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Schimerowski Park - a jewel in a small town setting 
by Lou Waite 

In 1947, Stanley Schimerowskl 
decided to create a pond on a tract of 
has land located near Earbng 10 
Shelby County. And so. as the 
story goes he dtdl rt was the firM 
man-made pond 10 the county and 
so garnered quite a lot of auenuon. 

Perhaps because the ~lie was 
enjoyed by so many. m 1967. Stan 
donated the area to Shelby County 
to be mamtruned as a park h; the 
City of Earhng. It became a pan of 
the Shelby County Conservauon 
Board Park System. 

The county removed several old 
hulld10gs on the sate bUill a snettcr­
hoU5c and provaded ptcmc tables. 
grills, playground equtpment. etc. 
Since u was located not far from 
Highway 191. the park attracted not 
only '•sitors from the surrounding 
vicinalies, but from far and wade 

But Father Time and Mother 
Nature brought about changes, as 
they are de.,uned to do. The pond 
silted in: the buildmgs deteriorated, 
and the area needOO further 
landscaprng and tmprovemenrs. 
Last year. the butldings were re­
roofed. some tanm.caping done and 
evergreen trees planted as well as 
prame grasses. etc., all done by the 
County Conservation Board. 
Budget concerns, however. 
prevented anything more extensive 
from beang earned out. The silted­
in pond, for example, would be too 
expensave to remedy. 

Jim Schimerowski and his wife, 
Mary Lou, always maintained an 
anterest an the park. Mary Lou. 
while serving two terms as Mayor 
of Earling, encouraged seeking 
ways of renovating the area, and 
perhaps addmg to its recreational 
facilities. 

That interest was maintained by 
current mayor, Jerry Bissen, and the 
park board· Dean Finken, Dean ana 
Marie Langenfeld and the 
Schimerowskis. But who could 
help? 

... KW 

\ \ 
•• I II' ~ .... ,r ,., .. ,.~ 
lww.l'l•, ..,.,a ,,... ,, 
"." , ... ,, 

\ - \ -

- ... 
\ \ 

\ \ \ - - ·-

Seated, Mary Lou and Jim Schimerowski. Standing Darby Sanders, Shelby County Conserva tion Board Director; J erry 
Bissen, Mayor of Earling; Roo Peterson, Civil Engineer; Jeff Darling, State Soil Con!oervation Technician and Jim 
Sharp, NRCS District Conservationist. 

They consulted Darby Sanders, 
Shelby County Conservation Board 
Duector. Gayland Hall, NRCS Sotl 
Conservationist became involved, 
as did Ron Peterson, Civil 
Engineer, all of whom viewed the 
Site and gathered data. 

To make a long story shorter, 11 
was dectded the poodtng area could 
be designated a shallow water 
wetland Funding, therefore, could 
be sought from various sources. 
And so could be formed a 
sponsoring partnership of the 
NRCS, Fish and Wildlife Semce, 
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Schimerowski Park 

wetland design 
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County Conservation Board, City 
of Earlmg and the City and County 
Park Committees. 

It could also involve some of 
the landowners around the area_ if 
plans were realized. Through a 
continuous CRP lease agreement. 
protectave buffer stnps could be 
anslalled around the wetland area, 
with the cooperataon of these 
landowners. These would be planted 
to natave praane grasses and 
wildflowers. This would not only 
enhance the beauty of the area, but 
attract wtJdlife and gave visttors the 
opportunity to enJOY nature as it 
was meant to be 

Two structures would be bualt 
for erosion control An additional 
shelter-house might be erected, and 
an observation deck installed over 
the water. A walk would be laid, 
leading from the city into and 
through the park, if enough funds 
were genernted. An island an the 
pond would conl31n nestmg barrels 
for wildfowl use. The area behind 
the dam would be dredged, and dirt 
fill added to the dam to re-create the 
ponding area. 

It is 10decd an ambitious 
undertakang, but wath so many 
dedicated persons involved, one 
could almost make a wager that it 
wall succeed. Darby Sanders, in 
fact, assured, "It wall happen, one 
way or another." 

srud, "!think of the kids who will 
learn so much about ecology. The 
more they learn about the land. the 
more respect they Wlll have for 11 
when they reach adulthood." 

Jim went on to say that not 
only would the area be a "nature 
lesson" for the young, but a place 
of peace and refuge for all. "For 
example," he recalled, "I once 
talked to a salesman who had been 
traveling through the area, saw the 
park, and stopped there to relax for 
a whtle and catch up on his 
paperwork." 

Mary Lou added, "The personnel 
from the County Conservation 
Board are willing to hold SCSSIOOS 
at the park for the children . or 
anyone interested. It will be an 
educational opportunity, especl3lly 
for the kids, and a chance to view a 
real wetland up close." 

children are "all scattered 
throughout MJnnesota, Montana. 
Ohio and Iowa". They have 16 
grandchildren. and two "greats". But 
when the fam tly members touch 
base with thetr roots, they surely 
will enJOY vtstting the park. And 
perhaps take pnde m the fact that 11 
bears the family name. thanks to an 
ancestor who was generous and 
farseemg. 

Jim and Mary Lou are "retired" 
from farming. but far from bemg 
retiring They are acuve members 
of St. Joseph's Church. She still 
serves on the city counctl and caters 
for various soc•al affatrs. (Funeral 
dinner are catered free of charge). 
When they are not mvolved m 
community activttles or 
humanitarian causes, the 
Schimerowskis hke to travel 

Gerald (Jerry) Bissen, who •s 
semng his second term as mayor, 
is also a retired farmer. He feels the 
wetland area would be a 
"tremendous benefit" for the city. 
county and even the state. 

He and hts wife. Sylvta, have 
nmechtldren, 15 grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild Their family, 
too, is scattered but surely they 
share fond memones of the park as 
11 was, and would enJOy see10g 
what it can and will be. 

:;o .?o~-tfo Jim and Mary Lou have 
m F~n confidence •n the outcome. Jim 

Jam added a practical note, "If 
this all works out, there wil l be no 
cost to the taxpayer." Has rationale 
was that NRCS cost share and 
other agency grant programs would 
provide financial aid. In addition, 
donauons totaling $2500 have been 
made by the Farmers Trust & 
Savings Bank and the 
Schimerowsk•s. to be utilized in 
the park improvement. Other 
local/area citizens may wish to add 
to thiS fund 10 the future. 

The Schimerowski's seven 

"The whole town is united 
toward this goal," Bissen noted . 
"With so much going for it. at's 
bound to happen." 

•--------------------------------------~ 
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1998 Cost-share policies Windbreaks 
& Wildlife The Shelby County S01l and 

Water Conservanon Dtstnct 
Comm•ssioncrs have finah7.ed the 
polictes for State cost-share funds 

Apphcauons for 1998 wtll be 
accepted begmning at 7:30 a.m. 
on January 2. 1998. at the Harlan 
NRCsoffice. 

I) Stgn-up will be divtded into 
three categones: Spnng. Summer 
and Fall. Names will be 
chronologically approved a~ that 
season's funds become available. 
There wtll be no assurances of any 
fall allocations The pnonty 
system adopted and cost-share rates 
wtU apply as follows 

HJGH PRIO RITY 
I TERRACES - Topsoiling i!. 
required on terraces and •s 
mcluded m the following rates: 

Narrow Base (A ) ·• 5W of 
SUS per foot. or SO% of the 
cost. tf less. 

Grassed Backslope -· 50% of 
$ 1.40 per foot, or SO% of the 
cost. •f less. 

Broadbase ·· SO% of S. 90 per 
fooL or 50% of the cost. •f less. 

Esumated cost on ule, mtake.~ 
and outlets: Payment based on 
SO% of esumated cost. or SO% of 
the cost. tf less. 

6" tile - S 1.30 per foot (not to 
exceed 200' below terraces) 

S" tile - $1.05 per foot (not to 
exceed 200' below terraces) 

8" tile - S 1.80 per foot (not to 
exceed 200' below terraces) 

6" mtake.~- SISO.OO 
12" intakes - $400.00 

Outlet - S 100.00 
2 WATER & SEDIMENT 
CONTROL BASIN (638) 

SO% of$ .80 cubtc yard or 
50% of cost-share. tf less, not to 
exceed S3SOO. 
3. UNDERGROUND OUTLET 
(TILE) 

Tiling will be cost-shared at 
SO% of the esomated cost, or 
SO% of the cost if tess. and only 
200' per tntake. 

MEDIUM PRIORITY 
1. G RADE STABILIZATION 
STRUCTURE 

Grade stabilization structures 
built to NRCS specifications will 
be cost-shared at SO% of esomated 
cost or actual cost. whtchever IS 
less. not to exceed a maximum of 
S3500. 
2. GRASSED WATERWAY 

Waterways staked and 
constructed to NRCS 
specifications wtll be cost-shared 
at 50% of S .75 per foot. or 50% 
of the cost if less. Tile •s eligible 
for cost-share where the subsurface 
dratnage •s rcqutred to permtt 
establishment and mamtenance of 
the waterway. Total waterway/ble 
cost-share at 50%, not to exceed a 
maximum of $3500 
3. WATERWAY OUTLET 

Outlets constructed to NRCS 
specs w.U be cost-shared at 50% 
of the estimated cost or actual 
cost, whtchever •s less. not to 
exceed a maximum of $3500. 

SHELBY CO 
STATE BANK 

We support conseruotion, and commend our 
former clients for their efforts toword 

preseruing noturol resources. 

FIR ----... 
Offices (oreo code 712); 

Horlon, 755- 5112 Shelby 544- 2626 
Elk Horn, 764- 5067 Ponomo, 489- 2424 

Portsmouth, 743 - 2715 Irwin, 782- 3155 

SUMMER INCENTivE --
60% COST-SHARE 

by Donna Arkfeld Funds for summer construction 
can only be obligated after June I 
and the temces must be completcq 
by August 15. No extenstons. 
People recetvtng summer cost­
share funds will need to build 
terraces dunng the summer. 
Extenstons will not be granted due 
to the operator having com or 
beans to harvest The dtstnct wtll 
help stake out areas for small 

Wmdbreaks can support wildlife · " "'ll"t~ '!w:.•,~.~ 

gr.un where the terraces are to be 
constructed. 

Fall applied N 
no-till opP.ortunity 

~-~~~~~ 
by Bill Hammitt 

Many acres of arlhydrous 
ammonia were applied this fall . 
due to the unusually mce late 
November weather. This will give 
many farmers an excellent 
opportumty to try no-ttll com on 
thetr soybean ground next spring. 

Soybean ground is often 11 lied 
in the spring because spring 
ammonia application may cause 
seedling InJury to com plants m 
some no-ull snuauons. This isn't 
a problem wnh fall-applied 
ammonia. There is also much less 
compacuon from fall applicauon. 
and the wmter freeze and thaw 
leaves the soil mellow for 
plant mg. 

If you are a farmer m th•s 
situation. wtth all or part of the 
ammonia already apphed. don'tlet 
thts opportunity pass you by Try 
some no-till com and save some 
sotl, time and fuel. 

which add beauty and pleasure to 
our hves. They also sustam birds 
that eat msect pests, improve 
hunong opportunllles and provtde 
a focal point for family outdoor 
activntes. Windbreaks help 
wildJ• fe and 10 some areas are 
essential to survival of the wildltfe 
we enJOy. You can add wtldhfe 
benefits to windbreak plantings 
whether your main goal•s to 
shelter crops. bvestock, roads. a 
home or farmstead 

A place to nest 
Wmdbreaks provtde nest.ing 

habttat for a wide vanety of birds 
and other species. Species. 
mcludmg sqwrrels and couootail 
rabbtts, nest in windbreaks. and 
white-tailed dP.Cr with fawns use 
them for cover. 

Food and foraging sites 
Windbreaks proVIde food for 

wildhfe as well as protective cover 
when they forage in adjacent areas. 
Food potentially available m 
windbreaks mcludes fruits. nuts. 
acorns. seed. foliage. and msects 
or Olhcr invertebrates. 

Shelter from predation •• 
escape cover 

Windbreaks provide escape cover 
and refuge for many Wlldhfe 
spectes. Pheasants can often stay 
near wmdbrcak cover while 
feeding. Dunng midday loafrng 
periods, the woody vegetauon 
offers refuge from people and 
overhead predators. 

Shelter from weather 
Shelter from the wmd •s a 

criucal aspect of wildlife survival 
in wtnter An animal mruntallls 
warmth by avoidmg exposure to 
the wmd. ideally m a warm, sunny 

Hit Pay Dirt 
SKID 

LOAD(RS 

• Models available w1th SAE operatmg capaCJtles from 
650 tbs to 2050 lbs. 

• Standard 01rt/Construct•on Buckets IVIlh capacities lrom 
7.3 cu. ft. to 17 cu It 

• Wide vanety of attachments ava•lable 
• H1gh capac•ty aux11iary hydraulics 
• See your local authonzed dealer for S<Jles. seMte parts 

and financmg 

Budd 11 berrer '"lh Gehl 

CicHL. 
NELSON FARM SUPPLY 
606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, lA 51537 

712· 755-3115 1·800· 772·6184 

spot and by fluffing feathers or fur 
coats. An animal must balance the 
needs of findtng food against the 
mcreascd exposure to wind when 
foragmg. 

Applicants for all department 
programs will be g1ven equal 
considerauon without regard to 

race. age. color. sex or natural 
on gin 

- Information source: 
University of Nebraska Extcntion 

Service. 

Windbreak 
cost-share funds 
are available 
by J oann Schulte 

Cost-share dollars are available 
for windbreaks through the REAP 
Program (Resource Enhancement 
and Protection). Under the REAP 
program. the wmdbrcak needs to 
meet Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
specifications. To be eligible for 
the program. the applicant must 
produce either food or fiber. Funds 
are avatlable at the 75% cost-share 
rate up to $12 per tree $2.25 per 

shrub and $700 total per 
windbreak. 

lf you are mterested in 
receiving asststance, contact the 
Shelby County Soil and Water 
conservation Dtstrict at 712-755-
24 17. Your application must be 
approved by the District 
Commissioners and the windbreak 
will be planted during the spring 
of 1998. 

The best time to plan a 
wmdbreak is now! 

SERVICES 

Jack Stamp 
Sales rep for 

Pioneer products 

Persia Office: 

712-488-2014 

Shelby Office: 
712-544-2020 

PIONEER. 
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Aust retires after 42-year career 
Erwin Aust, ProJects 

Coordinator, Iowa State office 
staff with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
located 10 Council Bluffs, retired 
December 31 of last year. 

"Ernie". as he is more 
familiarly known, completed an 
almost 42-yearcareer with the 
USDA, Soil Conservation 
Service/Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in Iowa. To 
all who knew h1m -- his peers, his 
friends and co-workers- be was a 
dynamic, highly motivated 
individual, successful at whatever 
he set out to do. 

He began h1s career as a 
student-trainee in Storm Lake in 
1955. After graduation, he was 
employed in the Chariton and 
Osceola areas unUl 1958. when he 
began service with the United 
States Army. 

He reported to the Oakland 
office in 1962, and in 1965, 
became district conservationist at 
Hampton. In 1970, he and hiS 
family made their home m 
Shenandoah, where they still 
reside. 

Ernie held the pos1110n of Area 
Conservationist for 24 years, the 
longest tenure of any SCS 
employee m lowa. In 1994-95, he 
became planning staff leader 10 the 
state office in Des Momes. 
Following that, he served in the 
position from which he retired. 

Ern1e stated that he has always 
been dedicated to giving good 
service to the public, and lending 
support to field office staff. HlS 
goal was to see effective 
conservation measures carried out 
on the land. He strove to prov1de 
leadership during the transition 
from voluntary to compliance 
conservation and the adJustments 
which personnel, conservation 
districts and fanners had to make. 
"Thanks to all of them". he noted, 
"conservation efforts have 
continued Many conservation 
programs and support to rural 
areas was made in my area of 
Iowa. In addition to the ua<litional 
programs, numerous watershed 
projects have been organized and 
completed. These have provided 
recreation and water supplies, 
along wub gully erosion and flood 
control." 

Ernie also helped organize the 
multi-county Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) programs in southwest 
Iowa, and gave them support. • As 
far as interest and concern are 
10volved, I will always conunue 
support of them," he stated. 

Ern1e and his wife Pat are 
parents of seven children. The five 
eldest are graduates of Iowa State 
Univers1ty, their parent's alma 
mater. The two youngest are 
pursuing degrees at Creighton 
University and S1mpson College, 

We salute the 
conservation efforts 
of area farmers 

Cargill Corn Milling 
Blair, Nebraska 

Favorite Recipes 
of NRCS personnel 

Crock Pot Scalloped 
Potatoes 

I can Cheddar cheese soup 
1 can cream of chicken or cream 

of mushroom soup 
1f}.lb chopped ham 
1 onion. chopped 
Sliced potatoes 
1n a crock pot, cookon high for 

5-6 hours,or on low for7-8 hours. 

Baked Hash Browns 

2 lbs. hash browns, 
thawed 

1 tsp salt 
2 Tbsp mtnced onion 
1 can cream of 

chicken soup 
1 cup sour cream 
If}. cup melted margarine 
Mix and pour into baking dish. 
Bake at 325 degrees for 45 
mmutes. 

respectively 
The Austs will continue their 

res1dency in Shenandoah. "We'll 
enjoy havmg more ume to spend 
with our children and 
grandchildren." Ernie said. "but I 
will always have an mterest m the 
land and the people who care for 
it." 

AGRI Grain Marketing 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

• 

1-800-228-7038 

Iowa Watersheds annual meeting 
The third Annual Meeung of 

Iowa Watersheds was held Tuesday, 
December 16 in the Farm Bureau 
Au<litorium in West Des Momes. 

Roger Schnoor. Chatrman, 
welcomed those present and gave a 
brief ovemew of the organization's 
beginning, accomplishments to 
date, and plans for the future. 
Among the goals for 1998 were 
increasing the membership, 
continuing to work toward gainmg 
fmancial assistance to small 
watershed projects and organizing a 
Watershed in Operation Committee. 

A panel composed of Dr. Jerry 
Hatfield, National Soil Tilth 
Laboratocy; Dr. Gerald Miller, Iowa 
State Extension Service and Lmda 
Kmman. Iowa Association of Water 
Agcnc1es, presented "Usmg a 
watershed-based approach" toward 
conservauon planning. Discussed 
were non-point pollution, 
mventory accessibility and 
evaluation of the quality of water. 
Also <liscussed was the fact that 
producers and their suppliers treat 
manure as a waste rather than a 
nutrient. It was brought out that 
very few people see the economical 
value of manure. 

A question and answer period 
preceded lunch. During the 
afternoon business sess1on, ballots 
were cast for 3 three-year terms and 
one two-year term on the Watershed 
Board of Directors. 

Successful candtdates were Don 
Avery of Onumwa, Leland 
Carmichael of Red Oak, Roger 
Wolf of Des Momcs and Larry 
DuVal of Onawa. 

It was announced that a Spring 
Watershed Workshop lS planned for 
April m southeastern Iowa, with 
the Soap Creek Watershed Board as 
hosts. Other sponsors will be Iowa 
Watersheds, Monroe SWCD and 
County Board of Supervisors 
(BOS), Wapello SWCD & BOS, 
Davis County SWCD & BOS and 
Appanoose SWCD and BOS.The 
date, meeting location and program 
details will be announced at a later 
date. 

Representing the Quad District 
was Michelle Zimmerman, East 
Pottawattam1e Resource 
Planner.Lou Waite of the Harrison 
DJStnct, who serves as newsletter 
editor, was unable to attend. A 
bouquet of flowers presented in 
apprec1at1on of her efforts was 
returned to her by Bob Grote. Jack 
Wendt and Mlck Lemen, Mosquito 
Creek Watershed <lirectors from 
Portsmouth, who were also in 
attendance. 

Ztmmerman commented 
"Remember, everyone lives in a 
watershed. That is why it IS so 
important to support watershed 
planrung. management and 
operation and maintenance concepts 
to address the preservation of 
natural resources.· 

Change of address?? 
Please notify us! 

Write to 71~ N. 2nd .Ave., 
Logan. IA 5 1546 
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ROBINSON IMPLEMENT. INC . 
Cora Street • Box 257 

Irwin, Iowa 51446-0257 
Ph (712) 782-3171 • Fax (712) 782-3173 
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by Lou Waite 

As youngsters, W1ll1am ("Bill") 
a.nd James Coulthard, hvmg 10 Las 
Vegas. Nevada, enJOyed vis1ung the 
family farm in Harrison County. 
Iowa. Almost every summer and 
autumn, they expenenced ruralltfe 
and umes w1th their grandfather. 
David Lloyd Coulthard and their 
father G. William ("Btll"). Dunng 
these ventures to Iowa, their father, 
Bill, would reminisce about his 
own boyhood and youth on the 
farm, addmg to the lore and allure 
of the place. 

Today through a trust 
established by their father, now 
deceased. the sons and their mother, 
Diane Coulthard Kneeland, are 
owners of the land. Unlike those 
who might not wish to cope with 
the inconveniences of being 
"absentee" landholders, they are 
carrying on family tradition. 
Having recently acquired more land 
m the area, Coulthard Trust and 
Coulthard Family Farms presently 
encompasses over 2800 acres. 

Having these facts, one would 
envision vast fields of com and 
soybeans, or perhaps feedlots filled 
w1th livestock ... typ1cal Iowa 
farm scenes ... but this IS not so! 
All of the "livestock" on the 
Coulthard land IS Wild and free 

Free to shelter or nest in 99-
foot-WJde grassed buffer stnps 
wluch parallel each waterway. are 
pheasant, quail , wild turkey, and 
other small furry or feathered 
creatures. They are free to feed 10 a 
number of food plots. with even 
more planned for the future. Each 
plot is from S to 7 acres. and 
croppmg IS rotated to mamtatn 
producuon. Cnuers may find refuge 
m the taU native grasses and 
wildflowers planted around and 
among various wmdbreaks and tree 
planungs. 

Diane Kneeland's love of trees 
1s illustrated by the following 
story. wh1ch Bill verified as true. It 
seems there was a fenceline 
mflltratcd by tree growth to the 
point that 11 had to be constantly 
repaired When Diane was told the 
only way to remedy the situauon 
would be to remove tl1e trees. she 
said "No! No trees are to be cuL" 
So the final soluuon was to make a 
"living fence" by addmg four more 
rows of trees to those already 
existing. Th1s created an effecuvc 
barrier. and add.Juon of nauve 
grasses and wildflowers made 11 

auracuve as well as excellent 
Wildlife habllal. 

Sandy ground along a river has 
also been planted to prame grasses. 
and a 1 0-acre area is bemg 
established as a wetland through the 
contmuous CRP program. Several 
ponds with nesting ISlands for 
ducks and geese will be lllCreased 
by a new 10-acre addition. The tree 
population will also be enhanced. 
wtth plans to plant 2,000 additional 
each year. 

Family shares a 
creatures and all 

love of the 
great a~d 

land 
small 

docs not share th1s hunung mterest 
as an achve member of the local 
chapter of the Humane Society. 
She 1s an avid connoisseur and 
collector of antiques. During trips 
to Iowa, she always ftnds ume for a 
vis1t to Walnut. 

Bill1s on the board of trustees 
for the Nevada chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy and acuve in 
Ducks Unlim1tcd, etc. He is also 
associated with various 
organll<!tioos relatJng to hiS legal 
profession 

James, a commercial real estate 
broker with Diversified Realty tn 
Las Vegas. holds an office with the 
local chapter of Ducks Untimsted 
He is also an acuvc member of The 
Nature Conservancy and other 
conservauon agencies. James has 
taken a very hands-on approach to 
the farmmg operauon and w1ldlife 
enhancement proJects. In the fall 
however. the best place to find 
James IS m the duck blind. 

Gary Thien managed the 
Coulthard ag interests for 20 years 
while associated with Council 
Bluffs Savings Bank, wluch later 
became Firstar Bank. After forming 
Thien Farm Management. Gary 
conunues as manager of the 
fanuly's personal properues, while 
the trust remains with Firs tar Farm 
Managment. 

manager and rural appra!SCr. He ts 
Dtrector of DIStrict Four (Iowa, 
Minnesota, Wisconsm and 
Missouri) for the American Soc1ety 
of Farm Managers. He also served 
three years as an USA-ID (forc1gn 
a1d) intemahonal consultant to the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. He 
commented that dunng his tenure, 
.no-ull farmmg was being 
Implemented in those countries. 

Jim Young of Firstar Farm 
Management in Sioux City has 
been manager for Coulthard Trust 
during the past two and one-half 
years. He said he felt the Coulthard 
operation LS extraordmary and 
certainly commendable. 'They are 
creating a wonderful wildlife refuge, 
but also practicing good 
conservauon and mamtatrung a 
viable ag operation, • he stated. 

The Coulthard acres arc among 
4,000 personally managed by 
Young. pnmarily m Iowa. His 
major responsibility with Firstar IS 
heading the department of farm 
management. but be keeps in close 
touch w1th "what's happening" 
with his clients. He also owns and 
operates three farms ncar Bronson. 
Iowa. wh1ch gives him "hands-on" 
e.qletience. 

Russ Kurth, District 
Conservationist said. "The 
Coullhards have taken advantage of 
USDA's conunuous CRP program. 
They are entering 10 acres as a 

shallow water wetland, which will 
benefit wildlife. Plans arc to 
construct a dike to contain water o 
the1r land. This past spnng they 
planted a 2.4 acre windbreak wluct 
cons1sted of 400 trees and 2,600 
shrubs. 

"They have also planted over 5( 
acres of filter strips along the 
streams wluch run through therr 
land. The filter strips have been 
seeded to native, warm season 
grasse~ and will proVIde wildlife 
habitat. The Stnps wjU also 
improve water quality by filtering 
sed~ment and nutrients from the 
runoff water." 

Bill Coulthard gave eloquent, 
final expression to his thoughts, 
saying, "Our goal is to pass along 
to our children what was g1ven to 
us. This land was my grandfather 
and father's love, and now 11 is 
mme, my mother's and James'. We 
want to create w1ldlife habttat and 
resources for future generauons to 
enjoy, and for them to learn from, 
as we have learned. I thinlc as 
landowners, we have an obligation 
·Lo do this. It 1s more than an 
obligation for us. howevef'. It is 
our dream and our desire." 

by 

The Coulthards hope to attract 
and provide habitat for more wild 
turkeys, as well as pheasants, quail 
and other species of wildlife. They 
hope to see more migratory birds. 
such as ducks and geese. and 
prov1de food and hab1tat for them. 
Deer are already plentiful in the 
area. but they as well as the smaller 
arumals are welcome 

Not to gJVe the wrong 
impression, there is extensive ,. 
cropland. It IS custom-farmed, witn 
mamly com and soybeans produced. 
As Bill agreed, when the quip was 
jestingly made, "there has to be 
some way to pay for all the native 
grasses and trees" planned for the 
farm. Anyone also pncmg cCJtaJn 
grass and wildflower seed muturcs 
would concur 

"The Coulthards have always 
been very seriSlbve toward propeny 
management. conservation and 
environmental concerns, • Gary 
noted, "and this has passed down to 
each generation. They choose to 
use chemicals and tillage systems 
which are friendly to the 
environmenL Technological 
advances in the past 20 years ... 
new machines, new chemicals, etc. 
... have changed the way farmmg 
is done. and they have kept up with 
those changes. They are also 

Dunlap "3 
Farmers Co-op ~ 

B11l Coulthard IS a tnal attorney 
with the law firm of Harrison, 
Kemp and Jones m Las Vegas. He 
1s follow10g the profession of his 
father before him. He and his w1fe. 
Heather, have one son, Lane 
William, who IS two. Bill said 
although he loves wlldl1fe, he also 
hkes to hunt and 1s an av1d 
outdoorsman. Heather, however, 

protecting and preserving wildlife 
and wildlife habitat. They are 
concerned about the farms. but also 
about the people who operate them 
and have become personal fnends 
with them My JOb has always 
been to meet !herr goals. They are 
fine people and always fair. I 
appreciate them as clients and enjoy 
worlang with them " 

Gary IS an accredited farm 

Woodbine Oil Company 

Top qunlity fuel 
Fnst, efficient seruice 

Dwight & Marian Mills 
712 - 647 -2 21 7, Woodbine, I A 

Offers a full line of · 
products and services 

FEED - FERTIUZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GWNDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 

OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BAl"I'EWES- PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES- BA'I"I'ERIFS- PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAUUNG 

ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES 

Elevator (712) 643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 
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A Charolas calf from the Dubas!Funk herd with tbe scenic Loess Hills in the background. 

by Lou Waite 

Patnck. (call him Pat) Dubas 
grew up on a farm near Fullerton. 
Nebraska. As a Four-H member. he 
showed cattle, and while in high 
school was a member of FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) and a 
rec1p1ent of 1ts State Farmer Award. 
He enjoyed working with cattle, 
and gallled a grea1 amoun1 of 
knowledge and experience while 
still a youth. 

"After !ugh school. I worlced for 
,Larry and Mary Ann Schwarz at 
Archer. Nebraska." Pat recalled. 
"They became good fnends as well 

1 as em ployer.s. and I learned so 
much from them." With a smile, 
he added, "They taught me a lot 
about the operation, but also about 
life m general." 

Pat well remembers his first 
experience with rotational grazing 

Nutrena 
~Feeds 

. ~ · 
WOODBINE FAR 

SUPPLY 
Nutrena Feeds 

livestock Equipment 
Chemicals 

Animal Health Aids 

PIONEER. 
BRAND · PRODUCTS 

Rolling Hills, Inc. 
Francis Harper 
712-647-2220 
Rick Powell 

712-648-2569 

521 Walker St. 
Woodbine,IA 

wh1le w1th the Schwarz operanon. 
"I took 200 cow-calf famil1es to 
Rose, in western Nebraska. to be 
grazed on summer pasture. On 
August I, I got a call from the 
landowner who srud the grnss was 
gone. and 'come get the cattle'! 
Now you don't JUSt find available 
grnss that late in the summer, so I 
made a lot of franuc phone calls 
before I finally found a place for 
lhem. That taughl me a good 
lesson. which is that proper 
management 1s the true key to 
success m rotational grazing. It 
also made me feel that I wasn't 
crazy about trying n again." 

Pat later progressed to becommg 
feed-m1ll manager at a 15.000 
capacity feed lot at Columbus, 
Nebraska. There he furthered his 
knowledge of livestock nutrition 
and management procedures. 

A mutual friend imroduced him 
to Dale Funk, owner of 
Lumberman's Bnck and Supply 
Company in Omaha. Dale owned 
farms in Iowa's Harrison and 
Monona Counties and was looking 
for someone to manage a cattle 
operation there. He offered Pat the 
pos•tion. 

"111 admit I wasn't eager to 11y 
rotatiOnal grazmg agam, and that 
was what Dale wanted". Pat said. 
with a wry grin. "Moving to fo,ya 
and teanng up roots m addition 10 
trying something I found 
questionable wasn't too appealmg. 
But Dale was pretty persuasive so 
eventually, with an OK from the 
fam1Jy, I accepted " 

That was two years ago, and led 
to the establishment of Dubas­
Funk Purebred CharolaJs. The 
can le are owned mdJVJdually. but 

Keuin Ring 
i.3!1.!----n B u II do zing ~i#,~~ 

~~~&& Haulin 
Bulldozing • Ternclng • Building Site 
GrectiAg • Clearing • Rll Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Hauling Rock, Send, Dirt & 
Rsphelt 

712-485-2431 Neola, 1 A 

RANDY PRYOR 
AUCTIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Phone# 

(712) 647-2712 

Pat Dubas and Gayland Hall, Soil Conservationist, revie~ an 
EQIP plan for pasture management. · 

the herd is combined under One 
company title. Ear tags 1dcnufy 
"whose are whose", and all are 
maintained on Funk's farms. 

Some com IS grown on the 
farms. but 350 acres of pasture IS 

utilized for the cattle operauon. On 
the Harrison County. Lmcoln 
Township farm where Pat lives, 
200 acres of pasture is divided into 
12 paddocks. Fencmg between 

paddocks is 14-gauge elcctnc wue. 
wnh four strands of bart>ed wtre 
around the perimeter. Through 
assistance of NRCS and the EQIP 
program. a new weU was added m 
the spring of 1997. 3,000 feet of 
underground p1pe carries water to 
each paddock. 

Of the 140 cows m the herd 20 
will calve in the fall. Pat retains 

Continued on Page 7 
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Famous Quotes in Agriculture: 

"Farming looks mightly easy when your plow is a pencil and 
you're a thousand miles from the corn field 

... Dwight D. Eisenhower 
"Treat the land well. It was not given to you by your parents. 

It was loaned to you by your children. 
• •• African Proverb 

"The land must be conserved with care since It Is intended 
to be fruiHul for generation upon generation. You who live In 
the heartland of America have been entrusted with some of the 
earth's best land: the soil so rich In minerals, the climate so 
favorable for producing bountiful crops, with fresh water and 
unpolluted air available all around you. You are stewards of 
some of the most Important resources God has given to the 
world. Therefore, conserve the land well, so that your 
children's children and generations alter them will Inherit an 
even richer land than was entrusted to you. But also remember 
what the heart of your vocation is. While it is true here that 
farming today provides an economic livelihood for the farmer 
still It will always be more than an enterprise of profitmaking. 
In farming, you cooperate with the Creator In the very 
sustenance of life on earth. 

... Pope John Paul II 
Des Moines, Iowa 

October 4, 1979 

For any or all of your banking needs, please call on 
us In Neola or Minden. We work hard to help make 
your dreams come true .. ·. 111 years of continuous 
banking service to Southwest Iowa. 

300 Front Street • P.O. Box 37 • Neola, Iowa 51559 • {712) 
485-2245 • FAX (712) 485-2351 FDiC Office in Minden. Iowa 51553 • (712) 433•2611 s1£!~ 
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benefit John used a chemical 
"bum·down" to remove the old 
vegetation in the areas which 
would be farmed, leaving the grass 
undisturbed where a senes of 
buffer strips were to be located. 
He dec1ded to use a no-till method 
of raismg com and soybeans, to 
further prevent erosion. The 
extensive system of buffer StriPS 
would not only keep the contour 
lines defmed, but also add what 
John laughingly described as a 
"double indemnity" erosion 
control factor. , 

"Russ (Kurth) was very helpful 
with the technical side of this." 
John commented, "to get the 
strips laid out properly so as to be 
the most effective." The fann is 
hiUy, with some D slopes, and on 
these steepest slopes the grassed 
strips were retained. The 
waterWays are all grassed, and 
there are some "doodle dams" 
which have helped prevent the soil 
from being washed away. Two 
larger water and sediment control 
basins more recently instaUed will 
be an added delemlllt 

J ohn Shafer discusses h is farm plan with District Conservationist Russ Kurth. 
John said he will frost·seed red 

clover and alfalfa into the existing 
brome m some areas. If 
successful, he wiU continue, or 
otherwise try some other seeding 
plan. "I don't mmd trymg 
somethmg new," he admitted. 
"You never know what works 
unless you try!" 

by Lou Waite, AJS 

John Shafer was born on a 
fann near Logan, and lived there 
until 1947 when his family 
moved to a farm northwest of · 
WoodblllC. But once he reached 
adulthood, John had other ideas 
about how he wanted to make his 
living 

He spent ten years as an 
employee of Gate City Steel m 
Omaha. and the next 27 at the 
KeUogg Company plant there. 
But when the family farm became 

available for purchase m 1973, 
John contracted with his mother 
and father to become owner of a 
ponion of it He also bought a 
tract of land in Adams County, 
north of Lake Ieana. John resides 
m Underwood w1th his wife, 
Donna. 

"I watched the price of farm 
land go way up during the next 
years," he recalled, a bll ruefully, 
"and that wasn't good. But then I 
watched 11 go way down, so m 
19881 bought another farm." 
Then John added. with a grin, "I 

Simple Interest 
__ ....... _, Fi~@.~~ing 

' Rates Change Monthly 

... ---; SIOUJE 
\~··!-~ 

Finances Grain Bins 
and Drying Bins. 

Since 1966, thousands of 
farm managers have in· 

vested in bins with the SIOUX simple interest finance 
program. Not a lease! This is a pure, low interest loan 
program. A SIOUX dealer is the only place you can 
get th ts kind of financing. See him now. 

lmREST SUBJECT TO CHA118E MOITMLY 

WOODBINE FARM SUPPLY 
521 WALKER STREEJ 

WOODBINE, IOWA 51579 

haven't dec1ded yet whether that 
was good or not!" 

He S31d that the last fann had 
been in CRP. but when the 
contract expired, his new b1d was 
not accepted. "So, I decided to 
fann 11. and protect the soil the 
best I could." John said, with a 
shrug. He has since found 
enJOyment 111 managmg h1s farms 
and "workmg on them once m a 
wh1le." He also S3Jd he wa:; 
"lucky" to have operators. such as 
Lmy Buss m Harrison County, 
whom he could "trust completely" 
to carry out the fann operauon. 

The fann wh1ch had been m 
CRP had some old terraces. but 
these had to be repatred or 
restructured to be of any great 

John also sa•d he looks forward 
to spring. when the buffer stnps 
will be grecmng. in contrast to 
the areas where crop residue 
remams. "It should be a striking 
stght to people passing along the 
highway or s1de road." he 
mused."ll should get some 
attenuon There are gomg to be an 
awful lot of those green stripes 
showmg up. 

"It should be good for wildhfe, 
too, and I hope there wtll be 
enough pheasants attracted to keep 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

. 
Swain Realty 

428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 
leRoy Burbridge, Broker 647·2183 

Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647·2414 
Debbie Harris 647·2230; Randy Pryor, 647·2712 

Jerry Baldwin, 643·5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-3gJ-7426 
Jim Rock 547·2996; Patty Kelley 647·2544 

the balance of nature and also keep 
the insect population down. I 
enjoy wildlife, and take pleasure 
in just driving around watching it, 
bul l also like to hunL I guess 
that m1ght be hard for some 
people to understand." 

Wife Donna recently retired 
from longtime employment with 
AT&T. The Shafers have four 
children, Jeffrey of Detroit. Kelli 
(Haynes) of Oakland, Mark of 
Omaha and Lisa (Zigrang) of 
Hancock. There are seven 
grandchildren. 

The family attends St. 
Patrick's Church in Neola, where 
Donna IS past member of the 
Parish Council. She also spends 
time carrying out duties as a 
hospital volunteer. The couple 
hopes to someday do some more 
extensive traveling. 

Meanwhile, John said with a 
chuckle that his hobby must be 
fanning. But in a more serious 
manner, he S31d, "We have to try 
to take care of the soil. If we 
don't, we could lose in Just a few 
years what it took millions of 
years to create. It is good that we 
have had an agency Like NRCS to 
help with the planning and costs 
involved. The staff has been very 
helpful to me, and I appreciate 
that." 

Russ Kurth, District 
Conservatiomst said "Contour 
buffer strips are a good option for 
erosion control in Harrison 
County. With the conunuo\1!; 
CRP program. landusers can seed 
buffer strips for erosion control 
and receive CRP rental payments. 
Until the continuous CRP 
program, only livestock producers 
were mterested m conunuous 
buffer strips." 

Kurth said that he would like 
to see more producers who have 
CRP contracts expiring look at 
entering some of the land back 
mto CRP as contour buffer stnps. 
as dtd Shafer and several other 
producers in the county 

"This fall. we laid out several 
systems which have even-width 
crop strips and the pomt rows 
and odd rows are in the buffer 
strips. A good contour buffer smp 
system will also have grassed 
waterways and field borders; 
Kurth concluded. 

Those wishmg more 
informauon about the continuous 
CRP program and buffer strips are 
asked to inquire at their local 
NRCS office. 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation. work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Della Ave. 

McClelland, lA 51548-61101 
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Young cattle 
producer . . . 
Continued from Page 5 

the "top end" of the hc1fers. which 
arc sent to McCook. Nebraska to 
be AJ'd (artificially msemmated), 
wh1ch Pat feels improves 
genetics. Those heifers, when they 
calve. w11l do so in a 45-day AI 
pcnod. 

"I am looking forward to our 
first annual producuon sale. wh1ch 
will take place m March at Dunlap 
Livestock Auction" he informed. 
"We will sell 25 young bulls at 
that time. and hopefully gam some 
recogmuon." 

Two young bulls w111 be kept 
to JOm the three bulls already w1th 
the herd. The "bottom end" of the 
heifers will also be sold. "We cull 
closely (critically)" Pat said. "I'm 
particular about that. and some 
would probably say too particular. 
But I feel this •s 1mportant 1n 
maintainmg top-line genetic 
quality.". 

Pat said he felt he and Scott 
Pape were among the fust in the 
area to take rotational grazing to a 
lugher level. Wh1le Pat JOkes that 
Scott "reuses the wrong breed of 
cattle", he also sa1d that he 
appreciates "consulting w1th h1m 
and sharing expenences." Pat 
commented that he has also 
benefited from attending grazmg 
semm31'l>, such as the one held on 
December 18 m Logan. 

He is worlting through the 
EQIP program to utilize a tract 
upon wh1ch the CRP contract had 
exp1red. In the spnng, he did a 
controlled bum to mvigorate the 
grasses ... brome. little blue 
stem. orchard grass and timothy . 
. already existent. Next spring. he 
will mtersccd red clover and alfalfa 
into the thatch. using a no-till 
drill 

Through the REAP Forestry 
program. a wmdbreaJ.. was 
eStablished in 1996 on the fartn 
where the Dubas fam1ly Lives. 
Pheasants Forever also contributed 
some funding for the project that 
year 

Cost-share f undmg through 
EQIP IS also bc10g used to remove 
old timber and fences, put 10 a well 
and set up paddocks lt w1ll also be 
used for mterseedmg. sctllng up 
stream bank shoreline protection and 
nutrient management The well 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto 
Duane McFadden 

and Lonn Schleuter 

New Holland 
Great Plains * Hiniker 

Kinze * Krause 

Favorite Beef Recipes 

Hamburger Stroganoff 

1 1bsp butter 
1 lb. hamburger 
1/2 cup chopped oruon 
11/2 lsp paprika 
1 cup s!Jced mushrooms . 

undrained 
1 can mushroom soup 
1/2 cup sour cream 
1 1bs p parsley 
Salt and pepper 

Melt butter in s killet. Add 
meal and onion and brown. 
Sltr In paprika. mus hrooms 
and s oup. Slrnmer 10-15 
minutes Blend In sour 
cream and seasonings. Do 
not boil after sour cream Is 
added . Serve over noodles or 
rice 

Some of the Dubas/Funk cattle, just prior to being taken to a sale ba.rn. Dubas, in the 
background is urging them toward the loading chute. 

become a member in another :rear 
Both enjoy sports and the II parents 
enJOY watchmg them compete. Pat 
serves as a softball coach and likes 
to play golf when lime permits. will be cenlrally located, and walef 

p1ped to each of the ten paddocks 
planned to be established during the 
fLCSttWO years. 

"We ccrtamly appreciate the 
help we are getung from th1s 
program", Pat afflmled."Th1s will 
allow us to enlarge our herd and 
raise more of the heifers. My goal 
is to sell at least 60 bulls at the 
annual production sale 10 the 
future." 

Pat noted that 11 takes 2 l/2 to 3 
acres to sustam each cow-calf pa1I. 
"Of course, Charolais are b1gger 
than some breeds, with the cows 
averag1ng 1400 pounds". he stated. 
"When we sell the young bulls in 
March, they wtll we1gh 1100 to 
1200 pounds at approximately 1 
year of age. Buyers for the most 
part are wantmg b1gger calves. so 
we are working toward the last of 
January or early February a.~ a 

calv10g date. 
"Gayland (Hall; NRCS So1l 

Conservauomst) has been very 
helpful w1th the layout and plans. 
We also had some personnel from 
Plymouth and Crawford Counues 
look at our operation and give us 
suggesuons. 

" I have learned from various 
sem10ars, pasture walks, talking to 
other graz1ers and my own personal 
experience that you not only learn 
from the m1stakes you make. but 
also from what you have done 
right." Pat sa1d senously 

"Not many people can go to 
work each day and say they arc 
really happy with what they do. 
But J love wori.Jng w1th cattle and 
with the fartn. and I feel blessed to 
be able to do those thmgs and 
enjoy them " 

But fam1ly comes fiiSt . Pat 
stated. and what spare time he has 
he enJOYS spending w1th them. 

NEIL JENSEN 
CONSTRUCTION,Inc. 

NEIL & BEnE 

Grading 
Road Building 

Soil Conservation Work 
Earth Moving 
of All Kinds 

·~ ~ ,c:§ 
(712) 647 ·2938 

Also Have New and Used Culverts, 
Bridge Stringers, Piling and Plank 

2804 • 190th Trail Woodbine, lA 

He met his wife. Colette. in 
Fullerton, when she was a "ctty 
kid" and he a "fartn boy". He 
described her as someone who loves 
to read, and who enJOYS her "qwet 
time. whenever she can find 11." 
Colette IS a subsutute teacher for 
vanous schools districts 1n the 
county. 

The1r daughters are Nicole, 12, 
Tracy. 8. and Lauren 3 N1cole is a 
4-H member. and last year showed 
the champion feeder he1fcr and 
feeder bull (Charolats. of course). 
and was also rccogmzcd as 
champ100 jumor showman Tracy 
IS 10tercsted 10 4-H and w11l 

Lauren recently said to Pat. 
"Daddy. I love you because I go to 
the cows with you." Obviously, 
here IS another champ1on showman 
10 the making. 

Pat is a member of the Iowa 
Cattleman's Assoc1auon and the 
Nauonal. lowa and Nebra.\ka 
Charola1s Assoc1auons. 
respectively. He is a member of the 
Kntghts of Columbus. and both he 
and Colette belong to the 
Woodbme Parent-Teacher 
Organizauon. The family attends 
Sacred Heart Church 10 Woodb1ne. 

New 8000 Series Tractors deliver fast-acting 
hydraulics, extraordinary hitch-lift capaci~', 
and exclusive TouchSef hydraulic controls 
• Four n~,,· modrls loO·hp 8100, 

lf!ll·hp 8200, ll~·hp 8100. and 
225·hp 8400. 

• Get up to 2,900 p1i hydraulic 
prmure, up to 10 ~pm no,, at 
th~ SCVs. 

• l.ift 01er I )JX~ J'l'lUIIlll 111lh thc 
two larg~1t mt>tleh. owr 14Jl()O 
pounds 111th th~ rwo 'lllJIIcr 
model1 (t'ptJonah 

• Set h1·drauhc rate and now liO!:: 
vour scat, on-thc·go. 

• f.\cJUSII C tun ed dct~nts let IOU 
JJ,us\ the t~ngth ot :1 1e oil·,~ 1' 

to ~hmmatc i1Jdver\~nt '~'t: 
ka:~l>ack 

• Opriona' r;cctiohnlr~ul:c dept!: 
control chmmatcl nwcl:JOJ(Jl 
dtpt!l stops 

• r.:,t tr.1ctor' to feature l'ul11 
:nk·~:a:cd :011 ~mdar..t (opt Jn 

Warner Implemen.t 

a Woodbine 712- 647-2702 
1-80().369-2703 

Missouri Valley 712-642-4117 
1-80().~ 
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Kenny Leonard wants to leave the land "better than left to him" 
by Lou Waite 

Kenneth Leonard (everyone 
calls h1m Kenny) is a fourth 
generation farmer and "proud of 
it!" He rented a farm after 
gtaduation from lugh school. and 
40 years ago. he bought it. Sull 
later, he and his wife, Bette, 
purchased another fann, and own 
300 acres altogether. They now 
reside an Logan. 

Sons Mike and Steve farm 
their parent's land. as weU as other 
tracts they own or lease ••. 1.000 
acres in all. Kenny assists with 
labor whenever possable. "Hard to 
gel out of the habit. you know." 
he said wath a grin. He also helps 
wath his son's 1200 capacity 
farrow-to-fimsh hog operation. 

Kenny has 30 Black Angus (a 
few "mLXed with Hereford") stock 
cows, rotationally gra.Lcd on 40 
acres of pastureland They are bred 
to Lirnousan herd bulls. and the 
calves are sold. Replacement 
hetfers are purchased from other 
sources. 

On hiS farms. com and beans 
are grown, usang a manamum-1111 
rcsadue management system. AU 
the rcqwrcd grnssed v.aterways and 
field borders are m place. 

The farms had some "old­
fashioned" terraces built by 
previous owners. Kenny said 
These have been repaued or 
replaced. and new tc.rrnces 
constructed. Two large structures 
(dams) have also been anstalled to 
control erosaon. 

"There were some ditches 40 to 
60 feet deep." Kenny recalled. "I 
pushed an a lot of them. but some 
had to be filled wath a bulldozer 
Building the dams also helped. and 
we can farm right across where 
those datches once eXJsted. It's 
even easier wath the bag equ1pment 
used today. But I have always smd 
that if I can leave the land better 
than it was when left to me, 1 
would be satisfied." 

Kenny noted that Cecil 
Branstetter has always been the 
contractor he lured. and he 
expressed appreciauon for the 
work whach has been done. 

"Of course. he learned all he 
l..nows from his father-an-law. P.:tc 
Dansmore". Kenny saad with a 
chuckle. "Pete was one of the 

Boyer Valley 
Farm & Home 

Center 

"Your one-stop spot 
for all your home 
construction and 

repair needs" 

Woodbine, lA 
712-647-2816 

Roger & Pat Melb y 

- +--

• 

Deno i~ Per kins and K enny Leonard are involved in an 
over vi ew of the L eonard farm operation. 

best, and a good fnend of mme." 
In a more serious manner, 

Kenny added, "But I'll gJve Ccc 
credit. He learned Ius lessons well. 
and has always been prompt and 
efficaent in what he docs." 

Gomg on to express 
apprecaauon for the state and 
federal cost-share he has recetved 
throughout. Kenny stated, "The 
staff at both offices (NRCS & 
FSA) has been JUSt the best. They 
have always been great working 
with me, and NRCS especially 111 
plannmg or de:;agning something 
which met my needs. To be 
honest, I probably couldn't or 
wouldn't have done as much 
wathout the financaal rud. And I 
know a lot of others who feel the 
same." 

Then with a twlllkle. he added. 

"Guess that's one way they get us 
to leave the land beuer then we 
found 11!" 

Kenny remembers the 20-plus 
years he served as a commtllee 
member for what was then ASCS. 
He also pre-measured fields to 
determane program acres and 
setasidc, and ban capacuy for 
commodaty credJI loans. 

"I guess I could teU some 
stones about that." he SaJd, with 
another chuckle, "but on second 
guess I 'd better not!" 

When asked af he had any 
hobbtes. Kenny JOkingly answered 
that has only hobby has been 
farm mg. On reflection, however, 
he SaJd he has always enJOyed 
pitchmg horseshoes, and has fond 
memories of those who shared that 
sport. He also said that he and 

•••••••••••••••••• 
Dubas-Funk Two Oak's 
Charolais Red Angus 

First Annual 
Production Sale 

Tuesday, March 10, 1998 
Dunlap Livestock Aucti on 

Selling 10 red Angus and 
25 Charolais Purebred Bulls 

Some of the thickest, deep-bodied bulls 
you will find this year. 

Calving ease and growth-trait bulls 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

For sale catalog , call or write: 
Pat Dubas Brandon McHugh 

1366 Osage Trail 1733 Sawyer Trail 
Woodbine, lA 51579 Woodbine, lA 51579 

712-647-3055 712-647-3002 

•••••••••••••••••• 

Bene enjoy traveling, not only 
around Unucd States but twice to 
Europe, and they plan to see more 
of the world. The couple attends 
the First Christian Church in 
Logan. 

The Leonard's immediate 
family (of Logan unless otherwise 
noted) includes Steven, his wife 
Sharon and three children; Judy, 
her husband John Forsen and two 
children of Hennan, NE; Vicki, 
her husban~ Randy Krerug and 
two children; Anne, her husband 
Tom Stoner and two children; and 
Mike, his wife Rhonda and three 
children. The~e are 6 great­
grandcluldren, includmg a SCI of 
twins. 

Kenny commented "I feel 
we've bad a good life. Oh, i t was 
tough when we started out. and 

there were times when we didn't 
know af we could make at. But we 
did, and r ve never regretted a 
thing! I'm glad our kids could 
grow up on a fann. and they still 
have farm interests. Steve's son, 
Matthew (who is 17) wants to be 
a fanner. And Judy's son Shawn 
fanns near Mondamin. rm happy 
to know the tradition will be 
carried on." 

Anyone knowing Kenny would 
agree where the credit for helping 
keep the tradition alive and 
flourishi ng should go. 

And his descendants for 
generations to come will agree 
that he has been true to his goal. 
He Is leaving his part of the world 
a better place, in more than one 
way 

See before and after photos of Leonard farm on Page 9 

Trucking 

Grain & Livestock Transportation 
Ph. 712-647-3260 Woodbine, IA 51579 

Kevin R. Kuhlman 
"Anything · Anywhere - Anytime" 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

(§.1 GREEN~LAN· 
O lM~Ire.C$6731 

Grad mapp1ng as one of modern farmang's most Important new 
technologies. And no one Knows how to maKe 11 pay off for your 
farmang operataon better than your local FS Crop Spec1ahst. 
Usang the FS GREEN PLAN" he'll help you to analyze v1tal crop­
ping data -from soil sampling to y1eld monitonng - in order to 
provade you w1th accurate. s•te-spec1f1c recommendations. Give 
your FS Crop Spec1alist a call today. and start chartang your 
course toward optimum y1eld and max1mum prof1ts 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-1 61 0 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-51 41 

Underwood 566-1313 • Grlsw'iid 778-1134 
Malvern 614-8611 • Audubon 563-1675 

... 

M, 
a 
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Leonard farm showing improvement 
Continued from Page 8 

_..._ .... -
The Leonard farm as it appeared in 1951. Note the triangular area in the background or the 
scene. 

The Leonard farm in 1991, taken from a slightly different angle, shows the conservation 
practices which have been applied in forty years. For example, compare the triangular area 
shown in tbe 1951 photo. More buildings have been added and more work done since this 
photo was taken. 

Woodbine 

Manufacturing 

(712} 647-2050 

Bus Brown Drive 

Woodbine, Iowa 

LIBERTY 
BANK & TRUST 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
Serving all of Harrison County 

Woodbine (712) 647-2301 
Pisgah (712) 456-2291 ~--·-

FDJ~ ---"'--· Persia (712) 488-2425 

Newsletter wins award 

Notice was received on January 5 that the Quad-District 
Conservallon Newsleuer was Nonh Central Regtonal Runner-Up m the 
National Assoctation of Conservation DtsLncts newsletter contest The 
contestL~ sponsored by NACO and the EqUtpment Manufacturers 
lnStttute. 

Awarded wtll be a check for $50 and a plaque, to be recetved around 
the ftrst of February. 

"Excellent" raungs were recetved for attraCtiveness. grapluc quality. 
body copy. headlmes, composilton. regularity and ctrculal!on. 
"Outstanding" scores were for vancty and relauvtty of subject mauer 

Judges comments mcluded "ThiS is an excellent cooperauve venture 
and is very nicely done." . • 

Loess Hills Grazing Attraction 
The second annual Loess Rtlls 

Grazing Attraction will be held 
Wednesday, Fcbrury 4. at St. 
Patrick's Pansh Center m Dunlap 
The Center is located at 312 South 
3rd Street. unmediately adJacent to 
H1ghway 30. 

Regtstration will be held from 
9:00 to 9:30a.m. RegistratiOn fee 
for those who have not pre­
registered (see below) w1ll be S I 5 
at the door 

NRCS and ISU ExtensiOn 
persormel. coordmators of the event 
have stated. "The goal of thiS 
conference is to provide a research­
based foundation for planning. 
startmg and usmg a rotaltonal 
grazing system for pasture and 
hvestock management " 

Among the d1splays wtll be 
those of Jerry Rosman. Ammal 
Nutriuon Consultant: Ted and 
Donna Bauer of Audubon Graz1ers: 
Cogd1ll Farm Supply; Doug Hirt, 
Cow Herd Improvement Program: 
Schmtdt Fencing; Kentucky 
Graziers; Prem1er Fencmg Systems 
and others. Representaltvcs of these 
w11l be mtroduccd followmg the 
welcome. 

Dr Steve Barnhart, ISU 
Extens1on Spcc1ahst will present a 
Forage ID Rev1ew. Motn·auotn 

for lnte11.m·e Gra:ing v.1ll be gtven 
by Tony Harvey. ISU ExtensiOn 
Nonheast Area Ltvestock 
Spcctaltst. Dn·idmg Pastures mto 
Paddocks w1U be the topic of Dr 
Dan Momcal Livestock Spcetaltst 
of ISU. 

After an 11:00 break, the Case 
Farm Study will be presented. 
followed by repons from groups on 
case farms. 

Lunch at noon wtll be catered 
by Staley Food Scrvtce. Charter 
Oak. 

At LOO p.m .. Tom Gould, 
NRCS Grassland Conservauonist. 
w1ll g1ve details of Fencmg System 
Impro1·ementthrough EQIP. Dr. 
Barnhart w1ll follow w1th a sess1on 
on Paslllre Ma11agement 

Followmg an evaluauon penod. 
participants will be g1ven the 
opportumty to view the d1splays 
and/or speak w1lh the presenters. 

Those who register by January 
23, 1998. will pay a S I 0 
rcg1stration fee. This includes lunch 
and refreshments. handout~. etc. 
Checks should be made payable to 
"Extension Trust Fund" and sent to 
the Harrison County Extens1on 
Service. 304 East 7th St .. Logan. 
lA 51546 

See us at 
Dunlap Fertilizer 

Company 
for all your fertilizer, 
chemical and seed 

needs. 

Your FertilLZer & Chemteal Dealer 
365 days a year! 

We appreciate your business! 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Highway 37 West 

712-643-5822 Dunlap Iowa 

• 
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• James Henry takes pride In what he does; others in knowing him 

James Henry a nd Greg Matbil., seated on a fiShing dock at one 
or James' ponds, seem to be enjoying an inside joke. 

by Michelle Zimmerman 

Seventy-nine years ago the 
mold was broken when James 
Henry entered 1nto the world. And 
Grove Township has not been the 
same since! 

"James has been a drivmg 
force in conservation". stated 
Terry McClain. "For example, 
James has 'taught' numerous 
ne1ghbors how to bmld terraces. 
James has also devJSCd practical 
solutions to techmcal problems 
for cooperntors and Natural 
Resources Conservation 

l.ou Waite photo 
employees." 

Other traits Terry mentioned 
James has is shanng ideas. 
enjoyment and lcnowledge of 
naiUre w1th others. James loves 
to fish and has a strong 
apprcctallon for wildlife and 
conservation. 

Paul P1Uing IS a neighbor to 
James. Paul and h1s brother 
moved m with James and h1s 
family when Paul was SIX years 
old. They were raised together as 
Siblings . . . worked side by side 
on the farm; played football , 
baseball and basketball and 
cohorted vlllalllOUS advantages 

750 No· Till Drill 
Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 

• Seeds mto v1nually any 
cond•tlon w1th mim· 
mal soil disturbance 

• 1\f~> 'hlr h)·d rauhn 
l~t you set opener 
do~>n·pressure 1n 
seconds 

• Exceptional accuracy 
am! dejlth cc:ll:c!. 

• Adtustable, corrosion­
resistant, 3-positJon 
seed/ltn•lim d1\1der. 

• 10·, 15-,and2Uiuot 
widths Full18·111Ch 
clear ante. Gra1"~ or 
gram/lflllliW I wo­
umt h1tch available 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia , lA 
712-486-2441 800-373-3185 

GOOD DEALS ... AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 

One of the ponds on the James Henry farm. Lou Waite photo 

together. Paul stated that he has 
lots of respect for James. He also 
menuoncd James as bemg a bard 
woricer. NOT afr31d of change(s) 
and also that the world needs 
more people hke his s•blmg. 
James, .. "leave the land in 
better shape than you found it!" 

James buill his first pond in 
1942. The pond was bu1lt 
because his dad wanted tO walk 
out his back door to go fishing. 
His family has always had a great 
des1te to create wildhle habitats 
for the sheer pleasure of doing so. 
In 1989, a pond Cor&Sisting of 
four acres of water was 
constructed. 

"This pond was bmlt as a 
neighborhood proJect". James 
ex:plamed. "Today, there IS a lack 
of neighborhood interaction." 

James said w1thout the 
assiStance of h1s neighbors, the 
pond would not have been built 
in one year. His colleagues were 
Lawrence Fram with loader. 
Holl1s Frain with scraper; Paul 
Pilling with scraper; Whitie 

.. -e .. ~ :'I ' c 

McClain with dozer and James 
Henry with scraper. Other 
operators lllCiudcd Rich Henry. 
Larry Pilling. Glen Forward. 
Kenndal Petersen, Bob Petersen 
and Bob Husz. These 
ne•ghborllood pro.JCCt members 
all used John Deere tractors with 
duals. 

The first pond has led to 
buildmg five other ponds and a 
waterfall in the last ftfty-six years 
on James' home farm. 

Besides buildtng ponds, James 
built the second terraces in Grove 
Township. And as of today. 
James continues to fine-tune hts 
terrace system. He has 
constructed all of the terraces on 
hts Grove Township farm. Over 
the years. thiS has come to a total 
of seventeen and one-half miles. 

James takes great pride in 
showing others what can be 
accomplished with just "normal" 
farm equipment. Besides not only 
pracucing what he preaches, 
James served four years on the 
East Pottawattamie Soil and 

Water Conservation D1strict 
board. He utiltZed his knowledge 
and shared 11 Wlth others m the 
counry as a commisSioner. 

James married Anme Petersen 
10 1939. and they started famung 
m 1940. Thelf only ch1ld. Rich. 
entered into the world m 1946. 
The Henry's :11'0 bleuod wilh rwo 
grandchildren, An&JC and Robbie. 

As you can see, James Henry 
is a unique individual ... the 
mold was defirute1y broken! 1 an1 

glad to have had the opporturury 
to work with James on several 
projects. I wish there were more 
people like him in the world . 
savmg the soil, creaung wildhle 
habitat and enjoying life! 

An aerial view of the James Henry ponding :.ystem 
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Abandoned 
wells 

a three-wa 

hazard 

According to MicheUe 
Zimmerman, County Resource 
Planner, abandoned wells are not 
only a danger to the environment, 
but to people and animals as well. 
Michelle is also the designated 
agent for well closures m East 
Pottawauamie County. 

"Water quality is affected," she 
said. "For example. ag chemtcals 
and sediment are deposited into the 
wells. In addioon, people and 
animals fall into old wells through 
operungs hidden by weeds or debris, 
causmg injury or sometimes even 
death. 

"Everyone remembers the little 
Texas girl who fell into an old well 
shaft some years ago. It was due to 
heroic effort that she was saved. but 
others have not been as fortunate." 

Ammals are also endangered. 
Michelle pointed out, as many 
farmers who have lost farm animals 
can verify. Wild anunals also are 
caushr WUiwnro, foJJ into the wells 
and e.llpire. Farmers operating 
machinery have also found 
themselves havtng to d1g thetr 
equipment out of a caved-in well. 

"No one likes to hear of these 
things happenmg, • Michelle said. 
"and there are many old, abandoned 
wells still m ex1stence. • 

There are, however, less 
abandoned wells today when 
compared to 10 or 15 years ago. 
During the months of November 
and December last year, 40 well 
"closures" were carried out m 
Michelle's county. 

"The Pottawattamie County 
Planning and Development paid 
S200 for each well closed," 
Michelle satd, "and our SWCD 
Commissioners paid the rest by 
utilizing Local Option Sales Tax 
(LOST) funds. After we pubhcized 
the program. most of the fanners 

JIM SCHABEN 
REAL ESTATE 

SELLING BY AUCTION 
& PRIVATE LISTING 

JOHN A. HANSEN, 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 

LOGAN, lA 51546 
712-644-3001 

I 

came to us for help 10 closing 
wells on their land." 

The landowner is asked the 
depth and d1ameter of the old wei!. 
and the identity of the person who 
will close 11. Thts must be a 
registered wei! -driller. or the fanner 
with a designated agent. such as 
M1chelle, supervising. 

"FtrSt we pour a layer of sand 
into the well," she said. "then add a 
layer of bentonite. Benton1te is a 
clay which, when wet. expands and 
hardens. effectively 'plugging' or 
sealing the well shaft. Another 
layer of sand is added, and another 
layer of bentonite. Then the top 
four feet of the well casmg is dug 
out and the cavity filled with dirt. 
The well is then officially closed. • 

Michelle has personally 
participated m a majonty of the 
well closings. and is available to 
assrst with others. To make an 
appointmem, or for more 
information, call 712-482-6408 and 
ask for her. 

"I'll be happy to help." she said. 
"I feel this is somethmg which 
really needs to be done. It has been 
neglected perhaps too long. • 

Managing resources 
on your farm 

by Bernie Bolton 
East Pott com m il>sioner 

Farms are dtvers1fied and differ 
tremendously throughout the state 
of Iowa. They differ in soil types. 
eros1on potential and SU1tab1hty for 
one's own personal needs. 

As a farmer and conservationist, 
one must ask a few questions of 
themselves. What crops do I w1sh 
10 grow? Are tl1ese crops 
economically and envrronmentally 
feasible? What are the capab1lities 
or thiS farm to produce 
commodities? Do I want livestock 
10cluded 10 my fannmg operation? 
Am l101erested in protecting 
wildlife on my farm? These are JUSI 
a few questions you m1ght want to 
ask yourself. 

As I tn1vel through the state or 
Iowa. I see an array of 
conservations practices 
Implemented on farms. Grassed 
waterways. bufferstrips (both along 
the creeks and the side h1lls), 
comour farm mg. field borders. 
water control sediment basins, and 
10 our distnct, terraces. Many of us 
thmk of these practices ftrSt. but 
there are examples of practices 
which are of equal 1mportance and 
should not be overlooked. 
Throughout our district there are 
cooperators wanting to work with 
CRP. EWP, crop rotations. no-trll, 
strip cropping. residue 
management. pest management, 
nutrient management and manure 
management. We also have 
individuals woriang with 
woodlands, grazmg systems. 
pasture and hay land plant mgs and 
other ways 10 1mprove their 
It vestock operation. 

In add1tion to cooperators 
woriCJng with crops and hvestock. 

Midstates Bank, N.A. 

Four Convenient Locations to Seroe You 

Citizens National Bank,Avoca 

F1rst National Bank, Missouri Valley 

First National Bank of Mondanzm 

Harlan National Bank, Harlan 

Committed to Providing You 
Quality Customer Service. 

Posters wanted 

by Michelle Zimmerman 

Do you hke nature or 
conservation? Are you tn 

!Gndergarten through the 12th 
grade? If so. why not share your 
creativtty wtth the So11 and Water 
Conservauon D1suict 
Commissioners? Enter the Poster 
Contest! 

The theme th1s year 1s Wonders 
of Wildlife, emphasi71ng the 
relationship beJwccn w1ldhfe 
habitat and proper land 

many are try10g to mcorporate 
nature. In southwest Iowa. we have 
seen an mcrease 10 farm ponds. 
wildhfe habnat. wildltfe food plots 
and tree plantings. We cont10ue to 
have strong 10terest 10 and 
programs for windbreaks. streambed 
protecuon. well protection and 
stream degmdallOn. 

As a local SOil and water d1stnc1 
commL,stOner, we deal with these 
on a regular basis to promote and 
educate, and offer mformaoon. 
ass1stance and gu1dance to the 
cooperators of our area. 

Come m and let your staff help 
you with your important decisions 
We want to be a part or your 
planning for the future and wantJo 
work w1th you. 

As soil and water district 
commiSsioners and NRCS 
personnel, we deem 11 very 
importantlo meet your needs! 

management. This IS especially 
true of land managed for urban and 
suburban home sites. farms and 
private produCtiOn lands. 

Gnnnell Mutual Reinsurance 
Company and the Aux.11tary of the 
Conservauon D1stricJS of Iowa are 
co-sponsors of the poster contest 

Open to all students 1n Iowa in 
grades K through 12. the contest 
has the follow10g grade level 
d1visions: 

I) K • 1 
2) 2. 3 
3) 4. 6 
4) 7. 9 
5) 10. 12 
Posters should reflect the 

contest theme. Posters should be 
made on regular poster paper wnh 
the s1ze be10g no smaller than 14 
by 22 tnches and no larger than 24 
by 16 inches. Any med1um may be 
used -- pamt, magic marker. pencil. 
mk. cut and paste. crayon charcoal, 
or whatever mspires the artJst. 

Judgmg of each poster will be 
based on the conscrvalion message 
contained (50%); v1sual 
effecuveness (25%): and umversal 
appeal (25%). 

For more information. to obtain 
an entry form or to submit your 
poster, contact your local So1l and 
Water Conservation District office. 

Posters are due by Friday. 
February 27, 1998. 

JOHN UEF.RE 
550 MULCH MASTER 

ON~PASSINCOR liON 
• Uruque cupped-tooth 

mcorporator wheels 
completely rrux 
preplant·mcorporated 
herbtcide mto the so1l 
m one pass 

• Mechamcally k1lls 
weeds and levels the 
seedbed m the same 
pass 

• Mamta.ms valuable 
surface restdue 

• Works most effictently 
at producllv.e 6- to 8112· 
mph speeds 

• S1x stzes from 12-feet 
8 mches to 32-feet 
6-mches 

STARTING AT $12,995 

tempel Implement, Inc. 
30876 450th St. - PO Box 117 

Avoca, lA 51521 
712-343-6750 ~ 

800-524-9140 ~ 
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Griswold Farms, Inc. 
no " sloppy operation" 

by Lou Waite 

Barney Bunner of Omaha grew 
up on a farm on the east coast and 
10 1950 he came to Nebraska. For 
the next 25 or 30 years. he would 
come to Iowa each year during the 
pheasant hunting season 

"I used to admue the good farms 
10 Iowa. and you can easily tell a 
good farmer from a sloppy fanner." 
Barney sa1d. "But at that time. I 
never dreamed I would own one 
someday" 

conunue enJOying winter.; in 
Hawau. and fishmg trips to 
Mex1co, as well as other well­
e.amed leisure pursuits .. 

Thetr ch1ldren are Kristine of 
Kansas City. Richard (a physic1an) 
of Omaha; Stephen (a teacher in the 
Umted Arab Repubi.Jc); Philip (real 
estate agency owner) in Omaha. and 
John. also of Omaha. 

Terry Wh1ley L~ operator of the 
farm w1th h1s father Larry also 
shanng lahor and eqUipment. Of the 
565 totaJ acres 465.9 arc row crop 
and 36.8 permanent pasture. 

Com and soybeans are rotated. 
"Some day", however. came lor 

Barney about 10 years ago. when 
he purch:l~d a farm tn Wnght 
Townsh1p of East PottawaUanllc 
county ncar Griswold 'Til admll I 
bought the place a~ an mvestmcm. 
Barney satd. then added w1th a 
chuckle. "and I've been 10ve.~tmg in 
11 ever smce." 

With a no-ull res1due management 
system mcorporated on the hill 
ground. and some of the non­
highly-erodible land tilled. Bottom 
land. wluch was formerly in 
pasture, has ~mce hcen "sodbustcd • 
and IS r.ow being fanned. 

A tranquil winter scene on Griswold Farms, with snow lining tbe terraces in the background, 
and highlight ing the no-till residue in tbe foreground. 

Some of the f unher mvestment 
was for improvement purposes, 
both estheuc and pracucal. Old 
bUildings on the farm were removed 
and the remrumng house and grain 
storage fac11.Jties repaired and 
remodeled The house IS utih7.ed as 
non-farm rental. 

Formerly used for a cattle 
opcrauon, the land has smce 
Barney's ownership been 
chemically treated to I'C!itore the 
so1l fertility and make 1t more 
producuve 

Drrunagc tile was mstalled m a 
48-acre tract. and a tcrracmg 
program was lntllated. "ll'lltal..e 
year.; to complete the terracing." 
Barney sa1d. "but we plan to 
conunue unltlll IS fin1shed." 

The plural "we" wa\ tt'ied 
because. although Barney says he 
v1s1ts Griswold Farm "c1ght to ten 
tunes a year". he has tenants who 
operate the farm and a consultant 
farm manager. 

"I have an excellent combo 
takmg care of things." Barney said. 
" I don't have to worry. for I have 
every confidence m them and thetr 
ab1hties." 

Not havmg to worry mean~ that 
Barney and his wife. Phyllis (a 
rewed mechamcal contractor) can 

VANDEMARK 
HEATING, 
COOLING 

PLUMBING 

FURNACES, HEAT 
PUMPS, AI R 

CONDITIONING, 
WATER HEATER 
SERVICE AND 

I NSTALLATION, 
PLUMBING 

Check out our 
service agreements 

and save $$$ 
Free Est imates ! 

Woodbine 
712-6 4 7-2627 

Wooly C'up Grass has been one 
deterrant with the no-ull. tt was 
noted. but using Roundup Ready 
soybeans ha.s helped that On one 
test plot, L1ghtnmg. an Am Cy 
product. was used, while on another 
smaller test plot, they tried Libeny 
Link herb1c1de. Another plot wa.~ 
planted w1th Poast restStant com 

1l1ere arc cerulied wetlands 
along Walnut Creek. wh1ch bisects 
the farm. R1parian grass strips have 
been planted along the stream. and 
all the ~d field border.; are m 
place. 

Kelly Summy. owner of 
M1dwest Ag Serv1ces, Inc. m 
Counctl Bluffs and manager of 
Gnswold Farms. Inc .• said that 
wh1le no-ttlltng helps wtth the 
eros1on problem. m this case tt was 
not the total soluuon. 

"Gullies were a b1g concern." 
Kelly said. "and we JUSt couldn't 
keep the grassed waterways from 
bemg eroded. We kept rcdomg them 
and repamng them. but nothing 
helped. When we consulted the 
NRCS office about help w1th 
waterway repair, they suggested we 
bwld terraces. wh1ch would more 
effic1entJy allevtate the problem. 
The landowner agreed. 

"There were some old broodbase 
terraces on the farm, but they were 
inadequate. Last year 7500 feet of 
terraces were constructed, but 
unfonunately that is JUSt the tip of 
the 1ceberg. so to speak. It lS 

esumated that 5 miles of terraces 
will be needed to complete the 
program. The good thmg about it 
tS that the landowner.; (including 
Steve Starman. a stockholder) are 
willing to do whatever is necessary 
to take care of the problertlli. E vcn 
w1th cost share assistance, which 
we certamly apprec1ate. it gets 
expensive." 

Kelly lS manager of 50 farms .. 
a totaJ of 16.000 acres . . m 
western Iowa and some located m 
M1ssoun. His wife, Inez, works 
w1th h1m in their busines~. Kelly 
IS also a real estate broker. hcensed 
m Iowa and MtSSoun and a 
certified general real pro pen y 
apprruscr. He IS a board member 
and past officer of the Midday 
Optinusts Club, and enjoys 
coachmg youth spons and 
partic1paung m family acuvities. 

He and lncL arc parents of Tara, 
15; Amanda, 12; and Evan 9. The 
family attends Salem Method 1st 
Church m Council Bluffs and is 

Boeck Construction 
Frank Boeck 
012) 654-5682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating 

Box 74 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 

Moores Pumping 
Sepdc Tanks, Bog Pits, etc. Cleaned 

Porta-Potty Rentals 
Any event, Any place, Any dme 

Terry Moores , Woodbine 

(712) 647-3117 

acttve m church affrurs. Inez teaches 
Sunday School. and has held 
administrative positions on the 
church board. as has Kelly. 

"As a farm manager. I certalllly 
want to recogruze landowners such 
as Barney. He. ltke the other.; with 
whom l work. is very recepttve to 
ways of 1mprovmg the land. Aft.er 
all. only by sharing conservauon 
concerns. and cooperaung m the 
effon to allevtate them. can we 
preserve and proiCCl OUT natural 
resources." 

As Barney Buttner expressed 11, 
"We have to look at the bottom 
line m any business. But I 
personally take pleasure m drivmg 
through the countryside and seeing 
the farms that are bemg well cared 
for. As I said, you can easily see 
the difference between a sloppy 
farm and a good one." 

Greg Mathis. East 
Pottawattarme D1strict 
Conservationist. would 
undoubt.edly declare Griswold 
Farms. Inc. one of the good ones. 

l\.1\ 0~es 
J v ~o Plumbi"'9 
a~d Well Se~vice 

W oodbine . . 647-2718 

Wate.- Softel'\ei'S + Septic Systems 

HUSZ 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

44114 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKLAND. IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SIR GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 711-481-6851 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 711-484-3435 

Native Gnasa Seeds • Wildflowers • Custom Seed Cleaning 

Heyt1e Custottt Seed Services 
6ruc~ A H~ynct, Own~r 

26420 SlOth Street 
Walnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

Telephone: (7'12)784-3454 Ftuc (7'12) 784-2000 Mobtle: (~249-0227 
email: HEYNESEB:lSOnetins.net 

homepege: ht~.netins.n~owcase.lbluestem/.index.html 
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Bernie Bolton: 
18-year "veteran" commissioner 
by Michelle Zimmerman 

Why would anyone be 
interested in becoming a soil and 
water dlstrict commiSSioner? Wby 
not ask: eighteen-year-veteran 
Bernie Bolton about the 
challenges and rewards of being a 
commissioner? 

Here is how the legacy started. 
Bob Bingham, commissioner at 
the time, asked Bernie to sit on 
the board as an ass1stant 
commissioner. Cliff Stille and 
Ervin Roos. commissioners at the 
time, also assisted in molding 
Bernie for the future 
chainnanship, which he held for 
twelve years. lo addition to 
serving as past-chairman, Bem1e 
also is Regional Dtreetor for 
Region 5. Some of his duties 
included serving a~ IJaison 
between the county dlslncts and 
the state organization of 
Conservation Distncts of Iowa for 
the last rune years. He has filled 
the office of secretar;y for the 
Conservation Distncts of Iowa for 
the last six years. 

Besides serving as a dlstrict 
commJSSJOner, Bem1e has been an 
active member of various 
organizauons. He serves as 
delegate for the Pottawattamie 
County REAP Committee. Other 
positions he holds or has held 10 
rhe community include 4-H leader. 
member of the Extension 
Council, Pottawaltamte County 
Cattleman's Association, and 4-H 
Couruy Commmee. He has filled 
positions at the national, state and 
local levels of the American 
Shorthorn Associauon. He has 
also served m numerous capac11Jes 
for the Oakland Methodist 
Church. 

I have known the Boltons for 
twenty years. I grew up wtth the 
Boltons 10 4-H and they are my 
second family! This past summer, 
while finmg (groommg and 
preparing for show) and showing 
cattle at the Iowa State FaiT, we 
started reminiscing. It had been 
qwte awhile since I had worn that 
hat. It was an exuberating time! 

Bernie and Nonna's family 
consists of: 

1) daughter, Lori; son-in-law 
Lyle Obrecht and thetr children 
Tiffany, Bethany and Chad 2) 
daughter Kischa, son-m-law Made 
Martens and their children, 
Morgan, Bolton and Kyra. 3) 
daughter Erica. 

Bernie and Norma began 
farming with his parents thirty­
seven years ago. As a cooperator, 
Bernie implements as 
conservation practices. 
contouring, terracing, minimum 
tillage, no-till. crop rotauon. 
waterway and headland 
establishment. rotauonal grazing 
and strip croppmg. 

Since his beginmngs as a 
commissiOner in 1981. Bernie 
satd he has seen many changes m 
conservation. These have mcluded 
a tremendous 1ncrease m no-till 
acres, less conventional tillage. 
mon: mtcrest m field borders. 
windbreaks and ponds, trnproved 
contouring, and mcreased 
terracing. He clrums w1th pride 
that East Pottawattam1e "still has 
one of the highest amounts of 
terrace footage m the state". 

As a commissioner, Bernie 
lobb1ed with state legiSlators to 
promote 10terest 10 preventmg 
streambed degradation. and helped 
mitiate vanous proJects m 
southwest Iowa. As a result. the 

Golden Htlls RC&D organtzation 
was established. 

More recent cbanges Benue 
mentioned as having seen as a 
commisstoner are worlcing w1th 
the County Board of Supervisors 
in creating a County Resource 
Planner position. He also helped 
administer LOST (Local Option 
Sales Tax) funds. 

He noted that he had witnessed 
a change 111 the trend for mstalhng 
bench terraces to constructing 
narrowbase terraces. 

He sald he felt that 
commissiOners and NRCS staff 
have become more customer­
oriented, with different techniques 
being developed. A problem 
foreseen with the district IS 
struggling with urban sprawl. He 
also pointed out the need for 
education of both cuy dwellers and 
rural res1dents about the effects of 
wmd and water eros1on. 

As has been evidenced, 
becoming a soil and water dlslnct 
comm1ssioner obviOusly has liS 
rewards and challenges. ThiS is 
not to mention the enormous 
number of mdJViduals with whom 
contact is made at the county, 
~rate and local levels. But Bernie 
is one who has met the 
challenges, and hopefully may 
reap the rewards he so richly 
deserves. 

I have enjoyed working with 
Bem1e and admtre hts ded1cation to 
promoting soil and water 
stewardship. 

Hancock Elevator, Inc. 

Purina Avoca 343-2339, Shelby 544-2638, Oakland 482-3588, 
Neola 485-2230, Walnut 784-3399, Griswold 778-2701, 

Elk Horn 784-4116 

Why should we be your Grain Merchandiser? 

•competitive, on-the-farm bids. We run our own Oeet of 
trucks to give you fast, rll!llable service. 

*Fast, convenient payment. We can handle uneven splits and 
CCC payments. We'll pay you in 24 hours or less on 

any shipments delivered to our elevators. 
*Averaging the entire lot of grain for moisture, damage and 

test weight can make the difference In your pocketbook. 
*No fees for weighing or inspection. If you are tired of paying 

the terminals to look for a reason to dock you, 
bring your grain to us. 

•complete, grain merchandising service. We offer cash sale, 
tonrard sale, basis, price later, minimum price 

and deferred payment contracts. 
*And finally, "The Money's Good"! Those three words describe 

the way we run our business. We are a fully insued, state 
licensed grain indemnity fund participant. 

We Request the Honor of Your Grain Business! 
Call us today, toll-free: 
1-800-769-9966 Elk Hom 
1-800-451-0919 Hancock. 

Continuous CRP a mixed blessing 

by Russ Brandes 
E Poll Commissioner 

Do the deer and beaver ratSe 

havoc along your streams with 
your expensive crops of com or 
soybeans? 

Do cave-ms and holes 10 your 
com rows next to the creek leave 
you "whue knuckled" wh1le 
combining after dark? 

Does the concept of 
unproving wtldltfe habitat. 
unproving water quahty by 
filtenng soil, ferulizer and 
pesticides, and slowing water 
runoff appeal to you? 

Then the continuous CRP 
sign-up could be the alternative 
you have been seeking, from 
your cash-flow statement 10 your 
conservauon ethtc -- both of 
which can be passed on to future 
generations. 

Continuous CRP sign-ups 
can be taken any day of the year, 
and basically focus on grass filter 
snips (along creeks, streams and 
ponds), grass bufferstrips and 
waterwavs. 

Filter strips and waterways 
pay annual rental rates based on 
the type of soil, so beller soils 
pay more dollars. Stnps along 
bodies of water also offer a 20% 
tncenuve bonus. plus $5.00 per 
acre maintanance fee. and cost­
share on seeding. Bufferstnps pay 
annual rental rates based on the 
soil type(s), plus $5.00 per acre 
maintenance fee. 

America has decided 10 have 
cleaner water. and is willing to 
help with this part of your master 
plan. If you have some interest m 
this you may call the local 
NRCS or FSA office. The staff 
can provide the numbers you need 
IO make a sound financial and 
environmental decision. 

Citizens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checking - Savings - Certificates - All types of -a (712) ~82-6431 RilE 
i..£NDER ----

KOCH 
AGRI SERVICES 

FERTILIZERS, CHEMICALS 
SCOUTING • CUSTOM APPLICATION 
GPS & OTHER AGRONOMIC SERVICES 

712-741·5473 OR 1·800-578·2902 

HANCOCK, IOWA 
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Twin Ponies Watershed 

The ditch, s hown along the line of trees in the background, bad been widening and 
deepening each year, and was endangering a county road, Highway 92 and various bridges. 
This photo was taken prior to the beginning or cons truction. 

In the center background or this scene, taken early in the cons truction stage, may be seen 
the "borrow" a rea. Dirt taken from the hillside was used to fill the gully and build the dam. 

YOUR ·wiLSON EXTRA FIRST 
BANK 

by Tom Bottoms 
and Lou Waite 

Techmcally labeled Sue 17-A, 
the last structure in the Twin 
Ponies Watershed project in 
Pottawallamie and Mills Counties, 
has taken a great amount of ume. 
effort, planmng, cooperauon, 
experuse and. of course, money to 
complete. But the benefits wh1ch 
will be more and more evident a~ 
time goes on, are immeasurable. 

Landowners Gary Goodman. 
Andrew and Frances Gohlinghorst. 
Chester and Norma Sperry and 
personnel of the Asmus Land & 
Cattle Company will come to 
know thoo;e benefits. Sponsors of 
the project, wh1ch tnclude the West 
Pott So1l Conservation District, 
the Pou County Board of 
Supervisors and the Iowa 
DepartmentofTransportation 
(DOT) will come to know the 
benefits. And most importantly. 
generations to come will benefit 
most of all. 

It actually all began some 6 or 7 
years ago. when some of those 
same landowners came to what was 
then the Soil Conservation (now 
Natural Resources Conservauon) 
Service office 10 CounCil Bluffs. 
They were concerned about a dJtch 
reported to be 60 to 90 feet deep tn 
places. wh1ch was encroaching 
upon the1r lands, and working us 
way bad. 10 the county road and 
H1ghway 92. endangering not only 
the roadway. but a number of 
bridges. 

The ditch wa~ a tributary of 
Pony Creek and contaJncd tn the 
Tw10 Pomes Watershed. so the 
NRCS staff was concerned. S1nce it 
also threatened the county roa<b. 
the highways and bridges. the 
county board of supervisors were 
concerned. as was the DOT. When 
these entuies decided to c<rspon.sor 
the project, relevant to each 
agency's concerns. the ensuing 
project was completed without any 
cost to the landowners w1thin the 
project area. 

NRTI ONRL 
of LOGRN 

Built-in protection 
against disease 

Logan, I OW& 

Thanks to Wilson's exotic germplasm, 
many of our hybrids are naturally 

resistant to diseases 

SEEDS 

Precision (jenetics 

%e rig/it pfant in tfie rigfit pface 

Jiigfiway 44 'East, Jiarfan, IJl 
1-800-74 7-1200 

,._ 
..._.... AL -

Seruing the area since 1888 
Capital accounts ouer $3,500,009 

Member FDIC (712) 644- 2310 

Twin Pomes Site 17-A • 
Watershed drainage area is 1.357 
acres, or 2.1 square miles. 

According to Larry Hammitt. 
Civil Engineering Technician and 
Government Inspector. from the 
Council Bluffs NRCS engineering 
office. the actual clearing of the site 
began on April 17, 1997, and the 
seeding was completed on 
November 25. 113.000 cubic yards 
of earth fill was used. The resulung 
dam ts 1100 feet from end to end. 
approximately 60 feet tall; w1dth 
toe 10 toe (bollom of the dam) is 
400 feet and the top width is 14 
feeL 200 feet of 36" dJameter 
reinforced concrete pipe was used. 
The dam has three u~trcam berms. 

Once the din was removed from 
the borrow area. terraces were built 
there to control eros10n. The final 
phase 10cluded fcncmg. seedtng 
with brome. alfalfa and Btrdsfoot 
trefoil. then mulching with prairie 
hay to protect the raw dirt over the 
wmter. 

Larry's duties were to observe 
every phase of the construction. 
making certaJO that plans and 
specifications wen' ne t. "I helped 
stake thL enure area along with 
Benm.; Aoyd. civil engmcenng 
techmc1an. prior to construction. 
and I have filled three field books 
and thro b d1anes with data smce 
then," Lany s:ud. 

Some of the da!a entry had to do 
with earth compaction tests. 
concrete tcsllng, etc. "We le!.led 
each lood of concrete for "slump" 
(meao;11rcmeot of amount of water 
10 th~ .. uncrete), air content (air in 
concrete to protect it from crackmg 
during freeze-thaw cycles) and 
temp..:rature." Larry informed. "We 
also tool.. a min1murn of 3 concrete 
tesH:yhnders. 6 mches 10 diameter 
and I foot long, from each concrete 
placemenL These cyltnders were 
stored 10 a controlled atmosphere 
for 28 days. At the end of that 
ume, they were compressed to 
fallure. to determme the strength of 
the concrete in pounds per square 
mch (PSI). In order to meet NRCS 
specifications. the cylinder must 
break at over 4000 PSI. On this 
proJCCL there was one placement 
which did not meet this criteria. and 
had to be replaced 

"The compaction of earth fill is 
routinely tested as well. In order to 
meet NRCS spccifieauons. the 
earthftll must be compacted to a 
density of 95% of maJ(Imurn 
density and the moisture content 
must be within a range of I% 
below optimum 10 3% above 
optimum." 

Larry commented that now the 
project is completed. degradation of 
the dJtch will stop, the bridges and 
roads will not be endangered. and 
the StruCture will aid With nood 
control. 

"The site has the capacity to 
store 50 y~ of sedimenL" Larry 
pomted out. "wh1ch equates 10 2 
10ches off the enure dramage area. 
In 35 to 50 years. it will be silted 
in, then it can be tiled and farmed, 
for the benefit of future 
gencrauons." 

As was satd earllcr m this 
feature. that's what u's all about 10 

the long run. 
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Protection Project 

Larry Hammitt, civil engineering technician, is shown using 
a Lietz set 4 tot~l station. It is used to electronically measure 
angle and distance, as well as obtain other statistics. In the 
photo, the Instrument is located over a point which is on the 
center line or the fill. Hammitt was completing the final 
checkout of the structure. Note the computerized data 
collector, shown at the bottom right, which records and stores 

Further into the construction, this photo shows water collected in the small pondiog area, 
designed with a drawdown to keep it at 8 acres. If allowed to fill completely, the water would 
cover 27 acres. 

all information. Henry Tordoff photo -

• 

A close-up view or the tributary of Twin Ponies Creek shows 
a portion of the gully which at this point was 35 to 40 foot deep. 

In the final phase of construction the borrow area i'!. being landscaped (smoothed) and top­
dressed. by a bulldo~er, scraper and grader. In the foreground is a section of the completed 
dam, w1th the pondmg area at the left. General contractor was Thompson Construction or 
Arlington, Nebraska with Mathers Construction or Correctionville as subcontractor. 

r.n~~======~==~ 
Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc 
DUIUP,IAS1529 DOWCRY, IA51521 PANAMA,IA51562 LOGAN,IA51546 

643-5360 174-3344 -48!).2535 644-2540 
IOG-235-5360 

Grind & Mix • Health Aids • Custom Spraying • F~ed • Grain • Seed • Fertilizer 

* Purina Chows 
Receiving Chow 

* Fertilizers 
*Grain 

Cattle Liquid Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 
Horse Chows 

Dry, Liquid & Ammonia 
Custom Application 
Soil Testing 

* Western QLF 
Liquids & Protein Tubs 

Buy & Sell Grain 
Grain Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

*Equipment 
J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

* livestock Equipment * Seeds 
Sioux Gates Dekalb Corn & Beans 
Husky Feeders Golden Harvest Com & Beans 
Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer 

Woodbine, lA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 

FAX (712) 647-3020 
1-800-950-0163 



Page 
16 West Pottawattamie SWCD 
30 5 McKenzie Ave., Suite 1, Council Bluffs, lA 51503-1017 Ph. 712-328-2489 FAX 712-322-2987 

Charlie Branham takes well-deserved "retirement" 
by Lou Waite, AIS represent the soaltype and letters 

mdacate the slope A number 
Charles Branham. who prefers followmg the lener mdacates the 

to be addressed as "Chaahe" grew erosion phase. 
up on a fann near Campo For example, af the soil map 
Colorado. "We laved an the rc;tds 1002 that means 11 is 
southeastern hagh plruns. he Monona ~all loam. 9 to 14 percent 
explamed, "10 drought and du~t- slope. moderately eroded (3 to 7 
bowl counuy ... Then. wllh a inches of topsoal rcmam10g). 
chuckle. he added. ''I never even Loess soals, don\inant in this area. 
saw raan unhl I was fifteen!" are basically Ida and Monona sail 

He receaved a degree 10 loam. and very susceptible to 
Agronomy from Panhandle State erosaon 
College m Goodwell, Oklahoma. One can only imagane the tame 
and en\umg career nell valles and technolo ' involved w llh 
brought h1m to Iowa m 1969. survey10g and mappmg every 

As a Soil Scacntist. Charhc county 10 thas anann,·r II had < 

w.t, a member of a party makmg have been somo•whattedious and 
the first soal surveys of Grundy stressful. But Charhc stated that 
Countv. Later he was Jn\Oived an he found 11 intcrestmg and 
domg the same for Butler. Fayette rewarding 
•nd Fr:mkhn counties. He was In the last decade. Charhe 
'party leader" in dev1sing soil noted. there has been an increao;cd 
survey maps and soils manuscnpts impetus on wetland definauons. 
for Pottawattarnie County. Fanners who wished to change the 

In 1985. he was assagned to drainage system on wetland areas. 
the Area Office in Council Bluffs for example. first needed a 
as a Soal Scaenust He has smce detenmnation of whether or not 
served 21 SWCD dastncts in 20 that was passable. "Sometimes 
counucs of southwest Iowa they didn't hke what I had to teU 

The "tools" of Charhe's trade them," he srud. with a shrug of the 
have basically been a soli probe. shoulder. "but I have to follow the 
ac1d bonle and clinometer. The guidelines set out by those who 

Charlie Bra obam will no longer have to worry about his laptop 
computer "crashing" in the midst of a program. 

probe. of course. as used to extract make the rules." 
a soli core. The applicauon of acid The cntena for determtning a Charlie confumcd. "For one thing, 
tests whether or not tbe soil as wetland. Charhe S31d. is that 11 Iowa was once very progressive an 
calcaroous (alkaline) and the contains hydnc soil (poorly soil mapptng," he S31d. "There 
clinometer determanes the drained). hydrophyuc vegetatioo once were 17 or 18 mappmg crews 
steepness of slope. ae a "C" ~lope and obvaous hydrology (saturated in the state. but now there are 
has incline of from 5 to 9 on the surface for an extensave only 3 or 4. And where there were 
percent. length of ume). 50 soil scienllsts serving the state, 

The information gruned is used Dunng the years. there have there are today under 20. We used 
to create the soil maps and tbe data been sagnificant changes wluch to have a State Soil Scienust. but 
for the mappang uniL Numbers have impacted his JOb-relations. now we have a ltaison from the 
•••lll•••••••••••••llli•••••llll regaonal headquarters in 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

Terracing 
Conservation Work 

Tree Cleaning 

32527 270th St. 

Neola, Iowa 51 559 
712-485-2493, Home 
712-566-2475, Shop 

Dams 
Dirt Work 

Site Grading 

£m~<91@llil®ff@ 

©®m~~ffm@aft®m 
Conservation work of an 

kinds! 
Walt&Gary 

712-485-2094 712-488- 3843 

Minnesota." 
One reason for thas is that once 

the initial swveys were made and 
the soil mappmg completed, 
activities now have only to do 
w1th updating an formation. or 
adding to it. 

Another change Cbarhe noted 
is the advance in use of 
electrooics. Where once everything 

was recorded and accessed 
manually, computers today have 
the information readily available. 

"When I began, JUS! getting 
all the information together ... 
formulated. calculated and written 
down ... was a tremendous JOb," 
~henxatl~ "Tbenlwould 
talk one of the office clerks into 
typing the manuscript for me. 
Now almost all the information is 
on software, and tbe computer 
does a lot of the work for us. A 
laptop computer can be earned 
:}long. and information entered 
directly, with no handwriting 
anvolv~" 

The ID.3lll software program 
has been I SOD.. an acronym for 
the Iowa Cooperative Soil Survey 
Soil Information System, and 

26966 Major Ave., 
Neola, IA 51559-6046 te <q] !Ill a IP> II\]) te O'il u 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

MIKE WELLMAN 
WALTER WELLMAN 

BOX 39 
NEOLA, lA 51559 

PHONE 
485-2416 

~lhl (Jl) IP> ~ O'il tdl 
~~0'~ 6 <C~ 

IE <qJW6(p> IJI])~O'ilQ ~ IP~0'1l~ ~&0~~ 
~te\'J.'f ~ Qll~tetdl (lJIUoOouy 

TO'~ oO teO'~ 

(lD IJi) <d) <e If \'j.'f <D) (Q) cdl q 

(711 ~} s~~-~l~ il 

ICON. Used greatly 111 

cOnJunction with the CRP 
program. ISOfL will provide an 
mterpretauon map; adenufy the 
soal structure, subsoil. P & K 
depth of bedrock. sand and gravel; 
dramagc class. erosaon class etc. 
Statistics for muht-sec!Jons or 
multi-townships arc avrulable and 
all this by applicauon of JUSt a 
few keystrokes. "Once". Charlie 
said. "we had to find all this out 
the hard way " 

But from the hard way to 
mastenng computer technology 
Charlie mamtains he ha~ enjoyed 
has job. 'I have worked wuh some 
very good people. 111 all level~ of 
the agency,'' he said. "and 
e.~pecaally enJOYed the assoc~auons 
at the local level. And I want to 
say the farmers I have served are 
the best 111 the world! They are 
good, hooest. hard-worlong 
people. and 11 has been a pleasure 
to work with them." 

Charlie and his wife Sheila 
were married 1n 1969 in the "Little 
Brown Church" in Nashua. They 
became tbe parents of two 
children, Shane and Megan. The 
family was saddened by the loss of 
Sheila three years ago. 

Shane lives in Council Bluffs, 
as d6es Megan (Berry), and Charlie 
is proud grandfather to 1 ustin 
Tyler Berry. who IS three. 

Charlie admits to loving 
travel, reading, sports (on TV), 
fishing and boating. While he said 
h1s retirement plans aren't definue, 
a trip through southwestern USA 
is first on the agenda. 

"From there. who knows, • he 
S31d, with a h.ft of the eyebrow. 
"I'm just going to relax and go 
with the flow. • 

it £,. tf8tllrry 
-'l~t~t@ll:llttinJJ 
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Letters trom our readers 
To Lyle Peterson. DC 
From Clifford Johnson 
West Pou CFO 1942-1976 

Dear Lyle. 
Thanks for sendmg me the 

Quad D1strict Newsletter. I enjoy 
read1ng about the happemngs of 
districts in southwest Iowa, 
espec1ally the West Pou repons. 

However, I do feel like I 
should go back to the Summer 
Ediuon about "In the begmrung: 
You did mclude some key people 
who had a pan m the begmmng 
and progress of West Poll, but 
several people were excluded who 
were very important leaders m the 
early years. They include Harvey 
Hansen. Fred Hopp. W. C 
Strohbehm, Louis Fahrenkrog, 
Eldon Ravlin and Guy Moss. I 
also had an acuve role m 
organumg the district and served 
3 5 years as secretary 

Tracy Bruun's pleasant smile greets those who visit the NRCS 
office in Council Bluffs 

To stan the program, our 
Extension Supervisor advi~ the 
co-agents about the new program, 
available through USDA. Our 
Farm Bureau board (Ex.tens1on 
Board) appointed a so1ls 
comm1ttee to take the necessary 
steps to form a distnct. Th1s 
commlltee included Don 
Anderson, Ernest Harms and Fred 
Hopp. They prepared the petitions 
necessary to get Signatures to 
form the district. 

Tracy A Bruun 
Tracy A. Bruun recently accepted 

the position of State Secretary at the 
West Pottawattamie field office and 
began her duties there on November 
21. 

A native of Council Bluffs, Tracy 
bad previously served eight years as 
Farm Manager With Firstar Bank of 
that city. 

She graduated from Thomas 
Jefferson High School, received her 
Associate Ag degree from Iowa 
Western Community College, and a 
bachelor's degree in Business 
Admimstrauon from the University 
of Nebraska/Omaha. 

Her husband Tom lS an officer of 
the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (DOD. serving 
southwest Iowa They have one son. 
Derek. and expect a new arrival next 
May 

Tracy said that having been a 
farm manager. she 1s more familiar 
with conservauon procedures than 
she otherwise would have been She 

WALKER 
SERVICE 
"Your full­

service 
station" 

Lubrication 
Ignition 
Brakes 

Tire Repair 
Wrecker Service 

Highway 30 
Woodbine 

Ph. 712-647·9921 

added, however, that "trying to keep 
all these government programs 
straight" is more of a challenge than 
anticipated. 

"But I have a great and fun group 
of people with which to work, • she 
added. "That is a tremendous benefit 
I will do my best to serve the 
producers of the district while 
becom1ng more familiar w1th the 
wider aspect. of the job." 

For pleasure, Tracy enjoys riding 
her horse, ''Fhcka", kept at the farm 
of her parents, Don and JoAnn 
Blocker, south of Counc1l Bluffs. 

We stan.ed in the fall of 1942, 
but because of bad weather, din 
roads were impassible and also in 
the spnng of 1943. We selected 
several fanners in the township to 
help to get -- I believe it required 
1,000 names of fanners and 
landowners. We had fmms in 
banks and farm supply places. etc 
and we fmally got the job done. 
The committee then applied for 
approval th.rough the State 
Department of Agriculture. 

Many of our meetings were 

Without the farmers who 
striue to conserue our land 
and its resources, we could 

not do business. 
We thank them f or 

their effort s! 

BUNGE 
CORPORRTI ON 

3218 Second Auenue 
Council Bluffs, IR 51502 

712-328-2389 800-373 - 003 6 

held in comm1ss1oners homes 
where we had "pot luck". and then 
we would hold the meetmg and 
the wives would visll about their 
own mtereslS. 

By 1947-48 our d•st.nct had 
made great progress and we put 
together brochures. p1ctures. news 
stones and completed a large entry 
form for competition 1n the 
awards program offered b} 
Goodyear. Enclosed 1s a picture 
and story of that event. 

(Eduor's note: Here are some 
quotes from the enclosed cbpptng. 
The story wh1ch appeared m the 
Better Farming Methods Magazine 
10 1949 was wnllen by Johnson): 

"Sixty three farmers 
representmg e1ght m1dwest states. 
grand award wmners m Goodyear's 
1947-48 Soil Conservation 
Awards Program. enjoyed an 
unforgettable outmg and vacation 
at Goodyear Farms and the 
W1gwarn Guest Ranch, Litchfield 
Park, Aril. early m December. 
States represented were Iowa. 
Indiana, Illinois. Wisconsin, 
Mmnesota, M1ssoun. Ohio and 
M1chigan. 

"Upon am val at Wigwam, all 
of us were outfiued With levis, 
cowboy shins m bright colors, 
ues and sombreros. 

"The huge Goodyear Ranch is 
opesated wtth 64 tractors and 45 
autos and trucks. At the time we 
were there, they had 8000 cattle 
on feed Pan of the cattle were 
ra1sed on the ranch, but most of 
them were purchased. We also saw 
large Igloo storage bms that hold 
three carloads of grain each, and 
cotton picking done by hand and 
machine. 

"The ranch used to be a desert 
area. With the a1d of b1g 
machinery, the desen land has 
been leveled, llTlgallon developed 

and crops cstabhshed. There are 
12.000 acres under culllvation. 
SIXty nine deep wells furn1sh the 
water from an average depth of 
450 feet It takes about 36 inches 
of water per acre to produce a 
crop. The princ1pal crops are 
cotton, alfalfa. barley and 
sorghum grruns. Others 1ncludc 
citrus. beet seed and wheat. 

"One of the thmgs I concluded 
was that it takes a lot of qfort 
money and des1re to farm the 
desert, as compared to Iowa 
Farmers Ill nudM>estern states 
could increase thetr production, 
conserve moisture and soil. build 
up nwre fertility and establtsh 
nwre beautiful coullfrv homes if 
they could appreciate the 1·alue 
of the property that1s at their 
command Midwe.sr farmers 
ha1•en't "srrarchrd thr surface" 
toward gelling good land use and 
m11ch of our effort m the future 
should be 111 that direction'" 

(The letter continues) 
Let me add to the Brome story. 

Our State Extens1on AgronomiSt 
located some ccntfied Lincoln 
Brome Grass Seed m a Western 
state. We took orders and brought 
10 a truckload of brome that was 
distnbuted from an old garage m 
Weston. We bought more the next 
year and then seed comparues 
made it available and we produced 
some of our own seed -- by Harms 
and Anderson. lllat wa.s the stan 
of a wonderful~mprovement 
program for pastures. I thought 
you might be interested in th1s 
information. 

By the way, we had to put 
cha1ns on our cars many times to 
get through the mud and snow. 

Thanks. 
CJohnson 

"For all the hometoum advantages!" 

I]J](tJI]J![!~ 
---National•Bank---

Council Bluffs • M.:.m BaM. 201 Benmt Ave • Midtown Bank. 1600 W Broadway 
Missoun Valley • Crescent • Carter Lake 

Member FDIC 



I 
,-• I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

l 
l 
I 
I 
l 

I 
I 

• 

I 

Page 18 

West Pottawattamie SWCD 
State cost-share approval 

ATTENTION; WEST 
POTT COOPERATORS AND 
CONTRACTORS NEED TO 
READ THE NEW COST 
SHARE APPROVAL POLICY. 
THlS POLICY IS 
EFFECTIVE J ANURY 1, 1998. 

Applications may be signed at 
the district office any time after 
January 1. Approvals will be made 
on a monthly basiS as needed. 

The applications wiU be 
approved based on need and 
contractor priority. 

The landowner contacts the 
contractor who noufies NRCS 
when he is ready to start. so 
terraces can be staked. The 
contractor will give the district 
construction prionty 2 to 3 JObs 
ahead. and will follow these 
prioriues. 

ApplicatiOns will be approved 
at the end of April for spnng 
construction; by the end of July 
for summer construction. and by 
the end of September for fall 
construction. Summer 
construction IS from June I to 
September 15. 

The landowner 1s noufied by 
letter of the cost share approval. 
Upon receipt of the letter. the 
landowner has ten ( I 0) days to 
contact the district office to accept 
or declme the cost share. 

After the terraces are staked. 
the landowner/agent is noufied of 
the est1mated and eligible cost 
amount. 

The landowner has th1ny (30) 
days after layout to complete the 

work or the apphcauon may be 
cancelled. 

The terraces must be checked 

by the contractor and the 
checkout notes are to be signed by 
the contractor and landowner, 
tlien returned to the district office. 

One original copy of the 
terrace (expenses) bill must be 
brought to the dJstrict office, and a 
voucher signed by the landowner. 
Contractors will be encouraged to 
list additional hourly work on the 
same bill as the terrace work. 

The terraces will be spot 
checked by NRCS to make certain 
they meet specifications before 
being certified for payment 
Terraces wluch are built over and 
beyond NRCS specifications will 
not be cost shared. 

Seedmg and fcrtilizmg forms 
which are sent out must be signed 
and retuMed after the scedmg is 
completed. Vouchers will not be 
approved until the signed seedmg 
form IS returned. 

The Boord approves 
applications and vouchers for 
payment. Payment is based on 
50% of the csiJmated cost or 50% 
of the biU. whichever is tess. 

The vouchers are sent to the 
State Div1sion of Soil 
Conservauon office in Des 
Momcs. and checks are mailed 
back to the district office withm 
four to SIX weeks. 

The landowner must sign a 20. 
year maintenance agreement and 
rece1pt of payment before 
receiVmg the cost share check. 

The rollowing cost share 
limits apply: 

The annual cost share limll is 
$2500 per landowner. per year 

Tile eanhwork costs are based 
on S .50 per cubic yard 

Yardage is based on a IS-foot 
frontslope for grassed backslope 

KtNZE 2600 Planters 
wer• tor today's bill otaatlll cnacltY l 

lbl "11¥1 • at\StOUIIb planUDII cballenges! 
tomonow s 

4 RRow.:. 8MRoW~ ~8R::wV:. sizes! 
lZ Ow • • • 

Planting to uansoort In seconds! 
/slnlllt or double disc openers. 

uquld or liN te111t151'!~~ ~9- aanow rows! 
or 1nte1111aat w 

CRP continuous signup criteria 

policy 
terraces. For terraces with intakes 
and narrowtnse and broodbase 
(conventional) terraces, the yardage 
is based on NRCS specificauons 
and design. 

Cost share on intakes will not 
exceed amounts of Golden Htlls 
RC&D averages. 

There is no cost share on 
seeding or feniliz.er. and none on 
topsoiling. 

Poster winners 
Division 2 winner 

Erik Pedersen, son of Dan and 
Sheila Pedersen, was the firSt· 
place winner of the Region 5 Soil 
Conservation Poster Contest. 
sponsored by the Ladles Auxiliary 
of the Iowa Association of Soil C 
Conservallon DIStrict 
Commissioners and Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. 

Erik. currently a fourth grade 
student, received a $35 cash award 
for the firSt place entry in d1vision 
2 (grades 2 & 3.). 

Poster winners were judged on 
conservation message. visual 
effectiveness and uruversal appeal. 
Re8Jonal contest winners were 
entered m a state contest from 
wh1ch four wirmers were chosen. 

The West Ponawananue 
SWCD would like to once again 
congratulate Erik on a job well 
done! 

Division 4 winner 
Alisha Renaud, daughter of 

Rudy and Shlfley Renaud. was the 
firSt place winner of the Reg1on 5 
So1l Conservauon Poster Contest. 

An eighth grade student from 
LeWis Central Middle School. 
Alisha was awarded a $35 cash 
pnz.e for her entry m d1vis1on 4 
(grades 7 -9). 

Alisha and her parents auended 

Continuous signup for the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) began September 4, 1996 
at local FSA offices. and is 
available indefinitely. The 
continuous sign up process does 
NOT have a competitive bidding 
process. 

Its purpose is to provide 
management flexibility to farmers 
so that they may implement 
cenain practices on their cropland. 
Acreage will be automatically 
accepted into the program, 
providing the acreage and 
producers meet certaJn eligJbility 
requirements. 

Eligible land for enrollment 
includes cropland that has been 
planted or considered planted to an 
agricultural commodity in any two 
of the five crop years 1993 
through 1997 that 1s physically 
and legally capable of being 
cropped. 

The acreage must also be 
determined eligible and suitable by 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service for any of 
the followmg pracuces: 

Contour grass strips 
Filter strips 
Riparian buffers 
Shelter IY'lts 
Field windrueaks 
Grassed waterways 
Shallow water areas 

for wildlife. 

the district commissioner's 
October mee11ng to receive 
recogn1tion for her good work. 
Julia Gubbels, County Resource 
Planner. presented Alisha her 
award-winning poster. a certificate 
of achievement. a monetary award 
from the Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company and a 
plaque from the district.. 

The West Pottawattamie 
SWCD also extends 
congratulations once again to 
Ahsba. 

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague • Dunlap, Iowa 51529 

.. - .--.----

The following practices may 
have a contract for 15 years: 

Field windbreak 
Shelter belt 
Filter strip 
Riparian buffer. 

To be an eligJble participant. 
landowners must have owned the 
acreage or operators must have 
leased the acreage for one year 
before offering it for CRP. Any 
combination of continuously 
leasing or owning the acreage by 
the same producer for one year 
would also make it eligible. 

Maximum payment rates are 
based on site-specific soil 
produciJvity and local prevailing 
cash equivalent rental rates. The 
following practices can receive an 
addiliona120%: field windbreak, 
grass waterway. ft.lter strip and 
riparian buffer. The additJonal20% 
payment is based on the average 
rental rate determined by the 
predominant soil typeS and is 
calculaled before the mauuenance 
cost. 

The effective date of the CRP 
contract is the firSt day of the 
month following the month of 
approval Producers may 
defer the effective date for up to 
SIX months. The contract shall not 
be less than 10 years, nor more 
than 15 years in duration. 

Additional information on the 
CRP program is available from 
local FSA. NRCS and SWCD 
offices. 

Quick n' easy 
potato recipes 
Microwave Potatoes 

for two 

2 medium potatoes 
6-<>z ham or Canadian 

bacon 
t Tbsp chopped omon 
I Tbsp flour 
l/4 tsp pepper 
1/8 tsp. salt 
3 Tbsp shredded Cheddar cheese 
1/2 cup slam mllk 

Grease a shallow 9x9 
microwaveable casserole. Layer 
l/3 each of the potatoes. ham and 
onion. Spnnkle with 1/3 of the 
flour mixture. Repeat layers and 
top w1th cheese. Pour mtlk over 
all. Cover with plastic wrap, 
leaVlng one corner open. Cook 
on lugh power for 12 mmutes. 
Let set 2 mmutes before serving. 

• units wnrame l row-unit 
•preclslaa otacemeat "rnc resldae maanemeat -.;~ 
nrtd. attacbments tor soec ;.;..';;AI Agri-Land Insurance Agency 
rtt~alremeatsl 

See your Klnze dealer today! 

Sorensen Equipment 
Box 44S, Harlan, lA 51537 

Ph. 755·2455 

John Dalton 
Mick Ryan 
Ken Taylor 

Willard Fritz 

Automobile - Farmowners -
Packaged Plans Help You Save 
Farm - Hail - Crop - Life - Health 

"Old Fashioned Prices; Old Fashioned Service" 
Front Door Parking. 

2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646 
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Jensen's long awaited project finally a reality 
by Lou Waite 

Robert and Marian Jensen farm 
1200 acres in section 28 and 33 of 
Neola Township, West 
Pouawauamie County. They raise 
com and soybeans, some alfalfa 
and oats. and have 40 acres of 
pasture. 

A maJOr part of their 
operation, however, JS the 
producuon of 1500 to 2000 head 
of Shamrock (hybrid cross) hogs 
and 60 to 70 Black Angus cow­
calf pairs. After calving. the cows 
are placed in a dry lot and feed 
hauled to them. The calves are 
retained on pasture until ready for 
market. 

Robert SaJd that m 1990, 
tentative plans were made to erect 
a bu1lding for their hog operation. 
"But we discovered that the 
ne1ghbors objected to that 1dea, • 
he confided. "so we gave it up. It 
appeared they weren't as opposed 
to cattle. so we put the hog 
bUJldmg 10 another location where 
it would bother the least." 

The next goal was to have a 
waste managernentltreattnent 
system. Robert. as an SWCD 
Ass1stant Commissioner. was 
aware that cost share was available 
at that time through the Orgaruc 
Nutrient Management Program 
(ONMP). 'The problem was." he 

said with a chuckle, "we had spent 
all our money on the hog 
building. and didn't have our half 
of the cost share. And, when we 
did have the money. the state no 
longer offered that part:tcular 
program!" 

Later at a commissioner's 
meeting, Bob learned of cost-share 
assistance available through the 
Envu-onmental Quality 
Improvement Program. This time. 
everything feU into place, and a 
waste treatment system was 
completed on the Jensen farm last 
fall. 

To bnefly explam the system, 
a sediment control basm was first 
constructed to store the solid 
waste matter (manure). An L­
shaped m take p1pe IS msened in 
the concrete floor, w1th the short 
end of the Labove the ground. As 
the basm fiUs with hquid from the 
waste. holes in the pipe allow 
seepage and the !Jqmd drams 
through an outlet in the toe of the 
terrace rt flows mto a ditch or 
waterway and IS carried away. 
Once the liquid has been filtered in 
th1s manner it IS usually potable. 

The solid waste is removed and 
applied to cropland as an organic 
fertiliZer "Saves a lot of money," 
Bob stated. 

He also saved expense by 
domg much of the work on the 

cteverty disguised. 

NEW OK 580RR 108RM 

Roundup Rea eye I Excellent YJeld 
potential. drydown I Widely adapted I 

Very good root. stalk strength. 
foliar d1sease res1stance 

A great harvest begms 

with a great seed 

NEW OK 595 IOtRioi 

High-YJeldmg. attract1ve hybrid I 
Adapts to a Wide range ot cond1t1ons 

management pract1ces I Fast drydown 

NEW OK 626StX 112RM 

Built-m European com bocer protection I 
Excellent yields I Very good foliar d1sease 

resistance I Excellent seedling v1gor 
staygreen I Adapted to all so1l types 

Hybrids with higher 

y1elds and resistance 

to insects. herbicides 

and diseases are 

just some of the 

ways we make your 

hard w.:~rk pay off 

Real people working real hard:" 

Eldon H. Olsen, Co. BluHs, 712·322-2055 
Donald Pattee, Avoca, 712-343·2376 

Robert Soloth, McClelland, 712-566·2608 
West Farms (George), Crescent, 712·545·3002 

Merlin Dau, Oakland, 712-482-3378 
Tom Eltmann, Treynor, 712-487-3792 

Andy Fischer, Co. BluHs, 712-322-2710 

' 

. . ~ . -... \. ........ ,, ' 
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Marian, who is actively involved in the Jensen livestock operation, views the almost 
completed waste disposal area which will add efficiency to their management practicel>. 

system himself. "We poured the 
concrete JUSt before the comb10e 
went to the field." Bob SaJd. Poles 
were placed around the mtake p1pe 
prior to the cement being poured. 
Boards were nailed to the posts to 
form a sturdy bamer and protect 
the p1pe from livestock damage 

The area was seeded w1th rye, 
to help prevent wmd and water 
eros1on this winter. Bob plans 
next spnng to permanently seed 
with a mixture of brome and 
''something else" he hasn't dec1ded 
upon as yet. He w11l also mstall 
fenc10g, wh1ch weather delayed his 
doing last faU. 

"The terrace lies east and 
west. Bob noted. "and protects an 
area which will be 1deal for 
weanmg calves. But we won't 
really realize the benefiL~ of the 
system until we can fill the area 
w1th hvestock, and analyze the 
results Th1s was a long time 
happenmg, and we did a lot of 
studying before we decided to go 
ahead w1th 11." With a wry bJt of 
humor he added, "You know, you 
don't want to get yourself stuck 10 

CONSTRUCTIO 

GERALD L. RING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
WORK OF ALL KINDS 

NEOLA, lA 51559 

SHOP: 712-485-2247 
HOME: 712-485-2021 

a crJck and get pmched'" 
Bob admitted that there was a 

lot of "red tape" and paperwork 
involved 10 the prOJect. He also 
noted that although the news 
med1a has been pubhcJZmg 
problems the "mega-farms" have 
been havmg. rules and regulauons 
are a necessary evil. 

"We need the mega-farmers." 
he SaJd. "but we need more 
(smaller producers) raising 
livestock. The packers go where 
the catlle arc found. Some of the 
laws are going agamst the mega­
farms, but sometimes those laws 
are used against the smaU farmer 
who isn't creatmg the problem. • 

While the waste treatment 
system won't be in fuU function 
until later this year, Bob said he IS 

pleased that a long-lime wiSh has 
been fulfilled. "EQIP is helping 
the small producer," he affiiiDed, 
"and NRCS has been a great help. 
Lyle Peterson. Lois Crawford and 
Tom Bottoms aU had a part in 11. 
Th1s is somethmg I wanted for a 
long time, and I finally have 11." 

The Jensen's arc also foUowing 
an EQIP nutnent managment 
plan, wlucb includes soil testing, 
planning for croppmg needs and 
nutrient application, and keeping 
accurate records. In the Jensen's 

Henry Tordoff photo 

case. manure management is pan 
of the plan. 

Marian is actively mvolved m 
the enure operallon She IS 10 full 
charge of the farrowmg. and 
assists with field work, etc. Their 
son, Jeffry. an eighth grade 
student at Underwood, IS "chtcf 
assistant". 

"He planted the soybeans that 
won a Master Grower's award," 
Bob SaJd With a chuckle, "and he 
msisted the plaque we were 
presented be 10 Jus room'" 

Cheese Potatoes 

2 lb, bag hash browns 
2 c grated Cheddar cheese 
l~z carton sour cream 
l{l c chopped omon 
2 cans cream of celery soup 
1/4 c margarine 
I tsp salt 
Pepper to taste 
1/4 c butter, melted 
2cComAakes 

Mut ingredients except for l/4 
cup of melted butter and Com 
Aakes. Spread into a 9x13 pan. 
Toss Com Flakes m melted 
butter and sprinkle on top of 
potatoes. Bake I hour at 350 deg. 



I 
I 
• 

. ' 

2,0 East Pott SWCD/NRCS 

REAPing the benefits 
by Cbad Graeve 
Poll County Naturalist 

The cit11cns of Pouawauarme 
County arc REAPmg the benefit~ 
of a spcc1al program 10 Iowa In 
1989. the Iowa General Assembly 
passed the Resource Enhancement 
and Protecoon (REAP) Act. and 
enacted one of the prcm1er 
conservation laws 10 Iowa. As 11 
turns out. the REAP program has 
proven to he one of the nation's 
Jcad10g programs for conservation 
of natural resources. and in 1992 
the progr.un was awarded the Puhhc 
tand and Open Space Protecuon 
award by the National 
Environmental Awards Counc1l 

The REAP program 1s intended 
to be a long-term integrated cflon 
to renovate and expand public parks 
and open spaces. preserve histoncal 
resources. 1m prove road\ide 
ve~etaoon management. 10crcasc 
'011 and water conservation and 
strengthen environmental 
~:ducation It Y.as origmall}' 
uuended to he funded -ll s~o 

m1lhon Jll:r year for ten years, hut 
has been funded at $9 m1llion for 
the past several years. Th1s n:ar the 
REAP Congrc.-,s will try to 
convmce the General Assembly to 
mcrease fundmg to S 12 m1lhon 
AdditiOnally. revenue from the 
Natural Resource license plates 1s 
added to the REAP fund to fac•htate 
expanded conservauon of natural 
and cultural fC.\.Ources. 

Since 1989. funds 10 
Pottawattam•c County have been 
used at the city level for the ISO 
Nature Center Trails. the Wabash 
Trace Tr.ulhcad Park. the Avoca 
Arboretum and Nature Tr.ul and the 
Walnut Wetland and Open Space 
HtStOncal Resource development 
funds from the REAP program 
have been uuhzed for the Dodge 
!louse, Shea House. Avoca 
Museum and m1crofilm10g of 
Council Bluffs newspapers at the 
public library. Roads1dc Vegetation 
funds have been used for outdoor 

classrooms and dcmonstrauon 
planungs at several Counc1l Bluffs 
schools and for a roadside mventory 
throughout the county. The Soil 
and Water Cono;ervation 01slrict 
has also rece1ved over $248,000 for 
varJOU$ soli and water conservation 
projects. 

The Pottawattamie County 
Conservation Board has uulu.ed 
5242,596 in REAP fund s since 
1989 for vanous park Improvement 
and development projects and for 
envuonmcntal education. 
Addlllonally, the Conservauon 
Board has recc1ved funds through 
the competit1w grants program for 
land acquisiuon at the Hitchcock 
Nature Area. In 1991, the PCCB 
acqUired the Hitchcock Nature Area 
through ass1stancc from the Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundauon and a 
$322.000 REAP grant. Since then 
the Conservauon Board ha_, been 
awarded $225. 100 for four additions 
to the park. 1l1e most reccn t 
acqu•s111on. 74 5 1Cres on the 
southern end ol the park. 1s a 
valu 1blc addJ11on to th1s Loess 
Hills pre~rvc. It mcreascs the 
amount of nauve remnant pr.urie.-; 
and wk woodland-; and helps 
con-crve the rare plants and animals 
wh1ch thrive 1n the Loess h1lls 
commumties. Without the 
gencros1ty of the prev1ous 
landowners and the aid of the 
REAP program. these types of 
addliJOOS would not be possible. 

Anyone who wishes to express 
suppon for Iowa's Umque 
conservation program IS encouraged 
to contact state legiSlators and share 
the1r v1cws. Also. on March 5, 
1998. the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources will host the b1· 
annual RegiOnal REAP Assembly 
in Oakland. 1111S meeting will 
serve as a forum 10 gather 
mformallon and public reacoon 10 

vanous projects and will provide an 
update on projects related to REAP 
in this region 

The UMed Slalos Oepartmenl of Agnculluro (USDA) proh•b•ls 
dtSCIImtMliOn 1n 11s programs on lhe bas1s of race. color nat1onal 
onq1n. <l'x. re~goon aqe. d1~ablltly. pohlleal behels and m~rtla or 
lam•hal <lalus I Not all proh1b1IPd bases apply lo all programs) 
Persons w11h d1sabll•l1es who reqUite allernal•ve mean, lor com· 
mun1ca1ion of proqr11m 1nlorma11on (bra1lle large pnnl. aud1olape. 
elc ) <hould con1ac1 Jhe USDA OHICe ol Communoca110ns al 
(202) 720·5881 (vooce) or (20:>) 720-7808 (TOO) 
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No-till is the answer Water quality workshop held 
by Darrell Stamp 
E. Poll. Chairman 

Southwest Iowa has had an 
extremely nice fall and this leads to 
coopemtors doing recreational 
tillage. ThiS IS a major concern of 
mme! 

Why not cons•der no-till 111 your 
conservation plan'! No-till1s 
defmed as soil left undiSturbed from 
harvest to plantmg except for 
nument Injection I feel there are 
more opponumties NOW for no· 
till than ever before! 

l have no-tilled com and 
soybeans since 1980. Some 
advantages I sec to no-tilling arc 
saving Iowa's rich. valuable 
topsoil. less Uips over the fields. 
less compaCilon from eqUipment. 
lower mput costs on machmcry and 
less ume spent Nor does my 
equ1pment bounce across the fields 
with no-till as it d1d with 
conventional tillage. I don't ~e 
nearly as much erosion as I d1d 
when I was domg convenoonal 
tilling on my farms. due to 
managmg last year's residue. (I do 
bale some of the stalks and stubble 
for bcddmg). But I believe 11 1s 
1mponant to leave the majority of 
the residue ... th1s stops the 1mpact 
of the rJintlrops poundmg the bare 
soli. 

Seed and chemical companies 
are mak1ng strides in developmg 
new products lO help coopemtor 
adapt to no-tillm thetr farmmg 
operation. They have invented BT 
com. Po:l.\t tolerate com. Roundup 
Ready com and Roundup Ready 
soybeans. With the mcreased weed 
pressures assoc1ated with no· llll , 
compames have developed 
chemicals to suppress weed 
populations and control new weed 
problems. (This does 1nclude 
Woolly Cupgrass). Implement 
compamcs have also adjusted to no-

by Julia Gubbels 

County Resource Planner 

How many of you arc concerned 
with the quality of water? Water 
quality plays an unponant role m 
the health, abundance and divers1ty 

Scholarship available 
for high school 
seniors pursuing ag 
related degree 

High school seniors who plan 
to pursue an ag-related field of 
study need to know that scholarship 
help is avmlable. Scholarships arc 
co-sponsored by the Conservation 
D1stricts of Iowa and Auxiliary 
H1gh school counselors may be 
contacted to obtain a scholarship 
application form and criteria sheet. 

The pomt basJS of the 
scholarsh•p IS as follows: 

Need· 4S points 
Leadership· 30 pomts 

(including service. character and 
self-mouv:mon. lO pomts each) 

Scholastic achtevement · 25 
pomts. 

lt1s requested that appllcauon 
information be typewritten. It must 
he returned to the local SWCD 
offices no later than March 1. 
1998. 

Funher mformauon may also be 
obtmned from any of the local 
offices. 

ull farming w1th narrow-row 
planters and dnlls. 

How much easier would it be 1f 
everyone would develop the right 
attHude toward farmmg •• towan.l 
so•l and water conservauon -
toward no-till today! Many arc 
seemg the advantages of adaptmg to 
no-till. 

.. ~:~~ 
~~~· ;~~stetter nstruction 

.. Your soil conservation contractor" 
644-2492, Logan, lA 

of life. Water equals survival! 
We have the same amount of 

water as we did mtlbons of years 
ago. and through the water cycle, 
we continually re-use the same 
water Diverse use and lllCrcased 
demand for water has put 
enormous stress on our water 
supply. 

The water qual1ty of streams. 
lakes. nvers and oceans has 
declined, due to polluoon (point 
and nonpoinl). The need to keep 
water "clean but not necessarily 
"pure" prompts us to protect and 
preserve our natural resource.s. 
This is why we need to monitor 
our water 

Iowa IS m the begmrung stages 
of scttmg up a volunteer water 
monitoring program. The 
volunteers would gathet. analyze, 
observe and educate the public and 
other agencies about the data. The 
data obtained would establiSh a 
baseline for the pnmary problems 
and long-term trends in th..: water 
sources. 

County Resource Planner 
Michelle Zimmerman and I 
attended a work:,hop on volunteer 
water monitoring held 111 Boone. 

If anyone IS mtcrcsted in 
becoming a volunteer or who 
knows of a group mterested m 
monitoring a pond. Slrcam lake 
or nver please call Michelle at 
482-M08 or Julia at 328-2489. 

~1111 
Quiz Quorner 

Q. What are the five great lakes? 
A. Huron, Ontario Mich•gan. Ene 
& Superior 
Q. What is the term used to 
describe the area drained by a nver 
and 1ts tributaries? 
A. Watershed 
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