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INTRODUCT ION

Our District, for practical purposecs, completed its tenth yenr
of operation in 1951, c¢ven though the anniversary datc is not
until Jonuary 21, 1952, As a result a bit of reflection and
revicu of those ycars undoubtedly is in order.

We beleive one of the principal accomplishments during this
period is that Soil Conservation has become generally accepted
by the majority, as ~ vital program to a continucd high producing
agriculturc. This fact is not peculiar to our District but it is
a thing common to the nation. Districts cannot claim the centire
credit but certainly they have had a definitc part in bringing
this about,

On the more tangible side during this period, our District has
vorked with about 12% of the farmers in development of Farm
Conservation Plans, In addition we have aided about the same
nunber with the establishment of individucl practicese. Thesec
nearly six hundred farmers give a fair indication that Soil
Conscrvation is moving ahead, Certainly not as fast as most
would lik: and yet with tiic democratic processes that District
operation uses, it cannct be said we have no® made some
prore.is,

Leadership plays a very important part in the Districts ¥Work.
rlen such as Robert Lyon, & Ps Skrablz, and Fred Bruene, must

be commended for the efforts they put forth during the formative
and ecarly years of the Distriet,

The year 1951 will probably be marked as a milestone year in

the Districts opcration. This is true, not only in owurs, but

all Districts. udfforts to consolidate the Conservation Work
placed further responsibilities on the District, by calling

on them to play increasecd roles in the U. S, Departments program
at the county level. Prior to the directives our District had
started a program of locating neighbor groups and developing them
to the farm planning stages. However, the recommended changes in
farm planning procecures that followed the directives led to
dropping this efiort. 'ith the agencics that cooperate with our
District, we believe a good Agriculture Resources Conservation
Progran was developed, and with 211 the agencies working together,
we ook for 1952 to be a progressive year,



PIRSONNEL
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DISTRICT ACTIVITISS

Practice dstablishment Demonstration

Working with the County PilA Committee, and ixtension Service, two
cocperating farms in the county were used as Conservation Practice
Demonstration Farms, A Farm Plan was developed by the farmer with
the District, Using the plan as a guide the PLIA Committee approved
practice payments on all practices the farmer aould reasonably
expect to carry on and complete during the year. .mphasis was
placed on a balanced program and those practices the farmer could
readily do with his own machinery nnd labor supply. Pastupe
Improvement and terracing were particularly stressed, In the fall
a demonstration was held to show the fesunlts of the program. lie
hope to be able to carry this program further, for two reasons.
First to show how the programs of the thyee agencies involved
work together and, second, to encourage and show farmers how they
can use ~nd install those practices that we consider to be of a
more perranent natures

Toodyen: Contest

The District took part in the Goodye~r Tire and. Rubber Company's
contest for Dicbricte and District Comaissioners. Ve are sorry to
have the Company discontinue this contest in our area, but beleive
this company Is %o pe comaended for their work in publicizing Soil
Conservation Districts,

5eed Incrense Plots

Thru the very fine cooperation of two fawmcrs werking with the
District, we are attempting to establish two Birdsfoot Trefoil

seed increase plots, A grant of sixty pounds of sced from the

Soil Conservotion iHursery enabled the District to inaugarate this
worke A plot of cpproximately 4 acres was secded on the Jack
Horton farm this last spring. At the same time it was also planned
to establish a plot of about 8 acres on the .irving Hagedorn farm,
but the wet spring made a postponement necessary. The Norton plot
had an excellent stand late in the fall of 1951. A second attenmpt
will be made this spring to establish the Hagedorn plot,



DIST..ICT ACTIVITIES

Forage Utilization

A forage utilization fiecld day was sponsored jointly with the
liarshall, Grundy, and Blackhawk Diststicts and the Farm dquipment
dealers in the area. The event, held in June, highlighted the
production of legume-grass silage and the use of surface silos,
The County Agriculturc ixtension Directors, County PLIA Committecs,
and Vocationnl Agriculture Departments collabbrated with the
sponsors in making this event a success.

Fducation in Public- Schools

The third year in a three year series of Conservation TJork Books

is being used in the grade schools of the county, The books complecte

a cycle of conservation educntion, covering all phascs of conservation,
Vle bope vo continue repeating the cycle of the same series in the same
three gradzs, Ve have been aided materially by the County Superintendent
ci Echoois and the Toun School Superintendents along with the teachers,
Yje are attaching to this rceport a copy of the worl: book for this year.

Radio Proadeos=ir

Weekly broadcasts akrub District activities have been carried on
K£ZL tlaterlono, iowa, for the Blackhauk, CGrundy, nnd Tama Districts
daring 1951; The broadcasts have included all the Comuissioners,
Faxm Plaaners, and District Conservationist in a sched@uled series.

Pasture Improvement

Cooperating with the Ixtension Service and PliA Committee the District
is sponsoring a program to stimulate interest in Pasture Improvement.
The prospects that Birdsfoot Trefoil offered have been instrumental
in developing the interest we have so far been able to develope. A
series of three meetings will be held during the winter months., The
first of these meetings saw a turnout of more than fifty farmerse.
These men indicated they plan to renovate more than 300 acres this
coming year, Sccuring adequate supplies of the Trefoil seed will
undoubtedly be a problem,



COLLIISSTIONLR 1l TIVG ACTIVITIES

Humber Attendance
Regular Lieetings 12 | 35
J2int kMeetings,. 4 Districh 5 175
Joint lMectings, PiA Committee 4 : 124
Specicl Meetings 6 26/,

COLSERAVATION EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

llumber Attendance
N s Stories 171
Racios Broadeasts 14
Tork Pocks | 612
Vsteprars Classes 4 8 203
Daronetzeticns 2 1585
Tra;ning School e i 51
Tours : 2 ' 82

Inteve: 5 astings : - 8 12



CONSERVATION PRACTICES

1951 TQ DATS
Contour Cultivation (Acres) 2250 13039
Contour Strip Cropping (Acres) 16 401
Farm Ponds (Each) 2 13
Trese Planting (acres) -9 18,5
Wildlife Area Improvement (Acres) 15 2945
Terraces (liles) 1.9 942
Farm Drainnge (Acres) 72 415
Tile Drainage (Lin, Feect) 42,886 1234991
Open Drains (iiiles) 043 hel
Pasture Improvement (Acres) 7 83
Fence Row lianagenent (lidles) 0.8 22
Creek Straightening (Lin. Feet) 3960 5460
Outlete and Tfatercourses (idles) 047 17

PLANHTHG AlD ASSISTAICE

1951 TQ DATE
Farm Conservation Plans (io, ) 16 279
Applications Received (ilo.) 23
Active Applications (No.) 12
Agriculture Conservation Program :
Participants (Pili) Assisted (io.) 492

GROUF ACTIVITY

1951 TO DaTi
lieighbor Groups Locnted (ilo.) 2 3
Other Groups  (ilos) 1 16

Planning ileetings-ileighbor Groups ' 6 6



CONCLUSION

As a part of our 1951 District Report, we are including a copy

of the Tama County Agricultural Resources Conservation Program.

This program while probnbly not outstanding nor near the final
answer, to us represents a pronounced step forward in Conservation
in our County and District, It represents such a step to us because
we will have closer cooperation with the agencies foremost in the
ficld of coaservation. We have had certain ties with these groups
in the past as outlined in our Districts Progrom of ‘ork. However,
with the directives from the Secretary of Agriculture outlining areas
of responsibilities along with suggzesteda action, we believe this
program with an honest effort by all concerned will result in an
improved Conservation Program.

Districts have been commended many times because they are an example
of democracy in action, Since democracy is exemplified by people
working together we want to t-ke this opportunity to thank the

many fine people associated with the following groups who aided our
District materially during the year just past,

UsSeDuAs Soil Conservation wervice
Agriculture ixtension Service
County PliA Committee

State Soil Conservation Committee
Conscrvaotion Commission

County Superintendent of Schools
Farm Bureau

Also to the many interested individuals who hnve helped to make
the District operate successfully, we say thankyou.

To those who have an interest in the Tama County Soil Conservation
District we respectfully submit this report.

T4lfA COUNTY SOIL COIiS.iRVATION DISTRICT
COLLIISSION.RS
13 H P
by k/,fz,,. ;Z ;yébflfzg%n, Chairman
John F, lorton




OBJECTIVE

Use each acre of Agriculture land within its capabilities znd the treatment of each acre of
land in accordance vith its needs for protection and improvement.

General Information

Inventory

Total Area in county -~ 460,800 acres

Total area in farms —  L4L6,600 acres

Average growing season - 147 days

Average killing frost dates ~— May 6 and September 30

Average annual rainfall —— 32,5 inches

Average size farm -~ 171.5 acres

Owner—operated farms - 504

Principal crops (1949) - Qorn - 138,500 acres
Oats - 75,400 acres
Soybeans - 13,800 acrss
Other Grains - 1,600 acres
Meadow Crops - 102,200 acres

Types of farms

Livestock Specialty 694 308,200 acres
General 1440 62,400 acres
Cash Grain 114 49,200 acres
Dairy 3% 13,400 acres
Other 39 13,40C acres

Tama Gunty was soil mapped in detail in 1937 by the Soil Conservation Service and Division of
Soil Survey: Bureau of Plant Industry both of USDA, and the Iowa Agriculture Fxperiment Station.
At the same time the per cent of slope, dezree of erosion and land use for each soil area was
also mapped.

From erosion and slope surveys a sumiary for the county shows the following:

Topography % of Area Acres Erosion
Level to undulating 9.5% 43,000 Slight
Undulating to rolling  32.6% 146,000 Moderate
Rolling to rough 26.5% 116,000 Serious
Rough to steep 18.3% 73,000 Severe

Bottomland 15:1% 68,00C



Based on threc of the survey items =mmpped, (1) soil type, (2) % of slope, aad (3) dezvee of
erosion, five soil cepability classes of land for use were developed. These are?
Glass 1 =-- Suitable for cultivation without special practices
Class 11 -~ Suilable for cultivation with simple practices
Class 111-- Suitable for cultivation with intensive practices
Class 1V -- Suitable only for ocecasional cultivation
Class V -— ¥ot svitable for cultivation
{(Wote: It must be kept in mind that capabilities are not a2 guide to production
but are guides to the hazards of soil erosion and soil fertility depletion
from cultivation.)

With these classes as a basis & capability map for the entire county was prepared.
Comparision of thils map with land use at the time of mapping shows the following.
Land Use % of Total Acres in Five Classes '
Area Acres X & 115 B 4 Ly v
Cropiand 73:3 336,500 116,100 137,200 Ly, 700 20,100 21,400
Pasture (Permanent) 18.1 83,100 32,700 22,%00 7,100 7,300 13,3900
Woodland Bo7 . 264200 k,200 2,700 2,200 5,500 8,600
Idle O 800 100 300 100 100 200
Totals 1000 Lh46,600 153,000 162,300 51,100 35,000 &L, 100

n L -

Taken from the soils and capability mons a summary £or the county shows the fellowing:

Soil Type and Area Capability Class
1 1E 111 v v Totals
1o Upland Soils deveclomed on Loess
(a)Permesble
(1) Dark Colored
Garwin, Muscatine, Tama 69,472 07,231 21810 L5558 2hsl 195,525

(2) Light Colored
Downs, Fayette 592 12,335 17,433 17,28k 22,437 70,081

(b) Slowly Permendle
¢1) Light Colored
Traer 134 134

2« Upland Soils developed on Glacial
(a) Permeable P11
(1) Dark Colored
. Carrington 352 10,811 11,078 L,041 2,715 28,997
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(b) Slowly Peimetible
(1) Dark Loloved
Bremer, Charikon 1,750 338 3 2,091

L, Soils Devnlomef on alluvial Bottoms
CL..S.J, NV =0 1.-1, "T"’D:."S.L'}.,
Tabo shp jifforeniiated, »
Tahogh-Todeon 58,647 L, 221 9,233 643 108, 74l

Miscellansous

Zouzh broken arcas : ) 337 337
Totols 1534232 162,302 51,090 35,978  Li,0L8 446,450
Problems
' . Pastureland) 500,000 acres
(i wcludinz rotntions and
uplond arecs) 360,000 acres
70,000 acres
eyette, Lindley Areas) 50,000 acres

10,000 acres



Solutions
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B. Conservotvion feaders
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FACILITIZES

ctensiza aided Dy Resources Comm.
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igtrict Commis
aided by SCS.

oners and Extension

PMA aided by Extension and SCS
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ided by Resources Comm,
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nrograms show need
adoption of practices
and wrter conservation.

Samec as for mcchnnical

practiccs,.

Extension aided by Resources
Committee

SCS and PMA

Togcot 2nsion aided by
Resources Committee
7

1, Deteymine nedds for practices
as requesied by narticipants,
Smornts allowed

to be
rviged by SCS
list of partici-

ng ?"all hlr
tecnnldullr sune

.

7mnus and cmounts of approved
HhEctices;,

SCS Will

I, Determine contemplated
practices are practical a2and
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Po Soil Pertility Maintcnance

Practices.
1. Limestone

2ecFertilizers
a2, Commércial

be Animal Manurcs

Ce. Green Manures

3. Crop Residues

L4 Crop Rototions

E. Land Use Practices

1. Pagture
a, Pe:mancnt

1. Bstablishment

Thru educational and AC progroms
show neced for limesitones
Application will be based on soil
tests

Thru educrtien and AC progrims
show necds. applications shoudd
be besed on soll tests

Thra cduecation show need for and
erops adgpted
Thru cducation show value in

maintaining seil feoitility

Thra education and Form pdonning
show nee¢ for rotations in soil
fertility, maintenonce,Rototions
based on soil capabilitiss and
supporting practices

Thru education and AC Program show
neced for treatment and recommended
secvdings. Will be bosed on soil
copobilities

Education=Extension oided by
Resources Committee

ACP -PMA in charge Soil
tests required to
show nced, Interpre-
tation by Extension
aided by SCS

Educntion~-Extension aided by
Resources Committee

ACP =PMA. 41 chaige Soil
Tests vwrgeé te show
need. Interpretation
by Extension aided by

SCS

Ixtension aided by Rasources Comme
Ixtension aided by Resources Convi,
Extension aided by Resources Comm,

Fxtension andé SCS

Zducation - Exbtersion aided by
Resourccs Commn.
AC Program - PMA
Soil tects requircd for Lime
Soil tests sugrested foxr Ferto
Seeding Mixtures from Docket
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2. HReng

2. Woodland

ae. Tree Planting

Pe Stand Imvroveément and
Managene

3. Wildlife
ae Plangings

be Protection

P, Farn Soil and Wate:r Conserwation
Plans

¥, Imitial

2 ° Bas i~€1
a. Groun

Thru sduication and AC

S <Ll

5]

: rogYan show
need for imorovement using recommended

fertilzotion and seuding.

. show
Wiltl

Thra cdueation and AC Progrem
nced for and use of p;antlnvg.
bo bascd o soil capvabilitics

Thru education ana AC Pupgram show
ne«d for proper improvemcat and
o n:ncticos.

2cg fFor wlantiass.

on adapi.d arcas, and

Hard

e 1 LI

Thra efventlon show de.d for o
proteetion ~né vesvlbing bonuflibs.

Ihdividual foaaers requesting oid with
ACP nrrcuvcﬁs B be asked %o become Sail
i) crators by
ial Plap %o
t@ or basic

plone

Tebwal ncizhbor oy small community
groups that are working on intitial
plans or are otherwisge intcrcsted will

be asked to develope and an-ly plans.
Will include all necessary practices,

Education ~ IZxitension aided by
Besources Comme
AC Prozyem — PMA
As for E-1-1-1

&

Extension aldv¢ by
Besources Comme

ficer oided by
=me Clubs anc SGS,

State Cons. Comm, Officew aided by
S e = T P J317 aenl IO
Diste Comme Local Game Clubs ond 3CS.

PHL aidel Dy Resources Comm.

Groun Orgenization - District Comn,
nided by Ixtension oand S
Farm Planning - SCS



be Individual Develope farm plans with i

duals as outlined in F-1-2

vparticularly in areas where plan

will be used as demonstration.
Will be limited

G. Crop Rroduction & Cultural

Practices
1l Crops
a. New & Improved Varieties
1, Grains Thru education bring information
relotive to uew and improved varities
Supervise activities for seed in-
crease plots sud veristy tests,
2. Torages Thru education bring information

relative to ncw and improved varities
Supervise activities for seed in-
creasc plots and varisity tests,

be Harvesting Lf#ion furnish information
&

1
\C c&l seed and foragze

Cs Securing Stands

oS

1, Seeding rates Thru ecducation furnis
on rates to insure OCOnOMiCRL stands

ormation

of grains and forarces
2+ Methods Thru education furnish information
cn methods to insure econonical

stands

2e Weed Control
a., Mechanical Thru education show need For weed
control and mechrnical control metheod

Tl“u educntion show neced for chemical
controlncthods cnd types of chemical
to wmse,

b, Chemical

Farm Planning -- SCS

@]

Edvcr-tion- 3‘

rease—~ D‘S
vided D} Resources Comii.

B

by Resources

Commissioner
Basources

ources Comn.

ssicners

tension aided by Resouvrces (onvie

2d by Resources Comm,

. by Resources Coim.

Fxtension

cq‘vtuou
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BEconounics
1., Tenure
a. Leases

2+Crop .Storage

3. Finances

=
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gripment

w
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5. Labor

Thru cducation furnish information
on inproved types. of leases, por-
ticularly those lecading tc improved
land usce

Thru educrsion furnish information

on storage, storage buildings, loans,

and stordze 1lornSe

hru
on a1l
farnm cntey

Conduct surve::
ané¢ aveilabil
and naterial

to detarnine necds

o e feisi 0ViICn t

Thru educ~tion make kxnown onoroved
lavor saving methods. Agsists in

localing anéd placing faram labor.

Extension aided by Resources Comil.

; Loans PMA

vwe Buildinz Loans -PMA FHA
Storaze Bu1]5i1* plans— Extentsion
PMA

THA, PCA NFLA - id 5 by
Besrnurces Committie

Mobilization Committee

Moolllnb*lon uommlttoo



