
SWI TZ E RL A N D. 

January 3 , 1894. 

Political History - - - - - - - - - :tvlrs. S t e lla B. 11orse. 

Social and Indt1s trial - - - - - - - I.Taj. 

Corrt11"Li ttee fo:r' t r1e Aft e rnoon. 

Mrs. Bina 11.1 . \Vyrr1an, 
Mrs. Stella B. Morse, 
Mrs. Ella W. Warfi eld, 
Mrs. B. E . Israel, 
Mrs. Henry Plumb , 
Miss Ella McIJoney. 

s . If . !1 . B't1ers. ., 



As Cha.i rrr1R.n of the Ji i s to r 1, Co1ltITLj ·t tee for• the 

Ftft e rnoon, Mrs. Wyman said: 

This aft~rnoon we are to devote to Switzerla.nd . 

We are all interested in that brave little Rister rep11blic, 

nestled in among the Alps , rivalling the world in the 

rrta.gnif ir:,enoe of its scer1er~1 . We love it because it too 

has had a str11 ,;gle to Trt~.intain its identity as a rep11lJlic, 

~:nd succeeded. It has tried many dif f erent kinds of govern-

rr1ent, and speaks rr1any lang11ages. We love it for• its rr1ttsi0 

tJoxes and its watches, itr, £~laciers, and its 1.nd1lstrj.es and 

arts. 

There is a bit of history connected with its 

pr"esident that rr1ay interest yot1 . Thj.s sarr1e presi(tent, 

Col. Frey, W A S once a citizen of th.e llni ted States. Al­

thottgh a born Swiss, l1e carr1e here a few y9ars hefore the 

war, a nd lived quietly it1 Chicago . . 

Vlhen the war broke out he j oj.ned. a·n Illinois 

regirr1ent and nlarcr1ed in the ranks as a private soldier. 

He fought at the Battle of nettysbt1rg, was the~e taken 

prisoner, and was sent first to Andersonville and after­

wards to Libby Pr ison whare he was confined for s~venty 

days as hostage for Confed.erate pri s oners. · When h e was 

at la§t pR.roled he was a broken down man and wen t back to 



Switzerland wher•e he rega.ined heal th and streng th. 

1-Ie soon becarrle the edit<)!' ot~ one of tr1~ l ~tidine 

newspapers, and later was elected to Congress. In 1882 he 

was se·nt as rr,ir1ister to vVashint;to11, \Vhich posi.tif>n he 

held five years, when he wa.s - elected to the Swiss Cabinet 

ir1 charge of rrLili tar~, affairs, corresponding to Ollr 

Secretary of War. And now he i ~ P1•Asi.dant of t h e Swiss 

Col. F:r~y rr,ade rr1any fi-•i en els while i r1 \Vashi ne-tc1n 

who ~ablad their congra tulations when they heard of his 

electio11. 

~Jo w I h cl. v e tho p 1 r~ as tl re o J' s ta ting th t-l t I l rs • 

Stella B. Morse will read a paper on the political history 

of Switzerland, corr,pc=tring it v1j th the llni ted States. 

P~ft8:r' her, I arrt :t1appy to r.tate 1,.1ajo1' ti . 1I . 1.1 . 

Byers, our late consul to Switzerland, will give a talk 

on the soc~a~ and industrial features of that country. 

As he and his familv residea there some sev~nteen years, .., 

I arr, s11re he 11 a.n tell tl s 8 ll a bot'- t it .. 

I wj.sh to ca.11 atten •tion to th9se beautiful 

pintt1res and wood-carving, as they were kindly loa.ned by 

i.,1a.jor a.nd I\lrs. Eyer's for' this especial a.fternoon • 
. 

There are some other members of this committee 

who had prepRred short papers who v~ry graciously give 



their place to Jr•. Byers. 

And nov,, I J1ave the pleastJ. re of in t r o d.L1cing 

~Ars. 1.1ors e. 
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