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News and Views 

W1th beef pnc;!s the be~t the> ha'e 
been 1n several years. cattle 
producers need to pay close attenuon 
to pasturf' 1mpr0\Pmem a local 
conservauon d1stnct leader says 

Q-asses and legumes are the 
cheapest source of good nutnhon for -
beef and other grazUlg ammals, but 
we need to keep a close watch on 
pasture s tands and our fertihzauon 
programs," says Henry Lyphout. 
cha1rman of the Benton County SoLI 
Conservation Dlstnct 

" Low cattle pnces and h1gh fer· 
llhzer costs m recent years have 
diverted our attenl\on from good 
pasture management," Lyphout says 
"(~lite SlmQIY II was too expenSIVe IO 
mamtam pastures wh1le lostng money 
on cattle · 

"Th1s cost-price squeeze a I so 
caused many producers to ' plow up 
slop1og pastureland to plant to 
sorghum, corn. soybeans. or other 
row crops,' Lyphout says " It IS lime 
to reverse th1s trend and put our 
marginal c ropland acres back into 
so1l conserVIng forage crops " 

" We thmk the tlme IS npe to fer· 
llhze, renovate, reseed, and above all, 
to manage our pastures for a good 
source of economical feed for cattle, 
and for conservahon," Lyphout says • 
" We are parucularly keen on tlus · 
r1ght now because a well-managed 
pasture - of all conservation prac­
tices - is one of the most effective 

... fro m your 

Soil Conservation District 
means of consen1ng SOLI and water 
and keepmg our streams and ponds 
clean 

I estimate that there are 29.000 
acres of pasture m Benton Lount) that 
are show1ng problems from m· 
suff1c1ent management. · Lyphout 
sa1d ·As cattle pnces are once agam 
favorable these pasture;, should get 
attention thiS spnng and next fall 

A pasture wh1ch IS well dramed and 
ferule could be torn up w!lh a ch1sel or 
d1sk. fe rulized accordmg to a so1ltest, 
and seeded to 6 lbs alfalfa and 8 Jbs 
brome grass per acre with one bushel 
of oats added as a nurse crop Th1s 
m1xture will produce twtce as much 
forage as a bluegrass pasture. ac· 
cording to Floyd Peters. Dlstr1ct 
Conser vallomst Another m1xture 
wh1ch will produce more feed m mid­
summer and wtll not reQuire 
rehovauon as often, would be 6 Jbs 
birdsfoot trefotl and 2 lbs of orchard 
grass along w1th t bushel of oats per 
acre Wet areas could be seeded to 10. 
12 lbs per acre of reed canary grass 
along w1lh 1 bushel of oats. stated 
Peters 

SCS HELP A \ 'AILABLE 
Techmcal ass1stance IS available 

from the Soil Conservation Service to 
help livestock producers solve their 
pasture Improvement problems 

For more Ulformauon contact the 
Soli Conservation SerVIce Vinton, 
telephone number 472·2161 


