d1 ns arc 
·e " CoUry satd 

and SIX other persons 

• 

l 

assisted Ci!nadian officials in "cor­
r;Jlling" the geese on La'~e Ontario 
l.ist week 

Approximately 2,000 b1rds were 
banded. tagged and win~s were clip­
ped. Canadian oHicials t, ok approxi­
mately 500 birds and goslings, gtving 
the ICC the remaining gaggle 

The birds were transported to Iowa 
by a sem1-trailer m approximately 20 
hours. 

"We were only at the border fo1· an 
hour, ' Coffev sa1d "ll was a long 

Giant Canadian Geese 
take their first steps In 
their new home. 

time, but the birds had to be checked 
by both American and Canadian 
veterinarians " 

The arrival of the geese at the 
ncstmg s1te was a spectacle. 

Approximately 100 were in the 
group that included conservation of­
ficials members of the Reg1onal 
Planning Commission. county super­
VIsors corps of engineer members, 
soil conservallon service personnel, 
the media wives and Interested per­
sons 

Is this a goose-step? 

Canadian flock at Rathbun 
A shout went up when the semt ap­

peared as young and old alike 
stretched necks to gaze at the hun­
dreds of birds inside 

The d r iver geared his rig up a slip­
pery incline and was able to drive 
directly into the nesting area The 
ramps were quickly fastened to the 
trailer and the task of unloading the 
honkers began 

Men climbed ins1de the trailer to 
push the geese towards the door as 
others pulled them from the door. 

The geese quickly found the direc­
tion of the water 

In small gaggles, they plunged in, 
doused their bodies and quenched 
their thirst In their new American 
water refuge 

Children gathered feathers which 
fell on the ground while workmen un­
loaded the semi-trailer In approxi­
mately 20 minutes. 

The Giant Canadian Goose nesting 
program has been successful 10 two 
southern Iowa areas 

Harold Garner of Russell, a Conser­
vation Technician with the Rathbun 
Wildlife Unit , said the survival rate 
for the Colyn and Southfork prOJects 
currently underway has been good 

"We turned approximately 270 
geese Into this nesting area last year. 
This spring we counted 225 birds in 
the area," Garner :.aid 

Richard Bishop, an low ... Conserva­
tion Commission Wildlife Research 
Supervisor In Des Moines, said the 
new Canadians may have some 
difficulty hiding from humans. 

'These birds have lived in an 
amusement park for years and are 
not disturbed by human activity We 
must provide protection for the birds 
until they are more frightened of 
humans," he said. 

Canadian officials were eager to get 
rid of the birds. Bishop .said 

" They have no hunting seasons on 
Giant Canadians, therefore, they do 
not control the number As far as 
some officials are concerned, the 
goose problem in Toronto has g.me 
out of control," Bishop said 

Canadian officials gave the geese to 
the Iowa officials and the only ex­
pense was to transport the birds to 
Rathbun Lake The RC &D paid the 
bill 

Wilham McGrath, chairman of the 
four-county commission , said the day 
was unique 

''All the various governmental 
agencies and governing boards of four 
count ies worktng together on a 
project is unique in itself. It was a 
beautiful day and this action will 

hopefully benefit others for gener­
ations to come ' he said 

The geese will nest on floating nests 
rather than more permanent struc­
tures used in the past According to 
Coffey this will prevent less damage 
during Hooding or winter 

--

Ass1sting Coffey on the Canadian 
trip were Biologist Art Roselen of 
Wapello R C &D . board member 
John Sellers. Jr , of Millerton, Frank 
Tony of Centerville, and conservation 
workers Dennis Proctor and Howard 
Eakms of Centerville 

Major effort to create Giant Canadian flock at 
Rathbun Lake. (Story Page 6) 



Last acre ceremo 
held at Lake Miarrti 
In a symbolic ceremony this morning 

at Lake Miam• the last of the 278.400 
acres in Monroe County was completed 
in a three and one-half year soil survey 
In the 12 townships. 

Started in October 1977, the three soil 
scientists involved in the soil survey 
have made nearly 30.000 probes. armed 
with aer ial photos which helped them 
locate the boundaries where the various 
soil types change. 

The four soil scientists are Douglas 
Oelmann, the party leader. Gary Lmd­
gren, Jeff Talsky and John Hemple. 
Oelmann has been completmg the work 
here while the others have moved on to 
other soil survey work· Tal sky to Knox­
ville. Hemple to Red Oak, Lmdgren to 
Decatur County (though he'll cont1nue 
living m Albia) and Oehlmann no"' to 
Des Moines 

Others taking part m the ceremony at 
Lake Miami included Ollie Kaldcn­
berg, chairman of the Monroe County 
Soil Conservation District. Gary M 
Peterson, county extension d1rector. 
John Frieden, district soli conserva­
tionist; William J Brune. f1eld repre-

sentative for the Stale Department of 
Soil Conservation ; and Dr. John Pesek, 
head of the Agronomy Department •t 
Iowa State University. Each related his 
agency's role in the survey. 

Dr. Gerald Miller, extension agron­
omist at Iowa State, and AI Seim, area 
extensiOn crop production specialist , 
spoke on the uses of the survey. 

Information gathered In the survey 
w11l be published in a soil survey report 
which will be available in approxi­
mately thre years. 

The soil survey project identlried 41 
soil senes m the county with each soil 
type identified by name Each soil map­
plllg umt was broken down and iden­
tified by its !>Oil series. the texture of the 
plow layer, the slope class and the ero­
sion class. 

Each parcel of land was classified 
then according to the land capability 
with the conservation practices needed 
on each parcel and the type of tillage 
recommended. 

Class I land has few if any limitations 
and can be used for contmued croppmg. 
\1onroe County has few acres of this 

class of land. This land ·Is level. 
Class II land may be used In tbe same 

way but it may be hampered by sll1ht 
erosion or wetness. This land has a 2to 4 
percent slope. 

Class III land can also be used lor 
continuous croppinJ with precautions 
and the use of mechanical practices. 
This class has a 5 to 9 percent slope. 

Class IV land is used primarily for 
hay and pasture. This land has a 9to 14 
percent slope. 

Class V land may be used for pasture. 
It has a 14 to 18 percent slope. 

Class VI la nd with an 18 to 25 percent 
slope and may be used for pasture. 

Class VII land has slopes In excess of 
25 percent and Is usable only for timber 
and for wild life. 

As part of the soil survey work, soil 
sam ples were submitted for analysis. 

John Fr1eden. district soil conser­
vationist , pointed out that field sheets 
are available now in the county and that 
they'll be used by farmers to determine 
the best usage of tbe land a nd the best 
conservation practices applicable. 

.... ............ 
• = Clltlll a- Dl lSI 1 

•' IS 'A li-
e L I .... 

....c..r, ... c.a ......... 
Unct.r euthOttty tel tortr. In Ct'iapter 

<e1A. Code 01 1-.o IIIII lOin- 1>J 
Senate Ftfe 282, e9th lowe Otnerel 
Aaaambfr. 1111 HtsJon). I Pte c;om.. 
,,.._, C'l Monroe County Sotl Con-

Mrvlllon [)jotrlcl hi.. -- 1111eo 
lOt N"' ·-r- IO .......... control In COftlur.ct~Oft Ml'l certe~n lend 
diJhJtblftO ectMUee Oft nooagnculturel --·-A copy olllleM pro-ruin lillY t>o 
- 01 lho Monroe eo...., Soil 
eon ...... .., Ololncl-. 148 Zlld A,.. w"'· Albia. ._, 

...... b ..... eby Of*' - I publoc "••rena will .,. rtetd •• Sol ConMrwtbOn 
OI"'ICI Olflce. 148 ZnCI A .. w-. Alblo 
lo 7:30 P II Sotp1- ,. 1111. ot 
whiCh ttme an e•p .. nanon ot lhe pro­
PONd ru ... will be made end OI>Petr4 
tu<lity 10 com"*" on 11\e P'O~ rules 
Will be l)tO>ItCI8(11 

COUMISSIONEIIS OF MONROE 
COUNTY SOIL 

CONSEilVATION DISTIIICT 
8y 0 1,. Keldent>erg 

Stpt 10 1981 Cha•man 

REGISTER PHOTO BY liSA KIIUIDENIEI! 

27 bridges 
gone; crop 
loss is high 
Weekend rains punish 
roads, wash away soil 

By DON l'tfUHM 
and CAROL PITTS 
R..-stw Stoll W,.,.., 

One of the heaviest rainstorm n 
recorded stale history destroy{"f 
millions of dollars worth of ro~ds 
bridges, crops and farmland .~ 
southern Iowa, officials sa1d M ,,00 •y 

At least 27 bridges were -"ash!!\! 
out and 58 others were damo.ged iJy 
the weekend deluge, which rlam eJ 
the lives of three person.! and 
off•c•al.s said they erpected to ftl' t 
more destruction as they com plPf c 
countywtde lDSpeetlons 

Among the damage repor , 
Monday were these; 

• Officials in five storrn-h • 
counties took the first steps •ow~· 1 
seeking disaster designations, wlm 11 
would open. the door for special gov­
ernment hnanclal assistance '111 1 

loans Two of those countie. askw f(Jr 
the same designation last month 

• Crop damage m Wayne C•JUDl 
alone approached SB million, a figure 
tb"t •ocludes $60,000 worth of ba, 
that washed away 

• Tbe ram claimed SOli losses or 30 
to so tons or SOli per acre tn Luc:s 
County 

• More than 40.000 tons of roclt 
wtll be relatd to replace gravel 
washed away by floodwaters 

On 1.0p of all of that, Monday's beat 
caused two paved roads in Warrei"' 
County to buckle "We certah ly 
dJdn 't need thiS problem on top or a 11 
the others," said Bob Sandy, Wan eo 
County eogmeer 

Engineers in Wayne and Monroe 
counties estimated damage at m. re 
than Sl milhoo In eacb I.'OUnl} 
' Seven br1dges hav~ Just <fu..: .•• 
peared ·• Sllld Wayne County Engincrr 
Rolley Glasgon They're prob:tb y 
hallway to New Orleans hy oow • 

He saJd most of lbe brodges will t.e 
r<!placed, but possibly not for month: 
In Monroe County bowever. enguu cr 
Wendell Folkerts said two or tbe 
seven washed-out bridges WO'l't 1..,. 

replaced becau.~ the county bas no 
money ·•we·re gomg t.o try 
abandon tbe roads," be sa1d 1 

J 

Ntclt Koorady, Lucas Countv 

------=-~~~WEA~THEn 
Please tum to Pane .i \-

-----____:::,:" .:: 



Buster and Irene Wolf 

Wolf home floats 
mile downstream 

Shortly <Jftt r II o ~hck Fnday even­
mg I rent• Wolf had b£'t•n up stirring 
Jbout and sht• he<Jrd water gushmg and 
,hl' t:ucsscd that the 11 <.~tu ln Cedar 
Cn•ek runmng het11 N.n their home and 
lw r11ilroud lr.u•k on the \\'l'St was ris­

n•g '" 11s honk 
filii "l<h ti•e l.!l,lCatl ~tJmmg a111t c.hd 

'"'' WUMo 't ~urpriwd. So Irene Wol£ 
n•nt back to b~;d 

C.ttht•ruu• Irene Wol!. til, and her 
1roth••r, ltnymond "Buster" Wolf, 63, 
wve rcnh d that one-story home in 
\lclro~c lor 29 \·c•ars und there had been 
· •• Ins before t~nd the creek has risen a 
ew ft•et Ill prt•vtous } e.~rs 

Rut short!} artcr I a.m Saturday 
norntng I ren<' and Huster realized that 
he creek 11 os rtstng much more rapidly 
han tht•) thought and they got up and 
tressed but h)' tht·n the water was rising 

so rapidly they t·ouldn't make ttny I!Hort 
to get out. 

The raging stream commg into lhl! 
home upset a freezer and 11 was thts that 
Buster grabbed, hanging on sprend­
eagled and helping to suppoTI lrt•ne on 
his knees. She in the mt•nntlmt• had 
grabbed onto th<• top of the doo1 JHln I<' 
help ~upport lwr weight 

Buster. as he recalls the three hours 
they spent in tl>e wutcr filll'd housl' 
early Saturday morning dol'sn 't recall 
bemg conscious of !hl' house being 
.carried downstream , 

Irene r<'ml'mbers set•ing a light in the 
apartment of Georgie ~1 iskimm1ns ;~nd 

The Wolfs 
Contmutd on Pace 2 

Anna Comer 

Water to neck as 
she awaits rescue 

Asleep in the bedroom of her one­
·t rv home on Shamrock Street, Anna 
~~nier, 85, awoke early Saturday morn-
10g to the sound of water gushmg under 
her bed 

swppmg out of h<'r bed she found that 
he wate! wa~> knee-high and the 
~ ltose woman went out into the 
k'~chen to find ~omething to stand on 

· TcHmg her story from her bed m the 
1 nroc County Hospital a bare 24-hours 
~f~cr her ordeal she related in a rela­

"clv · strong voice the story of the 
~tclr.osc flood and her efforts at self-

n·servnt 100 . 

thmg to stand on, she remembered to 
turn on all of the lights she could find " ! 
thought 1f l turned the lights on someone 
will see me." 

What she didn't know at that time was 
that rescuers had already come and 
gone They had checked the house 
earlier. couldn't get any response to 
their calls and assumed she wasn t 10 
the home. So they headed on up the 
street checking on the other homes in 
the flood's path 

But returning aga10 downstream­
east 011 Shamrock Street that evening­
they suw the lights 10 the house Annie 

Anna Comer 
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B\ ROBERT W. LARSO~ 
:\lelrose . Iowa's Little Bid of !rei 

had pl;~nncd for months on w··e Jco1m 
the high school graduates from 
cla~~es 1949 through 1959, but the 
munitr certainly hadn 't planned 
staging the stirring drama that it 
the wee small hours Saturday, Jul)' 

But drama it was as the rain·•wtlflpl 
Cedar Creek developed more than 
of middle-aged spread until it rea 
from the Burlington Northern trac t 
Shamr ock Street and on up the hill a itt 

In the process the swirling st 
knocked several homes from their l"'n 
dations. scattered fertilizer cJrt~ 
autos like pieces of wood, ups(! a 
water storage tank and tipp(d a 
tilizer tank and forced the re~ue 
restdents or \1elrose 

Rain which began early FriJay, 
tinued into the night. but it \\a;n't 
about I : 50 a m Saturday whm 'evtrl l 
youths knocked on the door of 3ill 
:\1elrose fire chief and hectl 
to,~n ·s rescue unit, to tell h1mlhe 
was over the railroad track and t 
Knowles family was trapptd JO 
tavern known as Ed 's Place 

As Duer tells it the members of 
Melrose Rescue Squad were ,!PrteOirlli 

The rescued 

and thr~r 

workers await ambulance for Buster and Irene Wolf 

Albia, Iowa 52531 Tuesday, July 7, 1981 2 Sections 

se residents • 
r 

scued as flood 
hit. community 

on the JOb within minutes. In the mean­
timt• someone had called the Monroe 
Cnu~ty shl'riff's office shortly after 1:30 
a .m St·,·cr.•l ol the deputies had been 
workmg in the rain for hours at that 
time trying to get lt pontoon boat off 
l/ S 34 , not far from the :\1elrose inter­
SeC'IIon Tht• boat had slipped off its 
t• • .rril'r. 

Bv 2 ,, m. the massive rescue effort 
\1 as· undt•rway tn :\1elrose 

The Melrose n•scue unit had put 
together a strong rope ;~bout the size of 
a ski ropt• in an attempt to rescue the 
Knowlt•s filmil} And Duer had gotten 
h1s bo.at into the water 111 the rescue at­
tempt But the rescue rope caught his 
t>ropellor ;~nd Ducr and his boat were 
swept downstream 

Two Jow.t conservation officers went 
to his n•scue and their boat capsized 
;md 11 wus 11 hen the Albia Rescue Squad 
;~rnn·d w1t h Its boat and more powerful 
motor thot the rescue work began to 
smooth out 

Thn•t• lo\1 ,, ('onser\'ation officers-Ed 

:>ielson and Ra} Sea} from the Rathbun 
Lake patrol md Rick Schultz of 
Russell-helped in the boats as se\'eral 
of the umts started a house. by. house 
check up and down Shamrock Street 
and up and down Kells Al'enue. 

By 3 a m Saturd;~y water down 
Shamrock Street was 7 to 9 feet deep, 
depending upon where the measure­
ment was taken . Annie Comer, 85, W<~S 
rescued from her home as she was 
standing in water up to her chin in the 
living room of the one-story frame 
house swept from its roundation by the 
current 

Mr and Mrs Ed Knowles and their 
daughter and a friend . who had been 
trapped in the downstairs of Ed ·s Place 
knocked a hole in the wall and chmbed 
the stairway to the second floor of their 
building, waiting until the larger motor 

23 are rescued 

Thl' earl) Saturday morning 
rescue dfon in tht .\felrose flood 
11 a' a team effort, according to 
William Duer, chief of the Melrose 
Fire Dt>partment. 

,\,,i~ting in the rescue efforts 
11 l'rc the Albia Rtscue Squad 
11 hich had nine men in :\ftlro~e ad­
dition In the rt>scue boat. Three 
men of the unit remained in tbl' 
\lbia station to take care of calls 

f('C'C'h t•d. 
Thrl'l' l1.1wa State Troopers, three 

Iowa Stall' Constnation officers. 
four ml'n from the> Monroe County 
Sherau·,. Department, mtn from 
thl' \ppnnoosl' County patrol, one 
from thl' l\lonrol' Countr consen·a­
tion 'en icc> and Gc>yer Ambulance 
St>n ICe tl'a med up in the night­
long re,c·ut• effort. 

P ,·5 shl' went into the kitchen to seek 
. ~t·ih1ng on which to stand the water 
~0 tung through the house overturned 

rhu~ refngerator in front of her -Continued on Paae 2 Ed Knowles gets an aSSISt ashOI 9 1 ~urn 1ng around, still setking some- .. 

l~~==~~==~~~~~~ 
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County flood damage 
total is $1,638,000 

Cal X. Repp 
Cal X Repp, 71, of Anaheim, Calif., 

died there July 1 
He was born in Monroe County on 

Dec. 25, 1909, the son of Victor and 
Sarah Parker Repp. lie had been em ­
ployed by the Maytag Co in Newton. In 
1977. he moved to California to make his 
home with a niece, Mary Conley. 

Torrential rams Fnday 111ght and 
Saturday caused severe £1oodtng 
throughout Monroe County and caused 
damage estimated at $1,638,000, the 
Monroe County Emergency Board es­
ttmated following a tour of the county 
Monday 

Approximately half of the damage-a 
total of $805,000. was to crops through­
out Monroe County Heavy rains caused 
excessive flooding m Cedar Creek. 
Whites Creek, North Cedar Creek, Soap 
Creek Millers Creek Gr.tys Creek, 
North A very. Middle A very and South 
Aver)· 

The county emergency board gave 
the following estimates of acres of crop 
damage 111 the county 
Corn 
Soybeans . . . . ......... . 
Oats . . . . . . . ....... . 

4,400 acres 
2,800 acres 

900 acres 

Wheat .. .. .. .. . 100 acres 
Hay . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900 acres 

Corn damage was estimated at $300,-
000 and soybean damage at $375,000 

The emergency board constsls of Ron 
Parker of the Monroe County ASCS of­
fice: John Frieden of the Soil Conser­
vation Service: David Dowdy. director 
of the Farmers Home Administration. 
and Gary Peterson. county extension 
director. 

In addition to the crop damage, the 
flooding caused approxtmately $172,000 
in damage to homes and mobile homes. 
$250,000 to the cafe, post office. tav­
erns. and fertilizer plant in Melrose. 
$36,000 to plant and equipment. cars and 
ptckups, $75,000 to cropland not listed 
previously and $300,000 to personal 
property including household goods as 
well as the fertilizers in the Kaiser 

23 are rescued 
boat could be brought mlQ place and a 
ladder secured so they could make their 
way down from their second-floor 
refuge. 

Bill Duer and those who were with 
him when his boat was swept down­
stream had gotten their boat tied to the 
end of the Kaiser building and had made 
their way over the roof and down to 
relative safety again 

Duer and Dennis Carr, Monroe 
County sheriff, were supervtsmg a 
house-to-house search and in the end, 23 
persons were evacuated from their 
homes Several maintained they'd be 
o k . and they watted out the flood m 
their restdences 

As rescuers made thetr house-to­
house check they were consctous that 
the home of Cathenne Irene Wolf and 
her brother, Raymond " Buster" Wolf, 
had been swept downstream But they 
had lost stght of the home and hadn' t 
much hope of bemg able to find the pair 
alive 

But as the rain lessened the house was 
sighted on the Burlington Northern 
tracks, then it shtCted a htlle and was 
resting 111 a cornfield as strong search-

lights helped illuminate the scene. 
Once more the rescue boat went out, 

carried downstream by the current, un­
til it reached the Wolf horne. Doors and 
windows were all under water. But one 
of the rescuers, who wondered out loud, 
"I wonder where those people are" got 
a response and within minutes the win­
dow in the door and storm door were 
broken, the brother and sister brought 
out underwater through the broken 
panes. 

Within 15 minutes, the two were 
ashore and loaded into a waiting am­
bulance, on their way to the Monroe 
County Hospital. 

Finally at 4 :40 a .m. after checking 
with other members of the Melrose 
Rescue Unit, Bill Duer said with some 
assurance, " I think we've got every­
body out" 

The rescue project was complete The 
Melrose and Albia rescue units, the 
three Iowa conservation officers, Iowa 
State Troopers Patrick Egan, James 
Hoven and Nick Durian. Carr and 
deputy sheriffs Ron Yarkosky, Michael 
Lawrence and Michael Berrier . Wayne 
Sheston of Centerville, a member of the. 

Buster and Irene Wolf 

Agricultural Chemtcal plant in Mel­
rose 

The esttmate in the city of Melrose 
totaled $758,000 according to the county 
emergency board. 

The county emergency board has 
recommended to the Iowa Emergency 
Board in the Federal Building in Des 
Momes that Monroe County be declared 
a disaster area because of the excessive 
floodmg over the weekend. 

A declaratton of disaster would make 
low mterest loans available to the far­
mers affected and other funds may be 
made available to repair fences, water 
gaps and conservation damage · 

Melrose residents who had damage to 
their homes may be ehgtble for five per­
cent mterest to repatr or replace their 
damaged property under the Rural 
Horne Emergency Loan program 

-Continued from Page 1 

starr of the Bureau of Criminal lnvesti. 
gation. Jess Welt, manager of the park 
at Miami Lake, had all helped in the 
rescue attempts 

And the water by mid-afternoon 
Saturday, had fallen as rapidly as it had 
risen. Residents or the affected homes 
had taken up carpets, tossed out mat­
tresses. removed the horne furnishings, 
and Shamrock Street on Saturday after. 
noon looked as though Melrose was hav. 
10g a gigantic yard sale. 

The clean-up work will be continuin 
for weeks and months 

And the Melrose class reunion w 
held as scheduled Saturday afternoon 

But the rainfall-whtch ranged fro 
SIX to nine inches according 1 
es!tmates-had created the worst fl 
in Melrose since the flood in 1917, ac 
cording to some of the older residents of 
the cornrnuntty 

But community residents were 
thankful that the property damage­
esllmated at $500,000 by Mayor Par ley 
Batten-was no more than that and tha 
no hves had been lost in the flooding and 
in the powerful, swirling current. 

On Jan. 13, 1931, he married Ellen 
Conley. She died Sept. 17, 1977 

survivors include two s isters, Alice 
Morgan and lcyle Kellogg, both of 
Albta . and two brothers, Carl Repp of 
Newton and John Repp of California. 

He was preceded in death by one 
brother. Erie. and two sisters, Fern and 
Ollie 

The funeral will be 10 a.m. Wednes­
day at St Mary's Catholic Church with 
the Rev . Philip Cardenzana officiating. 
Burial wtll be 111 Newton Memorial Park 
Cemetery 

A rosary will be 7 p.rn today (Tues­
day) at Humeston-Gilbert Funeral 
Home 

Bertha Nelson 
Bertha Nelson, 63, of 615 W Wash­

ington St 111 Centerville died July 1 at 
St Joseph's Mercy Hospital in Center­
ville 

She was born in Albia on Aug. 13, 1917, 
the daughter of Thomas and Mae Har­
per Breese. She was a member of the 
Episcopal Church of the E piphany in 
Centerville. 

On Jan. 6, 1940, she married Carroll 
Fletcher. He preceded her in death . On 
March 20, 1967, she married Henry 
Nelson. He also preceded her in death. 

Survivors include one son, LeRoy 
Fletcher of Unionville. one daughter 
Nina "Sue" McGee of Rockford, Ill. ; 
five grandchildren, and three sisters, 
Mabel Coady of Albia , Faye Reynolds of 
Des Moines and Opal Squires of High­
land. Calif 

The funeral was 2 p m Friday at 
Johnson Funeral Home in Centerville 
with the Rev William F Radant of­
ficiating. Burial was 111 Hanes Ceme­
ter)· 

A memorial has been established to 
the cancer fund 

Ruby Jones 
Ruby D. Jones, 72, of Mystic Route 1 

died July 1 at Iowa Methodist Hospital 
in Des Moines 

She was born in Monr<>e County on 
. 1. 1909, the daughter of L.L and 

n~~-eummers Hayworth She was a 
ember of Walnut Homemakers Club. 
In 1932, she married Everett Jones at 
nionville, Mo. He survives. 

•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~C•o•n•t•l n•u•e•d~fr•o•m~P•a~g~e~l~Other survivors include four sons, 
ichard or Walnut City. Robert at 

realized as the light faded in the dis­
lance that the house was be10g borne on 
the rain-swollen waters of Cedar Creek. 

outside wondering outloud to another 
occupant of the boat, " I wonder where 
those people are." 

Then it was that the brother and sister 
found voices to respond, " We're Just in­
side the kitchen door." 

ome, James of Minnesota and Everett 
" I'm lucky I sure thank God I'm Jr. serving with the U.S. Navy; two 

alive because I sure didn ' t think we daughters, Sandra Cordell of Maxwell 
were going to make it," she tells and Alice Jones of Lancaster, Ohio; 11 
visitors And Sunday they were infor- , two great-grandchild-
rned that their dog, Buffy, too, survived . four sisters, Opal Fillman and 
the flood He was In the house with them IP•·,.rl Hall, both of Des Moines, Vera 
and sometime Saturday Pat Dinneen of Lovilia and Maxtne Martin 

-ot>• - .. 

WE AT HER-
By Ed Steinbach 

Official Weather Observer 
Qlgh Low Preclp. 

July 2 ................ 83 66 None 
J uly 3 ................ 83 67 None 
July 4 ................ 77 68 3.70 
July 5 ................ 85 66 .72 
July 6 ................ 86 68 None 
July? ................ 66 

·HOSPITAL-
Admissions 
July 2, 1981 

Roy E. Morga n, 664 N. A 
Icle Carter , Rt. 3 
Grace Veach, Albia Manor 

July 3, 1981 
Fairy Tarbell, 307 B Ave. W 
E liza beth Stevenson, 1118 S Clinton 
Catherine Peterson, Lovilia 

July 4, 1981 
Mrs. Harold Brink, Rt. 3 
Anna Corner, Melrose 
Catherine Wolf, Melrose 
Raymond Wolf, Melrose 
Mrs. William Gutcher, Rt. 3 
Mrs . Paul Wignall, Rt. 3 

July S, 1981 
Mrs. P hilip White, Lovilia 
Barbara Robinson, Moravia 
Catherine Scoval, Rt. 3 

July 6, 1981 
Mrs. Ray La hart, Rt. 2 
Jessie Br icker , 217 N. 7th 
Mrs. Webb MuHins, Moravia 
Mrs. Forrest Karr , 610 4th Ave. E. 
Mrs. Paul Benell , Moravia 

Dlschar1es 
July 2, 1981 

Amanda Jones, Knoxville 
Ralph Kirtley, Bussey 
Gerald Conner, Lovilia 
Mamie Grim, Bussey 

July 3, 1981 
Ricky Little, Albia 
Michele Maddison, Albia 
Har ry Davis, Albia 

July 4, 1981 
Mrs. Ed Her lford and daughter, Albia 
Mrs. Paul Reeves, Bussey 

July S, 1981 
Catherine Peterson, Lovilia 
Harland Boyd, Oskaloosa 
Roy Morgan. Albia 
Fairy Tar bell, Albia, transferred to 

Des Moines General 
J uly 6, 1981 

Frank Kristof, Albia 
llo Tyrrel, Albia 

DEATHS-
July 1, Cal X. Repp, 71, of Anaheim 

Calif., a nd formerly of Albia, at Ana~ 
helm, Calif. 

July 1, Bertha Nelson, 63, of 615 W 
Washington St. in Centerville at St. 
JOseph's Mercy Hospital in Centerville 

July 1, Ruby D. Jones, 72, of Mystic 
Route 1, at Iowa Methodist Hospital in 
Des Moines. 

But neither realized how far the horne 
had been carried downstream until 
hospttal v!sttors late Saturday in the 

:l Monroe County Hospital told them the 
• house had been ·\swept downstream 

about a quarter of a mile. 

The fact was that the kitchen door 
was practically under water and the 
water within the house was within a foot 
of the ceiling just didn't seem much of a 
deterent. 

and a brother saw the dog swimming in Martinsdale : and four brothers, Roy 
the water and went out to rescue bim ayworth of Albia. Glen and Joe 

Irene and Buster both have a touch of both of Des Moines. and 

July 2, Sherri Lyn Henderson, 21, of 
Des Moines and formerly of Albia, 
found murdered in Des Moines. 

July 6, Keith Blumer, 71, of Bl3kes­
burg, at the Ottumwa Hospital , Ot 
tumwa 

J 

At first it came to rest on the Bur­
lington Northern tracks but a btl later 
another strong current carried it off the 
track and it carne to rest i.n the corn-
field adjoming the double BN track at 
that point 

But three hours is a long time to hang 
on for your life And Irene was fearful of 
the outcome and repeated over and 
over, "Oh, Buster, we'll never see each 
other again." But Buster's reply didn't 
change " Hang on If we have faith we'll 
make it." And they did 

Rescue workers didn't have much 
hope of finding the couple. They had 
seen the home swept downstream and 
for awhile during the rescue efforts, the 
driving rain kept them from even seeing 
where the horne had come to rest. 

In the meantime there were other 
homes to be checked and other people to 
be accounted for. But shortly after 4 
o'clock that morning wtth a strong 
searchlight scanning the area, the 
house was spotted and a rescue team 
was off 111 the boat 10 one more rescue 
attempt m the swollen stream 

Irene and Buster were aware of the 
rescue attempt when they heard a votce 

Anna Comer 
Corner was up to her neck 111 the water 
and she was hanging onto one of the liv­
ing room draperies to gtve herself sup­
port. 

Some time later she saw some flash­
lights and she heard voices outside of 
her livmg room wmdow She made out 
what one or the men was saytng. "Annie 
we ' re comtng tn after you Turn 
your head the other way so you won't 
get cut by the glass when we break the 
window" 

The next thing she felt was a strong 
pair of hands, reaching under her arms 
and lifting her into the boat. She had a 
hazy memory of being put mto the am­
bulance. And she remembers, grate­
fully. the names of the men who came 
back when they saw the lights in her 
horne- R D Curran, Vincent Feehan, 
Bill Murphy and Ron Yarkosky deputy 
sheriff 

What she dtdn t realize at the time 
was that her home had been swept off 
its foundation and mto .1 gtant elm tree 
in her front yard- the only thing wh1ch 
kept her home from be10g swept down. 

The rescuers broke the glass 10 the 
storm door and in the kitchen door, then 
pulled Buster down under the water, out 
the opening and into the boat 

He recalls that he "just got a face full 
of water" and the rescuers put htm face 
down in the boat and he lost some of 
that. 

Irene, who had been hanging onto the 
door jam for nearly three hours, had to 
have her hands forced orr the jam and 
then she was taken under the water, out 
through the broken pane, and into the 
rescue boat. 

They were vaguely conscious of 
friends-voices they knew-talking to 
them while the motor crait chugged its 
way across the swollen Cedar Creek 
Bill Duer, Vincent Feehan, Mike 
Murphy and others they recognized 
were there-barely. 

Within moments they were in an am­
bulance headed for the Monroe County 
Hospital Buster had a pretty fatr 
night's sleep Saturday mght but Irene 
slept in fits and starts as she relived the 
ordeal of less than 24 hours before. 

-Continued from Page 1 

stream by the racing current 
Nor did she realize that in being swept 

from 'ts foundation, the force had 
broken the house loose from the 
propane gas tank and from the water 
main Rescue workers, checking on the 
property after it became light Saturday 
morning, smelled the gas and got that 
turned off. And they saw the water 
spouting roof high and got to the cut-off 
valve and turned off that unnecessary 
water spout. 

Sunday, Mrs . Comer, concerned 
about getting back home, still hadn't 
been told that she can't return Her 
home is a total loss. So other arrange­
ments are being made by her farntly 

As with some of the other survivors of 
the Melrose flood, she's developed 
pneumonia and is being kept tn the 
hospital for a few days until that's gone 
But Annie Comer is thankful to be alive 
and thmks perhaps that's little enough 
to be concerned with after spending 
nearly two hours in the water hop10g the 
rescuers would see th€ lights and find 
hl'r 

pneumonia and when that's cleared up vester Hayworth of Martinsdale 
they'll be able to get up and get out and The funeral was 1 30 p . m Friday at 
home But horne? The structure which ley Funeral Horne tn Centerville 
has been their horne for 29 years is no was in Elgin Cemetery north of 
more. So they'll find a new horne. 

In the meantime they're simply 
grateful to be alive 

Rathbun 
Lake crest 
Thursday 

Rathbun Lake is expected to crest at 
917.8 feet Thursday, putting the lake 
level nearly 14 feet above the normal 
pool elevation of 904 feet 

Robert Hyatt , lake manager for the 
U S Corps of Engineers, said that the 
outlet was closed Friday to protect pro­
perty downstream whtch also had a 
heavy ra10fall 

Rathbun Lake crews were busy Mon­
day barncading roads which were 
closed because of the nsing water 
levels. Hyatt said that lake personnel 
started movml! some people to higher 
ground Saturday morning as the lake 
level started nsing appreciably 

There were 93,500 vtsitors at Rathbun 
Lake over the July 4th weekend, despite 
the heavy rainfall in the area Friday 
and through Frtd?y mghl. 

Mail in Melrose 
gets delivered 

Pauline McDowell, clerk at the 
Melrose Post Office, commented Mon­
day that "we're operating out of a 
tackle box and a brown envelope but the 
mail was dehvered." 

The Melrose office had more than 
three feet of water in its lobby and 
records in a safe and in several 
cabinets were water soaked as was 
su nly of stamps Offictals of the o 
tu1 • wa Sectional Center were providi 
equipment and Melrose personnel wPr<>l 
busy cleaning the office :\1onday 

earners made thetr rounds Mc•nda_. 
and ctty restdents were able to pick 
their mail in the office. Robert Tierney 
tS the Melrose postmaster 

Keith Blumer 
Keith Blumer, 71, of Blakesburg died 

July 6 at the Otturnwil Hospttal in Ot­
umwa. 

He jVaS born in Appanoose County on 
!ept 11. 1909, the son of William S. and 
Gladys M. Rainey Blumer. He was a 
larmEf and construction worker and 
lad lited in the Blakesburg area for t he 

years. He had lived in Blakes­
r 12 years. He attended the 

Christian Church and was 
rref41y serving on the Blakesburg 
ty cluncil. 
on Feb 14, 1937, he married Glen­

lbra ~rby She survives. 
Also~urvtving are two sons, Edward 

l Bl~er of Fairfax and Karl K 
!iumer of Cedar Rapids, one daugh­
ltr T11a J Britta111 of Blakesburg , 
hu~ ndchtldren , one great-grand­
chid: ur brothers, LeRoy, Clyde and 
CU rtis. pll of Ottumwa , and Martin of 
laVerne. Calif . and one sister, Edith 
Woore c! Ottumwa 

He "as preceded in death by two 
b:others and one sister 
The funeral wtll be 3 p m. Wednesday 

• Knedler Funeral Horne m Blakes­
barg with Donald Plum and Jim 
Ptckens officiating. Burial will be in 
Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, south of Ot­
tumwa. 

V~NDALISM-
RodneY Hughes reported to pollee 

that his hOUse at 1222 Benton Ave. E . 
had been entered. A bathroom mirror 
aad a window were broken 

JUv ENILES-
Albia police arrested two JUveniles 

ard charged them with .exp'loding fire ­
works without a permtt. One of the 
JUveniles wa.s also charged with 
Violating the ctty curfew ordtnance. 

GUEST-
fh Wall Lake Altmnt Banquet had a 

r<re eguest when it .vas held recently. 
Jts · Baker. who gladuated from Wall 
lakste81 yeJrS ago, vas there. She will 
be 1~ years Md in Cctober 

Th• Wall Lake Blade 

Newspapers are 
missed Sunday 
at Little League 
To the editor: 

Sunday's observance of Had Kausa ­
lik 's 25th year of service to Monroe 
County Lit tle League was enjoyed by 
many little league players, past, pre­
sent and future, managers and coaches 
!old and new), parents, family, friends, 
Mayor Bernard Carr and Father Philip 
Cardenzana. 

How mem orable the occasion could 
have been for everyone had the local 
newspaper been represented for pic­
tures and even a small write-up of the 
event. We are sure the paper was aware 
of the tim e, date and location as that in­
formation was published earlier in the 
paper. We realize coverage was needed 
for the local flood damage, but for 25 
years of service to an organlzationn that 
has in some way or another helped the 
majority of Monroe County's youth, 
surely some publicity was deserved 
Perhaps better staff availability over 
the weekend would assure us someone 
could cover the news. 

Sue Shroyer 
Denise Dye 
Stephe n M. Shroyer 
Mary Beadle 
Ron and Cora Leshen 

(Editor's note: We bope the Lhtle , 
League fa ns will read the sto1ry and see 
the picture on Pa ge 8 of today's News. 
The Albia NEWSpapers regret tha t 
plans to cover &be program Sunday did 
not materialize a s planned. Grace Buol, 
our news editor, was out of town for the 
weekend a nd Robert W. Larson, editor 
and pubUsher, was taking pic tures and 
covering tbe various phases of the flood 
story. We must of necessity set our own 
priorities and tb is time it was the s tory 
of the flood. But The Albia NE WS­
papers are indebted to Bad Kausa llk fo r 
the help he ~as given as In cover ing Lit­
tle League baseball over the past 25 
years. His uslsta nce has m ade possible 
the extensive coverage we have given 
Li ttle League baseball over the past 
quarter century, a covera ge whlcb has 
included reports on approximately 1,500 
games plus scores of many more minor 
league ga mes.) 

BIRTHS-
June 26, Daughter. Anne j'!annme 

Mr an<! Mrs Mark D1 
Moines. She weighed 8 
Grandparents arc Mr. ano 
Robnett, Albia, Bill Davt~ JJliKSitOI>sa 

and Mrs . Tom Hamblin 
Great-grandparents are 
Kearney and Mrs Lois D 
Albia 

June 26, Daughter, Tris 
DeWayne and Aura Lee 
Winsted . Minn She weighe 
Grandparents are Mr. a 
mund James of Des Moine 
Mrs LeRoy Entinger of W 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence J < 
are great -grandparents 

Amelia, to 
ntioger of 
lbs. 3¥4 oz. 
Mrs. Ed­

nd Mr and 
sted, Minn 
es of Albia 

July 4 Daughter to M 
Harold Brmk, Rt 3, A 
Monroe County Hospttal E 
lbs 15'-' Ol Grandparents 
Dorts Shilling, Rt. 3, Albt< 
Rose of Coal Valley, Ill 

and Mrs . 
·a. at the 

weighed 7 
e Levi and 
nd Beulah 

July 6, Daughter Hoi Marie, to 
John and Tammie An! •n of Fall 
Brook, Calif She wi!ighel lbs. 14 oz. 
Grandparents are Joe an at Angran 
of Albia and Mr and Mrs ernon Hall 
of Lovilia Great-grandpa ts are Joe 
and Marge Nucko and T• and Joan 
Angran, a ll of Albta 

RESCUE CAlLS-
July 2, to 664 N A St at 9 p rn .. Roy 

Morgan taken to MO-loe County 
Hospital 

July 4, to Melrose ; 
assisted with flood resc 
am 

July 4, Tod Petersot 
Melrose to Monroe Coun 
2 50 am 

July 4, from 11 50 a 
checked rlood conditions 

July 4, at Albta City F 
8 15 to 10 14 p rn ., firew 

1 30 a m . , 
unttl 6 30 

aken from 
Hos pita l at 

to 1 p m 
Htternan 

ervotr from 
s d1Sfl) }' ....... , ...... ,,.,,.,,,, ._. ___ _ 

Steve Delaney wa 
lifted to a hospital a 
Minn .• at 1 p.m. today 
accident at 10:20 a.m. 
of Albin on li.S. :H Do 
Melron• ftoulf• 2 " t'f tl 
Pil'kup pulling n «luc.•k 

wa!l <~trut·k lrom behin 
tractor trailt•r. n~ t.ul• 
dent wt're not tl\ nila 
time. Dt•lanl'v was tr · 
the Air Cart' ht'lic 
University Hospitals i 

•••• 
Gov. Rnbt'rt D. Ray 

CTuesda y l stgned a 
de'lignating Monroe 
disaster art>u, Other 
cludt>d in tht' dt>s1gn. 
Wnrrt>n, Clarkl', l uca 
Appanoose Count•e ... 
tion makt'<; the~H' cou 
for 'ltate B'l'li'ltUnt·e in 
fected by lht' rain 
damage. 
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Lost fertilizer cart in Comer yard 

• -.. 
Water going down in Melrose 

Tony Judge and Patrick Dinneen boatmg 

I 

--. ,/. ~ 4::c. 
~· ... Osmond Ripperger home in Melrose 

Sheriff Dennis Carr and Deputy Michael Lawrence 

They're awaiting more rescue boats 

Damaged tanks at Kaiser plant 

• 

Wh 
to 

a vay 

eb~te! 
II \ l nnrcw ( • 1' r( rd .. nr rdlorre thPI would not 

h u 1 • · C'lwst'n 1 t orrt nil 11 .l the flooding rn the 
II'I'Sli·rn p:.art o ,way to obsern> the 
Fuurth ul .lull 

llw da n1.1g1 l'r •P lges to bomes and 
h u ... ln t•s"t'S in tl f'l • !11.638,000. Damage~ 
to r•u•ds'" l hf' nt) nrl t andcuhert~ totaled 

1,11211,111111, In •• on Hu IJ[ nllern Railroad crews 
art• h U'i\ rc>pai 01 I tdck washed ou1 be-
h i PI' II \ I hill lll I 

T ho• srur.) uf r 
11 1 Rilthh un Ln 
lilt«'" 111 rhis i-. 

rn IJ and I he high wa1er 
tot I lr I ~tones and in!! pic­

llf I hP '\I ~nt) Xews. 
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1lad a choice they would not 
11 and the flooding in the 

11 hllin~ way to observe the 

I P damages to homes and 
11alrd $1,638,000. Damages 

Jlnd~tes and culverts totaled 
pt\orthern Railroad crews 
w, of t rack washed out be-

6ttounty and the high water 
Jrtlllrd stories and in 22 pic­
illtf County News. 
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Agnes Smith home gets an airing 

Burlington Northern tracks under water 
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Lake up 12 feet 
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End of the road at Rathbun Lake 

Plenty of campers at Rathbun 

Picnic ground under water 
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Former Albia woman $1,020,000 
county road 
food damage is homicide victim 

The body of Sherri Lyn Henderson, 21, 
of Des Moines and formerly of Albia, 
was discovered Thursday morning in a 
clump of bushes near a road close to t he 
Des Moines River in Des Moines. 

Dr R C Wooters, Polk County 
medical examiner, said that Miss Hen­
derson had been stabbed as many as 20 
times and strangled. He listed the cause 
of death as strangulation and excessive 
bleeding Wooters said that some of the 
stab wounds were inflicted before death 
and some after death. 

Two Des Moines men have been 
arrested in connection with the death 
and charged with fi rst degree murder. 
They are Paul Cleveland Campbell, 28, 
and Malroy Alonzo Cunningham Bond 

for each of the men 

Rescuers rescued 
In the kaleidoscope of events m the early m orning hours Saturday in Melrose 

the would-be rescuers often ha d to be r escued them selves as boats, motors, 
a nd manpower were often helpless in the swiftly moving current. 

John McG~e attempted to rescue the Ed Knowles family from Ed's Place but 
the McGee pickup truck was s wept up in the current and a few moments later 
McGee had to be rescued, clinging to the top of his pickup 

Btll Duer. ch1ef of the Melrose Rescue Squad ; Pat Egan of Centerville, Iowa 
Sta te Troop~r; and Rick Schultz, conservation officer from Russell, attempted 
to reach Ed s Place but the1r boat got away a nd they were in turn rescued 
clinging to a tree top. ' 

Moments later they succeeded in rescuing t he Knowles fa m ily. 
One boat of the Iowa Conservation Com mission was sunk but later 

recovered 

'First date: literally 
flood of memories 

Tod Peterson and Amy Conway will 
have vivid memories of their first date 
and the memories will probably be with 
them for the next 50 years 

Tod, 16-year old son of Mr and Mrs 
Gary Peterson, 516 N Eighth St., was 
laking Amy Conway, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Harold Conway. Rt. 2. Albia 
home shortly after midnight Frtday 

They were driving west on Shamrock 
Str eet when they saw a three foot wall of 
water coming down the street and 
through the yards The water grounded 
the truck and Peterson and his date, un­
able to open the doors, rolled down the 
windows and got out 

They were able to get the pickup into 
neutral and push it into a yard and they 
got 4ttto the Agnes Smath home Ten 
minutes later Peterson saw the truck 
starting downstream and he got outside 
and mai'\Bged to nudge 1t enough to 
avoad a collision with a Monte Carlo 
which had been swept into the current. 

But by then he couldn't make it back 
to land until he grabbed a garden hose 
which several neighbors had tossed to 
him Amy in the meantime had gotten 

out the back of the Smith home. Tun 
around the post office and jotned Tod at 
the foot of Erin Lane where rescue ef­
forts were beginning 

Tod was in the Bill Duer boat which 
attempted the first rescue of the Ed 
Knowles family before the boat was 
stalled dOd drifted downstream. Peter­
son made it bach. to shore and then with 
a rope tied around his waist tried to 
make it back to the Duer boat to help the 
others ashore 

But in the process he hurt his right 
knee, bru1sing his knee-cap and was 
pulled from the water by the Albia 
Rescue Squad 

Tod and Amy, who accompanied him, 
were brought into the Monroe County 
Hospital by ambulance and there his leg 
was X rayed and he waa treated and 
released . 

He was one of four flood victims 
brought into the hospital early Saturday 
morning The three others-Irene and 
Buster Wolf and Anna Comer-were all 
admitted 

Agnes Smith, with whom they had 
first taken refuge, was later evacuated 
by boat from her home 

BN Railroad repairs 
48.7 miles of track 

Burltngton Northern Railroad crews 
are working this week on the repair of 
48 7 miles of track which suffered heavy 
damage m the July 4th weekend rains 
and flooding 

Sam Zimmerman, d1v1sion superin­
tendent for the B"' in Ottumwa, said 
that the first damage came about 10 
p m Friday and work gangs and work 
trains have been workmg on track 
repa1r stnce that time . The damage ex­
tended from a point two and a half miles 
west of Albia nearly to Osceola in 
Clarke County 

trains a day 
Officials of Amtrak have been 

operating the passenger trains over new 
routes as the Burlington Northern 
tracks were washed out. Some weekend 
tram~ were routed through Missouri 
while Sunday and Monday the Amtrak 
trains-two daily through Iowa-were 
being routed over the east-west North 
Western Railway matn line 

Zimmerman said that the Burlington 
Northern track will t>e open so that the 
westbound Amtrak will be able to use 
the track through Albia tontght (Tues­
day). though he did not know when that 
decision will be made by Amtrak of­
ficaals 

The westbound track was open to 
Halpm, about two and a half miles west 
of Albia , at 1 15 p m Monday From 
there the trains crossed over to the east-_..,._1"!!:'1'"!:~~=-'"F~"'i~::i::"'---4 
bound track. The first train went ovt~rl' 
the repaired tracks at 2 30 p m Mon­
day 

Trains over the track are running at 
reduced speeds of 5 to 10 miles an hour. 
dependmg upon the rock settling Zim­
merman said that 1t will be approxi­
mately a month before the ballast will 
be compacted so that trains can resume 
the1r normal speeds over both the east 
and westbound tracks 

Burlington Northern personnel hope 
to have both the westbound and east­
bound hoes open by Thursday evemng 
Ordin the tracks 

Media coverage 
Melrose was on the news coast to 

coast a s the r esult or the Hooding 
Sat urday. . 

Two Des Moine<~ teh.•v·hnon sta­
tions the Ottumwa Ki r ks,•ille sta­
tion ~nd a Cedar Rapid& station all 
covered the flood as did 
metropoUlan and area newspapers 
and the wire stn ace~> 

J oAnn Coop, who operates the 
commun ications boa rd a t the 
Monroe County J.ow Center , was 
st :~rtled to get a call shortly after 3 
p.m. Soturdav from a reporter for 
CBS Ntws in Sew Yor k. 

Mrs. Coop, w bo "a~ on duty from 
11 p.m. Friday nlghl to 7 a.m. 
Saturday morning handled near!)· 
100 radio calls, mo~tly of them 
n ood related, an 11ddil ion t 
monitoring radio tro ffle on severn 
other channels. 

on city bonds 
Carleton D Beh Co of Des Moines 

submitted the low bid for interest to 
purchase $795,000 in general obligation 
bonds to be issued by the Albia City 
Counc1l 

The council Is issuing the bonds to pay 
for the recent paving project or the 
amount, $777 000 is for street improve­
ments and $18,000 is for changes in 
water hoes made tn connectiOn with the 
paving project 

Bch ·s bid included interest charges of 
$758,549 for the 15-year period for an in­
terest rate of 10.366 percent. Other bids 
were received from Becker and Cownie 
of Des Moines, $786,532 at a rate of 
10 749 percent. and Dain Bosworth of 
Davenport, $799,35 at a rate of 10.924 
percent 

The council also awarded contracts 
for the rehabilitation of two houses 

The bid of Duke Home Improvement 
Co for $15,330 was accepted for the 
Wilma Freshwater home at 116 N. Third 
St Other bids were Taylor Construction 
of Eddyville, $21 ,182 B & S Construe­
lion of Albia, $18,673. Noe Construction 
of Eddyvalle. $18.769. and Terry Ander­
son Construction of Oskaloosa. $16.061 

1\oe Construction was awarded the 
contract for rehabing the Robert Brad­
Icy home at 422 S lOth St The b1d was 
$7,523 Other bids \\ere Taylor Con­
struction. $10,137, B & S, $10.650. Duke 
Home Improvement. $9,735 . and Ander­
son , $8 726 

Miss Henderson was born Feb. ll. 
1960. tn Mesa, Ariz . the daughter of 
Lester and Beverly Breese Henderson 
She attended Albia schools and had 
lived and worked in Des Moines for the 
past year 

Sun•aving are her mother, Beverly 
Summers of Albia, her father. Lester 
Hender!>on of Mesa. Ariz . two s1sters, 
Lon Henderson and Murenda Sum­
mers both of Albia, three brothers, 
Jason, Lance and James Summers, all 
of Albia, and grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clell Brees and Mr. and Mrs. W.O. 
Henderson, all of Albia 

The funeral was 1 p m Monday at 
Humeston-Gilbert Funeral Home with 
the Rev Cliff Bennett officiating. Burial 
was in Oak View Cemetery. 

Pictures 
Finished 8xl 0 Inch black and 

white glossy prints or the Melrose 
and Rathbun pictures can be or ­
dered at the Albia NEWSpapers of· 
fice for $3 each. 

In or der ing p lease e nclose 
m one} and desi gna te p ic ture 
de~lred. Allow three weeks for de­
livery. Specify if pictures are to be 
ma iled or whether they wi ll be 
picked up. 

Check water supply 
for contamination 

Persons who are using water from 
~ells or a private source should have 
this water checked for contamination 
following the flooding in the area this 
past weekend 

Persons having questions on the 
chel·king can contact AI Ackerman, 
lO\\ a Department of Health Phone 281-
4938 , tn Des Moines 

Homes having municipal water ser­
VIces or served by the Rathbun Rural 

'ater Association can assume their 
·ater has been treated and is safe. 

Rainfall 

Heavy rainfall and flooding over the 
Past weekend caused damages totaling 
$1,020,000 to county roads and brtdges 
Wendell Folkerts, Monroe Count~ 
engmeer. said this mormng • 

Most of the damage was to brtdges 
and culverts located in the three west­
ern townships in Monroe County -Jack­
son Wayne and Cedar-and were 
caused by flooding of branches of the 
Cedar. English and Whiles Creeks. 

Folkerts said that four bridges were 
washed out or need extensive repa1r. 
These tnclude one bridge a mile north of 
Htteman, the Blackstone bridge west of 
Lov11ta, a bridge in Wayne Township on 
the Monroe-Lucas County Line and 
another in Cedar Township tn the 
Stephens Forest area 

Five bridges in the county \tere 
washed out either at one end or the 
other Two culverts were completely 
washed out There were four road wash­
uts in the county. 
Folkerts earlier today (Tuesday) 

ompleted the inspection of the county 
oads and bridges except for those 
·hich are still inaccessible because 
hey are located on mud or dirt roads 

and this w11l be inspected as soon as the 
roads dry out. 

Folkerts estimated that $40,000 to 
$50,000 of dirt and rock will be needed 
or road and culvert repair 

Esta 1sh floos=:::::~ 
relief funding 

A flood relief fund for the v1cttms o 
the flooding at Melrose has been estab­
lished at the Melrose Fire Station with 
Mary Scieszinski, city clerk, and Ros­
ella Vestal heading the fund raising ef­
forts 

Four families in the community arc 
homeless because of the flooding 

In commenting on the establishment 
of the flood relief fund the co-chair­
persons expressed the thanks of the 
Melrose Community to all who aided in 
the savtng of lives in the flood Friday 
night and early Saturday 

Mail contributions to the fund mav be 
ent to Flood Relief Fund. Meltose Bet­
erment Council. cto Mary Scieszinski. 
ity clerk, ~!elrose, Iowa 52569. 
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Officially the rainfall In Albia 
O\ er the weekend was 4.42 Inches. 
Of thb 3.70 inches was measured in 
the 24 hours endmg at 7 a.m. Satur­
day and .72 inches m easured In the 
2 1 hours ending at 7 a.m. Sunday. 

• ________________ ..,., ava•table 

ARREST-
UnoUlclally rainfa ll In the west­

er n parts of Monroe County was es­
timated anywhere from ~lx to 
t'ight inches. Most of the rain 
gnuge1, which measure five Inches 
of rainfall, were overllowang. 

Braan l<~ugate, 24, of 216 A Ave W was 
arrested in Melrose Sunday nfternoon 
on a warrant issued in App;1noose 
County C'haq~ing him with failure to ap­
pear. He w 1s released after po,tong a 
$50 bond. 

CO<Jn1'( 
AJbll IO 
should D 
Mineral a 
tiOfl, Wall 
lowe. 503 

June 16. 

FOR SALE 

NEW LISTING: 203 3rd Ave. West-Good In­
come property, 2 apartments. $2.5,000. 

Ruth & Mike Peterson residence, 
115 Benton Ave. WesL 

2 apts., dwelling located 1 blocl from square. 
Apartments are large and spacious and readily 
rentable due to their excellent condition and 
location. Dwelling Is Insulated and has hot 
water heat. 

LoreHa McNiff Home- Melrose. 2-bedroom, 
large kitchen, shower, gas heal, 3 yr. old roof, 
Rusco storm windows. Immediate possession. 
One of the nicer small homes around. low 20's. 

Building lOb on North 9ttl St. 

John Schleier Agency, Inc. 
John and Ptllt Schiefer, Realtors 

13 Benton Ave. E. PhOne 932-7163 
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10 inches of rain in one week reported 

engloeer, said 23,000 tons of gravel 
are needed, at a cost of about 
UlO,?oo. Some roads were reduced to 
one-way traffic because of damage to 
culverts. 

"There's a lot of silt out of the 
fanners' fields in the ditches," be 
said. "It will tate a whlle to get the 
ditches ditched out 'llgain. That's a 
whole year's work there." 

Tbe two largest washed-out bridges 
were in Warren County. Sandy said 
one bridge, built around 1890, was 250 
feet long; the other, built in 1910, wu 
175 feet. Replacements will cost one­
quarter mllllon dollars, be said. 

Sandy said be knows of 12 other 
bridges that bave been undennlned 
because dirt supporting the structure 
bas been wasbed away. Five sections 
of road bave been closed to all traffic, 
besaJd. 

James Connell, engineer In Clarke 
County, said at least six bridges were 
ruined there. "We don't know all the 
damage yet - we've been unable to 
get underneath the bridges to look," 
be said. 

Connell said be's located 16 bridges 
in need of repair. ''And these are rela­
tively new bridges - they're about 15 
years old," be said. 

Bridge damage In Clarke County 
will be a minimum of $250,000, be 
said, but repairs won't be completed 
for months. 

Meanwbile, repairs continued 
Monday on sections of Burlington 
Northern track used by Amtralt 
trains, and a spokesman said the 
work would be completed today. The 
two Amtrak trains tbat pass dally 
througb Iowa continued to use the 
east-west North Western Railway 
main Une on Monday. 
Special Aid 

Meanwhile, disaster committees In 
four counties - Appanoose, Mooroe, 
Lucas and Wayne - voted Monday to 
seek special aid ass1stance, aDd 
officials In a fifth county, Clarlte, plan 
to wall before malting a decision 
about such belp. 

Losses to crops and personal 
properly were estimated in tbe 
mUllons, with the fanning toWII5 of 
Melrose and Mystic reported to be 
bardest bit. 

"We bad an unoUicial !i Inches to 12 
inches of rain last Friday,'' said 
Dennis Reger, Lucas County soU coo­
serva Uonlst. ''Tbls caused a signlll­
cant number of terraces to overtop, 
or to bave siltation." 

Doyle Hampton, Agricultural Sta­
bll.lzabon and Conservation Servl~ 
dlrector in Appanoose County, said 
areas of the county got up to 4 inches 
of rain last Monday only to be 
clobbered by a 5· to 7-lncb raJn on 
Ftiday. 

"That's something Uke 10 to 11 
Inches of rain 1o less Ulan a week," 
Hampton said. 

Officially, rainfall totals were In 
tbe 5-lncb to 7-ioch category, while 
county agricultural officials Monday 
aald the " llDoHlclal rainfall" totals 
went as blgb as 10 lncbes In ooe area 
In Wayne County, and 13 locbes In 
neighboring Lucas County. 
Secood Request 

For several of the southern Iowa 
counties, tbe rainstorm prompted the 
second disaster request In a month. 
Both Clarke and Wayne counties (bit 
by hallstonns on June 7) bad made 
similar requests earlier. 

However, Roo Snyder, a soli con­
servation ofUclal In Decatur County, 
said lbat a disaster designation would 
not be sougbt there agaln. The rains 
caused serious soil losses In some 
fields, be said, but not enough to 
cause a second dlsaster desi10aUon 
request. 

Here Is a prellmlnary dam11e 
report oo the other storm-bat 
counUes. 

25 to 6 lnchos of rain In artu of lilt coonty. 
Aboot 3,000 to 4,000 ocres of lind wtrt floodtd, 
with Jtrlous tro$lon In unc>rotocttd f~lds locking 
con>oNotlon t;WitUtt> or comtNatlon IIIIa go 

• LUCAS - Sl9nifkar.t clamA9t In two major 
w~ttl1htds, U.t Ch&;iton Rrvtr and WMfbrtan 
Crttk baJrm, u a rtsult of a storm that ~d 
an unofflctal S to 12 ""~s of rain. Constrnoonost 
Dtnrvs Rt9tr t>llmates sol louts of 30 tons to SO 
tom Pt< acrt, .tth ~nt clamA9f to soybtans 
an<l com crops. COI.IIly dhuttr conomittu d 
sttk t~Mcy tost·shatt funds t o rtpalr sol 
connmllon puct"es, and ttnt'9fftty loan monty 

• MOHROE - Ol$asttr cotnmktt• rtPOrttd 
uttnslvt losStS to crops and to PtrSon.tlt;WOC>trly, 
particularly In tht Mtlrost community Corn 
clamagt. 4,400 acrts with a 2S ptrctnt lou to 
yields; utlm.ttd loss of $300,000. Soybean 
dama90: 2.800 acres with a 60 ptretnt 1ltld lou 
posslblt; utlmattd loss of $375,000. Oats 
clamagt: 900 acrts with M 85 ptrcent yield loss, 
esllmattd loss of $70,000. Losses also of $17,000 
to wt>tat an<l $43,000 to hay Tht Mtlrost 
community had two homeJ dutroyed eight 
d•t11ngs With lnliGr clamAgt an<l a dore; honlts• 
Willi """"' clarnogt. Louts of obout SSOO,OOO, 
a<eordllg to early tsllmatts. 

• WAYNE - Crop clamA9t1 from lilt Friday 
nogllt norm wtrt 110t aJ grut " the •arty .Nnt 
storm, wltdl caused on tsllrnattd $3.8 ,., 
clamA9t tach to lilt '""'and soybtan crop Louu 
tills Urnt wtrt nurty $100,000 for tht corn crop 
an<l nurty $300,000 for lilt counl(J Joyl>tln 
crop 

Rains help overall 
rating on corn, beans 

Iowa's corn and soybeans continue 
to show Improvement, thanks in part 
to the same recent rain systems that 
bave brought damaging rains to some 
regions of the state. 

Tbe Iowa Crop and Livestock 
Reporting Servke said Mooday that 
S4 percent of tbe Iowa com crop of 
14.2 million acres Is now rated as 
excellent, with 53 percent good, 11 
percent fair, 1 percent poor and 1 
percent very poor. 

Tbe state's soybean crop is rated 17 
percent excellent, 61 percent good, 18 
percent fair, S percent poor and 1 
percent very poor. 

Tbe agency said that whlle many 
areas received good rains last week, 
the parched west-central and central 
areas of Iowa got only moderate to 
beavy rains whlle some dry counties 
bad only llgbt rains. 

Still, tbe statewide soil moisture 
altuatloo continues to improve, with 
topsoil moisture rated at 18 percent 
surplus, 71 percent adequate and 11 
percent sbort. 

Subsoil moisture Is reported at 7 

• AP1'AHOOSE - Corn damogt S,250 auts, 
wt\h a 75 Ptfttn\ yltld loss totaling an ts...,.ttd 
$1 .18 million. Soy~>tan damov.: B,M)O auts with 1 
w Pt<Ctnt trtlmattd Jlfld lou for a totallo" of 
$ u ll\l1lon.. Tho town of Mystic had IWOI>tf\y 
clama9t of nury $100.000, wiU. clama9t to 10 
~~oontt, a moblt '->e and ono blnlnts~o 

• CLARKE - County dlsasttr t<Mm•ltt~ d 
mttl Tlu~. Ut1y rOf>OI'U from County \011.­
St<U~ offi<• rtditato 8,000 to 10.000 •«., of 
bolt- floodo4. wiUIIT\I)o< clalutt "' s...a• 
CrH\ .,., WIOtobrUSI tntlt Qltn /w<b. Official 
ratnlal In O.Coola WU mon tAan 6o ,...... In a 
,__ poriocl. ,.,.,dfod ... .,.,., .. ,...,.. ..... 
Solll c:ros~ wu snff~ . ,u. rtYU~tty Mw 
ttn'ltts \itt<! f,. and sol 1osws of 100 101'11 Ptr 
out t1Uft&l td by ~tlomt ICt!IA ECwlrdl. 

• DECATUR - Ho dhatttr ,_ .. bt 
made u a rtslft of tbt latort storm. wfoidl ~ 

percent surplus, 59 percent adequate 
and 34 percent short. 

Iowa State University offlo:lals said 
Monday that crop prospects are good ..,,... 
in nearly three-fourths of the state 
wtth adequate soil moisture to "pull 
through a drought sltualton." 

However, the ISU specialists noted 
tbat some parts of the state could still 
wmd up with poor crops without suffi­
cient rainfall tbe balance of the 
groWl.Dg season. 



Soil and water 
conservation week 
set Sept. 13-19 

Soil and Water Conservation Week m 
Iowa will be Sept. 13-19, repor ts Mm 
Amemiya, extension agronomist at 
Iowa Slate University 
Thi~ obsP.rvation. held annually for 

more than 40 years. emphasizes the 
special eUorts being made to c?nserve 
soil and water, two of Iowa s most 
precious resources. Over the years t_he 
problems of soil conservation have ·~­
creased because of changes In Iowa s 
agriculture fo'or exam j:!le, more row 
crops eKe being planted. . 

Soil and water conservation are ~ot 
problems of farmers a lone, Amem1ya 
says These resources play an impor­
tant role in the oversll prosper1ty of 
every Iowan. What a far mer does to 
conserve resources a lso affects t~e non­
farm population through econo_m1cs and 
improved environmental quality. 

Amemiva warns that advanced tech­
nology masks some or the damage 
caused by erosiOn . Increased crop 
yields due to advancements In . hybnds 
and machinery cause an attitude or 
complacency, but the problems of ero-
SIOn continue to grow . 

The specialist says cons~rvauon 
tillage is the most effecll':'e an~ 
economical methOd of controlling soli 
and water eros1on In addition to the 
conservation benefit&, conservation 
llllage offers fuel nod time savi~gs 

lov. ems need to continue to str1ve for 
development of conservation practices 
that presen·e these re!lources , 
Amem1ya says, notmg that the co~ser­
vation practices must also be environ­
mentally sound and economical for far ­
nters to use 

. 

Land disturbing 
• • 

rules 
hearing here Sept. 24 • 
The ~fonroe Count"' Soil Conser\'atlon 

D1stnct is proposing rules for certam 
land disturbing acti\'ities on nonagn. 
<:ultural and construction sites 

\ hc;mng will be held at 7 30 p m. on 
Sept 24, at the Monroe County So1l Con­
sen <.~twn District Office in Alh1.1 to 
recel\'c comments from those affe(·tcd 
,and other interested members of the 
pulllll' The ~lonroe County SoH Conser­
\'UIIon District Comm1ss1oners will con­
,ider all comments received at the 
caring prior to adopting the final ver­
lD of the rules 

Chupter 467A (l4, CodE' of Iowa 1981 , 
\1 ,,, ,om ended by St•nate File 262 of the 
69th Iowa General As::;embl}. 1981 ses­
swn Thc l:t\\ no longer requ1res the Cil­
ms of t'rOSIQ,II COntrol plans for revieW 
and appro\ .ol b} soil <·on~n·ation dis­
tnd comnussiun\,'rs. Effccti\'e Oct I , 
tilt la\1 n•qu1rcs thut, befqre land dis­
turiJi\lg udl\·ities Ot't'ur. the land distur­
lwr must; sign 11n affidavit stating that 
lw will t·ompl} with cslabhshed soil loss 
hnuts 

Lund dbturbmg .H.'tivittes are defined 
us l.md t·h;anges-t'learing grading, 

excavating-which may result 10 soil 
erosion from wmd and water. In most 
cases. single family residences or areas 
of less than 25,000 square feet are ex­
empt. Senate File 262 lists the various 
exemptiOns allowed 

Copies of the law and rules proposed 
by the soil conservation distnct com­
missioners are available for review at 
the Monroe County Soil Conservation 
Distnct Office 14· B Sec Ave. West In­
terested persons who cannot attend the 
hearing may file written comments 
with the district 

Timbe r rattlesnakes 
found near county line 

' T1mber rattlesnakes have 
been found in the western part of 
Monroe County. 

It prov1ded evidence that 
south central Iowa, which has 
been considered by most people 
to be free of poisonous reptiles, 
now harbors them, at least to 
some degree 

ThreE' rattlers were found by 
Leo Duree of Chanton while 
working on the reclamation or a 
rural abandoned mine west of 
Lovilia. One snake was 45 inches 
long, another 46 inches :..nd the 
third was 32 inches long They 
were fo•md July 14. July 24 and 
Sept 1 without any particular 
search. leading to the belief that 
there are undoubtedly others In · 
the area. 

Duree says that people had 
told him that rattlesnakes were 
at the site but confesses he doub­
ted the ston·. 

" Find1ng them made me a 
behe\'er. " he sa1d. 

The sndkes were found around 
old iouodations on the Wynn and 
Hollinrake farms where Duree 
hat- been working since June 

... 

Leo Duree holds t h e 46" long dead rattlesnake 
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Will attend 
states soils 

• pteeting. 
Mr and )irs Ray Gardner and 

family, Rt. 5; Ollie Kaldenberg, chair· 
man of the Monroe County So1l Conser 
vation District, and John Frieden, dis­
trict supet-¥11brs, will attend the annual 
soils convent(on in Des Momes Monday 
and Tuesday. 

The da~nw !amity was the winner of 
t~ <'ourity a nil the Region 9Soil Co~~er­
vltion Aw1ird The state-wanner Will be 
narnt:d at'the banquet Monday nig~l. 

The COO\(ention is the annual affair Of 
the Iowa Association of Soils Distract. 
Commissioners 

LJw.~ 3..,g- I 

Switchgrass cost­
sharing available 

Monroe County • 
In 

Monroe County farmerli will be able to get cos!-sharlng on t~e planting of 
s\\ ilchgr.ass starling m 1982. The pr?~ram stnrte~ m.seven counties 10 the 1980-
RI Y<'.Jrs and is available in II add111onill counties 10 1~82 and 1983 

Switchgrass is .t tall (3 to 5 foot) warm-season nat1vc (Jr;~u·ic grnss once 
common in tow a It can suppl)' e.~cellent forage [or c<lttlc durmg the hot sum­
mer months when cool-season grMses such as bluegrass, orchard grass nod 
fescue are dormant • 

Onn• established and properlr managed, a stand of :.wll~hgrass will last 
mdl·flniteh·. 
Advocal~s of the use of swltchgrnss point out that 1t can be extremely 

valuable to cattlemen JS warm.season livestock forage A pasture rotation 
system which incorporates both <"OOI·s.ea-sdn forage and switt~Hss is mor~ 
efficient. Cattle can be remov<'d from exhausted cool-se<lsoh I' ~~ ures m late 
.Junl', placed on swltchgrass dunng July and August. then refu1'ned to cooi­
Sl'a~on pastures in the f;1ll, thus allowing continuous gruzmg through the grow­
mg season 

Funds for the cost-sharing program come from the sale of Wildlife Habitat 
St<~mps 

lnform«tion on the progn•m can be ol,ltgiqed from the So1l Conserntt1on Ser-
VIce office ' 

~~ 7, ~ g/ 

II 

.. , 

' 
I 

Corn and soybeans y Invite comments on RCA progra1n 

under no-till plan 
get cost~sharing 

Monroe County farmers who will be using no-till planting on their 1982 corn 
and soybean crops may be eligible for cost-sharing payments. 

The Monroe County Soil Conservation District has started accepting applica­
tions and they'll be approved on a first-come. first-served basis. according to 
Ollie Kaldc.>nberg, district chairman The deatlhne for applications is March 1 

F'<~rmers who received cost-sharing lor no-till in a prior year or are ap­
prov<'d for no-till cost-sharing from the ASCS are not eligible for the program 
und~r the soil conservation district. 

Kaldenberg added that there may be exceptions under this rule and com­
missioners will make the final decisiOns. 

~·armcrs will be paid $10 per acre with the payment for a single applicant not 
to exceed pay for a 40-acre plot 

An early sign-up is urged because funds a re limited and the early sign-up 
will allow more time to de1·elop th~ no-till plans and schedule any custom 
work 

Applications may be made at the Monro~ County Soil Con:.ervallon office. 
14B Second' A\'e. West. 

Reduced agncultural productive 
capacity and increased production 
costs face the U.S unless the critical 
soil and water conser.vation pro­
blems are met John Fneden, district 
conservat10n1st, sa1d today in com­
menting on the results of the study 
made under the So1l and Water Re­
s ources Conserv at1on Act of 1977 
(RCAJ 

Fneden pointed out that the study 
shows t 'lat 
. -One-th1rd of Am(; rica s cropland 

is e•·oding faster than the soil can 
rebuild 1tself through natural pro­
cesses Unless corrective actions are 
taken, this acreage of cxcess.ively 
erodmg land will merease further 

-Floods threaten human life. 
cropland and other property. live­
stock and crops in upstream water­
sheds and this damage will be in­
creasmg. 

-De plet1on of ground water 
t hrea ten s th e c ontinuation of 

irrlg<~ted agriculture in extensl\'l' 
urcas of the west. 

-- Dctt•rioralion or y, ater qua lity 
may limit the use or water for irriga. 
lion, municipal and andustrial supph· 
fish and wtldlife hab1tat and lor oth~r 
purpo~es . 

The :;urvey is th result of a study of 
non- federal natural resources \1 1tll 
much or the data C11mmg from on-s1te 
examinations In Iowa about 4,700 
Si!mple points pro11ded informdtlon 
for the nat1onul sum mary ThP. infor 
mation gathered ancluded data on 
land uses, soils erosion, prime farm­
land, cropping sequences and crop 
re~;1duc treatment 

The report also indicated that the 
demo~nd for food and fiber produced in 
the ll S will 1nc rease while 
technological ad,an('ts in agncul­
tural production 11 11' decrease. 

Under the RCA program. the 
highest national pnoruy will be 111 
reducing soil eros1on to mamtain the 

long li•rm l'rodurt VIII of gmul· 
tur ~I land fh t·c md p 1 r1t~ 1 lhl· 
•rr 11011 ! r od •' m g .p­
s rr tm rc,1 
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A ward winner 
The farming operation of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gard­

ner (center) and Mr. and Mrs. Tim Gardner (right) of 
Albin was named the Region 9 winner in the Iowa soil 
conservation awards program Tuesday during the 35th 
annual <·onference for soil conservation commis-

siont.>rs in Des Moines. The Gardm•rs received a plaque 
from Harold Anderson. lo" a Farm Bureau director of 
envlronmC'ntal and local affairs, as the reglonal win­
ner. 

Completed county soil 
survey has many uses 

l.Jast acre plaque 
Olhr Kaldenberg and John Frieden r~cently presented a plaque to Kay 

1\Id:ce honoring her husband, the 1.\te William McGee, 'l'he * Iague 
d~·ated the last acre ceremony to 1\h·Gee, a former es·J1t'ii&ti"L4f'lh'e 
\ ouroP County, Ssil Sese. s1 " '! it e. The last acre ceremony marked 
the t'ompiNion of a three and one-half year !>Oil survey of all of the types of 
smlm 2i8,400 neres of Monroe County. 1 he completed survey shows 40 soil 
srrit s idrntified in the county with 95 '>Oil mapping series found. 

The completed sotl sury~y of :\lonroe 
County has the potentwl fur a large 
number of agricultural and non 
agricultural uses . ..1ecording to Gerald 
1\liller extension agronomist, Iowa 
St.1te L'niverstty 

The completed soil survey J>is a com­
prchenstve inventory of all of the soil 
n •sourc·cs of the county. The soil survey 
ts based on the characteristics of the 
sotls as they occur on the land Since 
caqh soil type is defined according to 11~ 
characteristics, interpretation can be 
made as to how soil!> \\ill react to dif 
fcrcnt typl.'s and IE!veb or m..1nagement 
Tlwrefore. the soli survey 1s not only an 
im entoq of sot I resources but a I so in­
cludes ratings, limitations, and poten­
tials for man)· uses [or each soil type in 
the inventor} 

The [,trmer can usc the soil survey to 
obtain specific mformation for planning 
crop production systems For example, 
the soil survey report is useful for plan 
ning herbicide application rates. trriga 
tton rates tillage system:.. and soil 
testing programs. For each soil type in 
th l• soil inventory informatiOn ts 

prt.>scnted for the range of organic mat­
ter, range of soil pH, the presence or ab­
sence of hme, the amount of sand, silt, 
and clay. and the available water 
holding capacity The availability of 
pho!iphorus and potassium is also given. 
Also. farmers can usc the soil survey to 
plan and develop a sotl and water con­
servation plan 

Engi1 eers. land developers. realtors, 
and home builders can find answers to 
the limttat10ns and potentials or the soil. 
The soil survey report rates each soil 
type for road fill and highway location, 
for foundallon suitability, for sources of 
topsoil sand. and gravel. for septic tank 
disposal fields, and for sewage lagoons. 
Other mformation prese;nted in the soil 
surve:,; whtcto ts important for non­
agncultural uses includes depth to 
water table, natural intemal drainage 
or the soil. and potential of the soil to be­
ing Clooded 

Other groups which use the soil sur­
vey report. mclude land appraisers 
banks and land credit agencies, oil and 
g<~s companies, pubhc oHicials. and 
plannmg groups 
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Conservation 
tillage day 
set Feb. 11 

A conservation tillage day for far­
mers in Monroe and Lucas counties will 
be held at the Amencan Legron Hall in 
Albia. 

Sponsored by the Soil Conservation 
Distriets in the two counties. the day's 
events will focus on conserving soil to 
day and preserving productivity for 
tomorrow 

The ~\vent is 'Scheduled to begin at 9 30 
a m with a free lunch served at 11 45 
'l.m 

At I p m., Dan Stadtmueller, a farmer 
from Monticello. will spe~k on' Erosion 
Control' Good Yields! i-to-fall• 

Other topics d~al with herbacides, 
spraying and hybrids and varieties 

A panel of farmers will discuss the 
pros and cons of no-till and there will be 
a question and answer session 

1-s:r~ 

Cost-sharing 
applications 
are accepted 

.......... 
Farmers who wish to make appli­

cations for state soil conservation cost­
sharmg funds can do so starting Thurs­
day at the Monroe County Soil Conser­
vation Distract office. 148 Second Ave 
...... 

Ollie Kaldenberg, di!.trict t·haarman, 
encouraged landowners who arc plan 
nign 1982 work to sign up before Feb.21. 
This will msure that applicallons are 
considered at the first review meeting 
&n Fl•bl3. 

A supplemental allocation will be re­
ceaved b} the district for work com­
pleted by May 31 and applications for 
work to be completed befpTe this date 
will receive priority approval 

Also being given praonty•pproval are 
appli<:alions for summt•r consCruction to 
be completed before Sept. lS.IIlough the 
summer work l'an not be started until 
thl' regular 1982 allocation i~ received 
July I. 

Priority practices include terraces, 
no-t 111 and erosion cor;trol structures 
No till applicataon~ mu!-1 be received b:, 
March I. 

'\dminist<•ring th<· cost-share pro 
gram arc the district commassioners 
Ollie Kaldtmh<•rg. William G McGrath, 
Bob McGinnis. Albert I::tcher and Ray­
mond \ance 
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Don Teno named 
soil conservation 

• regional w1nner 
llon Tcno ol Houle 3 has been n.tllll'd 

rcg10nul 11 1nnc·1 m tlw lo11 ,, S01l C'onscl­
lo.lliOn a11.t1Cb progrum lit• 11as the 
O\\ncr opc1..11or 111nne1 111 Ht•gwn 9 
11 hit It mdudt·s 13 c·ount 1cs 

Tt•no forms 31111 .ttn•s northe,Jst of 
J\lb1 1 111 Plc<Jsanl Township Cmlst•n a­
lton pr.tcltc·cs ,JCcomphsiH'd b1 Teno m­
e hule contour mg 11 atcrw .tys t cr r<Jt' 
tng fo~rm ponds, paslUil' renovatiOn 
p.tstun• pl<~nltng <1nd lilt• drams 

In m.1kmg the• sl'lt·dion, the judging 
llllllllllllc•c ga1·c· consnll'ratinu to 
gt•nt•r;ll I<JIIll appc<lr<tnc·c•, WC'C'd con 
trul ll'lll'l's rffnrts to C"nntrnl solid 
1\.tslc~ .wd Wildlife areu!> 

Tt•no •~ .111 .tClll'l' membel' of St 
'\I If~ ~ C.•tlwlll' ChuH·h lit• belongs to 
lht Kntghts of Columbus, and has ser 
It'd ,,~ ftnanct.ll set'll't,ll'l He IS no11 
s rvmg on the• FilA bn.trd, :\lonrnc 
C'ount\ E:>.tt·nsullt c·ounc·ll .111d 11 til bt• on 
till' f' olll llOolrd for t!Jl'Cl' ) Coli'S 

He has partnershtp m :\10-C0-10 hog 
opcr<ltton He h<Js entered the 'laster 
Corn Growers Contest and plated hnt 
m 1978 and second m 1979 

His wife Janice, has served on Sl 
1\lary's Altar and Rosan Soc1et) ao~ 
belongs to the Albia Booster ('lub Sbt 
hel1>s with the farm operation 

The Tenus have three children. Da11~ 
Paul is a 1977 graduate of Albta Com 
mumty High School and will be a sem111 
••I Iowa Stale University •n Ames whert 
he is maJOring in agronomy 

Teresu Anne is u 1979 graduate o' 
ACIIS where she was active in sporlsJD 
duding basketball She will be a sopllo 
mort• al the University or !OW<l in lo~. 
City nHIJOring in liberal arts 

Chns l\1 <•ric is u 1980 graduute d 
ACHS where she was uctl\c m soho• 
.1ncl basketb<ill She \\til be allcnd,ol 
Ktrkwood Community College. Ced r 
R .1p1ds m<>JOrmg 111 horse husb.lOdr) 



I .? " ') .... "'(o -
reno winner 
::>f regional 
soils award 

Don Teno of Albia was one of the nine 
·egional award winners honored this 
1oon bv the lo\\ a Farm Bureau as win-
1ers Cor thefr excellence in adequately 
reating farmland against Prosion. 

Teno·liTs a varied program for 
protecting tt\c soil on its 380-acre farm 
northeast of Albia lle has renovated 243 
acres of pasture, built four farm ponds 
and two gully erosion eontrol struc­
tures He has also established five acres 
of grass waterways. contour plants 120 
acres and has 76 acres protected by 
terraces. His vields rate well in master 
corn growt>rs 'contests Teno is also ac­
ti\•e in many community affairs. 

Teno Ollie Kaldenberg, chairman of 
the county commissioners. and John 
Frieden SCS planner. attended the 
luncheon Harold Anderson. director of 
environment.•l and local affairs, Iowa 
Farm Bureau, presented the awards 
durmg the 34th annual conference for 
s o1l con!>l'r\'<ltion district com ­
missiOners m Cedar Rapids . 

The regiOnal winners are Region I , 
Roland Jen~l·n of Ida Grove ; Region 2, 
Wilham Salton ol Ayrshire : Region 3, 
Jerry Qu,erson of Fertile : Region 4, 
Robert ShaflN of Rowley ; Region 5, 
Alban and Occlan Gros~ of Earling; 
Region 6, Andrew F .nms of Jefferson. 
James 0 and James H Andrew. 
Reg1on i Ross ond Steve Mintle of 
Grinnell , Region 8, Don Williams of 
Villisca ;md RegJOn 9. Don Teno of 
Albia 

Don W1ll1am!. of Villisca was also 
named the out.standing so1l conserva­
tion cooperator for 1980 He received an 
award from the Des Moines Register 
and TnbunP 

The ~late and n•gional winners were 
named after being selected by their in­
didduc! soil eonserv ati on districts to 
rompete in thr regional competition . 
The award!> program is jointly conduc­
ted b' the luwa Association of Soil Con­
servation IJisl ricts and the Iowa 
OepartmLnt of Soil Conservation 
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Severe damage to 24% 
of cpunt y Crop acres 

Slightly more t6an 24 percent or the 
total crop acreage In Monroe County 
was severely damaged in the heavy 
rainfalls earlier this week rainfalls 
which were measured at an official 
seven inches 10 Albia but which totaled 
10 to 12 inches 10 some parts of the 
county 

This assessment of the damage in the 
county was made Wednusday by John 
Frieden. district conservationist: John 
Botts, soil conscn·ation technician and 
Ron Parker, manager or the Agri­
cultural Stabilization and Soil Conser­
vatioo office In Albia 

The sun·cy teom estimated that 33,-
000 acres or the 136,000 cropland acres in 
Monroe County was severely damaged 
or in other words, suffered a loss of over 
15 tons per acre Another 74,000 acres 
surrered moderate damage or <' Joss of 
up to 15 tons per acre or 3/15 inches of -

-, ( IJ.,.J- I(; I (~!")-' 

Soil Conservation 
District banquet 
Monday, Mar. Zi )'t 

Monroe County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict b.10quet w1ll be held Monday 
~1arch 29, a t 6:30 p m at the Trinit)· Un­
ited Methodist Church fellowship hall 

Awards wlll be given for art posters 
and conser vution farmer!> in Monroe 
County Squa re dancing by the Wildrose 
Cloggrrs and a fil m will be provided Cor 
the evening's entertainment. 

Tickets a t $3 40 each may be pur­
chased Jt the District OCfice 14B Sec­
ond Ave W. or from the following 
distnct commissioners. Ollie Kalden­
berg, Raymond Vance. Albert Etcher, 
Bob ~1c<imnis and Bill ~1cGrath and 
assis tnnt commissioners, ~l ardvll 
Albertson. Steve Crall, Lloyd Clark, 
Orlo DeBruin, Bob Putnam , Ed 
Mahoney and DeWayne Johnson 

Rathbun crest 
He a\ l rains In the Rathbun Lake area 

and upstream from the lake have 
caused the lake to rise to 910.25 feet 
above , .. a lne1 according to fieu res 
from the Corps or Engineers this morn­
ing. 

The Kansas City 01SLrlet of the Corps 
or Engineers hae predictl'd tha t thl' lake 
will crest at 910.95 feet abo\·e sea level. 
This Is a lmost .!even feet above the nor-
mal pool elevation of 904 teet . ~ 

The Rathbun Lake area bad little 
damage outside of a rew trees blown 
down, corps pf'rsonnel said. · 

topsoil The balance of 29,000 acres was 
slightly damaged or sufC ·red a loss of 
up to 5 tons per acre and up to 1 I6 in­
ches of topsoil 

Frieden said that most of the cropland 
m Monroe Cdunty has six to e1ght inches 
of top:;oil remaining. He pointed out that 
in making the assessment the conserva­
tion team took into consideration the 
percentage of land which had conserva-
ion treatment and also surveyed the 
lumugo in relation to the lioil conserva-
1011 distric-t resource survey 

Frieden pointed out that there was a 
t•onsidl·rable amount of sheet and rtll 

erosion and m some fields there were 
ditches a foot to a foot and a half deep 
This rain really showed the v.1lue of 
conservation tillage There was little 
damage 111 fields which had the 
mm1mum or 55 percent of cover by 
residue left in the field " 

Frieden also reported that the three 
dams under construction above :'1-Iiamt 
Lake suffered damuges m the heavy 
rain and he said the project will 
probably have a week's delay Some 
ptpe which was already installed was 
washed out and some water v. as im 
pounded and the structure will have to 
be drained before work can resume 

There was some damage to terraces 
and Qther conservation procedures on 
some of the farms. basically to conser 
Vctllon practices which had been com 
pletcd during the past year Frieden 
said the group estimated about $200 
average damage to each of 200 farms 
involved and said that application is be 
ing made for a $40.000 emergency 
repair fund to care for these damages . J 

, -I -~d--
...... ~.-................. . . .... ,.. ~ ............... . 
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Service award 

o _. .. , o o o I I .. 

J ohn F r irden, Soli Conserva tion Service district eonsena tionist, con­
gratulates John Bous, soil eonsen ation technician . Botts wns honor ed for 
outsta ndi_,g sen·ice. 

--
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Cost-share 
for no-till 
available 

The commissioners for the :1-1 on roe 
County Soli Conserv <IliOn District re­
port that cost-share funds are still 
available for no-t1ll farmmg 

Applications for the practice can be 
made at the District Office m .'\lbia until 
~arch 26 Rules govcrntng the program 
"•II be discussed at the time of appltca­
ttOn .. hO\\CVer the commissioners are 
1?okmg for first t1mc users of the pr·tc-
tlce ' 

The cost ·Share program prondes a 
$10 per acre mcent1ve payment up to a 
40 acre m.tx1mum approved 

The State Cost-share program IS the 
respon~lbtltty of thl' following elcl·tcd 
commlsstoners Ollie Kaldcnbcrg 
Albert Etcher, Wilham F \-tcGrath 
Ray \ ant'C and Bob .\I cG innis · 

Arbor Day 
Eddyvillt-, Lovilia and Melrose. The third graders at 
Grant Elt-mentary planted a tree on the schoo l 
grounds. Watching the tree planting was Carol 
Presley, dis trict clerk of the Soil Conservation Service. 

The Monroe Count} Soil Consenation District con ­
tinued it!! tradition of giving trees to area third graders 
tn observance of Arbor Day. Trees were handed out to 
third g r ade s tudents in Albia, Blakesburg, Moravia, 

Commissioner 
Albert Etcher was presented with h . 

Etcher ha s served as a commissioner~ ~ outst a ndmg com missiont-r award. 
90 percent of the month!'-• meet' do _over 13 years and has attended over 

" m gs unng th a t tim e. 

~ -- '). 'S '{Y 

Soil Conservation 
District banquet 
Monday, Mar. 29 

Monroe County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict banquet will be held Mondav 
March :.!9. at 6 30 p m at the Trinitv L'n­
lted Methodist Church fellowship ·hall 
A\\ard~ will be given for art po~:>ters 

and conservation farmers in Monroe 
County Squure d;,tncing by the Wildrose 
Cloggers a nd a film will be provtded for 
the evening's entertainment 

Tkkt•ts ,1t $3 40 each may be pur­
chased at the Distnct OHice l-IB Sec­
ond J\ vc W or I rom the followin g 
d1stnet commissioners Ollie Kalden­
berg, Raymond \'a nee. Albert Etcher 
Bob \leG innis and B1ll ~lcGrath. and 
assistant eomm1ss10ners. \lard,·ll 
Albertson . Steve Crall. Lloyd Cla~k. 
Orlo DeBruin Bob Putnam, Ed 
:\Ia honey and DeW •• yne Johnson 

\111 .... 11 It"~ . 1 ne OOJe"'rs-ortnC ASSOClat ~-
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Surprise party 
tht• ( h,trllnll \'.tlh'l a-. tlw honw ol Bill \ll•(;l',tlh. 
\J('(:rnth 11 '" hunnrt>d at n <ourpri'it' pa r t 1 '1 hur~cl<n at 

tht• \IIIIa ('uuntr) C'luh. 

.John Rrunow. \ppanoosr Count.\ auditor. pn·-.t•ntt>rl 
Y.Jlliam F. 1\lt·Grath with a cakt•. 'I ht•t•;~J..t> n "' cft>,,£ncrl 
to f<'Jll't'"C'nt tht' four countit's o. tht• ( 'hantnn \'all<'\ 
RC&J> 11ith Huthbun Lak<' Ill tht' (' t'lltl'l'. It JllnC'Iu imt'd 

McGrath 
honored 
Thursday 

Wtlliam F. :\-lcGrath of ~!elrose wa~ 
hono~ed at a ~urprise part) 'fhursda) 
cvemng at the Albiu CountrY Club 

McGrath re!>1gned -.s cha1rman of ~he 
Chariton Valley Rdource conservauon 
and Developmt•nt executile board after 
serving 10 yc<.~rs 

Olhe Kaldenberg RC&D executive 
board member <.~nd Region9 director of 
Iowa Association of Soil conservatton 
District commissioner~ served as 
m<.~ster of t·t•n•momes 

Others attl'nding to i>ll' tribute to 
:\IC'Grath '' cn• William .r erune. SOil 
Con:.ernttion Scr\'lcc 61ate conser­
\'allonl)<l John HumptJe~. distnct 
dtrcctor for F.trmers Hrjlle .o\dmtms­
tr~tum, Dcnms Reger andlohnfneden, 
Sot! Conscrv.ttion Sen ,cl: dJstnct c~n­
servationists, J at•k Corle)'. \\ tldhfe 
biologist with the Iowa, conservation 
Commission H<.~lph Gooq1.chcHrman of 
the Rathbun Rt•gtonal \\Jter Associa­
tion Gordon Cooper, p•!idcnt of the 
Rathbun Lakt· As!>ociH•on . Chuck 
:\lcCarty, Chanton \'alllf RC&D coor­
dmalor ond .~ numbl' of rdat11·es , 
rril•nds and nc1ghhor~ 
~leG rath 11.1s st·rvcd the Monroe 

Count) Board ol Supcn ~ rs the lo\\ a 
Ocp<lrtmt•nt or Transp* uon and IS 

current I> ch.urm.m of 1 :fJ Rml\\d}' 
Rmance Commt!>Sion H~tas also been 
at'li vc on ll numbcr of otht area boards 

RC& D 1s a four l'ount~ organizauon 
~ervmg Monrot•, Luca 1\'a)ne and 
AppanooM' countu·s 

_. 

I hud; ~II· ( ,
1
rt\ 1. 0~d~rvice award 

I ' \I ( ' lll.ttor fen th • H( •· • c· •l:tthlurhi-.JO\c>ar f 1 .xO, prcsrntedaplaqut•to \\tlliam 
H< li. J) C''\C'C'IItl\ t' hoard .. 0 

'-f'f\ I('(' ..... t'haJrman or the Chanton \allry 
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District awards 
Receiving Soil ConsN vation Dis trict awards we r e op,•rator ; a nd John Sla g te r and Ste H S trasko, la ndlord-

.John La w les'>, ne w coopera tor; Rona ld Goode, O\~ ne r - te na n l. 

Narne poster winners-

Soil Conservation 
~wards presented 

The Monroe Count} Soil Conservation 
Dlstnct awards banquet'' as held \1on­
duy night at Trinity Umted Methodist 
Church with 143 persons in attendance 

Awards ''ere presented by the Soil 
Consen·atiOn District to Ronald Goode, 
0\1 ncr-operator; John Slagter and Steve 
Strasko, landlord-tenant. John Law­
lt•ss, new cooperator. the Monroe County 
Board of Supervisors sweepstakes 
feY. ard and \I bert Etcher 1981 out­
st,mdeng commissioner. 

l\fardyll Albl;'rt· 1n announced the 
results .of lht .1rt poster contest and 
presentl·d checks to the wmners. 

The Albia Rotary Club presented 
awards to George Teno Sr and H \\ 
"Bill" Henderson 

Entertainment for the evening was 
provided by the Wildrose Cloggers of 
Knoxvillt• 

0\\ ner- oper ator 
Ron.eld Goode was the recipient of the 

owner-operator award He farms 440 
,teres 111 Urbana Township His diver­
Sified farming operation Includes con 
t1nuous row cropping. rotatiOn cropping 
pasture and hayland production 

Goodl' also has a hog farrowing opera 
twn and mamtains a cow, calf herd 

He 1s completing his conservatiOn plan 
'' hich includes the mstallation of tile 
outlet-terraces contour farming and 
conserv<.~tion Ullage 

Goode recently revised his conserva­
tiOn plan to include the conservation 
practice necessary for soil erosion con­
trol 

Landlord-tena nt 
Wmmng the landlord-tenant awards 

''ere .John Slagter and Steve Strasko 
Slagter has 252 acres under cons,•rva­

t ion agreement. A conservation plan was 
t·ompll'ted in 1968 and Slagter 1s carry 
ing it out w1th the assistance of tenant 
Ste\'e Strasko 

Consl'rvatlon pract1ces completed in­
clude : tile-outlet-terraces. contour far 
ming and an erosion control structure 

New cooperator 
John Lawless was the wmner of the 

new cooperator award . 
Lawless farms 240 acres m .Jackson 

Township He recently completed his 
conscrv ation plan \\ hich mcludes the m 
stallat10n of tile-out let-terraces and ero 
sion control structures He practices no­
till <.~nd appe ~rs to be domg it ven sue 
cessfully. 

Law less also manages a cow /calf herd 
and practices good pasture manage­
ment. 

S\\ eepstakes a\\ a rd 
The sweepstakes award was present 

ed to the Monroe County Board of Super­
\'lsor..; Over the pa~t LO years. the board 
has supported the following projects 

-The Monroe County roads1de 
stablltLation proJeCt of 25 miles of 
critiCal area seedmg. 

-The Lake Miami cnucal area treat­
ment project of three sed1ment and 
ciebns basms 
~The l\1onroe County road structure 

proJeCt 
_ The board has prov1ded C('st-share 

monev fer tile-outlet-terraces aboYe 
ro<.~ds. which haYc a sed1ment dean-out 
problem 

- f'unds have <.~lso been provided for a 
part time consen alion a1d 

Oul'>tanding co mmissioner 

head dair:v herd anci feed 60 head of cat­
tle Farm-headquarters are located west 
of Lovilia in Union TownshiJ>. 

Conservation practices include 
terraces diverswn tile drains, erosion 
structure~ and ponds. The Etchers do 
contouring and ha\e adequate!} protec­
ted approximately 900 acres 

Etcher has been very active as a com­
missioner and has attended over 90 per­
cent of the monthly meetmgs He has 
helped administer over $300,000 in state 
cost share funds 

Rota r y award '! 
George Teno Sr <.~nd H \\ B11l" Hen­

derson ''ere the 1 ecip1ents of awards 
presented by the Albia Rotary Club 

Teno firms 206 acres m Bluff Creek 
Township "1th 114 acres m crous and 81 
acres m pasture. He and his wife, Helen, 
bought the farm in 1965 

The farm had been rented fo•· a num­
ber of years nnd was in need of 
rehabilitation . Teno started his conscr­
,·atiOn work in 1967 with the construction 
of a farm pond, pasture 1mprovement 
terrat·es and gra:;sed "aterways He has 
continued Improvements through the 
years and now has 6,000 feet of terraces 
Teno has manged to establish and mum­
tam good grassed waterY. ays 

His livestock operation consists of 
fintshing 400 head of hog~ per year and 50 
beef cows 

Henderson and his son Rick. farm 903 
acres in \1antua TownshiP 

They huilt thetr first tile-outlet­
terrace 111 1977 Since that time, they 
have constructed 11 700 feet of terraces 
and contoured 2;13 acres 

Thev have 500 acres of 1mproved 
seeduig on pastures All pastures are 
clipped ~early to control weeds There 
arc 12 farm ponds to furnish water fort he 
220 head cow herd 

Albert f:tcher a Soil Consen·atlon 
D1stnct commissioner for 13 years was 
presented the outstanding com­
missioner •• ward 

The cal\ es are fed to finished grade in 
their own feedlot utillllng corn and hay 
s1lage. 

Po!iter rontest 
Winners of the art poster contest 

U\\ ards were announced and presented 
wtth checks 

The overall winners were Scott Tib­
bals son of Mr and :\Irs . Don Tibbals of 
Route 2. \I oil~ \1cGee. daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs Walter McGee of Melrose 
Route I and Terry Braun. son of :\Ir. and 
Mrs . ~ortnan Braun of 304 N lOth St. 

Winners of the awards by grades were: 
Kendergar tt'n ~ Lupe Cor on Jdo son of 

Mr and Mrs Lupe Coronado 
F irs t gr a de: Jeannine Ham11ton. 

daughter of :\tr and Mrs Allen Ham11ton 
of Route 5 

Second grade: John Baon. son of Mr. 
and \lrs. John Bain of Ro"'"' s 

1 hlrd scr au~r: . .. I··~~ ••r.LJUh o ....... "''I. 
and Mrs Norman Braun of 304 N lOth St. 

Four th gra de: Joe Ceglar son of Mr 
and Mrs John Ceglar of Route 5 

Fifth gr ade: Kerry Bettis. son of Mr. 
and Mrs Leland Bett1s of Route 5 

Sixth grade~ Kerry Stewart son of \tr. 
and Mrs Ray Stewart of Route 5. 

Seventh grade: Tony Sinclair, son of 
M r and Mrs Dave Sinclair of ;\lei rose 
Route I 

Eighth grad<>~ Marla !.\tmn. daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Billy L i\latn of Route 2 

E MD winner: Terry Abbas, sonofMr 
and \1rs Don Abbas of Melrose RoutL 1 

E \10 \Hnner; Aaron Quinn . son of 
Graham Quinn of 316 A Ave W 

Wildhft• winner: Julie Smnott. daugh­
ter of Mr and :\Irs Pat Sinnott of 
Melrose Route 2 

Spec tal soil t•onsen a t ion winner: Hea­
ther .Murphy daughter of Mr and i\lrs 
Jack Elkm of Melrose 

-

Ucher f<•rms 9ti2 acres \\lth 345 acres 
of corn and 617 Jeres in hay and pasture. 

He and h1s son Don maintain a 120-

Rotary a\va r(ls 
Thl' Albi a Rota r y Club prest> nte d soil co nsen atio n dis t l'i<.'t awards to 

Geor g(• Te-no Sr. a nd H. W. " Bill " He nderson . 
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Grade winners 
Top winners for grades kindergarten through eighth 

wE're, from left to right: (fron t row) Lupe Coronado, 
kindergarten; Jeannine Hamilton, first grade; John 
Ba in , second grade; Tracy Braun, third grade; (back 

ro11) .Joe Ceglar, fourth grade; Kerry Bettis, fiftl 
grn<h•; Kt>rry Stewart, sixth grade; Tony Sinclair 
st'\ c>nth grade; and Marla Main, etghth grade. Eac 
rec<'iH'd a check for $6. 

Special a\vard~ 
Spt•<•ial a wartl 11 inn er<; in the art poster <.·ontt•st wt>re pre-.t•nt t> d dtN·k-. at 

tht• annual a11ardo; banquN :\tonda, night. Tht>} 11en• Terr~ \bbao;, Grant 
EM I>: Juhe Smnott. 11 ildlifc 11inner a nd Heather '\lurph,, o;pE'ctal o;otl con­
.,,.n ation award. 1\iot pi<'lured is Adron Quinn , Lincoln I' '\lD 11inn<>r. 

Overall winners 
(h t•rall 11 inner-; in the s oil consE'rvation nrt pos tl.'r t·onh'1->t 11 t' l'l' St·ou Tib­

ba l-., Moll\ l\ldic<' and Terry Braun. The\ eadt rt'l'l'h ed a $ 12 ehN·k. 

SLtt<l<led tires 
no'v illegal 

loll ans must n•mon• :-<luddcd ~now 
tires I rom <ill 1 ehtdl'S tr<~l'cllng on 
ltm as pubhl' streets and tugh\1'''~ s by 
Aprtl I. at·t·ording to ttw lo11 a lkpart­
menl of Tr.lllsport.tlton 

Stu hied snow ltrt•s an· ll·g'tl 111 lo11 a 
frow '\ov I to Apnl I 

,\ftl·r nudtught :\I'' rch :11, 1.111 enf or­
ceml nt officl•rs hl'J:•lll tssu:ng 1 ra fltc 
l'tl<ttions to motonsts OJll'ntllllg n•htdes 
1dth ~tuclcll'd ltrl's Tht• m,t1\tmum 
Jll'n.tlt\'lnr 1 wl.tttng tht~ 1,1\1 t!dOd.t\ sin 
jatl or a SIOO ltnl•. · 

l(rabers attend 
IAEI meeting 
in Iowa Cit} 

Mr and :\lrs Don KraberJr. of Krab• 
Electric Company, Albia, attended tl 
Hth annual meeting for the Iowa Cha 
ter of the International ,\ssociattOn 
Electrical Inspectors (lAEI) for 19 
held :\larch 3--1-5 at the Ironmen Inn 
Iowa City. 

A panel of national expert~ conststu 
of representatives from the ~alton 
Electrical \lanufacturers A~sociatt 
(;-.;E:'I1A). Underwriters Laboratort 
<UL>, National Fire Protection Assoct 
lion (NFPA>. and Electncal Teslt 
Laboratories (ETL), were in attendar 
to answer questions from the mspecto 
maintenance and installation person 
Continuing Education Units, whtch < 
nationally recognized units of mcasun 
and rewarding educatton and lraini 
were earned for C'omplt>tion of I 
seminar 

The Iowa Chapter of the IAEI now l 
als 236 members representing var 
branches of the electrical and allied 
dust ries The objects of the Asso<·tat 
arc to cooperate in the formulatiot 
standards for the safe tnstallatton . 
usc of electrical materials, to secure: 
promote untform administrntn·e 
dtnances and inspection methods an~ 
promote closer cooperation between 
spectors, the electrical tndustrv, .1nd 
public. · 

PEPHSI \Vorkshor. 
set in 4 locations 

A workshop to discuss the phys 
education an d movement needs 
"special'' elementarr a nd seC'ond 
age students will be held on AprilS ar 
m four locations m Area XV 

The workshop is entitled PEI'l 
Phystcal Education Program!; for H 
dicapped Students in Iowa and is an< 
growth of a three year study by the It 
Department of Public Instrucll 
Drake University and Iowa St 
University 

Speakers for the inservtce are Bev~ 
Kukowski, P E PHSJ project coordin; 
and physteal education faculty men· 
of Drake University. Deborah Dean 
an Jltnerant adapted physical educa 
instructor for the Des Momes Pu 
Schools. and Ang1e Ander!;or 
recreational therapist at Iowa J\lelh< 
Hospital. Des :\toines 

Their topics will include phy~ 
education evaluation of children 
special needs_ modtfication of cq 
ment . sports skills for the handtcap 
use of music and rhythmtc mover 
and practical solutions for appltcntt~ 
the classroom setting 

The workshop w til be held tn four I 
tions in Area XV so that as many phy~ 
educators. acttvtty center perso1 
music instructors, special cduc, 
teachers, thernpisls, school nurses 
school administrators as possible 
attend Locations are Apnl 5 8 to t 
a m at Sigourney South Elcmcn 
School. Sigourney; Apt·tl 5, 4 to 8 30 
at Fatrlield Junior High School, I 
field. April 6, 8 to 11 30 a m at J<'ra , 
Gym, Ottumwa. and.\prtl6 .Jto8 :l! 
at Central Elementar~ School Ce 
ville 

\\-liE HE 'S IT LOC \TED ? 
Tht• loc<~tion of beef musdes nt 

careass ts a clue to tenderness, C\P 

the :\ation.tl Li1e Stotk ancl 
Boilrcl In general the more It 
musdes arc suspenston muscles 
.tre not used in mol'ement and h<P 
t ll• tonnccltl'e tissue Tht·~e in 
mu~cles from the rtb. short 1om ,II' 
lo111 sccltons Less tender musdt 
ust•d in locomotion and ha l'l' mon 
tH'clt H' !Issue. Thl'Sl' m usl'll'S .tn• 
111 the chuck brbkct, [orcs han 
round seC'lions 
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I Hog farmers 
fined $3,113 
for polluting 
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By DAVE BROWN --ltotlbtW ,_. w..-
An Albia bog confinement 

operation was assessed fines and 
penalties of $3,713.60 Friday after 
one of Its owners entered guilty pleas 
for the finn to 200 pollution charges 
filed last month 

Monroe County District Associate 
Judge Antonio Capaldo said he fined 
Deer Run Farms Jnc the maximum 
of $100 on each of the first five 
charges and $10 each for the other 
195 counts 

In addition, the company was 
ordered to pay $1,000 In llqulda~ 
damages for 200 killed fish and 
$2&3 so in other court costs, be said 

The charges were flied by Conser· 
vatton Officer Mike Runyan, who 
esUmated that as many as 4,000 fish 
- mostly bullheads and sunfish -
were killed when waste from the 
farm polluted Middle Avery Creek, a 
small stream just southeast of Albia. 
"Worst Mess" 

Runyan, who called It "probably 
the worst mess I've had on a stream." 
satd the bog waste was being Illegally 
pumped from a boldtng ptt on the 
farm through a We toto a fie!d, from 
wblch It flowed into the strum. 

The tnctdent is also being tnvesU· 
gated by the Iowa Department of En­
vironmental Quality Mike Murphy, a 
DEQ lawyer, said the results of the 
Investigation will be referred to the 
attorney general 's offtce for possible 
prosecuuon. tf the DEQ Commwlon 
agrees. 

Capaldo satd the fines levted 
Friday were the result of a plea bar­
gair •• ng agreement between the 
farm 's owners and the county 
attorney's office 

He said be approved the agreement 
because he was told the farm bad 
begun efforts to ensure that the 
pollution would not occur again. To 
ftne the company the muimum on an 
200 charges, he said, "would have 
been exorbitant." 
Albia Owners 

State corporation records Jut the 
officers of Deer Run farms as Ralph 
Goode, Harold Nick and Loren 
Hardtnger. all Albia businessmen. 
Capaldo satd Mlck appeared in court 
Friday to enter the cuilty pleas. 

Hardinger is the Republican 
candidate for the Iowa Legislature in 
House District 67. 
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Cost-share program. 
to start switchgrass 
The Iowa Conservation Commission 

ICC) is offenng a switchgrass cost­
haring program in selected counties 
•ver the next five years as a demonstra­
ton of alternative grazing. To par­
icipate, Jarmers must sign a five-year 
1gre~ment specifying management of 
he switchgrass stand, says JeH Joens, 
A'ildlife management assistant for the 
ICC 

In the first year participants can 
•ece1ve 50 percent of establishment 
~ost; muximum reimbursement for es­
t ablishment cost if $60 per acre The 
second year 50 percent of mamtenance 
costs will be reimbursed, maximum 
rc·imbursemcnt for maintenance is $15 
per acre. The ICC will be spending 
$100,000 in 1!183 on the program with 
funds coming from the sale of wildlife 
habitat stamps purchased by all resi­
dent and non-resident hunters and trap­
pers. 

"We .ue excited about the program 
becausl' 1t provides us the opportunity 
to work with mdividual Iowa landow­
ners in cstabhshmg a wildlife habitat 
that economically benefits tlieir farm-

q, ~ .X.'"Y 

~ o- t i 1l progress 
~h(n\· is Sept. 15 

ing operations," Joens says. 
Switchgrass is a warm season forage 

that grows best during hot periods in 
July and August when many cool­
seaso n grasses are dormant . 
Switchgrass provides a forage com­
parable to the cool-season bromegrass. 
l''armers can graze all summer in com­
plementmg their cool-season pasture 
with a few acres of switchgrass. In ad­
dition to being a good cattle forage, 
.swltchgrass provides excellent wildlife 
habitat and helps reduce soil erosion. 

Counties eligible for cost-sharing in 
1983 are. Appanoose, Audubon, 
Buchanan, Carroll, Clinton, Crawford, 
Dallas, Davis Fremeont, Greene, 
Guthne, Harrison, Hen ry . Iowa, 
J asper, Lee, Lyon, Mahaska, Mills, 
Monroe, Montgomery Page, Plymouth, 
Potk, Poweshiek Scott. Shelby, Sioux 
And Wapello 

Farmers can apply until April 1. 1983, 
for plunfing in spring 1983. Interested 
persons should contact the area wildlife 
management biologist or the local 
USDA Soil Conservation Service 
representative 

A no tlll progn·s~ show 11 1ll be held 
Wednesd.l) St•pt 15 I rom 1 30 p m un-
1115 p m three .111d il hulf mtlcs norlh of 
1\lillt.: rtuu Corm• r on the W ,1yne-Lucas 
count} IJne on the Y. est ~ide of Iowa 14 
Sign~ 11 til chrcct mterc:sted persons to 
thl' !;hO\\ 

D1f£erent equipment 11 til be dcmon­
str,ttNI It \\til mdu<.ll' no-t1ll planters. 
cultl\ ;1tor no 1111 dnlls ana sprayers. 

No 1111 11lanters \O be demonstrated 
w1ll indudr the lollowmg models John 
Deere 7,1100 Alii!< Ch..1lmcr~: Kinze , 
H1n1ker . Intt'rnat1onal Harvester 
' Earl\• n1 er" :tnd Wh1te 
B,tbh<~lo. Dakon and Hiniker brand 

culttvaton; will be demonstated at the 
ShOll 

llnylmster. ::\loore \larlis and Dakon 
uo-ttll drills will be demonstrated 

Two t vpcs or spr .1yers the home­
madl• (ptlll typl'l and the ground plane 
b i.IIOncr:-. w1ll be demonstrated 

1'\1rm O\\ ncr!> and industry repre 
sentativcs will be on hand to answer 
question~ The ho\1 is bemg $ponsored 
b\ the Lucas. Decatur, Clarke. Monroe, 
AppanOO!iC and Wayne Soil Cor1ser­
l':lllon Districts 

In case of rain the show will be held 

Lawless wins 
essay contest 

Julie Lawless of Albia was first place 
winner in the Region 9 1982 Soil Conser­
vation Contest sponsored by the Ladies 
Auxihar)I-Of the Iowa Association of Soil 
Conservation District Commissioners 
and Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Com­
pany 

Julie received a $40 cash award for 
the first place entry in the junior divi­
sion. 

Topic of the essay contest was "How 
So1l and Water Conservation Affects 
Our Future." The contest is open to all 
students in grades six, seven and e1ght 
(junior division) and nine. 10, 11 , 12 
(senior division) 

Essays are judged on originality, 
aptness of thought and accuracy of in­
formation. Regional contest winners 
were entered in a state contest from 
\\.hich four winners were chosen 

• 
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Cost-sharing 
applications 
available 

Farmers who wish to make applica­
tions for state soil conservation cost­
sharing funds can do so immediately at 
the Monroe County Soil Conservation 
District Office, 14B Second Ave West. 

Ollie Kaldenberg, district chairman, 
encouraged landowners who are plann­
ing 1983 work to sign up before Feb. 1 
This will Insure that applications are 
considered at the first rev1ew meeting 
in February. 

Farmers agreeing to do summer con­
struction will be given priorty approval 
by the commissioners. Summer con­
struction is from July 1 to Sept 15. 

Priority practices include terraces, 
• and erosion control structures 
1 Administering the cost-share c 
)program are the district com-

missiOners Ollie Kaldenberg, William 
McGrath, Bob McGinnis, Albert Etcher 
and Raymond Vance 

. ·-._J 

Essay Winner 
Sept 22 

.. Julie Lawless of Albia won first place in the Region 9 1982 Soil Conserva­
tiOn Contest sponsored by the Ladies Au;dliary of the Iowa Association of 
Sot! <..onsenation District Commissioners and Grinnell Mutual Rein­
sur~~<·c Co. Olli e Kaldcnberg, District Soil Commissioner, pres~nted a 
t•t•rtlftt•ate and a S40 check to Miss Lawless for her winning essay. The 
toP•<· or the <'"sa) contest was " How Soil and Watt>r Conservation Affects 
out· Future." 
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SuperviSOfS will not ·grant 
tax exemptions to wetlands 

The :\lonroe County Board of Super­
\ isors :\londily adopted a resolution to 
no t grant tax-exempt s t atu!! to 
11 etlands The action rollowed a public 
hearing at which there were no oral or 
wntten objections 

The resolution. which Is eCfect ive 
beginntng July 1. will not grant t<Jx­
cxernpt stutus to wetlands. recreational 
lakes. forest covers. rivers and 
~!reams. ri\·er and stream banks and 
open prairies. 

The Board or Supervisors will grant 
tax-exempt status to any tract or land 
qualitying as a forest reservation as 
defmed an Chapter 161 of the Iowa Code 

R.tymond V.ance. chairman of the 
board. said the superv1sors adopted the 
resolution because the board has deter­
mined that there 1s an urgent and 
genu1ne need for tax revenues in the 
t'OUnty 

The li.lw g1vcs the Board of Super 

\'lsors m t•,tdl t"ount\ tht• ••uU10ritv und 
d1s('n•t1on to make ,;nnn II rlc~i~nntions 
ol wetlands lor t,l"\-e\elllpt ,latus 

The superl'i~ors '<lgncd a contract 
With Calhoun -Brtston \ssoc1,1tes for 
cngincenng st·n IC~'" to submll an ·•P­
J>Iication for bloc·k grand funding to 
repa11 flood d •• rni.lgc to "et·ond.•r} 
rouds .John C.tlhoun mel with the board 
to dist'US'> the .tpphc•,Jtlun lor funding 
under the eminent threat funding 
category 

The cost of tht• eontrac·t 1s not to ex 
cet·d $2.000 

:\lelrose \l,•yor Gene P,1rks met w1th 

the supervisors to r<•quest <'ounty funds 
to bl' used as m,Jtchmg fund' Cor a grant 
In do curb ,utd gUtll•r work 111 Melrose 
. Parks 1~a., .td\'lsed to put the request 
m \\ l"lllng ;~nd submit it for <"Onsldera­
tlon at the public he a nng on county 
revenue shanng funds The pubhc hear­
ing is at (pr W :JO a m Monday. l''eb 
l-1 

In otht•r busme's I he supervisors ~ 
s1gnc•rl an addendum to the ~tecondary 1 
ro.tds emJJIO) ces contral1 'rhe adden­
dum, prc·~·Jously approved bv the local 
un1on. c.tlls for a freeze on wages ' 
through the end of contra<'! which is 
June :10 1984 

Maintenance· inspection 
Da m s built in 1980 to stop wate r runoff a nd e r osion 

a bove Lake Mia mi were ins pecte d Monday by m em ­
bers of the Monroe County Board of Supervisors, Soil 
Conservation Commiss ion a nd County Conser vation 
Commission. From left, .John F re iden, Dis tr ict Soil 
Conservationist, Wendell Folkerts, Monroe County 
Engineer a nd a m e m ber of the County Conservation 

Commission, George Kfobnak a nd James Cra ll, mem ­
bf' rs of the Monroe Cou•ty Board of Supervlson. walk 
a long the top of one of thf' dams which wer e built with 
fede r a l, s ta te a nd loc.-al dollars to pro tect Lake Mia mi 
fr om silta t ion. Cons ider ing the torre ntia l rains this 
su m mer, the t wo str uctu r es ins pected wer e in good 
sha pe. 
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-.t"C't) 11 <1-t) la ee essay say~ 
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~{) ., n~ede<l t·on~c" rva t son 
n.";out-ct•s s hould be pnrt of every lund 
•JWilt'r ,1s he rn.tkes plans lor his yearly 
crop proc\uctwn. If current rates of s01l 
erosicm continues ,md we don t do 
o;omething. tht rtay will come when our 
ccJuntry rnay rot he ,1blc to produce the 
food ancl fiber necrtecl for our country as 
well as other parts of the world 

lh MOl I Y Mc<~EE 
sp

1 
< 1 1l t rrort'< .1rt' no\\ heing made to 

1
, •lw ull ol our county. 0\cr ~~ 

t•ntul ol 1n 11\ 't'.ll s pr 1hlems ol soli 

1 
1,.,,,111 h 1\ l' llllll'·''"d because of 

11
,

111
g1 111 om 1grwultt rt•. 

lh (ol tlw pr.lllll ·'"" lllllher were, 
·It• 111 11 It r ,gl H u1t111l' productiOn. we 

'"' 11 1 • It IIH Ill'" nl toJI"OII Th1~ ",1s 
1' 1" ' I h • \l'otll\ IIIII \ t.lr 1g11 :'llo\\ \\'Con \ ,1\ C 
; 

111 
t> , 11 111 " uf top ... oll ThiS tnciillS tll<lt 

,, 
1

, I !"I 111 , 111 g Ill'·" h t:l tons per lt'r\!" 
\II I tll""rlll\ "' osloll winr~. ht:<tV\ ram-. 
[,Ill gt till:.! dllri l•\(',1\ ,I( lOg :\OW the 
\'1111 l'l' I '"II ' '" lit'\\ programs "'hlch 
\\Ill k \II lli'IJ' rt•tlllt'C t•ro>;IOll 

Fot -.loull!g 1.11111. tt•rr.~ce-. .~nd con­
tour pl.ulllllg t'.lll Ill' ,nl impron'lllenl to 
,,,rnl '"'" On tht• l't'r.'· hillY gro~md 

t't tltng ·""' toll\ ··rtlllg to lw~ or 
I lit <;tlllH ol I hl' gullies or smilll 

P 1" 1 -' ·tl b ·ome 
till< lll" .,honlrl ht• p),llltt'•• '' 1 l 

1 
-

,' ,..,., Ill ot ht•t gr.t'is st•eri dcpt•ndmg on 
~Ill' .. otll\ pt• II .,111 ,111 \\:tshouts trc not 
I tk••n t•,trl' nl tht'\ just get to he liirger 

11111 1-0 -.t tllllrt' to rt'lhllr 
'> 

1 
Ill l' I' 0 p pIll g l r O J1 rUt a II 0 11 • 

It I ll ,., '' llh tilt' outlets no-1111 fo~rlll­
m, I "'d"t ,qung ,mel ponrts arc JUst ·' 

I 
, of thc 11 a\.., Wl' e<~ll help -.top cro-

1 " . II tl<'rt•en TIH' ••nn•rllllll'llt \\I P•" il -
"'011 " f tl • ·e con 
I I ,1' ol the <"""' lol'lll illY o lCS -
..,

1
, 1 \, \IIIII progl'lllll"· . .. , 
Th. "1'-l' ""t' ul soli ,lnd '' ,tter 

St.ll't b\ check1ng our furm pro­
gr.1111..,, (';{II your loci! I SCS ofrice Learn 
from the people who ,tre tramcd md are 
.. .,,

11
·tng our soli · It ·s not JUSt <I 

progr,lln for the farms ,md ranchers. 1l 
j, [t1r c\'crvont who owns la'1d 111 town or 

rur 11 .lrt'il'i 
0..,11 let·.., ,1ll .. wrt IIO'' for the future 

g
1
·nlr<1llons- like our forefather~ 

hdnrc us. In our lo\'c for the soli ,,nd 
lane\. lirst we must s.1ve the so1l. 

First-place conservation 
don't e ssay says 

our natural 

waste 

Ry J ULIE L AWLESS 
As ,, lith grader. I thmk that savmg 

I he soli•" one of the most important jobs 
that wt• f:lt'\ 

F.:roswn is like a cam·e• it JUSt keeps 
t'illlng awa\ :1t our land Stat1st1cs shO\\ 
th:1t we lo"e more than mne tons of soli 
pt•r <H:re per year. People keep talking 
about a nuclct~r 11ar. but if we don't 
st,1rt s,11·ing the soil we are ulready in a 
"o~r lf:olin'>l erosion :md it's winning. 

\\ t• .ll'l' wasting :1 resource thut can­
not ht• n•pl.1cl'ti We .1 re g01ng to ha vc to 
c<Jil\'IIH t' IH'ople that all aspects of soil 
t·onsN\ at ion must be taken seriously 

Farnll'rs nccri to put more faith Ill our 
wil t•ono.;t•n·ation sen 1ccs und work 
w1th tht•rn The\ should plan tile inlet 
lt•rr.lt't'' on o.;Jopes to slow clown runoff. 

resources 
wctl llt>ll n the hills for pastures or hay 
and re<ll slt•ep slopes to t rees for wildlife 
ilnd to replemsh our wood supplies. 

I .1lso thmk no-till farming is one of 
the best ,1nswers we have for the far­
mer. It s;l\·es t1me fuel and most of a ll 
the soil. The yields arc JUSt as good or 
better than the conventionul way. For 
those we c,1n't convince to plant no-till 
we should ~tress contour or strip fa rm ­
Ing or our m<.~ny methods o f soi l 
consen·.ltlon-lf people would JUSt use 
them 

~\-. a f.trm girl. I think that God gave 
us a be.IUt tful prorluct ivc planet so thut 
we can prov1de food and fiber for all the 
people of the world We owe Hi m. our 
o;elves and all future generations to 
presen·e tlw J,tnd und ullthe thmgs in 1t 
tc> the best of our ability 



Outstanding 
F rom le ft, Vernon DeTar , new c o ope ra tor ; Ollie Ka l­

de nbe r g , outs t a ndi n g achievem e nt ; Dave Teno , la nd­
lord / t e nn a nt ; an d J a c k La ngford , o uts t a ndin g 

- I 

\ 

conservationists 
achievem e nt. Not pic ture d are Joe P a r e nza, land ­
lord / t e nna n t ; He rman Le ffer Jr., owne r ope r a tor ; 
a nd R aymond Vance, dis tri c t commissioner. 

Soil conservation awards 
to Monroe County farmers 

About 150 peorJie were present a t the 
Trmity l "n~ted l\1ethodist Church Cor the 
annual Monroe County Soil Conser­
vation Banquet held Monday n ight . 

Awards for ou ts ta ndi~g work 1n 
conservation were annou~d followmg 
the banquet and ente r tainment by the 
l\Ioravia High School s wing ehoir 

Haymond Vance was namifd the 1982 
Outstanding District Commissioner 
Vance has served as a commissioner for 
10 years and was vice chatrman in 1980 
and 1981 He and his fa m ily . which in­
dudes his wife Merrily a n d fou r 
chlldrcn. farm 945 a c res m Urbana 
Township. He de veloped a Conser­
va tion Plan in 1966 which Includes good -
pasture m;~nagement. erosion control\ 
'tructurcs. tile-outlet -terraces, ponds 
ilnd contour strip c ropping. 

\"ance's community activities Include 
bemg a membe r of t he Monroe Ccnmty 
La nd Usc Commrttce, v1ce'Cif.rirntan of 
the RC&D Steerrng COmmi&tee. Lions 
Club member cha irma n of the Rural 
Rental Housing P roJect at Blakesburg, 
chairman o( tbe -Wakesburg Develop­
ment Corp . rcWmer chairman of the 
Monroe Count y Extension Council and 
former vtcc chairman of the Rat hbun 
Rural Water Associ<.ttion 

Presently \' ;~nee is the c hairmiln of 
the Monroe County Board of Super­
,·isors He uctlvely supports the RC&D 
road structure program and en ­
cour.,ged county participation in 
(Jroviding funds to the district for soil 
conscn•ation . 

He rman Le rne r J r received t he Out­
'<ta nding Owne r-Operator award. Lef­
fler became il district cooperator 10 1952 
w1th 120 acres he owned in L' rbana 
Township Since that ltme he has added 
•• n .1ddilional 210 acres to h1s farm10g 
operation 

lie uses 224 acres as cropland and the 
renliliOdcr .1s pasture .md hay ground . 
lie ha .. built 8.750 feet of terrace and 
farms 40 acres on contour His maJOr 
li\ estock operataon IS hogs raised m 
C'On(inemcnt 

The Outstand10g Landlord-Tennant 
a ward went to Joe Parenza and na,·e 
Tcno P;ucnza own" 4 13 acres in 
,Jackson Township and the land is far ­
med bv 'reno. S10ce 1979, they ha ve con­
~t ructcd 7 , 100 feet ol tlle - outle l ­
lcrrat·cs. protecting 120 acres from 
seve r e ero s io n . In addition t o 
mech<~ nteal pr<~c trces. they a re mo\·ing 
rap1dly w w<ard Jc~s tilla ge to fur the r 
reduce soil loss. 

T h is ~· car 's Out s t a nd i ng Ne w 
Cooperator a wa rd wen t to Ve rnon 
l>eTa r De Tar became a d is t r i c t 
coopcr.ttor 10 1978. He and his fami l ~ 
farm 340 acres in Troy Towns hip. utll iz. 
mg tht• fa rm for a livestock opera tion 

lkTar has 53 acres of land cropped to 
,, <'Orn-t·orn-oat s-meadow -mt·ad ow­
meadow rotation with 5 .400 feet of tile 
outlt·t tt•rrat·cs to reduce the soil loss to 
two tons per .•er e_ The rem;~ indc. of his 
f.1rm 1s reseedecl for pasture, which ;~ 
h1rge portton is improved seeding 

F:ach ~ l'ar the Albia kotar} C~lub 
gl\ <'s spcc i.tl al\ a rd .. to a per'"'Jn '' ho 
h,, , m.~ril· out<t 10rhng contributions to 
"otl < <•n<••n ''ion work 

fh c fir t 1982 rt'Ciple nt of the m rrd 
L ng for I 1 rn 11 F. ngu1el r 

'iO II (on t•rVJtJUn Sen ICl Jl 

"tOIIllllenc1t~t for the 

award for his work und d!'dieation to the 
Monroe County RC&O Road Structure commlsslom•r work 

Along With lu. I 
Program. st<Jte work h s O<:'.ol, re1wmal arrd 

Olhe Kaldenberg wus the second win- Stccr~ng C e 15 a membt•r of the RC&I> 
n(· r of the Outstanding Achievement E . omm1ttec, 1s on the RC'&D 

b h R xcculll'l' Bourd f th • 
awa rd given Y t e otary Club Ch<mton \'aiJe,· Ill ~~J pc four-county 
Kaldenberg has <~ long and rmpressht· long b " roJect He has 
r ecord of publk service to the Soil 8 000 /en a dr~tr1c1 cooperator and hils 

Consrn:atton District rfJ"frhmls cH;1,o~_!l~~~r~lcllfo~nCtrheeeskloTpom,,gn~ahnldp 
He sWrtl'd in 1963 as an assts tant dis- u , 

tnct rommrss1oncr and w <~s elected 1n c h c a so use~ Improved \Ceding 
1964 as a commissioner He sen·ed as or 1~ pasture land <~Od oth<'r soil sa\ 
tn·asurer for the r:listricl in 1966 67 and mg ~t:"'surcs •e round a good rcsour<·e 
\ \ aS elected chatrman of the comm- m~~agcmcnt Pl.m .'or his farm 
issioners m 1968 He holds that office to c .onnual Soil Conservation Poster 
day. Kaldenberg has also served a t thv ~onte~t Winners Wt•re ••lso announced 

01.11 and state levels 10 distrtct T~~t~:C~,·s ?f the wmners 11'1 11 appe,, r tn 
~~~~~-~·1~}~s~U~n~lo~n~-R~e~p~ub~l~lc~·a~1~1 ~~ 
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Conservation 
youth lead~rship 

program planned 
The County Conservation Boards. ~oil 

Conserv<Jtion Districts <tnd Cooperative 
F:xtens1on Serv1ce "ill be co-sponsoring 
the Youth Leadership Conservation 
Progr<~m this summer The. statewide 
program is developed for h1_gh school 
students who are mterested m conser­
vation Two sessions will be offered 
June 20-23, which will be held at the 
Conservation F:duc<.~lion Center near 
Guthrie Center, <1nd August 1-4. to be 
held <It the State 4 H Center near 
Madrid 

Vunous conservation careers and 
topics to be cevered include geolog)' 
soils. wildlife. forestry and waters Par­
ticlpunts will be actively in~olved in 
field techniques assoc.ated w1th these 
curecrs College scholarships will be 
uwarded based on results of a wntten 
exammation given at the end of the 
program . 

A maximum of 50 students w1ll be 
allowed to attend each sess1on The cost 
or the four-day and three-night 
progrum is $50 II igh school students in­
terested in attending the Youth 
Leudership Conservation Program 
should contact Janet Jenkins or the 
Countv Conservallon Board at 932-2560 
or Ollie Kaldenberg or the Soil Conser 
v at10n Distnct at 932-2008, or Joann1 

McDonald of the Cooperati\•e Extens10r 
Ocricc at 932-5612 for further in£orma 
LIOn 
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Soil Stewardship W eel{ 
set for May 8-15 

The Monrol' Count~ SoH Conservation 1rr1galion. a ll of which requi re more 
District ''Ill JOin. the nationwide water from our reservoirs," cites 
et•lebration ot Soil Stewardship Week to NACO in the IG·t>age Soil Stewardship 
take place on \1a\ 8 15 according to an Week booklet One of our more com­
announcement hv Ollie Kaldenberg pelhng social .Jnd economic needs is for 
The theme of th1s year's celebration 1s a [ull apprecio.~tion of the true value of 
"Llvmg Waters our <~bundant suppl~ of water It is lime 

The /10:1t10nul Association of Conser- to think seriously about conservation. 
vation D1o;tncts <NACO) ha,s sponsored pollution. pnority usage and our depen 
Soli Stewardship Week since l955. Ill rtence upon it" 
('ooperalion with thl' nution's nearly 3 Informative m<~ter1al on the Soli 
000 soil nnct water cons~n·ation Stewardship \\'L•ek theme is distributed 
cilstricts.. eaoh year through local consen·ation 

" If our W.ltt•r m mng~ment practices chstricts to clergymen, Ia~· leaders, 
m the past havt• het"n adequate. we may churches, CI\' IC: end educational organi­
lgnore the nsmg population, the in wt10ns and to individuals participating 
crl'ased indust na lizalion and expanded 10 observance 

.~or 38 y~ars of service 
Monroe County Soil (;on sen a lion District Commissioner's p resi dent 

Olhe Kaldenberg present John Botts with a plaque for his 381,! years of 
sen ice to soil con sen ation in Monroe Count). Botts was honor<>d last 
week a t a reception. 



\l ildlife habitat 
Two Monroe County 4- H clubs helped the Monroe 

County Soil Conservation District last week by 
planting Red Pine, Jack Pine, Cardina l Autumn 
Olive and Russian Olive trees around five area 
ponds. The ponds were located on farms of Kenny 
Huber, Lloyd Clark, Marvin Wehrm an, Mark 
Bettis and Mike Holmes. The ponds arc a ll fenced 
to protect the new plantings and to create wildlife 
a reas. Pictured are members of the Troy Troopers. 

They include from left, Ma q Kay Ammons, Angle 
Ammons, Tro} Amoss, Rack Flatte ry, John 
Frieden ( Dlstrt c t Con sen a tlonis t ) and Mark 
McCarty. The Weller Cha mpions a lso he lped with 
the plantln&. Members who helped included James 
"Ed" Crall, the club's leader, Kenny Crall, Danny 
Crall, Chad Crall, Pat Bea r y, Mike Welch and Dave 
McDonough. Funding was pro\·lded through the SC 
District, board of supervisor s a nd CR&D. 

Soil Conserva lion 
funds a~ ailablc 

Accordtng to Ollie Kald~ nbcrg 
chairman of the :\lonroe County Soil 
Conservataon District, there arc still 
funds available for doing soil conser­
,. a lion work 

Kaldenbt·a·g stated that bt•t·ause or 
se' era I cann•llations this f.JII , more 
money as on hand for conservation 
practtces such as the outlet terraces 
ond erosion t·ontrol structure~ for the 

upcommg spring and sumnwr con­
struction seasons ·\s in the past. 
praoraty wall be g1ven to apphl'.Jnts 
\\ ho <Jre willing to complete a prac­
tacc during the summer months. 

Cost-shanng as made <t\'<Hlable to 
Iandow ners at 50 percent or the es­
timated or ac·tual cost or the proJect, 
whichever IS I he lesser Of the tWO 

Kaldenberg urges all landowners 
who are considering work for the 1984 
season to be sure to ,·islt the chstnct 
orrace and !>agn up for the cost-share 
funds \\ hilt• theyrc still ,,,·;ulable. 
The office is located one block south 
and west from the .southwest corner 
of the Albaa squ,,rc at 14 B Second 
Ave. West. 

Kaldenbcrg expresses h1s smccre 
.1pprecaat1on to the many mdl\'tduals 
who, with tht• help or cost-share 
funds, adequately treated with soil 
conservation prartices more than 3,­
ooo acres of l;md in :\lonroe County 
dunng 1983. 



John Botts retires after 
38Y2 years with SCS in Albia 

When five o clock rolls around to­
day. it will mark the end of the 38~­
year career of Soli Con sen at ion 
Techmc1an John Botts Botts will 
n~llre after his long career in the 
SCS. all m the same office m Alb1a 

Botts. 65, began working for the 
SCS on Dec 4 1944 . The SCS was only 
10 years old at the time and stillm its 
infant stages. Botts came m as a soil 
conservation .11de and later earned 
the litle of technician 

E\'en though soil conservation 
work in man} ways has gone through 
a revolution or change, Botts says the 
problems and solutiOns to soil erosion 
are still the same. " When 1t rams the 
water comes down h11ls and brings 
the soil with it he said 'To stop it 
you have to slow or slop the runof£ " 

Botts said practtces used today 
such as contounng, the building of 
ponds and erosion co~trol struc 
lures terracing and ttling were prac­
tices used back when he started in 
the SCS although today's technology 
ha" improved those practices 
greatly. He sa1d the biggest change is 
the move toward minimum tillage 
and no-till farming . 

1 " When I came in, fa r mer s were 
coming out of the DepressiOn where 
tttey were trymg to recoup by farm­
ing everything ·• he said "Then the 
war ''as on and ever) thing was 
)roduction onented Our first JOb 

as to get more gu~s seeding the 

rougher ground and getting them to 
stop farmmg the hills So much of it 
\\as an educatiOnal process back 
then · · 

Botts' main duties for the past 
se\'eral years have been to prac­
tically apply soil conservation prac­
tices He works d1rel·tly with takmg 
the conservation plans and puttmg 
them into terraces, til€.', ponds, wmd­
breJks. etc 

' I think most guys today are aware 
of the need for conservation and 
would like to do somethmg about 
the1r problems,'· he said "Cost is 
such a big factor today \'ou get into 
the technical apphcat1on of soil con­
servation practices and it gets ex­
pensl\'e Thill s why we pu~h 
minimum tillage and no-till so hard . 
It is the cheapest wa~ to get the most 
so1l protected But no one practice is 
gomg to do the job alone 

Botts has been acll\'e m the com­
munity for the years he has lived in 
AlbJ<L A graduate of Davis County 
CBloomfwld> H1gh School, Botts is a 
member of the Albia Rotary Club and 
the First Christian Church and did 
'tint-. as a Bo\ Scout leader and 
church youth leader when his two 
children were ~rowing up 

Now the grandfather of four , Bohs 
is lookmg forward to spending more 
time \Hth his "oodworking hobby 
and hts family. 

"I \'e .1lways said I had the best 

John Botts 

go\'ernment job in the world." he 
said "Even better than the presi­
dent I ' ve been outsldl.' and acth c 
"ith people for 381 years without the 
w orq vou h.J ,.e w1th a lot or jobs 

An open house m honor of Botts · 
years wilh the SCS is bt•ing planned 
See the ad in today ·s Union­
Republican for the deLtils . 

Ron Peterson 

P e terson 
• Is n e w 
s tate aide 

, 

Effective Friday Sept 23 R 
Peterso~, a native of rural Planoon 
wIll be~m work m Albia as a Soli Con­
~enatlon State Atde. Peterson has 
ecn With_ the Monroe Count\ Soil 

Consen'ltllon Servil-e as a WAF. , 
t1me e 1 · p.trt-

mp oyt•e since earlier this 
summer. 

P.eter.son will function as a con . 
vallon technician , .surve"i~g d ser­
mg and 1 • J • e.slgn­
tic <tnng out con!iervatiOn pr<tc-

s ~s. Pete~son, 23, is a graduatt> of 
e} mour H1gh School 
District. Consen llion~st John 

Fneden S<Hd that this Is the first sl,lte 
aide \1onroe County has had He d 
d~d that the district comrnission~r; 
Will be mteniewmg to fill the\\ ·\E 
~:~t lime POSitiOn vacated by Peter-



t 
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No-interest loan 
applicatio n s for 
soil conservation 

Participating soil conservation dts­
tncts are now taking applications for 
no-mterest loans for the construction 
of permanent soil con~ervation prac­
tices 

LandO\\ ner~ can borrow up to $10,-
000 at no tnterest for up to a 10-year 
period Lu:.~n funds received may not 
he Usl'd tn C'Ombination with any 
other public cost-shanng or Incen­
tive program !or soil and water con­
sen•atton practices. 

To be eligible, o landowner must 
have n net worth less than $300,000, 
be able to secure the loan and be 
capable of repaying the loan in equal 
annu<tl tnsta llmcnt~ 

Legtslatton passed in the 1983 Ses­
sion of the 70th Iowa General 
Assembl> authorized the program 
and provtdcd $1 mtlllon for thts year 
and n{'xt 

As announced, the program will 
allow each distnct a minimum of $5,-
398 in a\ ailahle loan funds . Monroe 
County has hecn allocated $6.297 

P&rtlclpatmg lending tnstitutlons 
in Albic• tnclude Ftrst Financial Sav­
ings and Loon, Peoples National 
Bank anti Trust Co. and First Iowa 
State Bank 

The stgn-up penod bl•gan Wednes­
da}, Jan. 25 and will end Feb. 21. Ap­
plicatiOn forms and procedures ar< 
avatlable at local county soil con• 
vauon dl~tnct office~ 

l .. d--(, -Yt.f 

Cost-sharing 
applications 
are accepted 

Farmers who wish to make ap­
plications for state soil conservation 
cost-sharing funds can do so starting 
Wednesday. Jan 25. at the Monroe 
CountY Soil Conservation District Of­
fice i4-B Second Ave West 

Ollie Kaldenberg district chatr· 
man encouraged landowners who 
are planning 1984 work to sign up 
before Feb. 21 Thts will insure that 
applications are considered at the 
first review meeting on Feb 23. 

Priority approval is being given to 
applicants who agree to complete 
their proJeCt during the summer 
months between July 1-Sepl. 15. Far­
mers are encouraged to participate 
in the ASCS set-aside program and 
seed the areas that are planned for 
terrace cotlstruclion An alternative 
to this would be to temporarily seed 
the area o{ construction instead of 
the whole field 

Approvals will also be based on 
whether or not the practice will 
benefit a public facility, reduce soil 
loss to a tolerable limit of five 
tons1ac,year and whether or not the 
applicant has received a cost-share 
payment in a prior year. 

Priority practices include terraces 
and erosion control structurPs. 

Admimstering the cost-share 
program Jre the district com­
mtssioners - Ollie Kaldenberg , 
William McGrath, Bob McGinnis. 
Ray Vance and Albert Etcher 

\ r outh leadership programs 
offered in two seBsions 

The County Conservation Boards. 
Soil Conservation Districts and 
CooperMt\'{' I<;xtension Service will 
b(, co-sponsoring the Youth Leader­
shtp Conservation Program this 
summer The statewide program ts 
dt \'eloped for high school students 
who are interested in conservation 
Two sessions will be offered· June 
25·28, 1984 whtch will be held at the 
State 4-H Center near Madrid , and 
August 6-9, 1984 to be held at the Con­
servation Education Center near 
Guthrie Center 

Various conservation careers and 
topics to be covered include 
geology, soils, wildlife. forestry and 
waters. Participants will be actively 

~ 
tnvolyed in field techniques 
assoctated wtth these careers 
f'ollege scholarships will be awarded 
based on results of a written ex 
aminalion g!ven at the end of the 
program 

A maximum of 50 students wlli be 
allowed to attend each session. The 

cost of the four-day and three-night 
program is $55. High school students 
interested in attending the Youth 
Leadership Conservation Program 
should contact Janet Jenkins, 932-
2560, of the Countv Conservation 
Board, or Ron Peterson of the Soli 
Conservation District at 932-5076, 14B 
Second Ave West. Albia , or Joann 
McDonald of the Cooperative Exten­
sion Office at 107 E. Benton. Albia, 
932-5612 for further information 

• 
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County • • conservationists 

receive achievement awards 
Annual Monroe County Soil Con­

servation District awards were 
presented at \1onday's SCD banquet 
held at the Trinity United Methodist 
Church. Awards for poster contest 
winners. essay winners, Albia 
Rotary Club awards and district 
awards were among those given 

Wendell Folkerts. Monroe County 
Engineer, and Mardyll Albertson, a 
member of the distrtct com­
missioners. received the Rotary Out­
standing Contribution Awards for 
their service to the soil cons.erv:tion 
district program 

Folkerts is very much involved 
with planning and implementing 
road stabilization structureS' which 
are replacing bridges throughout the 
county whtle creating wild life 
habitats Mrs Albertson heads up the 
poster and essay contests each year 
as part of her duties as a district 
commissioner 

Five awards were presented at the 
district level The Owner-Operator 
Award was presented to Earl 
Albertson. "'ho 011 ns and operates 
473 acres m Troy Township Albert­
son became .1 district cooperator tn 
1957 and developed a conservation 
plan which he has followed since 
then To reduce soil loss, Albertson 
has m:.talled tile-outlet-terraces, 
grassed waterways, contour row pat­
terns, a conservation cropping 
svstem, erosion control structures, 

ponds and has set aside 15 acres for 
wildlife habttat. 

In addition to raismg corn soy­
beans and hay, Albertson's operation 
includes a cow-calf herd and hog 
operatton 

The Landlord-Tenant Award was 
presented to Agnes Gergely and John 
Strasko Strasko rents the 120-acre 
Gergely farm in Bluff Creek 
Township Soil conservation has 
always been a part of the Gergely 
farm beginnmg with the signing of a 
cooperative c1greement and conser­
vation plan in 1948 four years after 
the Monroe County SCD was 
established 

After George Gergely dted, Mrs 
Gergely has continued to work the 
farm With the help of her daughter, 
Rita, and cooperatton from Strasko. 
Mrs. Gergely is well on her way to 
completing all the soil conservation 
practices needed on the farm Prac­
ttces include tile outlet terraces, 
grassed waterways, contour farm­
ing. crop rotation, conservation 
tillage and a wildlife planting. 

Randy Rozenboom was awarded 
the """' c .... _..,.tor Award A ,,..or­
cooperator ts someone who nas 
recently signed a cooperative agree­
ment with the SCD to develop and 
tmplemer.t a soil conservation plan. 

Rozenboom owns and operates 80 
acres in Bluff Creek Township and 
also rents and custom farms 920 

• 

acres. Rozenboom also operates <I 
grain trucking business . a custom 
combining and haying buswess. an4 
ts a sotl conservation contractor for 
bulldozing and tiling 

Rozenboom became a district 
cooperator in 1982 and completed his 
conservation plan in 1983 Since that 
time. he has .nstalled 1.500 feet of 
tile-outlet-terrace, 2,100 feet or tile. 
57 acres of contour row patterns and 
practices conservatior. tillage 

The 1983 Pasture Management 
Award was presented to Ed Crall 
who owns and operates 671 acres tn 
Troy and Guilford townships The 
majortty of the farm is seeded t< 
pasture and hayland which supporiJ 
his lOS-head cow-calf herd CraU 
keeps all of his calves and buys ad 
ditional calves to feedout 

Crall's pasture management 
techniques include fencing and ade­
quate water to allo\\o rotational graz 
mg. annual weed control and ade­
quate fertilization and liming Co 
maximum production 

The alfalfa-brome hayftelds ae 
chopped ~it,~.JhS ~iiksnt,ype~i1''i 
feed Conservation practices il-

Awards 
-Continued on Page 6 

Soil Award 
A" ard "mner~ from left, Rita Gergely • Randy 

RoH·nboom, \trs , Agn~.>s Gergely • Ear l Albertson, 

Winners 
Ed Yarkosky and Ed Crall. 
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Dan Snyder 

New· SCS 
soil trainee 

Dan Snyder. a &enior at North­
east Missouri StaJe University 
is serving this summer as a Soli 
Conservation Serv1ce Tramee 
Ul\der District Conservationist 
John Frieden. 

Snyder is from Richland , 
Iowa, and is majoring in agri­
cultural business at NEMSU. He 
plans to begin training as a dis­
trict conservationist upon gra. 
duation from college. 

' • Snyder started work In mid-
May and will work through the 
end of August. He is Involved m 
all aspects of SCS work. 



Two 'soil district seats 
up for re-election 
The terms of two Monroe 

County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict Commissioners, Raymond 
Vance of Blakesburg-Urbana 
Township and Wm F McGrath 
of Melrose-Jackson Township, 
will expire at noon on Jan. 1, 
1985 Successors will be elected 
at the general elect1on on Nov 6, 
1984 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the soil conservation district 
which is all of Monroe County in­
cluding cities and towns, is eligi­
blP for the office of com­
missioner. except that no more 
thBn one commissioner may be 
a resident of any one township. 
Incumbent commissioners are 
Ollie Kaldenberg of Albia-Troy. 
Bob McGmms of AlbJa-Monore. 

J 

and Albert Etcher of Lovilia, 
Union. therefore. residents of 
these townships would not be 
eligible for office at this time 

Prospective candidates seek­
mg the office of soil conser­
vation district commissioner 
must file nomination petitions In 
the same manner as for other 
elective positions at the general 
election. except that no political 
party 1s designated. Nomination 
petitions can be obtained from 
the County Auditor. 

These petitions. signed by 25 
eligible electors. must be flied 
with the County Auditor at the 
Monroe County Courthouse no 
later than 5 p.m on Sept. 12, 
1984 . 

Individuals elected in Novem· 

II 
New aide 

Jake Scott, 27, began work a9 a state aide in the Monroe 
County SCS office July 13. Originally from Bloomfield, 
Scott has been with .the Soli Conservation Senlce for 
several years. He a nd his wife and three children live In 
Drake'!vllle. 

ber 1984 will serve a term of six 
years commencing Jan. 1, 1985. 
Soil conservation district com­
missioners serve without salary 
and guide the overall soil and 
water conservation program In 
the county. For further Informa­
tion pertaining to the respons­
ibilities of a commissioner, con 
tuct the Monroe County Soli 
Conservation District office, 14 
B Second Avenue West, 932-5076 

SCS encourages farmers 
not to till soybeans 

The Monroe County Soil Con­
servation District is m ilking a 
concerted effort to encourage 
farmers not to till soybean 
ground this fall According to 
county Soil Conservationist John 
Frieden, there are two reasons 
for the effort 

"First of all we are encourag­
ing farmers not to till soybean 
ground this fall because we'd 
like them to try planting no-till 
on that bean ground next .spring. 
The easiest way to get into a no­
till system is to plant into sybean 
stubble." he said . 

Secondly, stubble lert on soy­
bean ground will prevent 
against wmd and water erosion 
through the winter and into the 
spring, even though farmers end 
up using conventional planting 
methods " 

Part of the effort to encour-

age farmers to let soybean 
ground go non-tilled is a 
telephone campa1gn done by 
Albia 7th and 8th graders About 
20 students contacted 150 far­
mers The soil conservation dis­
trict is also offering pnzes for 
signing up and agreeing not to 
till soybean ground Thirteen 
area agribusinesses donated 
prizes. 

Frieden said that -.o far 75 far­
mers have signed up and that 
farmers have until the end of 
November to stop 10 at the SCS 
oHice in Alb1a and make the 
agreement On Dec l,thedraw­
ing for pnzes will be held 

Pnzes and the donor~ include 
Road atlas, Ray Vance, DeKalb 
Seed dealer . log chain, hitch 
pm, slow-moving vehicle sign, 
Baker's Feed and Grain, caps, 
belt buckle Coltrain Equip-

ment two sweatshirts , two sets 
of glasses <four to a sell, 
Romerman Feed and Gram: 
two pair gloves s1x quarts of oil , 
one gallon antJ-freeze. one 
gallon windshield washer fluid, 
rat-killer packets. Moravia 
Farm Service, 50 pounds lawn 
fertilizer. 21.': gallons oil one 
gallon anti freeze . 1144 rust m­
hibitor. Lovilia Farm ServJCe, 
two toy Fwd 7700 tractors two 
1984 Hesston rodeo buckles G B 
Equipmet, two toy tractors s1x 
J D w1nter caps, Henderson 
Implement one grease gun, 
Goode's Seed and Feed , 'tcCub­
birt Seed hats The Country Mill · 
50 pounds of Purina F1eld and 
Farm Dog Chow 20 pounds Kent 
cat food, Newell Elevator one 
gallon 2-4-D, Ka1ser Melrose . 
12 Soil Service huts Soil Ser­
vices 



Multi-flora 
rose cost-share 
deadline nears 
O~ie Kaldenberg, Soil Du;trict 

Chairman, reminds landowners 
of the following deadline and re­
QUirements for the multi-flora 
rose cost-share program 

Applications for multi flora 
rose cost-share assistance must 
be received by the ;\1 on roe 
County Soil Conservation Dis­
tnct on or before March 18 to be 
eligi~le for th is year's program, 
Apphcat10ns must have receipts 
fCir chemical purchased, at­
tached to the applicatiOn 
Chem1cals purchased prior to 
the application date are not 
eligible for cost-share 
assistance. All applications 
m_ust show a current ap­
phcator·s permit number for u~e 
of restricted use chemicals 

. Terrace woA 
A dozer bu1lds new narrow-based terraces on the I r PY Hindm a n farm east o fAibla. The 

narrow-based terrace is quickly becoming popular In Monroe County because It costs 
~nlyhalf of ~hat a traditional broadbased terrace co'lt. The county soil conservation district 
IS encouragtng fa rmers to Investigate the advantage of narrow-based terraces this fall 
while work can still be done. 

If farm_ers have any questions 
concermng the cost-share 
program, contact the Soil Con­
servation District office a t 14 B 
Second Ave West or call 93?. 
5076 -

Application 
for rose at 
sec office 

Farmers may apply for Multi­
Flora Rose cost-share funding 
through the Monroe County Soil 
Conservation District office in 
Albia 

Applications were taken 
startmg Jan I and all completed 
applicat1ons must be in by 
March 1 No applications will be 
approved unless rece1pts are 
dated after the application 
dates 

Chemicals must be applied by 
June 1 Attached to each request 
Cor fundmg must be an aenal 
photo w1th the area to be treated 
spec1f1cally identified Spot 
checking will be done on a 
timely basis by the county weed 
commissioner Applicator 
license numbers must be m­
cluded on the application 

Appfications will be approved 
on a pro-rated basis up to 50 per­
cent w1th a maximum of $75 
Only those chem1cals listed as 
effective and used as recom­
mended m Iowa State Bulletm 
,fPM 863 reprinted May, 1983 will 
be approved. Cost sharing will 
be for reimbursement on the 
cost of the chemicals only 

DeBruin makes use 
of SCS no-interest loan 

Orlo DeBruin received the 
Cir~t :\tonroe County no-interest 
s01l eonscrvallon IO<IO provided 
b.\ the Iowa Dep<Jrtment of Soil 
Con~nation. DeBrum used the 
loOJn runds to construct a grade 
st;~blhwtion structure 

De Bruin applied for the no­
mtercst loan on Feb 1, 1984, 
shortly after Monroe County 
reccl\ cd the ,JIIol·ation He \\a~ 
appro' cd to rc<·eive the no 
mtcrt•st lo<Jn mone} on Feb 23 
H~ll1 after a panel of applicants 
were reviewed by the district 
tomrn•ssioners The structure 
\1 ilS rimshed 1n October 

Thl· applitatiOn process for 
no Interest lo<Jn began w1th 
Sl!(lllllg an applic.Jtion form at 
the Soil Conscn at ion Distnct 
or lin .-\ conscn a lion plan .md 
l'Ost c'timate 1rl' developed for 
thl' soli conscn,ltlon proJect of 
l'<ll'h applicant The pl<~ns <lnd 
estmwtcs from <Ill apphcilnls 
<lrl' rl'l'lf.'Wf.'d b~ the diStrll'l SOli 
ton~l'l"\" iltion commiSSIOnl•rs 
Thl'\ prioritize the applieutions 
Tlw llrst priorll~ l<tndo11 ner and 
his lending mslltut10n determine 
h1s eligibility for the loan Elig•­
bll' l.mdowncrs may borr0\1 up 
to $10,000 at no mtcrest 

The lo<Jn rec1p1cnt must han• 
a net worth or less than S30U.OOO 
and be capable or rcpaymg the 

loan 10 equal annual mstall­
ments m 10 years 

Any landowner mtcrested m a 
no-Interest so1l conservation 
lo.Jn should submit an applica­
tion ill the District Soil Conser­
vation office The district will 
rece1ve $10.300 for no-interest 
loan~ I hi~ year 1\1 ore funds are 
avallilble If applications exceed 
this <Jmount. 

----------------~----------------------------------------~----------· 



I 

I 
I 

Thursday, January 10, 181D 

Need to distnantle Stockman's 
• brain - not soil service 

The proposal to dismantle the Soil 
Conservation Service in cutting the 
federa l budget has to be the most 
lame-brained, ill-conceived, head-in­
the-sand, stupid proposal to come out 
of the White House in 50 years 

get the government out of agnculture, 
supports the work of the Soil Conserva­
liOn Service 

Dav1d Stockman's attempt to kill the 
SCS and still ominous threat to cut the 
SCS budget by 80 percent isn't radical. 
It's ridiculous The Soil ConservatiOn Service is one 

of the few parts of U.S. ag policy that 
approaches problems in agriculture 
with long-term, sensible, cost-saving 
solutions Even the American Farm 
Bureau, which has pushed for years to 

The Soil Conservation Service is 
farmer directed and because of that 
meets farmer needs better than just 
about anv other federal ag program 
Large farmers and small farmers and 

States suffer 
from wind 

Wind erosion damaged more 
land in the Great Plains in the 
last two months or 1984 than dur­
ing any comparable penod since 
tht• mid-19SOs. 

Peter C ~1yers. chief of the 
l.. S Department of Agricul­
ture s Soil Consl'rvatlon Service. 
said that reports from the 10-
state area mdicate wind damage 
on more than three million acres 
durmg November and Decem­
bl'r 1984-compared wi th about 
800.000 acres in November and 
December 1983 Myers also said 
that windblown soil particles 
destroyed crops or cover on 106.-
000 acres or land not damaged 

· We're off to a very bad start 
this season sa1d Myers "And 
that s especially disturbmg 
when you realize that last year 
was the th1rd worst wmd erosion 
year in the 50 years we·ve been 
keeping records in the region " 

So1l conservationists consider 
land to be damaged when the ef­
fects of wind erosion are ap­
parent to the eye-wh1ch means 
an annual rate of about 15 tons 
per acre When such damage 
becomes visible, however. the 
eros10n rate already is three to 
10 limes higher than most soils 
can Withstand without damage 
to the1r productive capacity 

Much of the damage resulted 
from a dry fall that led some 
farmers to delay planting and 
caused spotty germination and 
slow growth of wheat, alternate 
freezing and thawing that broke 
down clods and left the soil 
susceptible to further damage, 
and the strongest winds ln the 
last 10 years 

or the land damaged, 52 per­
cent was cropland, 47 percent 
was rangeland and one percent 
was other land 

Wyoming alone accounted for 
more than half of the damaged 
acres-1.55 million acres-more 
than 75 times as much as was 
damaged 10 the state during 
:'llovember and December 1983 
The damage was caused mainly 
by unusually high winds and a 
lack of constant snow cover 

Kansas, Montana and North 
Dakota reported more than six 
times as much land damaged 

• eros1on 
this season than last Only 
Colorado , New Mexico and 
Texas reported fewer acres 
damaged; higher than normal 
autumn rainfall in these three 
states helped keep damage low 

As of January 1, ·nearly 14 
million acres in the G real Plains 
were inadequately protected 
and therefore susceptible to 
wmd erosion. six percent less 
than at the same time a year ago 
but still we11 above normal for 
thts time of year 

Some farmers in all 10 states 
used emergency tillage. which 
roughens the surface of the soil 
to make it less susceptible to 
wind damage as a preventive 
measure ~early 80 percent of 
the 500,000 acres treated with 
emerge· cy tillage in November 
and Dec.·ember were In Texas. 

Myen satd the Soil Conser­
vation Service technicians are 
ready ''' advise farmers in use of 
emergenry tillage and other 
temporary measures to reduce 
wind damage He also said. 
however. that the best conserva­
tion practices in the Great 
Plains require long-term plann­
ing and installation They in­
clude measures that maintain 
plant cover or residue on the 
surface of the soil W md strips 
(long narrow fields of tall 
grasses alternating with fields 
of cropland) and field wind­
breaks also help reduce wind 
erosion 

Each year, the Soil Conserva­
tion Service compiles wind ero­
SIOn data for 541 counties in the 
Great Plams. Reports cover the 
seven-month period November 
through May, when winds nor­
mally are highest and the soils 
are driest Under these condi­
tions, w md erosion 1s more 
severe than durmg summer and 
early fall The agency issues 
wind damage reports after the 
second, fourth and seventh 
months of the wind erosion 
season 

Followmg IS a state-by-state 
summary of wind damages dur­
ing November and December 
1984, compared to damages dur­
ing the same period a year 
earher 

Counties llot.-Otc. 110¥.-lec. 
,,,1 lie 1114 1114 
{IIJIM) (btl) (Acm) Colorado ....... 37 28,600 41,000 Kansas 105 12,100 2,100 Iv.ontana ....... 40 711,200 51,700 Nebraska . •••• •• • • •• 0 21 63,100 45,700 New 'YiexJco ....... 19 4.200 36,200 North Dakota ........ ... 53 328,100 53,200 Oklahoma 

•••••• 0 • 0 0 •• •• 30 !14,000 67,000 South Dako[a .. . •• 0 ••• 66 91,300 61,400 Texas ...... 147 t21,000 438,000 Wyommg .. ...... . . 23 1,551,100 19,800 
541 3,024,700 816,100 

any farmer m between benefit from 
SCS funding 

Besides its record of success, the 
SCS is this nation's "assurance" policy 
that in 50 years there will still be soil to 
grow crops, trees and woodlands to en­
JOY. water to dnnk and land that is still 
productive 

Dav1d Stockman needs to be kicked 
in the head for suggesting the demise 
of the Soil Conservation Service. We'll 
even provide the boot 



' 

Wildlife Week celebrates 
importance of the soil 
Thts year, National Wildlife the soal means to us," saad Jam ~'ederation (1\'i F) ts dis 

Week holds special significance Murphy president of the Iowa lrabultng IS 000 cducattonal 
ror Iowans Bemg celebrated Wildlife Jo'ederataon We re packet~ to Iowa schools The 
March 17-23. the week features happy to see this year's national packets anclude background m I 
soli and its amportaoce theme or Sotl-We Can't Grow format!on on soils. a glossary a 

" In Iowa I think we have a Without It 16-ptclure poster. learnmg ac I 
soecaal understanding of what Murphy said the Iowa Wildlife llvilles for all grade levels and 

Cyclical nature 
changes agriculture 

By DEA , COL LEGE OF AGRICULTU RE 
Iowa State University 

Agriculture is a cycltcal 10dustry. and we are 10 the 
depths of a cycle that i~ more damaging than any that Iowa 
agriculture has experienced 10 50 years The dtfficulties 
confronting many people in the agrtcultural sector and our 
rural communillc~ are enormous ..1nd must not be under­
estimated o\t the same ltme. 1t is Imperative to recogmze 
that there will be an up side to lhts cyt'lr Iowa has the 
strength to recover and prosper. 

In agriculture our natural strengths are our soils and 
climate In addtllon we have production systems second to 
none and our location. at a mtdpoint among major 
metropolitan areas and transportation networks, •s a 
sigmficant competitrve Jdvantage 

But as important as any of these assets 1s a re~ource that 
has gained in strength 10 these dtfficult times. HarmoniOus. 
productive relation~hips among leaders in the public and 
private sectors have characterized Iowa smce the pioneers 
who settled here began working toward their vision of the 
future Durrng our current difficulties outstanding new 
leaders have emerged throughout the stOJte They have 
JOined a community or people whose energy intelligence 
and public spirit are pavtng the way to a more dynamic. 
vigorous agriculture. 

This expanding commumty or Iowa agracultural leaders 
1s workmg together for the general good or our state They 
play many roles to enable and encourage the exploratton of 
options and I he answering of questions such as How can we 
minam1ze the impact of the currrnt financial stress in 
agriculture• How can we diversify crop and livestock 
production· Should IO\\ J farmers ra1se amaranth or cram­
be' Should we ra1se poultry rather than sendmg our grato to 
t>oultry farmers JO the Southeast• Should we expand our 
sheet> rndustry · How can we resolve the problem<> that con­
tribute to the decline of Iowa s beef mdustry' 

Wh,tt new or modified crop and am mal p1>0ducts can Iowa 
manufacture for domestic and export markets• How can 
market systems, mcludmg transportation and other sup­
port systems. be improved·· HO\\ can the new tools of 
biOtechnology be u~ed to bene!Jt agrrculture and the Iowa 
economy• !low Ciln we maintam the strength of rural com• 
mumties 

None or the peot>lc who are worktng to see that such ques­
tions get answered has .1 crystal ball. but they kno\~ one 
thing about lo,\a agnculture 20 year~ from now It \\Ill be 
dtffercnt than low OJ agriculture today Their goal1s to shape 
changes to the benefit of our state to remove barriers to 
gro,\lh and create an en' Ironment m wh1ch we can mOJx­
imize our advantages 10 soil chmate, location and 
<~gr•cultural expertise 

When promising opportunattes are identifJCd Iowans 
have the capacity to respond Ninety-five percent of Iowa 
farms are owned by indtnduals. fam1hes or partnershipS 
and the state has a wealth or successful businesses large 
.md small That herrtage gives Iowa immense managerial 
strength 

A complex or external forces is working against many of 
the state's bl'st managers now. but these people are fighting 
back Instinctively they know that no system 1s static It is 
dynamtc and progressive or 11 1s on the decline Dcchne has 
never been acceptable to Iowans. and that hentage fuels the 
ercorts that will carr)' us out of our current dtfhcullles 

. 

.10 educator's guide 
The IWF ts also sponsonng a 

poster contest on the importance 
of soil 'llallonal Wtldlife Week 
sponsorrd by the N \\ F and state 
.tffiliates. began in 1938 by • 
procla mauon of President 
f'rankhn Roosl•velt Smce th<tt 
tame \\ r've intended f r II to be 
an oct·.•saon Cor mo e tJubhc 
educatton on amporta natural 
tl'sourcc toncerns • said 
:\lurp'h~ 'Thts year's )hl•me rs 
especially appropriate because 
II lOinCtdes Wtlh the 50lh an 
naversary of the founding of the 
Sot! Consen a lion Sl'n'iCl' (SCS) 
b~ Pr<'stdent Roo<cvelt saul 
Murph~ 

SCS helped den•loped the 
cducOJttonal matenills for thic; 
year s packet'. and as helping tae 
:-;,,laona! \\'ildhfe Werk to soil 
consen<llton edut•Jtion.tl ef­
forts 

·we kno\1 landowners makc 
the d<?CISIODS 00 tht' land I hill a£. 
feet waldlife habitat and 
wtldhfe satd John Fraeden 
Dastri<'l C'onst•rvationast for SCS 
in \lonroe County ·soil Conser 
\<tlton ·•nd w tldlifl· go h<md m 
hund \ good sot! conser­
' attODI't is tlSUilll) a promoter 
.md pro' Jder for wrldhfl•, too 
We sec the til' of thl' two an our 
da1ly \1 ork .md Wl' re delighted 
the \ltldlile federation ha~ 
chosen to fl•,tiUI'l' soils th1s 

SCS has 
place in 
U.S. agriculture 

The rhtllon ts ccll·hratu.g the 
50th annl\•ersarv of the So1l and 
\\ •te~ Conscn·auon \to' cment 
but at the same tirnt: the PresJ­
dt•nt's hudgrt JS recommend10g 
st•vcrc stare n·ducllons and tht• 
cltm10a11on of Cedt•ral conser­
' ,ttton .tssist.mce programs, ac­
t·urding to Olhe 1\.tldrnbcrg 
Chairman, Monroe Count~ Con­
st•nallon DJStnct 

The ehmiO.JIIOD or fundtng Cor 
conservatton programs would 
h,!\'C .t serious ,tHt•t·t on Iowa s 
progrilm, acrordmg to 1\.,tlden 
berg Local!~. it would me<~n 
almost total l'ltmin.tllon or Soli • 
Conserv <tllon Serv1ce personnrl 
and loss of cost-share funds Cor 
consen,tllon pract•ces such as 
terraces. ponds. seed•ngs, no-ttl! 
ilnd eroston control structures 

Wh1le Io" a is a leader 10 the 
nation in conservatiOn. there ts 

sllll a lot or work that needs to be 
done ~.ud Kaldenberg Over 
250 mtiiJon tons of soil are 
eroded from culllvatcd cropland 
alone 10 the Stille each year. and 
Clood10g is still a maJor problem 
in ~orne areas In Monroe 
County. problems include sheet, 

rill and gully erosion 
I urge the people of \ l onroe 

County to vo1ce their support for 
soil conservation and opposJtJon 

1 
to th1s budget propos<:~! that 
would have a severe aHect on 
conservation programs in the 
state Scud Kaldenberg 





Essay winner w rites 
about w ater quality 

By J ULIE LAWI,ESS 
Clean water-wh,lt i~ the an~wer~ 
As an eighth gradt•r 1 am concerned with the water. pollution 

· 1 he world toda} It can no longer be taken for granted nor 
~~n we constder thts n•source unlimited Clean~ unpolluted 
water is essential Cor the balance of n~ture to t~:•vc and sur­
\'1\'e Water pollutiOn i5 the result of' so called. progress a~ 
population and mdustry expands. It has become a threat to the 
balance of nature .md must become a concern of all to correct 
tt before 1t destroys us . rrom 

The ,, ater that is used in home and mdustry comes 
d I k •s and underground sources rin•rs streams. pon s a c. . . \\ 

Usually the pollutiOn in this water ts caused by the sohd · 
· d t - from homes and f..tctont's Weed ktllers.. and qui w ,1s es 11 R he 
esticides spruved on crops .tlso cause P? utton . am was s 

rh~se clll'mil"als from crops and soil and tt flows mto a b11dy of 
water Pollution ,11so come" from w .tstcs that get mto tnc ... r 
Smoke and chemit•al fumes go into the a1r and arc earned to 
the earth bv rain 

Besides s~hd and Jiqutd wastes there ,ue household w<astes 
· ' d t gents grease ·•nd dtrt These wastes are such as soaps , c er - · • e w htch 

called sc\1 ag~· and contam bo~cterta or vtruse • ,.;om 
c:Juse diseast' d 1 b t ong 

As population and mdustn grow-. there m·e ~ o e s r 
mc~sures enacted to msure a clean watl•r supply Treatment 
and control of all wastes is the onlv answer to w.uter pollution 

problems b ed so that they w astl' wutt•r treatment planb must l' lmprov 
will b~· ;~ble to remo,·e tht· lmpuntws from ctt~ sewage\\ .lstes 

We need to tdenttly \\ ater quaht} problems and polluuon 
source~ d 

\sa farm girl. 1 feel that fltrmt•rs mu&t be mo~c concerne 
wt'th the control or the run-orr of fertllizt'rs pesticides and top­
sollmto our" ater ::.upphes The) need to use the bt•st manage-
ment techntques to reduce pollution. bTl We must stop 

Clean w att·r '" evcrvom· ' responsl I I ~ d I t 
thmkmg ol ourselves ,and work togeth~r . be mforme . a er 
. nd involn•d If even·bodv does a little btl for poilu lion the end 
~~;suit w til tw a tot dom· r.tther th.tn too lit tit-, too lute 

Tree research could aid farmers 
BY DAVE PAXTON 

Re>bcrt Bush and his research 
warn at Northwest M lssourl 
State L'ninrsity may put a 
stzeable amount of money In 
farmers ' pockets 10 a few years 
If the researrh he is doing on 
rust growing trees Is successful 
10 the chmat•· r the \1tdwest. 
farmers may be planting and 
harvesting trl'es lor a cash crop 
almost like ~orn or soybeans 

Bush, a pilot, conservationist, 
educator and sctenust. was the 
guest s peakt.>r at Monday's 
Monrot• County Soil Conserva­
tion Dtstrict banquet and shared 
enthusiastically w1th the crowd 
the work he has done at 
MW~SU 

Bush satd for too long the 
Amertc<tn farmer has looked at 
woodlands as ,1n enemy 
on~rgrazmg .•nd killing wood( or 
bulldozing it to clear ground for 
pasture and row crop But he 
contends that woodlands offer a 
tremendous opportunity for an 
alternative cash crop for far­
mrrs, offers the best protection 
for high!~ erodible ~oil. and may 
be a p<arllal ~oluuon to lowermg 
the nation' s dependence on 
foretgn oil and fossil fuels 

'' F'or too long we have looked 
to :.onll·one else to solve our 
ent'rgy problems," sa1d Bush 
" But wt· must never forget the 
lesson of lht· 70's. We can't let 
third world nations control our 
countr) through otl prll"IDg 

Bush ,tlso said that VI idwcst 
farmers shouldn t forget the fact 
that eastern t; S politicians 
don 't understand agriculture 

When agrtculture is 1n hard 
ttmes. the country tsn't far 
behind he s.tid " Agnculture 
is the source ol new wealth . Far­
mers work with the soil and 
'~ ater to create nt'w w('alth and 
the basis for that wealth IS the 
land. umber ;md oceans 

At NWMSll. a Sl'hool of 5,000 
students Bush sa1d university 
lt.'aders began to realile in the 
late 1970's that energy costs 
w('re c-tusing a cnucal lmanctal 
problem for the st•hool A com­
mittee was established to find an 
<alternate energy ~ystem 

The committee looked at coaf: 
but had conct'rn!' over htgh sul­
fur M issour1 coal and the poten­
tial ac1d rain problem and also 
~tudied electricity (nuclear 
power> and natural gas 

When the comittee first looked 
at usmg wood as an energy 
~ource, they looked around their 
region and round mostly poorly 
managed timber areas filled 
with "junk·· trees But while 
looking into the JUnk trees, the 
committee round woodchips . 
Woodchips from JUnk trees had 
the potential to lower the univer­
~lty ·s energy bill while creating 
numerous jobs in the local com­
munity 

Research 1nto heat1ng 
systems to utilize wood con­
tinued along with a renewed in­
terest m woodland management 
said Bush '·once we got into 
woodland management we wan­
ted to find a feasible way for fa{~, 
mers to manage their Umbel-.· 
without cost to the farmer, " sa1d <: 
Bush Bush went on to say that ' 
they came up with three basic 
plans for woodland manage 
ment giv1ng a farmer or 
woodland owner 1mmediate 
cash£low, intermedMte return 
and long-term return 

By going into a limber with a 
professional forester ~nd cuttmg 
out JUnk trees for woodchips 
''1 hich created 1m:nediate 
cash£low). a new vigorous tree 
was created Bush said by open 
mg the canopy every few years 
trees were able to grow faster 
and becomt: more valuable 

The long-term benefit wtll be 
saw logs and veneer logs worth 
up to $4.000 apiece. 

Bush and his team uses a 
hydraulic three-wheeled vehicle 
to sheer up to 16-inch diameter 
trees 

Thl· intermcdtatl' ttmber 
management plan Bush and his 
team came up wtth w a!> planting 
different vanettes of soft paple, 
poplar elm and locust har 
'estable 10 six to 10 years In 
that length of tune we will have 
1 mcc s11ed log for makmg 

woodch1ps or burning m home 
heating umts. · said Bush 'At 
the same ttme we have es 
tablished excellent wildlife 
habitat 

But there is even a shorter 
payb<tck for woodland manage 
ment the NW\ISU comm1ttee 
discovered Rel'e<trch is well un 
den1 ay for \1 hat Bush calls 
"woodgrass " un mcredibly fast 
growmg Siberi<an Poplar tree 
'A lot of foresters have trouble 

with this tree ·· said Bush "and 

our research is far from com 
plete. But we are very much en­
couraged by what we have seen 
so far ·· 

Woodgrass or the Siber ian 
Poplar tree, is planted In high 
concentrations (from 50,000· 
80,000 trees per acre in the 
Midwest to 150,000 trees per acre 
in Oregon where rain Is more 
plenuful) and harvested every 
eight to 10 months 

·'There are several tremen­
dous aspects to this tree," he 
said "First of all, a farmer can 
cut this tree any time of the 
year He can gain a cash crop 
each year but tsn 't bound to a fall 

harvest. The tree grows back 
from its own stump and 
probably needs replanted every 
15 years or so It grows well on 
ma r ginal land. can b e 
mechamcally planted and har­
vested with existing equipment 
and will yield 40 to 50 wet tons 
per year. It also cuts soil losses 
on marginal ground to I to 11.\ 
tons per acre." 

Bush added that the trees do 
not produce c1 berry or seed like 
Multiflora Rose, making it easy 
to control Another positive 
aspect or the tree is its conver­
sion into methane gas He said 
research has shown it has the 

h1ghest methane conversion 
rate of any biomo~ss product 

"A crop like woodgrass places 
the Carmer in the energy harvest 
business. rather than in the 
commodity market," said Bush 
"It could give a farmer greater 
flexibility and diversity in 
production 

"What we're talking about i~ 
planning for a reasonable 
system for our children to sur­
vive,'' he said "The bottom line 
IS figuring out how to survive in 
our environment without 
destroying it or it destroying 
us." 



Public meeting set for 
Soap Creel{ watershed 

A public me•e•tin!( on Soap 
Crce•k watershed ''til be hl'ld 
;\Ia) 7 at the Blake·~burg Com­
mumt' Building Tht• put po-.e of 
the• nwl·tmg ts to ohtam pubhc 
comment and to e:-.plo:un plann­
tn!( procedures 

Soap Creek wate•rshed is 
.lllthot tzed by the Watershed 
Protection and Flood Preven­
t ton .\ct ( P L . 566) So;tp Creek 
\\ .ttt•rshcd con,ists of 161,955 
ucrt'-" and i~ loc.ttcd m Ap­
Jlanoosc, Dan~ . 1\lonroc and 
\\' .tpello countie~ 

ProhiL·ms in Soap Creek 
"atcrshcd include cropland, 
floodut!( bottom land scouring 
and 1 u,td ,md bndge damage 
Proposed prOJect measures in­
cludL• llood c·ontrol s tructures, 
grade• stahthlatton structures 
and Sl'tltml•nt and water control 
drains 

Spetiahsts !rom the Sotl Con 
senation Sen·tce and the Iowa 
Con,t•n .tt ion Commission "'ill 
be ,tt the nH•etmg. Followtng the 
met•ttng thts group and in 
tefl'!o>ted Clti/CilS will tOUr the 

5 ~0 st ( 

THIRD ANNUl 
OR'S VOLUNTEI 

Volunteer's award 
Governor Terry Bra nstad presents Melissa DeMoss with 

the Governor's Volunteer Award for her work as a Monroe 
County Soil Conservation Service volunteer. Melissa was in 
volved with a telephone campaign contacting farmers about 
the use of minimum and no-till farming. 

watershed 
The group wtll then conduct a 

scoptng meet mg. They will 
determine which issues are to be 
studied. the intensity of each 
study. and who will stud) them 

Individuals <Jnd groups that 
have comments regarding this 
proJ ect may present them to the 
envtronmental ev .. iluation team 
on \ta} 7 You m<ty also matl 
them to SCS District Conser­
~ationist John f'ned en at 148 
Second Ave West, Albia, Iowa 
or call 515-932-5076 

scs 
50 y 

celebrates 
__,ars of • servtce • 

April 27 1985 marked the 
Golden Ann1versary of the Soil 
Conservation Service-a mile­
stone in a voluntary conserva­
tion movement that has involved 
more than two million farmers 
ranchers and other land users 

·scs can be proud of what it 
has done." said Peter Myers, 
chief or the agency " It has 
helped to reduce soil eros1on. 
conserve water, reduce flooding 
1mprove rangeland and protect 
other natural resources Today, 
two out of every Ctve acres or 
farmland are adequately 
protected agamst soil erosion ' 

In the Monroe County Soil 
Conservation Distnct, more 
than 694 far mers are 
cooperators with the district 
" Our farmers have steadily ap­
plied the more expensive prac­
tices like terraces and ponds, 
and they've also picked up on 
the management practices like 
conservation tillage and no 
till," said John Frieden. Distnct 
Conservation ist for SCS 
Nationwide, farmers used con­
servation tillage on 29 percent of 
the cropland In 1984. The £igure 
is 24 percent 10 Monroe County 

" I'd be the first to say that we 
have a long way to go yet m 
gettmg so1l losses tn the count 
under control," sa1d Freid en 
" But I also think we need to pay 
tribute to the farmers who have 
done that JOb, or most of it, on 

their land " Frieden also feels 
the unique local, state and 
federal partnership in soli con­
servation has promoted soli con­
servation in Iowa "More than 
ever as we look to the next 50 
years tt will take a team ef­
fort he said 

Everyone in the United States 
h<Js benefited from the protec­
tion or soil producth ity and a 
c leaner environ ment, said 
Myers " It's time ror celebra­
tion as we observe 50 years of 
soil conservatoin and it 's time 
for renewed commitment as we 
look ahead · 



Multi-flora 
rose checks 
are ready 

Multi-flora rose <'hecks can 
now be picked up at the :\lonroe 
County Soil Conservation Ser 
vice oCCice In Albia The money 
will be used to control the spread 
or multi-Ciora rose in the county 

The SCS a lso has money avail­
able for soil consen ation 1~ork 
this summer and Call Farmers 
with possible projects are e n­
couraged to visit with SCS per­
sonnel and h.1ve them do a cost 
estimate 

Accordtng to Distract 
Conservationist John Fneden. 
50 percent cost-shure money is 
avaiJ,lble for projects which m­
clude terracl's, erosiOn control 
pond s, diversions , grassed 
waterways, pasture and hay­
land planting, cratical area 
planting, field windbre a ks , 
grass strip!' underground , 
outlet' and water and sediment 
control basin~ 

Tho~e practtces oil requirt• a 
20-year matntenance •• gree 
ment 

' Fraeden &atd that in "'''rt 
moving work :ouch a!' terracl'S r 
sediment b.tsin~. fields dot 
ha1 e tube completely dtstur\,1 
He said the pruJel'l cun I 
workl'd so thut fil'ld~ .1re dt ~11 
to tnsure thl' le<tst amounl 1 
disruption 1 

I 
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No-till funds Tor 1986 available 
. Farmers interested in no 

tilling their crops this spring are 
urged to sign up for a no-till pay­
ment by Jan 22 at the Monroe 
County Soil CQ_nservation Dis­
trict OCCice in Albta 

m131t have their fund requests 
supmltted by Jan 27 m order to 
r qeeJve an allocation from the 
s~te 

In addition to no-till. farmers 
planning spring construction of 
terraces a nd ponds a r e also 
urged to apply for the spectal 
funds These practices are eligi­
ble for 50 percent cost-share 
assistance For further informa­
tion. please s lop by the office or 
call 932 5076 

Fields qualifying for the pay­
ment can earn up to $10 per acre 
With a 40-acre m<llomum per 
applicant Spectal state funds 
are being made available to Soil 
Conservation distrtNs over the 
ent1re state but each district 

;) - I J - J'(.:, 

Conservation Reserve 
sign-up March 3-14 

~1onroe Count\ farmH~ can 
start signmg up for tht• new 
Conservation Reserve Program 
CCRPl. :\1arch .1-14, howc,:er, 
planntng should begin now 
Monroe County h11s about 90,000 
acres that "ould bl' eligible Cor 
the long-term-me<.~sure to idle 
cropland The l.•hd will be 
seeded to gr.1ss or planted to 
t r ee!: and kept out or crop 
production for 10 yc<~r~ 

In return for taking land out or 
production, the go\'ernml•nt 11 ill 
pay an annual fel' and ns~ist 
with half or the establishment 
costs The rt•ntal fee wall be 
determmt>rl "" 1 hut has is If this 
idea appeals to you, sturt 
planning toda1· 

First you will need to knoll' af 
your land wall qualtfy and which 
parcels ~·ou 11 ant to htd into the 
CRP Generally cropland thut IS 
tn classes \'1, \'II and \'Ill 
Csteepi<Jndsl and cropland that 
IS m classes II through \' &nd 
that •~ eroding .11 thn•e tlmt.'llthe 

tolerable r<~te 1s eligible The 
Sot! Conserv<~lion Service can 
help you determine "hich lands 
are ehgtble 
~ext you'll need to know what 

pnce to btd In order to make the 
r R_P "orth1~ htle Io" a State 
Umversuy economi~t William 
F.dw ards has put together a 
"orkshect to ht>lp you determme 
11 break-even price Your local 
l'~tenston service has those and 
''Ill be able to work the work 
~heel with vou 

The benefits from the CRP 
progrum include reduced ~otl 
and water eroston, Improved 
water qualtty and some 
guaranteed inl·ome for the next 
10 years ocr land that previou~ly 
R<~l'e variable yield If enough 
people sign into the program it 
11 til Improve grain prices by 
lowenng the supply For morl' 
mformatlon about thc Consl'r· 
1'3tlon Hesent• Program con. 
t.tcl the ASCS ufhce 

- ) 
' 
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Warn of sodbuster and 
swamphuster provisions 

• 

Farmer' planntng to plant 
corn or soybeans this spring on 
highly erodtble grassland or 
woodland rna} want to recon­
sider. USDA ofCicials say 

They nl~o c<Jutlon farmers 
who plan tu drain wetlands Cor 
crop production 

The renson the 1985 Farm 
Btll included sodbuster'' and 
"swampbuster" provisions that 
could make a Carmer Ineligible 
for other l SDA benefits for 1986 
and future years tC he converts 
wetlands or highly erodible 
grassland or woodland to 
cropland 

"T he sodbuster and 
swampbuster provision~ of the 

Farm Bill went into effect last 
Dec 23, when the Presiden• 
signed the bill Into law as the 
Food Security Acto[ 1985." says 
Mike Nethery, Stale Conser­
vationist lor the Soli Conserva­
tion Servace in Iowa 

There hasn't been mu ch 
publicity about the details of 
how the provisions will be ad­
minastered because USDA has 
been struggling to get reed 
grain conservation reserve, and 
other programs runnang,' · 
Nethery says 

"They just haven ' t been able 
to get the rules in place But the 
law is there, and anyone who 
converts highly erodible land or 
wetlands to cropland after Dec 
23, 1985, could be subject to for 
felting USDA program benerlts 
for 1986 and beyond," he adds 

However. if the highly erodi 
ble land is farmed under a soil 
conservation plan and soil losses 
are adequately controlled the 
farmer would be eligible for 
other USDA programs 

Nethery says detailed USDA 
rules and regulations on the 
provisions should be published 
by mid-May ·Since we don't 
know the rules, such as the exact 
definition of highly erodible 
land. we can't give spectflc in­
formation to a farmer on what 
would make him lneligtble for 
bene £Its under the law," he says 

But farmers need to know 
the law is in effect, and that they 
cannot expect to get USDA 
benefits tC they carelessly break 
out established vegetative cover 
such a!. pastures, grassland, 
shrubs or trees Cor corn, soy­
beJn• or other annual crops 
Nethl'ry soys 

lit• encourages formers who 
are considering convertmg 
steep land or wetlands from 
grass to rowcrops to contact 
their local Soil Conservation 
Sen tee offac • 
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SOil progra m could become 
With the good posstbihtr of a 

ne'' long-term Conserntllon 
Reserve program much like the 
Soil Bank of the early 1960s 
passing Congress, the Monroe 
County Agriculture Stabiliza­
tion and Con~ervation Service 
<ASCS> and Soil ConservatiOn 
Serv1ce are alerting farmers 
and encouraging them to get 
preliminary work done 

John Frieden, Monroe County 
District soil conservationist and 
Mtke Stenerson Monroe County 
ASCS director. will be working 
jointly 1f and when the Conser­
vation Reserve program is 
passed by Congress. 

The program calls for farmers 
to take ·'highly erodible ' land 
out of crop production for a 10-
year per1od and plant it with 
soil-conserving grasses or trees 
The cost of the program is being 

Vol. 122 No. 50 

estimated at $11 billion to take 25 
million acres out of production 

Payments to farmers would 
be made on an annual basis and 
farmers would b1d land into the 
program, as they did with the 
Pavment-in- Kind program 

The big d1fference in th1s 
program as opposed to 
programs of set-as1de acres in 
t he past 18 that la nd which 
qualifies must be approved by 
t he ASCS The ASCS will use the 
Soil Conservation Service to 
determine " h1ghly erodible" 
land 

The bill i~ still being debated 
and such t hmgs c1s grazing 
rights, harvest of grass crops, 
types of vegetation and others 
have not been established 

However , Frieden and Stener­
son have been told by t heir 
superiors that the bill will, in all 

• 
I 

likelihood, pass and be Im­
plemented sometime th1s win­
ter. perhap~ m late fcbruar)- or 
earl} March ' 

Stenerson said the bill bemg 
debated calls for a payment 
limit of $50,000 per farmer and 
that the payment for t~e Conser­
vation Reserve wtll have 
nothing to do with ny other 
ASCS programs 

"This is a very positive soil 
conservatiOn effor1. · · said 
Frieden If the bill1s passed as 
it is bemg discussed now. far­
mers w11l be able to use the 
reserve on their most erodible 
land We will be ablr to set up 
strip-cropping and contour­
farming programs to make the 
best use of their best land and 
control erosion on thur poorer 
land." 

The first step in preparing for 

• 

the lmplementiltion or the Con­
sen·allon Reserve at the local 
level was to hold a task force 
meeting That meeting, held 
Dec 4, identified suppliers of 
grass-legume seeds and nursery 
stock, developed a list of sup­
pliers or seeding and tree 
planting equipment and es­
tablished estimates of the num­
ber of sign -up contracts and 
acres likely to be i n the 
program-around 400 in Monroe 
County 

Tht> met'ttng also estimated 
the number tota acres m the 
county that meet the erosion 
eritcria ard began developmg 
strategies on how to inform 
landusers on the Conservation 
Reserve 

Frieden sa1d between 25,000 
and 30,000 acres in Monroe 
County will be eligible, which 

-

would account for 25 percent of 
the cropland in the county 

One of the mam problems 
faced by Fr ieden and Stenerson 
is to put together a sign-up 
program in a relatively short 
time once the b11l is passed For 
this re.1son. they are enc un,., 
ing farmers to beg ...... oiJIO 

the ASCS and SCS of11ces no\' to 
start identifying land that \.\ 111 
qualify under the program. 

"We're lookmg at a 10-dny 
s1gn up penod somet1me 111 late 
February or March, and there s 
no way we'll be <Able to -ffec 
lively deal with our farmer' 
unless most of the work in iden­
tifymg their highly erodible land 
has been completed saul 
Stenerson 

In order to provide assistance 
to farmers for determ1111ng 
highly erodible land, the Soil 

Albia, Iowa 52531 T hursda}. necemher 12, 1985 
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Good conservation reserve plan 
If the Congress ever gets around to 

passing the 1986 Farm Bill, there is a 
part of the bill which contains perhaps 
the most positive conservation legis­
lation tn the past 20 years 

The Conservation Reserve is still be­
"ing discussed , as is the rest of the 
Farm Bill, but most people familiar 
with politics in the nation's capital feel 
it will pass 

Basically the bill allows farmers to 
be paid for setting aside cropland - no 
new idea . But the exciting part of the 
program is in the identification of what 
land is placed in reserve and the length 
of time it is set aside. 

The program calls for the local Soil 
Conservation Service to determine 
" highly erodible" land using a stan-

dard equation The SCS will also be 
used to help farmers establish conser­
vation plans using the Conservation 
Reserve to take the most highly erodi­
ble land out of production , while letting 
fa rmers make the best use of their 
most highly productive and least 
erodible land. 

If the reserve works as it should, we 
will see strip cropping across the na­
tion, new contour practices, hills plan­
ted back to grasslands and new wood­
lands growing 

The idea behind the program is not 
only to take cropland out of production, 
but to protect marginal soils for an ex­
tended period- 10 years- while im­
proving that marginal land with grass 
and tree plantings . The idea that a far-

mer could take land out of production, 
get paid for it, then turn around and 
place that land in a forest reserve and 
receive a property tax break has to be 
appealing. There are other provisions 
of the program being talked about that 
would allow a farmer to make use of 
forage crops off the reserve land. That 
would be a benefit to Southern Iowa 
farmers . 

The program would also benefit 
wildlife conservation efforts as well as 
help control agriculture runoff, im­
prove water quality and cut down on 
s heet and rill erosion , aside from 
cutting grain surpluses. 

The program looks good. Let's hope 
the Congress passes it and our nation' s 
farmers take full advantage of it. 

"' !JuLiflll' . '--..:"'-----~- ~--------------~~------~ -.:.~ ..... ·----:.!'l~lf.;r.:.l_._,~'-~1 f- ''""- Y-n~n ~---
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Soil conservationists fear loss of identity, 
threat to programs in state reorganization 
By Dale Johnson 

Iowa's soil conservation lead­
ers at the state and co1mty levels 
came out strongly last week op­
posing reorganization of the 
Iowa Department of Soil Con­
servation into a department of 
natuntl resources. 

Firm positions were taken on 
the issue by the eight-member 
state soil conservation commit­
tee, which oversees Iowa's con­
servation effort and cost-share 
funds, and the Iowa Associa­
tion of Soil Conservation Dis­
trict Commissioners. 

"If we get shoved into a big 
agency, we'll get buried," stated 
John Miller of Cedar Falls, 
chairman of the state soil 
conservation committee. 

Iowa Gov. Thrry Branstad has 
proposed that the department 
be reorganized within the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture. 
However, others would like to 
see conservation aligned in a de­
partment of natural resources 
with the Iowa Department of 
Water, Air and Waste Manage­
ment, the Iowa Geological Sur­
vey and the Iowa Conservation 
Commission. 

"It's a difficult issue because 
soil conservation programs are 
people-to-pecple programs. You 
don't put soil conservation on 
the land with computers or mir­
rors," said Jim Gulliford, direc­
tor of the department. 

"Also, 1t seems like everytime 
we tum around. our (vorkload is 
increasing. Just look at the farm 
program with the soil conserva­
tion reserve and sodbuster 
provisions. Now is not the time 
to reduce our staff," he said. 
The staff consists of about 25 
employees in Des Moines, .plus 
70 technicians and 101 clerks in 
field offices. 

The fear is that conservation 
staff would be easy targets for 

employee reductions and pro­
gram areas to cut funds. 

Linda Bindner of Marcus, 
secretary of the 500-member 
district conuruss1oners' associa­
tion, agreed the department 
needs its own identity. The 
group adopted a position state­
ment during its annual short 
course for district commis­
sioners in Ames last week. 

Effective operation 
"We've worked hard to keep 

a strearnlin~ cost-effectJve pro­
gram going," he added. The 
department has a $13.5 million 
budget, 58.5 million of which is 
used to cost-share with farm 
operators and owners in estab­
lishing permanent conservation 
practices. Administrative costs, 
he said, are 5 percent of the 
budget. 

Already, the Iowa Soil 2000 
program, launched with great 
fanfare in 1980, is underfunded 
and threatened by budget cuts, 
Gulliford said. The program is 
aimed at getting folders con­
taining soil losses on each farm 
to landowners. Individualized 
plans to stop excessive erosion 
are then prepared. 

"One of its goals was to work 
with absentee landlords in get­
ting conservation on the land," 
he said. " I'm pleased to see 
these out-of-state people send­
ing money to low-> to do conser· 
vation work." 

Gulliford said that less than 
10 percent of the $8.5 million in 
cost-share funds goes to absen­
tee landlords, ~'l saving $2 
million by making them ineligi­
ble is untrue. 

Ag department 
However, preserving the de­

partment as a separate entity 
may be difficult. If it must re­
organize, the state comm1ttee 
and local officials feel it should 

Des Moines site for 
first national direct . 
ag marketing conference 

"The great exchange," the 
first full-scale national confer­
ence for direct marketing, is 
scheduled for March 12-14 at 
the Des Moines Convention 
Center in Des Moines. 

Conference attendees will 
have the opportunity to meet 
with direct marketers and pro­
gram coordinators from across 
the nation and review programs 
that other states have imple­
mented to encourage the direct 
marketing of agricultural 
products. 

"The great exchange" will 
feature a series of informative 
seminars and workshops. 

Sessions will include: iden­
tifying market opportunities 
and determining regional de-

' mands, resouroe~ -to aid• fiireet• · 

markets, intrgratiug direct mar­
keting into agriculture, produc­
tion scheduling for direct mar­
keting, sales to retail buyers and 
institutional markets and exam­
ples of successful farmers' 
markets, roadside stands, U­
pick operations and farm trails. 

"The great exchange" is de­
signed for individuals involved 
in program development on a 
regional or state basis through 
state government, trade associa­
tions and grower interest 
groups. 

Further informat1on about 
the program, registration and 
the trade show is available from: 
National Direct Marketing 
Conference, Iowa Department 
of Agriculture, Wallace Build­
ing, Des Moines, IA 50319, 

•phone 6H .. UW.e4%!h · • · 

This map shows the 36 soli conservation districts which will be affected by state budget reductions. 
The shaded counties will have th&lr staff positions cut to three-fourths time. Woodbury county will lose 
one full-time employee. 

be put in with the Iowa Depart­
ment of Agriculture. 

Farm Bureau supports such a 
move if the department cannot 
retain its Identity and structure, 
said Dick Harris, IFBF director 
of public policy. 

"Reducing soil losse5 to 'T' 
(levels of allowable soil losses) 
is an ag objective and activity, 
not fish and wildlife," Gulliford 
said. He also points to the Iowa 
Code, which charges farmers 
wnh protecting their land 
against erosion and that is why 
the department exists. 

n.ndner said the association 
wants soil conservation within 
a unit of government "respon-

Beef royalty 

sive to the people affected by 
soil and water conservation pro­
grams Landowners and 
farmers more readily will accept 
policies and programs that are 
a part of a division of the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture." 

The state conservation com­
mittee also wants to maintain 
the current n'Jmber of field per· 
sonnet during the downsizing of 
Iowa government, as well as 
funding for con~ervauon pro­
grams, comervancy districts 
and mine and mineral activities. 

Field reductions 
Gulliford said the threat of 

staff reductions is already real. 

An ordered 3.85 percent budget 
cut means the department 
would have to cut $520,000, or 
10 full-time employees. The 
state committee last week ap­
proved a contingency plan to 
meet that goal, but that plan 
will not be activated unless the 
Legislature refuses to appro­
priate funds for staff 

Should that occur, clerks and 
technicians in 36 soil conserva­
tion districts will have their 
hours and pay reduced by one­
fourth, Gulliford said. Wood­
bury would lose one employee. 
The districts were selected ba:;ed 
upon several factors, including 
conservation needs. 

Kendra Schweer of Readlyn (center) was named 1986 Iowa beef queen In coronation ceremonies al 
the Iowa Cattlemen's Association convention In Des Moines Jan. 21 . Schweer Is the daughter of Ron 
and Shirley Schweer. Crowned as th& two 1986 Iowa beef princesses were Venessa Kuhlmann (right) 
and Patty Huegerlch (left). Kuhlmann is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kuhlmann of Charter Oak 
and Huegerlch Is the daughter of Marvin and Betty Huegerlch of Carroll. The newly-crowned queen and 
princesses will promote the Image of Iowa beef and the cattle Industry in Iowa and throughout the na· 
lion. - Photo by Darryl Jahn. 
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Iowa Conservation Reserve Sign up 
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·-" Six million acres in state 
designated highly erodible·;: 
s OIL 
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Con tmued /TOm Page One : • 
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major multi-year cropland retirement program to be made avaalable in.:: 
eraJ years. ProVISions establishing the reserve were a part or the 1985 farm • 

lo 
CliD 

Iowa, seveo counties received 100 or more bids They are Van Buren (16t.J_ • _ 
ton (126). Keokuk (1251, Wayne (1241 Jackson (1181 Clayton (109) and';. 

oodbury (100). w 
w oodbury County farmers offered to idle the most land 12,847 acres 

Wa yne County was second with 12,394 acres, while Van Buren was an third wath-
7 acres. 12,24 

Tb 
th 

e smallest number of farmer bids came in Grundy County, where only , 
ree were submitted Other counties with fewer than 10 bids were O'Brien (4);' · ' 

Oaceola (5); Humboldt (1) . Floyd, Black Hawk and Story, all with eighl bids, • • 
folio wed by Buchanan, with nine. The smallest amount of acreage was an O'Bri- • • 

wbere only 60 acres was submitted, followed by Humboldt, with 67 acres. •· 
wa Jed the Com Belt States ln total bids submitted, with 4,235 Mis.~oura led• . • 
e amount of land offered 316,154 acres, followed by Iowa with 287,817 

en, 
lo 

I.Dth 

• cres. Here are :he bids (or some other major farm stat~ Minnesota - 3,303 
274,000 acres; Nebraska 2.15S bids. 226.515 acres; DlmoiS - 2,618 bids, • • bids, 

21~. 700 acres; Kansas 2,100 bids. 174,000 acres. and Indiana - I 481 bads, • • 
11 ,jOG acres. • 

AI 
cep 

ter the U.S. Department or Agriculture determines which bids will be 'IC- · 
ted, a second round of bids wlll be accepted with a new enrollment period for 

nners and land-()wners by early summer Annual enrollments will be held 
ugh 1990 lo this program. with a goal of removing 40 mill ion to 45 mllhon 

fa 
thro 
acr es of erodible cropland from production. 
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Conservation reserve 
sign-up ·begins • In 

By DAVE PAXTON 
Monroe County District Soil 

Conservationist John Frieden 
won't mask his excitement Cor 
the new ~oil conservation 
reserve program He voices the 
vaews of conservationists and 
most farm groups In calling the 
ne\\ program •·landmark 
legaslatton · · 

'The program does two very 
important things." he said Wed­
nesday, one day mto the two­
week sign-up period. "First, it 
takes the most highly erodible 
ground out of production Cor an 
extended period of time If we 
get the kind of participation ex­
pected nationwide. the soil that 
will be saved could fill rail cars 
circling the earth three times 

"The second thing it does is 
gt\'e farmers a 10- year guaran­
teed income. The land which wall 
be taken out or production as low 
producing anyway There Is no 
guarantee like at in 
agnculturc. Fnl·den added 

Frieden is also convinced thas 
program, unlike others that 
ha\'e been used could benefit 
southern Iowa farmers as much 
or more than farmers In other 
parts or the state 

"Because or our soil types and 
the kind of rolling land we have 
down here. a great percentage 
of our at·res will be ehgable Cor 
the reserve program," he said 
"The possibility exists here Cor a 
fao-mer to put his entire farm in 
the re~cn·e and earn the max­
amum $50 000 per ye<~r pay 
ment." 

The catch to the program is 
the Carmer putting together a 
bad that wall make ham at least 
break even and hopefully make 
a profit on the reserve ·'It de­
pends on a farmer's land pay­
ments, ansurance costs. mterest 
and so forth," Frieden satd . 

...... ...J 

"The Extension Service Is 
providing farmers with a 
worksheet to establish an 
economic assessment of the land 
they hope to put in the reserve 
The worksheet should help them 
get an adea or what the bottom 
line payment they need to cover 
their costs is and then submit a 
bid for to make the reserve 
profitable " 

Bads will be accepted or rejec­
ted on the basis or other bids m a 
particular area However, even 
If a bid Is rejected. a Carmer can 
re-submit a bid about every 
three or four months over a 
three-year sign-up period. 

"The Carmer must realize he 
has to submit a bid he is willing 
to live with for to years," said 
Frieden 

Not any piece of land will be 
eligible for the reserve That as 
where the Soil Conservation Ser 
vice and Agricultural Stabiliza­
tion and Con~ervation Service 
(ASCS> will become actively in· 
volved 

The ASCS will first determine 
the cropping history of a certain 
field or farm During the period 
of time between 1981 and 1985, 
the field had to have been crop­
ped two out of the five years. 

Arter that, the SCS will go to 
work to determine If the ground 
as considered highly erodible 
The SCS .;ill use soil classafica­
uons from the lutest Soil Survey 
to make the determination 

All <otl types are cla~slfled ac­
cordmg to suataballty for ro~ 
crop particularly corn The 
higher the rating, the more 
suitable the ~oil •~ to pl•rmanent 
pasture, hay ground. woodlands, 
etc The lower the number the 
beth·r the ground is for ratsmg 
corn soybeans and other row 
crop 

Onlv soli classes 6·8 are being 

county 
considered for highly erodible 
classification. unless the soli 
loss in a particular field contain­
Ing class 2-4 soil is three times 
the tolerable soli loss 

The ''T'' factor or tolerable 
soil loss factor is based on the 
loss or soil in tons per acre 
Those losses range from two to 
rave tons per acre, so soil classes 
in the two to four range would 
have to be losing four to 15 tons 
per acre per year to qualify 

Because mo~t individual £ields 
contaan more than one soil type, 
two thirds of the fields must 
meet the requirements to be 
c-on~idered highly erodible and 
eligible Cor the reserve 

There Is no limit to the num­
ber of acres any one farmer can 
place in the reserve, but a far­
mer cannot receive more than 
$50,000 each year 

Once a bid is submitted and 
nc~"cpted, the farmer signs the 
contre~"t .tnd the SCS will 
develop a 10-year conservation 
plan that the farmer must 
follow The plan will be for the 
reserve land only and will In­
clude stipulations on types of 
seedang and exclusion of 
livestock The SCS will verify 
the c,tabllshment or the seeding 
to the ASCS <~nd the ASCS will 
ensure compliance 

Frieden satd In seeding down 
and in reserve, a Carmer will 
have a chotec of nattve grasses. 
cool season grasses or trees. 

A farmer cannot harvest any 
part of the land In reserve for 
the 10-year period but he could 
lease the land Cor hunting pur­
poses 

The sign up pertod for the 
conservation reserve is March 
3-14 All bads must be received 
by the SCS by 5 p m Friday, 
March 14 regardle!>s of 
postmark. 

L 

Soil banquet 
Monday night 
at Trinity 

The Monroe County Soil 
Conservation District Ba nquet 
will be held Monday, March 31, 
at 6:30 p m. at the Trinity United 
Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall 

Awards will be given Cor art 
posters and conservation far­
mers In Monro~ County James 
Kersten from Iowa Develop­
ment Commissaon will be the 
speaker. Music will be provided 
by the Alpha & Omega Singers 
women s octet 

Tickets at $4 may be 
purchased at the district office, 
14-B Second Ave W Albia, or 
from the following com­
missioners Ollie Kaldenberg, 
Bob McGinnis, Albert Etcher 
John Luwless and Mike Beary 
assistant commassioners Mar­
dyll Albertson, Orlo DeBruin, 
Eel \1 Rhoney. Steve Crall, Lloyd 
ClarJ.; Rily Vance. Bob Putnam 
and DeWayne Johnson 

Multi-flora rose 
cost-share 
deadline nears 

John Koffman, chairman of 
the Monroe County Multi-Flora 
Rose Committee. reminds all 
landowners 10 the county of the 
availability of cost-share funds 
for multi-flora rose control. 

Koffman said sign up Cor the 
funds has been limited and that 
appllcattaons will now be taken 
on a first-come. first-serve 
basts until the funds are spent 
The cost-share rate will bl' 50 
percent of the requested amount 
or chemical All chemical 
receipts must be returned to the 
Soil Conservation District office 
bt:fore June 1. 

If you have any questions con­
cerning the program contact 
the Soil Conservation District 
office at 14B 2nd Ave West or 
call 932-5076 



Soil District A wards 
Recehing the owner-operator award for 1985 was Garon Cady, right. He farms 188 acres 

and has a cow-calf, row crop and hay and pasture operation. He became a coopera tor In 1974 
a nd since then has Implemented a rel!ource management system which includes crop­
meadow rotation, contour farming , conservation tillage and tile-outlet-terrace'!. Also 
receiving the owner-operator award was Don Tlbbal'l, left. He and his family ha' •' a 415-
acre dairy farm and became cooperators In 1979. He uses tile-outlet-terraces, cont •ur far ­
ming and no- till corn and sob yean planting. The nl'w t·ooperator a ward wa'l gh en to John 
Beary, center. He became a cooperator in 1983 and ha'l implemented tile-outlet-terraces, 
no-till and erosion control structures on his 300-acre farm. 

Uotary conservation awards 
The Albia RotaQ Club presented two merit a wards at 

~tonda)·'s soil conservation banquet to two men making 
signlfit·nnt contributions to the soil consenatlon . Dick 
Jame'l, a teacher at the Albia Middle School, has taught 
science for I~ years and Is a tireless advocate of conserva­
tion. His cla!IS Instruction Includes topics such as soil con­
servation, Bald Eagle preservation and acid rain. He Is a lso 
the organizer of the Rathbun Outdoor Education Day . Don 
Bettis, r ight, has assisted the consrrv atlon district In Its 
Erosion Productivity Study. He, along with several other 
farmt>rs, donated land to test the relationship between soil 
loss, c;oll productivity and cons en atlon. 

{l.l,'"J 1 , l 't r~ 

SCS terms 
• set to expire 

The terms of three Monroe 
County Soli Conservation Dis­
trict Commissioners , Bob 
McGinnis of Albi a, Monroe 
Township , Albert Etcher of 
Lovilia , Union Township, and 
Michael Beary of Lovilia, Cedar 
Township, will expire at noon on 
Jan 2, 1987. Successors will be 
elected at the general election 
on Nov. 4 , 1986. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the soil conservation district, 
which Is all of Monroe County in­
cluding cities and towns, Is eligi­
ble for the office of com­
missioner, except that no more 
than one commissioner may be 
a resident of any one township. 
Incumbent commissioners are 
Ollie Kaldenberg of Albia, Troy 
Township and John A Lawless 
of Melrose, Jackson Township ; 
therefore, residents of these 
townships would not be eligible 
for office at this time. 

Prospective candidates seek­
Ing the office of soil conserva­
tion district commissioner must 
file nomination petitions In the 
same manner as for other elec­
tive positions at the general 
election, except that no political 
party is designated. Nomination 
petit ions can be obtained for the 
county auditor. 

These petitions, signed by 25 
eligible electors, must be filed 
wrth the county auditor at the 
Monroe County Courthouse no 
later than 5 p.m on Sept. 10, 
1986. 

Individuals elected In Novem­
ber, 1986 will serve a term of six 
years commencing Jan 2, 1987 
Soil Conservation District Com­
missioners serve without salary 
and guide the overall soil a~d 
water conservation program to 
the county. For further Informa­
tion pertaining to the respon­
sibilities of a commissioner, 
contact the Monroe County Con­
servation District office, 148 2nd 
Ave. West, Albia, Iowa - 932-
5076. 
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I Only two bids accepted 

• In reserve progrann 
A program that looked like a 

real benent to Monroe County 
farmrrs. for all practical pur­
posrs has hzzled. The Conserva­
tion reserve program, 
dewloped to take highly erodi­
ble soil out of production, went 
through Its rirst round of bidding 
and only two farms totaUing 132 
acres \\ere accepted. 

The program called Cor land to 
be takt·n out of production for 10 
years, planted to grass or trees 
and then farmers being paid on 
a per acre basis Each farmer 
had to offer a cash bid. 

The highest bid accepted in 
Monroe County was $65 per 
acre rarmers do have a chance 
to bid again, during a two-week 
period in May 

ill JJorthern rowa and a lowea 
price per ~~e In southern Iowa. 
"Some o(tife land types offered 
for the reserve down here would 
have been accepted in northern 
Iowa," he said. 

There were a total of 49 bids 
for 2,401 acres In Monroe County 
Most of the accepted bids 
throughout the state tended to be 
a round lakes and streams where 
water quality and siltation Is a 
concern. said Stenerson. -

Planting time 

Monroe County ASCS Director 
711ike Stenerson said part of the 
reason !iO few farmers had bids 
accepted was due to a change in 
rules midstream . "A lot of far­
mer~ JUst dtdn 't think it was 
worth the hassle to resubmit 
bids " !iatd Stenerson He also 
said btds were accepted on the 
basts of a htgher price per acre 

Jearld Scott, engineering aid for the soli conservation district, pr~ents Scotch pine and 
choke cherry trees to Mary Coram's third grade at Kendall School. 

PoNDS r 
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Middle School winners 
Winning posters from the mlddl:! school were drawn by, from left, row 1, Sarah Marque­

'ion, Debbie Beary and Paige Cosgrove; row 2, Margie McCarty, Tracy Braun and Kelly 
Simmons. 

Poster winners 
Elemenlary soil conservation poster winners were honored Monday night a t the Soli Con ­

servation Banquet. F rom left, row 1, Krls Popson, Sarah Stangl and Emily Olum i row 2, 
Bruce Graham, Mandy Schwartz, Cindy Kendall, Quentin Williamson and Olaf Peterson . 

~ cr, l 'tr~o 

Soil Conservation 
poster winners 

OUCKS DEPEND i)Ji 
FARIWIEn~ 

Overall winners 
The two top soil conservation award prizes went to Mark 

Lahart, right, and Stacy Grimes. 
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, Soil Conservation Reserve 
enters new sign-up period 

Another round In the Soil Con­
servation Reserve sign-up Is 
now fn progress according to the 
district soil conservation office 
in Albia 

According to District Conser­
vationist John Frieden, ceiling 
bids are coming In right around 
$70 per acre "This is a very 
reasonable amount of money to 
receive over a 10-year period on 
land that is considered highly 
erodible." said Frieden 

Frieden said one of the con­
cerns of farmers is that if they 
enter the reserve, they will lose 
corn base acres "They' re right 
in a way "said Frieden, "but by 

1990, when the Sodbuster and 
Swampbuster regulations go 
Into effect, almost 75 percent of 
Monroe County cropground will 
be affected and farmers will lose 
corn base acres anyway " 

Under the reserve, a farmer 
must seed down land or plant it 
in trees for a 10-year period The 
only monetary benefit, other 
than the accepted per acre pay­
ment, he can derive is renting a 
for hunting purposes 

Anyone Interested 1n the 
reserve should contact the soil 
conservation district office in 
Albia 

~ 1 , l H'(,., 

Attractive CRP rules 
m ay be nefi t Iowa f arms 

The next sign-up period for 
the 10-year soil Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) has 
been set for Aug 4-15 at county 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS) 
offices This sign-up is a con­
tinuation of 1987 contract bids 

According to Stephen 
Barnhart. Iowa State University 
Extension agronomist, much 
more Iowa cropland is poten­
tially eligible during this period 
due to some newly revised 
eligibility rules. 

A Soil Coonservation Service 
(SCS) representative will 
evaluate the land capability 
class and calculate the average 
soil loss during the crop years 
1981 to 1985 as m the previous 
sign-ups, how ever, lower 
average soil loss limits and ex­
isting gully erosion will now also 
be considered 1n determining 
field eligibility 

As an the past. fields are 
potentially eligible if I) they 

were cropped two of the years 
1981 to 1985, 2) the land has been 
owned since Jan 1, 1985, and 3) 
in land capability classes VI, 
VII, or VIII or cropland with 
greater than average soil loss 
level of 3.5 T (3.5 times the 
tolerable soil loss limit) 

Fields between 2 T and 3.5 T 
will now be classified 
"questionable" at the ASCS 
desk at signup. If the producer's 
bid Is tentatively accepted by 
ASCS, the SCS will make a field 
determination or final allgibility 
in the questionable cases. 

Bids for fields with greater 
than 3 0 will be taken. Also bids 
will now be taken for fields with 
2 1' or greater average soil loss 
with evidence of permanent or 
temporary gully erosion 

- - . 

$23,000 re mains 
cost-share funds • 1n 

The Monroe County District 
Soil Conservation Commission 
are reminding farmers that 
state cost-share funds for soil 
conservation practices a re now 
available Monroe County has 
about $23,000 In cost-share 
money to distribute 

The money can be used for the 
traditional practices of terrac­
ing and constructing e rosion 
control structures, but money is 
also available for management 
practices. 

The SCS will pay $6 per acre 
for contouring, $15 per acre for 
contour strip cropping, $10 per 
acre for no-till and will pay up to 

50 percent of the cost to establish 
permanent pasture and hay 
ground 

"A farmer can combine prac­
tices such as no-till and contour 
str ip cropping to gain a payment 
of up to $25 per acre in some 
cases," said District Conser­
vationist John Frieden "This is 
a substantial amount consider­
ing today's farm economy " 

Frieden said 30 percent of the 
allocated cost-share funds have 
been set aside for management 
practices or about $7,200 

Farmers should contact the 
Soil Conservallon Service office 
in Albia to sign up 

I: 
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Federal farm subsidies 
tied to soil conservation 

Farmers who want to stay 
eligible for most federal farm 
programs will have to control 
soil eros1on on their highly 
erodible land 

That provision or the Food 
Security Act of 1985. this year 's 
farm bill, is not clearly un­
derstood yet by farmers, say of­
ficials of the U.S. Department of 
Agricul ture (USDA) 

'Soil conservation has been a 
voluntary thing in the past This 
1s the first lime that price sup­
ports, disaster payments, loans , 
crop insurance and other USDA 
programs will be dependent on a 
farmer taking care or his land 
We have a b1g job ahead of us in 
making sure farmers unders­
tand what 's involved," daid 
:\l1ke Nethery, State Conser­
\'allomst for the Soil Conserva_.. 
t ion ServiCe m Iowa 

Some or the provisions are in 
effect now and others are keyed 
to 1990 and 1995 Under the "Sod­
buster'· prov1s1on, farmers who 
apply for next year's farm 
programs must certify that they 
have not broken out highly 
erodible land in order to pro­
duce agricultural commodities 
since Dec. 23, 1985, unless they 
followed a locally approved con­
servation plan Sodbuster ap­
plies to lands where farmers did 
not produce a crop from 1981 
through 1985. 

Under the "Swampbuster" 
rules. they must certify that 
they have not drained or conver­
ted wetlands since that date In 
order to produce crops. 

"T he Sodbuster and 
Swampbuster regulations are In 

effect now, so there are many 
questions orr them But many 
more Monroe County farmers 
are going to be aHected by the 
Conservation Co mpliance 
Provision." said Ollie Kalden­
berg, cha1rman of the Monroe 
County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict. "That provision applies to 
anyone who Is farming highly 
erodible land It says that 
anyone farming highly erodible 
land has until Jan l . 1990 to 
develop and begin to apply a 
conservation plan , and until 
Jan I, 1995. to have 1t fully m ef­
fe ct "· 

SCS estimates that more than 
78 percent of the cropable acres 
of Monroe County are in the 
highly. erodible category In 
Iowa . highly erodible land 
generally is that land with a 
slope steephess of eight percent 
or higher. but some more gently 
slopmg land with long slope is 
also considered highly erodible 
according the Nethery 

The conservation plans will 
require the landowner to reduce 
soil eros1on to "tolerable" levels 
in most cases The tolerable 
levels m Iowa, often referred to 
as "T," are generally from 
three to live tons or soil loss per 
acre per year, depending on soil 
type 

USDA has issued interim rules 
on the conservation provisions 
The rules were published in the 
June 27 Federal Register, and 
were errective on that date 
There is a public comment 
period on the rules that extends 
until Aug 26 

The rules were neooed, SCS 
Chief Wilson Scaling says 
because until now, the govern­
ment has in effect encouraged 
increased soil erosion and loss or 
wetlands by promotin max­
imum prodution through USDA 
farm subsidies. 

" Many farmers have come to 
depend on these pr ice supports 
and other USDA programs 
Some have even come to regard 
the privilege of pa r ticipating m 
them as an absolute right. But 
isn 'I It fair to ask a cer tain level 
or conservation performance in 
return for that privilege? ' Scctl­
mg says. 

SCS and other USDA agencies 
are encouraging farmers to bid 
highly erodible land into the 
conservation reserve, another 
program established by the 1985 
Farm Bill. In that program, lan­
downers a re paid annual rental 
fees by UDSA for converting 
highly erodible cropland to 
grassland or trees. USDA is con­
ducting another slgnup for the 
1987 p r ogram at local 
Agricultural Stabilization ana 
Conservation Service offices 
from Aug. 4-15. 

"We're still working with In­
terim rules, but we want to do 
the best we can to be sure far­
mers understand what's bemg 
required for conservation com­
pliance," Nethery says " We 
know this is coming, and the last 
thing we want is 50,000 farmers 
on our doorstep in 1989, asking 
for a conservation plan so they 
can remain eligible for othe• 
USDA programs " 
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It was no wild "moose" chase when Dave Paxton and Dave Dinneen or the Albia NEWSpaper~ ~taff headed g1 

west on Highway 34 after learning that Maxwell the Moose bad been sighted seven miles wc\t of Albia Thur~day. ra 
Sure enough, Bob Heffron, Bernard Crall, Tim Crall and a few other neighboring farmers wHe waiting in a ni 
four-wheel-drive pickup to take the two photographers to the moose. Minutes before the photographers arrived, p< 
the crew of farmers had been watching the moose from a distance of about SO feel He had moved though, and 
once tbe pickup crested a small hill, the large Minnesota native was within about 100 yards. Unfortunntely, rc 
before tbe pickup could stop and the photographers could get set up, a neighboring German Shepard bounded K 
over a bill and beean to chase Maxwell. The moose bolted, stepped a fence like an Olympic high hurdler and wall c. 
gone into thick timber. Paxton and Dinneen were able to come up witb these somewhat blurred shots of Iowa's fo 
most charming celebri ty. By the way, be's obviously not crossine Lake Rathbun, a\ was earlier reported. or 
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Kaldenberg 
named treasurer 
of soil group 

The Iowa AsSOCIJUOn of So1l 
Conservation D1slrict Commiss1on· 
ers (TASCDC) announccrlthe results 
or lheir clccuon held at lhe 40lh 
Annual Conference on Dec. 1-2. 

Glenn Burrows, Brandon, was 
elected president or lhe as~ocauon. 
He will serve a two-year term. 
Burrows has been acuve in JASCOC 
activiues since 1974 He has held 
posts as a regional director and 
~ecretary 

Ollie Kaldenberg. Albia, was re· 
elrr!W to the position as treasurer of 
JASCOC. Kaldenberg has ser:v~ the 
Monroe District as soil commiSSioner 
for 16 years 

Norm Kading. Casey, was elected 
vice pres1dent; Dan Bruene, Glad· 
brook, was elected as secretary· 

Swear in 

The tASCDC is a non-profit 
voluntary organization which repre· 
sents the mtercsts of soil conservauon 
district commissioners in lhe state of 
Iowa The associauon's primary 
pw-pose is to promote s~il and water 
conservation. Its goal IS to protect 
Iowa's land resource while util_iz.ing ~t 
to full capac1ty without excesstve soil 
loss. 

00 

· · M d during ceremonib in the '\tonroe Count~ Courtroom. 
Six elected county officmls w~re swom m .0~ a~etteJ Scieszin~ki county attorneJ; HelenSinclair,board 

District Court JudgeJam.es ~erou.ns, left, swo~e'" n missio~· Ruth Mor'gan county trcu,urer; Mar) Lou Rine­
or sope"isors; Bob McGmntS, ~il ~obns;[vation ~o:ty Hosp,it.al board. The' ~ix ltere elected to office in NoH:m· 
bart, county recorder; and Bob mit ' onroe o b ceremonies were hospital trustees Sue Delaney nnd 
ber. Other C?unty offici~ elect~d-but u~~~~~~o~~~~d) :m~ Ed Mahone}. Sheriff J;•ck t . Ullkcr "~ aho elected 
Charlene Wil~n and !>Oil commi5:>10nel"!o .• 11 ....... e 
but w~ sworn in when be took office last )Cat. 

Applications 
available for 
rose control 

Fifty percent cost-share 
money is now available a for 
multi-nora rose control at the 
Monroe County Soil Conserva­
tion District ocnce in Albia 

Applications for cost-share 
will be taken on a Clrst come, 
llrst serve basis Approvals will 
be made on a pro-rated basis up 
to 50 percent with a maximum of 
S75 

Only those chemicals listed as 
eHectlve and used as r ecom­
m ended in Iowa State Bulletin 

' PM 863 reprinted May 1983 will 1 be approved All applicants 
must have a current a pplicators 
license for restricted chemicals 

Cost-sharing will be for r e­
imbu r sement of the cost of 
chemicals only 

IASCDC is governed by S 
distnct commissioners who are 
elected by eligible 110ters in theu 
respecuve districts. IA ~C::DC 
provides ass1stance to the mdiV!dual 
districts through ongomg educauonal 
programs and fundraising activities. 
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Soil • • commissioners present 
awards at annual banquet 

The Monroe County District Soil 
Commissioners presented their annu­
al awards for outstanding service to 
conservation Monday night at the 
annual soil conservation banquet. 
The banquet was held at Trinity 
United Methodist Church. 

Children in the Albia Community 
School District were also presented 
awards for competing in lhe annual 
soil conservation poster contest. 

The Albia Rotary Club annually 
presents outstanding service awards 
to individuals working toward soil 
conservation. This year's awards 
went to Larry Bettis and Dorothy 
Flanigan. 

Since 1973, the Monroe County 
Soil Conservation District has been 
giving trees and shrubs to third grade 
students in the Albia school system. 
Over I ,000 trees have been planted in 
the yar~d..JMmsteads or Monroe 
County. Bettis was recognized for his 
efforts in assisting lhe dittrict with 

the program. 
Last year, due to heavy rains, the 

new paving on the east county line 
road was undcrcut and safe passage 
for vehicles on the new road was sen­
ously jcopardi1.ed. 

As a result of the damage, a series 
of meetings took place between the 
county, the Soil Conservation 
Service and Mrs. Aamgan. The result 
was a plan which included several 
soil conservation practices to ~ve the 
road. 

The whole plan hinged on being 
able to implement the pracuces a~ 
needed on Mrs. Flamgan's land. She 
agreed to the plan and lhe counties 
new pavmg was saved. 

District commissioners pre~tcd 
three awards at the banquet. Albin 
Walberg rcce1ved the Owner Award. 
Walberg owns 120 acres in Wayne 
Township. Although retired from 

. farming, Walberg continues his 
concern for the land. Last year he 

began a terrace project that will be 
completed this year, helping protect 
all of his cropland from erosion. 

In addition to the terraces. the 
farmer who rents Walberg's farm 
uses conservation tillage and a 
conservauon cwpping system which 
mcludes the usc of meadow. 

Marvin Kness received the New 
Cooperator Award. Kness owns 170 
acres in Troy Township. Severe 
e•osion problems were present when 
the farm was purchased in 1986. 
Since then, Kness has completely 
terraced the cropland and will be 
constructing an erosion control dam 
this year 

In addition, Kness will be putung 
the farm into a long·terrn \Ceding 
which will include native warm 
season grasses. 

The final award presented went to 
Albert Etcher. Etcher retired as a Soil 
District Commissioner in 1986 after 
serving in that capacity for 20 years. 

• 
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Farm programs 
discussea-"'at 
Tuesday meeting 

The Monroe County Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service (ASCS), Soil Conservation 
Serv1ce (SCS) and Farmers Home 
Administration (FmHA) will ~old an 
informational meeting Tue:;day, Feb. 
16 at 2 p.m. at t.he First Christian 
Church in Albia to discuss various 
federal farm programs. 

FmHA topics of discussiOn will 
include beginnmg farmer loans, guar· 
anteed farm loans and an update on 
loan activity. SCS topics w1ll include 
a filmstrip on t.he Food Secur1ty Act. 
t.he Conservation Reserve Program, 
conservauon compliance and the 
Sodbustcr/Swampbuster act. 

The mam ASCS top1c will be t.he 
1988 Feed Grain Program. 

A TV seed/sprayer 
r rent 
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So&..., --C~:eek watershed 
project gets go-ahead 

rx.plam the proJl'Ct dll<l get public 
comments. 

A plan has been developed that 
proposes 154 small flood control 
dam~ 10 the Soap Creek \\'atrrs~ed 
area. Cost of the project. Y.lu:h 
mvolves parts of Appanoose, Davis, 
Monroe and Wapello ..:ounttes, 1' 
projected at S6 5 m1lhon. 

The Soap Creek Watershr<l Bo:'nl 
and t.he USDA Soil Conservauon 
ServiCe c~umate 800 farms will be 
mvolved, c1ther because :.mall flood 
control danlS arc needed or because 
the fam1s arc being flooded. About 
14 150 acres of land along So;~p 
C~ck arc bemg damaged under 
current conditiOns. 

The Soi 1 Conservation Service and 
the Soap Creek Watershed Board 
mtcnd to carry out the prOJCCt. The 
Wa!cr~hed board 1s 'llade up of t.hc 
Boards of Supervisors and Sotl and 
Water Conscrvauon Districts of the 
four-coUJlty area. 

O..:ta1lcd plann1ng for Soap Creek 
bcg.m about three year ago. ~e 
Wiltcrshrd Board IS cncour,,gmg 
public comment on 1ts dr.tft plan at 
the mrcung, c1thcr m '~nttng or oml­
ly. 
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Funding available for 1..1 H..C,~ 
landowner tree planting 

Landowners interested in tree 
planting, reforestation, woodland 
enhancement and farmstead and field 
windbreaks can apply for 75 percent 
cost-share funds at t.he Soil Conserva­
tion Serv1cc (SCS) office. Funding 1s 
through t.he Resources Enhancement 
and Protection Act (REAP). 

ee planting - cost/share 75 
pe nt of actual costs for site prepa­
ra n, seedling stock, planung and 
w control up to S365/acre. The 
minimum signup is three acres. 

Timber stand 101provement - cost/ 
share 75 percent of actual costs for 
forest thUlnmg, pruning of trees, or 
re leasing yotu~g seedlings up to 
$75/acre. The minimum signup 1s 
five acres. 

S!te preparauon for natural regen­
erauon - cost/share 75 percent of 
actual costs to enhance naturaJ regen­
erauon of logged or grazed wood­
lands through vegeta\lon manage­
ment or mechanical meam. Elimina­
tion or undesir:lble vegetation or site 

scarification would be examples elig­
ible. The maximum payment is 
Sl20/acre. The mmimum s1gnup is 
three acres. 

Rescue treatments - cost/share 75 
percent of actual costs for (I) estab· 
hshment of vegetauve cover to 
control weeds ($60/acres max), (2} 
rodent control in tree plantmgs 
(S 15/acre max), (3) replanting 
($365/acr.; max), and (4) deer control 
($24/acre max). The minimum 
signup is three acres of a three to 30 
year old planting in need of 
improvemenL 

Farmstead and field windbreak -
75 percent of actual cost, not to 
exceed Sl2/tree and S2.25/shrub. 
Fencing - actual cost not to exceed 
$8/rod (excluding boundary and road 
fences). Total cost-share establish­
ment, restoration and fencing, not to 
exceed S700/windbreak. 

Interested landowners should 
apply for spectfie practices before 
Dec. 3U990 . .... 



Manage thtJSe farm peP.C:is-. • • · 
lbs.) spnng or fall. . . By Lori Altheide 

Soil Conserva tion Service 
Farm ponds serve a variety of 

purposes, 10cluding cros•on control, 
water for livestock. fish producuon. 
wildlife habitat, recreauon, and land· 
scape improvement. A pond, no 
matter how well planned and built, 
must be adequately mamtained •f its 
intended uses are to be met lhrough· 
out 1ts expected life. Lack of mainte· 
nance can cause severe damage to 
darns and spillways and may cause 
strUctures to fa•l completely To 
prevent costly repairs, mspect your 
pond penodically and perform the 
needed maintenance. The follow10g 
is a list of measures to carry out for 
adequate maintenance. 

•Exclude livestock Fence the 
entire area including the darn. lower 
toe, emergency sp•llway, and pool 
area. 

•Watch emergency spillway for 
cutung of ditches. Fill, re-seed and 
feniliz.c any washouts. 

• Keep gophers and muskra~ out of 
any part of the darn and sp1llway. 

•Keep trash away from inlet. P•pe 
10let and trash rack should be 
inspected and kept free of tr~h. 
Don't stand in the pool are.1 wh1le 

unplugging the pipe because suction 
is very powerful and may cause 
drowning. 

· Control upland soil loss. If a 
change for the worse not originally 
anticipated in part of the watershed 
results in a soil erosion problem for 
the pond, a sediment basin could 
possibly be built to protect the pond 
from siltation. 

•Check for wave action when pond 
gets up to 10let elevation. _If wave 
action •s a problem football s•z.e stone 
rip rap should be placed along the 
darn or other affected areas several 
feet above and below the waterline. 

•Watch forleakor seepage. Proper 
constrUction methods will help elim•· 
nate problems later. Keep buoys, long 
poles, and other safety equipment 
near pond during the summer and 
w10ter 

•Stocking of fish Bass. bluegJII, 
and catfish · keep it in balance. If 
problems occur call the wildlife 
biologist. 

· Control aquatic vegetation. When 
it covers 20 percent or more of the 
pond (Stop by the SCS office for 
.. Iowa's Farm Ponds" pamphlet.) 

• Maintain dense sod. Fertilize 
seeding annually with nirrogen (60 

Check conservation 
DES MOINES .. Producers who 

farm highly erod•ble land in Iowa 
should be tak10g a close look at their 
conservation compliance plans this 
spnng to make sure they understand 
what their conservation responsibili· 
ues are That's the message the 
U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) is sending to farmers statewide 
this spring. 

"It's critical for farmers to get a 
very clear understanding with the 
local SCS office of what their plan is 
all about because USDA will be treat­
lOg the plan like a contract. That 
10cludes applying so•l conservation 
measures according to the schedule 10 
the plan," says B1ll Richards SCS 
Chief 

Richards adds, "A producer who 
has highly crod•ble land certifies e.1ch 
year that he or she 1s applying a 
conservauon plan when he or she 
takes pan in USDA programs. The 
American people have asked produc· 
ers to take care of their land m 
eJtchange for USDA benefits. It's a 
reasonable request, and it ' s the 
rC$ponsibility of the producer to be 
sure u's done •· 

In Iowa. about 70,000 farmers 
have conse•vation compliance plans 
that outline how they are going to 
reduce eros•on on their land. When 
they s1gned the1r plan, producers 
agreed to a spec1fic schedule for 
applying each conservation practice 
Although the 1985 Farm Bill speei-

fied producers have unul 1995 to 
totally apply their plan, it also says 
the plans are implemented on sche· 
dule. 

"This ·~ the year to make sure the 
conservauon plan is workable and to 
get a clear picture of what's in it.. 
says Jeff v'onk, State Conservationist 
for SCS 10 Iowa. He's concerned that 
many farmers may think they have 
unul 1995 to do their conservation 
work for conservation compliance. 
But farmers could be found to be not 
actively applying their plans and be 
out of compliance this year for not 
following their schedule. 

Vonk is urging Iowa farmers to 
look at their conservation plans, and 
get :nto their local SCS office if they 
have any questions or concerns. The 
SCS will continue to work with 
farmers this year to help them under­
stand their conservation plan. The 
SCS says it's key for farmers to know 
what conservation work needs to be 
done, and where each practice will be 
applied and when, so they can comply 
w1th the conservation provisions of 
the 1985 and 1990 farm bills. 

"We want to help, but it's the 
farmer's responsibility to get the 
conservation on the land on schc 
dule," Vonk says. 

Dennis Pate, assistant state conser 
vationist for operations for SCS in 
Iowa, says some practices scheduled 
for this year can_.be nalleduled for 
1992 if the plan was unclear '"There 

•Diven barnyard dra10agc. Dram· 
age from barn lots, feed yard~. 
bedding ground, outhouses. sepuc 
tanks, or other !>Ources of contamina· 
uon should be divcned. This is espe· 
cially 1mponant where supply is to be 
used for harvesting fish and wildlife 
development or recreation. 

•Trees should not be allowed to 
grow with10 30 feet of the toe of any 
fill or any of the spillways. 

-

plans" "F '[I 

will still be nexibility m a plan" •ays 
Pate. "One conserv:mon pracu~ can 
be substituted for nnother as long as 
the level of cros1on control 1s mam· 
taincd." 

The earlier ~is year a farmer maps 
out conservauon work, the more 
options will he ava•lable. SCS ofli· 
cials say lbe same 1s true for substi­
tutions over the long tem1. 

''The producer who scheduled all 
h1s or her conservation work for 1993 
and 1994 will have few altcmauves 
when. the 11mc comes to put those 
practices on the land. On the other 
hand, the producer who has a wei~ 
planned step·by-stcp approach t 
•mplcmentmg a plan can really tak 
full a~vantage of the nc>tlbility of 
substituting practices," advtscs 
Vonk. 

Each year m foy.a SCS will 
rando~l) check fa, c percent of the 
approximately 130.000 tracts of land 
that have conservallon plans written 
on them. This "status rev1ew" is done 
to see that the conservation plan is 
being followed. 

"~e're definitely mtcrcstcd 10 
workmg with all farmers who want 
our help to stay 10 compliance," 
R•chards says, "but we won't sacn­
fice qualitY, in conservation practices. 
A.nd I can t emphas11c enough that 
II s the producer's responsibility to be 
sure the conservation plan is bemg 
followed on schedule." 

-= .-:::::> ~ , I" -'i I 
ATV for 
spring seeding 
available 

The Monroe County So• I & Water 
Conservation District has available 
an A.T.V. (All Terrain Veh•cle) wllh 
a seeder and spraying attachment. 

The machiOe can be used for spot 
spraying on CRP acres and seediOg 
areas such as waterways. field 
borders, pond dams ~d terrace 
backslopes. The machine has the 
advantage of accessing those hard to 
get to areas and being able to seed an 
area when conditions _are too wet for 
conventional eQUipment. The 
commissioners feel the use of the 
machine can be a real asset to hclpmg 
farmers accomplish some of the 
conservation practices they have 
agreed 10 do under their Food Sccur•-

ty Act Plans. . 
The machine is available now for 

rent. For details cal\932-5144 or stop 
by the Soil District Office at \4B 2nd 
Ave West 10 Albia 

t 
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Manage tht5Se farm per-u:Js-
By Lori Allheide 

Soil Conservation Service 
Farm ponds serve a variety of 

purposes, mcluding crosaon con'!ol, 
water for livestock. fish producuon. 
wildlife habitat, rccreauon, and land· 
scape improvement. A pond, no 
matter how well planned and bualt, 
must be adequately maintained af its 
intended uses arc to be met lhrough· 
out its upected life. Lack of mainte· 
nance can cause severe damage to 
dams and spallways and may cause 
structures to fatl completely. To 
prevent costly rcprurs, inspect your 
pond penodically and perform the 
needed maintenance. The followang 
is a list of measures to carry out for 
adequate mruntenance. 

•Exclude livestock Fence the 
entire area including the darn, lower 
toe, emergency spillway, and pool 
area. 

·Watch emergency spillway for 
cutung of ditches. Fill, re-seed and 
fertilize any washouts . 

•Keep gophers and muskrats out of 
any part of the darn and spillway. 

•Keep trash away from inlet. Ptpe 
mlet and trash rack should be 
inspected and kept free of tr~h. 
Don't stand in the pool area whtle 

unplugging the pipe because suction 
is very powerful and may cause 
drowning. 

·Control upland soil loss lf a 
change for the worse not origmally 
anticipated in part of the watershed 
results in a soil erosion problem for 
the pond, a sediment basin could 
possibl)' be built to protect the pond 
from siltation. 

•Check for wave action when pond 
gets up to mlet elevation . lf wave 
acuon ts a problem football size stone 
rip rap should be placed along the 
darn or other affected areas several 
feet above and below the waterline. 

•Watch for leak or seepage. Proper 
construction methods will help elimi· 
nate problems later. Keep buoys, long 
poles, and other safety equipment 
ncar pond during the summer and 
wmter 

•Stocking of fish Bass. bluegtll, 
and catfish · keep it in balance. lf 
problems occur call the wildlife 
biologist. 

· Control aquatic vegetation. When 
it covers 20 percent or more of the 
pond (Stop by the SCS office for 
"Iowa's Farm Ponds" pamphlet.) 

• ~iaintrun dense sod. Fertilize 
seeding annually with nitrogen (60 

Check conservation 
DES MOINES ·· Producers who 

farm highly erod1ble land in Iowa 
should be Uking a close look at the1r 
conservation compliance plans th1s 
spnng to make sure they understand 
what their conservation responsibih· 
ues are That's the message the 
U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) is sending to farmers st.ltewide 
this spring. 

"It's critical for farmers to get a 
very clear understanding with the 
local SCS office of what their plan is 
all about because USDA will be treat· 
mg the plan like a contract. That 
mcludes applying so1l conservation 
measures according to the schedule m 
the plan," says Bill Richards SCS 
Chief 

Richards adds, "A producer who 
has h1ghly erod1ble land certifies each 
year that he or she i~ applymg a 
conservation plan when he or she 
takes pan in USDA programs. The 
American people have asked produc· 
ers 10 take care of their land m 
exchange for USDA benefits. ll's a 
reasonable request, and it's the 
responsibility of the producer 10 be 
swe tt's done" 

In Iowa. about 70,000 farmers 
have conseavation compliance plans 
thai outline how they are going to 
reduce eroston on their land. When 
they s1gned their plan, producers 
agreed to a specific schedule for 
applying each conservauon practice 
Although the 1985 Farm Bill speci-

fied producers have unul 1995 to 
totally apply their plan, it also says 
the plruts are implemented on sche· 
dule. 

'"This is the year to make sure the 
con~ervauon plan is workable and to 
get a clear picture of what's in it, 
says Jeff v'onk, State Conservationist 
for SCS m Iowa. He's concerned that 
many farmers may think they have 
until 1995 to do their conservation 
work for conservation compliance. 
But farmers could be found to be not 
actively applying their plans and be 
out of compliance this year for not 
following their schedule. 

Vonk is urging Iowa farmers to 
look at their conservation plans, and 
get ;nto their local SCS office if they 
have any questions or concerns. The 
SCS will continue to work with 
farmers this year to help them under­
stand their conservation plan. The 
SCS says it's key for farmers to lcnov. 
what conservation work needs to be 
done, and where each practice will be 
applied and when, so they can comply 
with the conservation provisions of 
the 1985 and 1990 farm bills. 

"We want to help, but it's the 
farmer's responsibility to get the 
conservation on the land on sche­
dule," Vonk says. 

Dennis Pate, assistant state conser­
vationist for operations for SCS in 
Iowa, says some practices scheduled 
for this year can_.be nst:heduled for 
1992 if the plan was unclear. ''1llere 

•Divert barnyard drainage. Drrun· 
age from barn lots. feed yard~. 
bedding ground, outhouses. sepuc 
tanks, or other sources of cont.amina· 
tion should be diverted. This is espe· 
cially 1mport.ant where supply is to be 
used for harvesting fish and wildlife 
development or rccreauon. 

•Trees should not be allowed to 
grow withm 30 feet of the toe of any 
fill or any of the spillways. 

-

plans '11 

"'.11 still be nell:ibility m a plan," ,ays 
Pate. "One conservation practice can 
be subsututed for another :h long as 
the level of eros1on conuol IS main· 
tained." 

The earlier ~is year a farmer maps 
out conservauon work, the more 
options w1ll be available. SCS ofli­
cia.ls say flte ~e 1s true for substi­
tutions over the long term. 

''The producer who scheduled all 
hts or her conservation work for 1993 
and 1994 will havl! few alternatives 
when_ the time comes to put those 
pracuccs on the land. On the other 
hand, the producer who has a wei~ 
planned step·by-stcp approach t 
1mplcmentmg a plan can really tak 
fuJI a~vantage of tllC ncx1biltty of 
substituting practices," advises 
Vonk. 

Each year 111 lo" a SCS will 
rando~ly check f1,c percent of the 
approll:lmately 130,000 tracts of land 
that have conservation plans written 
on them. This "status rev1cw" is done 
to see that the conservation plan is 
being followed. · 

"~e're definitely mtcrcstcd in 
workmg wttll all farmers who want 
our help to stay 111 compliance," 
Richards ~ays, ''but we won't sacn­
flcc quality. in conservation practices. 
A.nd 1 can t cmphas11e enough that 
It s the producer's responsibility to be 
sure the conservation plan is bcmg 
followed on schedule." 

-=- =::-~, la-<j I 

ATV for 
spring seeding 
available 

The Monroe County Sot! & Water 
Conservation District has avrulable 
an A.T.V. (All Terrain Vehacle) wath 
a seeder and spraying attachment. 

The machine can be used for spot 
spraying on CRP acres and seedmg 
areas such as waterways. field 
borders. pond dams ~d terrace 
backslopes. The machine has the 
advantage of accessing those hard to 

cliO areas and being able to seed an 
~ea when conditions _are too wet for 
conventional equapment. The 
commissioners feel the use of the 
machine can be a real asset to helpmg 
farmers accomplish some of the 
conservation practices they have 
agreed to do under their Food Sccur1· 

ty Act Plans. 
The machine is avrulable now for 

rent. For details call932-5144 or stop 
by the Soil Distnct Office at \4B 2nd 
Ave West m Albia. 

t 
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Manage tht5~e farm pends 
By Lori Altheide 

Soil Conserva tion Sen ice 
Farm ponds serve a variety of 

purposes, mcluding eroSIOn COn';fOI, 
water for livestock. fish producuon. 
wildlife habitat, rccreauon, and land· 
scape improvement. A pond. no 
mauer how well planned and bwlt, 
must be adequately maintained tf 1ts 
intended uses arc to be met through· 
out 1ts e~tpected life. Lack of mainte· 
nance can cause severe damage to 
dams and spillways and may cause 
structures to fall completely. To 
prevent costly reprurs, mspcct your 
pond penodically and perform the 
needed maintenance. The followmg 
is a list of measures to carry out for 
adequate mruntcnance. 

unplugging the pipe because ~uction 
is very powerful and may cause 
drowning. 

•Control upland soil loss. lf a 
change for the worse not originally 
anticipated in pan of the watershed 
results in a soil erosion problem for 
the pond. a sedimem basin could 
possibly be built to protect the pond 
from siltation. 

•Exclude livestock Fence the 
entire area including the dam, lower 
toe, emergency spillway, and pool 
area. 

•Watch emergency spillway for 
cutung of d•tches. Fill, re-seed and 
fertilize any washouts. 

•Keep gophers and muskrats out of 
any pan of the dam and £pillway. 

•Keep trash away from inlet. P•pe 
mlet and trash rack should be 
inspected and kept f rec of tr~h. 
Don't stand in the pool area wh1le 

•Check for v.;ave acuon when pond 
gets up to inlet elevation .. lf wave 
action is a problem football s•zc stone 
rip rap should be placed along the 
dam or other affected areas several 
feet above and below the waterline. 

• Watch for leak or seepage. Proper 
construction methods will help elimi· 
nate problems later. Keep buoys, long 
poles. and other safety equipment 
ncar pond during the summer and 
wmter 

•Stocking of fish Bass. bluegill, 
and catfish · keep it in balance. lf 
problems occur call the wildlife 
biologist. 

·Control aquatic vegetation. When 
it covers 20 percent or more of the 
pond. (Stop by the SCS office for 
"Iowa's Farm Ponds" pamphlet.) 

· Maintain dense sod. Fenili1e 
seeding annually with nitrogen (60 

Check conservation 
DES MOINES .. Producers who 

farm highly erod1ble land in Iowa 
should be ukmg a close look at their 
conservation compliance plans this 
sprmg to make sure they understand 
what their conservation responsibili­
ties are That's the message the 
U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) is sending to farmers statewide 
this spring. 

"It's critical for farmers to get a 
very clear understanding with the 
local SCS office of what their plan is 
all about because USDA will be treat­
mg the plan like a contract. That 
mcludes applying so1l conservation 
measures according to the schedule m 
the plan," says Bill Richards SCS 
Chief 

Richards adds. "A producer who 
has h1ghly erod1ble land certifies each 
year that he or she 1s applying a 
conservation plan when he or she 
takes part in USDA programs. The 
American people have asked produc· 
ers to take care of their land in 
CltChange for USDA benefits. It's a 
reasonable request, and it's the 
responsibility of the producer to be 
swe 11's done." 

In Iowa, about 70,000 farmers 
have conservation compliance plans 
that outline how they arc going to 
reduce erOSIOn on their land. When 
they s1gned their plan, producers 
agreed to a specific schedule for 
applying each conservation practice 
Although the 1985 Farm Bill speci 

fied producers have until 1995 to 
totally apply their plan, it also says 
the plarts are implemented on sche­
dule. 

"This ·~ the year to malce sure the 
conservauon plan is workable and to 
get a cle.ll' picture of what's in it, 
says Jeff v'onk, State Conservationist 
for SCS m Iowa. He's concerned that 
many farmers may think they have 
until 1995 to do their conservation 
work for conservation compliance. 
But farmers could be found to be not 
actively applying their plans and be 
out of compliance this year for not 
following their schedule. 

Vonk is urging Iowa farmers to 
look at their conservation plans, and 
get ;nto their local SCS office if they 
have any questions or concerns. The 
SCS will continue to work w1th 
farmers this year to help them under­
stand their conservation plan The 
SCS says it's key for farmers to lcnov.; 
what conservation work needs to be 
done, and where each practice will be 
applied and when, so they can comply 
with the conservation provisions of 
the 1985 and 1990 farm bills 

"We want to help, but it's the 
farmer's responsibility to get the 
conservation on the land on sche­
dule," Vonk says. 

Dennis Pate, assistant state conser· 
vaLionist for operations for SCS in 
Iowa, says some practices scheduled 
for Litis year can_.lle nstheduled for 
1992 if the plan was unclear. 'There 

•Divert barnyard drainage. Drrun· 
age from barn lots. feed yar~. 
bedding ground. outhouses. sepuc 
tanks. or other !>Ources of contamina· 
tion should be diverted. This is espe· 
cially 1mponant where supply is to be 
used for harvesting fish and wildlife 
development or recreauon. 

•Trees should not be allowed to 
grow w1thm 30 feet of the toe of any 
fill or any of the spillways. 

-

plans 
w1ll sull be neltibility m a plan," ~ays 
Pate. "One conservation practic--e can 
be substituted for another as long as 
the level of eros1on control 1s main· 
tained." 

The earlier ~is year a farmer maps 
out conservauon work. the more 
options will be available. SCS offi. 
cials say. !'he same •~ true for substi­
tutions over the long term. 

"The producer who scheduled all 
h1s or her conservation work for 1993 
and 1994 will have few alternatives 
when the time com~:s to put those 
pracuccs on the land. On the other 
hand, the producer who has a wei~ 
planned step·by-step approach t 
•mplementmg a plan can really tnk 
full advantage of the ncltlhility of 
substituung practices," advtses 
Vonk. 

Each year 10 low a SCS v.;ill 
rando"?l> check five percent of the 
appro~t1mately 130.000 tracts of land 
that have conscrvallon plans wrillen 
on them. This "status review" is done 
to see that the conservation plan is 
being followed. · 

"~e're definitely mtcrcsted in 
workmg with all farmers who want 
our help to stay m compliance," 
R•chards says, "but we won't sacn­
ficc qual11y. in conservation practices. 
A.nd I can I emphast/C enough that 
II s the producer's responsibility to be 
sure the conservation plan is bemg 
followed on schedule." 

c:c:~c==;:::o ... ~ , l a ~1 I 

ATV for 
spring seeding 
available 

The Monroe County So•l & Water 
Conservation District has avrulable 
an A.T.V. (All Terrain Vch•cle) wllh 
a seeder and spraying attachment. 

The machme can be used for spot 
spraying on CRP acres and seedmg 
areas such as waterways. field 
borders. pond dams ~d terrace 
backslopes. The machmc has the 
advantage of accessing those hard to 
etto areas and being able to seed an 

garea when conditiorts are too wet for 
• L The conventional cqulpmen · 

commissioners feel the use of the 
machine can be a real asset to helpmg 
farmers accomplish some of the 
conservation practices they have 
agreed to do under their Food Sccun-
ty Act Plans. . 

The machine is avatlable now for 
rent. For details caJ\932-5144 or stop 
by the Soil District Office at \48 2nd 
Ave West m Albia. 



Manage th Se farm peRds-. ~ ,,,, 
unplugging the pipe because ~uction lbs.) spring or fall . . By Lori Altheide 

Soil Conservation Ser vice 
is very powerful and may cause •D1vert barnyard dramagc. Dram-
drowning. age from bam lots, feed yards, 

Farm ponds serve a _ vanety of 
purposes, including cros1on control. 
water for livestock. fish producuon. 
wildlife habitat. rccreauon, and land­
scape improvement. A pond. no 
rnauer how well planned and bu1h, 
must be adequately mamtained 1f 1t~ 
intended uses arc to be met through­
out Its expected hfe Lack of mamte­
nance can cause severe damage to 
darns and spillways and may cause 
structures 10 fail completely. To 
prevent costly reprurs. inspect your 
pond periodically and perform ~e 
needed maintenance. The followmg 
is a list of measures to carry out for 
adequate maintenance. 

•Exclude liveMock Fence the 
entire area mcluding the darn. lower 
toe, emergency spillway • and pool 

area. f 
•Watch emergency spillway or 

cutting of ditches Fill. re-seed and 
fertilize any washouts . 

• Keep gophers and muskrats out of 
any part of the dam and sp11lwny 

· Keep ttash away from mlet. P1pc 
inlet and trash rack should be 
inspeCted and kept free of tta.~h. 
Don't stand in the pool area while 

•Conttol upland soil los~ .. If a bedding ground. outhouses. sepuc 
change for the worse not onginally tanks. or other sources of c?ntamma-
anticipatcd in part of the watershed tion should be diverted. Th1s 1s espe-
results 10 a soil erosion problem for cially important where supply i~ to~ 
the pond, a sediment basin could used for harvesting fish and w1ldhfe 
possibly be built to protect the pond development or recreation. 
from siltation. •Trees should not be allowed to 

·Check for wave action when pond grow withm 30 feet of the toe of any 
gets up to inlet elevation .. If wave fill or any of the sp1llways. 
action IS a problem football SIU: stone --== 
rip rap should be placed along the 
darn or other affected areas several 
feet above and below the waterlme. 

•Watch for leak. or seepage. Proper 
consttuction methods will help eluru-
nate problems later. Keep buoys, long 
poles, and other safety eqwpmcnt 
near pond during the summer and 
wmter . 

·Stocking of fish. Bass, blueg1ll, 
and catfish _ keep it in balance .. If 
problems occur call the w1ldhfe 
biolog1st. _ 

•Control aquatic vegetauon. When 
i l covers 20 percent or more of the 
pond (Stop by the SCS office for 
"Iowa's Farm Ponds" pamphlet.) 

•Maintain dense sod. Fertlhle 
~eedmg annually with nittogen (60 

Check conservation plans · '11 

I 

DES MOINES - Producers who 
farm highly erodible land m Iowa 
should be ~ing a close look at their 
conservation compliance plans this 
spring to make sure they understand 
what their conservation responsibili­
ties are That's the message the 
U.S.D.A Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) is sending to farmers statewide 
this spring. 

"It's critical for farmers to get a 
very clear understanding with the 
local SCS office of what t11cir plan is 
all about because USDA will be treat­
ing the plan like a contract. That 
includes applying soil conservation 
measures according to the schedule m 
the plan " says Bill Richards, SCS 
Chief. 

Richards adds, "A producer who 
has highly erodible land certifies each 
year that he or she ~~ applying a 
conservation plan when he or she 
takes part in USDA programs. The 
Arnencan people have asked produc 
ers to take care of their land in 
cltchangc for USDA benefits. It's a 
reasonable request, and it's the 
responsibility of the producer to be 
swe It's done." 

In Iowa, about 70.000 farmers 
have conse•vation compliance plans 
that outline how they are gomg to 
reduce erosion on their land. When 
they s1gned their plan, producers 
agreed to a specific schedule for 
applying each conservation practice. 
A I though the 1985 Farm B iII spcci-

fied producers have wttil 1995 to 
totally apply their plan. it also says 
the plans are implemented on sche­
dule. 

"This is the year to make sure the 
conservauon plan is workable and to 
get a cledl' picture of what's in it," 
says Jeff vonk, State Conservationist 
for SCS 111 Iowa. He's concerned that 
many farmers may think they have 
until 1995 to do their conservation 
work for conservation compliance. 
But farmers could be found to be not 
actively applying their plans and be 
out of compliance this year for not 
followmg their schedule. 

Vonk IS urging Iowa farmers to 
look at their conservation plans, and 
get :nto their local SCS office if they 
have any questions or concerns. The 
SCS will continue to work with 
farmers this year to help them under­
stand their conservation plan. The 
SCS says it's key for farmers to lcno"' 
what conservation work needs to be 
done, and where each practice will be 
applied and when, so they can comply 
with the conservation provisions of 
the 1985 and 1990 farm bills. 

"We want to help, but it's the 
farmer's responsibility to get the 
conservation on the land on schc· 
dule," Vonk says. 

Dennis Pate, assistant state conser­
vationist for operations for SCS in 
Iowa, says some practices scheduled 
for this year can_.be u cl1eduled for 
1992 if the plan was unclear. '"There 

Y.lll sui! be fleltlblhty m a plan," 5a)S 
Pate. "One conservation practice can 
be substituted for another a~ long as 
the level of erosion control ts main­
tained." 

The earlier this year a farmer maps 
out conservation work, Ill(: more 
options will be available. SCS ofli· 
cials say. '!1Je same is true for substi­
tutions over the long term. 

"The producer who schedukd all 
his or her conservation work for 1993 
and 1994 w1ll have few alternatives 
when the umc comes to put those 
practices on the land. On the othe~ 
hand, the producer who has a well 
planned step·by·step approach t 
1mplemcnung a plan can really tak 
full advantage of t11e nc ... 1hility of 
substituting practices." advises 
Vonk. 

Each ye.lf in lo"' a SCS will 
randomly check fi, e percent of the 
approx1mately 130,000 tracts of land 
that have conservation plans wriucn 
on them. Th1s "status revie"'" is done 
to see that the conservation plan is 
betng followed. 

"We're definite!} mtercsted m 
working with all farmers who want 
our help to stay tn compliance," 
Richards says, "but we won't sacri­
fice quality in conservation practices. 
And I can't cmphasi/e enough that 
it's the producer's responsibility to be 
sure the conservation plan is being 
followed on schedule." 
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ATV for 
spring seeding 
available 

M County Soil & Water 
The o?toeD.Istrict has available 

Conservauon - 1 ) th 
AT V (All Terrain VehiC e WI 

an · • · in attachment. 
a seeder 311d spray g ed for spot 

The machine can be us d seeding 

spraying u~~ c:: ~~;:r!ys. field 
areas s darns and terrace 
borders. pon~e machine has the 
backslopes. . those hard to 
advantage o~::e~~~ble to seed an 
get to areas d'tions are 100 wet for 
area when con I . l The 
conventional equlpmen - f the 
commissioners feel the use o . 

hine can be a real asset to helpmg 
mac . of the 
fanners accomplish some ha 
conservauon practices theyS ve 
agreed to do under their Food ecurl-

ty Act Plans. r 
The machine is available now or 

F de·~•ls caii932-S 144 or stop 
rent. or .,.. 14B 2nd 
by the Soil District Office at 
Ave West in Alb1a. -
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Soap Creek project bids to be let 
Harvey Downing, Chairman of the 

Soap Creek Watershed Board, 
repons that the Watershed Board has 
let its ftrSt contract for eight flood 
re~ding dams. All eight structures 
are located in Appanoose County, 
no east of Uruonville. The contract 
w awarded to Kevin Kento 
Construction of Lucas, with a bid of 
$610,794.50. Kent plans to start 
construcuon in about three weeks. 

Plans are underway for letting a 
second contract in mid-summer for 
an additional four structures. Three of 
these structures w11l be located m 
Appanoose County and one in 
Monroe County. 

Soap Creek Watershed is located 
in Appanoose, Davts, Monr~ and 

Wapello Counties m southeastern 
Iowa. The drainage area is 162,000 
acres and mcludes approxunately 800 
farms. Major problems are in the 
14,150 acre flood plain where flood­
water and sediment cause damage to 
roads, crops, pasture, bridges, and 
farmland 

Construction of the 154 floodwater 
retarding dams will control flow from 
about 33 percent of the watershed. 
The dams w1ll reduce agncultureal 
damages by 71 percent and non­
agricultural damages by 74 percent 
annually. Road and bndge mainte­
nance costs and flood damages w11l 
be reduced at 100 locations and flod 
damages will be reduced at 27 private 
farm roads and crossings. 

ProJeCt costs is estimates to be S6.5 
million which is shared by the Soil 
Conservauon Service and the locaJ 
sponsors. SCS will pay the costs of 
construcuon. The local sponsors are 
responsible for acquiring landrights 
for construction. Operations and 
mamtenance costs for the 50-year life 
span of the project will be provided 
by the sponsors. 

Sponsors for the watershed include 
the Boards of Supervisors and the 
Soil and Water Conscrvauon 
Distncts rn Appanoose, Davis, 
Monroe, and Wapello counues. The 
Soap Creek Watershed Board 
consists of :1 representative from each 
sponsor and will conduct the business 
of the watershed. 

Iowa farn1ers second 
conservation tillage 

• 
Ill 

DES MOINES -- Iowa farmers arc 
ranked second in the nation m their 
use of conservation tillage according 
to ligures from a 1990 ullage survey. 

Iowa's totaJ of7 3 million acres of 
conservauon tillage is second only to 
illinois, with 8.4 million acres. 
Iowa's conscrvauon tilled acres 
account for 7 percent of the nation's 
total, according to data gathered 
cooperauvely by the Soil Conserva­
tion Service (SCS) and the Conserva­
tion Technology Wormation Center 
in West Lafayette, Indiana, for 1990. 

Conservation ullage IS the practice 
of planting crops while leaving at 
leas130 percent of the previous year's 
crop residue on the soil surface. 

Iowa showed some increases in all 
areas of conservation tillage over the 
1989 survey. Figures were down last 
year because many farmers, 
concerned with herbicide carryover 
due to the drought in 1988, u lied the 
ground. 

" Iowa is back on track now and we 
hope to be leading the way in 1991," 
says Jeffrey Vonk, State Conserva­
tionist for the SCS in Iowa. "Many 
farmers used more conservation 
tilla_~te methods in 1990 because 

they've seen the benefits it has to 
offer and because they are beginning 
to apply the scheduled practices in 
their conservation compliance 
plans," says Vonk. 

Barb Stewart, a soil conservation­
ist for SCS adds, "When all the 
conservation plans have been 
applied, Iowa's figures will nearly 
double. By 1995 Iowa's totaJ acreage 
of conservauon tillage should be 
close to 12 million." 

In 1990 Iowa led the nation in 
mulch-till acreage with 6.3 million 
acres. Iowa's 624,409 no-till acres 
ranked e1ghth in the nauon, up from 
13th place last year. In the ridge-till 
category Iowa 1 s ranked thud w1 th 
357,902 acres. 

Withm Iowa, counues with the 
most acreage of conservation tillage 
on com were Franklin, 99,073; Potta­
wattamie. 93,300, Fayette, 93,000; 
and Boone, 83.640. 

County mulch-till acreage figures 
for com were topped by Franklin, 
84,988; Fayette, g3,000; Boone, 
73,603; and Pottawattamie, 70,504. 

Leading counties and acres in no­
till com were Pottawattamie, 22,760 
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Free -.seed corn-tor 
wildlife food plots 

Cedar Creek chapter of Pheasants 
Forever in cooperation with the Iowa 
Deparuncnt of Fcsources and Soil 
Conservation Service will be 
distrubung free com and/or grain 
sorghum seed to lando~11ers mter­
csted m establishmg winter food plots 
for wildlife 

The seed must be planted to benefit 
w1ldlife such as pheasants, songbird 
and deer. 

To funher promote these food 
plots, the Agncultural Stabiliution 
and Conservation Service (ASCS) is 
permiumg food plots to be planted on 
annual set-aside (ACR) and conser­
vauon reserve program (CRP) acres 
th1s year. 

''This could be an mexpcns1ve way 
of providing much needed wmter 
food and cover forwild1life while sun 
mceung ASCS requ1rements for set­
aside," S31d Steve Zaputil. Pheasants 

Forever Chapter President. 
Lando.,.'!lers interested in planung 

com or grain sorghum on set-as1de 
should contact their local ASCS or 
Soil Conservauon Service office for 
deta1ls. 

Those persons obtaining free seed 
will be required to s1gn a waiver ind1· 
eating the crop will not be harvested 
for grain and w1ll remain standing 
through March 22, 1m. 

Cedar Creek Pheasants Forever 
has once agam purchased switch 
grass seed for the establishment of 
nesung hab1tat and erosion control. 

This seed is free to landowners m 
the county on a first come basis. Inter­
ested persons should inquire at 
Falvey Lumber in Albia. Last year 20 
area landowners panicipated in the 
food plol/native grass program in the 
county. 



Courltr photo b, Chris Steinbach 

FIELD DAY: Lloyd Clark , left, and Tom Mock measure 
residue cover in a field south of Albia Wednesday. For­
age seedlings were planted in the field with a no-till 
drill at a conservation demonstration field day 

Farmers, students attend 
field day on conservation 
Uy CHRIS S1 E I'IBACH 
Courier starr \1 rlt<>r 

ALBIA Farmers and high 
school agriculture students Wed· 
ncsday discussed dirt - or, more 
imPOrtantly soil conservation. 

\bout 30 people attended the 
first Conservation Compliance 
F1eld Day on the Belzer and 
Tangte farms south of Albia 

The :\1onroe County Soil Conser· 
vation Service, Extension Service 
and Albia H1gh School FFA Chap­
ter orgamzed the field day. 

Participants watched a no-till 
planting demonstration of forage 
seedlings and measured the resi· 
due cover 1n the seeded soybean 
ground on Gary Belzer's farm 

Albia High School FFA chapter 
members also measured residue 
cover sn test plots of various tilhng 
methods on the Belzer farm. 

John Ander.;on the chapter's m· 
slructor. estimated that ground m 
the test plots sloped as much as 12 
percent 

Ground in the no-till test plots 
met conservation compliance re· 
qutrements for residue cover, he 
S<lld 

Expense 1s one drawback keep­
mg Southern Iowa farmers from 
expcrtmenhng with no-till drills, 
Anderson said 

Belzer said ground in the test 
plots was Sleded w1th a no-till drill 
April2 

After rece1vsng .4 inches of rain 
Monday night. Belzer said the 
ground was •·a little wet and not 
the tdeal condition" for no-till 
drilling ~eedhngs. 

Organizer~ said Wednesday 's ac· 
tivilies were planned to "present 
information farmers can use on 
lhetr farm~ ' 



Conservation field day 
fhe Albia FFA Chapter, along "itb the Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District, ASCS and 

E"tcnsion Sen ice sponsored a conservation field day la.~t Wedn~ay to help farmers \\ith their compliance to 
their con~en at ion plans. Those plans are part oft he federal Food and Security Al:ls and compliance is neces­
sar) to recei\C go,crnmcnt farm payments. This "as the first field day held in the state and representatives 
rrom "The Wallaces Farmer,"\\ HO radio and other sulle,,ide media ''ere present to co,er the eH>nt. The 
field day 11as held at the neller farm on the Airport Road. The FFA helped organize and direct the event. 
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F a~ers presented ~ to { 
figure conservation plan 

Many conservauon plans rcqwrc 
specific amounts of residue after 
planung. To ensure that the desired 
amount of rcs1due IS left after plant­
ing, it is important to know how to 
esumate rcs1duc amounts. Crop 
res1dues are an important tool in 
reducing erosion from row-<:ropped 
land. Residues protect the soil surface 
from the beating action of falling 
raindrops. Residue also slows the rate 
of surface water runoff increasing 
soil infiltration and therefore reduc­
ing soil erosion. The critical time to 

ma~ntam good residue cover is during 
the spring until crop car>opy covers 
the soil. Residue cover can vary 
dependmg upon climate, soil type 
and tillage speed. MaJOr variation in 
cover, however can be predicted by 
tillage type, number of tillage opera­
uons and the previous crop. 

A rough estimate of the residue 
cover remaining after using a tillage 
and planting system can be obtained 
by multiplying the percentages 
shown in the followmg table for each 
mdividual operation. 

Percentage of Pretillage Residue Cover Rcrnainir.g on Soil Surface. 
Tillage Tool Remaining CovcrFactor 

CORN SOYBEANS 
After Harvest 
Plow 
Chisel (Twisted Shanlc) 
Disk (Off-Set, Deep) 
Para Plow 
Chisel (Straight Shanlcs) 
Disk (Tandem, Shallow) 
Anhydrous Applicator 
Field Cultivator 
Plant 
Till-plant 
Over Winter Dccomposiuon 

.90-.95 .80-.90 

.02-.07 .00-.02 

.40-.50 .10-.20 

.25-.40 .10-.20 

.65-.75 .35-.45 

.50-.60 .30-.40 

.65-.75 .25-.35 

.75-.85 .45-.55 

.80-.90 .55-.65 

.80-.90 .80-.90• 

.55-.65 .55-.65• 

.80-.90 .70-.80 

•When these are the only opcrauons where soil is disturbed, multiply by . 7 5. 
For example assume a ullage and planting system with three operations: (I) 

anhydrous app}";auon (2) d1sking, shallow and tandem; and (3) planting. 
Assume the ong1nal post harvest residue cover following a com crop is 95 
percent as shown by the following calulauons· 

Initial Weathering factor 
.95 X .90 = 

Spnng residue cover 
.85 

Followmg ullage and planting the remaining residue cover wouid be about 
13 percent based on the following calculations: 
lpring Arthydrous Disk Plant F'mal 
Residue Application Res1due 

.85 X .80 X .70 X .90 = 
Cover 
.43% 

. Consider this meth~ to be. a. rough estimate since the many variables 
mvolved prevent a prcctse prcd1CUon. However, the values in the table can be 
useful in. planning t!llage operations based on how much residue will remain 
for spcc1fic operauons. 
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Farmers have a choice: 
grass or gullies 

Almost every fann has at least one 
-a natural drainage way that tends to 
erode. But fortunately for fanners, 
they don't have to accept the scars 
mflictcd by flowmg water. They can 
choose between grass or gumes. 

John Frieden, district conserva­
uonist for the USDA Soil Conserva­
uon Service (SCS), says grassed 
waterways are an excellent method 
of corrccung gully problems and 
preventing new gumes from form­
ing in natural drainageway :~reas. 

Grassed waterways are created by 
grading and shaping a natural drai­
nageway to form a smooth, bowl­
shaped channel. This area is seeded 
to sod-forming grasses. 

"Runoff water that flows down 
the drainageway flows across the 
grass rather than tearing away soil 
and formmg a large gully," Frieden 
says "An outlet is often insta!Jed at 
the base of the drainageway to 
stabilize the waterway and prevent a 
new gully from forming." 

Frieden explams the gross cover 
protects the drainageway from gully 
eros1on and acts as a filter, absorbing 

some of the chemicals and nutrients 
in runoff water. He ways the vegeta­
tion also provides cover for small 
birds and animals. 

SCS provides assistance to 
fanners who would lilce to solve 
their gully problems. SCS conserva­
tionists and technicians help fanners 
plan conservation systems and also 
prepare designs and specifications. 

Some things SCS will look for 
include a proper outlet for surface 
runoff at the bouom of the water­
way, the possible need for tile drain­
age to help establish vegetation in 
the waterway, and whether other soil 
conservation measures will be 
needed to prevent siltation. 

Frieden says that grassed water­
ways require only a few "courtesies" 
to help keep them in good shape. 
These "courtesies" include: lining 
fann implements out of the ground 
and shutting off spray equipment 
when crossing them; not using them 
as roadways; fertiliz.ing them as 
needed; periodic mowing; and 
avoiding planting end rows along 
their edges. 
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Conservation 
auxiliary _; ~ty~'f ----
has three r' ow profits 
s~~~~~~~::,,~,J breaking 
Water Conservauon Distr.c 
Commisioncrs Auxiliary is offcn"i 
three scholarshipS on the state leve 
to graduating seniors this year 

The scholarshipS on the state I eve 
will be given in the amounts of $600. 
$400 and $300. They may used for 
either college or vocauonal school .•• 

Critena cons1dcred . includes 
serv1ce, character. leadership, scho­
lasuc acheivement and•need. 

Applications should be submitted 
to the Monroe County So1l and 
Water Conservauon Distnct Office 
for students m the Alb1a Community 
School Dtstnct. The dislrict will 
select one applicauon to be submit­
ted to the regional level of compeu­
tion. This application will be sent to 
the Iowa association regional d ircc­
tor for thlS area. Each regional direc­
tor will submit one application to the 
awu.hary for sclecuon of the state 
monetary awards. 

High school scmors should have 
thetr applications to the Monroe 
County Soil and Water Conserva­
tion district office no later than 
March 15. 

The amount of the award will be 
paid directly to the school the reci­
pient auends. Payment will be made 
in two i.nst.allments with the first at 
th~ beginning of the school term and 
the second ll the mid-polO! or the 
recipient's firSt year 

Ru:ognition will be g1vcn at the 
Annual Conference for Soil and 
Water Conservation Distnct 
Commissioners in 1994. 

tee mccung. The meetings arc held 
the fma Tuesday of each month at 
Ke11s L1brary at 7:30 p.m 

Some prOJCClS have already been 
' . 

The Wetland~ Re~erve Program 
and the Emergency Wetlands 
Re~c~v~ PrQgram both purchase 
perman.c1it ea~ements from 
liindowners and offer government 
cost-~harc funds . to resto re wet 
cropland~ to wetland,, 

Signups are being taken at local 
ofhc,·~ of the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service tluough Friday, March 11 

We want to be sure producers 
know about these two programs, 
say~ ASCS State Execullve 
Director Tom Grau. "The programs 
can help with farm income on 
difficult 10 farm area.\, and they also 
have environmental benefits for 
water quality, waterfowl and 
wildlife and flood corndors 

The WRP is more adapted 10 all 
types of wetland\ and the EWRP IS 

meant to restore wetlands along 
nver bottoms "A producer doesn't 
have to worry about that distinction 
nght now, though, because this is a 
JOint s1gnup," say~ Jeff Vonk, Stale 
Conservationist for the Soil 
Conscrvuuon Serv1ce. Vonk says 
tht: ASCS and SCS will provide 
guidanc.: on the two programs to 
potential panicipants to guide them 
to the program for wh1ch their land 
qualifit:-\ , 
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scs warns 
1
aQainst tearing up soil protection 

DES MOINES, lA •· Any farm­
ers thinking about tearing up 
grassed conservation practices and 
planting them to corn because of 
the U S Department of 
Agriculture's zero percent set-aside 
program for 1994 should think a 
little longer, conservatiomsts in 
Iowa say. 

"There's the possibility of mak­
ing a small profit on the corn, but 
on marginal land, that's not a sure 
thing," says Jeff Vonk, State 
Conservationist for the USDA's 
Soil Conservation Service in Iowa 
"And there are a number of down­
sides, not the lea.~t of which is the 
real possibility of becoming ineli· 
gible for USDA program benefits ·· 
inclu<ling <lisaster payments •• be­
cause of not actively applymg a 
conservation plan on h1ghly erodi­
ble land" 

In response to low corn reserves, 
U.S Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Espy announced a zero set-aside 
corn acreage reduction program for 
1994 late in November Compared 
to last year's 10 percent setaside, 
the move was made to encourage 
more corn production 
Conservationists and conservahon­
minded farmers alike were alarmed 
about a return to fencerow to 
fencerow farming. 

Much of the concern was that 
many Iowa farmers have planted 
field borders, grassed waterways, 
contour buffer strips, and other 
eroding areas to grass as part of 
their conservation compli ance 
plans. Those grassed conservation 
areas were designated as setaside 

land, and without that incentive, 
conservauomsts fear, the grass 
could be plowed under to plant the 
ground to corn in 1994 

"We would wge farmers to take a 
close look at the economics of leav­
ing the areas in grass, or estabhsh­
mg the areas in grass as part of 
their conservation plan schedule, 
versus planting them to corn," 
Vonk says. With a zero set-aside, 
those acres could be harvested. 

"We would encourage producers 
to report the grassed areas as con­
servation use (CU) acres. As such, 
they could be grazed or harvested for 
forage," says Tom Grau, State 
Executive Director for the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. However, 
Grau cautions producers in the 0-85 
option that they are restricted from 
haying or grazing CU for Pay acres. 

Conservationists maintain that 
corn yields on these marginally 
productive grassed areas will likely 
be down, expenses will be h1gher, 
and there will likely be resee<ling 
costs involved when the area goes 
back to set-aside. 

"We've had a number of farmers 
tell us that yields on end rows or 
office in Des Moines. 

"Combine that with the likeli­
hood of costly gulJy erosion, loss 
of wildlife habitat, possible loss of 
government payments, and th fact 
that you lose travel lanes around the 
field, and I don't think it makes 
economic or environmental sense to 
put these areas in corn," Zimprich 
says. 

As a general rule, farmers will 

not lose base acres or have reduce4 
deficiency payments if they leave 
these waterways, field borders and 
other set-aside areas in grass 1nsteaa 
of planting them to corn. That's the 
case if at least 85 percent of the 
base acres are planted to corn and if 
the producer stays in the feed gram 
program and reports 1 he acres cur­
rently in set-aside as CU acres to 
ASCS. 

These same grassed areas will be 
eligible for set-aside in 1995 if 
there is an acreage reduction pro­
gram. 

"Most farmers don't have a lot of 
acres tied up in grass m these con­
servation practices," Vonk says. "I'd 
expect a farmer with 320 acres of 
corn to have fewer than 10 acres tn 
grass for waterways and field bor­
ders. At best, he could look for 
profits of S40 an acre, or S400 in 
total, by planting those grass acres 
to corn That profit could ealily be 
consumed by co~ts of reseeding 

grass in 1995. My question IS, con­

sidering the extensive risk and the 
benefits you would throw away, IS 

it worth it to anyone to plant those 
areas to corn for that kind of 
money?" he asks 
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