SWITZERTLAND.

January 3, 1894.

Political History - - - - - - - - - Mrs. Stella B. llorse.

Social and Industrial - - - - - - - Maj. 5. H. M. Byers.

Committee for the Afternoon.

Mrs. Bina . Wyman, Chairman,
Mrs. Stella B. Morse,

Mrs. Ella W. Warfield,

Mrs. B. E. Israel,

Mre. Henry Plumb,

Miss Ella Mcloney.




As Chairman of the listory Committee for the
afternoon, lMrs. Wyman said:

This aftarnoon we are to devote to Switzerland.
We are all interested in that brave little sister republic,
neetled in among the Alps, rivalling the world in the
magnificence of its scenerv. We love it because it too
has had a struggle to maintain its identity as a republic,
and sucaceeded. It has tried many different kinds of govern-
ment, and speaks many languages. We love it for its music
boxes and i1ts watches, 1its glaciers, and itse industries and
arts.

There is a bhit of history connected with 1its
president that may interest you. This same president,
Col. Frey, was once a citizen of the United States. Al-
though a born Swiss, he came here a few y=sars before the
war, and lived quietly in Chicago.

When the war broke out he joined an Illinois
regiment and marched in the ranks as a private soldier.
He fought at the Battle of Gettysburg, was there taken
prisoner, and was sent first to Andarsonville and after-
wards to Libby Prison where he was confined for seventy

days as hostage for Confederate prisonars. When he was

at last paroled he was a broken down man and want back to



Switzerland where he regained health ang strength.

iie soon became the editor of one of ths leading
newspapers, and later was elected to Congress. In 1882 he
was sent as minister to Washington, which position he
held five years, when he was slected to the Swiss Cabinet
in charge of military affairs, corresponding to our
Secretary of War. And now he is Presidant of the Swiss
republic. Col. Frey made many friends while in Wwashington
who cabled their congratulations when they heard of his
election.

dow I have the pleasure of stating that lirs.
Stella B, Morse will read a paper on the political history
of Switzerland, comparing it with the United States.

After her, I am happy to state Major S. H. Il.
Byers, our late consul to Switzerland, will give a talk
on the social and industrial features of that country.

As he and his family resided there some seventesn years,
I am sure he can tell us all about it.

I wish to call attention to thzse beautiful
pictures and vwood-carving, as they were kindly loaned by
Major and Mrs. Byers for this especial afternoon.

There are some other members of this committee

who had prepared short papers who very graciously give
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their place to Mr. Bysrs.

And now, I have the pleasurs of introducing

Mrs. Morse.
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